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C.OBBE.TT’S 



Parliamentary D eba 


Durini; the I’ourUj Sossiow of tlic Pourtli PailiuiiKMit of the 
Pnitt'tl Kingdom of Great Brilnin and Ireland, and of 
the Kingdom of (!reat liritaiu the Twont ^-firsl, apjKfmted 
to nie< t at Wedininsier, the Tuiady-lhyd Day of^Vanuarv, 
Oi:e 'I'hoiisand h'igl^t Miindnxl :nul 'reUp#in tht* lofli^ili 
Year of the Reign of IRs ^l.ajc^^v Kuag (iDOltGIi the* 
. 'riiinl. ' . ■ - « . 


liOnSK OF LOUDS ,! f'l’iit: U.'m.'' Answer ro THEi.'irY of 

ynd.,. March'.'. . " ilV'r 

- • , I 11^: '•■•!].•.iJi j ln‘ ni-tifr ol ilie «lay 

I j^KOniHiTioN JJiJ.i. ] j h \vi 5 » lu'.» r;' naiT, iln- juanjitfs ot Euis- 

("|JO!i llu' »'hIi r of ilu; (lay l/din; ri'c’J, iIrU I ;lo\\n c^f.si#e'l, as ;• yicliinmary sU’j), that 
.l^t' »Jo t;o Huo it ec/ni:n«:icc ujH»i * li<^ lOrr^juvr (Mevfnl(<i Ir. lord 

'h - JML • : to {jis juii'Jit. I'f, itad. 'I'Ik* Nar- 

Too 1 (•:’iii ij.irsnaiiro of I ianM*\w(S .’oi oulinj^iy read by clerks 
jiotico lif* vt-'ilftiiav. < uih rnt d !l \ Ujjjm v.Iiii li, • 

1 , 1 .) di’ty t(> j^ropoiio a liiiiirc(l ponod for 1 . '1 liyi?'Iar(iii!S ‘if L'lnsdoiui rose to j^ub- 
flv doiatiou of il»e h:)l ra w b» foiv their ! Jiiit iljr inof/on of he had ^iveti 

)oid-')ii()s. Ihi had ht cinnduct d lo adopt j ifoiicr.tV'? a.))revioid(lay, to ih{*coir*idera- 
tltn mode <‘f o'»rj};!u< t, in «.»!ii-i’<|iie5H:r oi’I iiv.i<d IliCir loidshiys, lie had fJiPstponcd 
the didect of infoi'inatioii^ how (Hr llii:; j ins iin^uni on tir' ibrmcr dayl iu ooiise- 
liicasnre svould 4>e r>ij.c'd!ont lor th<? in- ! ^■'f the noklc ea^l, il»o author of tjic 

terr.-.ts (d'llic country. If iho proset.t Ijjll t NnuiUve, havnt^ tf< attind ia* aiiotlier 
■'^ort* limned to tlif duraUon llin.r | place,* bat he had hopotj^lhal on thi\ daw 
jiiomhs, it would atlord the lb an tip- j the noble cail ssould iiave been ia Ins 
(ioitijiiity {% cxann:iiii;r the docunn-nis . pli.c-.?, jjc had thought if, liiiiJ.ever, his 
which had jireviou^ly hern moved h r, j diitv to <!< dic^that tiio ^> 4 liaM\e should 
and o Inch would ('j.abic thrir louL-Inps to J be icad, in older that ibcir luwl^hvps^iight 

•I'c in iiill vjo'scssiuu of its conUnis. It 
was deeply lo be rcm’cUcd,filial the antiior 


foiiU a coMCct opinion up(;n ilic pidicv'oi 
tl;c mcaisure ; lie -ooiild tiuicfoi-,* nnwe 
ilic .duration ai , in. order that ; of the Nnyayse should l^ivc alLeinpted to 


the I’ili iiiiglu cxpiia in oiay, %d not in 
»''epte.>iii)or. • • 

Ful />. 7 ,/o 7 r 5 ^ e\pressc\l his d^hbf whe¬ 
ther lhi> a^icration would aiVtuu* Tls in* 
tended jmrport; *ar.d \i^ loally appn hend- 
cd, \hat [lersoir^ inu n.:itc l in l lje^'event < 4 ’ 
this bill passing*inio a ia\\„ wenkl ilicre’cy^ 
1)0 thrown into si:rh uncei t tuiiv as w^mld 
1)0 mateiiall\ injuiiousio dielr inierc t. # 
Tiie amendment, was^tlien proposed, 
W'lit4> a divi->it»n took plico—I'br llto 
Ainoadment is; Against il LM s’Mojoriiy 


YOk. XVI. 


rn .1 a blo^ upon lliar|aotos5>ion, to v\eukeii 
pulnic c'di.JWeiivc in vvhieli was to darken 
(Itc hoii/on audio dim the | ••O'^pecls ot 
ilie coiiiiirv. ilo did not tiTean now to 
(MiU'r info a (hAn'*iun ol t' * [vdit y ^aicl 
til*' condiaf of 'hi' eaiannious ; \peditiou 
t** the Sibc!'!*. that amt he resMved till 
.ii;(»'ber epjxnlo’ofv i'v. ^la nl'l lla-vetor#!. 
*in tiu: pis ^tul m '.mcs^eenihie himself to 
a vefv liinnc'’ • 'jiut. Jl’hc aiiliiorot the 
l^airaUxe their bodsiej s had just 

y i^iyd read, was one of hw M.ijesty’s cni- 


— 'S. 'J'hu bill aftcMvards p^W‘d liu’ougU r.i^ler.s, with whom-his C(4leagues had , 
die Coui|Sittce. \ , daily ojiportun’tius 4^ coiinuunicalioa j 


« 4 



2] PARL. DEBATES, Mahch 2, 1810. 
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and from whom, having these daily Op¬ 
portunities of communication, it was to be 
supposed his colleagues must have learnt 
.those circomstanceB detailed in the Nar¬ 
rative, •each of which imperiously demand¬ 
ed inquiry; an inquiry, however, had 
been deemed unnecessary by his Majes¬ 
ty's confidential schrunts. It had happen- 
ed tim t a corporation amongst the first in 
iheciSTiiitry in importance and dignity, 
had assembled, for the purpose of Consi¬ 
dering of a petition to, bis Majesty, tliat 
lie would be gracionsiy pleased to direct 
an immediiitc niul ellectual inquiry into 
tii^' causes ofuhe calamitous failure which 
had atleuded the Wakneren Expedition, 
‘'and luid ^kermined upon one Yd that 
ellect, which, iu^speaWng life opinion o# 
that corporation, also sjwkV^the decided 
and unanimous opinicDn of tli'e whole coun¬ 
try. It had happened also th^t from sorac^ 
circumstances, a considerable interval 
elapsed between the determination to pre¬ 
sent this^.petibon and the delivery rof i4:, 
giving his Majesty’s ministers still further 
time to inf<>rm themselves of the real cir¬ 
cumstances attending that Hxpvdition^ 
Was it to be be-lievftd, i^ien. tliat,*br thre^ 
months from the time of the arrival of the 
noble earl, the author of the Narrative, in 
this country, in September, and the period 
of il'divering the petition to which he had* 
alluded, in l)erembr»»^ his Majesty's mi- 
ni.sters shoiild have had no communication 


•^King^i Anstotr lo the €iiy of London* 

upon th?t most important ami valuable ser- 
vice.-^It would be recollect'jd also, that 
the ministers who had thus advised his 
['Majesty to refuse inquiry to the petition of 
his subjects, where inquiry was so impe¬ 
riously demanded, v^re the same ministers 
who, on a former occasion, when a peti¬ 
tion from the same corporation c&Iled for 
inquiry into the disgraceful affair of the 
convention of Ciiiira, had advised his Ma¬ 
jesty to reprove the citizens of London for 
thus coming to ask for inquiry, and to 
state, that his Majesty was desirous at all 
times to institute inquiry, ivliere, asin that 
case, the hopes and expectations of the na¬ 
tion bad^been disappointed.—The same 
'ministers who when intending to move 
the thanks of p.ivliament to a naval com¬ 
manding officer, upon only hearing it inti¬ 
mated that an officer who commanded a 
single ship in the fleet intended, not to 
prefer a cliarge, but to oppese the Vote of 
Thanks, immediately in.stitutcd a court 
nvtrtiai upon the officer in command, yeL 
who had refused inquiry in the case, ot 
this calamitous Expedition to tUe Scheldt, 
where so many circumstance.s demanded 
iB—where it was called for to clear the 
character'of the navy from the reproach 
cast qnon it by the author of tile Narra¬ 
tive—where it was called Rr by the gene¬ 
ral voice and the universal feeling of the 
country. Did his Majesty’s ministers in¬ 
tend to shield themselves under his Ma¬ 


with their colleague^ relative to tlie ck*- 
cumstanecs^ whifdi had caused thc/ailqre 
of the Expedition Was**it to be lielieved, 
that M'hrn every vmce in l^nglauj wifs 
Jifteckop to dem»n>.d iiuyjiiy into the cau.scs 
of the^e calamities which had afflicted the 
couutry-^;-i 44 .wlien every mind in ICiig- 
land was intei^ upon tiu* •.•alnmilous cir- 
cumstr.nces ofthisExiiedition—that there 
should bn nine or ten iudividiwl.s wholly* 
indifferent to these calamities, and wholly 
regardlessf of ihef public fecl'.ng and the 
public anxiety, an?'whollv nc^'ligeui id 
inquiring into the causf s of tlT?se evili. so 
generally deplored—and th.it iIipm; nine or 
ten individuals should be his MajeUy’s 
ministers?—Yft thvir lord-.hips ivould ffml, 
by the Answ'cr given tc the city of Lon¬ 
don, that his Majesty's ministers had ad¬ 
vised his Majesty to say, that he liad not, 
deemed it neccssaKy to ins;itute any in-' 
quiry ; and this uioiwiihstanding yiU the 
circumhtanccs detailed in iho Nanalivi, 
and which sVi loudly demanded an inq^ipy 
. for the sake ijf the riavy, to remove that i 
M«iu which had been attempted to be cast | 


jesty’s .sacred name and authority.^ He 
trusted the country would not be deceived 
by siKjh an artifice,^or sutler them to take 
adfranUge of tlm sanctuary of a temple 
profaned by such unhallowed steps, and 
polluted by such bauds. Was it to be be¬ 
lieved, that they were ignorant of the sen¬ 
timents and opinions of the author of the 
Narrative; wa.s it to be believed, that, 
having daily opportunities of communi¬ 
cation '.vith the noble earl, the author of 
the NaiT.’^tive, one of their colleagues, the 
master b^uicral of the ordnance, and the 
military' co'mmahdcr in chief of the Expe¬ 
dition, thty should have neglected to have 
required him to give them all the informa¬ 
tion in his power upon tfift subject of the 
Expedition; that they should with all their 
opportunities of inforraalibn and explana¬ 
tion, have remained in utter ignorance of 
the opinions an<l sentiments of their col- 
leagu^js, in utter ignorance even of many 
material facts relating to this Expedition ? 
He codkf iiot believe that it was in this 

I 

utlor ignorance, of the facts and circum- 
sttncco stated by their coileagu'. in Ids 



PARL. DEATHS, March *J, ISlO.-^re^rin^ t%e Expedifjtm to the Svkeldt, [5 

• \ « 

N'arra}ive,jh|il his Majesty's ministers ad- to* the J^cheldt^ That his Majesty had 

vised his Majesty to give that answer t6 not deemed it necessary to in^ntute any 
the city of London* by which a)l enquiry inquiry. 

was denied. He would not believe, indess- The Earl of Liverpool said, if the object 
the noble lords on the other sid^ stated it of tlte noble marquis was merely to know 
themselves, that they could at tliat time who it was that advised his Majesty to re- 
be ignorant of those facts and circum- titrii the An^w'er alluded lo, he had^ot the 
stances.* Their lordships tvere aware, that smallest ohjection to state, that the whole 
in consequence of some dissentions in the of his Majesty's ministers liad concurred 
cabinet, two of his Majesty's ministers, in advising his Majesty to give 
who were ministers at the period of this 8wer,*with the exception of the earl of 
Expeditiofi, had since resigned. But what Chatham, who, as must have been ob- 
must be their lordships opinion, if it wa*s servtAJ, from somebf the papers on the 
now' pleaded by the noble lords on the table, had not attended tlie«(h;}iberatioiis 
other side, that they were ignorant of the upon that subject. It \vas#s>peu, tl|eae- 
iacis and sentiments detailed andVxpressed fore, to the noble* marquis to iii^ke that 
by their colleague, the author of the N^rra-1 answ^inhe sul^ject of uny-ac^^atii^n, Ihar^ 
tive?—Were they then to infer, that 4ic might thilk it proper to urge against 


their di&sentions on the cabinet still conti¬ 
nued ; that sucAi was the indifference, with 
which they viewed each other, that they 
would not evoii ask for information from a 
colleague with reference tofactsof the great¬ 
est importance to the country ; that suph 
was their mutual ilis^rust that they copld 
not conan^unicate with each other even 
upon topics whicli iiitimately affected the 
public service; that such was their con¬ 
tempt of eac h other, that jonc ^t'ould not 
condoscehd to a.sk the other a question, for 
the purposeof obtaining information, how¬ 
ever essential that inibrmalion might be to 
the purposes of governipent, or to the in- 
. terests of the country ? Was the House 
to infer, that su^h was at this moment 
the divided and degraded state of the ad¬ 
ministration of \he country ? He \^ould 
not believe then that such coulJ ii^e* 
been the ignorance of his Majesty’s mi¬ 
nisters, unless they themselves stated it. 
Under the impression, therefore, that his 
Majesty’s ministers could not have been 
ignorant of the facts and circumstances*; 
detailed bythcircollcague,thc master ge¬ 
neral of the ordnance, in his narrative* as 
commander in chief Of the Expedition to 
the Scheldt, of circumstances, •each of 
which most imperiously Alled^for inquiry, 
as well for the purpose*of sayf^yit^g the 
public and the country, as tor clearing 
tha( profession, *which was so important 
and valuable Icf the dearest interests of tffe 
counjiy, the nSvy, froni«tho blot, which 
had been attempted to be cast upon it, he 
felt it to be his duty to move for an Ad¬ 
dress to his Majesty, praying That bis Ma¬ 
jesty would be graciously pleased to in¬ 
form the House who it was that advised 
his Maj^ty to return the. Answer to the 
City of Loudon respectiog the Expedition 


his Majesty’j nunisler<i»; and he harK no 
hesifaCiun to say ihaUhc was prepared dis¬ 
tinctly to the o«>bie manjuis upon 

*the ground of that answer, lie was fully .• 
prepared to justify the ^dvice given to his 
M retcrence to tbd| answee, 

upion the grounds of the facLs and circum¬ 
stances of vvhicli his Majesty’s miiiMters 
.were theiwin posscj^sion ; and if the occa¬ 
sion wer^ to occuf again, he would advise 
a similar answer upon a knowledge of 
facts*and circymstances similar to those 
then known t<9 his Majesty's iniinslers. 
.The Qobte marquis had spoken of the* no- ’ 
ble earl as master g^rerm of the ordnance, 
and a confidential servant of hi% Majesty ; 
bill the fact really, was, that the noble 
earl a^ed as commander in chief ot the 
I Expedition in a*capa;;ity wholly distinct 
^ i^om ,his office as a Minister, and* that his 
Majesty’s ministers.consj^lered that noble 
earl in bis situation as commander in 
chief to be under the same ris^-^ymistances 
as the commaiider of any other Expe¬ 
dition. They had, therefore,-nc^ more 
right to ciJl upon him for papers or 
documents, than they jiad upon the 
commander .of any otla^r Expedition.— • 
^fhe nobl<^earl wa3thiercfoi;e,peifeclly at li¬ 
berty to* hU own discretion, with re- 
sjjcct to the fttets and circum>idnct‘S he 
chose to state, and must have been consi¬ 
dered in the Same situation as any other 
cpminaiider. ^ The noble marquis had 
Omitted -to state one part of the answer, 
which did not exactly suit his purpose, 
and the object of wlikh was to refer the 
inquy'y to parliament. This* he contended, 
l^as the only proper course •that could be 
fiutsued. There was no groufid lor a mili¬ 
tary inqiiiiy—-there' was ito charge by , 
one branch of the eervice against anothtr 
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—there was no eharpe by any incVivitKial 
the commander. How then, could 
an inquiry l)e in>lituted f He put it to 
those who objected to instituting a court 
martial, where tin* noble who was the 
object of It demanded it; how it could be 
jusiihcd if they were to have instituted an 
inquiry where wasui.idc, where 

no court martial was demanded, and 
ttus^TTi have trifled w'ilh the IVeliiigs of 
officers, and casta stigma upon eitliftr ser¬ 
vice. The re was i»o instance, besides, of 
an inejniry in tin; coselil a conjoint s(*Vvico, 
nor cemhi iV Y'ith any propi^ety take place, 
\«h^*re the •itiiiiLarv and tlie naval code 
dillcrcdjii so many maierial ptiints. The 
Duly y[Iaci*"in which a case of tlflil kind 
could be fully ^ono "into wlis in parlia* 
nuAit, aivl to paiJiiuiei^t N^had been re- j 
I’entd. Jt was true that tin K::pe(lltiorj liad 
failed iu itsinain objecL original de¬ 

sign of the i’.xjx'dsrion was, tliat the attack 


.— King's Ausu’cr to ihe Cily$qfJjondof, 

that thfk only fit course of pioceediog was 
what had taken place, namely, to refer the 
whole case to parliament. 

^'he Earl of Rosslyn admilted, that* con- 
siderablo. difficulties arose from the dif¬ 
ference of the navaf and military code, in 
instituting a general enquiry into the 
conduct of a conjoint expeditiofl. But 
the existence 4)f such difficulties was by 
no means to preclude all enquiry. On 
the contrary, in such cases, it was the 
jlnty of ministers to pave tli# way for 
practical investigation, by calling upon 
thf connnanders in chief of the two ser¬ 
vices for reports of the ocLurreiiccs wliich 
fell withiti their respective departments ; 
and. il the failure of the Expedition arose 
horn il ''"viation from instructions*, or any 
delay, ncgJigf'uce, or want of energy in 
their execution, the rcj5fA*is in qu<*stion 
would furnish tiic details out of which 
such ciiargcs prima fade aiwsc, and whicli 


upon Autwor[i shj>ul(lhcsnnnltancouswith 
that on JV’iilchercn, and thw proi^eedA'd 
upon the assumptiort *}iat Flushing mi]^hl 
Jkiv«“ been viiasked whilst the attjick was 
made on Antwerp. Ue tlu'nw%s ^tron^ly 
of opinion, and still t^t ughr, that to at- 
tcnq»i the dostiiiction ot the e!ien?%'^s naval 
prt’pariHions at Antwerp ^was \vorfh en¬ 
countering a con‘*iiic rabh’vi;-]c. He thtre- 

W I 

foii^inos'. sincerdv regretted that t^ie in¬ 
tended dcsiiuctimi was n<>t ellected ; be¬ 
cause he ^till ihougfit that .thosvi navui 
jncjjaiaU'Uis might b^conc* forrnidablcf^o 
this counfi'v. 'fo t fleet I'lc dosit'd ob¬ 
ject, tije greatest, Expindition was fCin- 
ployed that wa-i cvc4^‘'ent from tiiis^^r ai^* 
Millm country uj^en apv occasion. 'Fhat 
it laik. i in i*s iib ninr obj.'et was iiucto be 
sAinimnd-t^rnii/ fault or f.idur^' ill the 
plan, or in thi#execution r/ it, to any Jieg- 
iect ‘ >fcci tifc govciiiuieiit, ertoany 
nuwondr.ct infl c army i.rnav^, biittOf'T-' 
cumsiancrs v.'l^.ich ‘a wi* impo’-sihlc to 
coatiol—to ?lie f.deinciKs, aqd to fhc un¬ 
usual state of the weliiher iit tli£t season! 
Hedtnud that theic wo.'i an^diot upr.n 
the navy, or the i,:asl sj;ii'*^;ast upon 
most irnpoitaiil and valuable ser\ ice. The 
failtjrc of tne ulleriot ohjebt of tlic E.^»e- 
<lir,i».ii, w fs alone to !u* utt^ibulid to tlje 
clifficubies ai ising from the unusual stale ol‘ 
4he weather E was uiuh r tins impics- 
sion, that hi^ ;>Iajo»’tv wais advised to re¬ 
turn the answer^ aUu<led to, aiid^upon 
vvliicl), vviiu(«mt meaning to go into a d« 4 r 
tailed argmi^cni iclative to the Expediuop 
he was still fircpaVcil to say, that an in- 
^'iiry could not have keen instituted, and 


therefore oucht to form the subject of 
p^rlicnlar cinjuiry. Ministers justified 
the late Evp,cdiuon *»y saying that it was 
intended to be ix^oup de niaiis, and that 
the success of it eswuniully depLoded 
ispon rapidity of execution, and .*i';iiuha- 
ncous co-operption. But vvcic they cn- 
court^ged to entertain any sucii ‘expecta¬ 
tions from w'haf bad passi'd hrtv«eeo sir 
Bit hard Slrachan add the first lord of the 
admiralty ? *riiQ winds and weather, it 
seems, had disconcei tetl the project in the 
I outset. But if sinuilt.utfous co-operation 
was to be tile life and soul of the enter- 
prisd,^Iiow came tire}!' lolilan an (xpedi- 
] ti^n which wa^ to sail in three or four 
I successis'e divisions? and if it were so to 
sail, how came they to calculate that the 
w’ind.s and weather were to be exactly 
such as would favour the junction of the 
whole, at a given period, at the point of 
debarkation ? The fact was, that they 
sl.Mt tlneir eyes to the doubts and difficul¬ 
ties suggested by So* IE Strachaii. To 
him tlu^ said '‘Ho, go, wc have com¬ 
plete conlirtoncd in you; every thing will 
go oq wvIJ.'^ From lord Chatham nil 
llusculifllcultics were studiousfy conceal- 
„e(I. To him they said,"*" You will fmd 
tfvery fKing ready to ydur hand; you 
.will find ‘Flushing invested, and c|it off 
from all reinfurcume-nls and supplies; 
and you will have nothing to do but to 
proceed as fast, as possible, up the West 
IScheUlt to Antwerp,”—He would no* de¬ 
tain their* kirdships, upon the present oc¬ 
casion, with minute details-; buf| he could 
uat abstain from touching upott two or 
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three pointej^ipon which, in his apiniori, b3'^Mir«c(Ion of the naval commander in 
his Majesty'^ ministers ou^ht long,ago to' chief applied to him (lord Rosslj*ii), then 
have called for explanation. In lord in command uf the troops in Souvh Bevc- 
Chatham’s dispatch of the \ ith of Au^u^st, h land, to know whether lie had insirnctions 
he stated that he was preventad trom to prosecute the tilterior oitjects of I'w* Kx- 
proceeding up the West Scheldt, on ing peditioii, assuring him at the s.^juc iirne 
to the transpoils wiili the' cavalry and that every tiling was ready on the^nirt of 
provisiotis not havhig then got through the navj^, to co-ope\;^t»^ with him. His 
the Slough ; where^> ii» »htMlispatfh of answer was, that he iiad no instrii*;tions l 
the same tUte from sir R Strach'in, rhe j and he would now S'V furtlu*', tJhff'it he 
transports u re bm ed to h-i- e air- adv > had h^d instruedons, he had nor tli.* means 

through,;# . rverv lung was all* "r'l |'ff carrying tlicmi in*o execution. Was 
be in f*ie most forward state (h pjosTor. ! th.'re*iiot soinothing^on the ‘vciv^face of 


publishctl 'otti, (Old there let ihc mat^*r j tfuine^iiuii r iA - iciV Munjgh able to coni- 
rest ? Oiigiit thev i >t to l :iv( sii ps-cted ♦ ihunn au. dire Ji. vv with 4he irninary c<^i- 
soine mistake #ii i* * part oj ouc or oth» ' m.mj^ r in in, the dc^iv of a 

of the connnaiu't r.. and to have iiujnired cowple of hop* aiul ilkti at once ascertain 
into the r« smi r Wen* th. y 'o aware wh.ii n struci-oiis liad h r i forwarded to 
that much d »lje ahnse and c iiimmy sc the commander in So uhjjcv'«. land, should, 
im[jroperK dir. <’te(J against lord (Jhnthapi of taking rhal course, appjy to the. 

originated m i e 'Ronemjs SMpjiodti^n, liitfei ti.rougfi ilic im dium of a siihordi- 
that ns eativ as th l^ih of Augii-t, ail nate naval commander r If aM the riAval 
the nocessary prepar onn;. for going np preparr^iofi'i were o^mpletc, must not mi- 
tlie Scheldt wen- cr‘m*ph ted ? 'fhe pa#- j irtSters h^ve ihougfit K strange, timt lord 
sage to which li*- al n 'ed lu ■ hi *atlmiral’s (■hatiiani^-.lioiild still be at Midtllehnrgh ? 
disjialch, he found .dtered m the^copv Ditl they;iUppo^c ihalhe was soindiRbrent 
laid on their h^tlships^ table. He lioprd to miliiaiY rrptRation, as that, at the ino- 
thal circumstance "oltid be explained. meat hen toe cnt< rpri/.e \vas to^be 
Lord yHttfgrrtir bere s.pd, that in* could CTowned with succcsp, ht^should voJunta- 
imrnediately explain ii, to tlio sa.'>factiun ri}\» tPijnsferal' the glor\J that. <VouId have 
of noble loids. •The discordance m the rcmlted from it, to.one inferior^n com- 
dispatches alluded to, ha»l not escaped his n),^ud Tlic noble lord llienj'proceedetl 
attention. On *the •ontrarv. it w^* one to scmnrk u[mn«the t^mdency of sir R.. 
of the first points on which lie rcipa siJ’d .‘^r'cljiin’s dis.palch oNthe JTtfiof August, 
an explanatitm from sir U. MraclRni upon the "icriod when thy ultij»ior oliject ol* the* 
his return ; and the ansvvi r was, tliat the l\\'pe<iilion was finally abandoned. He 
mistake origsriatvd in a premalttre report severely' (ensur'd lamistcrs .JC-4* having 
made to hint. published ihateh.spatch, uitless tliey had 

Lord Rosslyn then proceedctl, and oh-«| deterniinod upon enqfliry, becnnscvhav- 
served, that the explnnation just given, ing been ,ifivcn in a garbled shape, its 
instead of being satisfactory, came'^owt*r- iiniiicdiaie efiect was to diaect the censure 
fully in supportof thd charge of.egrcgioii.s of the public against lurtl Chatllam. He 
negligence which he brought a^in.st Ins trould n9j:’bc accused of a]>y bias in favour 
Majesty’s ministers. WRy xVas'iipt the of that ntJ^lc lord. He was not united 
explanation demanded at thc^ttme, when with him in pofitical party ; ^he was not 
the dispatches w^ere received ? He would in the habits of intimacy or friendship 
ask, too, why lord Chatham, who returned* wiffi him ; nor had he ariv connectiox or 
so long prior fu the admiral, and whosV iiitercdursu xyhatewer with him, except 
charicter was so much interested in an ex* \Vhat haikari'^cn from the circumstance of 


ing the i2l'a»r’o. objects ot Mif ivcjjooiiion. '■ ino.c doC'Mne»4s that dc'r'niisl?v| nqulry 
Ought not " ' [K"'c‘ii ■ ot sti'tf merit to | the los-'lU they came iiifd ^4te haiidj^of 
hive indut eii i > have *cd for 1 minisieisr 3bd i»*not strike ih^ lord- 

some explan:* .v;n ? ()'ig‘.’ they to lywe jshi^-i V.f oxirwdln.i v, rfiat^/tip Jiaval* 


planation, had nofbeen applied to lipon .serving under hi.s command. He could, 
the subject P The next point, upon which nevertheless, with p^fect truth assert, 
ministers ought to tvave oalled for an ex* that he never remarked in tiiat noble lord 
plaflation would be found in a dispatch, any want of zeal or energy,* or any defi- 
with inclosures from sir SO'achaii, ci^cy in the qualities requiVite for the 
dated th^ 22nd of August. > ■ From^the in» due di.scharge of the trust r^osed in him. • 
•losures^it appeared, that sir R. Keats Irad But if sir R. Strachah’s dispatch excited 
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no surprise in the minds of his Mjijesty’s appeared only the more important The 
minis^.ersf he could assure them that it ex- plain lyatter in issue was thisj whether his 
cited a good deal of surprise when it got Majesty’s ministers were in possession of 
over to Walcheren. The gallant admiral the -intbrmation which had subsequently 
there .gave the same satisfactory explana- ap'^eare4 from the Narrative of lord Chat- 
Uon of it which he recently gave before ham at the time they gave the answer to 
the Hquse of Commopsj namely, that he the address of the city of London, stating 
never conceived it was to be made public, that it had not been judged necessary to 
and that he had no other object in it, than institute an inquiry ? if they had the in- 
111 'Writing to the heads of the department formation, then they would be called upon 
in which he was employed, to passu jnst to account for their conduct in returning 
and merited encomium on the force under such an answ'er; if they had aot the in* 
his immediate command. Hut why did lorrnation, then it would appear that they 
ministers pid^lish only aiiftextractof the themselves had not the confidence of his 
despatch ill <)ue5tion ? Sir R. Slrachan was Majesty, but had been supplanted by one 
unuerstqod to have ihuhe same dispatch, of their o^n colleagues. It was necessary 
'*or by conveyanqp, inforKVod go- that their lordships should distinctly ascer* 

vernuient of an impending scarcity of tain ho*v this matter stood, to pass sgch re- 
pruvisiuns, there U^ing tbeh only a supply solutions upv>n it as the nature of the case 
of ten days in stor*\ Not a word of this should require. He had •>beeii often re- 
had come out; because, Mp state that buked in that House for saying, that there 
there xeinained only a ten tiays’supply,' was an influence behind tiie throne dis- 
while our force amounted to 70,000 nien, tinct from that of the ostensible servants 
.would have been to tell the. piibli^ tl^it the crown—whose influence alone the 
there was an end of the Exfiedition. lie co)istilutioii rccogniaed. He had often 
di>claimod Any idea, in what he stated, of been told that th^c was no influ- 
casiiiig any iihputatiqp wlratev^j* ^lon sii; once; but would those who had iirain* 
R. Strachan or the navy. Hec^n^iderbd tsined that position, assert now that thert 
him as an ornament to his.profesfiion, and was no shell influence? If the ministers 
he was-convinced, that he and his ofiii ers had the information communicated by 
and seamen had done every thing in their lord Chatham at the time^ they gave the 
poiyer. He was satisfied tliat nothing in answer to the London address, then they 
lord Chatham's'Narrative was meant to were highly culpable; ibr it appeared 
convey an insinuation to the contrary, that one of the commanders did in his of- 
Tlie facto there stated would ultimately ficial Narrative accuse thf^ other, a ground 
be found to lay the blame where i] ought suflicient for inquiry. If, however, every 
to be laid,*upon tl^e board of admiralty. I thing of this kind had beeb concealed from 
But the'Narrative jtn question, like tlie ' th^m~if lord Chatham had availed him* 
<li5p9tches he a^uded.to, shewed the ne- self of his situation as a privy counsellor^ 
cessity of enquiry, with the view of fairly to give this Narrative to the King without 
akcertainiug^where the blame really lay. the knowledge, not only ofthe admiral 
That the failure did not, ^'n the genuine and the public, but even of his colleaguef, 
opinion «f ministeie, arise from the want what were their lordships to think of such 
of simultaneous co-operation, le^as evident, proceedings ? Was it consistent with their 
from lord Cas,t]ereagh's dispatch of the duty toi pass over this species of secret in- 
S4th of August, ki which he congratulated fluence without the'severest censure? If 
lord Chatham upon the fall of Elushing ; it should* appear that this Narrative had 
and expresses a confldeat h9pe' that he been giverl in vt^ithout the knowledge of 
would proceed to accompHsh the uh^ridr the mjnisfea^; if fliey were kept in perfect 
objects of the Expedition, with the same ignorance on this point, in what situation 
zeak, vigour, and perseverance that had .did they stand? They presented the die* 
already been displayed. The noble lord graceful spectacle of a setMof men submis- 
concluded with some observations on the sive enough to continue in ofiiee without 
illiberal treatment which lord Chatham the confidence either of their aovercign or 
had received on tie part of the public of their country. 

journalists, and perticularly those of,them , The Bari of< Westmoreland conceived* 
who were the supporters of the ministry.« that the conduct of bis Majesty^s servants 

Lord HolUmd expressed his hope thaehir was highly j,ustifiablc in not instituting an 
. noble friend tvould persevere in bis mo- inquiry, at so* early a period^.into the con* 
tioa, as from all he heard in opposition it diset of the coramsiwiefs of the Scheldt Ea^ 
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pedition. .In^the public documenis there 
were no reflections against the admiral/ 
no blame attached to either of the officers, 
and therefore no grounds existed for in¬ 
stituting inquiry. He then aljuded to 
what he conceived to have been said by a 
noble lord opposite (Grey) on a former 
occasiotf, viz. that it was impossible to 
possess the confidence of the crown and 
of the people at the same time. As to the 
confidence of the people, he did not feel 
it necessaiy to say any thing upon that 
subject; but of this he could assure the 
noble lord opposite, that ministers did 
not think themselves deprived of the con¬ 
fidence of the crown. His lordshPp seemed 
to feel for them on that subject much tqore 
than they did for themselves. On the 
subject of the Walchercn inquiry, his lord- 
ship expressed diimsclf perfectly satisfied 
that the ministers would come out of the 
trial with honcair; that the country would 
think that they had done their duty; that 
they had not only done their duty« byt 
that with the mean.« they possessed th(:y 
would havR been highly blamcablc if they 
had not made the attempt to destroy the 
arsenal at Antwerp, llie conduct of 
nisters, he said, would app^r mOre bright 
when compared with the incapacity of 
their predccessDrs. 

Earl Orey observed? that after the ex¬ 
pression of confidence, w^hich had escaped 
, the noUe earl as to the complete justifica¬ 
tion of ministers, on the subject of the 
Scheldt Expedition, any thing which had 
been uttered b/ the noble lord wj^tR re¬ 
spect to himself personallvi must appetir 
but light. But since the noble lord had 
alluded to what had fallen from him some 
weeks ago, ]\ would have been but fair to 
have quoted him correctly. He did not 
say that it was impossible to have the con- 
ficTence of the crown and of the people at 
the same time. He had only expressed 
his regret at the sort of n>easurc3^ pursued, 
which, unfortunately had a leiidtucy to 
disunite the sovereign add tlTc Country, 
and to hold the interests *and cgnveqyeiitly 
the confidence of both as incompolible. 
As to the observation about the'incapacityJ 
of the late ministers, he felt tbaf deeply, | 
and l^e fch it flie more «ieverely, on acn. 
count of the peculiar sharp and ^ute 
manner in which it liad been urged. He 
had never heard, hqwevc^, that the laje 
ministers wished to avoid inquiry. The 
noble earl, if he tlioug|^t t^^r cfonduct 
called forjit, and he had ‘every opportu¬ 
nity of Imowing, ought to make a regukir 


charge, against them. He could not but 
admire the grace with which such an ob^ 
serration came from the noble lord. But 
^he really felt ashamed to trouble their 
lordships with answering such observa* 
tions. The noble earl often indulged him¬ 
self in such generaUassertions, for the sake 
of effect, he suppo^ed^ but he begged 
leave to state, that henceforth he certainly 
should not think himself at all called upon 
to gi^ them any answer whatever when 
urged in such a manner —‘The merits of 
the question, as to the Expedition to the 
Scheldt, he weuld not antidiitate. This 
much however was a matter«ef iiotorigt}*, 
that an Expeditiofi* tiic greatest^^as the 
noble kdtTctaiy. had stated-, tfcftt^evy had** 
been sent from thisor any other country, 
^dn any occHsiont had completely failed, 
and {hat, under the most aggravayng and 
disastrous ci\;otimstanci«, our brave troops 
having been .so long exposed to perish, not 
by war, but by pestilence. And this was 
tlj^ stgte of Uiing.s under which ^6 noble, 
lonri had held out, that he and his col- 
leagues were so easy and coiffidcnl; 'but 
jiarliam^iic^and the public however would 
sadn be .enabled *to decide upon that 
matter.—410 was ready to admit that the 
question at pregent before the House lay 
in a very narrow compass, being merely 
as to jrfie propriety of ascertaining ^^e- 
thcr, on the 20th of •December, when the 
answer, wa.s .given, ministers wefe or were 
not in posse.^sion of the information which 
had subsequently come out up<^ that sub¬ 
ject* He agrew! tha^ ministers ought, 
otily to have called *upon lord Chatham 
for information in the camcity of miUtary* 
commander; for it would have been ab¬ 
horrent from the principles o^.‘he consti¬ 
tution, and unjost to the clAracter of the 
admiral, to have received secret'cosnmu- 
nications. His lordship then contended, 
that independent of the N«irraiivc of lord 
Chatham,ihorc were various circumstances ‘ 
^ated in fbe dispatclies, tliet called for in¬ 
quiry, espediall^ the change of measures 
after the sailing of the Expedition. H6 
could not exactly collect from the argu- 
mehts of the noble lord who spoke last J 
whether he mcimk to support or oppose 
the motion, but he was .sure their lordship! 
ought to support it. 

Lord Mulgrave entered into a defence of 
the conduct of sir R. Strachan, which, he 
Oonsidered as wholly free from the slightest 
pealibjlity of imputatiqn. lie had been 
induced to give the advice Irhich he had - 

given to his Majesty oh the subject of the 

• • • 
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unswcT to the address of the city of I^n- I di^grAccful in every point ofe view. This 
dun from the conviction that n<i hluinc Mie was convinced they could not do, and 
was imputable to either of the com* ho-felt a pursuation that nothing but their 
jmanders for the result of the Exprditio*.* rcmv»val could relieve the country, 
lie declared noionlv i!ial he h.**^ iicvm 'l^rd ijratvilk did not rise without re- 
seeii or lieaid of lord Clculiam’s iv'rraiive luctuiic^ to address.a few observations to 


until Feb. 2 V but- that he had never con- 
ceived the pnSHibklity of the existence ol 
such a document. “‘He would however, 
admit, that liad he seen the narrative be- 
lore the ad 'ress of the city of London was 
presented, he iniglit have adviued his Ma¬ 
jesty to give so far a*fliderent ansvier, a^ 
to declaitfcthat llio rc'-ult the Expedi- 
Jjon was itk^a stale of iii(|uiry ; tor al* 
thdngh he coiiceivc<l*t!<uit in the original 
i,dis]>utC(K«# «'ouJd he fwoiid a com|sIetc an¬ 
swer'to the impuiatyms copt.iinod in ilip 
iiaATative, yet h(^*thou^l)f it would htTve 
been hut justice to ^thc lialJant admilial to 
requirc*rrom him coumervtattuiieiit. , Jt 
was tjiis sen-e ofjosiicc to sir R. Srrachail 
which hnd induced idm imniodiately on 
his having been ihade acquainted tvith tjie 
existence of lord Chathanrs nafrayve 
(even befote he had hfiiiself- read it) to 
ap[irist sir R StracJjaii of the ^cirenm- 
stan c, aitii >ugh the rU^iidity with whKJj 
the narr.iljve was motcil fiU', and^>rodnc^Ml 
in the IIou^c of C!omi:iions, would n<pt per* 
init iiiin to .send a i-ojiy i^T it to the eal- 
lanj; admiral. Advetting to sft- liiclnnij 
Strachan’.s Icttei»of ^lie I37iii of Aug., he 
declared i.U it in hitf upuiinn it by n^> 
mean*} byre ihe characfcr of accusation^of 
themilitaiy department of Uie Kxj)edilion 
with which it had been i^hargc i. J* j,iin- 
‘pjy dccKtred the icytliucss of the navy U) 
,proc^eed; at the same time allow ing that 
the question of'^proceduir \»us purely a 
military one. Hu would rept at ihuii what 
he had said ui^ the fust da} (tf the se; -.ion, 
that ii\ bis oyinion^hu w'anl of success wa.s 
noi attrihu»able to any ono.^ It chiclly 
aro¥e from the .ulveiae winds and unfa¬ 
vourable aveutficy; causes over^ which it 
was impovsihlc^io mj?intv.in conliouli 
Jlc declared IDc anxiety whiflh lYc always 
felt to i.iainta i thn, ehaiaeter of the g tl- 
lan. oflici rs ‘.n tha» d* pa^Mmeni of the ser¬ 
vice ovit whi' h hr had the honom* *o pr**- 
side. N t conceiving,, hawf-ver, that ihe 
noble marquis lead inged. any jj^t grouiuls 
for his inode.i, he sh‘*uld give it Ins de¬ 
cided negative. ^ 

The E.ir'i of Dur,il(^ cciisideiLd the ge¬ 
neral ronduc.t of tninisters ii»jyr.ou.s fo ilie 
counuy, and called on them to stand 
ward, if they could, and ilial the 

late Expedition had been calamitous,and 


theii lordships. As he differed, however, 
on ceilain points from the noVle lord 
(Mu[erave), he felt it neccs.sary for him 
to state these points of diilcrencc and the 
grounds upon which they reslcd. He 
was sensible of the situation of^that noble 
lord, when called forward to slate, wdie- 
tlier he was or was not a party to the 
charges insinuated against the gallant ad¬ 
miral. to hear that noble 

lord make the avo*aI, that if he had up- 
prf*heM-l<*d that the narrative was in exist¬ 
ence, he siu uld not have advised his Ma- 
' jcsty to return answ'er jyhich had been 
given to the address of the city of I.A>ndon. 
lie fc.lt pecutiar sali.sfactinti at this admis¬ 
sion bccauic he had heard tTiat it liad been 
stated somewhere, and the ,noble secretary 
hid stated that nigly., that even though 
that paper had been known to in c.Kist- 
en''C the. same an.Twer would iiave been 
i i^lvised to iic givcM to the city of Lon¬ 
don. 13ui. ihv. noble loid s.ad, that if he 
hati known of ihi-. narrative, as he did of 
the nhi'otlon <d' an officer^,to oppose the 
vote td tliaiiks t<i ihi«.adtnhal ol the chan¬ 
nel fleet, he .should have felt it his duly to 
bring sir R. Siradlian to a court martial, 
though perfectly convinced that no blame 
cm.dd atiacli to that gallant admiral. 
Whnt he partii.uiarly complained of in 
I case of lord (lambier was, that witli- 
out * 01 } .charge c.xisting against him, and 
solely upon the avowed iiuenlioa of a 
member of |>arliainent to oppose tlic vote 
of thanks to biui, he had been brought to 
trial—a cirrumsiaucc not more unJustilU 
ab!c towards him than injurious to tlie in¬ 
tents o}' the navy. But the present case 
did not rest upon thfj vague declaration of 
tippositicfi on the part of a member of 
paiiianit.i>b—onuhe loose representations 
of ruiOou^ or tho uncertain and ambigu¬ 
ous expressions of unauthorized com¬ 
plaint, but was founded upon charges 
prcdorrcd by the commander in chief of 
a conjoint service against a particular 
bi aiv-h of that service.. If the members of 
Jjie cabinet had been aware of this circum- ' 
.stance, he was convinced, that neither 
from a regard to the honour and interests 
of their 'Siovcrcign, nor from a sense of 
duty to their country, could tjjiey have 
a(],vised his Majesty to answer tl^t no iiyi 

4 quiry 
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t|uiry was,necessary. It was, in.his opi- tlieuabt necessary. But in stating this, it 
ilion, the diAy of hie Majesty's pjrnistef, was not his intention laulter aword in con- 
vrhen acquainted, with tins narrative^ to deihnati(»ii of lord rhatham ; no, God for- 
have called upon sir il. Strachaii for his*] bid! Yet he could not bnt think thaialUhese 

circumstances afhirdcd abundant j^iounda 
for a military inquiry. He besoujfht their 
hudsliips therefor^' to consider seriously 
what had been the cfleCt of an Kxpeditiori, 
w'hich had wasted liiore men, cori'?umed 
moie treasures and exhausted and debili- 
iatcd*the means and nsmirces of this coun-* 
try in a greater degree than any Expedi¬ 
tion Aliich hail evtV taken place. It had 
been directcd«to a point ivitbiA four hours 
sail of our coa.st, and withiu* one mon^ 
had been found itiadeipjale to rls,ulteiior- 


Narrative, and upon considering both, to 
determine v^hethcr miy further inquiry 
was nccessarj^ But abovcall, it was the 
duty ol\he boanl of ndmiratiy to institute 
such inquiry. It made no dillercMicc in 
the case that lord (tainbier had demanded 
a Court martial, hecau.se it was the duty oi 
every olTiaer, against whom a charge might 
exist, to call for a court martial ,* but that 
was no excu.se for the King'.s govtrnnient, 
if, aware of suftirient ground for inquiry. 

His Majesty's ministers Were nil to con- _ _ _,_ _ 

sider whether or not *)flicer.s liked n) go object?;.* Yet tjio noble serrA^ify of stat«P 
before a court martini; it w’as their had asserted,* that ihe failure had ari.sen 
bounden duty to call for investigation' from a departure* from^the original |flan. 

whore inquiry «eemed to be neci'S'.ary_If tljit plan had heeg deported fioin, that 

He next came to ask, whatever might be ibparturc wjiS prt»p(*i;«subjecL for inquiry, 
the opinions ihe noble loid nnd bis c,ol- *F5ut he should be very curion.s to learn • 
leagues at present, iij>on wluU ground it from that noble secretary the reasons, 
was they had taken the re.^oliuion against wjiy .jucli il^pirlure from tin: original plan 
the inquiry, before •they had advised tlie li'**! caused .that failure, and he looked 
answer to^he city of Ij;)ndi>ii. The ques- upon that avcrtion as too sanguine, 4 ^ar- 
tion was not, whether iluy should have licularlf xiihen maiLt; isi prc^encti of mili- 
answered any thing nr* nothing. B(.fo»r*|urv olli^'ers, had been person; 

they declared against inqigry, ^hey w< re seiving •!) ih.'.t Kxpcilition, The noble 

s'^crefary had ^talked in high sounding 
teims ot'tlie ettect ol' personal responsi- 
jiilitVjj but ho could not. call to mind^ny 
case of sucli per^c'gal iTsnonsibilily, ex- 
t^ept that of. sir Jolib Moore, in which his 
\t‘jcsty's ministers aitiMupted lo*throwall 


bound to lie in posse'^sion of all the^iutbr- 
matioii and do#um<'nts upon w'hich such a 
question could Ec foufuled. Much of lliis 
argunu'iit he n sted upon the infonnaiion 
of a noble earl, who liaj seived upon the 
Expcfluion. According to the sia’cuunt 


of that, noide friend, it appi arctl ihat vcspon^ilninv from liu'in.selvcsr upon that 
mucli inisappreheusioM liad j>rcvai(c<i*\vLii i dlu* .lU otlicei# llys, it might be said^ 
respect to the (ii-.patcti ot .■'ir U. Str.ielij^n, w.astlu’ r i on why h'rd Cliatiiard had not 
which he Wrts sme was ueveu- iiilvh<lvd to been st.-ici 'd to '-ivc in an oflicial J'^ivra* 


convey the sliglile''t blinu* against the 
earl of ('harbain. As to llir fict ol' the 
precise time \^hen the trauspor«s had 
pas.scd a particular point, the kind olTiccts, 
stated one thing, and the sea diicers ano¬ 
ther. Even this dillerence ol srnteuimit 


live ; I Cl aiisc, ii tfn* ci/mnitinders by sea 
and kind sluinld justify tlien»‘:"lvos, ihtAr 
the heaviest r 4 *s[ioji^ii)ility*that ever at- 
laclicil to .my g 'VcwmcnU wuulij rest 
upon ki> ,Vlajc<<ty\ ministers.—At that 
[unird of the duh.ite he slipuld not think 


he would contend was a go<id ground cf 1 of enterii^g ^inlo a c >ii*idcra!fflii of the 

;_.. •!._ _ _I I ) __4:..„ i_«.. .■ _u.* .u 


inquiry. Bui upon flic retuni^ol lord 
Chatham to England aftfcr thft bfikirc ol 
such an exptilition, the*govorn»iPni was 
bound to call npi»n linn for an f'Xpkn^atioii 
of its progress add results. The account 
from .sir It. Srachaii had not neen re* 
ceived till tsejftemher. ,At ih.it perntd 
lord fha h am was isi England, yet dn:ing 
the whole time no nairaiive was required 
from him. Nay, that yo])ic loid Inul 
bee»in England during ilie whole offrifp- 
tember, Oitober, November, • ibnl even 
Decembes; still iio narrainV had been 
Called fo/from him, nor was any i'oqui«y 
▼OL. XVI. . • 


ijlies!ion, ■#«> il l>orc^jj)<jn a service, w’Wth 
W. 1 S eit i»ficc*the.prid(; and the bulwark of 
fiilp nation. litt lie could not avoid look¬ 
ing at it in a constitutional point of view, 
whvn a noble b>rd at the head of the*ad- 
inirahv thought that his ignorance of thU 
nai rative. .and tlial of tlie oilier members 
of the cabinet, would be sufficient, a.s it 
were, to noujnit his woble friend, or to 
induce him to withdraw his motion. The 
i|oblc lord bad admitted that in this Nar- 
i^'iti^e was contained a sub^taiftive charge 
ag.Mn«t the conduct of'tlie pavy; but he 
had, forgotten to noiioe, that it also coB* 

• R • 
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tained a heavy charge against the execu¬ 
tive administration jof the navy. lu the 
case of su< h a charge, were their lordships 
to be satisfied with a mere verbal contra- 
diction^of it ? Iloiv came it, that the mili¬ 
tary commander, being him.self a nienihcr 
of the cabitiel, after havjng prepared such 
a slalomunt, could binjg himself to decide 
that no inquiry was necessary ? The noble 
lords well knew, however, that ail the 
members of the cabinet had not be(n«par- 
ties to the answer to the city of I.ondon. 
Was it not lit Subject foV’inquiry, that some 
members of’grvernment had not been pai - 
tnK to this famous answer? Was it suffi¬ 
cient foi^those who iovCd the constitution 
fo be tyld 'fefbaUy who liatl, and \Wit) had 
not been parties to that an.swer? The mo-, 
tionf he must atrov^gly ckuAond, ought to' 
be agreed to, not only in order to dij.Lhver 
those who bad advjstd ih^. answer, b.ut 
I with a.view to those future proceedings 
which it iniiiht be necessary to resort to. 
He was syrprised to hear ilic yoble secre¬ 
tary of state declare that nt> eftects It^ul 
folloived from the piocoe*(ling in tins casj. 
Good God ! that no ytlV cts slv)oUl have^ 
followed fr<uii the unc8nstitMtioqal praCr 
tice of an individual, pos.ipving l^in^olfof 
the King’s ear, and availing himself of 
that peniicions privilege io instil poison 
’ intojiis Sovcicign’s mind ! That‘no * ITects, 
should have resifited, from a perM'ii thus 
having the* King’s eaf, taking, advilutag^ 
of his Sovereign’s favour, to insinuate jyi- 
cretly serious cbnrgeS, as well against a 
gallant adnnr.d, wjin li^l bttii a di'^hi- 
guished brnarnenl of* ins profession, and 
ievoU?*! the whoin of his life if» the service 
of Iiu country, ^ agaui^t the whole ser- 
vh:e over ifchich he jiresidcd. Could the 
noble secrctaiiV say that po idFicts had 
followed,, wljen a* Narrative, containing 
such charges, had remained s<^long where 
it had remaine^, in the possession of his 
Majesty, "wiihou| the laiowled|fe of the 
other members yf the Vabinet? ^fhe nobhi 
lord in the blue nbbanil had^ alluded to 
some event which occurri^d at afo ’ndr 
eriod. If ft were possible for liim to go 
aef to transaciions winch took place .m.x 
and f<»rtv years siufe,,hc had no doubt 
that he should be able to give a^coinplel# 
and Fsti^'i'aciorv answer to the observations 
of that uobl'i loid. .Eut he should have no' 
difficulty in ‘.avirs;^, that in every situation 
and in all |U'S=5ihlc t ircumitaitocs lie'must 
deprecate t^at syUemof double govuii}- 
roentwhici) forward one set of men 
as the ostensible administiation, but in- 
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vests another set of men concealed from 
public vjew, with all the effect-ive powers 
of government. Such a system he should 
Condemn in all cases, as rendering it im- 
possiMc fqrany set of men, possessing the 
nominal powers of oilice, to discharge the 
duties of the executive government, cither 
with credit to themselves, or with 'advan¬ 
tage U) the country. Tiiis was the first 
time that their lordships had upon their 
table, any paper shewing the existence of 
such a system; and he had oniy to ex¬ 
press his regret, that any set of men could 
be found to countenance such a system. 
Thus much he had thought it necesj^ary to 
say in justfifiration of his vote ; and it was 
‘matter of surprise *lo him, liow it could 
have haj:f''*ned, that llic King’s answer to 
ithe city ot 1..-.'don was directly contrary 
to what it must have been„ if this Narra¬ 
tive had been known to his cabinet mi- 
' msters. , 

The House tiioii divided: (Contents— 
‘Present -kl ; Proxies 49—-OO.—N<m-con- 
tents—Present 70; Proxies OU—ISO'.-- 
Majority 4(>. ^ ^ 

Li&t uj ihc Minority^ 

P R L S i. N r. 


Dukes. 

Besboroiight 

Norfolk* 

Morra,. 

Sonimct 

. Iijrnk'v 

Artfylc 

C’arysfort 

AlARQlU&SLf. 


l.nitSidowne 

f^iiiK'rdale 

StaiVoid 

Vi5»coi/Nr, 

I)^^\v■n^hiro 

Liufki luy 

tleadfyrd 

JUrons. 

1, Donjil.i‘y 

Grenville 

^ Laris. 

St. John 

Derby 

Cirriiigton 

SpnrK'or 

f jollaiui 

flardniokc 

Keith V 

Ableinarlo 

Lr&kinc ‘ 

Kssex 

Kinfr 

Luonii 

Saye and .Sole 

LX)noughmor4 

Ponwinby 

Uo^slyii 

Kllenbu rough 

Grey 

Ilawko 

llchestcr , 

[ Lilfonl 

Grosvenor" 

Dundas 

I3i istol ' »• 

" Bishop of Oxford 

P'r 0 X I E s. 

Dukc^. 

(Jarnanron 

SI. AIUads 

ChdlmondeUy 

'Po\(»iisbiv<s 

Slia!t< 2 ,shury 

Grattoti 

porte^cua 

Bedford 

Cu lisle 

Marquisscs. 

Kghnton 

IVickiuKbam 

St. Vincent 

Rnte 

Cork and Orroiy 

Tvwnslicnd 

* ‘Walde^vavc 


Fil/H'iliiain 

Tiinkorvitle * 

Jersey 

U'lrlington 

Upper Ossorr 
Suffolk \ 

Sc^Uirou^h 
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Radnor 

Thanet * % 
Berkeley 
Huilford 
Charlcmont 

Viscounts. 

Bolingbroke 

Chfdeii 

Anson 

Baroni. 

Ashburton 

Suwcl 

Braybrole 


Crewe • 

Montfort , 
Auckland 
Olabtonbury 
Cawdor 

SuRtors • ' 

Hutchinson 
YarUonnigh 
Dp Clifford 
Southampton * 
Foley 

lh^llop of St. Asaph 
■ — ■ m,.m of I.li)CoIll 


HOUSE or %OMMON>. 

Friday, il/mcA,'2. \ 

[The Earl of ChatRam’s Narratixe.] 
JMr. Whubread lose in pursuance of lii.s 
previous notice to make a specific motion 
on this subject, giul spoke to the folluMtn^ 
elleci ;—Sir, but seven Hays Jiave elapsed 
since 1 felt it to^be my duty to submit do 
the consideration oflhisflou^ea certain 
proposition, founded upon a strong anrl 
justifiable suspicion, atliat a line of con¬ 
duct most ^nconslitutityial and improper 
had been pursued by a noble lord, at this 
moment a member of th^ King's cnbinel^ 
and late the commander in cjiief flfthc dis¬ 
astrous Expedition to the Scheldt. I^then 
contended, that«t was not only the right, 
but that it becanle the*incumbont duly of 
this House to call for the production of all 
documents and papers, touching the im¬ 
portant inquiry i 4 which it is engaged, 
which it had reason to believe were in 
possession of the frown, and nio.'^t pajficu- 
iarly if they had been communicated iii 
in a w'ay most likely to excite ilscwnstilu- 
tional jealously, and call for its unbiased 
and active vigilance. I had the proud 
satisfaction to find upon that occasion that 
iny liumble efforts were not ineffectual ;— 
for to the immortal honor oftliis fluiise 


triAmph, and a sound constitutlpnal pre¬ 
cedent. Have 1 not reason also to con¬ 
sider those efforts successful in an unli- 
milted degree, when I recollect that the 
decision was obtained in despite of all Ihe 
power, all the persuasion and all the in¬ 
fluence of the ministry I And here*l must 
beg leave to imreai* the IIou.‘?e to look 
back to the conduct of the right bon gen¬ 
tlemen opposite, to retrace and consider 
the course they have thought proper to 
|>ursiie upon the ocpjision. 

Wllen the noble carl (lord^ Chatham) 
upon \vho;.e (JOnduct I felt* it rny duty 
lo niiimadvert wMs :^l«thc bar o'fthis House ; 
Land w'Iihh it was endeavoured t;^*%xlrac^ 
^from IniTi a plain answer to certain wJirect 
ifucstions, it \va^ ass^rttj/1 by his Mnjes^’c 
mint|;ters, that iii^onsi<llM‘aiion ofilie rank 
and pnvilegcs^of that nobleman 4V(; had 
no right to {tress him tfpou these points. 
In answ'cr to this doctrine, it was contended 
by us, tiiat there did aruUinust exist in this 
lUase^a righ^^to extract from any iiulivi-* 
dmfl, brought* beliue us as a witness, the 
fullest evidence upon all pubffc transac¬ 
tions to ^hfeh our pvjuirics w'crc directed 
—•that right we maintained to be indis¬ 
putable, A the vaine time admitting that 
the txlreipe ca«;s I'or its exercise were 
undoubted[y rarff. Eut what course did 
Ihs Mf^sly'a ministers [yopose ? What 
line of proceeding did they in ^the spirit 
of an affected candour recommend ? They 
told us that there wag an easy wa^ to ex¬ 
tricate vs from our difliculty, Jliat way 
they«lated to be,«oprooced by an,addrcss - 
to*lbe v**f>wn, calling lor such documents 
as wc supposed to fsave jfeen delivei^d ; 
and, in order to engage us more cheerfully 
to jiursuc their recommendatioii, they as- 
suied us ofanamsw'er most^ropitious to 
•our wi-shes. Such wastReir rffcomlmAida- 
lion lo us ; n^'v mark the contrast which 


let it be spoken, that, to tiie addresjt, 
which it then agreed to have conveyed to 
the crown, an answ'er has been sidce re¬ 
turned, not only fully jiistifj’inglhe'course 
it then found necessary l(T ado|jt,* biij, too 
strongly illustrating and confirming .tlu' 
suspicion, which It thouglit proper on 
that occasion to uritertain. 1 must be al-* 
lowed to repeat that in that instance my 
efforts were successful in the most ex¬ 
tensive sense of the word ; for I most sin- * 
cerely^ consider the decisioi;i of that night, 
as forijiing a most important political cura 
ill the history of this empire—ah*afia lo 
which in distant times poste.rity will look 
bagk with mtional pride as a great political 


their subsequent conduct exhibits. When 
thi.s very aid ness is gropcAed winch they 
life mselve.s**first recommended, do the\'^ 
f.urlv act upon t^licir own recommciida- 
noh No. They pursue a lijic of con¬ 
duct wholly inconsistent with tlicir foimer 
,piort*s.Hions ; they endeavour to defcat^it 
by /ivery exertion nnthiii the grasp of their 
inCffl.x:tual power. Why I mention 
this fact ? I mention it, that this House 
hhouM recollect it umohgst the long and 
disgustpig eiiumeiatton of similar lueasures 
ofAhis administration. 

•Fot return to the immediate object of 
my present motion—We nowrknow, from 
evidence unque6tiouabl&, that Juhiii eaH 
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of Cliatiiam, in a most unconstitutional 
and clandestine manner, as a minion and 
a lavouriie, has abused the royal co'nfi- 
dcncei at the same time, and by the .sanu- 
act, tlmt he lias violated the most sacred 
principles of the constit'iiion.—This 
knowle/lge, I say, wq arc possessed of 
from undeniable eVid^iice, and it only be¬ 
comes thus Iloti>c to take the earliest op¬ 
portunity of decitliii" upon that evidence 
and of expressing, byiu recorded ifsohi- 
tions, its high reprobation and just indig¬ 
nation at such proceedings. II.uI It in¬ 
deed been* an «>rdiirny inenil^er ol par- 
lianDcnt wlmhad bccii thus t>ui(iv ; h k 1 
It bcet^ an nulividuid unproleclcd b\ 
•the pj iv'i1Vi>*V s of idcvalcil tanl^ * llierc 
\unild m sin ii circinmianees'bo nf» luccs. 
sity for the pr. smtl nunion. '[’he c.lsC 
wunUl liavu been lonif ;ujo*(l'’eldi'd ;* ibe 
indignain ii (d this fjonse ude^d have bia’u 
before tit;s tune veuleii upon the idlemi-* 
ing individual. ^ (ll.-ar, liear!) Am i 
,stiti(i«' ajty tiimi? whic!* tin ,r\<nt)ipalifc>n 
of tin* rn.blt lord do * n ./I fully 

me.jji J e'li co*i»(i''i tt ili ti I am 

i\oi. (’oui[) *c (be V''^'uninai*»ii%cr lot i 
Chaiham, on tL> 2 <i?of lu i); u,*rv, wli 
his examiiiaiion on Dm 2^ib-ann* 
mondi ; liisl with one auj'th'r, anfl duMi 
with tin* ati wci v.liiclihis iMdj'-vtV has 
bc'ji ple..scd to gr-.c to \vm 1 i a<l*Iie»^; atttj 
sioill not (his Ifoave^i-'i n,>o;j tini p tra- 
iroaint pihiiiple, ti.al epe ! jijstic.c ongrt' 
to be admiiU'-rcrcui, at. I that ilic highm 
Ihc silual;t>M of llte diUnder, ilie ^nei'cr 
ihoidil be ’its iiidig^nulio)^ and ns < • U'-ufi 
But the* iiuijvidii:;I.*in this ncMamc is«a 
•pcei* invvalcd \^lih all tin* pnvdeges ol 
tliat exalted stifl it is iJk: liuht and 

the fluty (il' ^'very ineinber of this lIoU'C* 
to observe upwi hiscomluc;/, and that duty 
J leek myseLt iin|)^riously caiKd upon to 
perform. 

I fiml then,,tiiat .lolni earl of tdjath.nn, 
iho late ffommauder in cliifk’o^ the expe¬ 
dition to the ^Scheldt, did, \vdhoiU any 
consnltatimi v.iih bis colh iigffes In the ca- 
binc’t, as I most truly hebevt - -n i hdln 
intiniating Ihr. intention Jo hi*, htoilnn nf- 
iic«r ulii) Cfioni nivk'l the nav d Ur/ e 
n]i/»n that exp. diti -n, and uhollv un- 
knnv.'ii, ss'Vo. tf> } lovai , 11 ivona'^c 
WiiO'*? c-oninlvnci h*. ms Hl)u-,e»] did T 
say coun.nnfc-it'' to tii.it peiMinagc. d 
uarroiiNe • < • ;nigsnn d»n.t eXjio- 

diL.on, fo I ‘i ih'., J 5tb of Jjnu.n^v 

last. 1 (ituHIiat it -w ii. the po^ses.di'U.pf 
titat aujj'ist jw rsoiia- '--'pped op in the 

n.ojt imjiencliiibie iccy—a rc»y 


* 

desired )>y him who presented it, until tht 
14Lh ot^ February last. At deast, it re¬ 
mained wholly undisturbed until the 7lh 
I*of that month, when for reasons as yet 
only kno>vn to the earl ol Chatham, it was 
requested of the kiwg to leturn it to him 
for correction.* 1 say, reasons us yet only 
km»wn Vy that iiolde lord, for I am sure 
thert; is no man who tan deny that the 
reasons sun e'lated by him aie s(» incon¬ 
sistent and coiilraditlory, ilnil it is im- 
j>()S'*ihle to iiSNumc that we are ^c/|uainled 
with his real motives. On iliat (lay how- 
( vei liie noble lor/i applied to have itie 
di'cumenf n turned to him, for the purpose 
of allei a(#on. Ills reijuesf was actpjiesced 
in; ami what 'vas the .iltciation which he 
himscli es tfdd you Ue k pbae r lie told 
voii til it II >‘isisted m the omission ot a 
p.n agiapli, com damg aji opinion—an 
/jpimon, obseivc—yet, when .solicited to 
slate the naluie ot that opinion, he 
{ declanN his inihinrv to c/niimunicate 
th.it most iH'cessarv ndormarion. (ih ar, 
heai !) Ilis e\ .mmpion pr.:c*eiU; .nid 
(he noble loi»l is jokeo, when^tliis N.irra- 
nve ;.o filler* <l was at;;,m p<cseuied *m his 
f }4 qeslv i Mark ‘'In.** an-.wt r. lie staies, 
thit it w*.' tendeii'd by him to his sove« 
reign upoi the I-Kh of February. Struck 
w nil fisc pec 111 Ml it, of ilie i m M; iidered,* 
inysell bnmediaU'ly ysk* ri the noble 
lord, w!ia» lie meant by the expr/ ssion lie 
had thu^ UM'd, «m*l wlieilier (lie Nariativc 
iifii n that (lav had acinalU passed iino 
hl^ MajeMv’s haii'is ? 'I’o this Ins reply 
v;as.i.-ii)aL it bad not. *11. re (lien v\as 
*i .iy>aper pievcnted upon the linii ol Janu- 
j ary List, conveying at Ic.ist twelve direct 
charges again, iIk* gall.mi naval oiJicer 
v\ ho conmi.uidcd, w ith an ii td the 

imble lord's athxeil. An opinion ! And 
am 1 not bound to jiroume that such opi¬ 
nion, so eonimimicated, imwMiot, rec/diec- 
tud, by the noble lord, went to incidpate 
the nav.il odieer ag.tinst wlmm tins very 
Narrative now levised, coaiains, as 1 
belbio SiUJed,*lwelv(* direct cliaigis of 
niK'Conilyct ? (Hear, heat !) 

'I ly’e Ilohse will recolleci, that this Nar- 
rative in the t*ba|)e m which i.‘ was origi- 
j suiliy piv.scntnl, with auropimon atlixed, 
was tor twoniy five days m the hands 
of lu? Majesty—that .there did not since 
(M mir any eordirence, any letraclion— 
that (‘ven in ns amended, or rather in its 
dittoed form, it wa.s not read to the^King 
— thauitf was not admitted to that luyU 
pei'son.ige *6. say t*) the noble |()rd, 1 find 
ywur,lordship has changed ytVJrNarrar 
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tive, have you also changed your opinion ? 
la not this ati ollenre of the most aggra¬ 
vated iKiiuie against the iirtit principles of 
our Constitution f Is it not an oiii nre that it' 
sutFcred to esc: pc wiilioui llie iccotcK'd 
animadversion of' tliisjlouse, i.s pregnant 
with the most incaiculaljle. evils r Look 
at the period, wlien the House »»f Com¬ 
mons ii called upon to exercise its duty 
upon such transactions. We are now ap¬ 
proaching the close of a hnig reign of a 
monarch, ^vho above all others, has liveil 
in the hearts and alRctions of Ins people? 
But as a monarch has his peculiar vir¬ 
tues, so h.is every reign ils cliaracterisiic 
features. Most trulv can we s^y oi ti’.c 
revered Sovereitrn ot ^tliC'e 'calms, that 
ins viriues are Ins own, and that whaldver 
evils have occurred, are to be attributed 
to the hcrvant^ v^ho iv,\\e been siicces- 
aivelv in ibc i-njoynnau of his confidence. 
What then ii.i* boen the characteristic fea¬ 
ture of this le'i'n r H ive we not bec'n tdii! 
by authorities the most enli'led to vera¬ 
city and coiiHdei'cf^ that Irom its very 
coijimencepieiit there Iris existcil a secret, 
mv-stiiiou^, utul unc^^nsiitutumal iidlu- 
eiici’, winch Iwi.^selat Mf)u,ihl tiial re'.poi^* 
sdnlity wiiich the con-litul ion •demands 
from the adviMo-.oI the crown? ILc^not 
such a c-immn^icrtlion been made^itliih 
liic wall^ OI thitt bv him who had 

carried ihc rcpuialion of this coiinlry to 
the zcnitli ol' Us glory—uy fnai, who, by 
* his Mn->ul!ied and exalted putrioti.Nin, had 
actjuircd that title-uperior to uhat united 
kin.,s could bestow, icnntly, that ot the 
lirsi cotiimoucr o) hngland ; 1 nteaft him, 
altciwaiils crea'ed Willimn carl Chat¬ 
ham ? in puucr, au<i out of powei, in fa¬ 
vour and 111 •jisgracc, that ever to ho ve- 
nciiucd statcsuiriii feit the malignant in- 
rtucnci; of this secret and num'tious eon- 
spiracy, which, as he ileciareil existed 
hichind (he throne, and was greuer rli^n 
the throne itsidf. IJ.is he n it puldi^lufl il 
in those speechvs, uhich \\v hfN». autho¬ 
rity to cniHider asliisown; ^ml.yet we 
live in limes, vvln-ri lor dm very^ame dc- 
chuaiioii, men ^rc aetuailv’.♦dlhilig in 
your {;ao)s. Ihw, if its cxisteme was 
hcrel<»fnre prol^euiatical, we havfit hotv* 
bcloic ns uiyiiia>k« d r^nd unravclieil. 
Strange fatjlity! iiiatin thesAmoflhatyeTy* 
mull who first made tin* o'dil ami awful an; 
nimciation, wc siigu d (nid one of the 
agcijls of th it occulr mlhience which life 
father so long dcpreciand uiui»S(f tong re¬ 
sisted.—Long has that fatal iidlnencc been 
but too sl^xessful in the dccomplLhnn^t 


I of mUcfiicf! Vain has been the past 
cObrts to resist or to expose ii. . Though 
ccrt-Hin in the realization of its views, it 
j. disappeared before U was delected. Who-* 
ever were the ostensible servants r)ji the 
crown; h nvevrr great and salutary the 
priiieiplesof their policy, or the objects of 
their administration, their labours were 
couiiteiacted ; their jftst expectations dis¬ 
appointed. However incessant the toil 
to ue^vc tlio web, in one night, in one 
hour, this invisible power was able to un- 
ruvei lit. It like *• 

---—t)je (Inid^ing fjobihl sweat 

T-i f'iin his iwl duly »et, , ^ 

WJuMi ii] one mgJil, of tnortl, 

I Hl-> s.hn(l(i\\y Had h »d thiosli d the 

That tAi day-i.i4i*i<u<‘r*> could not end; ^ 

• Aod 'trctcli'il out all tju‘ <'l»imiicy\s length, 

, • r.i'-ks !ir the liau^•^«tr*•l»glh, . • 

Aiu#cro;»rul <,ut tif ilodis lie tlii‘j;s, 

Ki'f.'tlii* liist oo^k hi*, in^ttii) iiuji'*. • 

SI’liat hi^ M.^csty is lutt in any degree to 
blame, I am ready to admit, and ilial his 
■ sacred feelings an* not toljc violated by the 
C(*pst*.vliiclf 1 propo^e, is what ITiUocon** 
tend, irhi-vlioiMiiir ami Ins inj,eic.sts have 
bu ll to(| h’pg* sacriii. cd U* .sdch an imcori- 
sntutiomil tnllueius*, it is right that hi.'i 
e\'esshoiJ(l lu* at l.ii;illi opened ; opened 
Hi iluvnomi'iU when thi) power is detect¬ 
ed in Its inn'n nrc, and uncon.sti- 

lUtion.d e.'fcrcisc. It is right thai Parlia- 
nieiit ^uudd declare lhatihe constitufion 
id'tiiis country ne\c# will admit of any 
other ailvi-Hns, but thu.>e who are t|ie avow¬ 
ed!! osif iistlilc, and •responsibie servants 
of the crown. The H‘uhc of^’ornmoirs, 
i^w, that It has exposed to its view theex-* 
crrise^if this inlluence, should take oai'c. 
bv (he manil'esiaiiuil of it<> imiignation, to 
w.irn otl)er-» from a similar course in fi>« 
ture. ihit m the present i^istancc, is the 
danger of such an olimice bmitted to a 
mere abstrai^ violation of the constitution? 
Is it a siinide i-in, not aggravaied hy the 
coiiscipjcnces of any acti/al evjl.? See 
yliat the lonVhas uone^ and extend 

Voiir thovglsts U) what might have pro- 
i)Ab iy ber-n ih^iionsequence of such con¬ 
duct. Could he have devised any thing 
ino^e likely to produce di.ssciitions between 
tiic iiiiiifary and naval .service, and all that 
t^rghtlui traiiv*orevds to which such a 
lamity would lead ? It has been the glory 
t)l hitter times, that between the two de¬ 
scriptions of our j/ublic force, upon, all 
occa.s!on>, whcicthc intei^sts pf the umpiiv 
ciylipd tor tlicir combined exertion, thr 
most zealous co-operation hiM> been manU 
feated. Durin^this]oiiganddiaa«ti<oi»vvai^.^ 
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disastrous as I may say, when applied to (he 
attalnmcDtof oururiginal objects, thiscoun- 
try has enjoyed the h:ip]iiiiess ot’ finding 
upon no one occasion, the least recognition 
d'tho^e complai nts which did un fortunately 
exist at other periods of its history, and 
which, if they had now existed, wou,!d 
have been felt in<thc foss of thousands of 
our gallant defender!?! hut, on the contrary, 
we have unifoimlv witnessed the same 
' zeal, the same energy, and heroic dev4^tion, 
animating both descriptions ofonr defence, 
each adding io the glofy of the other, by 
the recipracal assistance itflordud when 
t^eir conjoi^ijL operations were demanded. 

I*wiil not directl)* •charge the noble 
4ord witlKtbc intention of crraliiis; any 
disuniSn between tbe^naval and militar); 
branches of the service, b,uM beg leave lr> 
call this House to the contradiction w^iich 
exists b<»twTen Iiii^own statijments, toge¬ 
ther with their variance wilR the truth,* 
which his IVlajesty^s answer has unfolded. 
Pirsl, let it be rerfollected, that the nobje 
lord doUlVmincd upon his unconstituTioi^nl 
course, at ajime when ii8 inquiry into t.lie 
Expedition to^the Scheldt wasjnl^nded ; 
when in place of such*a measure being 
intended, his colleagues in the cabinet had 
declared a contrary intention ; w'\m\ he 
must have known that the^' would exert 
all their power and innumcc t(f reijjst or, 
evade it; whcndic could not contemplate 
that the public spirit oi' this Hquse^ in unit 
son with J^he public voice of the country, 
would wring it Imni a ►oluctanl l)iu discom¬ 
fited miiii-itty. It was such a momyfii, 
and undwsuch a state ot things, that the 
jioblc lord sci/eii theopfiortuiiity ofdaikly 
and secretly stabbing ?lie constitution of 
his country, or if not the constitution, of 
■tabbing the ^laval repetition of sn K. 
Strachai Bui he^leilsyon, that on the 
14-th of February he hr.^t pri^senlcd this 
Narrative to the King Why that particu¬ 
lar time ? • Because it was a levee day. 
When questioned furtlK r for h\^ rca^^onsw 
for delivering ic at all, he states, *tliat he 
understood it was the iiit/'nlion of sh- 
R. Slrachan to present a Narrative of his 
proceedings. He is fiirthcv interrogated, 
and nis answer is, that he was anxious that 
both Nairaiives should be presented on tlm 
same day, as he was unwilling not to de¬ 
liver his before thajt of sir R. Slrachan. ' 
Let the House remember, that the 14th of 
Pebruary was,fixefi upon by thq noble *lordj 
at a time wlfesn this House was ignora^nt,^ 
as were his colleagues, of any previous 
‘ presentation* '.Wbat w^re your reasons. 


(the noljlelord is asked,) for selecting that 
day fur this simultaneous of>e‘ration be¬ 
tween you and the naval commander? lie 
had none. Had you any previous com- 
munjeation with that otliccr ?—No. 
Were you called upon to produce such a 
s!atem«*Mt ?—No. \V”a.s sir R. Slrachan ? 
—I bf'licve not. But you did deliver one 
oil the 14t(i of February r—I did. Did 
sir R*. Slrachan ?—-I believe not. 

Compare these statements with what we 
now know to have passed before, and 
there is, 1 contend, no necessity for com¬ 
ment. Compare his examination on the 
22d, with his examination on the 27th, 
and there# is, I contend, no necessity for 
comment. Yet, after all these statements, 
shall It bf* contended, that though twelve 
[.direct acciuia: i'^ns are conveyed against the 
navy, there exist’d no wijh or intention 
upon the part of the noble lord to impute 
blauu* to tliat quarter r What I U the noble 
lord ihi n to throw firebrands in sport ? In¬ 
i'deed if it could be supposed liiatin the mili- 
taf-^scrvicc minds coiyd be found liable to 
be imposed upon, and deluded ^hy .such a 
proceeding, then it were almost impossible 
calculate upon* the conse<|iicnt evils. 
But I con£^ss, as circumstances have now 
luil'oldod themselves, 1 am not at all ap- 
prcliefthivc of such consequences; now 
that the dark and ckndestinc iiiiiigue is 
ex))Osed in oficn daylight, no dillcience 
brlwceii the two * branches of the public 
service can exist. But both, will, J trust, 
continue to proceed, evincing the same 
zeal, cordiality and valournis have hereto- 
fone clfaracterlsed their combined Ojiera- 
tions. 'j'hal I may not waste the time of 
this Mouse, or prevent abler men from ad- 
dre.-.-sing more persuasive arguments to its 
consideration,! now beg leave to conclude, 
not without some emotions of anxiety-— 
'not an anxiety proceeding from any doubts 
or/ears that I entertain as to the propriety 
of the conduct which I have felt it my 
duty to pCrsue ; but an anxiety created 
by the apprehencion that I have not done 
full jus'licq to niy* country—an anxiety I 
fi ri for thcMecision of this night. 1 still 
however, cannot anticipate one hostile ob¬ 
jection to the resolutions I «shall propose, 
when I remembpr what yt^ir recent con¬ 
duct «has been when you addressed the 
ci;/)wn, even upon the suspicion of an un¬ 
constitutional proceeding. When, there¬ 
fore, vou find that the deed which you sus¬ 
pected has been done ; when the undenia¬ 
ble proofs ard, before you, not to pass a 
vo(u of censure upon him wltohas mended. 
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would be not only inconsistent with your ed l!b him in voting against the Address 
former rote, but would be as highly de- after he had stated it to be the proper 
rogatory front your character, as it would course to address the throne onsuchocca* 
be incompatible with your most imperative *sions, the hon. gent, himself did away the 
duties, subversive of the most vital princi- charge wliile he made it.—He haa said. 


pies of the constitution. (Heart hear!). On 
the contrary, should the vote of this night 
crown the labours of your former struggle 
against all tlie influence of power aiidt fa¬ 
vouritism, you will give the best answer 
to whatever has been stated to your pre¬ 
judice, exeaiplifying an integrity of prin-^ 
ciple, and a spirit of patriotism, which 
could not be exceeded in any relbrmaticn 


that he would always maintain the right, 
but alwa^'s contend dor using it with dis* 
cretion. -Saying ihi«^ lie admitted it to 
be a fair question, whether or not that was 
a time, at which it could be used with dis- 
cretiofl ? lie therefore, thinking it impro¬ 
per, could cop.sifitciV.^ opposp it. With 
respect to the motion, he hoped the House 
would not be pi^cipitate, and tote the Re- 


which others, or J myself, would wish to | solutions prfjposerl without dift* considera^ 
seceflectcdintlieconstitutionoflMsllouse. ^ion. On Thursday, when he was.-iflform- 
The lion gent. concluSed with movipg. ed that*ifotice Wad been given of such a 
1. That It appears to this House, that nto,lion, he had i^sketkif jt wasjust that tlia 
John, earl of Chatham, having requested !*evideacc given at*lhcir bar should becan- 


assed before it had been printed. • It was 
notdVJr to select one or*two questions from 
tlic evidence, for the purpose of creating a 
^di^cussion. If that course were to be pur- 
snod, ef what u.se was it to print tha* 
miiftites of the tyidence, as gentlemen, 
who on that account did not,regmIarIy*at- 
to be a Narrative, of his proceedingsas Com- ^tend, cOvlld*not be ^prepared for the de- 
mander in Chief of liis Majesty’s lamt bate. Tlie hon. gent, seemed, indeed, in 
forces in the late Expedition thc^cheldt; some measure aware of the impropriety of 
arfd that lie withheld all knowledge t^cre- taking*up.the subject in sucli a manner, as 
of, both from hi« Mnjest 3 '’s ministers, and he had expressed an intention of putting 
the admiral comfhand/lig in the said Ex- the c\^cnce out of the,question. But 
pedition, whose conduct is materially im- had he not raised considerable prejudice? 


his M.qesty to permit him to present his 
i-eport to his Majesty, and having also re¬ 
quested that hi.% Majesty would not com- 
nninicate it for the present, did, on the 
1.5ih of January last, privately lran«niit to 
his Majesty' a paper, tearing date the ]5th 
day of Oct(d)i*r preceding, and purporting 


plicated in the said Narrative; that the 
same was, on the.lOlh day of February 
last, returned to him by his Majesty’s com- 
maiul, in consequence of his own request ; 
and that, on the 14th of Febniarj^ he aga5i 
tendered the said Narrative to his Majesty, 
the same having been previously altered by 
the supprcssi^i of a paragraph, containing 


against-the individual whose conduct ho 
had so fully discusse^i, b}'’ contrafting the 
evidence given by him on the»22d with 
that of the 27th,AvhtTrtit appeari^d to bo- 
oP an unfavourable nature ? Was it too 
mucli to require a short thne to condder * 
of it? Would it be well to hurry them? 
selves on an occasion, which might con- 


matter of opinion, the substance of which, sign the character of an inditidualto such. 


this House by the examination of the said 
carl ofCInitham, has been unable to ascer¬ 
tain.—2. That the carl of Chatham, by 
private communicalion'to Ins Majesty, ac¬ 
companied by a desire ofsecrecy,*did un¬ 
constitutionally abuse the privitegd of ac¬ 
cess to his Sovereign, anfl thereby qfFord 


obloquy as the resolutftns v^nt tb throw 
on the noUe lord r What advantage 
could there be in passing those resolutions 
on a Friday, ihat might tiot be gained if 
tHey wer§'-not decided on*till Monday? 
Would it not be -better to postpone them 
tilT then, that they might at least have the 


" 'll '. , , ^ ^— — — - ^-— -- - - —-- 

an example most pernicious in its tendency appearance of deliberntively considering 
to hifl Majesty’s setvice, and to the ge-^ the Subject before they ga\e their vofe? 
neraf service of 4he State.” * It \vas not well to decide on that evidence 

The (f the Exdi€<pitr com¬ 

plained that a most-unfounded'misrepre¬ 
sentation had been given by the hon. gent. 


of his conduct, lie had qpntended, that 
it waa inconsistent to ask a privy counsel¬ 
lor and a cabinet minister to reviAil* what 
by oath he was forbiildep .to disclose. 
W^th re8]^ct to the inconsistency impuP- 


which liad only been put Into their hands 
sjnee entering the House that day.—The 
non. gent, had commented on the evidence 
given ,by lord Chatham ton the 22d and 
23 th of Fcbriiary; but could^it be sup¬ 
posed that the House w'as.prepared to enter 
into the subject? If the conduct of tho 
noble lord had beemsuch as had been im* 
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put^d tn him, he should thinU the*res6)U- 
tions submitted tu th<‘ Houm not sufficient- 
]y severe. If lord Chatham had endea¬ 
voured .secretly to bla«;t tiu; cliaracter of 

m 

air R.*' Strachan, he would readily admit 
that no censure the House coul<l pas.s on 
such conduct would he too severe. But 
was there any thiln^ jn the conduct of lord 
Chatham that coulu give a colour to such 
, a charge? Was there any thing in his 
character that could justify .such an’Sinpn- 
tation ? lie would havti them try it by 
dates and by circuWtap.cos. If It had 
been bis direct to gratityiuiy malignant 
\iiojlive, hc^r/a.*^ of opinion’lie would have 
adopud.vcry dillbrcnt^ncas ircs. He was 
**iiot i^e advocate of the noble lord;' under 
all the circnuistaiu'csL he ihouaiit iii> cok- 
dtrtit in presenting the ^'arrativo mjcIi as* 
wo could thorougldy approve; ^Ijut it 
remained to be seen what (icgree of ccii- 
3urc he might deserve, lie would try the 
dates to see vvhc^ier or not any malignant 
.motive towards sir R. Strachaii cc^uldehc* 
fairly imputed to him.^ llMiis Narrative 
\va« inteiuK'd^ to injure the characler of 
that officer, why in the name i<t*r4.tson and | 
of sense, did he Uco}^ it back at all ? Hn ' 
what principle could it he supposed that 
he delayed to present it ti[l the JotH Jan. ? 
If it were intended to iiijutc«sir R. Straclum 
prurateiy> would lord Ch itliaui ew^r liav« 
recalled it with*a viuw to have it publisli- 
ed ? For The situation in which the iiob'e 
lord stoed, he felt himself to be in some 
degree rdsponstble ; and unless his mind 
.changed very niufh, hecyould ncverplace 
an officer in a similar situation, to unite*in 
• hinaself the cabinet minister with the gene¬ 
ral oflic’^r.-—I'hc inconveniences arising 
out of that circumstance, which he had 
not anlicipatrl, were of such magnitude, 
that*he would never again blend the two. 
characters. If at a future |>Jviod a mem¬ 
ber of the cabinet should be thought a 
proper }terson b) conduct an (expedition, 
he would- wi^^h his fonclious cs a calunl^t 
minister to be suspended for *thc time. 
The noble lord, acting as'he dkl, w..s cer¬ 
tainly not cWectly rij^hl, but it was not 
Ihkr thence to arguo that ‘on any question 
be could not giv« advice without his qoi- 
leagues being acquainted with the circum¬ 
stance. He might have lieen in some de- 

g ree driven into the weasuie by the popu- 
ir fwaling. excited against him* ,lt was 
^Ot tool iQueh to sa>y, that after ilie evi¬ 
dence, had* been given at their bar;* tl^c 
CW^t of p^blic'iadimaiion running un- 
Jiufcl^ stioogj^agaidshoiM, it- wavs noeun- 


I naturahfbr the noble lord to think it would 
' ‘not prudent to produce Iffs case or de* 
fence, before he knew what coanter*6tate>* 
nicnts were to be made, that such might 
ndt*apprar to answer his. Again, he 
wished the House to observe that he was 
not the advocate of the noble lord ; though 
in the view he look of his conduct be could 
see error ; he could not consent to bestow 
the epithets proposed ; he could not ac¬ 
cede to the resolutions. He did not wish 
to evade the subject; he mci:''Jy wished 
Ilo give the IIou.se a fair opportunity of 
reviewing the whole of the evidence. He 
had no objection to stale what line of con¬ 
duct he tiiiended to pursue on Monday. 
Me should move "the previous question. 
—Tilt I^arralivc had been spoken of as if 
it had bci-ii ♦'onstructed with a view of 
crealiu;; differei.i cs betwer*Ti tlm ai my and 
navy ? There were no more grounds for 
.■'Ucb a siatcment than if the substance of 
that Narrative had been given in evidence 
at the bar. The hon. gent, had stated 
the paper to have bi'cn drawn up by the 
noble lord ala time when he^ knew that 
mini.sU rs were determined to grant no 
u<]uiry. lie denied the truth of that 
iis.scrtionf It was determined to give the 
IIou|c such papers as would prove that nt> 
culpability attached itsolkiM-o tlie army or 
navy, loiigJieforc thb paper was delivered. 
It was for the 1 louse, then, to determine 
on calling for more if it should think more 
necessary, but, unsol.uted, it was the 
intention of liovcvnment to give so much 
at JiMst. (»entleineii, Itbw'fvcr, on the 
opher .side thought they had nothing to do 
but to svait to sec what govornmeiii did, 
and then whatever line of coudurt they 
might adopt, condemn tlvCir measures, 
and assert, that had tlic contrary course 
been pursued all would have been well. 
Jf the noble lord had merited the Imputa¬ 
tions thrown out against him, he [the 
j Ciianccllor of the Excluqucr) would 
have saii that ho ought no longer (o have 
been a'coHeagfie of his. Riu under the 
present *circum>)’ianccs, if ministers had 
acte.*! so, *and si;id he should no longer 
have remained one of their number, it 
•wouldMircctly have been rmputed to them 
that they Kad< basely taken advantage of 
the*:>lip of their colleague, and sacrificed 
djini a.s a peace offering to the people, 
for that mn^coriduct which ought to have 
been visited in vengiance upon the whole 
of his* Majesty's government. He hud no 
difficulty in. snying, that under such civ- 
oumsilance.^ in a balanced case^.he w'bnVi 

. support 
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support n Mllcague. He bemd, how- sutoe 4o interfere to the prejudice of a 
over, not to* be misunderstood: .he did gallant and.meritorious naval commander, 
not mean to say if a colleague was wrong Mr. Batahurst said, if this was af^uestionl 
be should, under any circumstances, be both of a constitutional nature and one 
supported. But in a ballanced case, atiecting a private individual at th^ same 
where a colleague was merely in error, he time, it was desirable, that in attending 
thought by deserting his cause, he should to the one, the other should not be pre* 
be exposed to more merited reprobation judged.* He thcrefoce* wisivd the debate 
than could otlierwise fall to his share, to ^ adjourned, not that he thought it 
justice, decency, and proprietor alike material, if the question were taken on, 
called on them to postpone coming to a the Oroad principle, but because he saw 
decision osi the resolutions that night; both the Narrativp and the Evidence ad- 
therefore concluded by moving an ad- verted to in one of the motions. Gen- 
journment of the debate till Monday. ilemen, who *were not present, might 
Mr. Brand said, that in his opinion the attach some importance to*'this, a^l he 
proposition now subnytied to the HouseJ wished, that there should be no‘*excuse 
went no farther than as being confirm- for saying, they had acted'withcait evi* 
atory of the facts contained in his Majes- tience. He wps free ^o admit, if he did 
ty's message. Having said so much, he not {icar something nvuch stronger (han 
should, notwirtistanding, have no objec- he had yet heard in^ the way ol^apology 
lion to adjourning the discussion till Mon- for the noble*lord, ho'should not be able 
day. He could not forbear remarking, to find an excuse for his conduct', but, 
however, on the mode in which the Chan-, however reluctantly, must view it as 
ccllor of the Exchequer had conducted nvakivg muah more strongly agr#inst him 
the defence of a Gabiuet Minister, in a th&n his right hon. friend seemed disposed 
matter siArmitted to t^e House as a great to admit. His right hon. f/ic^d said, he 
constitutional question, Jbut which he wish-, trusted th^Ilouse ^would see it to be their 
ed to reduce to a mere personal considA- duty to pass it by, and agree to the pre- 
ation. Instead of treatingihe subject in a vious question. • This was what he could 
high tone, he thought, his hon. tfriend not agree in.. If any thing of weight 
had introducefl it with the greatest mo- should be addtfccd, he should then have 
deration. He was ot opinion that the con- •an opportunity of altenng his opinion; 
duct of the noble lord had been higlily ij^ut to this doctrine be could not at present 
. unconstitutional* A great man, now no agree.- He did not'wish to procrastinate, 
more (Mr. Bui4cc) had described the biit he wished it should be impossible to 
secret influence of the advisers of the say, that this had been trejited like a 
crown as destructive to the best ipicrests party questiony seeing it was ^so much 
of the country. On this principle Jhe oeyoud it, being one of great constilu- 
contended, that in the present'instance tional importance, jn th(/consideration of 
the constitution had been outraged, which time was no object. He was de- 
His hon. frttnd had therefore, properly drous that no person should have it in liis 
treated the qdestion as all'ccting the power to say,*he had beeiF taken by sur- 
constitution. It was in fact, a ques-* prise. • * • » 

tion of constitutional law, not at all one Mr. Whkbread stated, that ho under- 
of personal application. If the evideAce stood.it had been adjustedJn his absence, 
delivered that day ha*d gone lo^ailect this that his rAOtion was to proceed that night, 
constitutional question, he should have THe ihou^?lt^*hinflseTf justified in bringing 
been the most eager to ^postpone the con- forward to night, without the evidence 
sideration of it. As it stood, J;i^co»fcssed being before the House, as^it would be 
the evidence coujd have little effeefc upon sufficient for him simplj^ to refer to a few 
his* decision. A splendcd victory roigb4 lirfesof the minutes lying on the ttfble. 
apologize for a*general’s overstepping ms It was somewhat strange in the right hon. 
duty*; but here a favourtte of the coast gent, to ask the discussion to be postponed 
was seen availing himself of the ear of his till Monday, and at the same time to state. 
Sovereign, to prepossess him against anb- that he would then'move the previous 
ther officer, in anothe# branch of tjie question. He was willing to consent, how- 
service. The navy was the gran^ bulwark ever, that the debate should'be adjourned 
to which we must trust for humbfing our <11^ Monday, on this express conditio^ 
enemies^ and it was the dtity of the House which gentlemen^ would think be ' 

10 see that no court favourite should not injudicioasly ‘in 'stipulating for, mt 
rot,xvr. •. A** . • 3 
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nothing, so far as the right hon. gcrit. was 
concerned, should be suilered to interfere 
to prevent this business coming on first on 
Monday. 

General Loft expressed his opinion that 
the noble earl would be found not to have 
acted in any respe/:t urfbecoming his cha¬ 
racter. 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer acceded 
•to Mr. Whitbread's proposition,on ^^hich 
the debate was adjourned till Monday. 

tJ— I 

hfrUSK or COMMONS. 

• . Monday, ^tarch 5. 

^ [Th^Earj. of Chatham's Narrative] 
—-AUJ«*URNED Derate ] Mr, W^hilbrcad 
rose, and moved tlio oldrrof the day, Ibi^ 
resuming the adjoitrned debate, upoi^ the 
Resolutions he lia<l moved Relative to the 
Narrative of the e*ifrl of Cliatliain. The, 
motioA was put from the chair, and the 
debate resumed. • 

■ Geneitil Craufurd begged Jfave fe pit- 
face what he had to say on thje subject iu 
dischssion, by declaring every sentiuient ^ 
of party feeling and |A?isnna\ adiiiA)-^ii V to | 
be totally absent from his miVid. N* 
person in that House, or, 'in lhi’‘*coyntry, 
had ever seen him betray »uch ftfcling- in 
word or action ; and if he*vfi’se.lo proiess 
himself biassed Jiy any partial IccTsng o|* 
friendship towards tl^ futble eail, whose 
conduct w'as now under disrii«:sion, he 
ahould sitew himself bnt little dcxi'TousIn 
the task ha had assumed. The noble eai I 
was acctised of hu\;ingVlclivered to* his 
Majesty on the I5lh of January, n Narra- 
*tivet»f his proc6edingi« upon the late Ex¬ 
pedition to the Scheldt, without having 
previously communicated upon the sub¬ 
ject witli his Colleagues. 'J'lie noble earl 
had ifiost disllnctiy'disavowfd the inten¬ 
tion, that any opinion lie h'ad ever given 
should cast the most di'^Tant shade of cen- 
iiurc upon the chHracHf or cmithict of th^ 
gallant admiral, who wi>s hS^*nava) col¬ 
league* on tliat Expeditionr. TheNanalive 
he pre.senteA therefore, w’as a plain and 
simple statement of the grounds forjiis 
deffcnee, should inquiry be ihouglit neces¬ 
sary ; but whether he was night or wrong 
in delivering that paper (and the honour- 
abl(> general was willing to admit it might. 
l»e ail error), yet hiost confident he felt, 
that he never was actuated, in thet in¬ 
stance, in t^ib slightest degree* by the mef- 
tive;: ascribed to, him. The noble for^ 
(•'msidered the paper as applying merely 
fc*> tiw own conduct^'and nothing else 


whatevef. But such an intci^tion as that 
of poisoning the King's mind against a 
^gallant brother officer, never, in the slight¬ 
est .degree, occurred to his mind. If the 
noble earl had incurred blame by mak¬ 
ing this communication to his Majesty, 
without the consent or privity of his col¬ 
leagues, he trusted that the House, under 
all thfe circumstances of the case, wmuld 
consider it a venial error. The noble carl 
foresaw that some in(|uiry would take 
place.—He knew the moment Bie paper 
was in an official form, it would be deem¬ 
ed a public document; and, as such; 
would be culled for.—He wished it to rc- 
umain private for a rhort time, and not to 
offer j* officially before it became neces¬ 
sary to hi: defence. Although, therefore, 
he had delivered it to his Majesty on the 
i3th of January, it was notfmade a public 
document until the 11th of February; be¬ 
cause then the noble carl aware that 
tic should be put on bis defence: and 
therefore, when the noble earl stated in 
his* tp.stimoilV that he had not delivered 
Ills Narrative until the l+th of ^February, 
(he meant only that it did not become, till 
irten, an official document; and thcrofura 
he could not refer to it as a public docti.? 
ment before that date, as he had given it 
in the first instance ^merely as a private 
communication ; and to divulge that cir¬ 
cumstance Would not have been consistent 
with hi;> oath as a privy councellor. If 
the House*, therefore, considered the mo¬ 
tives ;w'hirh actuated the npble earl in this 
instance, they must extenuate his error, 
aifJ acquit him of every intention of cast¬ 
ing censure upon the gallant admiral, or 
to prejudice the King's mind against him. 
The House would likewise take into iU 
('<ui.sideralion, the time when the Narra¬ 
tive w^as first delivered. Shortly after 
the noble earl's arrival from the conti- 
ao"ut, he was aware that some inquiry 
into the |vJ8iiicss of the F^xpedition must 
take place. Tl^is idea pressed upon his- 
mind ; and he saw, that, unless some sa¬ 
tisfactory* e^rplanalion was given, he must 
be trfied by a court mvtial. It was to 
•give this explanation that he drew his 
Narrative up, and to state^w'hat would be 
the grounds of ‘his defence. If it 'were 
possmle that he could have harboured tlie 
views attributed to him, would he have 
kept it back frola the time of his arrival 
in October until the January following ? 
Why ^id lie deliver it then? .Because 
Parliament wa6 about to meet^ If the 
noble barl had any intention to prejudici 
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tl4C King Against the gallant ^miral, 
would he Kate chosen such a mod^ to ac¬ 
complish his purpose? To suppose such a 
thing would be to set down the noble earl 
as little more thanameredriveilgr.—ilad 
he nut dai!^ opportunities of personal 
communication with his Majesty ? and 
could he not, therefore, have used any 
one of those opportunities for convening 
his accusations verbally in a way which 
would leave no trace behind, instead of 
making hi| statement in a written Narra¬ 
tive, which he knew must lemain as a do¬ 
cument, and which he meant should some 
day become official. Any member of a 
court martial, to which the noble earl 
might be eventually Vcfeired for trial, 
might have called hir it. It must have 
been moved fur by Parliament in the case 
of any inquiry being iii'vtitutcd there. 
The bon. general felt that if he had not 
stated these lys opinions, he should not 
have done his duty; and he hoped the 
House, upon matuiely considering all the 
circumstances, would, in its known justn;c 
and liberality, fully acquit the noble ear! 
of those motives ascribed to him by other 
gentlemen, from no other cause, he wilB 
sure, than a diflerent view qf thtfsubject. 

Mr, C\ IV, Wynn had never had the-ho¬ 
nour of any paisoiml inliinncy with the 
noble lord to whose V’unduct .the resolu¬ 
tions before the House applied. But 
there were other considerations of feel¬ 
ing and near copnection, which uould 
render it much more pleasing to him to 
give a silent vott on this (question. •The 
extreme importance of the subject, 
ever, rendered it impossible for* him to 
justify the vote he mea.it to give to him¬ 
self, with oiJV stating the leasuiis upon 
which it w'as founded to the House. It 
was now, he must observe, allowed, even 
by the hon. general w'ho bad just sat down, 
that the conduct of lord (/haiham had 
been erroneous. No man who jjossessed 
any parliamentary information (il* consti¬ 
tutional knowledge could ComrAit his cha¬ 
racter by asserting the 6oiitrary<.’ When 
this, then, was admitted on all^hands/ wus 
the House of CoiAmons, by not agrc^Mngaj 
to the resolutions of his hon. friend’, to put 
it upon their jtfhrnais that such conduct^ 
was not erroneous ?-For that would be the 
eflect of voting the previous questiui?, 
which he understood was be moved by 
the night hon. gentleman opposite. Lord 
Chatham, a cabinet minister; hitd also 
commander in chief of aiv important ex- 
{;^dition,4)aYing glrea in to his ^iov^reign 
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a stat^ient containing heavy chargea 
against a gallant admiral who had been 
employed conjointly with hint in that ex- 
'pedition; and having, contrary to uU con-- 
stitutional practice, and tho whole tovirse 
of precedents, accompanied his statement 
with a desire of secrecy, it was impossible 
that the House of Cqpiifions could declare 
such conduct not only not erroneous but 
justifiable. It would be to liotd out to all 
milit^fry men an encouragement to follow 
the same practice. It would, in any such 
case, * be open to them to give in any 
statement containing any charges against 
other officers, w'iih a request^^f seci^’cy^ 
and without comm5nicating it to the con- 
fidentitt> servants of the crdlvn, JeasC* 
tiiosc who werj formerly considered con- 
> fiifenlial servants; anil then, if it tv'as 
likely that tho paper tshould be called for 
by. that all the,/ would have to do 

\vould be to demand the statement-back, 
and expunge such passages as ^contained 
tli£ nipst objtictionabie charges. This was 
a principle which he was persuaded that 
House would never sanction. * • 

Buti'.*hi«d been nigued that the state* 
meut was not official till the 1 4th of Fe¬ 
bruary, vhen lord Chatham had given it 
in to 'the^ secretary of state by his Ma¬ 
jesty’s commtMid, after having omitted, as 
appeaped fiom his own evidence, that part 
which contained a.paa’ticuLir opinion. Ho 
could not perceive tfie force of this obser¬ 
vation, becuTc he could not contider the 
original statement iii'any other* light than 
as the official re|y>rt of,the proceedings o( 
the army under lord Chatham. He could 
not concei\e any tljing v^4l!ch would«evef* 
more satisfactorily prove the statement to 
be oOicial, tliaii that it was given in to his 
^Majesty with ^he signature, Chatham, 
lieut. general.”—IfitMiad Ucen a private 
communication, and not an official one, it 
would have been signed m the of-diiiary 
manner, % Qiatham.” Hut th^re would 
be an end *f all responsibility of ministers, 
if the (Tuctnne.now set up were to be ad- 
in*itted. All thht any minister need do ia 
that case, to avoid responsiLility, would 
be \o say, that any advice which he might 
hqve conveyi?d lo his Sovereign, was a 
private communication He for his part 
could not conceive how any paper pre- 
*seuted to his Majesty respecting a public 
measyre could be ctmsidpred in any other 
Iji^bt than adanofficialdooumenl. if it had 
yHt4been an official documentVdl the i4tb 
of February, he would asif what act of . 
lord Chathani had* mide it official thcA ? 
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He had, it appeared, then tendered ftie its production. When they recollected 
Kai rative to bis Majesty in the same tnan- How they had come at the kifovriedge of 
nur as in the first instance. Mis Majesty, such a paper having been presented to his 
however, having reflected upon the busi- Majesty—when they weighed ail the cir- 
ness, and recalling the examples of his cumStances of the case, and looked to the 
own Uniform conduct, and the practice of conduct of lord Chatham—it was impossH 
all the constitutional monarchs who pre- ble for them (o be so insensible to what 
ceded him on the jhrone, directed the was due to their own character and dig- 
noble earl to give the Narrative in the re- nity,Ms to declare by llielr vole, that such 
• gular way to the secretary of state. If his conduct was in the slightest degree justifi- 
Majesty had given the same directions in able. Upon these grounds, therefore, he 
tnc first insta^ice, was^any gentleniar^ pre- fdiould feel himself bound to voie for the 
pared to sj^y that the paper w'ouUI not resolutions. 

have been ^Jlhcial ? lie felt it necessary, Mr. SrepAen said the question really was, 
tnerefore, loi* the chaiiij:tcr and dignity of whether the House should now pronounce 
^at Hduse, tp follow up the address of the ^ the very serious opjnion on the conduct of 
T&rtnep night, by the adoption of \(ie re- the of Chatham, which the resolutions 
solutions then undef consideration. Tlie^ proposed, pending the inquiry at their 
could not have had the slightest suspicion |* bar. He for oce had not heaid, yet, any 
that such a paper existed, tilj it was moved argument to justify him •In pronouncing 
for, and presented* for thelv inspection., so very serious a censure on llie conduct 
Ihe House was now in possession of the of *the noble earl. The llwu^e would not 
whole business, and wa.s bound to prose- act consistently with itself, if it were to 
cute it to some satisfactory .fesue. •Thfty agree to the resolutions, and to sufier the 
were particularly called upon to adopt fills matter to rest here. lflu,beibie hecoutdbe 
course, because they bad been left to brought to concur,in the sevdre censure 
themselves to sift the •tfansacti?n as they now proposed to pe passed on the noble 
could, and had come at the circAmstaneds lird, he must examine a liitle more into 
merely through the cxaminatioifs aj their the nature of the charge and the jjremises 
bar. Lord Chatham might, ifi he had on which it was built. He did not observe 
thought proper, have reqoirtid permission that the statermnt tmntaii^d in the report 
to correct his fotyiier evidence: heNnighl was charged as being false or insidious, 
have, in that case, altluntied, that he had He did not hear it characterized as con- 
previously conveyed to his'Majesty a taining express or implied reflections on 
paper, paper fie had afierwarris fe- the other commanders ;*or that it was an 

quested back for the purpose of omitting a atteippt to poison the king’s mind. But 
particular part; aifd,thaAthe paper bdfoje tl\e motion was founded on the mere ob- 
^the House was the same as the original sttact fact, that tlie noble lord did present 
pap^^,^yith the Exception of that omission, apaper'tohis Majesty, desiring ut the same 
Llad this been done, it might have pre- time that it might be kept secjiet; and, on 
fiented the case in a far ififiereiit light; this foundation, it was assumed that the 
but no, the noble lord left the matter to noble lord, a cabinet counsellor, had vio- 
take Its coufse. XVas such conduct, he lated that sacred system, the British con- 
would ask, justifiable or not? The House stiiuiion. If it had been said, that by pre- 
would recqlh ft the ciicumstances of an stilting the paper in question, the noblu 
inquiiy which tftok p'ace resi^cting thp lord hatjintended to prejudice his Majesty 
disposal of a seat in parliament so late as as to the conduct of the other coinmand- 
lan session. In that instance the noble ers employed in die service, then he should 
lord (Casllweagh), whose share in the have eaid tjaat the truth or falsehood of the 
^ivisaction vva^ under discussion, had ^aii- charge should have bc^n inquired into: 
diuiy admitted that his conduct had been Pand men too, he should have had an un- 
incautious ; and it may have been to th^i answerable objection to st^te to the present 
admission that it was owing that no fur- ‘motion—the Hbuse bad not yet finished 
thcr proceeding was taken by the House the evidence. 

upon the subject. The House had, on a * That the naval commander on the late 
former night, considered it so alacming Expedition instnead of censure or insinua- 
1 • paper should bb given in $o tion of apy kind, was justly entitled fothe 

Ills Majesty'without the privity or fits thanks oLhis country, he (Mr. S.) enter- 
other confidential advisers, that an address tained not a’ doubt. He could inot, bbw- 
wis voted to his Majesty with a rie^ to ever, bluing in judgment on lord Chathattb 
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feel himself entitled to take that for. grant¬ 
ed, and to fintl, without proof, th^U such 
was the fact. But, if the principle was so 
laid down, that the mere presenting a 
paper, and requesting that it niight«be 
kept secret, was a violation of the consti¬ 
tution, he must deny that it-was any vio¬ 
lation of the constitution. In what law or 
charter, in what dictum even of ,any 
theorist could it be shewn to have been 
laid doWn, that to present a paper to the 
king, and^o require secrecy concerning 
it, x^'rts a violation of the constitution (Cries 
of hear, hear!) From the acclamations of 
geiitlenten opposite, he presumed he should 
shortly be obliged to take shame to him¬ 
self for his ignorance in this respect. ,He 
should bow with submission to such autho¬ 
rity when he saw it, but at present, he 
could only repent again his former asser¬ 
tion- Jn the practice of this country, and 
in the progres^of its constitution, he ven¬ 
tured to assert, that no such principle had 
been countenanced, and it was only from 
our written law and from established pre¬ 
cedent that we could judge upon such a 
question. He did not stand therr to dc- 
kmd the nolile lord from error. lie a*#- 
mitted, w'ith other gentlemi*n wbo had al- 
l^ady spoken on this occasion, thgt the 
noble lord budgeted erroneously and un- 
becomiugly. lie would even*go farther, 
and W'ould admit, that the noble lord would 
.have actedHn a way more befitting him¬ 
self, and more properly with respect lo 
that House, if he had at first declared what 
had fiasscd. * 

But admitting all this, he could not^o 
the length of saying that the noble lord 
had viotali ^^thc constitution. It was not 
because a thvog had a dangerous tendency, 
that it was to be visited in the way the 
present motion suggested. Luxury was< 
dangerous to the constitution : (a laugh, 
and cries of hear, hear!) but it would 
rather be going too far to contend, that 
because a man chose to give, a gfaiul and 
voluptuous enteriainmeqt* he* should be¬ 
come the object of severe cens|irfeas^uilty 
of ail offence against the constitution/ He 
could mention other things which WL*r<k 
still more dangerous—Party spirit—fad- 
tious<combination! (repeiftcd cries of hear., 
hear! from the Oi)position bench.)’ He 
knew he had touched the spring, by whidlt 
gentlemen opposite to thim were m^st 
easily moved, which vibrated with most 
elasticity in their bosoms. « XAese were 
Milinitely more dangerous than (he influ¬ 
ence qttbe crown/ of which so much Uhd 
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been lately said, but he was sure, gentle¬ 
men on the other side would not say that 
those who were gnihy of such dangerous 
•practices, were, on that account, to have 
their conduct stigmatised in the manner 
now contended tor.—He, therefore, tor 
these reasons, was jlesirons of not being 
pressed 19 give a definitive vo(o on the 
subject as itnowstooTl; and, as the pre¬ 
sent motion went to pass a higii censure 
on a British subject, without any previous 
investigation into the justice or inju>tict 
of if, ff called on, h^muiit vote in tlie ne¬ 
gative. , , • 

But there was another qne^von of very 
material importaiftr%, and it wa^^ fliis; 
^though iphe motion proposed might at onv* 
time or other j)c proper to be adoptetl, 
vvTiether this was she tidie ? Jn his opinion, 
the t^ble lord-had been hardly i!eaitwi*h, 
and had muctf to coiTi|»lMin of, in h ivir-:; 
been made liic object of uiifouiidid cla¬ 
mour, unjust piejudicc and unbounded c'l- 
liimn^. So jiatural liad it bccomp for ilu 
pcaplc of ihjs crniiitry to think that no 
blame could attach to our imvy, that it 
was now a ii\attcr of course to ut- 

I tvtluUc fajlurc, whfri it did occur, to the 
anuy or ks conunandor, and to exculpate 
the lutvy^ from any slidi’e in the cause of 
the failure. Jft himself was one of those 
who lyid ficen infected with tins rnahady, 
and he was one or,iho.>o, in paiticutar, 
vvho, io his own mifld, did not do justice 
tot tijt: noble lut'd. He cniifc'&sial he had 
not hail leisure lo read all the* evidence; 
bul^ with all tl)p atteptiou he had been 
tfl)le tp bestow upoii*it, he vv..s fi’ce to de¬ 
clare timi he Hid nojscc a«ingle line which 
gave countenance to, or rather, which did 
not couiplelf*ly answer the public calunnfy 
and clatnour «viih winch *hc noble lord 
had been loaded. H 49 (Mr«Stcph( H) was 
an utter st*Anger to the noble lord; he 
had never been in his company in his life. 
He looked tu him only a BritNh oflicer; 
tind he begged his p'U‘don<a!> he felt sorrow 
fur having entovtamed the opinion which 
he certainly (hd at one time eiuertain, pre¬ 
judicial to ihc conduct of Jie noble lord 
in The lute Expedition. II« was satisfied, 
fii;om the cvjdenvje, not only dial there 
Was no ground iorilio censure re-echoed 
by various Journals again;>t the noble lord, 
but that lie did all that coutit be done; 
eveji,t{iat be had the m^rii of saving the 
«imy of uhich he had the command, see¬ 
ling that he had already ddne*al] that could 
be ellecied. He believed Jie might even , 
say, that lord Wellihgtoti, and that was 
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no light praise to any general, of wl^ose 
gailanlry and enterpnze he had as high an 
opinion as he could have of any man, if 
lie had been at the head of the ai iny, could. 
not hiivc accomplished more; and tliat lie 
would also have ceased to attempt what 
was im[) 0 ssiblc to be accomplished. The 
prosecutor in the«In(jhiry liad closed his 
case, so he felt hintsclf entitled to slate 
this as his opinion, and that he could not 
go the length of these motions, llcacould 
not admit presumptions to weigh against 
the noble lord whotccrtainly had<suine 
hereiiitary«claiins to a patient hearing in 
^Itat ilouse«^ He had also disj)ensed with 
his pi^viiege, and comii to the bar of that 
«House to Uc examined, thereb)^ clearly 
shewilig that he had no wish for conceaj- 
m^t of any part of his ^otiduct. * • 

When the exisicnee of.the Narrative 
was first discovered* he would appeal to 
the House whether* it was fiot supposed 
lliat it contained some vile and <lark insi¬ 
nuation against •another oflieef, whi^ch 
was now ascertained not tol^e tin? fiict. 
The paper, had been •undoubtedly pre¬ 
sented in a nfanner not perlcc^Iyire^ular, 
and now it was wislieri«not to wait till tl]e 
inquiry was concluded, hut t*^ cut the 
matter short; what would" he ihc rc*.ult of 
adopting the rcsolulinns il^Vot t6 stop the 
course of the hiquiry ? ic-s of liear^ 
Lear! from the*Opposition heiulin He 
was quite accustomed*to ho answered by 
these O^P. arguments on the other si^e. 
(Hear! iioar!) He lK)pcd they sliould he 
jiparedtheO.P. dance. (Hear! hear!)/t’he 
last night he hadLscasion to address tbe 
.House, gcntlempn on the other sidfe were 
grudging them the Interval even of a 
Mngle day from the inquir^^ urging it on 
as if nothing; else was of any mon’cut. 
But sp soon as they,found that they wore 
likely to be disappointed iu^tho expecta¬ 
tions they had derived from it finding that 
the expectalioiis^thcv had so confidently 
expressed, of makingvt the nifaiis of ao- 
complishing their grand aim—die turn¬ 
ing out of ministeis, to be di st^i- 

puinted, then they introduced thisepisode, 
calpulatcd to hurry on at least in parttlieori- 
ginally intended catnstiophc. If they were 
to be disappointed of turning*out all the im- 
nisters, as they once expected, they hoped 
that by this motion, they might at least get 
quit of one of them. Now for Uvo days 
had they bepn ehiploycd in this attempt. 
They wished to carry the point now,^ai^ 
not to allow him time for the noble lord^s 
defence. Th’ey turned round on him even 


when making his defence, and tell him, 
** Wc will punish you even for the de¬ 
fence you wished to make. It is a libel.’^ 
—In any court to do so, he had no hesi- 
talipn ill !»aying would be unjust. Yet 
those who supported the present motion 
seemed to think it (piite fair to tell the 
noble lord in the first instance, tliat he had 
done something wdiich disqualified him 
from holding his situation, and,afterwards 
that they would inquire into the merits of 
his case. He maintained lliat tliere was no 
^uch urgency in the business as to call for 
the immediate adoption of the Resolutions. 
Not only was the charge made against the 
noble lord, not a violation of the Constitu¬ 
tion, but to say so,'while vcrbAl conimuiii- 
catJoiu might be made without detection, 
unless by ii«e evidence of the Sovereign 
himscifi would to hold,^hat one avenue 
for such communication may be open, 
while another ni>.y not. This would in- 
cle'ed be to treat the noble lord harshly. 

He did not ash indulgence fur that no¬ 
ble person because ly: was the son of one, 
and the brollier of another \Vjlliam Pitt. 
He did not appeal tb the Catosand Brnlnses 
r^n the other side. Put when he heard 
the toneitof the noble lord at the bar of 
that House, and observed his foature.s, 
tliey Tecallcd strongly to^iis mind the re- 
colk’ciiuii of the kittcr 'illiLstrious man 
now mouldering m the tomb. He had re¬ 
ceived no favours from the late Mr. Pitl. 
Ho was ftcaicelv known to Iiini. There 
were gcntlenicn in that Mouse, however, 
wdio» stood in a very diflerent situation. 
Ik: cfliled oil them to assist him. Ih* 
called ,on them to see that the son of 
lord Chatliam and the brother of Mr, Piit 
should at least liave justi^«c' done him. 
fie was not one of those, who thought 
tiial the nieiits of an illustiious father 
should excuse the oilences or even the 
fipjlts of the son; but at the same time he 
would not ])luek st/>nrs from the niotiu- 
mentof^he father to hiuisc the head of the 
son ; it w'as intended, he thought, to use 
the noble lord iirthis nianncr on tlie pre¬ 
sent pccxsiCd, when certain passiVgcs were 
(juoted from the speeches of tlie illustrious 
father ' in support of the« heavy charges 
against the sop. Tlis t'rror into which 
"the Jioble lord had fallen w'as in a* great 
measure to be pardoned, wiiei) he found 
that instead of being wreathed with laurels 
he was loaded with calumny, thougih in 
his anxreiy to vindicate himself in the 
eyes of his rbyal master lie had forgot the 
wodc^aAd the muancr. Let itdbt be feyr- 
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gotten, lio^vev(?r, that he was not tfie first 
who hat! thought proper to nfier^what 
might seem jostifications of themselves. 
Dispatches from the naval ofiicershad hern 
received which could be construed into 
nothing cUe. The noble lord, therefore, 
only put ill for himself and the army, a si¬ 
milar justification as had been previously 
made for the navy. 'Ihis was the ^*ry 
head and front of his ofiemling. But he 
could not help thinking that the gentle¬ 
men on th(f other side had shown soni<'- 
w'hatofan ofiicious regard for the indivi¬ 
dual cliuracter of ministers ; for when¬ 
ever one of them had the appoaraiuc of 
defending his own cluvacter, at the ex- 
pcnce, as they supposed, of oilu’rs*of 
tlicui; lliese ge ntlemen oi opposition be¬ 
came Us it were masters oftlie ceremo¬ 
nies for niini-tei$, and insisted un shewing 
them all possible civility. This tender¬ 
ness fur thfir iiMividual reputation conh! 
not bo mistaken—it had a suspicious re- 
‘^einblanco to u desire lo promi>tc discord 
amongst them. The hon. and karnetl 
went, concluded witli» observing, that 
tficsc Jvosnliitions were mieli as he coiiU^ 
not assent to as an honest m^^n—they 
would, at least, be prcm.tturc, even if 
they were in ti^emsclves just, w'hicfc he 
did notadmit; anil thei^^fore he should now 
move the previous question. 

Mr. liroiii^ham fidt himself called upon 
to oHer himself lollie notice of the House, 
by the appeal iifu<le by his lion, and 
learned friciitl. , His hon. and loai&ned 
friend had called upon gentJoaiun tp 
stale what law, what statute, or charted* 
made the conduct of lord Cliathani, in 
presenting Narrative to his Sovereign 
without the privily of Ids colleague®, and 
with a request of secrecy, a violation of 
the constitution. had risen liiiniblv 

lo tender llie answer to that question to 
the House. As he felt jt forcibly, it would 
be his fault if he did nut cxplan^it .satis¬ 
factorily to the Rouse. ]Jut Ui^ hon. 
and learned friend had introduced much 
extraneous matter into his ^ecch*, he 
should first feel it accessary to make a few 
observations iippri that part of his hon.« 
friend's speech before he came to the im¬ 
mediate object he had in rising. It,was 
certainly not his wish, that the son 
Chatham, and the brother of Pitt, should 
not i^ave justice done* him In that Houses 
He was ready too to assent to eyory com¬ 
mendation which had been be9towed upon 
the gener»l conduct and charactecof lor^J 
Chatham. True it wa^, that lord Chat- 
42 ^ha<l b^eiL ^ost gro^y calumniated 
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—true h was, that he had been basely 
traduced by the whole of the prese 
pnder the controul of the government 
—true it was, that every effuit^was 
made to vilify his military character, 
:iiid tarnish his professional fame. His 
hon*. ami learned ffteiir^ and the House 
uould perfectly rocoHlect, that until the 
commencement of this inquiry the im- 
prcssioji upon the public mind had 
hfen, that it was owing to lord Chatham 
that an cxpcditioiif ^hc most important 
that had ever left our shores, had failed—* 
that it was owin^ to lord Chatlupn, that an 
enterprise, having its object the ^e- 
tfiruoiicyyof the enemy's navgj force and 
arsenals in tin*. Sldicldt, had terminated in 
dfsgiacc ruul fnihire—that the lamcntal^le 
disappointment of all life sanguine hopes 
of the*counlry,frora ad armament sn great 
a(id‘ po\vrrfuI*'was whdlly owing to lord 
Chatham. Tlicse were the ca]urhnie.s 
against lord Chatham, which had pro- 
(lii(?ed rtie unfavourable iinpre.ssionbgain.st 
It'S lordship,. whilst asserted v^'ith confi¬ 
dence aryl uncontradictod by authority. 
•He agreed with hi«* hon. and learned 
friend, hovfever, that it was more dignified 
in that^noSlc lord not to take anv notice 
of tlie.se sVandei*?!^ than,,by descciuling to 
any refutation of them, to give importance 
td his lySf^e and ui)prin';ipI(Ml cnluniniators. 

•Bui it was not his iAtenliori on that oc¬ 
casion to go farlhei into that part of the 
suliject, in order to sht'W, that Ipitl (>hat- 
haiu had been thus foully cahinmiated. 
Having stated hi? coiicbriTnce UMth the 
opiiiioi/ of hi.s hon. and ^learned friend 
upon this point, it. remained for him to 
makeu few observations iiponthosc points 
in which he diilereci from J^im. But he 
miisi fii'.st rem *rtt, that^man^of the^ ob- 
•sorv.itions of hon. and learnrcf friend 
went directly in support of the arguments 
of thove who meant, to vot5 for Ibe reso¬ 
lutions. If w^s admittedly his hon. and 
learned friemf, that the conduct of lord 
Clmtham had bi^ej’i improper and unbecom¬ 
ing. There, was then but a trifling dif- 
forepce between, what was thus admit^d 
by liis hon. and learned friend, and what 
wiA contendedYor by those, who supported 
the resolutfons. The distinction was so 
minute and impalpable^ that he was sur¬ 
prised It could have produced any varia¬ 
tion of'opinion. • 

*R^ came next to shew how the conduct 
of * lord Chatham wa.<i. a* violation of the 
constitution. The resoJutionk under dis* 
cussion, it must be observed, did not ave^ 
that any thing false or jiisidious was to be 
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ascribed lo lord Chatham, or that he*had 
taken advantage of his easy access to his 
Majesty to poison the Sovereign's ear 
against any man, or class of men. What* 
ever*insimmi(ins of that dc.sci'iplion might 
have been made, they iuid no po.ssibie 
Djems of coming at.- Tiiey had enougl), 
l^^wever, tieforc tli^n, in the answer of 
Ills Majesty to their address, and in the 
•evidence of lord Chatham, to prove, that 
a Narrative had been piesented ot con- 
Tcyed privately to jys Majesty, Y'ith a 
request that it might be kept secret. It 
was imposstbic to suppose*, that the noble 
*Iord,had iiihmded toymek his Sovereign— 
the Nairatjve must consequently hav^ 
’*becn» presented with a view t^ impress 
upon his Majesty^ inindfsome represQift- 
'.^*00 upon the subject tb which it related.* 
Aftervwirds the Narrative )jyas taken- back 
for the purpose ufomitling'a matcriat xli^- 
fMissit>ti, as appeared from the evidence of 
tlio iio!>lo lord Jiimself. This being thc^ 
state ot*ti)e cose, there was AOlliing started 
in the resolutions chaeging any paA of 
thd contenls^jf the Narrative as^a breach 
of the constitution. •*Jt was Ahc privacy^ 
with which tlie a/Tair was conducted cdu- 
pled with the request of secrec}^ that con¬ 
stituted the violation of .the constitution. 
It might be ditlicuU for* lAm ^perhaps to 
point out any {^rticular act oi paNiament 
making such conduct a violation of ^le 
constitution; but he could confidently 
appeal to any one q,f those, sound and*e8« 
tablished ^)rinciples, of whicli the copsti- 
tution js made up, or rather which*form 
the coastitucion itself. Was it nou neces¬ 
sary that the Vonstkutional ministers of 
^le crown should communicate with each 
other constitutionally and confidentially 
upon all pubfic airairs } Wan it not requi¬ 
site that they shoiTld conduct the business* 
of the government w*ith uiffted councils, 
and mutual *advice and co-operation ? 
Were they notAoun<tJ>y ewrj obligation 
ofdulyf and by every prirrgi^lg and tfie 
uniform practice of the constitution,, to 
devise in concert all the fneasui-es essen¬ 
tial to the public interest; and welftire } 
Afid was it not necessary, that th^y should * 
consult and deliberate together previously 
in order to an effectual co-operation af- • 
terwards, in the execution of all the va¬ 
rious measures of lh« government ? Here, 
however, thev fecund lunl Chathaii^ sepa¬ 
rating hingiVlf from his colleagues, atd 
tendering a jiatement secretly to his^IVlti- 
jesty, that ts, giymg his advice to his 
Sovereign without fbnsuliing the other 


members of the administration. They 
found«him not only doing that, but cou¬ 
pling it with a request of secrecy ? But, 
above all, he would ask, whether it was 
nof necessary that they should have some 
person or persons responsible for every 
act of the King or of the state ? ' 

When the noble lord thus communicated 
his advice secretly to his Majesty,how was 
it possible for them to look to his Majesty's 
ministers as responsible for what they 
.knew nothing about ? And heee he would 
remind his hon. and learned friend who 
iiad expressed so eloquent an eulogiuni 
upon the great lord Chatham, that that 
illustrious person ])adpas.sed his whole life 
infighting thebattlesof the constitution. 
He it was, who had denounced the ex¬ 
istence of *'that secret influence behind 
the throne, which was ti eater than the 
throne itself.'^ He must also call upon the 
House to recollect the last act of his min¬ 
isterial existence, when he resigned his 
office, because he would not be ** respon¬ 
sible fur measures ^oTcr which he had 
110 longer any coi^troul.’* He*called upon 
the House therefpre earnestly to fix their 
Attention upon thart conduct, and then 
decide whether they could pass over the 
present case without some marked de¬ 
claration of their s^tise of its unconstitu¬ 
tional nature. It was unnecessary for 
him to take up their time by pointing the 
attention of gentlemen to many cases ; but 
for the sake of the argument, he would 
suppose one case. If an expedition were 
deteiiiiiined upon by tkie cabinet, one 
minister, under the influence of this 
systenf, might suppose that the object 
in view was to be bestattaim^l by artillery, 
and give advice to that cHect to his sove¬ 
reign ; another by infantry ; another (a« 
in the late case) by a coup‘dc-7tiam, whilst 
another might give the preference to a 
division of light licrse. Every one might 
have a (different opinion, and all agree 
only in one ^ thing, that their advice 
should'be kept, snug and secret in the 
poss.sssio[^ of his Mnjesty. Could anv 
gentleman conceive a, greater degree of 
confusion' worse confounded than would 
result from such a sta\p of ministerial 
separation ? Bbt it had been argued by 
his*hon. and learned friend, that as the 
inquiry was not yet brought to a conclu¬ 
sion, it was insposuble for the House to 
Come tp any final decision upon* this 
question ;* yet he must remind the House, 
that the charge against lord Ch^tbam, fof 
fhc secrecy of this unconstituUonal pro- 
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. ceeding, formed a wholly di8tinct«and en¬ 
tire act, the' decision upon which could 
have no effect wh^itever upon the progress 
. or teriuination of the inquiry. They bad 
the admission of lord Cbalhnm,, and* the 
answer of his Majesty, to establish the 
fact; and be should wUti to know, whe¬ 
ther, if they were to reject the resolutions, 
there would not he an end in future gf all 
responsibility on the part of bis Majesty^s 
ministers. It was in a spirit of fairness 
to the colleagues of lor'd Chatham tlut he 
called upon the House to a^rcc to the 
resolutions; for it 'would be injustice to 
them to hold them responsible for what 
they were not and could not be acquaint¬ 
ed with. He should cMl upon the lloiist:, 
therefore, to support these resolutions^ in 
justice to the principles of the constitution, 
in fairness to hi^ Majesty's ministers, frum 
a regard to the honour of the crown, in 
securing from, violation that insuperable 
barrier, which guards the ptrs'jnal hivio- 
lability of the Sovereign, by casting the 
whole responsibilityjof all his acts up^jin 
his adviserj. He had to apologise to the 
House for having takch up so much of its 
time; and for the reasons he had state,!, 
should vote for the resolutions of his hon. 
friend. 

Mr. Bankes listened with the great¬ 
est pleasure and attention to the hon. and 
learned gent, and more particularly so 
because he had professed at the outset of 
his speech, that jie would give a distinct 
answ'er to the appeal of the hon. and learn¬ 
ed gent, who preceded him. UpoA the 
answer to this appeal, in his opinion' m^st 
depend the decision of the whole of this 
niomentuous question. The learned gen¬ 
tleman no o^bt stated the whole of what 
occurred to him on the subject; but still 
he had not in what he had so stated 
satisRed his mind as to the violation of the 
constitution. He must remind that hon. 
and learned gent, when he talked 6ftbe 
constitutional obligation of the mbmbers of 
the cabinet to act in concert, that the ca¬ 
binet council was totaliy'unknowU to the 
constitution. It was an in^itutiop of 
modern introduction, and might have been^ 
an Imitation, as it was certainly an im^ 
rovemem,oftlite cabal of a former reign 
ut the learned gentleman^ he appre¬ 
hended, would not easily find any act or 
statute, where the relati^o duties of the 
members of the cabinet were defined. IVi 
old times the privy counsellors were the 
constitutional advisers of tKb king. He 
bjpgged bere to state the grounds .of t!ie 
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vote which he meant to give, and tjieso 
he believed were forcibly felt by some of 
thote gentlemen, who conceived it to he 
their duty to vote for the Address on a 
former night. / 

The ground upon w'Ricli he voted for 
that address, was iv)t connected with any 
constitutional princii^le} but simply be¬ 
cause the House havidg had one narrative 
laid upon its table, and having rcasrin tp 
suspect that another, and a previous pne, 
was in existence, he could sec no good 
ground why the Hddse should call for the 
second, and for the first® ' With re¬ 
spect to the question immediately undci' 
consideration, lie should be glad tO'fbc in¬ 
formed apon w|iat constitutional ground il^ 
was, that a cidpin^^ minister, one of his 
Mnjesty'3 confiilentiaC, servants, shiould 
not Qavc direct accesjt to his Majesty ? If 
such a percqrf should, igive his Sovereign 
hdvice without consulting or communicat¬ 
ing with bis colleagues^ that would cer¬ 
tainly be aapflencc towards thent^ but no 
vichUion of the constitution. Could it be 
contended that lord Chatham, after xhe 
tcrmiaaJioVjof the Expedition on which, 
he had bgeu employed, could nut, con¬ 
stitutionally, giyc, in writing, that state¬ 
ment of his proceedings, which he might 
verbally communicate to his Sovereign ? 
For hjjBise/f, he thought it was perfectly 
optional with lord Clhathhm whether he 
ifould .give, his statement in writing or 
orally. They bad no evidencejwh'y the 
statement had been given in accompanied 
with, a request jf secrecy. I'hat might 
huve been drawn from the noble lord on 
his examination, if it had not been fosthe* 
interruption that had occurred. It had 
been said, that the part expunged con*- 
tained serious, charges a^^inst anothei? 
service, and against the gallantadmir^l 
who comm cir Jed that part of the conjoint 
force. If that were so, it wpuld be a hein¬ 
ous, imm<g:a^ and criminal act, but not a 
/iolation of coilstitution. This point 
had, he fhou'ght^been pressed too hard in 
tl'te opening speech of the hon. gent, 
though it was not adverted tb in the Ke- 
solutions. Nothing could be more 
gerous than tg make charges against indi¬ 
viduals of. crimes not distinctly defined* 
But what would be the situation of lord 
Chatham if the Resolutions were agreed 
to ? It was not because he was the son of 
the great Ibrd Chatham, or the brother of 
Mi:^ Pitt, the greatest friedd he (Mr. 
Bankes) or this country evei'had, that he , 

thought these Resolutiona ought not to he 
^ * * * . 
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Toted, b'jt because it would be frigluful 
to establish the horrid tyranny that would 
be the cons^jueube of adopting the prin¬ 
ciple on U'hich tliey were founded. If 
the him. gent, should succeed in his pre¬ 
sent object, he must be, in consistency, 
bound to follow it up with an address for 
the removal of k>rd Chatham from his 
Majesty’s councils ahd presence*for ever; 
and all this for an imputed breach of the 
• constitution. . « 

The constitution, he must observe, was 
an old work*; there were many editibns of 
it; and cr^ry one had hij own reading. 
Jle should »jremblc at the consequences 
iiiatpq|ust ensue, if oiftic a majority should 
«take upon ibrelf to give an arbitrat'y inter- 
pretafion of the text. Nothing could b|? 
mtye dangerous, than tfiit the House'of 
Commons should fake upon itself cafcrici- 
ousiy to declare \tihat w-as "the law oT the 
constitutinii upon the Grsl ribw of a case; 
such as that under consideration. The 
constitution had •powers to guard it fr(irn 
invasioif. The responsibility of mifiislers 
for^lhe advice they gate to‘their Sove¬ 
reign, was one of those poweip. t But for 
advice not acted upo'nt there could be qo 
responsibility, because thei'e w^jno prac¬ 
tical result, and consequently no tguard 
provided. In his early j^^iticM life he 
had heard much of secret innuoiic^which 
he never suppo«ed to exist to the extent 
asserted in the clamaurs against it. Tire 
sanclion^of lord Chatham’s authority^to 
this clamour had given it more currency 
than it de^rved. His Majesty’s minist?ers 
'were responsible* whether the adviae 
,cam^e from secret advisers, from th( Khig 
himself, or from th^m. He could not 
suppose that any set of men would ba base 
enough to aq^ with responsibility under 
irresponsible advisers. I'beFe were no 
constitutional means of puj^jshing secret 
advisers: the responsibility attaching to 
the men alone*who act. Nothing, there¬ 
fore, could indu/e hinwto say his voto^ 
that the matter stated in the nmt resolu¬ 
tion was a violation of 'U;e constitutirfta. 
But, if a doabt could exist upon the sub¬ 
ject, what an injustice would be dona to 
the individual by voting his conduct a 
violation of the constitution! He did dot 
wish to shelter himself under the previous 

J uestion, but woul^ be ready to meet th^ 
lesolutions with a direct negative. Tlie 
hon. member > then proceeded to *shew, 
that the narrative contained no cha^giA 
against the admiral.or the navy, and tbs^ 

. U had been given ia, ii) its amended form, 


at a timf when lord Chatham liad no idea 
that he should be examined; before that 
blouse.* He did not think, therefore, that, 
according to any law of the constitution, 
lord. Chatham could justly be punished 
for givuig ill this Narrative, which at worst 
could only be. CjQfnsidered as an error of 
judgment. He called upon the House to 
remember how fluctuating their decisions 
were* and lamented the revival of the old 
popular clamour about secret influence. 
He was of opinion, that his IV^jesty had 
an undoubted right to call upon any of 
his subjects for advice ; and he concluded 
by saying that he was prepared to vote 
against the Resolutions. 

Earl Temple couKl not conceal his sur¬ 
prise at the constitutional ideas of the 
hon. gent, who had just sat down. Where 
was it possible for him to i^vc learned his 
theory of the constitution f or, where bad 
he learned its history ? Where had he 
learned that most choice and curious fact, 
that the cabal was the parent of the cabi¬ 
nets ? He for his owi^part, had conceived, 
that every man in public life ^ust have 
known the facts and events of public his¬ 
tory, so far as to secure him against lu¬ 
dicrous eitfor. At the time, to which so 
many ailusiodk had been made, certain 
mcmltcrs of the privy co^nicil (and one 
person not a member) attempted to en¬ 
gross the royal mind, and act as the sole 
advisers of the crown. The cabal whicb 
these five persons formed, was overthrown' 
by the advice of sir Wifliam Temple, and 
the oabinet composed of a committee of 
the pfivy council substituted in its stead* 
The gr^at writers, the eminent patriots, 
the leading parliamentary speakers of 
that and the succeeding have stig¬ 
matized the cabal as one of the vilest 
and most atrocious devices to alienate 
the Monarch from the subject—an ex¬ 
treme point—a landmark to distiuguisU 
the spot where the rich and precious 
freight eP the nation’s liberties was near 
being oast* away. This was not now to 
be set up as a vmdicatioii of lord Chat- 
iiam'lf con^fict, or as a guide to that of 
the flouse.. But it had been triumphantly 
*asked what principle of the constitution 
was violated by.lord Chatham’s conduct } 
Was it then nothing, that he bad assumed 
tfi himself the ofBce of giving clandestine 
evidence in his own cause, and for his 
<nvn defence; or that he had put hirpself 
into a.skuation to poison the royal ear 
against the* aflection, the feeling, the 
Uyalty/ the fame of his faithfiM people 
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It must aot|be supposed that in* saying 
this, he spoke from any private hostility; 
far from it, his feeling led him quite the 
contrary way. If it had been a question 
respecting the private honour or»the f»er- 
sonal conduct of the noble lord, as a pri* 
vate man ; if the oflence had been of a 
nature, which he could scarcely suffer 
himself, even in imagination, to impute to 
that noble person, he. could not have put 
himself to the pain of pursuing his crime 
to punishment; he would not have raised, 
his voice against the individual; but it 
was not now with the individual, it was 
with the general, the minister, the privy 
counsellor, and with aman found wanting 
in each and all of those capacities, that he 
came into examination. What was then' 
the offence of lord Chatham ? That ho did 
not give his advice to the King in a form 
that was cogui.<;able by the constitutional 
authorities of ^e country.^ Why did he 
presume to tell the House that his Narra¬ 
tive was presented at one time, and after¬ 
wards, tliat it had been presented at ano¬ 
ther? Why did he attempt to suppress 
the circumstance, till the reluctant con¬ 
fession was wrung from his lips by this 
House ? He had heard some serious ap¬ 
peals made to the feelings of the House 
by an hon. an6* learned gentleman oppo¬ 
site (Mr. Stephen], and the memory of 
Mr. Pitt had been called up to throw the 
shade of his talents and his virtues over 
the unconstitutional conduct of his brother. 
The spirit of the great lord Chatham had 
been adjured with a solemnity equally 
unnecessary. But was this tirade offeol- 
ing to insult the justice of the country ? 
When it considered in what the 
merits of that admirable father, and of 
that lamented brother, consisted, he was 
surprised that the mind of that House 
should be forced to ** look on that pic¬ 
ture, and on this.’’ It was the similarity 
not of name, but of principles, ^hat was 
required to sustain the character of men, 
^Tfiis (said lord TempleJ is the Brs^time 
that I have ever ceased for a. moment to, 
regret the death of Mr. Pitt. What would 
have been the feelings of that memorable ■ 
man On this occasion, if he had heard, 
among all the follies, and errors, and ca-. 
lumnies that have just arisen, the favourite 
service of the country, the British navy; 
the pride of the world, ^disgraced, an^ 
tlmrty his own brother ?—(Cries of No, 
no ! from the treasury benchO' I'his cla¬ 
mour was^othing against fact. He,appeal¬ 
ed to the very language of the Narrative. 


t 1610.— 

Thd ifttroductioir of the chuge against 
the poble lord had been called an episode; 
^but if it were, it was the work of the no¬ 
ble lord himself; every line and incident 
of the piece had received their form and 
finish from himself. It was true that 
nothing could be more ^angerous tlian to 
take the reading of constitution from 
the capricious decisions of fickle and va¬ 
rying majorities. With this position of 
the hdn. gent, he fully agreed, but there 
was a.further one io,which he could not 
discover whether that gentleman was in 
jest or earnest; He had saKl, if public 
men could be found ba'se enough to sub¬ 
mit themselves to the dictates of 'mm, 
over whom they could have ho controul; 
vVith whom theycould have no responsible 
conn.'iction, or of whom they, perhaps, 
had no knowledge; those men must them¬ 
selves be the limmediate objects of public 
contempt and public reprehension. This 
he thought the truth, and nothing but the 
trtfth.. Let him compare his conjecture 
with the fact. Let him try how his prin¬ 
ciple would ivork in praetjefe, But if 
those Resolutions were not suffered to pass, ' 
nft matter^what obloquy, no matter what 
shame, no- matter what fear, might belong 
to the office, there would always be found 
men base .enough to prefer even a de¬ 
graded*' emolument, to the cause, the 
glorious and ennobling cause of their 
country* 

Mr. Stephen explained. He by no 
means called on the House not to proceed 
airainst the nobV^ lord for the sake of his. 
father .and his brother; he had only said 
that the words of William earl of Chatham 
ought not to be quoted to aggravate the 
accusation against his son, and he haj 
only conjured -ihose who venerated tha£ 
illustrious character, alid who were at^ 
tached to, and had been obliged by Mr. 
Pitt, to assist his feeble efforts in the de¬ 
fence of the Roble Iprd agpinst the stream 
oT party spirit^ and to rescue him from the 
grpssesl injustice’.* 

Mr. Jotmiotie said, that he, came down 
to the House with a conviction that the 
conduct of the noble lord demanded the 
adaption of some serious resolutions. But 
the speeches of his learned friend (Mr. 
Stephen), of whose judgment and talents, 
he had the highest opinion, and of the 
hon. gentleman oppotin^(Mr. Banks) al¬ 
though very different from eacji other, led 
to doubt the accuracy of his own 
judgment upon the <|uestioj:). He cer-» 
tainly did not conceive that the conduct of 
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the noble lord had been more uncenstttu- 
tional than the conduct of tlie late duke of 
Portland and a right hon. gent, now out 
of office, with respect to the secret advice 
given*by them, and afTecting a noble lord 
who was their colleague. His idea of the 
affair was, that lord Chatham had acted 
improperly, not as^a cabinet ceunsellor, 
but as a general of the army^ and he 
^ wished that some resolution should be 
adopted to prevent the recurrence ^n fu¬ 
ture of such a proceeding*— 
prepared to agree to The strong resolutions 
proposed, *v^ich would ge to di-^able the 
iiobk lordWrom serving his Majesty in 
futurc^^to that lengin he would not go., 
Vie lijtd nof the honour of beiif^'much 
known to lord Chalham«—Were it ijift 
indeed for the peculiar circumstances oY< 
the cas^. he should •not have boasted of 
being at all knmvit.to the nol)]c lord; bu^ 
he would say, that every one who had the 
honour to be acquainted with him, must, 
be awair that of the varioust puliHi* iwn 
in the country no one \jas more cmiifent 
for# candout, ^fairness, and slncc^-ity. In 
the proceeding which he hdtl adopted,, 
the noble lord must have been led into mi 
error. He was sure that the Iftn. mover 
of the resolutions would iij^t hcljjcve in his 
cooler moments that lord Chatham’s Nar¬ 
rative was presented to his Majestiy w'ith 
dark, malignant* and insidious views, 
did not deny that the Narrative contained 
irnputati«ns on the navy, but he dented 
that the ifohle lord was actuated by mo< 
.tives such as thosi^ascril^d to him by the 
hon., gentleman. It appeared tl^at tfle 
•nobte lord had been sent to execute a ser¬ 
vice which could not be performed. To 
obviate the eilccts of public censure he 
had, too hastily perhaps, pBepared his vin- 
dkatton^ aneknad presented it to that per¬ 
son whose estimation he w^H^most solicit¬ 
ous to presoiive.—With regard to the 
secret inlhiuice^vhich it was asserted bad 
existed during*thc wflole of*^hc present 
reign, be could not concoive*how It cofcjd 
be going on for fifty yc5rs wiihcnt any 
one pointing his finger and venturing lo 
say ‘'there is the man/’ 'During the fbng 
rahainistrations of lord North and Mr. Pglj 
no such discovery was made.* He coiird 
liDt believe in then to exist. The publiq 
had long imputed to lord Bute tlat he was 
the secret adviser of the crown; l>ut it 
was now a vviell known historical fact, th^ 
bn far from being the adviser of the crAwn, 
lord. Bute cot^plaihed of having been neg¬ 
lected by it. Th€ present detection in¬ 


deed ms to him a complete proof that 
secret • influence had not existed in the 
way in which it was supposed to exist; 
for otherwise, was it credible that secret 
advice skovld be detected in twenty^ days 
after its communication ? A danger greater 
than thararisitig from secret influence ap¬ 
peared to him to have threatened the ron- 
.slitution on the coalition of lord North and 
Mr. Fox—namely, the union of all the 
aristocratical families of the coumry. He 
yvould not vote for the previous question, 
neither would he vote lor the honourable 
gentleman’s resolutions; but he wished 
that th(j Mouse would record on their jour¬ 
nals surnu resolution, which v. ould eilec- 
tuajly prevent any person in the naval or 
military service uf his Majesty, from ap¬ 
proaching his Majesty with a narrative of 
his conduct in any other \A%y than through 
the medium of the constituted authoritie.s. 

.Lord Folkestone af^reed ao far with the 
hon. gent, who had just sat down, that he 
thought the cry of secret inllueuce had 
been much exaggcrtitcd, that it was in 
truth little more tjjan a bug-IA'ar; it was 
not therefore on the ground of secret in¬ 
fluence that he sfiould vote for the reso¬ 
lutions pi'opos^'d. It was a principle in the 
constitution that the King could do no 
wrong, and it was also a principle in the 
constitution, that (he King’s advisers 
should be responsible to tlie country for 
the consequences of their advice. Now. 

contended, that if advice was allowed 
to be given in the same manner as lord 
Cbaftyim had cominunicafed his Narrative, 
aid with the same request of secrecy, that 
it ivouKl be impossible to bo furnished 
with that overt act, which w? indespen- 
sibly necessary to be posscs^d of to ma¬ 
nliest the intention of the individual, A 
gallant officer who had opened the de¬ 
bate, had said much upon the unfairness of 
imputing motives to lord Chatham; he 
seemed tp have the'aJvantage of being ni 

1 >ossessidri of that noble lord's motives, but 
le turned !Vom*motiVO to fact—from in- 
tenuuri to p^al-conduct. AVhy, that hon. 
genoi'ul could not ivell dispute that lord 
Chatham had, in tlio conduct he liad^iur- 
tiued, been influenced by*ccrtain motives 
.be those motives what they might. « Nowr 
as Tor him (lord Folkestone) he had 
no.other way of judgingof any man’s mo¬ 
tives than by jiis actions; and he con¬ 
fessed that in tlie present instaiicff^ he 
thought lotcl Chatham’s conduct of a na¬ 
ture to warrant the strongest suspicion of 
IKs motives. . What has been in tact.the 
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conduct of. l^d Chatham ? He.dreAv up a 
secret Narrative a ^rear public •trans¬ 
action, and p[j>.,euted it lo the King, vmiIi 
an annexed rnndrdon orseciec> ; and this 
Narrative contained more thaw •iiMirn.i- 
tions against the ntvv. •Yet no shiiilow, 
no trace, no reiinre could now be recalled 
to the mind of due. nob:e !ord, of ftia* part 
which he had wrnren of vshich he ha.j iv- 
pented after it Iia * been left to do its Mork 
upon the royal orind for a nionih. The 
gallant otlioer h't " asked, vv;.s there any, 
thing clandesii:it: in the noble lord’s pro¬ 
ceedings; lie would an V. cr, tliat he 
know of nothing tlia could be more clan- 
destinn. 'I he pro** •i»:atioii of the paper 
was obviously ciandc line; it contained 
charges, or; at least, in^’ouations, and yet, 
though avowed to be exculpatory of the 
party prtseiuin^ it, was requited to bp 
kept secret. He acknowledged that such 
conduct did awaken in his mind stroi^g, 
nay, the strongest suspicions of had hio« 
tives.-—It Inul been said by an hon. gent 
on th»' floor (Mr. Hankes,) that it was 
dangerou To vrsitan with punishment 
where tlie olltnce was not clearly laid 
down ail ' deiined. lltj agreed wiib tlial 
hon. peot., bu* did not think the oliserva- 
tion appiii'd to tlio case before the liouse 
No man could %e ignorant of the degree, 
nature, and extent of lord Chatliam’s of¬ 
fence, wlio was not ignorant fo ilie consti- 
.tution itself; and he thoughi that the pro¬ 
position of the Iior. gent would have an- 
plied more mirly, and might iiave been 
more justly adnnited as .i plea in tli,^' case 
of an unfortunate man (we presume IVSr. 
Gate Jones,) who had lately falien under 
the displeasure of the House, and who was 
now sufVeri^ punishment for an alledged 
offence, which gentlemen might find it 
difficult to reduce within the limits of x le¬ 
gitimate definition, or to refer to an}* one 
great principle of the constitution, of 
which that alledged offence wag a viola¬ 
tion ; but upon that topic he Would say 
no more, as he understopd that ft \vould 
shortly be distinctly submittei^.to tlie con¬ 
sideration of the House.—With respect to 
the conduct of lord Chatham, ifi giving ini 
this Narrative, lie thought it highly cen¬ 
surable, and principally sO because it ap-. 
peared to him thal that noble lord’had 
given in that statement not as a peer, not 
as a privy counseilot,, but %s a general of,- 
Rcff. He had obtruded upon his Majes¬ 
ty a military report—a militai;y report ex¬ 
clusive ill its nature, and yet bes^ring re- 
ferrence in every line of it to tha&par^ 
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ihaPhadnoiihe same advantage; and an¬ 
ticipating that judgment which was only 
to be form'd upon tlie fair public sources 
'of open investigation. The principles of 
:he cunstitu ion hod no magic in them; 
they required no extraordinary inlc’ect 
to .understand, or to apply them; they 
wt re the plain prgicffiies of common 
sense. The question fespeciing the con- * 
duct of lord Chathatn was nut of inoonsi- 
derabfe importance at a time when the 
standing army was maintained upon so ex¬ 
tensive a scale.-' A sending army had al¬ 
ways in this hree country bc«d tlumght 
dangerous to liberty^ thoreloib ihc com-* 
inon sense of the bonstitunoii mad^the 
civil iln!l military duties of*the sq^iject*^ 
noj merely diffcfinfj from each rcljer in 
>pVece|lence, hot w holly, dissimihu accor¬ 
ding ;o every form of «distiu( ton. ^ It was 
moKt dangonji* therefore, to countenance 
that illegal conjunction of them*, by 
which one was made accessory m the 
other,b'itli ruinous to tin* i‘(^'ulatcd 
ordbr of genera! liperty. We ha'l new. in 
pay, in ^chlilion to thai stantXng ariny, 
which the p?cssuro of the limes iiuiuced us 
tcitoleratcj an immense body of foreigners, 
there wcu^ not h‘ss than thirty battalions. 

A distfici of Grvat Britain had been lately 
commanded by •a foreign officer, a man 
neither a native, nor naturalized in our 
country. Might nci tlii*s alien to the 
country use- the prrvilcge, of which he 
found a precedent in lord Chaiha.Vi’s con- 
ilnct, ;m.‘ by virtue oTliis cfiice as a gene- 
at •(for udn\iiicd that lord . 

Cliath^m delivered his Narrative m 
that capacity,) approadi the throne, * 
assail the royal cur wi'li his representa¬ 
tions, poison the royal mind, and 
wlnle the natusi were stupidly gazing on 
the daring act which ihtdr v.^aknes&*pfr- 
initted, ovcri^'^rn the constitution? 

Mr. Adam ro^jc and spnkc»a$ follows :r— 

Sir; my ^tcriti^n to dhlay the 
House but •r^very sliori time, and I sin¬ 
cerely believe that I shall literally fulfil 
that intention.'' ' But 1 entertain a most 
anxious desire to state the grounds upon 
which 1 shall ^pport the present qtifes- 
ticyi; and my anxiety to do so has re¬ 
ceived muLh additional force, indeed, by 
(he manner in which the motion has been 
opposed by my learned* friend on the other 
side of the House (Mr. ^q)hen) and by 
the hon. gent, on the lowcr'part of the 
row*from which I speak (Mr. Bankes.}— 
The question is, in its very’ nature and 
essence, of vital conse*quence to the, con- 
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stitution; and the manner in Tvhicli it 
has been treated by the two gentlemen, 
to whom 1 have referred, has rendered it 
in that respect, if possible, still more so.* 
I have no hesitation in saying, that, if the 
doctrine which they have promulgated is 
acted upon in tins House, there is a com¬ 
plete and entire bncl of the constitution of 
this free country, 

I sincerely regret. Sir, that the earl of 
Chatham is the person who has fallen into 
this most unfortunate situation. I,regret 
that the predicament*in which he is placed 
compels to pronounco his conduct to 
'have been 'that whicji the second resolu¬ 
tion expresses, in my* opinion, with per-^ 
*‘'^ect accuracy, and W'ith most heboming 
moderation. 1 have, sometimes had the 
hcAiour to meet that noble lord in s(^cicty,« 
where jt was impossible not to be gratified 
with his demeaimur: anHt in the inter¬ 
course of business, in which 1 have seen 
him two or threp times, I have found him 
most aocoiiimodating in pokit of access, 
most clear, distinct, apd unassuming in 
discussion,* Jiut when called \ipni\ as a 
member of parliamejit, coi^cientiously ^ 
and uprightly to formv\n opinioi^ and give 
a vote upon a motion founded the con* 
duct which the noble Iord,has pursued re¬ 
specting hisNarrative, I have no choice— 

I must take the fact as it stands, w ithout 
considering wlio the actor was in t^e 
transaction, and divesting myself of all 
individuntl bias, projnounce my opinfon 
on the question before us. 

. In forming the opinion which i am 
about to deliver, I have made it my busi- 
^nesS* to strip thb subject of all extraneous 
matter, and of every thing not bearing 
directly on the issue. With that view 1 
lay out of theV|uestion all that has been re¬ 
lied Opon omlhe ofYie side and the other, 
respecting the facts and Circumstances 
which lord Chatham has given in evi¬ 
dence. 1 put tlyb casej[and that is all that 
is necessary in* the view wb{l?ti*J take of 
this, in my conception the most momqp- 
tous 'constitutional question* that has been 
discussed in the long period of my public 
lif?) upon the facts that lold Chatham *de- 
livered his Narrative to the king—that il is 
a public document, containing'an account 
of his conduct as commander of the forces 
on the late unfortuliate Expedition to the 
Scheldt—and qn his Majesty's • most 

g ’aicious anfXver to the Address of this 
ouse, stating the circumstances 
tending that*de]ivery—namely, its being 
given in the first instftnee, accompanied 


by a desire, which is in ^e, nature of 
an advice, to keep it secret; being taken 
back—delivered again-.—and then, by his 
Majesty’s own act, ordered to be given 
to the siecretary of state. 

However, Sir, before I enter into the 
consideration- of the question to which 
those communications, thus stripped of 
every concomitant incident, give rise ; 1 
cannot help expressing my utter surprise 
and astonishment, tliat my learned friend 
,(Mr. Stephen,) a lawyer of great know¬ 
ledge, ability, and experience—that the 
hon. gent. (Mr. Bankes,) an old member 
of parliament (whom I have known for 
30 years, and whose diligent attention to 
his, duty in all that time 1 must in general 
recognise and praise,) should ask, Where 
is the charter—were is the statute—where 
is the written decree” which has been 
violated by this proceeding of the earl of 
Chatham ? What! whemlhe great body 
of the municipal law of the country, the 
common law of England is technically 
characterized as unv^'itten, does a lawyer 
ask that question When thb great and 
most valuable part of the law of parliament 
dnd of the constitution has never been in¬ 
serted in* anVk. charter, statute, or written 
decree, does an old and experienced mem¬ 
ber of parliameut^ ask *that question } 
And are those gentlemen yet to learn that 
it is from the practice of parliament, from 
the usage of our ancestors, confirmed and. 
perfected by the invaluuble usage of mo¬ 
dern times, that we arc (0 derive the law 
of parliament and of the constitution ? The 
practice of the constitution forms the law 
of the bonstitution. And if it shall ap¬ 
pear that the proceeding of Igrd Chatham, 
with respect to this Narrati/e, was a vio¬ 
lation of clear established practice, who 
can pretend to deny, that because the 
principle which has been violated does 
nbt appear in a charter or a statute, or in 
a writtei^decree, that therefore it was not 
unconstitutional ? I take uj)on myself to 
say then, tliat t)ip delivery of the Narra¬ 
tive to his^ajesty by lord Chatham—the 
advice to keep it secret—the taking it 
back, ,and' delivering it again; in short, 
that the whole transaction was an uncon- 
.stitutional act. * • 

Sfr, 1 assert this not' on the authority of 
Speculative philosophers or constitution- 
ajists, but as resting, bn matter of recog¬ 
nised an^ well ascertained usage ; lifft to 
be looked for in this or in that written law, 
derived'from practice of ^igh an¬ 
tiquity, confirmed qnd sanctioned by the 
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uniform coura| of proceeding in the best 
mt^ern times) and happily affording at 
once the most certain protection t!b the 
person and dignity'of the sovereign, and 
the most perfect security to the liberty,of 
the subject. It is this clear right, this un¬ 
doubted and most privileged system, which 
our ancestors contrived, earned, and en* 
joyed ; and which is proposed by the 
motion of ray hoii. friend (Mr. Whilbrehd) 
to be maintained ; which if not asserted 
this night by the vote of this House, may 
be lost fpr e\er. 

Sir, before 1 enter upon the question 
more immediately under the consideration 
of the House, I cannot refrain from re¬ 
pelling the most unpretedented doctrine 
maintained by the hon. gent. (Mr.Bankes) 
respecting advice given to the Sovereign ; 
doctrine, I will ^enture to say, the most 
extraordinarv that ever was delivered in 
this House. Does the hon. gent, seriously 
and conscientiously intend to maintain 
that a minister, a peer, a privy counsellor, 

• or other person, may approach the King, 
and instil bs^ counsel into the royal mind, 
and if that counsel is not followed, that the 
counsellor or adviser is not guilty of 
criminal act; of a gross violation of the 
constitutional law of the realm: and that 
he could not be ounished for such aifvice, 
though nothing followed upon the advice? 
Let me entreat the hon. gent, to look back 
to the history of the country, to those pro¬ 
ceedings which characterized even the 
least settled and mbst uninformed periods 
of our annals. Lwill not confine the hon. 
gent, to the principles or doctrines to 
which the revolution gave a more porrecl 
form and substance ; look before to the 
reigns of tUl^^Stuarts ; nay, look back al¬ 
most to the conquest itselt, to the seras of 
favouritism immediately following that 
event. Let him look a little later, to the 
reigns of Edward 2, and Richard 2; to 
those times, when the minions of the crown 
poured poison in the royal ear,* \ .hen the 


* First Article of Impeachment of the iirst 
set of Articles against Lord Strahbrd, 
16 Car. 1. Cobbett’g State Trials, 
vol. 3, p. 1385. 

" Thy t the said Thomas e^rl of Strafford 
hath traitorously endeavoured to subvert 
the fupd amenta! laws and government of. 
the realms of England and Ireland; and, 
instead thereof, to introduce an arbitrary 
and tyrannical government against law; 
which he hathdeclared by traitorous words, 
Coynsels atid actions, and by giving hi^ 
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proceedings turned not upon the act that 
. followed^ Gut on advice not acted upon; 
and then let him say whether it \n not a 
olcar and well ascertained principle of the 
constitution, that to give bad coun^l tu 
the king is not in itself and by itself most 
criminal against the state; prosecutable 
and* punishable according to the practice 
and usage^f Parliament. If it were other¬ 
wise, I would ask how should we come at 
any gmlty adviser without coupling an act 
with the advice ? Let me ask, how the 
state could be prolettod against the poison 
which might be Infused into the royal 
mind, and whicli might, at an unconnected « 
and distant interval^d^e carried intoyoxc- 
«'ution, jn^a manner and by ucteasures the « 
most ruinous and destructive, and rendirej, 
bydapse of time,^^rilo5tkincapable of dis¬ 
cover r. 

Suppose,Tor instance, any person were 
s) base as to advise the'king, by his own 
authority, to suspend the Habeas Corpus 
act: but that the king, knowing belter, 
ana reVering'the constitution more than 
the adviser, -rejected that advice, aqd, 
though accompanied with an'injunction of 
secrecy, that the adviser became known. 
Can any qqe doubt that such advice would 
be the jsubject of parJiamentHry prosecu* 
tion, and, when-proved, be followed with 
condigr^ punishment? The case is too 
cfear td admit of a questiom 

But this is not aU*i-judgc the doctrine 
of the hon. gent, by the analogy of the 
law of high treason—Do the laws of trea¬ 
son require that the intention ofuhe trai¬ 
tor sliould be carried into effect, hi order ' 
to constitute that heinous crime ? I{pes # 
the Jaw wait till the” traitor^s hand shall 
have levelled the Monarches sacred person* 
in the dust ? Does it permit him traitor¬ 
ously and rudely to bpeak that ]in^ of 
safety, the rc^ al life, which protects us 
all ? whose sacred person is fenced round 
by extraordinary laws, to unite and knit 
together the., whole sociifl and political 

- 1 . , , 

. # 

Majesty advice, by force of arms to com- 
pel his loyal subjects to submit thereto.^* 

Thir^ Article of Qie second set of Articles. 
Cobbett’s State Trials, vol. 3, p. 1388. 

" That the realm of Ireland having 
been, time out of min(|, annexed to th^ 
imperial crown of this his Majesty's realm 
of England, and governed the saam 
lajwa.; the said earl being lord deputy of 
tbat realm, to bring his' Majesty's Iicge 
subjects of that kingdom, likewise into dia* 
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fry mv of the stale 'lie law, thus reiitlqr- 
inj^ tile mere intention to kill, ih*e crime, 
BiifJ not the acMial muiHer, a^^ in the-case 
of private men—thereby securing the 
body of the s ato from danger of sudden 
change, and ^noiii dissolution, the natural 
and prnbab'e (Rectof il. btiall it be said 
then, that the iotentioii oy st*civt and evil 
advice to bcs. ? v which*ruay over- 

whel'ii ihr s:t ted fabric of our laws and 
subvert our h' erties, shall be le<s i^rotect- 
.ed ; or that the intendon, in that case, 
shall not be ctiuivnient in criminttlity to 
the act vdiich it is meant to excite P 
* Sir, I brieve I oui^hi in some measure 
to i'^g pardon of House for having 
4 ^(]wclt so loi^g upon a subject wt^icli is no! 

Ii(:e of his Majesty’s*government, and'in-, 
tending the subversion of the fundai^iental 
laws afid settled govcrnmetitof that realm, 
and ,the destruction of his Majesty's liege 
people there; did upon the .SOth day of 
September, in tfle ninth year of his 
Majesty’s reign, in the city of Dub'^in, the 
clyercitva>f ihat realfli, where his Ma¬ 
jesty's privj couned and coufts^of justice 
do ordinarily reside, find whither the yo-* 
bility and gentry of that realnt^o usually 
resort for justice, in a pnblic speech before 
divers of the nobility 0 ^ 0 ^gentry of that 
kingdom, and before the mayor, a|j]ermen, 
and recorder, and m^iny citizens of l)ubliri, 
and other his Majesty's liege people, de¬ 
clare ai^d publish, tiiat Ireland wa^ a con¬ 
quered nation, and that the King might do 
with thenl what he pi .ased ; and speaking 
of the •charters of •former kings of £ng- 
, larg] made to^thaicity, he furthl^r then 
said, that their charter'^ were nothing 
worth, and did biinl the King no further 
than he plua^jiul." , 

The*first AAicle 5f Impeachment against* 
the earl of Ciaiendon, l*4th of Nov. 
I6G7. ]<)th Car, 2, Coblfett^s State 
Trials, vol. p. S;iO. • • ^ 

That the earl of CJareftdort hath de¬ 
signed a standing army to be raised, ^nd 
to govern tITe kingdom thereby, advising 
the King to dissolve thu present parlia- 
mem, to lay aside all tlioughts of parlia¬ 
ments for the future, to govern by milit’ary 
power, and to maintain llie same by free 
quarter and contribution." 

Lord Clarendon puts in a very detailed 
answer to thia Sharge, denying the truth 
of his haifing given such advice ;c.h^t 
making no observation against the validity 
of tbo charge, if it bad been true. 
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perhaps strictly connected ^ith the luaTrt 
question. But 1 could not jjermit such 
doctrine to go unanswered, especially 
when falling from a person whose age and 
experience as a member of parliament 
might give currency to principles subver¬ 
sive of the constitution, and utterly incon¬ 
sistent with the safety of the state and the 
freciiom of the country. 

Sir, I have already said, that all the evi¬ 
dence which I require to enable me to de¬ 
cide, that the conduct of lord Chatham, in 
the instance in question, has Seen uncon¬ 
stitutional, is the narrative of that noble 
lord, giving an account of the manner in 
which he discharged a great public tiust, 
coupled with hisMajestv’s most gracious 
an^swcT to the Address of this House ; an 
answer which, 1 will vontuie toftay (owing 

to 

1680—62 Car. 2.—Cobbetl's State Trials, 
vol, 8, p. J66.—Baruii 'IVeston's Charge 
to a Grand Jury in the County of 
Surry.—See Conjms. Jour. 1680, 

** And to speak trutli, all his disciples 
are seasoned with ^uch a sharpness of spirit, 
rfhat it much converns magislrales to keep 
a strait hand over them; and now they 
arc restless, amusing us with fours, and 
nothing will serve them but a parliament. 
For iny pgrt, I know no representative of 
the nation, but the King: all power cen¬ 
ters in hun; it i.s true ho does intrust it 
with his ministers, but he is the sole re- 
presentative, and i’ faith he has wivsdom 
enough to intrust it no more in these men, 
wlm^ave given us such Ititc examples of 
tlieir wjsdoni and faithfulness." And this 
committee taking the said matter into their 
consideration, came to this y€solution: 

Resolved. *' That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that the charge given by 
the said baron Weston, were a scandal to 
reformation, in derogation of the rights 
and privileges of parliament, and tending 
to ruis(*>*discord between his Majesty and 
his sulqccts," • 

^irtllc reign of Edw. 2, the proceedings 
ugaiiVt Gftveston are full of illustrations of 
this doctrine. 

• Tiie same is to be found in the various 
proceedings against the favourites and mi¬ 
nisters of Richard tho second. * 

• See Hume's History, vol. ii, p. 346, 
quarto edition^ Millar’s Historical View 
bf the English ^Government, book ii, 4 ihap. 
V. and the authorities cited by those au¬ 
thors. Se<i ikewise all the conteroporanc* 
%us historians. 
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to ihe extra<kdinary conduct of loi^ Chat¬ 
ham^) is witflout precedent in the records 
of pacliament; not only in the correct 
and constitutional aera which has suC' 
ceeded the Revolution ; but in all that Ipng 
and Jess formed period of our parlia> 
menlary history which preceded it. From 
that answer we learn, that when lord Chat¬ 
ham delivered tbisoflicial, this public do¬ 
cument to the king, in which he asserts 
the correctness of his own conduct, and 
impeaches that of the naval department; 
he delivered it to his Majesty, accom¬ 
panied with advice to keep it secret: and 
accordingly, unlit it was asked to be de¬ 
livered back, it remained secret. So that 
from the 15th of January to the 14th of 
February, during a whole month, all the 
other confidential servants of the crown 
were entirely i|:norant of this most im¬ 
portant communication. 

Sir, it does seem to me most extraor¬ 
dinary, and, l*6elieve, hitherto it has been 
unheard of in the conduct of public affairs, 
that a person, sent ii^ the chief command 
of an expe^iition, should return from bis 
command, and that months should elapse 
after his return, during which neither h« 
should tender, jior the king’s «ministers 
require, an account of his c(^nduct, and of 
his transaction^n that command. When 

the noble earl came back from Zealand in 

• 

September, it might be difficult for him in 
tlie dissolved, disordered, and distracted 
state in which the cabinet then stood, to 
know to whom he was to address himself. 
But when lord Xiverpool was appokited 
secretary of state for the war depart¬ 
ment, when the right hon. the Ch^iicell^r 
of the Exchequer was induced by his 
loyalty to*a^ccpt of the situation (as he 
has termed it) of piime minister; when 
those two persons wxre thus invested with 
the character of the responsible ministers 
of the crown, why did not they demarul 
from lord Chatham an account of his ser¬ 
vices ? For any thing that appev^*# they 
did not then discharge that most .impor¬ 
tant duty of their station) and lord Liver¬ 
pool has not even now takeif any stbp to* 
call upon lord Chatham, in the,terms'and 
according to the order given in his ap-,' 
poititment under the sign ^manual, to ac¬ 
count* to him as secretary of state. . 00*1 
the contrary, the discharge of this grea( 
public duty in this, I believe, the greatest, 
ant^Jam sure, the mosturffortunaie expc*- 
dition that ever left the shores of this 
country, seems to have beeii«passcd over 
by the biiig’s ministers without*inquiry 
rot. xvj. . • 


inU^the^ details of it, as if it had not been 
a subject of most anxious public concern, 
and one for which they are most deeply 
^responsible. Nay, Sir, what is sidl more 
extraordinary^ those ministers, tho8e.con- 
fidential servants of the king, instead of 
considering the public account of th^ con¬ 
duct and transactions of*a public officer, 
in a great* command, &8 a matter for pub¬ 
lic account, have, in violation of every 
principle that regulates the government of 
this free country, represented the matter 
conuedted with this public narrative as of 
a private nature, relating to private 
concerns of the king, and not {o the pub*, 
lie and oiheial aifaits of the king^m. 
•Fur, Sisip^hen the matter first^ame before^ 
tl^e House, on a motion for an Address to 
i^thcf king, to commpntcatie every thing tf^at 
respected the transactiuii under our cun* 
sidcralion, the weeretar^ of state for the 
Hume Department (most wonderful^ that 
such things should be attempted !) had 
th^ boldness to ar^ue the*inattcr, as if the 
conpniTnications of a public officer to the 
king, respecting the execution pf a pubjic 
command, ^ere of a private nature ana¬ 
logous to the private concerns of his Ma¬ 
jesty ; an^ that those who asked farther 
information on th'e subject were proposing 
to search his Majesty’s private escrutoire. 

Sir, J am sure that the indelicacy of 
such a*search never entesed the mind of 
arvy individual* hero/ God forbid that 
thej-e should not be the most sabred re¬ 
spect for every thing that relates to the 
private aflairs and domestic concerns of 
our ^vereign. 1 trust 1 am the Ust per* ‘ 
son to entertain or promulgate a doctgne , 
that could intrench,* in the smallest de¬ 
gree. upon the most inviolable security to 
his Majesty’s private icposi lories. . The 
veneration for the person and character of 
his Majesty, w^ch is entertained through¬ 
out the nation, ensures agaiui^t such a 
violation of all decency ; ^d the parti¬ 
cular circnm^ances). in wHfch I am known 
to stand, nvilk'ensure me, 1 trust, against 
the possible iniputation of any thing but 
the most profound respect ^md attach- 
inerU to the person of the King. Bpt, 
Sir, I cannot under tliese imjpressions, 
pptverful as they are, he fed to forget the 
clear and inarked distinction betw'een the 
public government of the monarchy and 
the piivate concerns of the monarch. 

i do then most boldly and stedfastly 
Jtn^ that the doctrine, wlii^h has been 
cfintended for on the other, side of the 
House, has any foundaition iu the coiifiti** 
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tution of this country ; and I insistf that 
it h unconstitutional to assert that the 
King (1 speak of the office of King gene- 
inHy, according to the constitution ofj 
England) can have a private repository 
for a public paper ; that this is a position 
adverse to llie very essence of this con^ti- 
iution, and has been sti in all times of our 
history—that the gVeat security of this 
free country, as it respects the royal 
* power and authoritVt is* that therKing 
does no public act of himself; but that he 
acts by the'advice f.f known and Worn 
counselloi^j,. who are res))onsiblc to this 
«l]ouse, aiul, to the country, for their ad- 
%'ice>u-that all acts, tnerefore, and all ac- 
^counts of thase acts given by thsss who 
are appointed to the discharge of public 
du,^ies—in short, Vhaf all public trausao- 
tions of the state must be official-f-that 
they cannot be the subj^t of conceal¬ 
ment; they that cannot be communicaten' 
under injunctions and advice of secrecy to 
the Sovereign; ' but must pass through 
that puolic and oflicial course wliicb is 
knpwn to the constitution, which public 
official course securer to thit House the 
application of its great inquisitorial 
pow'er, a privilege which has always ex¬ 
isted, and which is limited only by the 
discretion of the House. thdtthis un¬ 
doubted right to inquire into the i;onduct 
of the executive officers of the crown, 
thus renders it essentially necessary thkt 
all the parts of the executive government 
should paiis in the usual, the accustomed, 
and well-known official channels. .The 
'secret communicatiun v^hich is the sub- 
«jecl of our present consideration, with 
every act of a siiiiifar kind, 1 therefore 
assert to be totally inconsistent with the 
clear and indisputable characteristics of 
the constitution which must never be lost 
sight of in the consideratK i of this sub* 
ject1 moan the irresponsibility of the 
King; the responsibility of ministers; 
and the inqnislloriaS power the Hou&e 
of Commons. 

That the system of the Jdng acting oy 
advice in the government of the realm, 
aifd being according to the constitution, 
incapable of acting but by advice of pub¬ 
lic responsible advisers, is the practical 
constitution of this country, nobody can 
j yet the Ifiarried gent. (Mr. Ste¬ 
phen) and the hon. gent. (Mr. Bankes) 
with this clear'and acknowledge princi¬ 
ple before *them, ask (1 cannot helpj^ 
pealing it U expose it), In what char¬ 
ter, in what statute; in yvhat written decree. 


do we f^d it declared that thd deliveriog 
a puhlij; document respecting a 'discharge 
of a puplic duty to his Majest}*', under 
the seal and advice of secrecy, so that it 
shall not find its way to the accustomed 
channel, and to the knowledge of bis 
Majesty’s other confidential servants, is 
unconstitutional ?” My answer is dis¬ 
tinctly this: That the unconstitutional 
character of that act is not to be found in 
any charter, in any statute, or in any 
written decree, but that as a matter of 
Invariable, ancient, and indelible usage, 
it is against the practical constitution of 
the country; and that the practice of the 
constitution can he made as clear, as cer¬ 
tain, and as intelligible, as if it were em¬ 
blazoned in i lack and white in the most 
distinct and legiulc characters. 

1 do not mean, Sir, in proving and il¬ 
lustrating this from history and authorities, 
t.o draw the House into minute conaidera- 
tidns of detail, or into deep antiquarian 
investigation. Such a discussion is not 
well suited to this ph'ce, and fortunately, 
it is not necessary to this .'lubject; in 
which (as in all those general rules and 
Kigulations which are best calculated to 
govern and direct tlie conduct of man¬ 
kind; the facts by which they are esta¬ 
blished are well known, pdiin, and incon¬ 
trovertible. They may, no doubt, be 
made clearer by research, and more con¬ 
firmed by details, but they are manifest to 
general and popular observation. 

All those who know the history of the 
official system (now so v/ell understood, 
and sO firmly established) know that the 
seeds of the system were sown in the 
earliest periods of the English constitution, 
and that they have gradually grown to 
strength and perfection. The responsibi¬ 
lity of the advisers of the crown belonged 
originally to the office of Privy Coun¬ 
sellor. Any person who has ever opened 
lord Coke’s fourth* Institute, knows that 
the offive of Privy Counsellor may be 
said to*be as M as the monarchy; that 
it certainly approaches to tlie time of 
legaf menmry; that the great office of 
president of council is an ancient and 
well-known office, which has existed dur* 
ing all that time, thereby aftbrding direct 
evidence of the very- early institution of 
responsible counsellors to the crown; 
showing that the principle of responsibi¬ 
lity in the king^s public and sworn adwisers 
is an inherent part of the constitution, and 
evincing tlfat there is no period of onr 
When the sovereign could, accord* 
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ing'lo the^lawand constitution^ act by 
liimself in tlie public concerns of tive Icings 
dom; bat tbat the public alFairs of the 
etate ought always to have been admini¬ 
stered by the advice of responsible sworn 
officers, by whatever name they might be 
called *. 

* Coke Littleton, Page 110, Section |04-. 

" The King of England is armed with 
divers cotincus; every one know^'th that 
he hath k privy council for matters of 
state.” 

Lord Coke’s Fourth Institute, Page a3, 
Cap. 2—Of the Council Board. 

This is a most noble, honourable, .and 
reverend assembly of the king and his 
privy council, in the king’s court ol 
palace. With^his council, the king him* 
.self doth sit at his pleasure. These coun* 
sellers, like good sentinels and watchmen, 
consult of and for the public good; and 
the honour, defence, safety, and profit of 
the realm. A conMtlendo, secundum excel- 
lentiamf it ts called the council table; pri¬ 
vate causes, lest they should hinder thej 
public, they leave to the justices of tife ' 
king's courts of justice, and meddle not 
with them—they are called Conciliuifi regie 
privatum, conctffum secretum, et continiuum 
condlimn regie. The number* of them is 
at the king's will, but of ancient time there 
. were twelve or thereabouts. Of the 
university ofthc king’s several councils, you 
may read in the first part of the Instijtutes, 
section 164.*'—"N. B. lord Coke cites many 
authorities from the rolls of parliament^ 
See above, Co. Lit. ] 10. 

Fourth Instjipte, Page 45—Of the President 
of the Council. 

There is, and of ancient tine hathj 
been, a president of the council, who 
was called principalis cmsiHarioust uqd 
aometimes capitalis c&asiliaTms,** (For this 
lord Coke cites many aiithoritiSl.) " In 
the Journal Book of parltamdlit, *5 £dw. 
VI. and 7 Edw. VI. Duk NorthtfmH. I & 

2 Ph. & Mar. Comes Arunddl, &c.” ap- 
pev; • 

" Acts of Parliament, naming the pro- 
*idep|5 of the ‘council, 21 H. 8. cap. 20. 
31 H. 8. cap. 10. 34 H. 8. cap. 1.” ' 

*' This office was never granted but by 
letters patent under the g];eat seal, durtmie 
he^placiio, and is very ancient; for John, 
Bishop of Norwich, was presitleVit of the 
Council in anno regis Johaiims. Holt, fo, 
K8« Math. Pari?/ UQh and Math', Weatm. 
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But;. Sir, the hon. gent. (Mr. Banker) 
says, in answer to the admirable spet'ch 
of \ny Icjnied friend, (Mr. Brougham) a 
speech which fulfilled tliai expecuiioii of 
talent so truly formed of him, and which 
it gave me for many reasons, moss pircu- 
liar pleasure to he ir, that the cal)inet is 
of inot^ern dale, and iif therefore no part 
of the coii^ititution ; ahd that comincling 
the executive government of the country 
by atcabinet council cannot therefore be * 
founded upon as establishing thr prac¬ 
tice oT the consiitutinii Sur^lj*, Sir, the 
hon. gent, caiigot think ihat are to be 
put down with a word, or tabe diverteeb 
from our principle* by a mere ^nie; 

* Surely, ^ir, he dues not mean lo |rguv 
Utat because ih^ nafne of cabinet did not 

, enlist till comparativ^y modern times^ 
tliat^n substance, the,thing has not always 
existed a.s a futidanien^al part of the great 
System of executive responsibility in the 
practical constitution uf this country ? 
npes the hui). gent, mehn to say .that the 
peHod can be named in which the king 
of England' has ‘ever, according to .the 
constitution^ acted .of his own personal 
authority.in publil? affairs? and that he 
has not Always had responsible, sworn 
members of his Privy Council to advise 
him ? The kgig has, at all times, especi¬ 
ally tlft Privy Council was numerous, 
selected (and.by his pftrogative could 
dtways seluet) certttin pcs sons of th-it 
cqpncil, in whom he more puiticularly 
confided, and by Whoso adviee lie more 
particularly acted That selection, in 

Dormnit tauten hoc officium^regnante fnugna* 
Elizabetha** 

Comyns’s Digest, Vol. iv. 424. 

The residue of the couAcil consists of 
such number^ as th^ kin^ ple^eS.” 4 
Inst. 53. 

"And by the custom t)f tlje realm, 
]jpon sunffii^is t<^the cohncil, and taking 
the eatlbot«A privy councellor, each of 
them continues the council duringthe 
king’s life, with letters patent, or other 
griyits.” 4 Inst. 54. ^ 

* Blackstone, Vol. i. p. 229. 

• " The king’s will is the sole constituent 
of a privy counsellor; and this also regu¬ 
lates their numbers, which of ancient time 
was twelve, or thereabouts. Afterwards 
it increased to so large d number, that it 
Woft found inconvenient for *secrecy ano 
dispatch; and therefore, kidg Charier 2. 

in 1679, limited 16 to thirty} rrliewot'fit- 
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a* bad sense, as in the reign of Ch^fle^thc 
Second, when men, without character 
or principle, were chosen by that prmcc 

tcenVere to be the principal officers of 
state,' and those to be counsellors, virtute 
qgicii ; and the other fifteen were com¬ 
posed of ten lonfs apd five commoners of 
the king's choosing. But since that time, 
The number has been much augmented, 
and now continues inddinitc. At the 
same time also, the ancient office 9 f lord 
president of the couhcil was revived in the 
person orAnthony, Earl of Shaftesbury ; 
•ajid officer,'that by the statute of 31 lien. 

V^J^ cap. 10 , has pftcedence next after 
^the lf)rd ch^icellor and lord ircEftuter." 

Sir William TernMemoirs, third Part, 

Page 'l*T)3. . ' 

I saw a probability of matters growing 
to sfich a pass, tliat his Majesty iniglit 
forced to part with them ; and yet I saw 
not authority enough left in the crown, 
cither 'lO do tliat williout the vcivtiir^ of 
great miscliiefs, or to lUx without another 
parliament tUl the present humours might 
cool. And both l.hese considerations< 
meeting togeilier, cast me '"upon the 
thoughts of the king’s eytabli^fiing.a new 
council, of such a constitution^ as might 
cither gain croflit enough with.iljc present 
parliament, by, taking in so rnany^pcrsoiis 
uf those who liad among them, and 
thereby give ease and t]ui»a both to the 
king ahd^,his pi oplt'; or if, on the obicr 
side, the buiimui:# should giow outragfMmi 

• and beyond oppO'jug, >the king 

yet, ^at the head of .-luch a council, with 
ludrc authority, and lesR hazard of ill 
coiise(|uenccs, either (irurognc or dissolve 
them, as any necessities of his own, or 
extravagancies of theirs, should requite. 

" FoV these ends it see.nis necessary to 
lake into the council, some lords and 
commoners who tvere of most appearing 
credit and sws.y in bedi houses, without 
being thought either principled or interest- 

• od against the govonirne'i^t; and mix tlcnn 
with others-of his majesty’s more general 
choice, for making up one half otj, the 
council, whilst the other half, b-'^ing fifteen, 
were ever to be the present chief ollit^rs 
of his crown and household, whvt be¬ 
ing all of his majesty’s known tni:$t, as 
well as choice, would be sure to keep the 
Cpimcil steady the true interest of his 
maje.sty anfl the crown." 

Hume’s flistory, Vol. vii. Page 45S. 

{t was lemarlftdvCliat the committee 


V 

]SI().— T?te Earl of ChathamU Nflrralfpe,— 

to advise him, was nidc-nan^^id a Cabal-— 
from the first letters of the names of those 
who composed it; in the good sense, and, 
now-a-days, it is ordinary called a cabi¬ 
net^ bu^, in reality and in substance, it 
is a selection of the Privy Council, which 
has in all ages, been known to the law 
and the consiitution; the essence and 
chai;acter of which cannot be varied by 
the designation given to it, and which, 
therefore, shows ray learned friend (Mr. 
Brougham) to have been perfeqtly correct 
1n hi.s view, and that the hon. gent. (Mr. 
Bankes) under a mistake, has bad recourso 
to a modern phrase in order to subvert 
an ancient system. Sir, I hare already 
said that this system of selection of res¬ 
ponsible swoKi counsellors, as advisers of 
the crown, is as ancient as the monarchy 
itself. At the period succeeding the con¬ 
quest, when the charters of our Ubertieg 
were exacted from the croyrn, the system 
prevailed. During the reigrts of the Plan- 
tagenetsit was equally conspicuous. The 
best princes of tbat^race acknowledged 
the system in the most dislinet manner; 
and in the reigns of the weak and mis¬ 
guided princes of that line, particularly ia 
those of Edward the Second and Richard 
the Second (to whose reigns iharc already 
had occasion to refer), thf«adviscrs of the 
sovereign .were most severely called to 
account by parliamenf*—thus exhibiting 


of council, established for foreign affairs, 
was entirely changed, and the Prince 
Rupert, the Duke of Onkiond, Secretary 
'I'Vfccor, and Ij)rd-keeper Bridgman, men, 
in whose honour the nation had great 
confidence, were never called >o any deli¬ 
berations. The whole secrefwas intrusted 
'o five persons, Clitlbrd, Ashley, Bucking¬ 
ham, Arlington, and Lauderdale. These 
men were known by the appellation of 
the CADAL, a word, which the initial letters 
of their names happened to compose. 
Never there a more dangerous mini¬ 
stry in’England, nor one more noted for 
pernkidus counsels." 

*■ WhiiSocke’s Memorials, Page 9^.— 
3 Edw. II. 

" It is required, that strangers should 
^ be , banished, the counsellors removed, 
public afiairs be treated by the council 
of the clergy and the nobles, and no war 
be made without common council." _ 

Petyt's Jus Parliawontarium. 

Cap. 7.Mn which the proceedings 
\lgaiust\h« earl of Bufiblk, the lord Cbaa^ 
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the constitution in distinct cbaracteis, by 
grare, deliberate, and well ascer^ined 
overt acts, handed down in history, as 
transacted by our ancestors, and recog¬ 
nised, contirmed, and formed int^ shape 
by their posterity^showing at one view 
the responsibility uf the king's advisers, 
the irresponsibility of the sovereign, and 
the inquisitorial power of parliamei^— 
the three grand and leading features of 
the constitution, of which, as 1 have al¬ 
ready said>«we must never lose sight, but 
always recognise as the cement which 
binds together and secures the free mo¬ 
narchy of this great and civilized country. 

Look now, Sir, to the next sera of our 
history, and you wilt lind, that, amidst 
all the blood that was shed in the contest 
between the Houses of York and Lan- 


cellor, are detailed. Cap. 8. In which 
the proceedings against the archbishop 
cf Canterbury, the above mentioned earl 
of Suffolk, chief justice Tressiilian, and 
others, are dclailedi—Sec likewise the 
Appendix ^ the third volume of Rush- 
worth's Collections, page 2()2, 

Rolls ofParliamcnt, 6 Rich. II. s^ctionlS. 

“The commons Iikevvise*pruy tor the | 
honour and prt^of.your majesty adOthe 
commons, that your majesty will be 
pleased to order certain lords to be placed 
about your honourable person, of the most 
wise, honest, and discreet persons of your 
realm, to counsel you, To which the 
king answers : 'tThc king will take about 
his person, such suilicient persons, tords, 
and others, as shall seem best for h*s 
honour and profit: and as to the rule ajrl 
government yf his household, he will act | 
by the advice of the lords and others of, 
his council, according to such ^ood rule | 
as shall seem best for his honour." 

Whitelocke's Memorials.—25th Edward 1, 

• 

“ When the king was at Wi^helsen, 
firabarkingfoT the contineitt, b^ing ready 
to take ship, the bishops, barons,, and 
commons, send him a roll of gfievairces 
of his taxes, subsidies, impositions, forc¬ 
ing tf services, his imposing 40.r. upon a 
sack of wool, • being before but half 
Si mafk, and wool the filth part of the-| 
substance of the kingdom.—The king 
sends answer, that he could not alter any 
thjQg without the advice t>f his counejib 
who were not now about him."^ • 

^ Hume's History, pagc!*291. 

Th« king told them^ that the geeatesif 
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castfW/ the same system prevailed; and 
■ thus it is established that there never was 
a period when this system of responsibility 
m the advisers of the crown did not aper- 
tain to the executive govenunent of* the 
country, and invariably make a part of the 
constitution of England. 

During the reigns the House of 
Tudor, from causes widcli it is unneces¬ 
sary to stop here to investigate, but which 
are weU known to every person acquainted 
with the history of the country, the crown 
was every thing ami th^ parliament 
nothing. Yet, during that of sus¬ 

pension of the original constitutional func- i 
tions, which has tcmfled to mislead ttfaiiy 
tn the j«is4consideratton uf thuriconstitution^ 
o^England, and to gife a false impresskm 
dur original rigws* tlite system of ufTige 

part of Ins council wercjiow at a distance# 
atid without their advice he could, not 
deliberate on a measure of so great conse- 
queiice;* 

Rolft of Parliameq^ of the 5th of Henry 
, IV. U)tli Section^ • • 

j “ Likewise on the same day the com¬ 
mons prayed our lord the king to make 
an ordinance, that no person should be 
named *to ,belortg to the household of our 
lord the kingv honest and virtuous 

person^ip and such as were of good re- 
pute. • 

Ditto, 7th and 8lh of rtenry IV. Section 31, 

Likewise on Saturday the 22nd of 
May, the commons came befor# the king 
and the lords in [firliamtnt, and there rc- * 
presented that they had pi'ayed ihckiu^ at , 
the beginning of the parliament, and since, 
and represented besides that the arch- 
bidiop of Canterbury had made report 
to them, that th e kin g wished to be 
*counceIled b\^he”wisest lords the 
realm, who 'should have superintendance 
of every thing that should be for jthe good 
^vernmciA: the realm^ to all which 

the king agreed, and repeated with his 
ovm niouili, that* it was his entire will; 
and upon this a bill was reatf, containing 
the names of all the lords who should |>e 
of the council. 

• I'hen follows the bill in the Rolls of 
parliament. 

29th and 30lh ofHenry VI. 

See Whitelocke's Memorials, page 14!l, 
14-3. Proceedings respeefing^he duke*of 
i^Rolk. And in Whitelocke'/Memorials, 
page 143, the council advise ki the case of 
Cade’s rebelUoa. * 
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(which has ulbimately rendered ^ tb9 res¬ 
ponsibility of the king’s advisers, their-- 
respoQNibility of the sovereign, and the 
inquiring power of this House, so certain, 
ao ittdispuuble, and so perfect) was gra¬ 
dually and imperceptibly forming into 
regular shape, and by degrees brought to 
that pitch of correctness and accuracy, 
which better days, quieter times, and 
more enlightened discussion, have made 
the sure and easy means of extending 
freedom to so large a mass of n^ankinn. 
If you will «kM>k into the history of the * 
great offiges of state, ypu will find that 
it was durjng the Tudor tyranny (a most 
ex(K;aordinary and'ninlooked-for occur¬ 
rence) that, the hitherto shapeless offi^ 
cial mass first bdf^n^to assume a-mpre 
regular form nnd^ method that after^ 
wards, during the reign of the Stewarts, 
amid *all the ^rious <^nnict8 of.that 
period, the o^ial system was ptb- 
ceed 1 ng more and more to perfection-^and, 
certainly withlio such in|ention^on. the 
part oV either race of princes, becane at 
last so ccuTectly formed, and firmly csta^ 
blished, as tt> be the main safe-ghard of the 
person of the Kiug,%nd a grapd securit/ 
of the freedom ol the people^. The se- 
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crataries of state, who had ^iginally been 
no iQore than the sealers and addressers 
of the king’s lettersA became gradually 
great oilicers of state, with great powers 
aiul grpat responsibilities. The office of 
chancellor was, during those periods, 
brought nearly into its present shape. 
The office of lord high treasurer, or first 
cogimissioner of the treasury, came to be 
a matter of regular fixed appointment 
and establishment. The office of lord 
high admiral, or first commissioner of the 
admiralty, the same. The offices of se¬ 
cretaries of state, the same. Thus, instead 
of the irregular selection of early times, 
tho^e great offices of trust, responsibility, 
and state, which are now, and have for a 
long period been, perfectly and completely 
formed ; were regularly appointed to dis¬ 
charge the duties of government, and to 
advise the sovereign. On tlie appoint¬ 
ment to those offices by t^e king, the per¬ 
sons appointed, ifnot befdreofthe privy 
council, arc sworn, ex officio, into the privy 
council; and, as th« confidential servants 
and advisers of the crown, form, with little 
occasional variations, what is now called 
4he cabinet. 

In this manner, by this imperceptible 


* Lord Coke’s SeconJJ)istitute,5.'>6, in 
his reading upon the Article CVprici.. 

At tiiemaking^ 9 f this'statute,the king 
had another seal, and thatis called Signet- 
turn, hlsSignct. This seal is ever inthe'eus- 
tody of (‘the principal secretary. .And 
there J^eour (Ued^ of <the Signet, ^ca]led 
Cldrici Signetti, attending on hiim The 
reksbn wherefore ibis in the secretary’s 
custody, is, for that the king’s private let¬ 
ters are sealed therewith.”—N.B. He 
is not calleo at this period Secretary of 
State.* - * ' . • 

Lord Camder-’s Judgment in the Court ol 
Coidmun pleas, 

Seizure of Papers.—^Sljte Trials. 

To consider then the'question ofVln 
capacity ol^ecretary of state.—This offi¬ 
cer is in truth the king's private secretary 
he is keeper of the signet and seal psed 
for the king’s private letters, and backs 
the sign manual in transmitting grants to 
the privy seal. This seal is taken notice 
laf in the Aniculi super Charias, cap. 6 ; 
aftid my lord Cbke, in his comment upon 
chapteV, page 556, describes thv ■ t>e- 
cretary AS Pliave* mentioned, lie says he 
has four clerks thhi sit at hifl board, and 


that the law in some ctKes takes notice 
of the signet; for a nr exeat regno may be 
by commandment under the privy seal, 
or under the signet, and, in this case, the 
subject ought to take notice of it; for it is 
but a signification of the king’s command- 
meht. If, at the time my lord Coke wrote 
jiis I'hird Institute, he had been acquaint¬ 
ed with the authority that is now ascribed 
to the seerf^tary, he would certainly 
have mentioned it in this iplace ; it was 
too important a branch of the office to be 
omitted ; and his silence therefore is a 
strong argument, to a man's belief at least, 
|hat no Hucb power existed at that time. 
Me has likewise tacken notice of thisofficer 
in the Prince’s case, in the eighth report. 
He id* mCntiotied in the statute of 27 tb 
Hetfry* 8 cap. *11; and in the statute 
of ttie saitke king, touching precedency ; 
and it is- observable that he is called In 
these two statutes by the single name of 
secretary, without the* addition^ which 
muderii times have given him of the dig¬ 
nity ot a state officer, 

** 1 do not ((now, nor do 1 t>elieve, tb^t 
*he was anciently a member of the ^-riv^ 
councif: *but if he was, he was iitueven in 
the times of James and (Charles the Fw-L, 
^accocdiag to my lord Cfuendoa, aa officer 
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contse, the xifre physical body oi the 
official system (if 1 may be allowec^ the 
expression) was brought to perfection in 
shape andn^urOj but before the revolution 
jC was an uninspired and lifeless forgii sub¬ 
ject to violation by the reigning monarch, 
while the powers of parliament were not 
always properly directed to counteract 
the infringement; and when the plianpy 
of those appointed by the crown was al¬ 
most at all times ready to make the duties 
of their situation yield to the will of the 
sovereign, and to become the base instru¬ 
ments of tyranny, instead of beingupright 
advisers. But, Sir, the revolution came. 
That great and wonderful event infused 
life and soul into this tvelUfonned, but 
' hitherto inanimate frame. Then it was 
that the passing of the Bill of Rights 
gave certainty ans) vigour to the eflbrts of 
Parliament, secured its power and its inde¬ 
pendence, and, \iy forming the character, 
of its members, *confirmed and regulated 
the discreet but firm exercise of the in- 
*quisitorial functions ofothe House of Com¬ 
mons. Theif it was that the character of 
those who were employed in the public 
service, secured the just execution of the 
system, and established the great doctrine 
of responsibility on a hrm and unalter|ble 
basis ; a positioHifrom which it cannot be 
displaced if this House does its duty. But 
if the violation of the system thus recog¬ 
nised in ancient, and thus practised in mo¬ 
dern times—if a dj^tiiict act, subverting 
the established, invariable course of offi¬ 
cial communication by official docunidht, 
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is pertnitted to pass uncensured, the true 
•principle of the executive government of 
England is at an end. On the contrary, 
ii^a private and secret communication to 
the King of public matter is condemned as 
adverse to the clear and invariable practice 
of the constitution, we are safe. 

Sir, the ^course takfn Ijy the earl of 
Chatham is as injurious fo the inquisitorial 
power of this House as it is to the system 
of the •executive government itself; for 
instead of being able to trace the public 
*acts of the state through theiT^Mstomed 
channels, we slvill remain igadi'ant of 
what the public acts are, or where the 
public documentsare^o be found; whdte- 
a1, if the regular, welMrqnurnrinii lopg- 
established official is adhered to, 

information and inquiry Am proceed with 
certain^ and without pbstruction. But. 
Sir, if the publvc^documqnts of the Iting- 
dotn are to be locked up in secrecy in the 
private repositoty of the king, and all ac¬ 
cess to t{)em shpt out, there is not only an 
end of the great system of official respon¬ 
sibility aii(j its controlling coric(?mitant-w 
inquiring*power of parliament; but 
tliahmost sacred princTple of the constitu¬ 
tion to which my. hon. friend under the 
gallery (Mr. Johnstone) has so jusHy re¬ 
ferred, wiil^e shaken to its foundation—I 
mv^n th^prfnciplc, ‘ that the king can do 
no wrong.' , * 

ITi all discussions oflthe constitution, in 
every elementary book it is laid down, as 
a first and leading makiin, that ^he king 
can da no wrongs and jt seems to me. 


of such magnitude as he grew up to* after 
the restoralipn, being only employed, by 
this account, ato make up dispatches at 
the conclusion of councils, and not 
vern or preside in those councils. 

IS not difficult to account for the 
rowth of the minister's importance. He; 
ecame naturally sigrdfleant from the 
time that all the courts in Europe ^egan 
to admit resident ambas^dofs ; Tor/upon 
the establishment of this new policy/the 
whole foreign correspondence* passed 
through the secretary's* hands, who by this 
means began to be an instructed and 
confideQtialiBMi^er. i ^ 


Stale Trials, Vol. 2. Bage 7^1.—See aTBb 
the Commons Journals, 1678. 

** The first article of impeachment 
against the earl of Da n by wa3 for giving 
mstructions to 1^ MJjlfny's^mbassacTors 
witliout the participatuiu of the secretary 
of state, or privy council.” * 

Clarendon’s iJebellion, Vol, 

• f. Page 210. 

"^he earl of Bedford was Jo be trea¬ 
surer ; in order to which, the bishop of 
■London bad already desired the King *t3 
' recijivc the staff into his hand, ami give 
* hihi leave to*rotire to the sole care of hit 


" The 6rst time he appears in our books * bjshoprickby which he wisely with- 
to be a granterof v^rrams is in 1 Leonard, drew from the storm.—AAd sothe treasury 
70 and 71, 29th. and ^Ofb Elizabeth, was for the present put intjp commission^ 
* whm the return to^ a flabeas Corpus was Mj;. Pym was to be ch.mcellor (^the ex- 
JI^Afommitment by ^rrFrancis V^l^iugham, | wh>ch offii r the.lord Cottington 

secrets^' aad one of the privy ^as likewise ready to su^rn^dcr^ upon aa- 
coora!,^^ ^ surance of mdetnnity'for the future.” 
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-were it not for the strange ;md unheatd-.of 
manner in which this question Cas been 
dealt with, that it would be almost absurd 
to -fest upon this obvious topic for a mo- 
Tiient. 1 refer to all who hear me, whe¬ 
ther this is not what we are mught in early 
youth, and what we now teach our chil¬ 
dren. And am 4 now to be called upon in 
this enlightened age, in this enlightened 
assembly, after having learned tltcse prin¬ 
ciples in iny early life, and heard Uiem in 
this House for thirty six long years sanc¬ 
tioned in’aci'fSiblff and loading mAims as 
plain artd, certain as th^t I hear ipyself 
now spealiiiig—I say, Sir, am 1 now to be 
called uj>on to prdve this constitutional 
, maxim to tJi'* House, when wejuve only 
to open the comnnil'tAr^es of Blacksion^,* 
t«i see, that when he^liscusses the king's 
ubiquity, the kind's perpetuity, iflid the 
other Attributes fij the Sqvereigti *(as he 
cali^ them,) that he likewise repveseitls 
the king’s perfection as the greatest and 
most ipiponant* feature of the I’oyal cha¬ 
racter, us that which, together wit^ his 
pfrpetuity, secures at once to this free 
country the*8afety of the luo^arjh, and the, 
independence of thi^people. , ^ • 

That the king can do no.wTong is a 
maxim which should seem, on •its bare 
statement, to be almost,foo btrt)Mg for ab¬ 
solute monarchy, or even Tor thejnost dc- 
lorable despotism ; yet this is tfic allri- 
ute of our king, tltis U the maxim apx>li- 
cable gnd appertaining to the soveg^dgn 

Blafkstone’s •Cornnijenlaries, vfef. 1. 

p. '210. 

Besides the attribute of sovereignty, 
the law ai^ciihes to the king, ni 

his political capacity, absolute perfec¬ 
tion :-r-']'hc.kinf%^ can do no wrong;— 
which ancient and funuatttental maxim is 
not to be upderstood, as if every thing 
transacted by the government was of 
course just lawj^ii, !j«t means oxly 
two things—First, that whsftevcfr is excep¬ 
tionable in the conduct of public alfaits is 
not to be iftiputed to the king; nor is he- 
%is\verable for it personally to his people: 
for this doctrine would totally dc.8troy that*^ 
constitutional independence of the cr&wn, 
which is necessary fur the balance of power* 
in our free and active, .and therefore com¬ 
pounded constitution. And, secondly, it 
Iheaiis thaUthe*prerogative of the crown 
extends n<fc to do smy injury ; it is cr,cgfod 
for the benefit of the people, and therefore .[ 
cjiiinot be asserted to.their prejudice.'’ \ 
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of a fr^e people; to the kit^ of>thismixed, 
and lirpited monarchy. What is more, 
this maxim, which sounds too strong for 
despotism itselfi is that which (parawxi- 
cal as it may seem at first sight) fortifies 
us again.st the inroads of royal power it¬ 
self, and protects the people from all ill- 
regulated arbitraly authority whatever. 
This is it which secures the monarch from 
degradation, and places him in the most 
elevated stale of dignity and safety: and 
such is the extraordinary and wcli-con- 
triveil system, under w'hich we live, such 
the just temperament of the diflerent jar¬ 
ring elements of which our constitution 
appears (at fir.>t sight) to be composed, 
that by the sound practice of the appa- 
rtmtly discordaiiL parts of the machine it 
proceeds wiili perlet.t .^moothness and re¬ 
gularity, uniting the system of 

freedom with the ino^t edicacious execu¬ 
tive authority that ever blessed the civi- 
n^^ed world, or was cver*iu any age or 
country extended over so large a portion 
of the human ruce.^ Whether the repre- * 
sentative body is a little mc^’c or a little 
less correct, is nut now the consideraiion>— 
rWhethc'it should be rendered more so, 
is not naw the question. But I assert, that 
the grand add fundamental principles on 
whit'h we have combip^ (the only in¬ 
stance in. the history of the world) civil 
and political freedom on the one hand, 
and a powerful executive government on 
the other, rest mainly and principally 
upon the maxim that the king can do no 
w rwig—out of which the responsibility of 
the king’s advisers—the necessity of pub¬ 
lic documents—the absence of all secret 
advice and secret councils—the obligation 
on all executive ofTicers |o'make their 
cou'iiiunications to avowed ministers—and 
the gre^t superintending inquisitorial au¬ 
thority of this House, necessarily and un¬ 
questionably arise. Whatever therefore 
*has a tendency to.infringe upon, or to de¬ 
stroy, ^bis attribute of ihe sovereign, his 
perfeetioN, (i» dc Uructivc of the constitu¬ 
tion -Shall it'thtji be said. Sir, as the 
leai^Cii ^Vit. (Mr. Stephen) and the bon. 
gent. (M.r. Bankes]t have argued, that the 
act of the earl of Chatham, in delivering 
bis Narrative^ fic King, unconsti¬ 
tutional ?. Does nyt such an antiend to 
violate, directly vu^atc, that great maxim 
which J have been eiiHcavouring to enlarge 
upon and enforce ?' Dc^js it not aestrq^r,tl)p 
officiabaud responsible, and establish^^ 
uiioiFicia) and ii'rcspon:^bIe, system ? 
it not; by removing commuiu'MMn 
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from it« Ve^lar channel, and p]a«iDg the ‘ 
sovereign'in a predicament unkiyxvii to 
the constitution, make him liable to be 
obliged to act without an adviser? Is not 
this the immediate result of the^ transac¬ 
tion which we are examining, and does it 
not besides, by the unconstitutional in¬ 
junction of secrecy, keep the other confi¬ 
dential advisers of the crown ignorant of 
those facts and circumstances, on a know¬ 
ledge of which tlieir opinion must be 
formed, and their counsel to ihcir Sove¬ 
reign depend ? So (hat it is an act wliiclf 
at once interferes with the olDcia! system; 
embarrasses the inquiring power of this 
House; infringes the great maxim that 
the king can do no wrong; ami, lastly, 
what has not yet been adverted to,* in¬ 
troduces into the government of the coun- 

try that most riynous and unconstitutional in f^onr of this act o 
of all practices, a double government, cai! of* Chath*n, as *it 
where one set of men, or one man, is to fiving, nouhriiuve defe 
advise, and another set of men are to act 
and be responsible. 

When 1 say that ^lis is the immediate. 


c® 

and that,' from the year 1765, when the 
old duke of Cumberland advtsetl in fortn- 
ing*the ministry, the earl of Bute never 
•had any the least connection, directly or 
indirectly, with public allairs. • 

But my opinion respecting the secret 
influence of lord Bute has, in my way of 
viewing the motion befiA'e us, no influence 
whatever*. 1 consider the question (if 1 
may l>e allowed to say so) in a more en¬ 
larged point of view, as it regards the con¬ 
stitution; and, as in practice, tending to 
form,*nay as actually ftw uuinj ij the most 
ruinous of all systems, a (ToyWe govern¬ 
ment—with all the evils of ignorance and* 
counteraction wdiivlf belong to that de- 
plorabi^ystcm. ^ ^ 

^ But, Sir, the Mr. Pitt ts in- 

wicd with a vie^j^o orealc an influence 

of his brother the 
t Mr. Pin,*if now 
defended or given his 
sanction to ihis proceeding. Mr. Pill and 

—__iS « ■ -.- 

Chaibfim's opinion of lord Bute^s secret 


the necessary and mischievous eflect of infltfetice (as it 2% called,) by whicl^ he 
what has been done; 1 beg to Wv^^ljji^been iigagined .to dictate or control 

^ U|e n^easqres of the^abinet ever since the 
earl of Cj^atham left it. Lord Bute has 
not been ignoraiit of the long prevalence 


understood that I am no^one ofyhosu wh» 


of^< 

fMiht 


have or ever had any belief uiffiihe secret 
influence, which has been So much rested 
upon by sorae^icntlcmcn in the coifrse of 
this discussion, referring to the secret in¬ 
fluence of the late earl of Bute—(hi the 
contrary, 1 utterly disbelieve it. I have 
been very many years an observer of the 
transactions of men in this country—1 
have, during all that time, lived i» the 
greatest intimacy with the family that 
noble person—1 know their character fo 
be that of the most perfect veracity; and 
relying upon my own observation and 
knowledge oT public men and ministers, 
and upon the veracity to whidi 1 have 
alluded, 1 am most decidedly of opinion, 
that the secret influence, which has be^n 
so often referred to, had no existence 


* Lord MounlstuaiVy letter* i2Ut of 
October 1778.—B(odsTey’8,A#i4yrt Re- 


gister, vol. 21, p 

** Here is a letter 
Chatham*SgJ^nd^ vo 
by th^ authonfW of 
to lord Bute tb 
Chatham says ( 
ngggsly, is not 
Jtftve ruined 
iJkgy reader wi 
tapAmpulalioi * 
VO^XYl. 


25b. 

under the earl o^^ 
|Che^ to be such 
family, imputing* 
unseis which lord 
hpr iustly or erro- 
e«* pfelSent question,} 


of this eri\)i', hiding seen himself most in¬ 
juriously tfcated in consequence of it, for 
many years past, by WTitarsof pamphlets, 
newspaper eJ^’jys, •and political para^ 
graphs p^Sfltwhich he passed ovcj^in silent 
indignation and contempt; but when he 
sees flie sanYe cruel mistake advanced and ^ 
ceuntenanced such ftn authorimjn the*' 
earl of^ Chatham, he thinly he 
wanting to himself, if he did not encounter 
it wiili the best evidence that can be sup¬ 
posed to lie within hisrcach^ 

** There are b ut two pe rsons in thej&ing- 
dom who arcj^CSpSETe^o^kiiow'ing the 
negative of (hat opinion with absolute cer¬ 
tainly. One of them is of *rank» too high 
t» be app&IjiUta^ or evdn mentioned on 
this occasiunR* the other is himself; he 
dous, therefore,* authorize me to say, (hat 
he declares, upon his solemn word and 
honour, he has not had the honour of wait¬ 
ing on bis Majesty, but at his levee oir 
dr<twing*room; nor has he presumed to 
oiler an advice or opinion concerning the 
disposition of oflices, pr the conduct of 
measures, either directly or indirectly, by 
himself or any other, froM,theJb» a iii n ihs r 


king ^ and• ^ngdom, late duke of Cambyd^tfnawas consulted 
t once have undersioodJnfL tfie arrangement of i ministry in 1765 


b^ fqun()ed on lor/j to tlie pre^nt hour.; 



10] PAUL. DEBATES, Mauch 5, 1810, — The Enrl of Chatham*s Narrfuive-^ 

_ • • r 

Mr. Fox, alas! are in their graves,•but the 15th of October. On tljc 20th of 
are we therefore to lose all sense and 'December the city vote their address to 
knowledge of the practice of the conslitu- the King ; and here, sir, give me leave lo 
lion ? Are we to be idle and iadifTerent* say, that the address of the first corpora- 
and make no research to learn that which tioir in .the united kingdom, nay, of the 
the}'knew ? Is it fit or just to suppose first corporation of the* world, is in the 
that Mr. Pilt would have sacrificed, even nature of an act of state, of no immaterial 
to a brother, his'uiivaricd and well ascer- consideration, either as to the form of its 
tained constitutioiKll opinions on this sub- reception, or as to the manner in which it 
ject ? On thissubji'ct, Mr. Pitt’sopinions is to be answered. Sir, the time has been 
’ were declared. Tliey were umform, when there was an earl of Chatham, who 
from his earliest youth, and acted ty^on to considered the acts and addresses of the 
his last Udw'v- it Was my fate to differ corporation of London of no mean 
Tery wid<^y, upon great apd leading pub- or trivial accouiit-^The address of 
*']ic points«with .that great man; but of the city was to be answered^His Ma¬ 
this > am sure, that n(f one who observed jeaty was to be advised by his confi- 
r*he y hole u.,;''iy^^of his public^ Irfc can‘ dential servants to answer it—Under what 
doubt that he would reprobated, in circunistanci.s ?—In an utter ignorance of 
the strongest manlier, this unofficial com-J the earl of Chatham’s Narrative—totally 
munication—this ppsing by the rggular unacquainted with the fact, that his lord- 
established chanK|?ls of fe^ponsibility— ship had, by that Narrative (to be placed 
this secret communication to the king upofi in the hands of the king,, who was to be 
a public subject—this act of establishing a advised by the carl of Chatham to keep it 
double government—this coyrsc by^which secret,) attributed the ill success of the 
the official and confidential advisers off the Expedition to the naval department of 
Kiqg \vere»kcpt ignorant of thq fack on the service. Is it possible for imagination 
which they ^ere to advise their sovcrei^;ms> sCfggest a more opposite instance of evil 
As to the other great and illustrious p^r- ‘tflTect, arhing from evil conduct.^ Will 
son, Mr. Fox, I lived with hin^for many, not thesaAieq)^rinciplc apply loevery other 
many yuarsintlicuimosiprivatcfiiendship, measure of advice to be given to theKing, 
and the most unreserved <;bt 4 (idehce, com* in aiiy other departments of the state? 
munication, and coincidence *on„ public Can wo then for one moment hesitate lo 
subjects. 1 situll tl^erefore say no more declare that the permitting sucha practice 
ofhis opinions, than •that i ,am coidideiit would equally violate the constitution and 
that 1 h^ve not expressed orte sentiment injure the interest of ilm country ? And 
that wouldciiot porfccftly accord with his just is it a defence to say, that the noble lord 
^ and profound views of the constitutive of had been acting in his character of niill- 
*thk,pi^»niry. *• * • t^*y Commander, had approached his So- 

T there nov'remainsof thismorftenlous vereign, in that character ; that he was a 
question but one topicuntouched; and that peer and privy counsellor, and (^ad a right 
is, the evil effects in practice attending such toapproacii theKing, or thatthis right was 
a course as the delivery of thcNarrative by founded on ins appointment, being under 
the of Chath.ijm^^^ Fortunately, Sir, it the sign nianual ? 

is not necessary to travcV 4Ut o‘*tho facts 1 sincerely regret (us I have said in the 
which the transactions respecting this outset) that lord Chatham is the person 

ter afford., in order to illustrate^ lliis mis- w*bo has fallen iiKo this prcdicaincnc; 
chief. The eaH of reiurnod but wlioLver it rviglit have been, at what- 

from the isle of Walchcfei/in September, ever ieraof ouphiSiory itmight have hap- 
and,mostunaccountablccWsertiouofdiity! pcue«L ’1.should eq(.:dty reprobate it as 
the right hcfii. gent, opposite, the prime ‘unconsritufionul. it< the days “ when 
mi^nister, the secretary of state for the Marlborough conqiv red and Godolphin 
war department, lord Liverpool, as I have '^plnmicd,” had that illustrious commander, 
already said, never appear to have asSed who extended ,lhefc|oryt>f bio country, 
liim for an account of the causes of his In defence of the tlbcriie^of Europe, re- 
ill success, or of |hc state of the forced turning covered witRi1at» els, attempted lo 
which he lefl behind him. step out of the offic^wr^ornrse to approach 

however, thinks it ne- his Sovereign p*rivaiel^ntojieliver a put 
cessary to for his own dcfenc^ narrative oi’ his commahd,* 1 should bate 

and justificaWon, a Narrative of his trans-p^aid that it a viola^n of the con*'' 
actions, and conijrietcs that Narrative onltution, which could nOC^e pertnit^n ffg 
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him or man ; and that he,dike all 

others, jnuU lay down his laurels and his' 
greatness at the door of the office of the 
secretary of state, and enter there, as a 
servant of the public, to give an .account > 


stance, great constitutional principle,' 
that the king can do no wrong; but ho 
could not see how it followed from that 
firoposition, that the House ought to visit 
so severe a punishment upon lord Chat- 


of what he had done, in the dccustome<l, bam as had been proposed, on account of 
well-known, constitutional, and official the.errors which had been imputed to him. 

not stand up to vindicate lord 


channel; thereby securing all the respon¬ 
sibilities of advice, and securing the great 
attributes of the sovereign against any in¬ 
fringement ; avoiding the evils of a dou¬ 
ble govcrnt^ient, and conveying to the re¬ 
sponsible servants of the crown all the* 
facts, on which their advice may be re¬ 
quired. 

Sir, I ask no more of the earl of Chat¬ 
ham than 1 should hav9 demanded of the 
' duke of Marlborough.—At all times, 
against all persons I should have con¬ 
tended for the dgetrines which 1 have thus 
endeavoured to unfold and inculcate — 
doctrines, whiejt 1 again asseit, embrace 
the sound prirftiples of the constitution, 
not drawn from theory but from practice; 

• from the most obvious and most certain 
sources; fi»m lord Coke, .sir William 
Blackstone, and the various aulho^af!¥91^V‘ 
which they refer—from the dig^ftof lor(k 
chief baron Comyns (an inval^\i4eabridg¬ 
ment of cuiistitulional as vveTl as common 
law ; pointing^oui from undoubted au¬ 
thorities, the readiest way to sound know¬ 
ledge on all subjects of thi.s description ;) 

the examiiiathm of the history of the 
c^ntry, in its early periods, when the 
principles were cit*ur, though the form was 
not yet perfect ;«de<luced from lliencl- to 
the present time, ilirougii all the evdhifi^ 
periods of our history , confinncd, at the 
Kevolution, and handed down to the pre¬ 
sent pfriod*upiinp.iired uiitd the present 
melancholy and unfortunate insiance. 
On the most conscientious cofiviction, 
therefore, that 1 have delivered the true 
doctrine of the constitution, I led mvscU 
bound to vole in let ms of the second reso¬ 
lution : '' That the earl ChatiHiin, by 
private communication tThis Majesty, ac¬ 
companied by a desirorof secrccyj^id un- 
conslilutionaliy abuscithe privJli^crnf ac¬ 
cess to his Sovercignland thereby afford 
an ejCamplc most pe\iiciou.s in its ten-| 
dency to hig^ajvsty's lUrvice, and to the 
general'service^he stlte. 

'I he ^ner^ sanl, that while 

be admitted mosA^'flhe premises laid 
. dg^byhis hon. ^^earited friend, he* 


He did 

Chatham ; he thought that he had in some 
degree been wanting in discretion; but 
he alsB thought that that noble person's 
errors Jiad been greatly exa ggerated and 
misrepresented. In ^-hrit ^ft rti Ais error 
coiKsist ? Was i^in drawing up>tfic Narra¬ 
tive; in presenting it^or in the^'equest of" 
secrecy ? The secr^^cy appeared to have 
^ompiffhAulecI the chict^.^M^l of tiip olV 
fecire ; end yet »4^it was that secrecy ? 
^Vas there in the ndinie^fthe transactAii 
any tlyiig of thatdark it^trigue, or iiuiduous 
underhand at^fhpt to gander the party 
hV could not openly condemn } Nothing 
of it. He had presented his NaiTativc, 
accompanying it with arcque.slofs^recy ? 
but was that secrecy to be permanent? 
No,j#ut temporary. He wishet^the House 
-i"dnok at th« wiiole of the features of the 
pirajisaction. and to jfldgc from that view 
of it of i\\^^uo mimo with which it was 
done. *Thc main ingredient in his al- 
Icdged crirbintjjly was the secrecy; but if 
his inotj^e had been to attack the naval 
service, to wound it it Were behind iU - 
batk, why did Ini'sulVer so long a lapse of 
lini^ in riitt;i‘v^ne as that between hho LS^th 
of Oct. and the 15th Of Jan.? Motives of 
that*)jinii were generally immediate in 
tlioir operation; nut in *this inslaiwe * 
person il^ipposed to be influcAiccd by«3U«Sh.''* 
feelings let them lie dormant for three 
nionth'«. This was an inconsistency not 
easily to be rcconcileil withyhe opinion, 
that lord Chatha m wap inflq ppced by 8«cli 
motives. But airffm^tni motive had sug¬ 
gested itself; his laudable anxiety to 
stand well ^iih his Sovereign. •Which, 
then, of the. wquid the House 

in common clfai|t^ abide by ? As to the 
request of secrecy, he again reminded the 
[ House that it was only temptffary secrecy' 

I that Avas required ; and he would aai^ 
Vhat one object that kind of temporary"', 
seoi^cy could answer ? Could he hope' 

I*either to deceive his Sovereign or his coun-' 
try long by such an ai^ihce; and might 
he not, on the other hand, have wished' 


merely that it should be 

S^uld not equall^fbhcur with b*™ the I ^t^pf the commande^/Tbe^aval ser^ 
M^Sj^osioiis he hsnUrawn from those pre-l^ce had been also presented? But bii- 


dosious he ht 

nii^^ There AO ^is|^uimg, fur in-^lordship had of his o^vnVree motioit, made' 
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ttiat secret paper public, and that*actha<l objcctiSnable, and the hon. g?4it, bn the 
been severely ci nstired, as obtrubive upon floor Ifari allowed that his conutict was not 
the House, by a noble lord opposite. Tlie, right; but none of them seemed to be able 
step secrecy had been equally animad- to give a name to the kind of error or de- 
veriud upon, so that lord Cliaiham was ficipnc}^ of which they imagined lord 
blamed ai one lime for making public, Chatham to have been guilty. He, how- 
and at another fo- making secret, ihesatno ever, would tell them why lord Chatham** 
paper. Ho ihon£;Krtho noble bmJ treated conduct was erroneous, objectionable and 
h.irshl}', in tin- interpretation of his mo- wiwg; itwasbecauseitwasniiconslitution- 
fives, and judged of with unbending rigour; al. This was the sole term by which his con- 
he, for his paU, would, were he upon his duct could be properly described. The gen- 
oath, give the^nme voU*, which be in- -tleinen who spoke against tbit resolution 
tended upon th.u iiiglit to give. He de- could indeed find no other word applicable 
„dared in the solenmcst inanncr, that he lotlieconductof !ordChathani,antl yellhey 
did, from Die boiton .of Ills heart, acquit W'ere afraid to acknowledge that it was un- 
^lord CiiiUli.un of tJie bad motives that had( constitutional. But the hon. gent, on the 
Oceif iuipuu’d by some gentlemen flo(«r (Mr. Bankes) asked, where wa.s the 

in^ this traiisaelioii^ v^^rcmaik’d, thafa positive staiutf* that constituted this an 
gentleman had advi.seii I’harles‘Jd. U'for’irt imcon.stitiitional in'? No one, however, 
the seccct cabal; abd thatibis gciultfiiian’s had contended that iheie was any posi- 
name liappcned ?’i l>c 'iVlviple; and the tivc statute on the subject. If there had 
noble lord opposite, pt rl{}i:j5»,wished by his been any such statute in existence the 
2 eal on tills occasion, to nialfe'oinrj atone- proper definition of lord 6’hathani*s con- 


nient fAr that traii-uction. ' iiut, tfi;; fact 
that Mr. Pitt, a iiiinLsior, not chosenJlpon 
any system of ia\ouritism, had joiit^^cd 
in onice for ly yi-arf^iogelbef', was a |Trfi<H; 
that the secret innurnce wiiicu 1 m( 1 bren 
80 much I'omplauicd of, db| imfVxist. ile 
concluded by observing,., ili it ,though he 
did not :i!;oge.hcr ap|»roW.'fof tlie ci.iidu<'t 
of lord Cbathajn in this iuMance, Vve could 
not vote for resolutions ^dch aimo t ue- 
cessarily carried with thcnty^ oitsf^queiiccs 
iiighly (jeual, ^ 

^ Mr. P^nsmhy ob«crvcd, that the hon. 

. and^firned gen*.,^ opposite had talked a 

\ gffStueal about secret ijifluence, and it 
appealed as if he .thought that if lord 
i.'bathnm was acquitted ot having recourse 
to this secret influence, he was ucipiitled 


duct would have been that it was illegal, 
and that Hou.se woi9i() tlicn have carried 
tll£<,^matter before the House "of Lords by 
Tnipe?5f?Jnnent. But an act might be un- 
^oMsiltuiH^Jial, arid yet not contrary to a po¬ 
sitive nor strictly illegal. An act 

was <»uicoii3titnthjiial when contrary to the 
known principles and .s|)f/it of the consti- 
(utiori, although there vvas no express sta¬ 
tute applicable to the case: and of this 
description was the conduct of lord Ch 9 .t- 
hum. l^ord Chatham bud the right to {Ap¬ 
proach his Majesty as a peer, ns a ptivy 
counsellor, and as a cabftiet minister. Of 
/hat there could be no doubt. But he had 
no right to make use of his privilege of 
approach to liis Majesty to present a Nar¬ 
rative of his conduct a** ihefComiiraridor of 


of every lliifig. But the question before an expediiion, with a request of secrecy, 
the'Hume whether the ac' It was not the making use of his privilege 

dcscrihcd in the rcioiution^ admitted to to approach his Sovereign, but the abuse 
have been u.nnmitied, by lord Cnatliam, /if that privilege in the manner described 
was or was not uncous^tutiom!!; and whe- tliat was unconstrtuiioml. He would not 
tlier it was or was not caiculaied*to dwell ^pon ihv^ point of secret influence, 

do mischief to the publljj service? The becaiAe Uc (?id b/it think it had much to 
hon. and learned g* ut. howevi.r, hid said, do the prcVuit question. But it 

- that he did not stand up to defend bird' sbouIT b"^ borne in mind, that there were 
, Ciiaibam, nor to contend that his lo.*;i*hip two parts of the ccuduct of lord Chatham 
"had acted with perfect projuicty ; but he*^ to which the epuhet of unconstitutional 
" wished the hon. and learned gent, had tbld properly appJiedg 1st,''inif.**6scntii)g his 
ihe House in what respect lord Chatham, Narrative in the i^nue^^f a private paper, 
r in his opinion, had acted wrong, ''llte instead of a publi^dovoment; and 2nd,iti 
lor of tile Exchequer too the other hi5 having rerpM^ntdiiuthat the fact of his 
Sfghl he did not rise to defen having done so shb*jtft be kept a proif ?» n^ 

lord Ghaiham, adliiitted that he bVl secret,'’not only froii\4par1iament and tb 
acted Wrp]{g« 'Another hon* gent, ach^ public, but eA^eu from jlns own collear*^' 
fiokted that bis condu\;t was erxoneous and | —But", in order jto ret^^er this pr^ ji$ing 
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unconstitildonaU the hou. gent, the piibliG service^ and so, if ahVe# would 
floor said, that the advice must be fojiowed' he now*have condemn^ hi« conduct in 
up by some deed ; and that with any ad- the * present instance.—The hon. and 
vice given by lord Chatham, or any other learned gent, who S|>oke last, had fltated> 
in an olBcial capacity, no matter how per- however, that a person clothed .with 
iiicious (and he was surprized to hear the ho otFicial character had yet taken uiioit 
lion gent, say so,) the House had no- him to advise King Charles the second 
thing to do.) He never heard any doc- to form the Cabal, and shat this person's 
trine avowed of a more almminabie and name Wets Temple. **He recommended 
mifChievous tendency. Suppose a man to the hon. and learned gent, to look 
were to make use of his privilege of ac- 'igainjnto the history of that period, and 
cess to ihc^Kiiig, to represent the House he would find that sir William Tem- 
of Commons as a faettous and unmanage* pie ha*d not only nob adjdfj gd the forma* 
able body ol men. observing at the same lion of the Cabal, but had onlfb^contrary 
time that his Majesty had at his di'-posal advised Jus Majesty agninst it. He had 
an army fatthlul and devoted to his ser- undoubteilly a(i\i;^‘^lhe King^o form the 
Vice, and advising his ^V'l ijesty, therefore, tfommittge of privy council, which had 
to employ this army to disperse the Ctjn!- overturned the Tfiis mucb ho 

iiions, as Ciomwell did, according to the tfifiught proper t^?^y <gi this point for the 
doctiinu of thc^hon. gent, the House of 'sakefrf those, tsho hud been accustomed 
<^>!nmons had no remedy against a pro- to regard thft membry of sir William 
ceetling of tiiis sort. They ceuld do no- ^Vnipie witlf‘respect,^n account of the 
thing till thebnischief was actually dofie. many valuable qualities and eminertt vir* 
The lion. gent, said that there were nuine- lues which he possessed* But the House 
rous edi-.ion^ of th%bookof tiie constilu- wa^desired tb excuse^ihe conduct of lord 
tion Jf tie re were, he protested that the Ch^hani, though erroneous and objec* 
editinii of the hon. gent, him^e^l^''^^fc?^e,,.tip«ablef because his lordslnp had *001 
worst, he had ever hoard of: ssjrohe co$-^ acted with a maligi£;mt inientum. What 
iK’Stly recommended to thos^Who wished tlien, he Vould ask, were the motives of 
to study the contiiulioh tl^iuk for it in lord Qifitffam ? 'He did not mean, how- 
some other edition. But tlie hob. ami ever, to4*est much on that, because the 


learned gent, ovnr the way (Mr. Stephen) 
admitted, that the conduct of lord Chat- 
Ihaiii was erroneoui and ofjjectionable, 
vould lie then, with that impression, con- 
t«id, that tile House ought to pass it over, 
and do noiiiing } The learned andi hon. 
gent, had said, too, that the name^f Uie 
great lord Chatham liad been inlroductd, 
and his cunsiitutionnl views hel^ out in 
order to render the conduct of the son more 
conspicuously objectionable ; and yet the 
hon. gent, himsell had conjured the House 
to be lenient to the son fur the sake of the* 
father and brother. The impropriety Jn 
the one view was, he apprehe!ided,*at 
least as great as in the qljivr. did not 
approve of the syslo.’.l uf politics upon 
which Mr. Pitt hr.'^i M'ten a^ed^ burl 
however he might iJave diilbt#lfwmi Mu 
Pitt, he would in justice declare, tifat he 
believed in a case o\ this kind Mr. Pitt 
would h aye been tUo first to condemn 
even •his r. C/entremen would re¬ 

collect, that wlVn Md Chatham was first 
lord of the admii>l^;>Mr. Pitt, beirtg then 
minister, had n^vi^itatSd to advise the 
King to remoT|jiiim, because be did not 
do the duties <# Jit in the manner whick^ 


Pitt Xho 


question i^s|tbcled lord Chatham's acts, 
i'athei"*thati hts motives.^ But still what 
were his motives? ^as it his object to 
injure -hims&lf, and to persua<lc bis Ma¬ 
jesty that he ha<l ill <;;pnducted thS Expedi¬ 
tion Or was it to shew that lie had con* 
tbicfed it well aad prpperly ? The House 
could 4iardly doubt that tljjK latter wmrtli*:/ 
real object, and the Narrative dcfiVIfffld* 
to his Majesty in furtherance of that ob¬ 
ject, necessarily implied that the admiral 
liad failed in his duty? Bid lord 
Chatham, thcas^j^^dmhaVe*bceii 
sensible of this, do right in not deli¬ 
vering that Niirraiive to* the first lord 
pf the ad(hiQjin:^his colleague in office, 
that the •nav^^^oommand^r might be ap- 
psrized of whi^Vas urged against him ^ 
but against this argument U9i favour of the 
pu);ity of lord Chatham's motives, he would 
set the words of lord Chatham himSolfi 
{it his examination of the 22d of Febru¬ 
ary would be found the following question 
•and answer ; " Was there any other nar¬ 
rative, paper, or menfforial, or memoran¬ 
dum of any sort deliver^ to hyv Mah^ ^ 
pon this subject by yoQr.&t\l8iriaf-^ narn-' 


[it in the manner whic^'^lfCady stated that jmjs pjptf 
t bqjt ^alcnlatsd for | pared on the 15th. of\>ctoto; 


lam eery 
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ready to stalCj if it is wished, the reason natui‘e,*of the ofTenee which'he/had com- 
why I did not deliver it then: th% reason ,mitted,Biid whicli demanded the censure of 
I did not deliver it was, that 1 did. not the HSuse: and on this part of the sub¬ 
think it was tight for me to state, in fact ject he would borrow something from the 
whal^vvoutd constitute my defence in case ablg and eloquent speech of his hon. and 
of any inquiiy, whether civil or military; learned * fiicnd near him (Mr. Adam.) 
that was the reason I did not deliver it. There were two grand principles which 
1 did deliver it uu the 14tl» of February as formed the foundation of the constitution; 
my report of my pfttceedings.’**—He did the complete irresponsibility of the so- 
not then think it right to deliver his Nar* veidign, and the complete responsibility 
rative to his jMajesty when it was ^rawii of the ministers. These were the princi- 
up, as it would cniiotiiute liis defence in pies which rendered the British constitu- 
casc of inqujrvvvii'”ij«^’rniil'tary, anti only tion the rno.st perfect system Sof free go- 
deliverecTjT^ the I Mh ( f Fehruary, as veriinient. This was the true secret ofthc 
the report bf his procecdhigs, of course, administration of the government of Great 
with a viert' to the inquiry actually going Britain. Nothing could be moie directly 
on; and this he slated aftiu* he fiad iru opposed to these principles than the con- 
Vact <^eiivcrcinr*ier#>< 4 J:ie 15ih of January, duot of iord Chatham in the clandestine 
with tlie request ,lba^i, might he kof/t delivery oftliis N-urative. The hon. gent. 
sec'ret.--As to the motive of the noble lord/ on the floor said, tu.:t he could not find 
many would, perhaps, aiyl not without any where a list of the* courtesies that 
some reason, be Satisfied Uilh the vCry might be properly conferred upon a cabi- 


circumstance that secrecy was desired; 
for why should Iru'd Chatham have de.sired 

that this*(lelivery of the Narrative Should 

... . . •- 


nert minister by his Msij^r.ty. But the 
lion. gent, might find in the spirit and 
practice of the constitution, the line be- 


be kept secret, except .he was cons(^~oiis yond which no cabinet minisl^er ought to 
that he was doing something wrortg ? yjiit advice to his sovereign. A 

the House was not ijft to make this iS^qabiiier^inister,,privy counsellor, peer 


fcrence, for it appoare from lord Chat¬ 
ham’s cvi<lencc that Ut did nAt lljink it 
right to deliver to his Majesty in this way 
whatwoulil constitute liis'diJcnce in case 
of inquiry, civil or miliiary. Thbre ap^ 
peared to be something extraordinary in 
the memory of lord Chatham, bt'yond 


or any ot[H^ person, might very properly 
he allowed th' approach his Majesty if he 
pleased, and advise him to dismiss his 
ministers; hut he ought not to do this or 
give any advice on a public subject under 
the seal of secrecy ; nor refuse to makp 
himself responsible for his advice. DW 


what wafv to he found in the memory of lord Chatham communicate his piocc^.l- 

.1 C <.1. . 1 •*' . . ■ . II . KT TX' II 1 (• 


any other jjiian; for it appeared that Iviv- 
jng presented a Narrativt* of his prod tj- 
jpjgwwTii.s Majesty on the I5th of*J,!nii- 
rtquestKl to Jiavc it hack ag iin 
on the lOtii of February, in order to ex¬ 
punge a certain passage, and had deli¬ 
vered it agaiw on the I'Uhof February 
with the pas!jC.g‘^r-..-s<^..4i^.Qd; and when 


ing tp his colleagues? No. Did he deli¬ 
ver hk' Narrative through the medium of 
tife secretary of state or the commander 
in chief ? No. All was done secretly. 
VVlien he delivered it in the second time, 
he was de.iiiTd to give it to the secretary 
of state. . Why was not this done at first? 
Because, it was specially requested that 
asked on the 27th of February uhat that the transaction should be kept a profound 
passage was, Ite could not remember it! secret. Thai House had often, before the 
So that fVorn the 15th of January to the revolution, censurcA particular individuals 
lOth of February iiorccolPij'ed'p passage for cmufuct of kind. But, it was to 
which he wished to expunge; and yet jn the constitution, as^cstablished at the re- 
the interval bpiween the I-i-th and 27th of volution,^lsat w'C owSd the character of 
February, his lordship had forgot this pas- the people of this coi^litry. It was owing 
sage which had imen before so strongly 4o that cdnstitutioif^'that there was less 
impressed on his memory. This was as caballing, less scept influence, than in 
exiraurdinary os the very extraordinary any other Eurdpesjn couy^'.3^;'that even 
defence which was now set up in his lord-, in political hostility^ier^ was more open- 
ship’s behalf! ' ness and candour; character was 

ft g conte nded therefore, that the pro- not confined and public men, 

paio^rh>ft^i^thaiii was most ancon-, i but spreqd over the v^i^mass of the 
stiluUonal; .and there was no oth'er^ulation. Ip the whole the nation th^,'^ 
woi^whicb Wild ^kecisely express the j \/as morf opfent^ess aod^obityi 
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secret intrigue and duplicity than in any j 
other European nation and this wef owed 
to the constitution. How happened it 
that, in other nations, there were so many 
secret cabals, and combinations •of men 
smiling in your face, while stabbing one 
behind ? It was owing to their want of the 
advantages of our inestimable constitution, 
the tendency of which was to render 
every thing in the shape of a public trans¬ 
action fair and open, and which (till late¬ 
ly at least^ had in a great measure that# 
desirable elFect. But what would be the 
consequence of such a proceeding as this 
was to be passed over without notice ? In¬ 
stead if that candid apd open frankness 
which distinguished the higher as well as 
the lower classes of the community, we 
would sink to that degraded character 
W'hich had beeii^he ruin of so many na¬ 
tions of Europe; and now he must call 
upon the House*to preserve that constitu¬ 
tion, inviolate, n-om which they derived so 
many blessings, and not act like the silly 
stupid Indian vvho ftirew away a pearl 
richer than Jll his tribe. 

Mr. Canning said, he had not apqj^acliecF 
the House on this occasion wit'.out hav- 
ing searched his own mind £»i an excuse 
from voting on the present question^ but 
after all tliat ha<!^been shewn to the House, 
he found it w'as impossible, and equally 
so, that he could give even the vote he 
iiMnded to do, without, at the same time, 
oiliriiig his reasous for so doing. He 
should put out of view many of the topics 
which Ixad been *biought forward the 
discussion of this question. lie must be^ 
leave to acquit the noble lord of dny of 
those motifs of malignity which had 
been so lavisMy attributed to him. lie 
could not think, that any man, gifted with 
such abilities, and enjoying tho splendour 
of such a name, would be guided or influ¬ 
enced by such base and unworthy incited 
nicnts. Highly, however, as he ^lought 
of his name and talents, h:''*couUI not con¬ 
sent that the House sh juJiF make him a 
splendid anomaly to^the cha4*^Jer .and 
practice of the con^ itution. He ki>ew 
the vq(e he should [iwe would be but 
coolly received by the hon. gent, who 
brought, forwtt.rd the nijoticm, because it 
turned on so na^ow principle, when 
compared with the^iir "^and object of the 
hon, gent, himself. T'Che boa. gent., how- J 
v.aBMif might rest that he could not ] 

*>^eive it with indiffereiicS than he 




should have ever come before the Hodse • 
because, as had been eloquently expre^j' 
l>y the right hon. geni. who spoke last. It 
I was destructive of that bright responsibi¬ 
lity in ministers, which formed one of tho 
finest features of the British constitution, 
lie* regretted it, because«it must be disad¬ 
vantageous to the noMe lord in the investi¬ 
gation yet to take place, as to his col¬ 
leagues and himself—'t'he first resolution 
detailed fairly and candidly the transac¬ 
tions as they took plape^^.e>s^ond re¬ 
solution characterised the ii?Sfe lord’s 
conduct, on wAich he should have a few 
words to say ; but tjiore was alhird point 
^f such consequence, that the House coult^ 
not look*ver it, and ’vMtn weighed "Very 
mjich on his mind^ He^hould, therefojie, 
expeU to be informed, before he voted for 
it, ho\V far this second*resolution was in- 
tt^nded to be fallowed tTp? If it was in¬ 
tended that the House should adopt* any 
such violent and rigorous measures, in con¬ 
sequence of the noble lord’s condTuct, as 
an ^dress for the-removal of^the noble 
lord/fiomf his Majesty's councils, and*to 
JijiiA|ualify hAn from^vev being restored 
to Them, thhn most certainly he would not 
vote fot; it, * On the other hand, said he, 
shall this tj'ansaution be followed by'a re¬ 
solution of^piArliTiment, to take no notice 
of* it ? tShch a proceeding •he should al¬ 
most as much deprq,cate as the otberi 
The previous question, in such a matter, 
wa^what the House, ought nqt*by any 
meays to countenance. It was highlv 
impoi^ant to lorck Chatham that itii^iould * 
not take place, because it \youId deprjv.^ . 
him of the means of jihewing what degree 
of blame only was attachable to him. In¬ 
stead of endeavouring to check this by a 
previous question, it v\'ould*be better io^ 
have made an a medium 

nature.—The* first resolution would have 
been better, in his opLnion,*if i^had not 
been mixed*wk^ evidence: he should 
have liked,it without'it, but still |i0 

didpiot think thi»,forni of it unfair. H^ 
t certainly was not prepared to^othe length 
"of th§ second resolution* In objecting (o 
^t, he was not, how'ever, prepared to sub- 
^poruthe doctrine of his hon. friend (Rlr. 
.Bankes) that* the transaction was not un* 
constitutional. With respect to the con¬ 
stitution generally, he sAould be content 
with that, which was to ly; fou'n<^ 

it in^tfOiT^mos, and 
onc^ bq^ he could 


Was« 


pmise bestowed on 
^ Me tensure in bad 

.) gave ijfkith reluctance. He jfnot vote without knowNg to what length 
y Siis b^'^ness'r>f Narrative j they meant Jto follow the vote up; for 
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mmt Periods n^chiefs. Ad to the senti¬ 
ment which had this night been delivered 
by an hmi. gent. (Mr. Bankes) that a 
cabinet council was a thing unknown to 
the constitution, he must say, that td- 
though it was a doctriue he had *I)eard 
before, it appeared to bun to be giving up 
the substance of the cvinsiilmion for the 
shadow. When the hon. gent, himself 
gave his support to an administration, tie 
knew that the responsihilitv of the inea- 


sir R,*Strachan ; but, though he allowed 
it was highly improper, he could rtot^ 
agree*that it was uhconstiiui'KJii.d. He 
sasv no reason for concluding that the se¬ 
crecy was to be iiithiiuitc, nor did.hd 
think (ho paper contained a charge against 
an)' pfisi n, unless as far as an atJenipt to 
exonerateliinistif, on the )«il<>f the noble 
lord, :uiglit*hi'. supposeiT*to imply blame 
in otiicn*. As to the propoMtioii of the 
rigln gent, opposite, it did not ap- 


sures of the admiiustiiitioii lay principally pear to he paitieularly lenient. All who 
with tlic nieinh(Ms> of the c*l>ntt; and •Iiad aliV*idy spoken j»p^.tvlhe subject, 

seemed to have over-looked lliejffest. ex¬ 
cuse that couUl Tn* oilered for the noble 
lord in not Loinmuiii«^iAing the Tilarraiive 
lf> ills voyeagues, in ihe first instance* 
The exciihO ought to have been, that, fPont* 
the situation of the ^ovr^ nment at hom^, 
fte did*iiot know wlio liis colleagues were, 
and unJer that»impre.?.^ion, went 4o (ho 
fiAiiitain licad.* lie would vote, however, 
for the niolion of his hon. friend. 

'IJiO Chancellor of the • Exchcmicr cx- 
'ics'ii.d* yreat Stirnrizc at the rondliision 


C'.erybody knew that (lie liidit hoii. the 
Chaiueilor of the j^lxciaqmr was in a 
nidch degree responsible for the 

niv'r * of gowrniiienp than the gcm> 

• raL.y of pri\y eounseiiors. This was’a 
li'.pojisibi.hy whuli was perfetliy under- 
atoiul, and vvlilei^ he was eon'mted, th»i 
members of the cabiner would not shrink 
from. Ii appeared in t!ic case under dis¬ 
cussion, that oo*ri(L* 15th of January, loid 
Chalbam had tleliverod in iiis 2\arraave 
•to the King, not as c^'^nmiuiuer in chief of 
the Kxpe(lili«;ii (o Walchercn, but in the i cf tbji'rigl^t hon. gciit.’s spetch^as hisar- 
capacity of a peer and privy coun'^-rlf.-v* J guv^fnls weni ail oil one si<ie, and t!\di 
and that ho did in that •capacity*a'iviao#| •vole that ho said lio*would give was on 
his Majesty to keep it .secret. sA conse- the other. was most surprizing t6 find 
quence that did result frunf’tliis advice him rctwiY by his’votc to record a cen'^^ure 


1 


ewiy by 

on the Jixanal# against lord Chatham, 
whom, thotvholc ienour of his speech, 
he appP.irt.J to be dcfetuliag. As to (hb 
secrecy unpuK d to th^‘*noblo eail, he wa.s 


efore them, | convinced tiial publicity and not secrecy 
eviecily' sa- ' vv; s hi.> object when he. g ive in^tlTat Kar- 
;iiii>'.ent*the ’ valiic'. In wiiiing liutl Narrat’vo, it was 


was, that tlie oiier minister.s of his •Ma¬ 
jesty knew nothing of this Narrative, and 
his Majesty was sulvisetl to state in the 
speech to his parliament, that he had di- 
Jevted papers to be laiil bef 
v^l^'h he trusted would he }iei 
liftfaciory. Nuw^ however inno 
intcnluMi of the noble lord noglit iTo in ' uii*iucsf*ou.^)dy Ias inuifiiion to m^ke it 
presenting this Narrative, and giving ih! : public t.l ^oujC period; aJJinugh Irdm 
advice to his Majesty to keep ii secret, . suinc parlij alar circurtisianres at (he exist- 
yet it was not to be supposed tiiatU'C rest ; i*»g nicmei'r, la* vijshcd it for a rliort time 
of his Majesty’s niinis-crs wuuld ii..\c ail- , to be kept a secre.. 'I'liis j\<*nai.ive u'as, 
vised such a s[)eec*b to i)e made to parli.i- ‘ imditiiLiLetilv, wrltici us his ^alemcnt and 
ment, if they had uecn aware of th.!l cir- *clofvine. It h.ul Appv u.it!if*Lb niany^en- 
CUmstaiice. He never did uadeistHiul ihp , t'iemen who iiad .spoUi-n. tint the offence 
paper as meaning to tiirow bianie upoA i was uninttiitioji'.d and vnrht. B* co, the 
the nnv 
keep- 
denti 

to have been lufornicd ol. he - v/ouid imply tin', the olfcnf^ was of a na- 

agreed with the right hon. gent. bc?Iow j tiii.'vso slight, a^ not 'o cal! for a serious 
him ("jMr. Canning) that die most inode-^| judgment. A light bon, gent. (Mr. (?an- 
rate c.xpresshifi «if U'C .cn-Jp of the flouss i uy.^) had con‘-iclc!*ed t!iat a question of this 
would tie best s'.’iied If' the pn sent occa- ^ nature, hanging undeculed over the head 
sion, ye*, in ilie li.-,ciiari:e of a Cfinstitn- ot* lord ChaLhaio, might tend greatly to 
tionddovv, ho co*'id not avoid voting in prejudice the general inT|uiry. It appeared 
^fiiv.oiir Ol ’ho first '..s<4uiiori. • to him, however, ihat if ^^is ques*mn was 

' Mr. /f W/i.'Wi/.’.ought (lie ^oiiduct of decided by a vote of rensur?i.,^th3r. would 
noble lord hvroiig toivavd^ iiis col- cto a*great deal more <0 prcjqflice the no- 
le^j^'i‘*s in office* bad stiJI soioward^'^ fifp lf>‘d upon the -in^iry, than the leav* 
Yoi. xvj, ^ ^ 


;r as meaiiiiig to virow blaiiit* upoA : was umnttiiiiMi'.i; and vi iriiT. u tne 
i.Tvy ; and ho only obye-rtoJ «o it, is j j' 4 'tico of miglit bo as well satis- 

ling back fiom h.s'Ai/j».'^t^''s.cunri- i ilcd witb(*'it hu* a judgment, and 

lal SCI a niat-cr <liat t'n.y c’.ghc , byi»ii(lo|;ting iiii»,i*Mevions quo ,Hon, which 
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ing it undetermined by agreeing %o the 
previous question, would prejudice the rest, 
of his colleagues. His odicial character 
and honour would certainly be deeply a/- 
icetjed by a vote of censure on the present 
occasion. He by no means considered 
the present as a case of crime, but as a ve¬ 
nial error, from^which no practical incon¬ 
venience had occyrred. If lord Chatham 
had merely delivered his Narrative to the 
king without requesting secrecy, he would 
contend, that there was noiiiing in it which 
was in the,Icaj^bUgrce illegal or unconsti-« 
tutionah "We, however, did conceive, that 
it was unconstitutional to*make this direct 
communication With the charge of .secrecy. 
He did not .see thaf otherwiso there wa# 
thing improper in his direct commu¬ 
nication with bis Although^ie 

Was directed by nis instructions togcorre* 
spond^through the«?ecrelvy state when 
kc was abroad, ^ct when* he returned io 
England, those instructions could certainly 
not interfere that access to his ma¬ 
jesty io which lie wa.s cnlklcd sli^ix (^ecr 
and privy counsellor. , If the contents of 
the Narr.afiv'c had been coinnn^iicawd to 
his Majesty in a verbal conversation, no-# 
body could have said that ii wfcs im[>ro^)er j 
or unconstitutional. The onTV thing tlmt ' 
appeared to him to leail b* in('^)nvcnicn<.e 
was, that a rahinet miaistca-em|doyed a; 
a general, nutted in hinisell tfm ,'?lkiiatimis 
of master and servant, ami al»erw,irds,wl^cn 
he approached the Sovereign ami preseulwl 
shis Narrative, he njjpeared i« unite biso 
the opposite characicr.s of judge and p/tity. 

^ He could not, hovcver, pgree, that nb prr- 
son wCuld be rospbnsitde for thq nilvicc 
in this* inanniu' by lord Chatham. 
Although the minister n ho signed any im 
strmnent was primarily responsible, jet 
he was always ready to allow, tliat ever^ 
wlio^k&a<>>;t.’iV'il or consented to* 
any act was also rtspoii?»ihlc. for it lo the 
public. He conceived, that all those who 
did not* think any farthQr ^proceeding 
should be intituled if itl^e Kcsolatiohb 
were carried, should vole^lfor the pievipus 
question 

Mr. Whithxad rose to reply. Tie ob¬ 
served, that lord Chatham hed been ar¬ 
raigned by him tor unconstitutional gon- 
dueb and had not found asingledefcndt:r*in 
the House. Those whospoke most stiongly 
in his favour admitted, that his conduct 
was erroneous; hut they would not allow 
'that it waa Unconstitutional. As for 
keeping the questjun undetermined* 

voting for *the * i^revious qucstioib he 


thought the House and the country ought 
not to be so kept in suspence. -Ministero 
appeared to wish for the shabby shelter 
of the previous question, and were content 
stjll to appear the disjointed ministers of a 
disjointed cabinet, which had too long 
misgoverned the country. Some hou. 
gentlemen had said, that they could not 
vote for tliese Resolutions, unless it waa 
intended to follow them up. He had ex¬ 
pressly told the House, that if they were 
carried, he should have another Resolution 
to submit to its consideration? There was 
another hoii. gent. (Mr. Rankes) whom 
he had heard this night with amazement, 
and he believed tlie House participated in 
the feeling. He had supposed that no 
gtfiitleman’s lition of the constitution 
was more correct 'h^u his; but for the 
future he must consign that hon. gent, to 
the same class of guardians of the cousii- 
tutioii, as exhibited themselves in such 
abundance on the other sfde of the House. 

It was said however by the gentlemen on 
the other side, that publicity w'as the no¬ 
ble lord's object, and tliat, he was de¬ 
termined that an inquiry should take 
^place’*** This determination could not, 
Itowcveg ^e coliccttid from the answer 
lo the city of London. When lord Chaf- 
liaimsaid in his eviden^, that he had 
no copy ol tlic narrative he first sent 
in to the King, he hoped ihathc did not be- 
I'cvc, at that time, that he had the origi¬ 
nal itself in his possession. If having die 
original, he answered*in such a mangier, 
it v^ould be more against the character of 
ijie itoble lord than even the unconstitu¬ 
tional act of which he complained. If that 
piocec'ding was intended to influence his 
Majesty, and that influence Trained un- 
diminished, he called upon*the House to 
record the fact on their journals. For his 
I part, he considered, the whole proceeding 
' of such a nature-—he thought the conduct 
df lord Chatham^ so extraordinary—so 
hostile^to the genius and spirit of the con¬ 
stitution, that iuV)rder to mark his sense of 
it, he would prqpo&e to carry these reso- 
[ lutiu^is to^he foot of the throne, but wdth- 
> out*any unusual form or ceremony, leaving 
it to his' Majesty to act thereon ^as he 
'might think best. But jf be was not able 
to eflect that, lie trusted ,tbat at least he 
should succeed in bO recording the proceed- 
ing^ as to prevent a possibility of the re- 
j urrcuce of tfic qilcncc. An hon. and 
learned Member (Mr, Stephen) on TR8 
opposite *l^ench, had* ^endeavoured to 
i^assimila.te the conduct of himself 
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lim friends to that of theO. P/s<; but 
die O. P/s' had the lavrs on their ^ide; 
so had he and his friends, and he trusted 
they would carry the question. The hon. 
member had great suavity of ma^ners^ a 
brilliant imagination, and great power of 
argument; but yet instead of applying 
these to the substance of the question, and 
endeavouring to exculpate lord Chatham^ 
they were employed to shew that tbis 
motion had less fur its object the censure 
of lord Chatham than the removal of mi¬ 
nisters. Hi? continued cry was " you 
want to get them out; you want to get 
them out;’^ why so he did, but he found 
it impossible. Repeatedly as they were 
knocked down still thc^ got up again. 

• He could kill a man, but he could not kill 
this phantom of an administration. The 
right hon. the Chajicellorofthe Exchequer 
brought to his recollection a scene in a 
Neapolitan puppet shew, where a duel 
takes place between Punch and his anta¬ 
gonist. Poor Punch is run through and 
•through the body. I^is friend comes, and 
with great signs of grief, applies his mouth 
to his car, and asks Jiim, ** son e mf^rte/* 
on which the latter springs up anti cries ^ 

' Bah.” So with the right hop. gent, on 
the other side, notwithstanding the repeat¬ 
ed defeats he sustained during*the 
session, at the very moment that you ex¬ 
pect to hear nothing more of him, up 
jumps the little fellow, and says, " I am 
ulive.”—Ixrd Chatham, in one part of his 
exaipmation, had seated that the Narra¬ 
tive was transmitted to hisMaJesty tom<‘et 
the Narrative of sir R. Strachan ; and*yct« 
in answer to a question afterwards fiut to* 
him, he admitted it was within his know¬ 
ledge that ihUt gallant oflicer had presented 
no Narrative. *There were other incon¬ 
sistencies which it was not now necessary 
fur him to dw'ell on, as they had been so 
clearly pointed out by his right hon. 
friend (Mr. Ponsonby.) yVhen, therefore, 
he saw the noble lord give sqch inc^sist- 
enttestimony (which, if givei^witbou^that 
bar, instead of inside of <t, the House 
would be bound to take notice oT«it} testi¬ 
mony that they would not have passed 
over in •any of the persons that appeared 
at their bar last y^ir, was he not justified 
ill calling on the House to n*ssert its own 
dignity, and to mark its sense of those 
shuffling and unconstitutional proceed¬ 
ings ? Much had been said bf the purity 
ot lord Chatham's intentions. With that 
the Flouse had nothing to do ; tliey were 
lo form their decisions oi\ly froiu tho facts 


t 1910. — adjourned Debate, [IT 

before them.—He had been condemned 
for the contrast he endeavoured to draw 
betiA^en the conduct of the late earl of 
Chatham and the preseht. He was asked* 
will you be so inhuman as to tcai* the 
stones from the monument of the father to 
bruise .the head of the son ? He could ap¬ 
peal to those who l^ad 'opportunities of 
judging of his habits and feelings, whe¬ 
ther in private life he was capable of 
violating any of those social aflections that 
hound man to man. But there he was not 
his own master; he wlttfld 'diu<(h 3 rge his 
duty as an hones| and indep6ndam servant 
of the people, and hold up the gtroud, no¬ 
ble, and constitutionalVonduct of William 
darl ofOhatham, as a glaring contrast witli»> 
th^ suspicious, clandestine, and unconstitu- 
tionkl conduct of J.dm earl of Chatham. 
He wobld ni'aintain, that the right bon. 
gent, had not ^swered^one of hif argu- 
mbnts, and it was to him an auspi(;ioQS 
omen that he should carry the question. 
He pould assure the HoiiSe, that he did 
not a$t a spirit of vengeance, but ia 
the spirit arepre.^entative of the people. 
Advocates of^lurd Chatham,'there were 
Aone ; but stood there the advocate of 
milHons of *Jie people of England, who 
insisted on the prihciple of responsibility, 
and who wished^ to make ministers or 
others apswerably for whatever advice 
the'y shduldgive the Sovereign, He must 
agasn repeat, that halrustcd the House 
wou|^ not suffer the right hon. gent to 
take refuge under the-shabby shelter of 
the previous question, and give the coun¬ 
try «n opportunitj^of sKj^ng, (hat parlia¬ 
ment daiVd nut Jo its duty. , Should th*; 
first resolution be canicd, it would then 
be time fur the House tu consider whe¬ 
ther they would adopt the amendment of 
the right hon. gentleman. ^ , 

"General Lojt iihiiicated* the conduct 
of lord Chatham, and assured the Houre 
the noble lord had expresseef to him his 
readiness tu corfc l.aek and answer to any 
puiiits ill hi9evWen(e that were supposed 
to want expianatiMi. 

• General (Trosvenor maintained, that lord 
Chaihgin ua'^ perfectly justiflalde in pre- 
^-ntiiig the Narrative to his Majesty, which 
was, merely a Mmple reciial of the mili¬ 
tary operation in which he was employed, 
and did not contain a single word of ad¬ 
vice from beginning to end. He under- 
■stood that sir K. Sirachan hesi been desired 
to«prepare and transmit his Narrative 
euny 1b October, Wh?ui dord* Chatham 
bame home, at, the end Of September, he 
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fount! the whole country,men, women#and fiom tlis honourable friend on a formei' 
cliildreii, inOaniod against him.* What night, he could collect that some op- 
did he do ? ^Vi<y, lie wrote a history of po;iition wa.s intended to his motion j 
his conduct, and presented it to his Ma» before, tlierefore, he proceeded to any 
jesty*; not for the purpose of throwing ob^ervadons dn support of it, l»e begged 
any blame on llic navy, but to convince to remind the House of the manner in 
his Sovereign that he was not dc'crviug which i*. had disposed ot a .similar motion 
of the public indignation and the cubi-uny on the lOib of August, 1B07. He there- 


that was so profus*dy heaped opon him. 

A.s to the inconsistencies in the noble 
lord’s evidence, he had hoped that Jic iiad 
saiisiicd tiichon. uiemher In llirconversa¬ 
tion beheld \vi4^thim at the bdi, tlim 
them w{v?*’Tu»i!iIiij toutr.ulicioiy i-.i Ills 
answer, lli. hodsli.^j gaVe hi» cvidcacc 
one cf t]»»'da» s, liv-, c'uld not rcrt llett 
s\{ii(‘!i. lioiicr the .5i*!ajvcnt5iu;c ship, until six we* 

Miiv/i. Ho \\a;> t.'ligucd hv tlie len;*vhol’ scs'ion tif P.-.-'lian’ 


moved, that the Resolution of that date 
i.hiJ'.ild be i<‘ad.—The Resolution was then 
read by the cleik, as it was recorded to 
have p^issf-d 77em. am. “ 'I'hat an humble 
Addre .^s be preserned to his Mejesty, pray* 
i'lg tliar he would be graciously pleased 
luu t<v ^^rant any place.s in rever.sion, or to 
two or more persons with rigli' of survivor- 

we*l<s after the then next 
liamrnt’’ The resolution 


;,-oifi Mr{ 
Mr. Banks, 


it : in uwt lie wa »ip*ite done up. 

Alkr .‘‘CVoiMi (\pl:ijr.Kions iVo 
NV h i d )#•<' u a, i r. Vbu • n i i# u:, 

nuvl otluTs. t!»c (’i.iiiac- 

ous For the (ji'c-.iiap, s«rangeis were (.r- 
deied to witiuiisiw, i.ud a dirislmi look 
place ** oti lijc previous^ :— 

r’orit 13S. Against It >J‘JI . iMrd<‘iiiv .‘^S. 
Stfangers w. r*- la < s.ruTVinrds cdimtied ; 
but v\e uMder«i«ni<l ]V*Ir. Whitlircaul’s jirsU 
rosolu* ion V .u » iirric<l, in(i lu* waved the se- 
cond. Mr. (.’aiinmg tlicn propJV'ed the 
aineii’lmeiU nnuitiontd inid^ speech ; and 
Mr. WliidiieiKl seconded if, , 

ISIr. Whiibread next moved, T-iiat tno 


ho had to propose hi this instiinro was pre- 
cisel}' tlic same with which liad been 
r( ad Ironi the .lonrnals; and he should 
leave it to his right hon, frie.nd, and to 
lhi>se gentlemen who supp 'iti d or agreed 
to the foniier resolution, to shew what dis- 
lihciion tiierc was between it and ihc 
resolution now proposcvl. A tiOmmiitec of 
Xhat Ib'use had been oppoiiitrd to exa- 
.miiie tlie Lnrd’.vlouriial.^ for any proceed¬ 
ing resj^ecti'ig ti bill for preventing the 
granting pfnes in rcversum, l.itely M tif up 
fioir? tliat House. ’I’hc (humuitiec had 
perl, ruled that dmy, hut found no trace 
f any prorei-dingN opiui the .{i toiiats of 


Alajesly^s nie.l iionourahle i'» ivy council ; I proci 'id.ng> with re..'jrecf In hilii. 
upon whi/‘h “oniL* tneinliers ('\i 1 ii»neib“ T*y 1 veiling ile'gianiiiig ol'placis i 


Resolutions agieedtob.’lasil hethre his \la- i the Hoinc td'Lords upon ilu- '’.ebjeet <4 ic- 
by su( h mcnilur® a-- weie of lii^ | verNitins. There ap(ieare.|, i‘.d'.ed, two 

lor pic- 
in nver- 

• the whole IIounv.” e'llus prnphsimoi sjor*—one, tie bl l 1 :tely scot up iVoiii 
called up iMr. W'ilheidnice and 'U'. lb R i- ^^|lt llou '; ; the other, a bill vUiich had 
lhii!'.>t, imth of wliMU conctivsed in the , been intwaluced into tlie IWiOsj. ot Lords, 
s\i'*h that nothing oi heal or ^ f r-,ore.di‘ / ’ and was pj< ci .elv the r.oiie as'abdl wUivdi 
should appear upon the proce edings of ■ had passed that ilnii'.c vii a'former session 
the House,* The main object hud been : vvii.li(mka dissenting vtrito. Roth these 
obtained bv^W'Oordirig' i‘n the Journah, | billo had, as a[»pi are:J, been negatived oa 

ih^i scLOiul rtTi'hng ; hut the (’omrnittee 
cotiUl discoverr.p isa'T. o i their .loiimah* 
of greuruis upon wlncli l!ic House of 
L<»rd5 wtjs in^ljctd nott<>p«ibs either. This 
led the Committee to con.nder what could 


the sense the House eiiierfamcd of th.o 
transaction irt aconsMtutumal point of view, 
ami procredin;; any furtlipr \v1m!<l not ^be 
for the dignity of the Ilhuse.-rMr. Wli.l- 
bread comcided in thf*/prnp»icty cfttiiis 


ob-ervntion,anddeclarcd liirn'c!i }ierfccily.. have hc^it the rr ase.ns which mtbu-nced 
s.aivficd in having c lined tlie coystitu- the <ieci>ion of the House of Lords, but ill 
tional question, which was all he had sadoingitbej were left altogethento con- 
Iwart. He .‘jIiouUI therefore chceiRiJiy,* jeeturo, !l occurred U'hiui that it might 
with the pernii-^ioiiof the HoVo,wj'.hdrav» have entered* into the head of some acute 


hij motion ; which he did accoidingly.. 


HOUSE OF (.OiWMONS. 
'fucsi'di/, il/arc/iO. 


and cavilling special pleader, that it was 
a i?olid objection to the bill, that it w'as to 
rrnds?r perpetual a bill for suspendin g the 
power, of granting places in reversion, 


[OvFicv^ IN Ry^i:iisk)N,] Mr. ^haftKos Though w could not perceive thedistinc- 
rose and said, tUiA from what had fallen' lion, -yet ’there , might be persona who 
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vere fond of perplexity, p.nd dcaltYn difU- 
cuitiesi whose minds were not only capa¬ 
ble of conceiving, biuof raaintainiifg such 
an absurd and incoinprcliensible quibble. 
To him ilappearcd, thatjf the act forjrcu- 
Uering pcrpotual ihc suspciullij^r.rt hed 
passed, it would liave hcjn iiiipossihh’ tor 
the praoiice to have been rei:tcu*cd. Tliat, -ic- 
cordingto any sound 
would have been the o|-.vr"'ti*5n()r vl' '; 
wire, Could anv iiiHu po^dbly su )pO'- :.h \t 
the bill would not h'i\\' bc«.n vt p' r} «ir.« il 
prohibitory measurer Ai l‘.ait, u!;-* 
ojiposed the principle coui l ;*r; 

;i contrary cpini >ii; if t!t ?y I’ud 

any impn-v'xiori upon ill; sabjee*',ov'^t 
he that (licy were it \vo':'d f 

accomplish its oiiject. iio b.il v/iix'li 
had })v<Mi sent up IV'-rn that Ihoiss, I*.‘d 
had, he was happy to say, the assent a*; ! 
r>up[)nr‘. of the t^p^'Sikor, and was .•‘ded 
and tiaiiiod in tli'^ same inamier as all hills 
for rviidcring^^iispcnding acts ]>cr[n »uah 
of winch tlu iT h ul hetn tuo srnkhig in¬ 
stances during la^t session. He wi hul, 
lio’.vcver, l^tirly to ^Tatc to ilio IIou^c, llr 1, 
if not h*r the pocniiar circnnistancts of 
the ciiM’. Ii'-’ should nevyr have a-Sx iitrd^^^ 
thr l)t!i ot IiiU.S, framed as it had butn. 
ilv h id cntcrtviim d h-ipus !l.at llio spirit of 
Cou< iiiatM>ri '.iriMlcsiMl bv the II(#usc of 
Coiiunons, voulil have g.vcn an opportu- 
ri'lv for ihc absurd and inifouudoij appie- 
h( '’.''onr. v/hich o^i^icd ols.whvre on tlii*> 
sobi'ci, {. 'u!:uJf. h'uding, how”Vor, 
th‘ conln-.iV lo If * ’.he ca''=*,'U\d tli»! theio 
a (l(tv’raoned iuiii-”iple lo^rosisi 
«^^vly nifaso:o dc'^o.iod to pit VQnt the 
giimccf i’e''.nNn>n<; iiookn- ih’»i ilu re »ms 
no chance ibat a hill fo*- that ohjt*! t wc-ahl 
pas> i!io*{»ihcv Uou'-’, a«'p..,ii< ii to him 

th<il tiio on^- constiluiion.’.i couiso whu'U 
remained, was to vote an .i d ■e*-;s to iiss 
!M;i,epy, as m tiie veav Ib^?, and ihcii U* 
b.i.ig in a bill for carrying the prunuplt 
info fIJect. It mi’ht be sani tlial *he 
prcJLMt motion wrs not brought luiward 
at the close of a session .as the^iermer was, 
and that, therefore, th^re uenhf be full 
liun* to bring in a hdi, as that yl 

1JS08. ]?ut tmder all the circum.slartccs of 
the •case, he tnought the proceeding 
address the proper couisc; and il would 
be Jor ilie riglu hoii. gent, opposite to ex¬ 
plain the g.ounds of opposition to that 
course, which ihev had approMul of^iii the 
former case I’lip Jionj^ gendeiinn con¬ 
cluded by moving, .m hptr.hle Ad¬ 
dress be presented to Ins prayir.^''^ 

that he would be graciously'plciivd act t j 
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grapt any office in reversion or to two or 
niore persons with benefit of survivorship, 
until six weeks after the commencement 
^of the next session of parliament.” 

Ml’. Secretary Rydrr, as one of those to 
whom his hnn. friend had made his ap« 
peal, felt it his duty to st.ile the ground of 
his opposition to the resqjutioii. The lion. 

had said that this nioiion was tho 
aain-' ;ui lhat which had passcil iiem. con. 
in lugujt 1807. But if his recolh^ctiou 
was i*ight, tlial addro'is of IH07 bad been 
voic'd? aUcr ihe r:'jerij,(^ in the Lords of a 
bid v.hicli passed ihut lloU'e f»Jr the un- 
I'lnifed reitricftoii of the granrtng pl.ices m 
y.M.,»-sion. ^J'his had^thcri;fore,«hecn taken 
ibr ihc (Mirp^e'e (if Jiving (lll’cl to the pria* 
ciplu ujUh'i winch that llon^c Jiad a^reefj.* 
>b3 IMt thin an ob)rcii(jn to the mode of 
1 * r..t’^cdiii;; by Ad hv.S'*; and tlie <Tiily 
r.^'.'-'on tiia! (i{p'rated* in Ins rinn^ in not 
.opposing it *\as, thaMiw.’s ui the time 
iliv only pructi -ahl** mode (*f preventing 
the granting of plates iji rcv« rsion. But 
the fact now? Was •this Iho 
cl(f'e of tfie sesstpn ? Was there no oilier 
mode ol*acco.uph.shiiig the i^Jtlrct lliohoii. 
•ient. had ift view ?*Tlu v b.id every rca- 
son to l)e4u VC, Iroin wiiat was known of 
St iiiiin-'nt.f expressed in anoilier place, 
tli.ii, if they s(joul'l pass a limiied bill, it 
wf.idd meet *h(? foncnirencc of the olh» r 
•Ilon^ ? fliK h ;i bill would answer the cuvl 
of tin. ln)M. gern. as.t necui.»liy as an Ad- 
dr; ^s; amt, unU ss Ris hon. b lend should 
sifite more satisfacbJiy giounds his pro- 
pos.liun, he should prefer ihe*^pro< eedin'* 
by •bill. It w^w a jujincipie nnlver.sally 
aduiii^cd, that ti.at llou'^o .should be vciy' 
lautiou.s of logidaung fof the country a! 
large, exeept in c.vses of absolute neccs- 
s Sy. lie couhl refer h;r an ilinstiaiion of 
, Ihij t'riiicijde to viie long farliament, and 
I the talaoihics entailc'd Aiion the t^mntry 
by its aUvmpt to Ifaislalo for the mo- 
inrehy mpon its own «udioiiiy. He 
hoped, t«c)k*J<)ie, ihiit his fion. friend 
would tU)t f^i’eis his tnojion; at least, not 
uiitil he iln^uh^-try tho experiment ol a 
bii;, and hnd, that this wpiild be ihe only 
practicaidc mode of .ittaiinng his object. 
But if his hon. fnend sijou'd not withdraw 
lys piojiasitioji, in order to give an oppor- 
*tniMtv to bring in a full, he trusted that 
the Heine would decide against it. 

J.oi(i /I thouglit, that some 

uiiior-tUiate iatality liuii^ over every mea¬ 
sure iutfoduced for the jiurpose of res,r!Ct- 
iiTg i!*c granting uf place-' in le^i-rsion. 
Ti, {)c with tijtmsekes, and, if 
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actuated by any desire to promote the in* 
terests of the country, ministers were 
bound to give effect to those measures, of 
economy recommended in the speech 
from the throne the first session after they 
came into power. But, when he consi¬ 
dered their conduct liitlierto, he could see 
no ground for reliance upon them for arty 
such measures. He < wus sure that the 
House of Commons was not in the slight- 
jest degree disposed to any improper at¬ 
tempt to legislate for the couutiy at large. 
If this qucsliyii be got rid of‘by a 

division, would be impossible tint the 
countiy shoOld not co?icciv<. an iinlhvour- 
able opinion of the oi';ect.‘- of that House, 
and of the sincerity oi’* his Miijes^*s ini- 
respecting mcasurea of crononiy. 
There was one reason, indeed, vvhicli macU: 
it idiperativc upon them to carry int^ ef¬ 
fect the^ principle uf this^ proposition ; 
namely, tiuit the great, elTicicnt, and per¬ 
manent obstacle to all plans of economy, 
in any of the pujjlie depnrtinents, arose 
from the*exist(‘nce of grants .of oflittcs rn 
reversion. Though the prevention of su*ch 
grants miglu*n^it in itself be a ver^ mate¬ 
rial reform, it would be an ellifctiial step 
to that object which ’\he Jlou>«. Iiad in 
view, and which was distinctly iVcognized 
in resolutions then before tjieiii, founded 
on the third report of the* Committee of 
Finance, n 

Mr. R Dundas said, that the rjiiestion 
was not as to the principle of not grant¬ 
ing reversions, but whether they shouM 
pass a bill fot that purpose or move an ad¬ 
dress? and when tl^t ipiestion was puv. to 
hnn, he had no hesitation in preferring 
the mode of bill *as the jnore constitutianal 
mode. 

Mr. S, Bourne had always been, and 
was still, a fric*.d to the principle of re¬ 
stricting the gran&k^f places in reversion. 
He should prefer, however, the mode of 
proceeding by bill- 

Mr. Lambe was of opinion thataho pass¬ 
ing of bills of suspension would Cut up al¬ 
together the ground of the-principle from 
under their feet. He was one of those 
who objected to these suspending mea¬ 
sures, and thought, that in Justice 'to 
their own principle, they should pass thp 
prohibitory bill. 

Mr. D, Giddif was of opinion, that it 
would not be a breach of the privileges 
of that House to address for permission to 
restrict this branch of the prerogative, and 
to obtain the consent ^ the crown to this 
measure* The only a/iswer he could con¬ 


ceive hi^ Majesty likely to give to such as 
address, was, that be would ‘leave the 
matter ‘‘altogether to the discretion of his 
faithful Commons. In that case, the House 
crmld proceed eflectually with the bill, as 
such consent w'ould do away all the ob* 
jections entertained in another place. 

Sir JSewport objected to a bill for sus¬ 
pending the giHiiting of reversions, be- 
cuiiso it had already been made an argu¬ 
ment against passing a bill in perpetuity; 
and the oftener bills of suspension were 
passed, the stiongor would that? argument 
become. Those who favoured the sus¬ 
pension, were in tfcm-ral tliose who were 
enemies to the abolition ; and he would 
ruthcr piefer the muasiirc of the hon. gent, 
wlm, originatid this business, and w'hom 
he believed, to be f* ;ctTe and interested 
jifor its suciess, than tb..: of those, who, 
from his lieai t, lie thouglil, were hollow 
and deceitful in lluir prolr-^sioiis. 

Mr. B. JJfU/iunt tlionghl .oiilier of the 
iiiodi's would proiluLO the same effect; 
but as he tlctnued ti.e proceeding by a 
bill to be more constitutional tl\an that by 
an address he would vote for a bill. 

^TVIr. J*ctcr /lIoorQ said, the subject was 
of great national im|)ortanre, and he must 
beg leave to ofhir his reasons for support¬ 
ing tin motion.—The measure itself, of 
preventing the grant of reversions, he said, 
though most important, was one of the 
most unfortunate that ever came before 
the Mouse for discussion ; that although it 
had had a great muny- nurses, it W'as 
stunted in its giowth, and although sur¬ 
rounded and piotccted by a host of friends 
and'guardians, he saw no prospect of its 
ever arriving at maturity.—Nor was tins 
the only dreary conclu.sion whicirhc drew 
from this unfortunate case ; hc^felt it as a 
full rnaiiilttstatiou of the general result of 
all the labours of the Finance Committee, 
and in this lie was amply supported by 
the; reception with which their several 
detached Reports had liilhcrtobeen met by 
the adinihlstratidn of the country; abso¬ 
lutely rendering .,all their etlbrts and 
strugg'/!s in behalf of the public nugatory 
and useless; thereby converting the Com- 
ivittec into a masque for all the mischiefs 
and abuses in the financial department* 
Mr. Moore said, -he should now recall to 
the attenticnof the House, the several Re¬ 
ports hitherto made by the Finance Com- 
mi/tee, in support uf the position he had 
laid down. This was absolutely necessary,^ 
Kq order to remind the House of the situ¬ 
ation in wlticK they stood, and to point 
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•ntthei prospect the public had td expect 
from the Continued labours of the Finance 
Committee, on which so much expectation 
had been formed, so much anxious hope 
entertained in the public mind ; ;ind thus, 
by contemplating what had been done, 
the House and the country w'ould form 
some judgment of what was likely to be 
done. The Finance Committee, he^said, 
had now sat three years, during which 
time, they had made four Reports; to 
tliene he should now advert.—tirst 
was on tlfe subject of a large st7m of" 
money which had been taken from the 
cash, voted by the House and appro¬ 
priated to the payment of the army, by 

one of the paymaiters-geiicral, confessedly 
on false public pretences, and which* he 
had applied to his own private purposes. 
This olficer w^s a member of the 
privy council, and the king's remem¬ 
brancer in the exchequer, whose especial 
duty it is, r»*gularly to report periodi¬ 
cally, and put in regular process against 
' all persons dcfaultvig« and holding in 
tlicir handstthc pulilic money. Let the 
House also recollect the very iiiau-^picious 
situation in which tliij* Report was re* 
coived; that It was aciiially 4aying on 
the bar of the House, ready 1o be brought 
up to the tab|^, when the usher of the 
hliack rod knocked at the dopr, to an¬ 
nounce the dissolution of parliament, and, 
let it not be forgotten under what circum¬ 
stances that dissolution was ejected. Here 
he ^should only *aiJd, that that viohmt 
measure aggravated the responsihiliey of 
ministers lor every other plan and Vne^- 
sure W'hich they iiave since pursuc^d, and 
made it ilie more iiiiiiiediateiy incumbent 
on them, when this lint Report of the 
Finance Committee did reach tliisljaasc, 
to support the Committee in ilie fecoveiy 
of the public propel ty ; and to mark tlir- 
conduct of the public oflircr guilty cd’ 
this flagrant tireacli ofpublic trust, witK 
auch exemplary process and punWuiient, 
as his own undeniable and* uniJcfejisible 
conduct hail called for, with [he J'urtlicr 
design and view of preventing a«y siiitilar 
practice in other d<'partmcnts. Jiut w'hat 
(said rite hon. menihcr,) lias been done ? ' 
The public money has indeed, after eight 
or nine«years of importunity supported ' 
by this ilepori, been recovered ; hut no 
one step has been taken to vindicate 4hc 
insults oflered to the-iaw^ and to ihcl 
oUicial trusts of the public : Mr.« Steele 
still remains a member of the privy coun¬ 
cil i and still continues. to hold tho oflice 
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of*remembrancer in the court of exche<« 
quer, in which, no doubt, the most aotivo 
vigilance may now bo expecletl in process 
against other defaulters, because he has 
himself, the great mover of all,* been 
studiously .spared. Rut, what do tho 
House now find as one of the direct con¬ 
sequences ? They l«ive now Reports be¬ 
fore them of other great defaulters holding 
tin- important ofliccs, of great trust, of^ 
payinustcr to tlie marines, and lrea^ure^ 
of ihp oiilnance depai^mcnt. What the 
exact sum of the balance of ihe foimer is, 
he did not kiisw ; as it was •in a depart- 
meiU hit’ll had uniformly reserved pecu¬ 
niary management,*!!) their own exclusive 
juri^ditti^in, and made no loports th4f 
JJpuse, tiiuugh often required ; but there 
was a strong presumpfive evidence tihat 
P the object was of very trilling consi¬ 
deration, as •tfic admisaliy board had 
proceeded much further against Mr. Vil- 
liers, tlian llic treasury board had done 
again^ IMr., Steele, and had actually 
proseeded to bestow Mr. Villiers's trust 
on anotl'^r gentleman, a member of the 
House, alih»ugh the niinnurs in circular 
tK);i wcie,»th:it Mr. Viltiers had not been 
well treaiccV—As to the sum in the hands 
of the* treasurer of tiie ordnance, it ia 
stated in Ui;p*ut on the table to exceed 
fip/JOG/# limit any' securities: of which 
sum, !Ur. i\lof)re said, Jic lifld been inform¬ 
ed no less than from *.^7,000/. to 30,000/. 
riad been in this trcasurei's haxds ever 
since be quitted the Ctbce on the change 
in i!4ministration in 1K05; and he de- 
sii^d to repeat tflls information the more 
especially for the auentioit of the Chan* ' 
ccllor of the Exchequer, (the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer at this moment came 
into his place), who perhapi* had not be¬ 
fore heard it, with a vievy to excite hia 
active attention to the immediate recovery 
of it, seeing, that in genera], the older a 
debt grows,^the hope of recovery*becomea 
tl:ri more • despt:rale. Now, said Mr. 
Moore, I humbly contend, that if a public 
pnii^eculioii had * been instituted against 
the right hon. Thomas Steele, in the first 
instance, as it ought to have been, with a 
'view to public example, most probably 
the House would never have heard of the 
defaults of Mr. Vitliers, Mr. Hunt, and 
othersnor the public property have been 
in danger and in ha^sard, if not wholly 
lost. Rut said he, 1 shall «conclude what 
l.^a\c to say on this first Report of the- 
Finance Committee, by puttiii{^ it to the 
House to reflect, at'.tliis time of avowed 
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general difTicuUy, and individual di^itress; 
when taxation bears harder on the subject 
than at any known period of lime, in the 
annuH of the nation ; lu>\v many families 
muHt be pinched and distressed by cx- 
aclipns to meet a sum of taxes c<]ual to 
these dffici<'ncies,-~*(Ib ar ! hear ! Itear ! 
iV«>in tlic opposition«ide ) 1 l'<ype, said 

Air. Moore, wr ^hall not lie tr of any more 
( such splendid deiiiulirrs; but vviiii sutli 
examples before the ilouio, of groat po- 
litirai conticcti<^iU^^ he thou|'ht instant 
measures*should be adopted to j?ocuie the 
pubhe pr<ijfci(y in ei'ery^departioent of 
utato with'/til rxceptipii. 

The second ih^poi t bf ihc Finance Com- 
ifrtUeo was on the s»:bjcct of the'l^ank of 
I'ini;Iand, as manago.-s of the public fimtjr. 
Th'e Committee hail made a very parijcuIaV ^ 
statemept of the public dcaiin ;s vviih the 
Bank, and had pftnited osife.a v(,y i.isgc 
aavinij, highly atlvisablc and pt'aclLabie, 
In the allovvuacf. to he n..'.xlo them in 
future.* They were allowed, at Ihf*. cc^n- 
xncncement or the sinkjn:; fund, ccju?d to 
450 /.,per 'milHon for their <:harj>t ‘! of 
management, but whsfl might he rrasonuble 
for mamigcmcnt of a small suiii, I ccame Lhs 
beighth of i^travagance .on of sik I; 

murmous magnitude as 1(19 public coticci a 
now annually amounts to«t aAa peiiud too, 
when the House must be perfectly, cm.fi 
dent that other baiikcrr» would chearfeily 
undertake the management at mie guinee, 
or, at th6 utmost, one ami a hull pef irdl- 
lion, with,Kjuul security arid accoMinoda- 
.tion to the jmblic.; orindecd uiihoul anv 
allowance wliatever for managcm.ent, ' c... 

* the Bank of Llbgluiut ought to do, secin,?, 
that by the use of the public funds Hud 
their issue of Bank paper only, they are 
put in the rapacity, and are in the (lahit 
and profit, of dwcounting mercanlilc bi!t «, 
and commercial undertakings oflrom 
and an half two milliiais sti vling p<T 
week ; ifiid that, as one the obvu. ;«> 
results of these enormous profits and a l- 
yantages, B.mk stock has withiii the sai/ao 
period more than doubled in value, ^fhe* j 
chairman of the Finance Committee v*ry 
strenuously contended in his place i-.i thi^ 
House, for the reduction alluUed ;<), bi.t 
to no purpose; and in this itogatire i ron. 
ftndfsaid Mr. Mf'ore), this Second .Kepori 
was virtually annihilated ; an i ».< I ^tuod ! 
Iftst year, the sacrifice of the public rights 
Was no less ibart 200,00n/. per aii.unu. 

The ihird Rupert of the Finr m » 
mittce cxflibited the pensions, piaucH, 
linecured, and reversions, out of winch 


the queUion now before the Horuse Rttf 
Arisen.rf-Now, said Mr, Moore, of the 
whole of the Reports made by the Com^ 
mittee, this question for the prohibition uf 
revcfsioiw, seems to be the only object 
which great pains have been taken to 
follow up, and to render complete and 
fin.tl; and the House testihes under what 
din'Kiibics it labours, what extensive, and 
foiTiiiJable, dark, insidious opposition it 
has to encounter, so as to afford little 
yrospi-ct of success by following it up 
with bill after bill, sessions after sessions, 
in a manner they have experienced. I 
will Hot, said Mr. Moore, use those hnrshf 
terms which the question justices, but I 
insist on it there is “a fixed and systematic 
hypocritical insmcprity somewhere : and 
thus feeling, he tiusted that the liouso 
would not part with their(;u.'isdiclion over 
tliin financial quc'.lion, and that they would 
prpfi »* address upt>n address, year after 
ycin, until their reasonablt and national 
I .id V. *;■; accoiiiplish«;d. 

'.1*^1 Bcpoit of chc Finance ConimiU 
tc^*, rontii’.ued Mr. Moore, brcftight to the 
Knowledge of the House and tlie nation, 
conduct of ' the lile-aiid-propcrty- 
pledgcrs,' and their meaning and interpret 
t.-th.i; Loyalty,'* inliic tuily pairiotic 
.ind difhileie Ud hccrct >ianagemcnt of 
M.-. J.'Ijd i»/v,!r?arKl the J>u;cii conimis-; 

r , ;’i u\eir U (^f nearly iwo mil- 
no:, t.! p* Idic propers, for a period of 
ulr. li >ears.— Fur want of the 
c c.( i t-ar, said Mr. 

vio j on v, i icti *u{ij/‘ct lie would move 
f,,.*jiL .;iiciin:i i icier tis tnc enquiry 

ciiid st «i of i!u* bh*iuc>s beibre the House 
uou..lI : ii,} it \va«: not po{;‘;ible for 

hen o: any m if thi* Houj'C not itj 

* • 

od:» *, to h.iow', v, hat had been done by 
rninh.t :r,, mi the *^uhj<-Ct 0'.'tiie large sums 
of y i\'port(d to be iii die bands of 
ihe>.‘ .\o»i!ni'>«n‘iiers.—But lie irusted and 
cxpecl'To find, that ail those moneys 
hud i)riM;‘;lii into ilie piiLlic* treasury, 
and ih'ir no iliifiio imn ot any descrip¬ 
tion should. be s».lfi*r(-d to biy down the? 
r.w\i..L-rf and s'andard of'.lieirown reward 
in upj:»\'cuiiliort ei ihcir iwn conduct, and 
to qiply tlie llu^t•ilU'd^J ot ih^* public to 
thidr oivn sep.ovdu use onil wild ubuse. 
When thoanr.iKi /-cc imta w^-re j»/’oduccd, 
Mf. M 'Oie >iwiidd lo<‘k fur a 

rigi'l K'iurii 5 \p*l account ot those monies, 
or not hr.ijing >t :so, be should have no 
hesit.tiion.in pronoroicing bts opinion that 
the ministto's* of the .ouiitiy bad been 
guilty bf great neglect and dereliction uf 
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duty. The people of thi) county had 
never been* called on, and did not (contri¬ 
bute, taxes to promote private interests, or 
to support a corrupt system ot' tavouritism 
and predilection:—and he never would 
silently hear, that those supplies which 
were consecrated to public dignity* and 
national security, wore misapplied to sup< 
port a system of corrupt intlucnce and 
misrule. * 

These four, Mr. Speaker, are the only 
Reports hitherto received from the Finance 
Committee.* Of the humble value to 
which, (though in their onginal condition 
and meaning of great imporlanec), they 
have been reduced hy the impiovident 
manner in which they have l«*en disposed 

• of by ministers 1 sliall now leave the 
House and the public to form tiieir own 
judgment. But.^fceling as 1 do, without a 
change of management, i much despair ot 
the continued labours of liie coininittec 
proving of mftch trre.iter comparattvo' 
advantage to the public. We must, in a 

* great degree, goven^our opinions of the 

future by advantages. But, bir, satd 
Mr. Moore, 1 shall not quit the subject 
without a particular exhortation to the hon# 
member on the floor, as chairimn of the 
Committee. I exhort him and his col¬ 
leagues to a rigid and firm perseverance. 
They now stand in a very different situ> 
ation from that of which they very pro¬ 
perly complninrd last year. This sessions 
the hoii. chairman has a < ammittce vir¬ 
tually of his own selection, they have not 
any personal emh riassment now to tA)m- 
plain of; the public expectation is ur^ 
commonly gieat; ihe naiional anxiety 
throbs vastly high for tlic Committee’s 
final Report, a whole system pf reform 
and retrenchment in thu immense ipiblic 
expenditure of the country, tile very 
savings of which ought to lornt an impor¬ 
tant national supply, adverting, that ihc 
annual expenditure at this time, is more 
than four times the amount/ at th^b«gin- 
ning of the w.ir.—It is twe, •said Mr. 
Moore, the Committee <ff Finance have 
received no great encourageniAt to con¬ 
tinue their honoura'de exertions to the 
public, fiom the ministerial'countenance V 
given to their Rt^ports on«detached sub¬ 
jects. he nevertheless conjured them 

to a steady perseverance for the gratifica¬ 
tion of the public in the production ofanj 
whole system, which the public expected*^ 
as the result of titeir integrity^ ftimncss, 
ftnd decision; and be ti%itied, such a 
Report would now come* in strengtjt so 
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formidable, as to render it didicuU, in 
the extf^me, for any minister, whether in 
or out of this House, to venture to resist 
it, utter the unqualified confession, so 
lately made in this House, in trutlu and 
in fuel from the materials of the miiuslur’s 
own private escrutoire, and to which they 
have not any one of them oficred any 
contradiction, of the cfititrcssed state of the 
finances of the cimntry.—An hon. mem¬ 
ber ofji this side the House (Mr. Giddy) 
has sti^gp.sled as an alternative of obtain¬ 
ing the bill in qiie.sti(H>7 and in future of 
avoiding the ojjjxisition given jo it in the 
House of l,or(is, to address the King to 
pray liis roy^al asseiU*to both flotises for 
^nstitiUkii^ a bill tor the purpose. 

Moore said, he thought this the diost 
exfraordinnry doctrine he bad ever heigd 
^viihiitthosc walls,—~(hat the House should 
petition the Ki^g for^^ve to move in a 
Ihiancial c.ise, which from the very essence 
ofilic conslifulion exclusively appertained 
to fill's House alone, and*he was jiure it 
could not for a moment be countenanced 
l>y the House. Ptfrhaps, said Mr. Moore, 
the hon. member cpnf« umU this with 
*ihe^ prai ti^e which •prevails, that vrheit 
any petitior^ comes before the House im- 
plicatiifg the grant of public money,, that 
it must have king’s consent; but, 
continued he, the last case is wholly 
difierent, and extends only to a point of 
compromise, as it rnay be called; the 
apf^icatioii is made on a conclu^on that 
the grant to be made i»out of mopey which 
has ftl^'cady been voted and appropriated 
to^is Majesty’s(Ae, as ^he Manorial sup-* 
plies, aTid that any part to «be otherwise 
appropriuted by the consent of the crown 
the House will make good.—Not however* 
said he, but tliat there appeaj;s a manifest 
absurdity in these messages, of the.crpwn 
—con-'onting that the House shall dispose 
of their onn'stipplies, and he should be 
ready tcrd]gcus.s the point with a view to 
the princijrle at rest. The right hon. 
the secretary i!tstat€ for the depart¬ 
ment has asked* would the' liouse now 
imitate the arbitrary limes df Charles the 
1st, and arrogate to themselves the whole 
powers of the legislature. Mr. Moore 
sard^ no : the financial jurisdiction was 
exclusively their own, and conjured the 
House not to part with jt. He said, the 
times of Charles \. had indeed a commit¬ 
tee of safety: so he trusted had the pre- 
for, in that light^ he now considered 
the iMiiance Committee—‘he said, he de¬ 
sired no other com'mittee of safety, and 
B 
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di^precflied any other, contend! a$ he 
did, that the preservation of the finances 
was the preservation of the throne 'and 
of the people ; of all the various altars of 
the nation, and of all its sacred and proud 
institutions; and, in fine, of the empire 
itself; and that those who advocated the 
reform of the ^nances were the best 
friends and truest supporters of the whole 
frbric;—of the most splendid monarchy 
and system of freedom ever erecled at 
the shrine of integrity, 

Mr. ffhidtrtad, before ihequestion should 
he put, begged to say a yery few words. 
He held ^ his hand a paper, which in¬ 
formed him of the d^ijection which caused 
.{ho bill sent up from that Houpe«durin^- 
tno present session to be rejected in ano- 
ih/^r House. Rewound that objectionin'as 
merely a technical one. What w&s the* 
reason for rcjectij^g* the bjll to the same 
efiect that had originated in that Hous6, 
he could not say. 'i'he objection, how¬ 
ever, l;>eing onTy technical, he could^see 
no reason why another bill should not be 
brought in^ to abolish reversionsdn perpe¬ 
tuity. He tvas sorry he not in the 
House when the hon. gent, 
whrd the present motion, as*^here.by he 
was .not aware of the hon. gentleman’s 
reasons lor preferring j:ourse he had 
taken; but if the hon. gent, w^ulc) shortly 
re-state thosff reasons, in the manner 

which the courle3v«of the House usually 

^ • 

aUowcd( on such occasions, he woul(^ be 
much obliged to him. lie was sorry to 
give tlie^licih gent, so mucli trouble,- but 
•if he would consent to 'withdraw his pre¬ 
sent motion, and bring in a bill for the 
abolition in jierpetiiity, In; thought he 
would find it the most cihcacious mode of 
proceeding. Those wito wished for a bill 
of suspension were the greatest enemies 
to the abolition. He would not, there-' 
fore, tru'^t himself uiiiong enemies again 
with a bUl ofsuspcnsion, nut would rather 
proceed by address, if qne" of these two 
iflodoa must be adopted. 

Mr. Banka said, that Iris reason for nrov- 
ing an tfddresb was, that he thought it the 
best course the House could pursue, to ob¬ 
tain the object they had in view. If, 
however, it was the opinion qf the House, 
or of his hon. friends near him, that bring¬ 
ing in a new bill /or the abolition of re¬ 
versions in perpetuity would be a better 
measure, it w*onld be perfectly agreeable 
to him, and he should have no obje{:ti«a 
to withdraw- his motion. He thought a 
suspending bill would be, and was in¬ 


tended^o be, the means of defeating hisolH 
•ject altogether; and he was; therefore, 
determined not to agree to that measure. 
With the leave of the House he would, 
thesefore, withdraw his present motion, 
and hoped he might, to avoid any loss of 
time, be permitted to move immediately 
for leave to bring in a bill to abolish in 
perpetuity the granting of offices in re¬ 
version. 

The CfimKeflor qf the Exchequer said, he 
had no constitutional objection to the bring- 
*inginof8uch a bill; but th^rc was too 
much reason to believe, from what had 
been seen by the Lords’ Journals, that the 
bill would again be thrown out in that 
House. He should still object also to pro¬ 
ceeding by address, and not by bill, be¬ 
cause ill adopting such a course, that 
House would be assuming -o itself a legis¬ 
lative power, and that, at a time, when 
they knew the other branch of the legisla¬ 
ture would not agree to it. If his hon. 
friend was determined to bring in a new 
bill, he thought the .proper time for him 
to move his amendment to meke it a bill 
of suspension for a limited time, would be 
u’hcn the motion should be made; and, 
therefore, the business could not, he 
thought, be regularly brought on to-night. 

The Speaker said, that l^fore be put the 
question for withdrawing the motion, it 
might, perhaps, as some allusions had been 
made to the technical objection raised in 
another place, be necessary for him to 
say a few words on that subject. .He 
should not mention any«name as to place 
07 person, because as that House did not 
sutler any reference to be made to what 
passed there, it was incumbent on them 
to pay the same respect to the proceedings 
elsewhere. The bill then was, before it 
was sent up to the other House, submitted 
to his consideration in point of matter of 
fiirm. He said he could have wished it to 
have been an entire new bill, in which no 
notice «.vhatever had been taken of any 
former proceeding on the subject; but as 
the bill bad been thus brought in, and 
had niudektts progress through the House, 
he thought that it was perfectly regular 
in point of form; and whatever "might 
have been said by any other person, in 
any other place, upon that head,' he still 
continued of the same opinion. He was 
confirmed in it from the long coarse of 
practice which had prevailed in the House> 
in passing, perpetuating«bills in the easel 
of expiringda^v s; and so long as the House 
continued in the same co>urset stf Mg 
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ihoulcl he penist in maintaining th‘e same 
opinion. 

The motion was.then, with the leave of 
the House, withdrawn, and Mr. Bankes 
gave notice, that he would, on Tuesday 
next, move for leave to bring in*his bill. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

T/iursd(tjf, March 8. • 

[The Army.] The E.irl of Damley 
said, it was not bis intention, on this oc¬ 
casion, to occupy much of their Lordt>hips* 
time, but seeing several of his Majesty's 
ministers in their places, he would put to 
them a question relative to a rumour ge¬ 
nerally prevalent; w-htther it was pur¬ 
posed to send every disposable soldier; fit 
for foreign service, out of the country ? 
To this question they might return what 
answer they shoilld think iit; they might 
answer it in tJie negauve, or not at all; 
but he should fthka nri opportunity, ifh(r 
were not satisfied, to draw their Lordships' 
attention more direc^y to the subject. 

The Earl«of Liverpool observed, he was 
not persuaded there was much propriety 


iqg «nd dissemniating them (by hw letter 
to lord *Fingal), and he had now only.te 
say,’that whatever circuaistaacesbad sjncti 
intervened, he not only had not altered 
those opinions, but they had been strength¬ 
ened and confirmed. lie had maturely 
weighed those opinions. They had not 
been lightly taken up. Much less had be 
since made any atierhpt to change their 
character and complexion, with a view to 
squarq them to any new doctrine, or to 
suit them to any new purpose. In the 
sentiments he had invariably expressed 
on this most important subject^ be should 
most steadily persevere; at the same time 
it was not iiis intepfion to ground any 
•measure: (pi the present Petition, but merely. 
to move that it do lie on their Lordsftipr 
tsprle. • ^ 

> The Petition w'as then read, and ordered 
to lie on the talde. • . 
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r^*HAN*CS TO Llfc.*UT.GEN. SlR^liTAPLETaN 

__ _ _ _ , . j_ j Cotton AND Bkic. G/tN, Anson,] Lieut.- 

in putting such h question u{>on the autho* f gen. sir Stajilcton Cotton, bart. and brig.* 
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rity of public rumour, lie had only to 
answer that the noble lord might rest sa¬ 
tisfied that no ^soldier would be sefit on 
foreign service, without regard to our 
own security, which w'ould always de¬ 
mand the particular care of his Majesty's 
government 

Tile Karl of Dhrnley replied, that the 
answer returned, by the noble earl, in¬ 
duced him to think, it would be necessary 
to call their Lordships' attention^to the 
subject. It was a question of serious con¬ 
sideration for the House to come to a de¬ 
cision whether they would place blind 
confidence in those ministers who Had so 


general Geqrge An*(oii being come to the 
House,* Mr. Spcfaker acquainted tjiem, 
that the House •had upon the Ist of Feb. 
last resolved,* lliat the Thanks of this 
ilouse*6e given to them lor their distin¬ 
guished exertions on‘the 27th and 28th 
of July last in the memorable battle of 
Tafavera, which terminated inline signal 
deleut of the forces of the enemy; and 
Mr. Speaker gavia ihemnhe Thanks of the* 
House tfccordiiigiy as followt/rth, vix. 

** Lieutenant-general sir Stapleton Cotr 
ton, and Brigadier-genera) Anson. 

Upon your return from tlie eventful 
wars of Spain, whatever variance of opi- 

1 - 1. Ill ' *1 


wasted and destroyed the resources of the rnion, whatever uUcrnauon 6t hopes and ap 


country and the numbers of our army. 
He should, therefore, tq-morrow, express 
his sentiments, on the groupd of vahat had 
come to his knowledge upqn the sqbject; 
and be moved, ** That the Lords be sum¬ 
moned accordingly."—Ordered# , • 

[Homan Catholic Petition.] Lord 
Grenville rose to present a Petitiou on be¬ 
half of the Roinau Catholics of the county 
and city of Waterford. * His lordship 


prehensions you may i>ave found to pre« 
vail in this country respecting thq progress 
aqd final is$ud.of that awful contest, ne- 
vcrthelessj yeur distingufshed conduct 
and services hav« 'jiot failed to call forth 
one universal expression of •applause and 
adniiratioD.— The British cavalry has been 
long renowned in war. Victorious in 
other times over the troops of France, it 
feared not again to meet its former rivals, 

^ i * 1.1 *1 


:wi8hed to take the present opportunity of tlushec^ even as they were with the pride 
re-stating bis opinions upon this important of conquest, and the spoil of many na- 


^bject. Indeed it could scarcely now beM tions. 
Iiecessary for him to re-state, them to 
their Lordships. He had s^ijop time back 


Led by your swords it again dis* 
l^yed a strength and valour irresistible 
in the shock of armk, «and Renewed its 


adopted the sunt public modeof.dielar- | ancient triumphs in^the hard-fqqghtfielA 
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ofTalarera, "When the history of thcs^ 
memorable daysahall be read by mlrlalesi 
deacendenta, be assured, that your names 
>¥ill be repeated with exultation, and your 
deed»rorounted in the list of those heroic 
achievements.—You serve not an un¬ 
grateful country. It well knows that mi¬ 
litary fame is natriunal power. And this 
House, ever |)rom|jt*io proclainvits grati¬ 
tude for eminent services in war, ha^ 
therefore conferred upon you the lipnour 
of its unanimous Thanks. And 1 do now 
nccordiiigly.'in the name and by the' com¬ 
mand of €ibe Commons of tlie United 
Kingdom,^tnank you for your distinguish¬ 
ed extortions on the and 538tii days of 
last in thf: mrmorablu baltlQ ol’Tala-j 
vera,* wliicli terniinaied in the si^rnal de- 

A 

fcq^ of the forces oi‘ the enemy.' 

Upon which Lieut.-General sir Stdpktnn* 
C(jti:)n said. ^ * • 

Mr. Speaker; In endeavouring to ex*- 
pross iny .enye of the very high honour 
whii h has heon roiiierred upon me, and 
whicli lias bet'll t'OiiiinuniL'^ted tu'nitj^iy 
you, S r, 111 , so lla'iering a maiuw*r, 1 leai 
i sfi.ili fill far short tif what^my feelings 
are upon this occaskni.—To receive the 
thanks of parliament is one o(^the higiirsi 
rewapls to which a soMit^* can aspire; ant! 
believe me, Sir. 1 shall over consider it my 
greatest pride to liave bfcn' mi* honoured : 
Tins, I may rmiture to say, is tiu' Veeling 
of al- my brother officers an>! soldiers who 
had tbe good fortune to be tomuiauded, by 
one of lhr,iuust abicand disiinginshe.d ge¬ 
nerals that has adorned the annals of this 
•country, and i\ho*\vill, h trust (shouUl im 
opportunity yfler), again prove'* to ilie 
world that a British .Iriiiy is not to be bent 
by a French force of double its numbers.” 

Brigadier Generat .^/}5onthcn saiil, 

Mr. Speaker; lint any part of my 
professional conduct should have been 
deemed worthy the particular notice of 
this Hou^e, and of my country, is no less 
honourable than giatifying t\> my feul- 
ings : I must, however, be idlowcd to con- 
fuss'myself more indebted for this distin- 
tinguisbed ho-.iour to the exertinns of those 
brave soldiers with whom 1 had the glory 
of being associated, than to any particular"^ 
merit attached to myself tnclividually.-r-l 
beg to express to this honourable House 
the high sense I entertain of the honour 
it has conferred upon me ; and that it 
will ever be th^ pride of my life to have 
beefk thought, in the slightest degree, cb- 
serving of its good "opinion. To yob, Sir, 
1 must beg to make my warmest acknow- 


ledgmeiits tor tbe very handsorae ftHtf 
polite ^manner in which you •have con-- 
veyed to me the sentiments of this House, 
and for tbe many very gratifying expres- ‘ 
sions with which you have accompanied 
the communication of this most flattering 
distinction.^' 

Ordered, pent, con. That what has been 
now said by Mr. Speaker, together with 
the 'Answers thereto, be printed in the 
Votes of this day. 

« «. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday March 9. 

[Admiralty Court.] Lord Cochrane 
moved for several additional papers relative 
to *1116 proceed n^s in the prize courts 
upon tbevessel called the Two Sisters, and 
various olliers, and gave notice of an in- 
lention to move that the subject be referred 
to a Committee. These papers Were ne- 
ee??saiy for the elu» idalioii'rf those which 
had been produce<l by the gontiemen on 
the other side. He |;epeated some of his 
former statements rcspci ling .tbe convoy 
taken in ilic Baltic, and a> to the in|urious 
effccls which the. abuses in the court of 
adniiraliy had upon tin; energy of tbe 
n ivy, and athnned that greater exertions 
coiikf be made with a fi^r less number 
of ships, and a mui li lessexpetua* if these 
discoiirageinonis wiM't* removed. Ho added 
the revenues of iTance fioin her customs, 
ill if,which tloui i.shod uiidcrtliopresent sys¬ 
tem ,v\ouhl by the correction ofthi-ahu^pjb in 
piize proceedings bo almost desiroyed, 
and our own revenues augmented in pro-* 
porlion,. 

Mr. Kf*se had no olijeeiion to the pro- 
diiCiion of .such of the papers as were ih>w 
in tl.c admiraliy court. 

Sir John i\ichoUs observed, that the per¬ 
son to whom the noble lord alluded as 
having derived ave>y large share of the 
profits of the coniK'mn.uion of several 
ves5els/vhad been properly revvard*‘d in 
thi.s nvmniT, because it was by hts means 
tliPt the ^vidance was obtained which 
caused their condemnation. He had been 
employed in neutralizing mimy of the 
I enemy's ships, and oB'ererl, on teims, to 
secure evidi-nct*, not only of their being 
enemy's property, but also to discover 
several that had been neutralized byothcrsC 
Hei accordingly went to the continent, 
['and very ingeniously drew the French 
minister yf marine into<a correspondence 
which brought the truth to light. He 
wished-tbe name of that peraoa shonM. be 
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kept as secret as possible. He saw no 
use in calling for these papers, aj the 
matters to which they referied were ex¬ 
plained by the papers already ou the tabic; 
but he would not object to the production 
of them. Even if the noble lord, how- 
even, succeeded in proving his allegations 
the judge of the admitally would not he 
affected because overcharges and such 
matters of practice did not come regularly 
under his cognizance. He then passed 
a high eulogium on the character and 
abilities of*the judge of the admiralty 
court, who, by a course of decisions which 
were published, had established a system 
of maritime jurisprudence, that shewed 
the world that we wera not the tyrants 
of the seas, but that our proceedings were 
foundetl ill justice and moderation. Not¬ 
withstanding the interference of his duties 
with the interests of the people of other 
nations, there was no man whose character 
stood higher oikher in Europe or on llfe^i 
other side of the Atlantic than that of the 
• judtreof the admiralty. He hoped tliCnoble 
lord, therefore, would see the propriety of 
abstaining from iiuJiscriminate censures 
upon the court of admiralty^ as this mights 
be extremely injurious to the public set- 
vice. 

Sir thurles stated, that he h!ld a 
paper in liis hand from a person whom the 
right hon. gent, opposite (Mr Rose) had 
accused of charging more than the king^s 
proctor, representing him as having 
charged 50 guinea^for a memorial. The 
paper stated that this person had never 
charged more than two guineas for anj 
single memorial. If lie had made apharge 
of 50 guineas, therefore, it must have in¬ 
cluded a variety of nenisin scvf^ral causes. 

Mr. Rose said, that he had spoken from 
an account given in to the rebtist^r of the 
admiralty ou oath, where a ipemorial was 
set down, 50 guineas. I'his, howevei;, 
might admit of explanation. He main¬ 
tained, that if the business jnarriec^oi^ by 
the king’s proctor should be thimvnopen, 
the consequence would lie extremely in¬ 
jurious u» the nsvy, and fo the iatcresls of 
commerce, as the ships of innocent persons I 
would* be almost perpetually brought in * 
for adjudication,4o the det|iinent of the 
captors*and merchants. He now, how- 1 ' 
aver, had almost daily before him casesi 
of charges in prize proceedings and^he, 
pledged himself to the nai^ and to the 1 
country, to bring these, where thpy«cemed 
improper, before the admiMitf court, and 
prqrare redreM and a steady system of 
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charge for the future. He wouW either 
dojuktiebto the navy on this point, or 
prove that the complaints of the noble 
lord were unfounded. He also paid a 
high compliment to the ability, industry^ 
and integrity of tHe judge of the admiralty 
court, who was highly respected all over 
the world—even by the enemy. A near 
relation of hU having Keen lately in Ame- 
rica, had remarked -on his coming home, 
that it. was singular that notwithstanding 
the great number of American vessels 
brought before the admiralty coust, there 
was no miin moj^c esteemed in^bat roun* 
try than his lion, friend near hi^i (Sir W« 
Scott.) • • 

• observed, with referjnq^ 

to what had f.illcn from the hon. gent, 
op];Tositc (sir John Nickolls), that it wus 
tniprofier that the navy should be obliged 
|opay spies. Tliey otigjit to be paid by 
the government. Another hon. gent. 
(Mr. Rose) had admitted that there were 
abuses in the admiralty* court, apd, he 
trij.st^d Therefore, he would not oppose the 
going inte a coniilnUeo to corscct thepi. 
11 c repeated^his asseitions aif to the ex* 
*cellent elf^cts whicb the correction of 
these ^buses^would have upon the energies 
r>f the imvy, and nlHrmod, that in the.way 
ol capture; i^w^ manned frigate, under 
proper pnceuragenicnt, w'ould do more 
th*an tlfe whole channej fleet did at pre* 
sent. • 

Sjr IV, Scott observed with some gvarmtb, 
that the noble loi-d had taken merit to 
himift-Jf for having brought foAvard the 
accusation at the ftnd of last session. He 
could ndt concur in the opinion that the 
noble lord deserved approbation nn that 
account. It was brought forward at a 
time when it was impossible .that the ne¬ 
cessary means could be used to repel it; 
and thus the accusation hung over him for 
six months, and as his friends could not 
be all awa^e how very unfounded these 
charges were,** the-accused, was in some 
measure ii> the situation of an excommu¬ 
nicated person. ^ He could not therefore 
agrre that the noble lord h»d treated him 
in this business with candour or justice. 
’In the early part of this session, the noble 
losd*had taken an opportunity of repeating 
*alt the invectives before the time came 
when ttiey could be at^wered. He bed 
now however, brought his facts before the 
House in the papers laid erathe table and 
tte result was, tbatthoo^ they should be 
all proved to the utmosthtent, the eha- 
rwter of the judgkand of the cooitof 
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admiralty would not be in the least afieqt- noble dord would recollect, that it %as 
ed by them. They were circuibstances the province of that court to maintain the 
for which the judge was not at all respon- maritime rights of this country, and that 
sible. The judge was only responsible this could not be done without exciting a 
for bis own conduct and that of those act- ^ood deal of irritation in neutrals. But 
ing under him, when regularly broughi to if these imputations were perpetually 
his notice. The king's proctor and od- thrown out against it, ncMitraJ nations 
TOcate were offieers of the crown like tlie wouhl not submit wdth any degree of pa- 
attorney and solicitor general. The court tience. The profession the noble lord had 
was hot responsible ior their conduct or chdsrii was most honourable, and he (sir 
charges, nor for the charges and cpnduct William Scott) had, in his humble sphere, 
of ar^y of those practising in it, except been as attentive as possible to its inter- 
complaint was made to the judge, iie had ests. But such imputations a^these might 
no morevl^owledtrc of these things than produce dangerous impressions in the 
the noble, lord himself, if any improper lower orders, for be ,could not suppose 
practices of this nature, supposing them that the officers could be misled by them. 
fo exist, (which h<^ was far fronvhelievin^ What would be tbeir feelings if they were 
to ifie extent stated by the noble lord) really to believe that there was a general 
had been brought to his notice, and'he conspiracy in the admiralty court against 
bad refused to do justice, then, indeed/ them ? The honourable judge concluded 
•ught he to h^ai' the blunders of by repeating that even lY the noble lord 

Hou^e about his head, as he had heard th^-^ made out his case to the full extent (which 
noble lord’s invectives. As to the coiifin- could not), the courift'of admiralty 
kig of^captors to the king's proctor, he would not be at all affected, 
believed it to be a wise and prudent re- Lord CorArone explained, 

gylaiionbut still he'had nothing to do i\Ir. William iSmiM had no doubt of the 

with it. That did not in least depend personal integrity of the judge in liis pub- 
on him. This wa»an ordinance of the* and private capacity ; but, he slated, 
king in‘council, for which he was^notre- that he (believed it to be the practice, 
sponsible. For himself he would mot ob- when a vessel w'as brought in and proved 
jec’tto the production of thie papers now to blflong to a frietidly ;iower, and was 
called for, though he^did not well, sec what consequently discharged by the court, if 
good purposeHhey could serve. The no- an appeal was lodged, and war broke out 
ble lord had betorercalicd for all the pa- with that power, pending the appeals, to 
pers re^itive to the matters of prize, w,hich condemn the vessel as lawful ])iize. He 
was ill fuctcalling for all the records of the knew of nothing more'like public robbery 
admiralty, v^hich could not be exapniird. and piracy on iht high .seas, than such a 
With ail due leo^ect iLr the noble lord's practice. This pcihripswasalsotheprac- 
tatents, and talents like his must et^er be rC' lice of other nations, but it became this 
specie d, however up'preciaied, he could not country to set the example of a more li- 
heip wondering ihai he h.id ever proposed berai system. He did not, however, mean 
such a motion. There might possibly be to blame any porticular judge or minister. 
flon?e objectionable facts relative to pioc- T[\e. •Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
tor's bills, but what could the court of that with regard to the papers moved for, 
adoiiralty iiave done on that point, unless would not object to their production, 
brought to Its notice ? The hon. judge ^ilthough ne did not think that this House 
then observed, that Ivejdk) not mean.to ought4<> be called upon in the first in- 
claim any particular rcspect^for the ad- stance* to sit in judgment u)>on aUtirneys* 
miralty court, but he'submitted tuothe an* proetprs' Hjills. When the papers 
noble lord ai9d the House, that it was ne-* shotilil b*> all before the House, it would 
cessary to the due administration of j^islice be*then fit to consider, whether to refer 
in that court, that it should be respected them to a committee, or remit the riiaiter 
and that no courtcould stand against flvese to the admiralty court.^—>There was ano- 
general imputations, which might produce* ther point also, to which he particularly 
an injurious impression non vi sed%tipe ta- begged the attention of the noble lord. 
dmdo. These acts, as he said before, did H& seemed to imagine that the French 
not at all apply (to the court, but even if custom-housed were an ample source of 
bad done so to a. certain extent, .there' revenue ^ that nation.* But it appeared, 
rnnzr respect due to a court of justice, from a statonvmt of the French minister 
which ought not to be forgotten, liihe of finance, that the cate waa far otherwise 
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«-fdrhe stated, that, in consequeace oi dtatl wts of the peninsula. He begged 
the French decrees and our consqquen in this place particularly to refer to the 
orders in council^ the pioduce of the fee]iYigs which had been excited in‘this 
French customs had experienced a very eouiitry by the first burst of Spanish pa* 
seriouadiminution indeed, and the minister triotism; and here he did not meannhat 
consoled the nation for this, from the general and ardent spirit of enthusiasm 
consideration of the vast diminution which wli^h glowed in every British bosom on 
they supposed must hare taken place in receipt of the iiitelll^'enCb of the conga- 
our exports. nial efforts of the Spanish people, but that 

After some further conversation, ^hc more deliberate judgment which was con- 
motion was put and carried. taine(i.ni the recorded opinion of Parlia- 

[Defencg of Portugal.] The Chan- ment. In the Address of that House, at 
cellor of th^ Exchequer moved the order the commencement of last sesvon, he 
of the day for tlie House going into a found the following paragraghr:' ** We 
committee of supply. The House then congratulate your Majesty on.your re* 
rcsolved into the committee. ceiving from the Spanish government. 

The CAancei/or qf i/i£»Exc/teguer, in sab^ ^he strongest assurances of their d^te^< 
milting to the committee a proposition mjned perseverance in the cause of th^ 
fur granting to his Majesty a sum not ex- leg'itimate monarchy, and of the naliojwl 
ceeding 980,000/. to be applied in pro- Itidepimlcnce of Spain: and that, so long 
vtding for the defence of Portugal, should lis the people o,f Spain jd^all remain true 
have thought that vote so consistent with As tiioiiisolvcs, your Majesty will con^nus 
the feelings pi^fessed by the House o'l^ to them your most strenuous assistance 
former occasions (had it not been for the anc^ stipport.’'—These rt^ere the^senti- 
observatiuns thrown^out on liis notic^, ineii^s whicli lhat House entertained last 
that he should not have expected aiiy^op- year upon the subject. In the Address, 
position to the motion. If the House was ut the commencement of the*preseni ses- 
Rtill influenced by that noble sympklhyf sion, they Ijad said, *^Wo cannot sufiici- 
which had hitherto so strongly interested eiitly .expre^-our satisfactimiy that the 
them in the cause of the Spaniards sutler- Spanish government, in the name and by 
ing under th% perfidy, atrocity,* and the authority^f Ferdinand VII, has defer- 
usurpation of France, he was persuaded, mined assemble the general and extra- 
that there could exist no disposition in ordinary cortes of the nation. We confi* 
the committee to resist his motion. He deiitly tiust, this measure will give fresh 
was well aware at the same time, that it anigiation and vigour to the couifgils and 
might be said, ihal the measure he had tlie arms of Spain, and successfully direct 
to propose rclatod not to Spain, but to the energies and spirit of the Spdiiish peo- 
Portugal. He must contend, that the ii> p]« to the maintenuAe oT their legitimate ' 
terests of both could not be sepig-atod ; monarchy, and to the ultimate deliverance 
that whatever should be done to give of the Spanish nation.V—When theHouse 
stiength to Portugal, would add to the therefore had expressed such sentiments 
means of Spa*in; and that to provide for ni their recorded votes, it ^as not too 
the defence and security of the f&rmer much to expect, that the committee, ifhh 
country, would be to pruniot| the general h view to .confirm the iprinciples upon 
interests of the peninsula, and the parti- which those' sentiments yrere founaed, 
cular success of the Spanish^ cause, le would not oppose the measure -be had to 
was incumbent upon him, hoviteve^ to propose—a measure taken jn direct con* 
admit, that, if France should ever succeed formity with the tvishes of the nation, and 
in establishing a secure and f/anquil go- the> votes of Parliament. He was per* 
vernment in Spain, it would be knpos^ble suaded even, that, if the HotfSe were now, 
for Pui'tugul, with even the assistance for the first time, called upon for an opi* 
which*this country could afford, efleciu- nion upon the subject, so far from re¬ 
ally to resist the attempts of France. But grelting their former opinion, they would 
if this 'country should still continue to be actuated by the same sentiments and 
hold Portugal, pending the struggle in leelingl, which were no| more congenial 
Spain, and thereby menace the Preach to the character and hpnour, than god- 
forces 111 that country, hi was sure it' ducive to the best intere^^f the nation, 
would admitted, that we 8|)ould by T^tlgey were to look the quesUoa ict 
that means etlectually proaui^ the cause his pbint of view, then,lhey evould find 
qf ,&jpaiji, and consefuently the interests ;b« measure proposed not alone due to 
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the hononr and character the ^rJtiAh importhnt instrument of hostility against 
name, but upon considrrations o^ sordid thiscauntry. Was that a question which 
interest, find it equally consistent with gentlemen were preprtred to ac^eede to ^ 
sound policy as with national honour antf Would the Committee deem it prudent or 
repulatinn : no die: .ted by maxims of politic U) leave the British army in that 
prudence an<l iiitcres*. than consoiiai.t to country, and not avail itself of the sup- 
every principle of public faith, natit^al port and additional strength which was to 
policy, and liberal, cimduct. It would be derived from the P trtuguese army in- 
not be doubted. Ke was convinced, that tendetl, by toe measure he had topropose, 
(he cause of Spain was now the cau^e nf to be taken into British pay ? If they 
this country ; and that the longer we should be of o[>inion that the English 
could make or enable that couittry, to re- ,army cuuld answer any uscfuljjurpose by 
sist thc^treiigth, and exhaust tiie military remaining in Portugal, surely it must be 
resources*(ff France, the note we should desirable to take advantage of any acces- 
pi'omote the iiiUres^of this country in the s ion of force whicli the means of the coun- 
existing war. As loilg, therefore, as there try afTorded, and whichlwould consequently 
' fuiovild remain a hope of sucies^iif Spain, eithance the nltim:fie|)ro<ipect of the cause, 
it was obviously the best policy of this Bui’^f they shouitl now think to withdraw 
cduniry to keep up the spirit oT resistance their army—-if they should, in this in¬ 
to French usurpation in Jhe Spanish na-j stance, not feel those s(intiment.s, which 
tion. The powrt' of France could ncviua made them express in his Majesty their 
be Completely confirmed, or really secure • ^appiobaiion of his having entered into a 
in Europe, unti[that power should be es- treaty with Spain after hTer reverses—if 
tabluhedon theruiasof the,iiidep(vidc<ice in the contemplation of the present difli- 
of Spain; because, so (png as the Spfnish | ct '•■jes, and witliout^'a just regard to the 
nation shofaljl continue toi;(‘sist tAe usurpa-I pro.^^ective interests of the Cause of the 
tions of France, it would be siecessary IbrJ peninsula, they should determine to aban- 
that power ^ d*vccfa groat pvopitrtioe of non l^ortugal altbgether, sure he was, that 
its strengtlf and clispostjableibrce again.H it w^ouldbe in effect to abandon llie cause 
Spaih. It was, consequently, ihe*doty as of tlys country, as well as to tarnish the 
well as the policy of this co'.witry, to fo- character and honour of ikenation. When 
ment and keep alive in th& (igpinsula he looked d)ack to that feeding, which in- 
that spirit, v^icb alone could hold out Juced parliauicnt to approve of a perse- 
any hope of success to the cause, which verance in support of the Spanish cause, 
might ttius perhaps eventually become the after the diflicult’cs qnd reverses which 
germ of ^be liberty and independence of had been sustained in Spain, he could'not 
, the world.—It W 39 :mt then a question to bring himself to suppose that any indis- 
consider, what wher^'^he best points of position would be shewn on this occasion 
the peninsufa to .w'hich our succours to maintain still the cause of the penin- 
should be directed,'or whether Spain was sula. At a period, when thf% hopes of 
under any circumstances to be supported. Spain were so reduced ; w'hf n the cause of 
The fact was, that we were at present not tha' .country was to be sustained almost 
oillj in possession of Portugal, bat that w^ within tbe walls of Cales, was it, he would 
W'ere in great sfrengih in that country, ask, either fvr the interest of the surviving 
The real question fo be considered there- energies of the Spanish cause, or for the 
fore was^ whether, in possossWin of Portu- immediate advantage of the cause of this 
gal, under such circumstances, the House countr^; ihat we should withdraw, or pro- 
should adopt the proposition,' either to fess to vfrithdraw, the British army from 
•upport those^. who were disposed to ion- Portugal?' Wfiat consequence could re¬ 
tinue the struggle in that country, or by suU from%ucb a course, hut the inevitable 
withdrawing the British army tu Icave^ subjection of Spain and Portugal, and the 
them to their fate, and abandon jheir*| necessary augmentation of the enemy’s 
cause altogether. The question he shobld^ means of hostility againit this county ?—> 
repeat, really was, whether tha^ House But it might be said, that by still returning 
should determinj to sustain the cause possession of Portugal, we should only be 
of the pcninsiL a in Portugal, or by abte to occupjr 30 , 40, or 50.000 French 
deserting it, iAve that country to be troops in that country. Even if that 
over-run by t'lejl^enemy ; in doing whiPlt, were (her tnic state of fne case, ue would 
(hey would surrender to France the ask, wheth^r^'at would not be a material 
ttioat conven'ent station, and the most object,* at a time, when the French army 
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•rdkr i9 tMA Mf jbflfw of mtQem$ 
brMig, 0 ii tuny <|f a* Mgii IJX^^XX) tteftto 
act against Uiat country ? Or^ sboUd Plir* 
tugal be left, by witharavring the 
army, m sa^b a sute« that iO,a00 meu 
would be amply sufficient to ovct-ranaM 
subjugate that nation i Such a aenticseut 
he did not e»Qct tp hear expressed in 
that'tfouse. liideeil,so cooriciced Ursa he 
ef the wiadUiu and ^icy of the measarc* 
he meant to propose^ that he should not 
have felt it necessary to make any obier* 
rations to rscommeirtd it to the adoption ef 
the Committee, if it had upt been fos 
manner in which his notice bad bee^ .re¬ 
ceived by the gentleipaa bpposite, and 
which led him to thinks would possibly 
meet with oppift'dion. ^ But it might be 
asked, whether any person could be san¬ 
guine enough jiow to hope, that the Spy 
nisb cause could succeed ? If he wem 
not sanguine enough to entertain sum^m 
expectation, still, it was his opinionMw 
the cause ought not to be abandAied. 
But what were they to tjunk of the lentb 
ments of those gentlemen, wbo^were al¬ 
ways of opinion that it was impossible for 
Spain to bold out so long—they# who 
told the House So often, that the cause was 
hopeless—that it was vain to send out 
British troops to sdstaia It—-that if Spain 
iVas to succeed at all, she must succeed 
at once—and tbattshe could never main* 
taift a protracted contest against the disci¬ 
plined armies add enormous resources pf 
France } Spain bad continued the strug¬ 
gle hitherto, however ; and iVbatever 
might be the gloomy aspect of her aftairs 
at present, the cause of the peninsula, ac¬ 
cording to bis Opinion, ought npt^to be 
abandoned. He was sangmne 
thus far to think that it woalihyiCtIftffimy 
difftcnh for France to estiibli» a 
dominion m Spain, unless J^eat i^iiain 
should separate herself frote fln^eaase of 
that countij. But a seci^or tfan^uil go¬ 
vernment !munce could nM erect in gpnin, 
without much difficulty, nor eftsfty make 
any effectual appTicatioii of thr meawi t»f, 
the peninsula in her hostility againsc iM# 
eountrp whilst (re continwAd^ hvessi^^Cf 
cffbrtSi She might oeeupy Spsde vsilmi 
army, but bier power should to OeuMd 
within the Komi of her Aititary p|ails| 
and i^wsld renuire oemiy as wgw an 
army t9<tagp ^esstcm. at a 

conquest onlfnim TiHiwiffifver had eiis } 

•voa,XYi, i I 


ned. 

mtir 


ie'^itorda. Tlifey 

wo^rtescfa them diseiplihe, and^inrosl 
U»||Mem a epklt which would uk,iiniia^ 
be^flM ruin of their oppressors.' vjliadpt 
ttote cirmmsUftces Hg should puh H 
|to whether it would be prudt^ 

ear wist^ ahandmi Portugal. Mt 
AuMirllm war bad hrisen, in a greatasiilP 
suroVout of the contest in the paUdnsuMa 
Buring tlw* progr^ of that waiy hd^eMlr 
caliOBHtous iu fesnlt had provlq, h wtoMi 
be i^ithe se^ollectioiw of ebe J9inilhHlll||' 
•one otper dey’s su^ssffd resisbiftcww 
the French army by the AuirtnalM^iNMl* 
have overtbrownj^ at^cumulsfied pwip 
■oLihe ea'Sny. That such eveifto mijbit 
mlara take place, ib wM not impOsaP 
Kie; No manhSTuld anticipate what mjgiit 
r arise of this descriptidn in the oeuras* of n 
short period, and under •all the ciroumv 
stsbcet of tto work!; but as loggf aa the 
confest wp% or could be^ maioiain^ijarthe 
: peninsula, he considered it thpbest poB^ 

[ of this country to import and pro meh s 
I it.* Under ib]^tmpreMafl^toefcMre» tm 
' sbould^moi^ <^hat>the sumni 
be granted to Ips Majesty, to Snabto hU 
Majesty i^mialm adrances lo the pasliw 
guese igbVernmfBt in support of its pnpr*, 
ticms in that kingdonv by tak^ 
Portuguese troops into the %ibfk'Pajl^* 
He^bad only to add, that itjgp jycy psad 
to make theae advana^wrtuaiij^twNliasr* 
rMgemewt madeuulptbe Portitgeeie 
vernm^, and MT by a treaty whtoh 
would be binding on the ctontry>< or Mto' 
the expendiSiire ou&of the ceoifcei<pf 
parliament. \ ' * 

Sir Mm Nmfori elyeiwod thg* JtlHh4(ft 
, ter part of the right hon.^ 0 lip.V glM 
meot had reliev^ l»m^freitt4niloh dl 0 h 
ealty, aa the advaaSe’ wJ tm gtto bb itoto 
in pursuanfift of any arranteient ttlft 
ooofd fetfcerlllFbyddg^ift-of theaHeimm 
He was adrpriaeMbat tber^M boa, gfffto 
ookldhave^ppSlbdlikat such a gtolM 
Would be agreed Co wfthSnt OppUjMpt^ 
Ifafcy oaesticm oouM prwroke (tpgjiiidllipll 
it^most V that which would "fWjrth 
cMdoge efibrto m w 


sfibrto m w 

the fight iHtoK^gi^ £01 
. l)whombiMWtPtoim 


«to IM the fight toi 
topoHww Utehombi 
to the dee«iacet8,Tto4 
gempt.leviss had ipA 
Mu thesild have tosg 
the eeabodiHDif fi 
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troops, at the expence of nearly w hul-' 
lion, could prop the hopeless dause'of 
Spain, now confined almost within ^ the 
walls of Cadiz. The right hon. gpnt. had 
relied much upon the recorded opivion of 
parliament. Whilst the Spaniards\vcre 
true to themselves, parliament was pljllg- 
ed to support th^m.^ But he denied* that 
they had been true to themselves. If 
they should be obliged to eimark the 
British army, as he supposed theyaivould, 
what was tu be done with these 50,000 
Portugypse troops ? Were they ^to be 
brought to^his country, a^d added to the 
alreadycyaormous foreign army in its ser- 
Vice, or were they to^ be sent to the Bra¬ 
zils, or to be left fully equipped wid ready^ 
to a(dd to the military force of Buona- 
p^te ? He trusted, .the right 

hon. gent, might say of the difiicuCty 
establishing a tranquil ]^,rench governyrl 
ment in Spain, that the iheans and re^ 
aoure'es of this country would not be 
wasted in encouraging an intestine desul¬ 
tory w&riarc in that kingd(.m. As^llic 
Contest was now hopeless, he tvould not 
trdst any more men to the disposal of mi¬ 
nisters, all whose i^f^asures, down to the 
present hour-,* .u'deen characlerized'b^ a 
wanton waste of bldod and treasury 
Mr.' Viltkrs said, that in promoting the 
transactions which bad b£en'jn(C<sed upon 
his attention Ijy the government,* he iiatl 
used all the energy; ^warmth, and activity 
which hir was capable of. He had 
laboured'all the zeal and industry* in 
hid i^dwer'; and \ 1 the satisfaction to 
jadd, that he had Ir.bd Vd ''^^h As 

to the question under consideration!, it was, 
in his opinion, not a question whether one 
million was to be ey^ended upon this ser¬ 
vice, but whether *.*licy were to leave the 
British army in thds country without avail¬ 
ing themselves of All the assistance which 
Portugal could aAurd in support of it ? 
He could not *}fink'that any gentleman 
would be ift that opinion. .Witli respert 
to Portugal itseilf, he coultl'assure gentle¬ 
men, that the government of th^fr country 
was administei;ed witK‘’'great''energy ^d 
vigour. Large supplies of money had 
been raised to meet the public exigencies 
-—the old military constitution of the 
country had been restored—ihc finances 
pf the country were ably administcr^'d and 
well collected—and the war department 
conducted mth m^ch energy and ability. 
As to Spain, hemibst say, and it was hjs 
deliberate opinj^j^ that if Spain had doni 
iti duty equ^ll;' >yith Portugal in support¬ 


ing th^* efforts of this country, its cause 
woul^ have triumphed, and there would 
not now be a Frenchman on the Spanish 
territory. He could not conceive why 
I any gei\tlcman could think, that the Brt- 
'*tisn army should remain in Portugal, 
without taking to its aid the important 
accession of the Portuguese army, or ren¬ 
dering the spirit with which it was ac- 
tuafed available to the common cause. 
The Portuguese army had been greatly 
improved; and that was owing princi- 
*pally to the spirit, industry, e^ftrtions, and 
activity of marshal Beresmrd, whose imte- 
fatigable efforts and attention, under the 
direction of his very superior talents, had 
raised up a most respectable military 
force in Portugal. 

Mr. CtMiyfrt should not have taken any 
part in this discussion, if not convinced of 
the very serious importance of the ques¬ 
tion. He had listened throughout with 
greatest attention to the hon. gent, 
v^ho, had just sat down, because he ex- 
'lij’CtcJ to have heard immetinng from him. 
whil^Snight induce him to continue of 
the sime opinion as heretofore respecting 
t/ie Spanish cause* No man would be 
ready to farther for Spain ; but when 
ministers themselves said, that there was 
scarcely a hope remaining^ what thinking 
man would wish to continue the struggle ? 
When they heard the hon. gent, say, that 
Spain had not done its duty, that was no 
time to think of hazarding a gallant army 
in the peninsula. He could have wished, 
that in enumerating the vigour of the go¬ 
vernment and of the departments, the 
hon. gent, had made some mention of the 
energy'of the people. As the Portuguese 
people had suffered a French army to 
over-run their country, witliout any re- 
si8tanc<^iie was not for placing much re¬ 
liance* upon the Portuguese troops; and 
heTeally'^ Vv ^lid think our gallant army in 
aA alarming predicament, if exposed in 
that couiitr^^'^under such circumstances. 
He cbuld Viot uaagine that there was any 
rational hope of success. Since we had 
first undertaken to support the cause of 
the peninsula, a great alteration of cir¬ 
cumstances had taken place and consi¬ 
derable additions had been made to our 
burthens. If the enemy could po'nt out 
what he would prefer tnat we should un¬ 
dertake, h‘e was convinced that his first 
wish would be^ that we should undertake 
to defend Portuj'ul.—It had been .I'gued 
in the of the sc«''/jVC by an 

hon. gent. (fiL' lAUslds 8 c- 7 }'^chat retrench* 
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menu in our financial expenditi:^ were pauie before they carried their 

necessary, and he (Mr. Cufwen^ waa I cdnfiAice any further. Ifever there was 
perfectly convinced of the truth of that a monaeiU that called on every reflectiog 
position, but he Was sorry that the bon. .and independent man to make that pausej 
gent, had not entertained the same <^i- and toconsider seriously what the}* were 
nion when that subject was broitgbt for-^ doinj|f! this was the moment; and if now 
ward last session by thchon. member for n^jpeted to be made use of, he feared the 
Odkhampton (Mr. Wardle). If the hoii. c^iequences would be most dreadiful and 
gent, had then stood forward with those ever to be regretted.** Bounapart6 could 
plans of retrenchment which he had so not recewe more cheering hopes of his ul- 
ably recommended since, he verily be- tiuiat^jAccess in the struggle in which he 
lieved we should not hare had to lament was Engaged, that he would derive from 
the disgraoeful Expedition to Walcherent learning that the present ministers were to 
and the. profuse and lavish expenditure of continue in office, and that th^ House of 
blood and treasure that accompanied it. Commons still persisted in plaling a blind 
He assured the House that in uttering confidence in tliemt and thereb^TlMWffl^ 
timse sentimonts, he spoke from no party , them to enter upon measures which in 
feelings whatever. He spoke the pJaiii theirine^itableresultcouldnotfailfbtffl- 
genuine sentiments of a man most anxious sVuer all toa jqrm tses. ^Buoaapart4 knew 
for the welfare of the country, which, if | *hifi acquainted with ^ur 

great care was laot taken by that lluu^e to Sources ; and^c waa afraid he depended 
check the profusion and extravagance l^ore on the fil^&digalit]^ which now pre- 
which had so long prevailed in all the d^ railed,'as more certain fo work our down- 
partments of the government inuat fal, than upon all the ,etfort8 he coUld 

reduced to such a situation that heJtrq^ mtkc«agair^ us. The right hon. gent, 
bled fur the consequences. He opifosite^h*^ talked of not forsaking-our 

the House to recollect that tlie cojfeitu- allies the Spaniards, and of tiriving *tfae 
tion had undergone a very great aJj , French out df Spain.* No man could more 
traordinary change, and*that the situation siMjerely nvish succS^^i^iJhe Spaniarda 
of that House had become very difi'erent Ihn^n niriif jnhifMih nnii 

from what it formerly was. Whem the ious to assist thpm, whilst there wa 9 a..pro- 
present famil}^came to the throne, that bability j^Hking it with any eficct. But 
House was universally looked *upon with as to 4 ifr dViving the French out of Spain, 
the highest and most unqualified respect he was afraid the notion was absurd ; and 
—its members were then considered as the he thought the vot4 ofN the Ho use this 
real representativss of the people, and no night, against the meayi rfc ^y^mht for- 
inhiister w'ould have dated to think of ward by the right hQfltfifriir if flTfHrTsiiif 
keeping his plate one moment after he sho*uld decide Jt, would be morq 

bad lost their confidence; but now nli- impor^nt than were to take half the 

nisicrs, in defiance of repeated ond con* French army prisoners. Under these cir« * 
siderable majorities, kept their places, and cumstances, coiivinrsd as he was of the 
seemed to look for aa acquiescence in absolute necessity oK retrenchment, be 
their measures, notwithstanding they had should certainly vote Igainst the motion, 
been so repeatedly told that tfi^House , Mr. JLetlU Foster rm and said^ My 
was afraid to truit tliem >He> jig^t hon. friend has, l\hink justly, con- 

could see no reason why the Fj^se should - 'nec^ the present propORi^on of his Ma¬ 
ke called on to vote so a sum of j^styj^Withi^s p»£ condueP^Wrards the 

money as was asked for pvesent Cause tbePpc^^rfrisula. It is but a con- 

resolution for the purpose*^ lakmg into tinuanc^^eauension of the same spirit of 
our pay an army ol PoAugucse sol^iers,^ British assrmneeTS^ now, however,open 
when the country was alread^so he*^vily* to the reprehension of two*classes of poll- 
burdened. But he was by no means one^ ticitnsNf those who think we never ough< 
of those who despaired either of the exer-»* to have ^mmitted ourselves for the jsal- 
tiuns, or the finshices of the country, pro- vafhm of Ibrtagal and Spain, and of those 
Tided they were administered with pru-* who, although they approved of that com- 
dence and frugality. Neither of these mittai, whilst the eTen| appeared at least 
qualities, however, were nossessed by his to be ambiguous, thilk that the over- 
Maje^jv's present ministers. They had whelming power of Frence, has at length 
long nfuch coffided. lA by the Brought this tragedy*^ nearly to a close* 

House; nowll^i^ time they that nothing is now fefi but to es« 

Mm, ^ a 
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cape, if possible, from being sharei^W^ fngagerf in a contest which is without a 
catastrophe. In support of these dfinJ'ths | parallej in the bUlwy of the world. It w 
they now appeal to events. Hopv, they the assertion of their historian?, an*! 1 re- 
contend, has vanished, and tha| there, member, that it is repeated by Dr. 
is no ionger room for prediction, lot that berUon, without any expression of their 
history has airrady recorded, and tBk in Visbclief,*that the expulsion of the Moors, 
letters of blood, the fate thal'^awaits^r which toitk place so late as in the reign 
perseverance. Tihcy admit, indeed, ifnat of our Henry 7th, was the fruits of seven 
the consideration oCViial plans we are to centuries o( fighting uninterrupted, and of 
pursue, is inseparably connectedwiih the 3,000 battles, and in most ol which 1 be- 
policy oi what %vc have hitherto Vhnjted. lieve the Spaniards had beendefeated.-— 
And that to Portugal alone, we cannot con- In the beaten but ptrsevenng Spaniards 
fine our view, but that it is for the penin- ef these days. I think we may trace the 
lula vve fi%ve fought, and that it is on the descendants of these peculiar warriors, as 
prospc cts^o Pthe p^*nin^uIa•we are now to easily as we recognise the sons of the con- 

is easy to pass over a coun- querors of Cressey and of Aginconrl in the 
t^, and to say “ it is uTl barren,** ji [s easy,, English who foiigh^at Talavera. We may 
Vdf gentleman from Waterfora, to cha- trace the same individual fortitude, and pa- 
racterisc the Spanish tience, the same enthusiastic superstition, 

anff plundciers, and iorolhe^&sHWwit'j, *he same persevering insccMbiiity of fai-* 
iiouncc them in a mass, ttt be soldiers % I lure,and, 1 will add,thesaiftoabsoJute indif- 
disunion or paliiTits in disgust. To mM ference asto liberty,constitutioii, orcortes 
these* wholesale opinions appear not Shut distinguished the ex({ellers of the 
merely unfoiindad but unsafe; to me 1 Iwotrs, It is too much, (because wr feel and 
confess* the aspect of the p'^insUta 3p- (tjeii^ledge that freedom is the first of 
pears nothing less than an cnignja, wfSicIi A ?s) it is too much to say that other 
it fc no refl^'tion on any ministers not naiioVs are to be raised in arms by no 
perfectly to have ii^tTstood;\i revolution iq|flur||mutives timn its influence. The 
bursting ou^j^^f^^TSod thc^Msfexport^d, history of Europe and of E,ngliind should 
exhibiting ewnu iw^is j)^gv^ar*'Hi^niost have taugni us, that there is another spirit 
singwfarly contradictory •mid ,pregnant promirting men to war, nnd which once 
with results, which I still no man poured all Europe forth in' the Ousades; 

living ran foresee.—If on the oitei hand and hovvet^<T wc may pionoimre on the 
we are referrea to the apathy of Ciallicia motives of our ancestors, the fact we can« 
during tbbj6tv^ut of sir ,lohn Moore, if not deny, that the greatest spectacle of 
we are «*wj;;mombei' Ocana diiJ embattled nations cver..exUibi>ed on the 

JXuMflr afd ^ \olher scenes of ^thc theatre of war, was under governments 
defeats which theSip^';^iyds have endtire^, and systems which indeed weie not worth 
and endutx^d without dt^^pondeucy* muH tlic defending. But because w^e can look 
'we not in cahdoiir jeinembcr that there back with wonder on the conduct of our 
was a battle of Qa^en, and a battle of ancestor.s> is that a reason why che Spani- 
Valencia ? arc we/u shut our eyes to the ards, who are to the full as ignorant, iiml 
extraordinary phenomenon, that in Cala- far more barbarous, should not be actuated 
Ionian the very i«xt province'to France, i by siii^'iUr motives?—Sir, I belit've, we 
the French, at Im hour, appear to ini'pfiO'ilJf^re^ccurately consider the in- 

ofien the bes *$>j|ed hs the bed-jgersT an(l - hjtbitants o^lie peninsula, fiist, as.imul- 
can we fbflffl Saragoss£^and/i«ronav Sn*, titude of ^<jy^nd pa ient peasantry, 
tliey never shaH be forgbTtJr/; Juit above buried and siipcrsfition, and 

all, shall we not do jusiicf^to^hslusiugular pectili!rrly*a\'cbstomed from their ciadles 
obstinacy* to give ijt4«.7o more gloriouj a by tbc traiittions and the songs of their 
character, which has sustained their spine ancustors, io consider the sword as the na- 
under two hundred deteats, ancUahicn in ^tural companion of the cross; and almost 
every period of the histoiy or,^paiii,^has ^inseparably to connect in idea the de¬ 
formed its distinguishing ch^arteristieV ^ fence to their religion, whli the sl;)ughter 
It is the boast of Englishmeh, tlnyt they of their enemies; and with these predis¬ 
inherit and exhtbut the spirit of their an- positions goaded into madness by sixteen 
cestors, who fouitht under our llenrys pnyi^iads of ecc^siastics, as ignorant almost 
and our F4war(|sj[ Jn candour we should ,as their flocks ; Jmt without un or a 
remember tha^ ouniiig the same peyno^, \vish foi^ fieeduih, with FVniaii</>' Settiino 
the fbrefathira oi those Spaniards were in their modths, (^8 an u»/tk£aning watch* 
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and fighting, if you will, feKite coh* 
tinuancr of the inqumition. And with 
these qualificAtions it is my most firm 
convicJion, that they would have over* 
whelmed all the armies of France, but that 
it was their mistbrtune to be curshd vtith 
a nobility in all respects the oppoRite of 
the peasantry 1 have described, difiering 
from them, not merely in their moral 
qualities, but even in their pliysical ap* 
pe irance; a nobility of various degrees of 
worthless^eifs, but with a few brilliant ex¬ 
ceptions, generally proportioned to the 
rank of their nubiiit 3 ^ and further cursed 
by a government, (I speak not of their 
kings but of the Junta,) both in its form 
and in its substance, ihe^most abominable 
tliat ever repressed or betrayed the ener¬ 
gies of a nation. Hence desperate from 
repeated treason, destitute oi confidence 
not in themselves4)ut in their commanders, 
unable to.stand belbre the French in battle, 
but still more triable to abstain from fight¬ 
ing, A very serious ta>k it was for Engl * ‘ 

, to determine what to <h» with such rj“^* 
rials. One rme antT unqitestionabkt 
tu>e they prest iited, a mition that vifuld 
fight with France, and however somelnay^ 
deplore the events that i*ave taken place, 
certain I am, that if wc had not, at least, 
tried the cNpeiiriont of fighting by 4heir 
side, these very^n nwho now most loudly 
condemn the Course wc have* pursued. 
Would be calling for the impeachment of 
these niinisti’is who hatl neglected siu'h 
glorious oppoiiuniues; who in the crisis of 
the‘fate of Fiance had shrunk fn»in the 
only field \vli« n* *thorc was a prospect of 
contemling with success; who had coldly 
refu-^ed our aid to the only allies wlit> were 
ever \%orthy of Ifntish co operation. Sir, 

I think it is ttai much an habit to call for 
the fruits of our battles, tacitly assuming 
that nothing but the absolute and coijplote 
attainment of our object can 
fought them. 1 confess 1 lakej^ifiereni 
view of this subject; shoulcf 

foresee events and cornmarflt^?^*^ is»im- 
pogsibte: it is enough for ni^/vunder the 
circumstances when the decision jwas 
adopted, there were grounds subicient to 
decide .fair judging men to resolve on as¬ 
sisting with a Ihitish army, the cause of the 
peninsula; and ff that refudution being 
once taken, there was enough to decide a 
prudentconimaiiderioadvance from thesea 
shore, and share the fiiriuneof ourallfes. . 
1 canni^tht rofore subscribe to thep^irase 1 
of (he MKJ.’r^^lau/els* of olr victorfes; yet./ 
while 1 iievcP^*' 3gree fa ‘pleasure the 

i 



ion of a battle by the mere freita 
yet even on this ground I musi 
hat never were there laurels the 
more opposite of barren, than those which 
. we all jf tnit to have been reaped by our 
|rcount^g^eii in Spain. We, indeed, wanted 
notpjs^xonvinced, thnt our army, equally 
aslmi navy, equalled in^science at|d ex¬ 
ceeded in. courage, tlf^t of any other na¬ 
tion in tile world; but if we have any 
anxiety/or our character with other 
armie^ u reputation is strength^ and if the 
reputaHon of a nation, as well as of an in¬ 
dividual, consists not in the estitydtion in 
which it holds ifcelf, but in thc^esiimatioa 
in which it is held others, 
yatiity, to cause us fo shut our eyes and 
ears to opinions of other nations, * 
I «ay, withoyt. mucli fc^ar of eontradic- 

the beginning of thdie 
Spain leayt had been con- 
ced by tha'''exertioiil of her govein- 
ent, misrepresenting our latlure at Buo* 
nes Ayreo, and other scen^ of our misfor¬ 


tunes, shat 


was 


t Britain, omnipotent by 

4 ^r ridi uious on land, 


much so, that when the armybf general 
^Spencer ava^ landed near Cadiz, than 
whw4w A fiti cr j^r my the Eng- 

lish well as 

the pity of tlje Spaniards, TTffaf iMch 
n<>blv-iool y l g% ;scddlers should be so ab¬ 
solutely Kicapable of fighting ; the*' beati- 
tilul’* army was even die emphatic deno¬ 
mination by which the Bn^^^jygt^es were 
disthiguished; and wlj^^j^w^^^Moore 
was known to be at 

that* the bcautifq^ (he ** hermoso ^ 

e.xcrcito” w'as acwvflly advancing, was a 
subject ^fioanisbsuiiu-isc. afleast asmoch ' 
of bpanif,!) exuUalioA; but when that 
army had coinmence<^(s retreut, old im- 
preosioos were revived with tenfold force, 
j hermoso' -was no longw the epithet* be* 
•gt owe d on it, but one wfilUh it is impossi- 
rbl^tor'iftioip repea^ *NOT4 ^etitbe said, 
tli^t wasj^full vinaiil^fSon of its 

fame. ^Wcjltid^d, know that British 
heriosm g^eud^me more conspicuous 
thah on.'tl^hr day^b*^ the^ray of glory 
which yiuminated that scene of 
^relreV, but feebly reflected through'" 
>the rest ofVpain from that distant part of 
thA ^ninsBfo; (he French returned in 
*triump^ to Amdrid, and boasted they had 
* driven us into the sea,*|it was certain we 
were no longer on thelland, and under 
such circamstances it ig ifotuurprising that 
a Satipn, which like Spam,miust feel con¬ 
scious that it is in the daily h|b}t of aasumv 
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ing victory to itself on the 
grounds, should have declined 
given to us all the credit which 
deservisd. Some gentlemen, I s 
opiiyon that is no great matter 
Spaniards thought about us, but 
equally indifferent to the opinions 
Prench ? Let qp not too liastity coi 
that they did fuH justice to our me¬ 
rits. We are tobF, indeed, lliul at Mnida 
and in Egypt we had '•ot ibnlL^int at 
re&t*. Of the first, I shall only sa^iliat it 
is within the last month that it has been, 
for tbe^rst time, mentioned in any news¬ 
paper of France, and that 1 believe nine 
~ the Frejvh soldiers have never 



heard either of the Battle, or of the exisj 
' asMe of such a place; and affto*Egypt, 


nuis 


f 


$f qf p6riugaU 


surely every gentle man w ho has con¬ 
versed in France* upon " 

have found that t|^eif oyinion is uui 
sally that whic^ genci*al»Kcgnier in 
mos^ able, but untrue representation, 
those events laboured to impress, 

namely, that the treaclx ry^fiMenou,«and 
the detestation in which tb?^i my 
the service Ju Egypt, and their'anxiety to 
return to France, \vi!re the erea^causes 
their that an ovefsjfifijj^wng 

force ©fi 

Tivhs, *'dntl Eidians, wliicli fie fcys, and 
which they believe, we ^pwjglit against 
tliem, furnished a decent excibs^^r their 
surrender. l!bt remember too, that it 
was aft er thea /^prdbfs of British military 
exce]le]^i^h^^Jg|i|onaparte, on the heights 

out in promise to 
^is soldiers the e^tal^«;vof the ' natiou'bou- 
'tiquiere^; let us rem%«ber also ^ur Jwn 
opinions in those days, how ^^iaeral eii- 
eogngements were J.o be avoided ; how a 
system of bush fitting was to be adopted 
in Kent; and olr hopes that England 
mightbe saved awr London might be lost^ 
or what inundatjons we should make toi 
protect it. Sjjijifi language 
ed * cautivri;' but on tlU proyfp^jljence on 
which we are now placidf-^ejgTay aiFofrd 
to acknowledge there mix- 

tnre of distrust in thg^^iod bayoni#t.uf 


arold^^y their predecessor s, and have 
brought our armies to a meeting with the 
finesr armies of France ; and after lament¬ 
ing the heroes that have fal'en, may we 
... not reflect that the heroes who survive, 
we\( by the*mere consciousness of their own 
excellence, foriii a more cflicicnt strength 
than while their numbers were entire ? 
This sentiment will be communicated to 
ihuir comrades who shall join them in 
arms, and Justifies me, Ithink, in conclud¬ 
ing, that the present ministers have added 
^ more to our strength, as well as to uur 
glory, by fighting in Spain, than their 
predecessors by abstaining from it in Po- 
iand.-^Such is the view which I take of 
what is past: With respect to the second 
pojnt, whether the time is indeed come, 
when our furthei assistance can only be 
destruction to ourseivt.-i., without being 
serviceable to our alli^u? 1 cannot but 
express a more hesitating opinion; but 
this, I say, a very little time must shew us 
and if there are indectTgood grounds of 
, any premature expression of our de- 
I '^*11 certeftniy extinguish them. 

rh&Juiita is at length fortunately demo- 
lishid. The French are again dispersed 
*ovelevery partbf the peninsula, the peo¬ 
ple are Aill every where in arms, and pc- 
culifrly unsubdued in those provinces, 
the largest in possession* of the French. 
Let us not damp that spirit which may 
still effect much, and which must effect 
soniethiiig, which must at least give long 
employment to the forces of our enemy. 
—On this subject of thus employing^ our 
enemy, I confess I agvec with the hou. 
^eut. who has last spoken, that, if indeed 
it depended solely upon us, whether our 
allies should continue that .sacrifice of 
blood, which they have«so profusely 
shed, 1 should not think us justifiable in 
pu)*cl||islng our quiet at such a price; but 
. I am on the contrary, that 

wl^ethcrll^ stand by them, or whether 
Ve forsakr^tl^Di, those gallant nations 
wilUstifl«f';-:;[mae to bleed at every pore. 
1 say lhaf yiider such circumstances, our 
assistance assuihes a new character, and 
tha£independent of the advantages to be 
derived toourselvcs; independent of, I be¬ 


have fairly**ti/ed[ that pointy so carefully 


Britain. Wlferc ‘^are the promises of 
Buonaparte now ? The very Ljfi!cu(c of 

such assertions; ridicule, perhaps theV lieve, 2(A000 Frenchmen already fallen ; 
only restraintof such a despc^would'Ven- independent pf not Ic^s than 300,000 
der it impossible for him to^epeat them. 

Sir, it is these guiJty ministers whS ha^e 
taught to him, aijd what I think of much 
more constn^nea Ji,^ have taught to Eng¬ 
land, another ^il|! of conversation. ThVy 

lIlY 


more required even to preserve existence 
in the peninsula; independent of Brazil 
^ and South Aim^rica, for ever severed from 
f our enemies; Sad independent of tl^e fleets 
|yof the jpeainsuiL 1 trustTescue^^/ium their 
grasp.; indepdiment of 'gains to our- 
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selves, there i$ another feeling fnn^ing troops in case of ill tfa(fces«» 

upon a nation, as welt as upon an indivi- He^oiM be glad to know, whether he 
dual, not to forsake our friend because he iinennt taring uiem here, or to send them 
is in his greatest danger.—Stilt, however, p Irelam, Was it wished to send Ro^nan 
[ acknowledge a limit there must the, he- rCathoj^soldiers there ? If so, it was only 
yond which we cannot go, and whenever in tl^extremes ofbigotry that ministers 
we can agree in declaring that find security ? would ask mi- 

Fundiius occidimus ncque habet Fortuna regressnm, nistcrs whether they had employed trans* 
then, indeed, the first laws of self-p^re- ports to harry away bur cavalry from 
servatiun will call on us to discontinue thence ^ this service our money would , 
the contest. But surely Great Britain be beti<!f employed. If we sent ai|t:nrmy 
will not utter such a sentiment until her to Portugal, it must be able to take the 
allies shall lib disposed to join in it. They field independently, and without occasion 
do'not despair, and I will never despair of for assistance. •When he saw* Ihinistera 
them so long as they do not despair of going to commit eyrr^vagannieap^j ?* - 
themselves, so lung as 1 should leave it in present, he thought that that House should 
their power to say to us at a future day, mterferC Id prevent the eifects of amk * 
''whence these chains? If you had stood inanity. As to an^ benefit to be derived 
firm a little longer, if you had not so soon fropi agaiAst the commOh 

fainted, we should not at this day be in fully concuijed in opinion with 

the power of our enemies.^’ 14 gallant ofii^er- who had just sat down. 

General Fer^ison rose to make a few had, indeed, never heard of 'any 
observations upon the subject under dj?^ / achievement performed by thePortuguesp, 
cussion. Much had been said by with th^ excision of that in which ^,000 
• right hon. gent, whn^roiight forward;^^ WMai,* headpd^y the liishop of Oporto, 
Resolution, of the importance of dfjKg entered Oporto anil took 24 Frenchmen 
30,000 Portuguese troops into British yay. prisoners. Ths: idea of retaining Portugal,' 

As he had been in that country.! he* theg^ori^ appeared v^^lymto be quite 
thought it his doty to tell the Hoase what force 

he liad reason to believe on the subject, attended wltl^’owmQus 

In the first plac^ then, he did not tnink cxpence. {^((eefL he had lately seen a 
there were 30,000 soldiers in Portugal: mijitary presented to Louis XIV. 

those that were there, had, certainly, by at the time of the content fo^ the Spanish 
the exertions and skill of general Beres- succession, from which ilS%ppeared, that 
ford, and other British ulhccrs, attained our ipaintaining a force in PogQ]!^i^ with- 
an appearance of* discipline; but he out advancing into 

feared that an aripv adequate to the task courws^of policy whio^^t was considered ^ 
of now defending Tortuga), must be able for *lhe interest ^..ine Trench that otir ' 
to make a stand in the first instancy, and* governmkmshoula pursue ; 'and it would ' 
if obliged to retreat, must still, as oppor- not be denieB^atthera was a considerable 
luniU' otFerfed, return to the charge, and analog^' between the cmduct of that war 
thus make resistance after resistance. He and of the present, t 
was decidedly of opinion, from whit he Mr. C. Bfl'rs/brd theu^t he should<iot 
liad seen and heard of them, that^i ^ito his duty, if he sileii^ passed by a 
very first defeat, the little diM^line of, ^isp^ragaatent of the hrav^w and exertion 
the Portuguese army wo^qld ^vMnsh, and< or.a iiatif^^hich,j/f we ai&^^ assist, 
a dispersion would be the coV/'^eace.^ miist b^}i^uce^t(L^ne necessity of having 

Mr. Fitzgerald said, that respect its troops The hon. eent then 

to the character of the Portuguese nation, meniioned^^'^Rn^tion whiem theem- 
lie agreed with the gallant gen^r^l Who perorof^ance was {tbiMt*^V^form, and' 
had just sat down. If they wereinsenfii- whid^fi&hought could not fail to affect 
ble to kiyalty, religion, and the love of die politics^of Europe: and this surely 
rouiitry, when that country was first iva&nat a tinib for us to abandon afaithfiiH 
invaded by the enemy, he would have tfo ally. He sh^ld therefore vote for the 
opinion of them even under British motion. * . 

uificers. This very circumstance must Lord Milton had aAproved of oar 
shew them that they had^Aot a man in \)rigiiial interposition ii\ the cause of 
their oAf^^^country, who ^uld Jead an Bpsin; but he disappro|el ^ the cortduct 
army. He ^«i^ed to askl^ right J^oum^ of Ale War, and particularly'U;She system ' 
gent, where h<ir^.u^ant m ^remov/i. (he now proposed, whic^ woultii convert us , 
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ioto principflfU, instead of acting/j^eiy 
90 auxiliaries. In fact, ifthisaystpnrVen 
acted upon, the Fortugaeae mo^ rashei 
consider us as fighiing for ourselres thnit 
£>r {bew, and v^hnt degree of efficient 
seal were they likely to feel in sich a 


contest? But, with what 


of 


^_ _ prospe 

success could we iq the present .sitJation 
of affairs upon the* poninsula, ahy longer 
persevere in such a contest? ^Mth the 
Ficrtie^ under the walls ofCadiz, vnd with 
alt the circumstances of the peninsula in 
view, hew could any reasonable man be 
reconoildlUtfi vote a million of the public 
the pmyose referred to in the 
motion ? But if success were even prac- 
* tkuffile, was it wise to vote suah *a granf 
for such a purpose ? It had often been tj;ie 
psactice of thi# coTtlVli V^'Se^ubsidize 
foreign troops; but, he believe , _ 

never before eiUejFed tlte,bead of .a 
BngUsh statesman, to grant subsidies to* 
Portuguese force, to those, in fact, among 
whona.the ma^rials for an arm^ cquld 
not be found. ^ • %»• 

•Mr. Thurne^ spoke against the motion, 
and propo<ibd an amendm^t, That the 
chairman sboulj^^ve the report* 

progress, 


vindicated 


•ig" 

_ ^ rCVer of 

the Portuguese people, Jlrngj^s whom, he 
contended, there had be^oorepy noble 
displays of genuine patriotism and mili¬ 
tary sp irit, j p^reof of this, he could 
refer to3QRJ^omcers who had had^op- 

and particu¬ 
larly to sir iS^ert ^^ilson for whos^& con¬ 
duct at the head*of rag^'^ortuguese troeps, 
it would'be#, recollected thattjfere vras 
before the House ayhoticc ^/^^tion for a 
vote of thanks, l • 

' Mr. Bankes a^roved of the amend- 
moqt;. and if it h« not been put, he should 
not have hesitai^ to give a direct nega^ 
tive to the orJj^al.motioti. 'HyAMneined^ 
the statM^'onbcttltV and ejA^l^sacn^t' 
whichi the. HouseAwaa.;^Hacf&*^v this 



heard him, that this project p Tiu- 
guese levy was first formed i^Aovemberi 
1808-; yet not a word abot|b* t wa^i^jen- 
tioned in the subsequAit sei^na, nor until 
very lately, when the project w*j, it ap¬ 
peared, but v«*r 5 |timperfectly carrieil into 
execution. In Let, the House was calleil^ 
Upon for a v</eLo|provide Tor 30,000 ntenwj 
before aQp,optl|at'b>)dy appeared to 
been raised. / But he^'caold uevur (persuade 


0, <f PoftHgal. 

himselTTo assent to such a motion; and^ 
among many other reasons, for these two^ 
which were obvious; first, that we had 
not a roillioii of money to spare; and se* 
condly„that if we even had, this was not 
^he way in which we ougiit to dispose of 
it For any eflicient purpose of war. he 
really believed that 3,000 British soldiers 
would be of more use than 30,(KH) Portu¬ 
guese, and why, then, should the country 
be bnrthened for the support of such a 
I force? He very much doubted whether 
^our conduct towards both life Spaniard! 
and Pewtuguese, was not calculated to in¬ 
duce an opinion among those people that 
every thing was to be done for them and 
nothing by them. It would probably 
haVe been betrer if not a single Britisn 
regiment had been sent to the peninsula, 
and that means had been taken to excite 
these people to struggle for themselves^ 
ban to take so much of the straggle into 
jnr own hands. Too mudi money, per- 
had been furnished to them. They 
t to have been rrged to look to their 
owiE^ertions, and if an adequate spirit 
haduxisted, they would have found gold 
stherfsrlves, or oreated a substitute for it, 
as was tke case in the popular struggles of 
America and France. Throughout the 
whote of the contest he |hought that the 
people of| Spain and Portugal had been, 
encouraged too much to look to this coun¬ 
try, and too little .to themselves. This 
was a mischief which, as far as w'as prac¬ 
ticable, ought to be lemodied. But for 
this purpose the pre^e^t motion was ill 
calculated, because it prepusod that wc 
Should become principals in the war, and 
take the Portuguese people into uur pay. 
Where, however, he would asl? gentlemen, 
were the means to be found of advancing 
this payment ? He begged it to be consi- 
{ deij py. t hat only t2.5,000/. in gold and 
f vcTchi4jrby any means be procured to 
•pay iOurWoo^ in the Expedition to 
: Walclq'.r^^lij^nd it should be borne ja 
iniiid^ thqt^ipney must be sent to Portii- 
Ltal; for ^at ^loiie, particularly in the 
evont yfjnvasion, could serve for the pay- 
mt^t of our military force. Paper would 
not answer. In the prei^cnt sctu'city of 
bullion then, he roque^^ted the particular 
consideration* of ihe committee* to this 
pomt. The enemy were now,, perhaps, 
ii\the possessi'ui of Cadiz, which in fact 
i scaped inva^diate capture only through 
an accident, mil the £:dlculatigig<" of mi- 
^aVAters liajl ^-u disappoinv-rd*^ All their 
pre()iQtioAs wsre fab'svftS, even that of 

V. - Mhich 
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\v(iich they heiil out an B<suianbe'%o late 


as liie vSiii of January last, was i)iss(pa!ed. 
Tl)e Cones, which were to be •muicclfau ly 
asseinbied, had not even a Ttovn in 8 {.v(in 
to meet in The Ex|jediti 'n m W-iIcht rcn 
had i'fiiled—totally tailed, and was there 
an individual in that House wiio wt uld not 
wish J^xpediiioii had never taken 

place? In fact, nothing that iniiiiAteis 
pronii'«ed was iulhllcd—nothing they Spe¬ 
culated upon was successful; and was it 
then po-s^ible, that the committee, with 
such amfde%nd recent experience, could" 
consent to invest ininrsters with the means 
of engatring in any farther hopeless spccu* 
laiions r—Thai which we had learnt from 
past experience, we sliould now adopt 
prospectively for our fulure policy.* It 
appeared to liim quite romantic to expect, 
that a Hritidi army of or C5,000 men, 
even with whatever co-operation Portugal 
could give, would be able to maintain n war 
on the Spanisii peninsula ns princip?' 
against France. Hr should therefo^,.j^ 


to tile enemy ; while the Ojher 
tje patriotic Mand.ird. Not ohly 
'ii', Vi.'liucs hut tin* ulouataie'* wJre still 
Kbhtinamy s*» that th^ cotninu- 

fii. rttiy^ls id »hc F ench W'cre ncvt-rsecure; 
We^jul been :u custom* d i*- conshler civil 
w^iftas the most huri.ble *d' a!' kinds of 
liohlirities, but he Ijeli^ved ihnl ihcrc 
never was a civil war so horrible as that 
which wn.« now raging in ypain. He he« 
lieve^the massacres, tlie pillage, the 
violence oilered to women wen dliparaU 
leled. He had lately been witness to 
dreadful airociyes of this descijption com¬ 
mitted by the French in that, {p'Jnlry^ 
The town of Puerto Tluel surrendeiecJ on 
^certain t^rms, and Victor, upon ent erio g* 
it. published a proclamation, promising 
tSi inost^ifcct security to all the intiajji- 
Unt&^Mevcrthelesfi, he had hardly taken 
.jpossession of i^/beford’h? ordered the men 
{%ho were most of them artilicers the 
(locks of Cadis) to be imprisoned, and the 
fetpalqf were marched dofrn to St. Jfary*«, 

Iaw flV l\«a 


commend tu l)ie committee an<i to vio^tffed by his army» No one 

jrsty^s miti'-sters, to husband the re^jj^es | could wi^so dreadful a state pf things to 

bpt still :lhe patriots of Spain 

\ V • t B 


of the couniry for our own defence and 
looking upon that as theasoundest li{e of 
policy, he felt himself bound Ao oppose 
the sAotion. 

Mr. Jftcob defied that France haif any 
complete occupation of Spain, ^dthcr civil 
or miliiary. If he were to look over 
the map of Spam, and begin from the 
noithcrn province *)f Catalonia, he would 
there lind the Freilch by no means masters 
of tlic province y and he would be at a 
loss to s whether there were at this nw- 
mont more Spanish towns besiegeej by tfie 
French, or towivi occupied by French 
troops besieged by the Spaniard-^. The 
coirimimications were so completely cut 
oif, that the French could not semi ^ letter 
from Barcelona to Gcrona, witJali”J!i,.an 
csc.irt of at least 500 

In the next province of there was 

not a Fiench soldier, boV*:*!* Spagiavds 
had at least 50,000 men, art^wcd wjth dif 
ferent weapon-'. The French! had obtain¬ 
ed but little footing in Murcia »nd Gtena-' 
da ; and, gem-rally speaking, those towns 
only 'were sunemlcred to them, which/ 
were undi r the influence pf the nohdity 
and gflttry of iaige estates; but the m%-s* 
of Hift.people were patriotic, and the vil« 
logos were still defended against them, 
after tlia towns had beeiVbetr:iycd. Hfi 
beiiev^,,. that atnung we nqhihry an'*’ 
gentr\, there w'er«t|\'o brot]jeae»-ftftc 

01911 of great 'pdl^bfiiom for 

VOL. X\T. / 


conti nue 


opurcssor^ond^.Gallicia and some *^ther 
provinep^i^TSS. by their own exertions, 
driverf the F’rench out ofdhcir country. 
Spain was still far fiinfF(*djeing conquered 
by, France, and Buonapaitfr^cquld have 
derived far greater jbat 

couqfry by goverr/)lg irss'Torm^rfy'Sy'' 
h*A intluencc. H VcouTcl not scjmrete the 
cause >ain from tliat of* Portugal, and, 
thought way we could act for its 

defence w’ouul he tc^uake use of the co¬ 
operation of the Portj^guese. He hoped 
sincerely that there -yas no gro.m^(l for 
despair; but even if S,oain W'as to be lost, 
iiAvas-^ardfiahle tlnjt fleet would be 
saved. y®Vnevet/the per'rtd.Tor dc.«pair 
siioni&'^rlWj-b^trusted tjiat proper mea¬ 
sures taken to meet it. It would 

tlifn wirdom and polity of 

whoeWr* should their ministers of 


Ihisfc tv*iiury, still to protect the distant 
but valuiHe portion of the Spani»^h empihe 
to ^vneritX*and prevent tno.^e rich colonies 
from fallinAinto the hands of France. 

' Captain rnrker spoke in faovur of the 
resolution. It hsd |pen said that the 
cause was hopeless. *i He denied it—It 
Ajc^ld not he hopele^,^o\ while tliere was 
fife there was hope.* ^eia^cd, jfit be¬ 
came a generous fiotrer Akc England to 

Tj * # # # , , ^ 
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abandon a friend in tlic moment 
tress? Gentlemen had argued* A^our 
assistance could do no ^ood, bil ^vouldl 
not OUT refusal of that assistance A eonsi^ 
dcrable ■ harm ? The Portuguese troops 1 
bad been greatly abused, as men uwilb 
ing or incapable of defend in|: themsel^s. 
Put them tmdef sound British olTiCers, 
and he would warrant they could be made 
something of. Let such men as the victo¬ 
rious lord Wellington, or the gallanl^inar- 
shal Beresford, have but the leading ol 
them, and he would pledge his existence 
that unSttr such men they would never 
runaway* The grant of itself was wise, 
■^JuWt'Such a criticjtl jjeriod it was indis- 
^pensibie, and he should thcre{b|;p >tote in« 
fidplToi-t of it. 

Mr. I^'hitbread spoko in coiQplimentEt^ 
teftn'g of the characteristic fervlytm a^ 
spirit so becoming his youth, and his pror 
fession, that breathed 'thVoughout the 
•peecb of the gallant oflicer who last sat 
down. He could have wished, however, 
to hav4 seen that spirit mOfte prdltitgl^^) 
exercised. An allusion hod beeimade to sir ' 
SiJiiey SroAk, the onjament to his profes¬ 
sion and the glojjl^f his coahliv- He 
^certainly ijayrt^Sn^tj^^jistic^y^e 

Mgrvi rt»s at 

AcreimuThe believed had itjiq t ^en for 
the check the conqueror df then 

and there' met yvitli, that, bad as tn% pre¬ 
sent condition q^«£urope was, it would 
have been aMt^ially worse; but Buona- 
B arte. to use the lan- 

_ isge of (Mr. Jacob^,»the 

period of despair, vinS^g^poscd to mcct^L 
^ We should prqfit by tn^cssen-^r csi ah 
hosie Uoceti —Jet us know whepii^ery fur¬ 
ther effort wilt bqr' a fruitless waste of 
blood and treasurj^^ and cease- to continue 
to make them« ^ent. had en¬ 

tered iiito a detail/of shocking atrocities, 
alUdged by hin^o be commktqddDy the 
French in^axti. lie ani!lQ|,wttne3s 
to them? And if he w'su^ot,*(A;ir^^?Vere, 
why were they'detailed to tbgjqbnmittee, 
unless to inflame 

whose their fBdCTsnVbnly shouldbdecide. 
Abuses, no doubt^ must have pr^f^i^cd ; 
but were ^ntlemen aware of jUSae com¬ 
mitted under circumstances of^i^ss pravp- 
cation, where the clergy rVeived the 
'mandates of power, to asi^end uicir pulpits, 
and issue from th^m falsi^hoods not more 
rank than they ^ere notorious I But if 
theie was thisy^^.irrt in Spain that had 
bedn contendedioV, where were its eflactsV 
Were they yjspl^in syfl'ering the Fiencli 


troops flrpasa over the face of their couii- 
itry li^p light through an unresisting me¬ 
dium? Where they manifested in the de- 
_ fence of the Sierra Moireua*—a pass that 
500 resolute men might have defended 
^lgainst an army ? They had been, indeed, 
gravely told, that the post could not pass 
unmolested. No doubt this ijwas a most 
serious calamity, and a conclusive proof 
of the energy of the popular spirit! only 
unfortunately they had the same proof in 
another way in a neighbouring country. 
*At the time of the troui)les in^Ireland the 
post was conveyed throughout that coun¬ 
try'under constant military escort. But 
what, in the name of common sense, was 
the object in keeping up these troops in 
Portugal ? Was Portugal chosen as the 
arena in which they Vvcre to fight over 
again the battles for the liberties of Eu¬ 
rope? Orwhat they had bben refused under 
better auspices were they to hope to gain 
dcr those that were less/avourable ?^ 
•right hon. the Chancellor of the Ex- 
ker had talked the benefit of an 
Au^fbn war, but he seemed to forget 
that Xie situation of Europe was clianged 
•r*th£ the new,idea of marriages and 
fetes dre\% the connection between Prance 
and Austria closer and made it finder : 
that Ivhat Austria lost b^v the war she 
was likely to gain by this marriage, an 
event so fortunate for her broken down 
condition, that it might well be said, as it 
had in a former instance of the Austrian 
reigning family, 

** Ct qua. Mars negataliis, eaffetn dat tibi ^'cnu«.*’ 
But with respect to ibis transaction rela- 
t/i’e to the Portuguese troops, thn House 
bad not been treated fairly, lie must 
condemn the practice of advancing money 
for such a purpose without the consent of 
parliament, and it appeared that on the 
28tltJ^^''ebruary bills were drawn for 
phe 'inone)K#^iich was not voted till the 
8 ifh of Maj^qllt^^ing. Why had not the 
IIou^ IjeeiM^^i^med of those bills, which 
were'a^ th^E^tjme drawn, by the foreign 
secretai'v ? Il'hcy had lieard a good deal 
of Eaglislit-valour, and how far it might 
be relied on in restoring the cause of 
8 pain« He, too, tlKHight highly of Eng¬ 
lish valour, bjit be thought as highly of 
English patience; butpatlentas thepeople 
of this country were, that patience, like 
eveiiy thing human, had its limits. The 
vigour of theV vigorous administration, 
unight wear it f ut at last. Buhl'll they 
Iwxejo vote tjiih million ho 

wishctT'f^iiho^ tn bnha^;? 


PAUL. DEBATES, 


Ttadt, 


[H 




^Here the hon. gent adverted to tbe evi¬ 
dence of Mr. Huskisson before the Scheldt 
Committee; the substance of Mr. Hus- 
kisson’s answers going to shew, that if an 
array of 40j0(X) men had been, in July 
last, landed in the north of Europe, it 
would have required 500,000/. to set them 
in motion for a given time, and 300,000/. 
to subsist them for that time—one moqth; 
and, that this country could not at tliat 
time have contributed that extraordinary 
supply of 800 , 000 /. Did not a statement J 
of this natu% require examination ? Did ( 
not the question, after such a statement, 
call for further consideration ? It was for 
this further delay he now contended. 
Spain had not done duty—no matter 

from what cause—the people, had, how¬ 
ever, some excuse—they had been under 
the selfish sway/>f an aristocracy, that 
only wanted to use them as an instrument 


exercise of discretion ou tbe sob- 
ect. ^verting to the observations made 
y tbe Ipn. gent, on his evidence in the 
L'ommijwe, he observed, that the cal^uU* 
ions idlo w'hicb he then entered were 
fouiyled on the supposition, that our ex- 
peeifi^ture in Spain and Pc^ugal would be 
upon the scale on which it now was. It 
was unfair to infer from* his evidence that 
he did not believe sufficient specie for this 
purpose hould under any circumstances 
he obtained. He was satisfied, that if a 
proper time were allowed, and h good 
price given, saecie would rabidly flow 
into the country. , 

Mr. Bathurst not bnly deprecated ai^ 
further’de^ay, but thought that rainitA^ * 
ought sooner to hs^vc called for the deci* 
sit^i of.,p3Hiament upon it.. Whatever 
Itightoe the blajpe duj; to the comlect of 
jlip .campaign*in the p'bninsula, it was 


that it would be highly disbogOurable ftir 
this country desertf a cause which be 



to effect their own narrow purposes; J^nough mrhim to know that an allianoe 
their implicit confidence had beenabusf.7' with Portugal had been concluded, ami 
by the blind bigotry of an intolerarijr thaePostugal. ,in virtue of that alHance, 
’ priesthood—a priestiMod,'that whaie'/iysfJj^ttUlfciftidedjSlur assistance. He conceived 
preached, practised not th% gospel it b^ght * ' ' • • .... ... .. - 

not alone to preach but practice ; they 
had had the sword in their hands as idett 
a.s the crosier—and that they had had, he 
feared, in their hearts any thing bu;^ the 
meekness, humi/ity, charity, and peace 
that their blessed master had inculcated 
by his pure precepts, enforced by the ex¬ 
ample of his apostle’s life, and sealed by 
the lastsulferings of his all atoning death ! 

Wlqle he (Mr. W.f valued those precepts 
and that example, be never could take 
pleasure in setting man agaimst hisfelloWi 
man in a hopeless struggle. He thought 
the presentjcause hopeless, and as such, 
he never would consent to its being use¬ 
lessly and cruelly protracted. 

Mr. Hvskmon did not cUnceive’ t^at to 
watch the struggle of the 
Portuguese nations, and if triumphant 
alone, to plant our bftnr,"rf With theirs,* 
would be either a wise or 1th honftur^ble 
policy. Certainly, Portugal'Vas not the 
place that we should purpl^el^ select for 
the arena on which to fight tht last fiat- 
tlei of Europe, but this was not the ques¬ 
tion. The question was, whether we were 
to withhold from •his Majesty’s ministers 
the meaAs by which -the contest might be 
rendered more Ukely to be successful in 
its termination. The yote of this millhm 
did not impose on ministern^the necessity 
of exp^tVdine it m6pain ^ Portugal; ft 
gave them hfefnrly the povw of doir^^wM 
and .OQ them W 01 llc^?est ihje resj^i^ibi|ity 


pnd British officers, would 

foL'm a Efficient army. 

The question being 410 Wloudly ^called 
for, a division took ^a<^-the post¬ 
ponement 142; Against .i^<*^V)^-i^ Msgp- 
rity (i 2 . The originsti'ffioti^" 
carriSd without a 

OP LORDS. 

J^aday, March 

[Slave Trade.] Lord Haiiand rose« 
pursuant to notice, tqrecallthe attention of 
their lordships to the address adopted by 
that'HoAiie^iand th^dec^sioji they Had. 
come tp.VhyjjOd, respecting the “abolition 
of the Slave l^rs^. In U»t address hie*' 
Majesty ^V^ted to instruct the se¬ 
cretary .-'I heic for 'foreign ailpirs to take 
the mQ«lV*effectual^ conjunc-. 

tion withStber foreign states, for ihe.ge- 
,heral abolition of that inhuman and odious ^ 
traddt^ A period of more than three years ' 
had since 'elapsed, but scarcely any thing ^ 
ha 8 durtng that time been heard of wha£ 

I progress nad been made dr was making 
^towards the accompHshtnent of t|jiat de- ^ 
sir^le end. This wa} d Object wbtoh^^ 
should not be allowed toplc^g^ Sweden,; 
at the time that address waTinoved and 

• ) 



I 


13, \%iO.^Voreign Expeditions. 

j**sty otr’lliK ftutiject was very forcible and 
sO'tinii, and that undoubtedly H ouglit 
most scriotioly tu be 7itiend* d tu ; lie 
should ihorefure idibr iio ( bjociiun to the 
addrooa^iioved by the noble loid. 

The motion, was theudbie agreed to. 
[KoKiiicN lixPEvnTiONs.] Hic Ivar! of 
Darnfcif rose v* make his proniis^ d inoiion, 
leHOCL’lmi^ the send, ig on foreign service 
•^.o Ibrgc a portion of ihe regular loice 
or the kingdom. Ills lotdshi)) began by 
taking a retrospective view of iht* inc;i- 
surcs of the present adminf^tration, or 
rather of the omduct of the men ^^lio 
have been in power in this country siiuv 
the fatal battle of Auslerln^. Wiili tliat 
d&'cistve action emled, in hU opin(on> ail 
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assented to, h^d hut narrow means 
ryingonthat trade, The exten 
truflf'c. earned on by the subjer tst 
den. had since, however, consider 
creavcd. With Spain and rorim} 
influence at the preii nL moment shonld 
naturally be. great, and therefore it 
betiikcn adv irit^ycjoflo atcoUratetne at- 
tainnuiiu of un objv^ct wlncli \v<‘ solemnly 
professed lo have so much at heait. More 
however, could be done to thattfteci with 
the ijiiilcd sillies of America, than with 
any otiv-i'power, and he llu^led the op- 
portiinityp^fiord'U so fbrVJniitely by the 
presiuit ncgocialions for touching on tliat 
fiubjeef would not be negicefed. It should 
■>h ^ ij iadc fho recipiocal object a^d‘mutaal* 
interest of those two governments. We 
Bl)4)uld declare lo'*Aii)tiica thut we wolpd 
put in force 
again it that trad 

conibscate every ship discovered to be eifi-y compli'd-ment of an object wliich bad so 
ployed bi it. AmcricM should be invited boconie hopeless. Accordingly, tiiey 

to adopt, and ac^t upon, the same jegida- fuied in all their expeditions; or il they 
tion, and in the execution tne* H’-r v>:ccdcd in one (the expedition against 


hopes of the of the mdepeud- 

euce of Euicpe. Yet t^y a blind fatality, 
all the penaliies'^actWk! the government of this cornu.;, continued 
adc* aiid.’tljul we wquiJi to embark in wild enterpn-es lor ihc 


a<> 


goycriimeqts should Iciid each oHhcr their 
mutunl support. Far if, as Ije trusted, the 
Slave Tia.ie Imip^ccrj proved^tJhbo^n-* 
trary to it 

niUNt,uJsu. U^-foiTtrary "to \Ii‘?"TW-ut' nii- 
tiot^s. And surely liiere^Tiey£jj> was a mo¬ 
ment .when i!ic law of natidns^li^dit move 
vigilantly to ^bo attended to, anti more 
strictly be obse,pVilf than the present. It 
was up*m thip violation or the obseiv^jnce 
of thing seemed now 

lolui n. *'vlnat wo^l be thought qf* this 
•country—in whaf li^J^^oold the decision 
of the Briti.slulegislature be coii;> 4 eiTd, if, 
aflcr having adopted rneasip:''lfso serious 
and come to a ilei isioii so solemn, for tlie 
abolition of the Slave Traule, we should 
aftefwardi seem to firget th\t we hiul 
ever entered into the meiils of this ejues-* 
tion, or adopted^sucK giavo [-t^ohitiobs ? 
The object iSt his pieaent was to 

prevent fiuch 4 suppositio*i, jin*l(?ascer- 
taln what steps had bt^i^/Jl-atKjbn by his 
Majesty’s government ■ loir VijW-hig rhe 
qbyevt of of that into " 

^ecution. His lordship cone)u^di with 
moving an humble address his Ma-*J 
jfsty, praying “ That there bi^^Jaid kt-foro 
tW House copiea or extraffts of several* 
representations, and the answers (hereto, 
which Itad been made to the ministers of 
' d^flerenk foreign states respecting the abo- 
ofihe Slev< ’fiade/' . ^ 

The Barl^of J^iverpool wasready id con¬ 
fer that thevWH^ess presentod to* his Ma- 


CoWiiU iigcn), the succes.-* w,!S overba- 
laiicVd l)y the disgrace of the achievoment. 
(t nfi;ht be said.of the tenor niui chaiac- 
tcr of tkeir cxpcditioiia that tJiey wore 
** Monifiuin nulLi viriutc vedemptoin a 
** vitVi'. 1 ” They ciowned^all ibeije heroic 
expeditions by the last, that 10 Walcheren, 
of which he ohonld now lake bin lutle 
notice, trusting that the conduct of those 
who framotl and executed that expedition 
would be brought bclofe their loi\Uhips in 
a more solemn and regular manner. Hu 
oould not, however, but observe, that of 
the wl^ole of the military Ibice employed 
in that expcdi’ion, not one hall remained 
fit for service. This would appear from 
the late returns. Yet it \Vas, afier the 
fruiij^^sacrilicc of so many brave men, 
wild and unavailing profusion uf 
much b^o*ad and treasure, iliat ministers 
were now'•preMving to drain ihn country 
of the «smalI Regular force that yet le- 
maine.d fi<‘*iU deti nee.—lie was loiry our 
galiaiU arnly had not a mor-e able advo- 
cat<f ihai^ tko could pretend to be; bub 
seeing tlie conduct of ministers in the light 
ill which he did, he could not but conjure 
that House to interpose^ and rescue the 
remains of our brave army from the saern 
fici^ to which the tolly and infauiation of 
.ministers were pressing to doom therA. 

' The report of\tUeir intention to, send on 
tbroigiv SiqFvice'^ill the •remaining'regular 
troops*iVn the kinyr4aai> was too 
genj^ral^'^llot td' luy^sSme fouudatioa. 
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How far it was founded in fact be Wished ble*^ employ them than in the last hol4 
to be explained. He wished mtyeover. oVSpan^Li independence, than in 
to aMiertaiii what were our remaining re- . where fie iuyal Spaniards may have do-^ 
sources tor the iiUernal defence of the posited then lemaining treasure, and f>on| 
country ? It might be objected to hi.s mo- ,which,,5n case uf an unavailing defence^ 
tinn LliHt It would be conveying: impriipcr' W’c may aid them in rescuing it boua thn 


iiii'oim ttion lo the enemy. He did no< 
beiave it would atloiil the eneniy more 
iiili rinaiion tlijii he w'as .dready in po»- 
of. He la•lie^ed indeedtlir enemv 
knciv full as much a^ minisrors of the in- 
teimd siiii.'tion of the countrv, ami tiiat 


gnpc of a rapacious enemy f saw 
no)/os:)ib)e d.mgci' that icouUl front 
sending this force ubf^ad, wdiilo it wou)4 
be ariiiig in conforniiiy v^ith the pledge 
wc inid g'vcn to ^paiu, and in unison with j 
the *'f)iriL tvliicli firal pioinpuct (Ins cuuq- 


TOM Inip.s wo^Ul not be knowing much. I’oi* try Ht*c6iiou.se the. cause ot the Spaiitsh 
oi'ur the gross and shamctitl ienorinuM’ oi pairiot.s. in that view he wouhj give hit 
wliich they had been convicted m liu* voie agaiii^L tli^ motion oi iiie*noblu lord, 
flaming of ihcir expednions, it w.u not 'I’ho Oan'nx/iire supportitd 

easy to imagine they ctvild be in jios-essiMii jetlio mention t>l bir. noide frn-nd in a maiden^ 


of any correct information. Tlio country speech. He jiartu ularly oh^i cU*u ’’to 
>ln>oid not be kept in llie dark, wlien its dta^oig moic ineii liym I'ctainl. Hu 
nio^t vital interei:ts weic at stake, lie ^b^ll<V'd that at the present moment 
should tlicreloix-*move an humble address *tliere was no! m ihuli pan ot the empire 
lo his , praying‘'Th It lie v\ oni ! he i'I'io'ie ihiitJ tllreo or four thousand re-* 

giaciiKisly picgised to give diic tions thc,t j gular troops. Was th.it a sutUcient force 
there be laid before that llou'^e a return j to secure it against any .^lUdJen incursion 
• the amount of the jegular military (i,'i''V.Ljhi't ii^ight^ l.t- rnaiie into tiiat ctumiry ? 
now ui iliese kingdoms." He so ;ui.'ong llivir lord-hips who liko 

Lmd Movnfjotj expressed hi'i siirp ise at hinis< !f weic iiiLeresitd in tlie fate uf ire* 
the wide ringe'\vh((h l|ie .speech c/ th^ i laniI..sljouUUeiu)Uf,iy to that ciicmn- 
noble lol l hail taken. He nvimld not. st h.cc. \nty,,|sctc mu ii. 
agice with toe iit-blc lord tiiat ihe livp-i ein'plf'Xrrd cn foiv gh 'e-.jpediiiona; wa» it 
our soldiers hajl in aav of tlic expeivilious ^ th ii they,'-on!d, not hu irusiod : and ihal 
aiiudt'il to, been saciificed in vtin. Had i more iei;jr.ijct.. w;h pl.<ccrl m tin; sicadioew 
tiu'V not ullordcd ihe opportuniiv of prov- alid hddlity of the Butish Ij'oop.-;? What* 
ing lo the world our chaiattfriMic supe- ever w;t.s ihe rc*ison, ,iv4ivas galling to tho 
liority, and id reviving the glory of the in Icclmgs of the tuuntry to sec their btave 
trenid valoin, the* ardent spiiit, ; nd the toCiiitryuieri taken tr* - 'x^cnce of 

• I i . I .-Ik .-1 « Vf' .1..!. . t . .1 1. } 


Steady discipline; of liiitisb troopkSWa.s liiei; native ^oii, perhaps w be usrlt'ifcly ' 
not that in it.self a most biilhanl ami irji- saiiuli cd m thesppport><d afi'ieigu causey 


porianl resuli Neiiher could he amtfe I If nnivf. ■li.Min oitreat thC'r loidsliipa to ^ 
with the noble fnrd tiiat oui loss had been look lo i../;. slate of In land, and they 
so great in* the Sciieidt Expedition as h.ul would then st e the iiiipidicy of sendtnf 
been reprcstfnied, or that the eouniry more troops abioad.-—On the ^uc^tion 
would bo left ao bare of men as the nobic being put, 

lord seemed to insinuate.—According to * The hart of rose, and sard, ho 

the Medical Report on tht-ir Jord'^hip’s had trystcd^hai his^Majesty's minister*, 
tablu nuwt of the. men who had returned now in j heir place«rwould have returned 
flick from Walcheren, wv uld be. aide to some ansivt-f to the arjiUuiciiU he advanced 
resume actual service by the. monthkS of in support of tiie motion ho bud made* 
Way and June. They w.mld *conse- Tlp ic .rjiiy.hjr'iit. unanswerable ulijixtian* 
mieiilly be in a condiiion to supply the • to it, I'j-ylit necame the. ^pj^^-'Jords to h*v« 
^iiice of those troops which it mighi now '•tnten iliesc ohjeciicms as <he gixund of 
be the intention of government to send the r opp;.:iiiion. 
abroad. There .were objects of high in-' ,/]V|e E;u'l oi //«rrou/y had only to 
terest at .stake—uiMoubcedly no oppor- serve, that the indd« hurd beemad himself 
lunity should be omitted of a'lMstiiig and to aa'icipatc un-n-'werable (bjectioiiB to 
encouraging the Spaniards and Poi tUL,<;t,e^e, hi'* inoti'*u; <uid lie we&ld l^-ave jt to th^r 
whenever they made a 8i.*^id ..no seemed^ loul'hips’ coii.»jder»»if.a, how i'w* it wa* 


sonu‘ 


4 



tering into a long accusation of the yon- 

m ..1 
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cui'ed, Ibould be obtained, and with this 
•view y^s lordship moved for the appoint- 
maii of a Select Committee to inquire into 
the state of the atfkifaf^of the Ea^it India 
Company, and to report thereon.—-Or- 
'dcrcil. 


duct of government, at a time not hhe most 
decorous for indulging in such I'Ciisral 
censure. Without Tirt!.. p fiitcrilg into 
any of those subjects di.. j-px-d iVy that 
noble lord, he truste;) th^ Itousc would 
see the impropriety of ;ifc<.dirg to 
present molion.-^-Thc inolion wrs 
tived without a divki'Oi. 

[Roman CATHmjc Pi/nTii* r. j The 
I Earl of Donou»hmore. presented l.vo peti¬ 
tions, one from the h..»lv of the 

Catholics of Iielamh f-’.d the .uher from 
the CaUielics of the ^ .n.uy lud of the 
city of Cork, llis i nJ liip dwelt with 
much force on the fji^i olirijj disabilities 
.under which the Catholics w* le^uficring, 
wISr although they Ind e^stnUvdly pro¬ 
moted the agricultui id, tlie commercial 
and the. manufacturing <d‘ tht 


iiof’sr. or COMMONS. 

• Monday, March I U. 

[T.i'Facti of Privilege — Mi;. John 
Calf. .foNFs.] Sir F, Burdtu ro.^c, pur¬ 
suant to the notice he had gi^cn, to call 
th(i attention of the House to a measure 
which had been adofjted by them, involv¬ 
ing materially the rights and the liberty 
of the subject [see vol 15, p. 502.'] he 
meant the Rcsoluiii n of the House, by 
which John Gale Jones committed to 
I iSuwgale for a breach of the privileges of 


empire; who althwigh tKe^ served* the House. He lamented exceedingly, 
their country botTi in the army and navy I that in consequence of indisposition he 
with valour, tirlelity, and sioal, were ex- ^Vtd not been present at time that re- 


cluded from all t4ic upper ranks in the ad¬ 
ministration of justice, and'tHj^lhe* 
and navy—the Catholic" peers willed ath 
miftance in% that House—and the consti* 





ariseif in the way of the ih^sired arrange¬ 
ment, but he trusted lhal*lllP5tjH^fricuitie8 
would soon yqpish, and that a long timb 
would not clapse^b^lprc the rights of the 
Catholics were conceded to them. lie 
int enclc( I}ftwiii<jil^||ia i1iy to submit a uio- 
bpon i'tR^lfbject to their lordshipri. 

, The Petitions were ordered to lie on Uie 
table. ^ • 

* [East Company.] EaiI of 

LatidcrdaL', as the necossai^^information 
was not before (he House, declined going 
into those details into which he should 
otherwise have entered. The appoint- ^ 
ment of a committee to inquire into the 
situation of the East^Yndia Conuxuiy was, 
however, peculiarly calljed at th% pre¬ 
sent moment. 'A considerable sum had 
been advanced to thc^VtftftfiaiA'kyith^ut 
any iidbrmaBP MLgsip the nccess^ for it, 
the service to which it was to be ^>{>Jied, 
or the means by which it was to be re¬ 
paid. It was also rumoured ^tbat 
plication for another loan was to be made 
during the present session, and thaWt was 
to be proposed to Extend the period of the 
Company's charter. Under these circum¬ 
stances he thou^t iVpeculiarly necessary, 
that every ii^o^ation respecting the af- 
Cairs of the ^jnpiny that could be pro- 


solution was past, hecaui^e he was aware, 
he stood in a w^i>e situation to per- 
suao^' the House to recal an art after a 
declAon upon it, than he sliould have done 
toD pipveiit Its CQiartiission bofoie it was 
adopted. #*He knew it was at all times 
much eitsier to prevent the adoption of a 
measfirr, than to induce t^e House to re¬ 
tract H resolution aftei tbry had ronic to 
it. When he cunsidried, however, the 
vast importance of the qnestitin, and how 
highly the publu! interest was involved in 
it, he wos satisfied he wfmld not discharge 
his duty, did he not siill.cndeavour to in¬ 
duce the House to retract a step,which, 
af'cording to his view of the case, they 
were not authorised to take. 

With regard to the privileges of that 
Mouse, he knew'there were ]>ersons who 
carried their fanciful notions of thorn to a 
^ry cxtraordiitary length. But if they 
w^ posse^ifd of privileges, such as that 
vybich the Iloi^ had exercised, they 
must be^uch ajf^uld only be discovered 
by n/en of.rau^h more lively imaginations, 
and of miiids far more acute, than he 
could lay ^laim to. He professed only a 
plain mina and understanding; and when 
jv^he wished* to ascertain what wore the pri¬ 
vileges of that House, h« could only go, 
^ where be felt uiclined, in the present in¬ 
stance, to go, to the law of the land and 
the principles of the constitution, to as¬ 
certain, wbethiJ such privileges did, or 
did not, ^xist. U he, ab any time,1ound 
wbat^was'claiwd as a prjitilege to be 
above ofVthe land, he must feel 
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fiimself reduced lo the necessity of say¬ 
ing;, tliat no such privileg;e could I%g«Ily ' 
or consliiutionally exist. The law of the 
I'uiJ he must alwaVs consider tt> he iho 
standard l)y which the pri\ilexes (»f cvrrv. 
im)i»idu.d, and of evt ry b(»dy <^1 
ilnaU in this co^iiiirv, were to !u: no • .icd. 
But It woiihl Ik* m ceS''ar\ , tv l!.t pm*' 


without interruption or impediment, that 
was a qlc.sti(Mi which he was not called 
on to ai^uc. 

lie hogged to call (I'.e attention of gen- 
iai< eiicnmsiance, iluit ihcro. 
involved ill lids ijiiesilitn the tunVi- 
doi'^iion of l\\i» distinct qi^alilies, privdege 
and power. Tlie eiie, privilege, the 


po,,e of asrcitalnini;, whf'.Ti r ihc rigi^tof | House possessed for Us own protection; 

iinpn.-vDjiing tndividu.:'N, ooi nicmlicis of ’ .. -. Ui. i. .- 

that llousi^, wasttjH* < 0 " tin >1 pri\i!eges, to 


the otlitT, power, was a ri.cjht to be excr- 
rised#iver others. I'rivilege tlu’V'vere to 


look to till* <ni;i:i 01 tho o privilrg.*s; this, exercise to prevent the (hown fioin mo- 
circunisiancT kLiin; idwavs kept in view, lestiiig them in their proceedings.* They 


iliat the ot t’oiPinoiis was not the 

ParlianicKl ot th«' co imry, but only one 

of the biant’ht ft o'.’ ttiat I'arliamciit; tliat, ! its character, to be Convened into power, 

uiind, the ! ^niti tobsO it for the diatruction of oti«w. * 


were to use it sk a siiield for themselves, 
but they were not to ^Ilow it to change 


in fact, v;< \i appeared* to his in 
iloiiioot t’oininon'? was^ thougli a consti- 
I'jciil locmber, Vv't tlie inferior branch of 
th * legi-daturo. ^fnder! order!) 

'Jbe Speaker hcie inierposed, and felt 
hn.jelf in duty bouuvl to inform the hon. 
bui'c'pct, that iff was not orderly todesig 


Tb^ real nature of this privilege was lo be 
c<i41eeled from the very earliest periods^f 
|>nr hi*<tory. It jvas recorded in Spclman, 
so early as Iho-liinc of t^anute. that the 
.persons of membcis, in their way tcrand 
i'roni Parliament, should l^ve protection. 


UlUijhut House as the ijiferlor branch <yJ Tlii« was tiie iirst mention on record of 
the lugf-ilaUire. ♦ ' 

Sir P. liurdctt continni il. This, at Ir/ast, 
he might be ailu'vcd 10 ••ay, that that 
flo'iM*, and Parlia’uent vveni ilifTerv'nt 
and he conieiuhd. lit it (here inu^il conse¬ 
quently be a ditVt’i'cnc*'' in the extef^i of 
ilio privileges ^ Inch tliey might, sepa¬ 
rately, or jniniK with l!ic other -House of 
Parltamenl, he suppo od to possess. On 
this giound, ho maintained, that the im¬ 
prisonment ol Jnliii <^al? Jones was an iii- 
iViiigenient of the Fan of the lanil, and a 
subversion of tl;e principles of the consti¬ 
tution. He hojit'd that gentlemen wuulot, 
throw altogdher out of their minds that 
this was a ^juesLion regarding their own 
piivilcgcs, amniiat they w'ould come with 
calmness and dispassionate feeling to de¬ 
cide on tlicir own case. If they were to 
take the con-idorntion of the (juestioh 
only as conneded wiili thelawof tbeland, 
he sh(»uld undertake to j'qrsuade them, 
and he lioped luccessfully, .that riothhig 
could be iijore ruusisicnt either With the 
law of the land, or with common sense, 

Jian (liat tlicv' should retract tl.j resolu- 
non (le*y tiad come to. The question 
wa-', if ibc House of Commons had a right 
to unp' tsoM a peinAa not a nn-iuhcr of that 
ilon'-«, f^r an ollence punishable by the 
mdinary c(»uisc of law, anct by a vote for 
llif.l purpose, di'piiv-- if.e people of their 
i.Kpiescuptalde lighter As o tliose privi¬ 
leges wJiioh slntu!d*be po'?-l-sed, beceu‘e 
iKTc-.iry lo toable the ijniuse to cairy 
on own proceedings ui coutruu^d and 


1 ": ifrilege ^’Tarliaipent. Thu law of king 
Canute was, Onmis homo eyiKlo ad Ob- 
y motum, ve’ redondo a Gemoto habuat 
jwceni.” That evefy 
coming from aiu’\ril(,niia geuT!JUc,iihould 
have protection. This, therefore, wmb Um 
ground wor’' ^-^f all the privileges of that 
Ilguse. ^ .Xolhingseemed to him so absurd 
as the notion of an unde fined privilege; it 
was a solecism in lanilua^e ; and he had 
the highest autliority for saying, such 
a privilege w as not knov/ii t^'.^constitu-, 
lion. ^ 

The next noiicsof privileges of Parlia¬ 
ment wal'.'.o be found in two \vrits of su¬ 
persedeas of IT i ward the second, to 
lege members from being sued in any 
court, (sitting the Parliament) and whicn 
are still ext^^nt. But the extent of'Ujese' 
privileges caanot be better set forth than 
in the following order of the House of 
Commons, of the 1st of June 1621, sup¬ 
posed to have been drawn up by sir Ed¬ 
ward Coke, ^then leading member of the 
Hnuje: / " p 

• tt Or'^^fed, upon quefeiJutf,*’Thatif any 
" arrtat, or any distress of goods, serving 
any process, summoning his land, cita- 
" twri or summoning his person, arr^ing 
** his person, suing him in any court, or 
" lireakJng any other privilege of this 
House, a letter shall issue, under Mr. 
Speaker'a hand, for the ,party'a relief 
« t^ieietn, as if the Parliltnent was sitting; 

and Ihe party refusing to ob^y it, to be 
" censured at the nexA Acrccss.r 



/ 

»«*•**! PARL. DEBATl^. Mjshch 1 2, 1810.— Breoe* «r 

The pri^il^gee asserted and definwl in dy." Vhe Judges determined from this 
Ais urden were all in the naturf of de* 'maxiirtandfronithisrea8oii,thatnogeiie- 
fenct'.R for the members; had rejV|encc t(> ral writ of supersedeas could lye, *'be- 
MOthing but their own proetedings; and cause** ('•ay they,) ii could, ihe high 
could mit apply to othei>, anrciv'at ail .court of*Parliaiiieiit from which ail jusiice 
cv«n^9, not to sanciioii what was contrary and equity ought to flow, w'ould seem lo 
to the law of the 4 land. It may reasoiiai>^y stop the course of jusiice, and leave the 
be concluded, that <011 the privileges the party aggrieved without remedy.** And 
House of Common^ then th iught itself in- the J^arliariieut yielded lo this same rea- 
titled to, were enumerated in the order of son, set foiih by the duke of York, the 
the 1st of June, I02l,a*<»ir liidward i*oke, argument against Thoipe’s being allowed 
•o well acquainted with, and thea con- ^privilege, viz. ** That in case it was granted 
teiidini^for, them against the undue pre- to Tiiorpe, in this instance, tiTe party ng* 
rogaiive of the crown, chiinied no more, grieved could have no remiMly.'* So‘hat 
Whenever these f/jivileges, so modestly they had in this case, the opinion of the 
^ and reasonably clainfrd, and so neccssa- Judges and the decision of the Parlia-' 
ri^jMompiied with, were infriil^ed, they nifuit, equally dert-rmined by that sound 
were as modestly and reasonably m.v#!' and charjctertstu of British law 

ttdned by an a[>poal to the tribunal of the and constitmion, “Thatthtr*^ can be no 
laws ; which was aypareqjt by reference M wrong wiihnut a remedy,’* 
all the co.sea of privilege which occunr^d The hon bart. then proceeded to quote 
up to the time of llie civil war. As (or a variety of other cases in illustration of 
instance: In one Richard Cheddnr, witut he contended to be*the legal and 
a mental servant, attending«iinur] .sir 'Wio- J^iistituiinnal limits of perogaiivc, claimed 
mas Broode, one of the,knigbt^oryd!i#l^ ^d^xerciscil by tha* House up to the pc- 
setfihire, vsljo was assaulted, beaten, and rioj^t the civil wars.—In all tiic cases he 
cruelly maimed, wso* content to «ee,k rc-^ observed that members, when their pri- 
dress by his ^ase *thc Ijousc ^ife^cs were violated, and their persons 

acted will! such^modcrattoiras to order arrested,•were content to appeal to the 
application to be made to the law of the law,^nd had such tendcrnc.ss and re-peet 
land, and a new law, not Jac/o forother men’s rights as well as their own 

one, ^was passed for punish*i^assaults privileges’, as to make provision for the in- 
against meiuBerv^r their attendants in terest of creditor.', when aflected by their 
future, privilcges.and toindemnify officersagainst 

In 11^0, William Larke,servant to Wil- actions for escape, to which they were le- 
Jiam ol the members for the gaily liable for giving up their prisoners, 

^city ot London^ was committed to the Never did the membera of the House of 
Fleet On an execution of debt, and deli- (Commons pre.suiiio to overleap the bounds 
vered in dueVour-iG of law. in 1433, of thoconstitution, and take the law into 
an Parliament was ndfle, affixing a their own hands, till the days pf the Long 

heavier penalty for the assaulting a mem- P.uliament; when, from the peculiar cir- 
ber, than the law had previously iuflictcil. cumstanccs of the country, in order to rc- 
Thip act is entitled, An act. against as- sist the‘arbitrary encroachments of a des- 
saoltB made upon lords or omers coqiing 'fmtic prince, the House of Commons found 
to the Parliptiient.^' In 1450, Thorpe, it absolutely necessary in the struggle, 
the Speaker, wa.s arrested^ ni tne suit of “not only to exkivnd their privileges, hut to 
tho duke ot York, on Which the Commons assiimt^po'wci's, the exercise of which abo- 
apbeated to the whole,#Parliament, who lished tttc House of Lords, brought the 
referred thfi.^ case to ‘the Judigt^ wBose^ King to .he blo/!k, and ultimately dissolved 
.opinion was iw'llpourot Thorpas being thg whole frame of the govcinnient. If 
entitled to privilege : iioiwithstalidin;^ these usurpations of power were not only 
which, the Parliament decided otherways,* acquiesced in, but strenuou’iiy supported 
Common* acquiesced and<hnse by the pcuple.at that period, it was because 
Mofficr Speaker. Wh-it was retqprkablc they were supposed to be indi^^j^ensably 
*R.**"»^*^ ’l^a8,ehat both the Judges and necessary toenablethe House of Commons 
tm Parliumenc appealed to the same to^teiii the torrent of tyranny which was 
: hoth^ppbed th* same argument sweeping eve?V thing before it to ^eatruc- 
as conclusive, vifl.C « That the party ag- tion ; tmcl as Sie only' means of wresting 
0 tev 6 a l^ave no redreM, and that fh)m the grasj^nf despotism^ the expiring 
, Aert couloi ho wrong witlioat a rente- Uhertist^of the ^ountry. 
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But these, stiTciy, were not sources suf- 
ficlently dear, nor times suflTicicntly'ana- 
logous to justify mtr dnmnng thence in¬ 
stances, miscalled precedents, to coiin^e- 
«nn’ce s)mi!ar proeet dings under u* legal. 
hCttled, and crtahlislnnl system <*f govern- 
m'int. But 2 ls every llay^s e\prrionce 
would inform them Iiow relucnuilly all 
men relinquish power and authority, whU'h 
they have once rxerci'»cd, 'iven after hav¬ 
ing t*.\'perienced its mi'ichiids so was the 
H<inso of Cogjnions, after the Restoration, 
unwilling to yield up its usurped power 
and authority, submitted to m tinsc" of 
trouble and commotioHj but incompatible 
with the return of order and the law.;.— 
Accordingly they would find in tin* cages' 
of Dr. Carey. Mr. FiHrn, sir Saiuiel Bar- 
nardiston, Shirley, and Stoughton t'crsui 
Onslow the pretwsioris to power under 
the name of privilege still clung to by 
both Hou'cs of Parlinment, but as con¬ 
stantly denied by each Fb<uscto thcoth'ir in 
its turn ; the one always denying the 
usurpation of the otfler, and the paW^i’es 
aggrieved the authority of both : con^p- 
'juently no potveror authority of that dc-^ 
scriplion could be acknowledged or al¬ 
lowed to belong to either. Buf the foi- 
iowung case, which occurred abnutwHhe 
same time, and \^hich having l»cfn argued 
at a conference between the two Houses 
w'as entitled to more partietdar notice, it 
was that r>f‘the four counsel in the appeal 
of sir Nicholas Cri«[Vi r>rr«<.5tho lady Bnvv- 
yfir,4)ahuoboy and (»lher«, who were taken 
into the ciic.tody of the Serjeant at Arms, 
for pleathn" before the Lords « nitrary to* 
an ord'.T of the House of ('nmuions ts fnr- 
bid them ; at which conO rtnee. the lord j 
asserted “That the House ot (.’ommnjis 
WHS no Court, had no anth'-ritv toadmi- 
nister an oath, or to "ive a iud';uieut; 
that it was a tiariscendant inv.vsi<,n of the 
liberty of the *'Ul>,cct; that it v/as against* 
Magna C'haria. the I'etitidi, of Rights and ' 
oilu r iawT, which hed^ ^.rovi^ed 
that no freeman sh ill he Jii1uri'on<M or 
otherwise I cslralned of his l.hcitv hut by 
due process of law ; that it Un-I^d to the 
subversion of the goveruiiicnt o\bhf‘ king¬ 
dom, because It was in the nature of an 
injiinctioji from tlie lower Hou^'C, which 
hid no authority or power ol jurisdiction 
over inferior subjects, much le.is over the 
King and I/jrds. These acgunients had 
been aJ'^-Wered by the Commons only by 
retorting opoii the as'ium<>dJurisdic^ion of 
hs I-ords advancing prujijy ^siscdions of 
'tj (fv’u authoritv. * ' • 


Having thus briefly adverted to some 
of Hie les« important caseg, to which he 
found it necessary to call the auention of 
llu» Houji', he pioposod next to submit to 
!(-; Consideration, the very remarkable case 
of Rruigeman i\rsH? I loir, in l09ti-7. The 
dn of (Jraften having ^Claimed under 
a patrni of t'harlcs the^^iccond, a right to 
appoint the clerk lo the King's-Bench, 
lord chief jusiice Holt contested the claim. 
The . rso v\ as solemnly aigued in a trial at 
^hor, and ivns df citb'.l against tlie diichesa 
in fivour of lord chief justice Holt., ‘Upon 
U'hicli, the cutiftsel of Hridgcidan, who 
had been nomlnat«*d «s clerk by tho 
(J^iclu'ss, t<»ndere<l a *Bill of Exceptions, 
whirli tVic*jiiMices refused to scab h\ 
cn*.^(\\wnrv of which, a^ \ietition, com- 
plainin'^ of the condurl ot the judges, wuf 
|.li*l*seiited to tlie lioiise «>f Lnrd<, acculiing 
sir^Wni. Ik)||)pri; sir VVnf. (iregovy, sir 
(iiles Lyre, justices of the King*s-Bench» 
of aciing ilh‘gaMv in having so refused. 
I TheJ^w^ e Hi cftrisnuienco of this charge, 
slisiiniflned ’.»y the House of Lords to ap¬ 
pear before them, and answer tu^hc comi 
yb'ul made fli the petition. This thft 
judges rel'u‘,?il tojilo : and they, in a so¬ 
lemn, profoniul, and ivc]l*«ligi*stf d argu- 
rnenL denied the hn’is^dictiou of the House 
of F«ouls, b.ds'^«d*opon their uudoubled 
right as •I’^gfishmui, to atrial by a jury 
of ' rif equals, in oascjtkcy in any thiiif^ 
ni.re accused of having done swung, and 
ijairf'd the benefit of being tried accorih- 
ing loathe known course of* iLf, ‘'^oniniom 
iaw-p-lhey relied upon ^kigna Charta as 
her honi Luglishnuji, W’hich^ they said, 
was made tl' r>,th»'m os well as fur others'; 
U’.at oil jvjwerAfiid jji ivileges in llie kin^ 
dore, LV( n the highest, aio circumscribed 
I by the laws, and liavc their limits. In thh 
unu Is of Westminster (sa^l they,) Jhe'lSiV 
is det-crinincd by ( :u:, and the fact ascef- 
toined by anollitrj heVe, bivh the law 
and the fict Would he in ihc same bonds. 
If the House of liords sli.-uld piiui'^h. erudd 
such order stop oT bar the jeir.d process 
bereSfter ? r’r he uf-”* ! below a- .v rccov,Cry 
or acqiutlil?—a? :in aTttM<>r. cmiict f or 
iqiJtr^fon vcqnit ? WouM flio proceedings 
ti; the H'^use i;f Is save them from tlic 
tioifldc of ans« ring to 'j*n inforuialion or 
indjctnnji^t h.;* the rams thing elsewhere ? 
And here it w-is to ho remdiiced, that when 
.the judges of the land were attacked by 
an ^nwarraiiiable power, iliey sheltered 
the»ns^vcs hind the broad shield of 
Magna C'hnrta and the triJl by-.lury, well- 

knottOTig the: value sAh a piiotmTUon^- 
y # i < 
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amt they concluded with these memorable 
words; •* some persons have, perhaps from 
a diffidence of success, or front a slavish 
" fear, or private policy, forborne to ques- 
tion the power of their superiors, but- 
the judges must betray their reputation 
" and their kilowledge (tf the laws, if* they 
should own a jjfrisdiction which former 
times and their predecessors were unac- 
*• quainted with/' Whereupon the peti¬ 
tion was dismissed. If then these reasons 
were conclusive against the House of Lords,* 
they "apidied much more forcibly to the 
House of Commons ; for the House of | 
Lords possessed tbejudicial power of par- 1 
liament, being the supreme couft of ap- | 
TJfeal in the dernier resort whilst the 
House of Comyions, having no judicial 
function to perform, was no cuugt at all, 
and consequently couki not possess life | 
power exercised in thO'commiimenk of 
MK Jones. 

Let the case of Mr. Jones now be mea¬ 
sure*! by the arguments of the JddgAbe- 
fbre cited: which asuumentiX were TlfTd 
hy the *House of Lords as conclusive 
against its pretenfions.—Tlh? judges clamm¬ 
ed and insisted upon |lie IfeneBt of the 
common law, Magna Charta, and trial by 
jury, for any thing in svliich they might 
have done wong ; notthey were 
judges, but because they were ^ 0 fnInoI^ers 
of Lngland. Xli^y denied and rejected 
the jurisdiction of the Lords, and assigned 
their Masons: ** because, in that ca^% the 
** fact vhnrl(i*be ascertained, and tjic law 
" would be determined, by the samfc pjrly ^ 

“ and that^if they should be punished by 
the Lords, that would n^prevent iheir 
" being called to ansri^r again in the 
** courts of Westrniustcr-hall, where tliey j 
could not plead an mirefois convict, or 
***dulr^ois acquit: and so, they might be 
punished twice for the same ollenoe." 

Let the House fhen apply this reasoning ’ 
to the case before them. • He had already* 
shewn, that* the common* law, Magna 
Charta, and trial by jufy had been violat¬ 
ed, They found Mr. JonPS imprSone;! 
for an act, the illegality of which had not 
been proved—the facts not ascertained-^ 
nor the law determined. Yiiu, was he then 
undergoing such a sentence as Iiad been 
shewn. And, as to the other part of.tfie 
aigumeutof life judges: what was there 
to prevent Mr. Yorke from preferring a 
bill of Indictment, according to .^law, 
against Mr. Jones for this same ac,t, a: he 
undoratood irad been done by a noble lord 
«uc then ill hj: pUce (lordT Castlercagh) 
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for a similar act ? And if they could sup« 
pose* that any twelve lawful men in Eng¬ 
land could be had to find a verdict of 
Guilty, then would he be punished twice 
for th^same offence ? He could not prove 
his former conviction, because he could 
not produce the record of his former sen¬ 
tence ; because, the Hou>e of Commons is 
nQ court of record, therefore incapable, by 
law, to furnish a copy of the record ; be¬ 
cause the law did not allow that House to 
try and determine any cause. To deter¬ 
mine was beyond its limits, as bad been 
shewn: its incapacity was clearly proved 
by the legal circumscription of its powers. 

But suppose that a jury could find no 
iijjury to liave been sustained by Mr. 
Yorke, and “'hoiild reluin a verdict of ac- ' 
quitlal: then wi» .*d Mr. Junes have been 
sentenced to undergo <!*e most severe pu¬ 
nishment short of death, that of indefinite 
iinprisonnuMit, by ail order of the House 
of Cummuns, for having*done an act not 
' proved to be a crime; which on the con¬ 
trary. would have ffeen determined by a 
jljry of his equals, not to have been an of¬ 
fence, as in tlie case of Reeves; with whom 
the minivtcr dcAlt more tenderly by giving 
him, his creaiure, the hcnclit of the law; 
wlii^n a jury contradicted by their legal 
veidict the predetermined judgment of the 
House of Commons; but, if a jury were to 
do the same in the piesent case, Mr. Jonc^ 
could have no remedy for the wrong done 
to him—he could not. hiing his action for 
false imprisonment against Mr. Yorke, nor 
against the House of (Joinnions, nor the 
serjeant al arms, nor the sherifis, nor the 
jailor; that is to say, if the courts of law 
sliould tell liim, as they had told others 
heretofore, that they could not interfere 
with the House of Commons. 

A great variety of cases could be ad¬ 
duced where the House had interposed, 
but not one in which it had gone to the 
extent it had proceeded to in the present 
instaifce. Many pamphlets had been 
pubhslicd since the Revolution reflecting 
og that House, the authors of which had 
mdy bleu rcprimandeil or proceeded 
against* by the AUorney-Gcneriil.—But it 
was unnecessaiy to multiply cases, they 
must all be acquaintcdViiii the case of the 
Middlesex Journal in 1771 when the mes¬ 
senger of the House of Commons was sent 
l?y their order to arrest the primer ; in- 
stead of whV:h, the printer took up the 
messenger, and brought him bclbre Cros¬ 
by, lord mayor, and aldermen Wilkes and 
Olivetj who cohiraitted the serjeanU -Not 
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withstanding this outrage which the liouse 
of Commons sustained by the attack tvpon 
its ofiu.er, it presun)ecl not to touch any 
of the oifendirtg parties, except its own 
members, the lord mayor and alderman 
Oliver; passing over the printer* the 
journalist, and alderman Wilkes, who, at 
that lime, was not a member of the House 
—than which disadirrnance of its power 
a stronger proof cannot be conceived, h 
would also be recollected that when the 
lilxd in trwiNoiili Biiion, No. 43, and the 
gross publicatten, '* the Essay on Woman’* 
published under the name of a bishop 
(Warburton) of course a member of ilie 
Cpper lIou,e, came nudi.r their cogni- 
zajicc, they inert-iv additissi d to have the 
jdclinquent prosecuted by ‘he Att<»rncy* 
liericial. In adducing tmthcr authoriiv 
on the point, sir Erancis said, tliat he felt 
it too like triding fv'itli the undci standing 
of the House to exjiCrid tin ir time. It u us 
.*1 doctrine (dearJ^* laid down by lord ('oke, 
tbal no man could be IiiumI or eonfmed, 
but in a coiirlol rccotd; no court but that 
in which forty shdlings damages miglit^e 
^iven could be a court of lecoul; the ar- 
gumrnt came into ihc form of syllogism, 
and the necessary conclusion was, tiiat the 
power of Hoc and imj/nsommnt nrsnot 
in that House, ljut no iiglil to line t^s 
assumed. Why then v\as tlie .greater 
power rciamed, when the .sin.aller one was 
admitted to be illegal? Wliy was the 
maxim of law and reason violated? ** i'ni 
viinus ?ion to/ircTJiV, l U^mojus non contenii,*' 
The w«nrant of c^nnmittal too, he must 
eontend, was illegal in ail its parts, but 
cniinentiv so in its conclusion. A legal 
warrant must conclude v\ith the v^ord.s, 
till tlie parfy be dt liveud by ilue course 
of law this \^rrant eiiils w ith the words 
during the pleasure ol the House.’* He 
(sir I'lancis) highly valued tlie rights of 
that House; but from wlialever part ol 
the constitution an exertion of arbitrary 
power came, it \vas his duly, it wijji the 
solemn and sacred duty of every lyiijIisH- 
man, to avow himself hostile*to it. There 
were, in a matter of tiiis kind, two^bvioufi 
questions to be’eonsidered wilb a view to 
justice. The first, " crime, or no crime ?'* 
The next w'as, if a <:rime, was the party 
accused guilty of it ? Tlie House, by such 
a proceeding as it had resorted to, involv¬ 
ed the assumption of the judicial, exccu-, 
live, and legislative powxrs ; .Vut this W'as 
in the v?ry teeth of*law. In the dutf ad¬ 
ministration of the law, it was wistfly pro¬ 
vided that the same men shall not takt; two 


1SIO.—Afr. John Gale Jones, [ 11 • 

steps together ; one set find the bill, ano¬ 
ther decide on the fact, another the law ; 
but that House, which administers irt» 
oath, which squares itself by no form, 
which makes no previous examination of 
the fact, jumps at once upon its dangerous 
and most alarming conclusion, and finds 
the accused guilty.—And frfi* what'—for 
their privilege. Then le*t#gentlemen w-ho 
said this was the privilege of the House, 
point out where it was so laid down. To 
liis mnifl such a doctrine was untenable, 
dnd contrary to the law of the lami, which 
leclared tiiat no man can be condtimneJ 
without tiial. laVd Eokc laid ft down 
explicitly that no map^onld be .sent to 
prison without lii:il and judgment. 'I’he 
privilege talked of resembled the bye-laws'' 
of a c'iirporation, sulfu'ienl io bind them- ^ 
selye.s, Ijul wliii b could not overturn the 
law of the land, as iaid <.hjwn by the ta- 
thereof it. This was to shew the Mouse to 
be as groat as King, Lords and Coininoiis. 
li was besides an oncroachmeJiton the prt- 
rogativi; oTthe crtiwii, whose privileges it 
wastosee that no unlawful restraint was laid 
on the liberty of the subject. Ild might* 
told tins was*a privilege of parliament. 
He answered,I n' o; it was only a privilege 
assumed by one branch of the legislature; 
and he cotitepdcd tJiat the House was not 
entitled to tjjtkt;tliRt ilrbitrary rule to them- 
helv<’s. K gentlemen should sljew resolu¬ 
tions favourable to tlic*cxercise of this 
right as a privilege of the House, he could 
()e at iTo loss to shew others of a corifrary 
principle. Sir F. Norton had ^aid,Uiat he 
.woulAp^y no more attention to a rcsolu* 
ftion of the House of Commoiiii tl^an to that 
of a set of drunken porters at an alehouse. 
The observation* ^as coarse, but it w’as 
jii.st. If gentlemen, therefore, were of 
opinion, that a resolution of that House 
equal to that of all the branches of (he 
constitution, they would agree in rejecting 
’jiis proposition. But, if with-him they 
thought that tlfby could not overturn the 
Jaw of the land and the acts of parliament 
solemnly passed, by ^my assumed power 
exercised by that Hou.se alone, they would 
agree wjth him that John Gale Jones must 
budischarged. The hon. bai t, concluded 
by moving that John Gale Jones be dis* 
chaiged. 

Mr. C. 4V. ll^^nn said, that he felt him¬ 
self embarrassed as to the eSurse proper to 
he pursued, in consequence of the manner 
in wlvch this subject had been submitted 
to thi consideration of the Hous^. If a 
motion had been brought folward for the 
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liberation of John Gale JpneSf upto the 
grounds of bis contrition for the oHencc 
which he had confessed at the barj be 
shouid not have objected to it; but the 
proposal of that liberation was.so inter¬ 
woven by the hon. hart, with other topics; 
to which he could by no means subsci ibc*, 
that he reall^was a los-s how to pro’ceed. 
He could ncvcr.bc persuaded to go the. 
length of iho hon. bart/s doctrine, that 
the commitia! by the order of that House 
of any person who was not a mcml^'r, was 
contrary (o tlio principles rd Magiii Ciiarta.* 
This* ^;c.rtaia!y was the hrit tunc when 
such a (fu( .stiou was rnodted in parliament, 
or any cloiiht proCchsod us to the righto! 
the Ilouse to conmnt any p(.r^n^,gniltyof 
Seating it conitiupt. fiut the hon. 
bart. contended tlnit ^uch a right hair not 
*the sanction of any ancient prao-.icr, rnd 
tha! no instaiu’c«o! u»txcixi\e could be 
found, previous to the'‘('xistcncc df‘1lii* 
lohg f)av]iimu‘i>l. He;., i.owLver, the 
honourable Jiaioie t wa-. uodtr a mia- 
fakO; for, so far bach a-, ‘reign 
of Henry the t'fb, tlieic* wvrf: tv;o Cisvs 
•on rec^sil of the ass; itiuu cf th.^ll^dlt 
—the one arising’eu:. ol*tiic ol^ai 

member, and tlir otiurf: uiU^of an asVault. 
In thc1brnioi>th:ii of Feirci>, the ILmse, 
without any appeal tw tlie tiuurts of law, 
interposed its own mul acturdly 

committed^ the shenl)’, with an those Von- 
corned in the ac^ cfiirrctt; and in the 
latter ca?o. that of Alnuing'on, live panics 
guilty of the assaul.^ wt,!o al',o coiiflnittiid 
to prifipn. Many other iiislaaci s (-f coni- 
initinents prior to tii.- L^ng I’drliiir.etU 
miglit be cited wit!) whith lie would not' 
now fatigue llie House. Wltii ivgaid to 
libels, no inr.tancc of iTVouiniit.lr.t opon 
such a charge, was, he admitted, to b 
met with prior to the reign of lihzalelh 
but the lact was, that in the periods 
luded to by the hon. bart., which imme¬ 
diately succeeded the invention of print-' 
ing, there was no such tlnflg as tlic liberty 
of the pres^, w'hich now existed so hap¬ 
pily for the couiPry; as be believed to 
that valuable privilege our present prc' 
eminence above all oiher nation^ was in 
U great measure to be attributed. 'Idie 
ri^t of printing, and the Uberty of publi¬ 
cation, was so completely under the re¬ 
strictions of the Star Chamber, and so lia¬ 
ble to be limited by ihe king’s proclama¬ 
tion, that there was no probability uf any 
libel appearing against that House. In 
fact, no such thing having occurred, no 
precedent qo^ld be cited of any committal 


for tliat description of oiTence. But t]i« 
prinpiple contended for by the lioo, bari., 
was sufficiently negatived by the two pre¬ 
cedents to which he had referred. That 
House^ indeed, had been possessed of 
many other privileges, beside that under 
discussion, which it had itself thought 
proper to abandon;—for instance, the 
lands of a member were formerly secure 
against legal process, but in this case, 
that House acted us he trusted it always 
would—considerable inconvenience and 
injustice being found to arisC out ot such 
an arrangement, it was done away. But 
the principle upon which the existing pri- 
vilege.^ of that House rested, still remained 
untouched ; indeed, the principle upon 
which the protection of members from 
arrest, lv>t i)^ •such arrest they should be 
prevented fiom at.ending their duly in 
that House, was clearly^^^lndisputable. And 
it. appealed to him equally clear, that li¬ 
bels, or any other riicaes of interfering 
with i!tt’due pu'formatice of a member’s 
duty, .<;liould be equally provided again.st. 
The same rea.ums which justified a court 
^ ot law, in puni.shin;; any contempt or in¬ 
terruption of Its proceedings, pleaded in 
favour/if th(; pnvile^^e exercised by that 
House in the case vdiich gave rise to this 
illVoa.ssicr.. Any otlcncy to a court of law' 
Y.oS deemed not only personal to the 
individual immodiatLiy presiding, but 
to the whole iribimal of justice, or ac¬ 
cording to the older language of the 
law, to the king’s, pci son, which was con- 
.siderod as pcrpeiu.illy. present tliere’. So 
in this ease the libel was not treated so 
much as an offence to the mcmberatlackud, 
a.s to the whole House collectively, which 
rherefbr? for the \ indication of its dignilv 
fell it expedient to punish the offender. 
A cinrge biuught against any membei, 
for a motion winch he had made in the 
House, vrbuld naturally be considered a 
contempt of the House itself, which had 
entertained^ and perhaps affirmed the mo¬ 
tion. The^ individual who had been im¬ 
prisoned, war justly considered out of the 
question by the hon. baronet. He wished 
mdeed that he had waited tilt the discharge 
of Mr*. Jones from prison, and tlien the 
question could be more delicately dis¬ 
cussed. As it was at present, however, 
there was this inconsistency; the mution 
had nothing whatever to do with the 
speech, by lyhich it had been prefaced. 
He wished even now thattlu* worthy ba¬ 
ronet i$ouhbprop(<a a declaratory resolu¬ 
tion,, on which to found his present mo- 
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lion; or, perhaps, itideed, then the mo- mote warranted to inierfere with the rfght 
lion now made need not follow, as ihe re- of that House lo commit for cniitcfttpU 
lease of Jones must be the immediate con- than with the right of the court of Com- 
sequcricc of the House agreeing in the rc- mon Pleas, or of any other court. In 
solution. He confessed that, eYCii then, fact, the question to which this discussion 
he for one would vote again.^t the resolu- icferreH had been brought into a court df 
tion, as tending to deprive the House ot a l^w, in the case of Crosbj|^the lord mayor 
privilege, which it had riijoyed for above of London, for obstru^'ting a messenger ok 
,31)0 years—that of guarrJiiig its dignity that Hous.© in t!ie exA'Ution of its order, 
against libels. * 'rhere, ahhough the lord mayor was a 

l^rd A. Slumilion highly panegyrized member of the House, he wa.s comiriitteU 
the clmracter of the worthy baroner, who —not^ however, as a member, but for the 
brought ftlkward this qucstsoii, to no par* obstiuctioii alluded to ns a municfpa] of- 
of whose conduct in that House, or else- licer, and on 041 application f^w*a writ of 
where, was it possible to attribute any habeas corpus the court of Common Pleas 
personal or sellhh motive. But while lu- decided, that it co«l3 not interfere with 
bore full testimony <0 the hon. hart.'s ♦ the twnaise of a right which belouged'to* 
rectitude, he could not concur the'opi- ' \Jiat House. The lion. hart, had thought 
nion he had advanced, that that House diil j proper to quote the obi^rvations of sirTP. 
not possess a privilege, which he found to ' J^ortftn, »oinparing “ the Uesolutions of 
have been so long exercised, and to have that House to.file rcsolwtioiis of a set of 
been unib»rinlv recognized uy all the ^lruukenp‘*rtersatanalehousc,**andlikc- 
courts ol iKw.* 'J’ho ci»uri of King’s Bench ened its privilo^cs to ihj bye-laws of a 
wai. known U) have interfered \Mth a sa- < grpo|ati«in. . l^ow he wished ter know 
cred privilege wliieh Tnalenally interested wlitre the hon. Jjart. could find an in- 
that House, namely, the right of election; siance wlnre any corporattpti possessed 
and to act in contradiction to the deci- the right by a bye-4aw, to arrest one ot 
sion of a comtniitec of that House, up 8 n* Us ofticers*at a distance,as that House hatj 
questions‘ onnected with such^jght; and done, with regard to i^e lord* mayor in 
w as It to I'C supposed iliai the samj^ court the instance abuded to. But, returning to 
would hesitate to interfere with the extr- the deci.won <d tiie court of common picas, 
cise of the privilege undi r discu.ssion, if fhc )yafm?d gentleman read an extract 
iuch interference wtie conformable to from the W’orus of lord chief justice De 
lau. Under these inlpre«^«^ons, and from Grey, upon proiiotAicing tliat derwioii, 
these cotisulcraiions, he bdi huiKsclf bound wkich included a quotation frdin Coke's 
to xoio agaiiiitt tlic worthy buionet's ino- Institutes, stating, that the righ^ in ques¬ 
tion tioh«was legal, becausejt w'as necessary— 

Tlie ^iitonny 6 V«rro/contended, tjjat that the privilege of that House to commit 
tlie two c • I's quoted by the hon* baronet persons in certain cases, wrfs a part of the * 
since iiie^Kevolmion, aiul part.cularly that law ol’the laud—that in such coses,, its ad- 
wilh regaid to Knollys, who claimed to he judication was conviction, and its sen- 
earl of BaMmry, had no analogy to the lencc execution—and that no court was 
question at issue, for in noitiicV of ihesc^ eiUiilcd to interfere with the execlitlbn of 
cases could any contempt of the authority another. As to the words of the warrant 
of either House of parlianierit be fairly of committal ** duriifg the pleasure of the 
made out. Indeed, .the w'oids cf thief House” soqitkrticularly dwelt upon by ih^ 
justice Holt bcroi'c the Jiouse*of*1x>rds lion, bart.,'these word.s w£re a|so the sub- 
fully justified this assertiuu hf the case of ject of considerable discussion in the 
Knollys; but if that llohse did not jiossess ol'Crosby, but the result was, that they 
the right of committing any ^irr-ion^for * were found to have been those usual 10 aU 
contempt or broach 4 »f its piiviloges, the siiTiiiar cases, and so bad been decided to 
way’was clear for trying the legality of be correct. There were many other 
its exercise, by moving fgr a habeas cur- ea.^ies, which lie could cite to shew tfie 
pus dti the part of any person so com- indisputable right of that and of the other 
mitted. The court ol King’s Bench, upon "House of j>arliament ih roipmit for any 
such a motion, would flr.st be called *upua contempt or breach of their pririibgesj 
to |lecide as to the rightt and ho should But lie thought it hardly necess^y So 
have no doubt Tts to its (Ice isiotf, bccau'^c ^nentiun any more, as the sentiment qf 
he had no doubt as to*the right. Thai the House appeared almost unanimous 
.^urt jatust, in fact, feel that *itr was no against the hon. b&{t.’4niotion. He would * 

1 
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not, therefore, trespass upon the attention 
of the House further than by alluding to 
the case of Flower, who was committed 
by the House of Lords for contempt. The’ 
opinions of lord Kenyon and Mr. justice 
Grose, delivered upon the application in 
that case for a writ of habeas corpus to 
the court of Kind's Bcijch appeared to liitii 
4 |uite conclusive, a» to the right of com¬ 
mittal in cases of this nature. 

• Mr. Crcfvejf declared his inability to 
concur in the ^ciUinicnU of his hon. friend 
who originated this discussion; for m his 
opinion, 4lje right of cornniiltal in such 
cases as had been referred to, justly and 
necessarily beloiigecf ^ that House, in- 
•deed, it was highly essential to ^he per¬ 
formative of its duly. He quoted the 
cJtfie of lord SiraHW<l, when by gross miV- 
1 ‘cpresentation.saad the most libcT/ouif'pub-. 
lications, such n cirgree^pf outcry and 
odiurp was excited against the minority; 
(among whom was Selden). who op[)osed 
the infamous biH against that nol)^enia,p, 
in order to shew, that such *a power jvas 
necessary to maintain ilic authority and 
independei/iV of that House. Recollect¬ 
ing the treatment of that mmority, and 
comparing, it wiili the conduct for which 
they were so abrtscd, he should always 
feel himself bound to resist those who 
should by libels or other means ^attempt 
to excite popular vengeance against any 
individual or any number of individuals 
for their ^conduct in that House. There¬ 
fore, although he felt disposed to vote tor 
the liberation of John Gale Jones,-he 
could not agree to the proposition' ss 
founded on t-he general doctrines laid 
down by his hon. friend. 

Lord Folkestone vindicated Ihe statement 
of his hon. friend from the disingenuous 
manper in which tlie learned gent, (the 
Attorney General) had applied some of 
the cases and authorijties of which his hon. 
friend had irf' his very able Argument, 
happened to m^kc use. It rtiust be in the 
recollection of the House,^ that when his 
hon. friend alluded to the comparison b<f- 
tween the resolutions of that House and of 
a iei of drunken porters in an alehouse, 
he only quoted the words of a grave and 
well known authority. Therefore, hi,s 
hon. friend had not been fairly interpreted 
by the learned gfntleman. Inde^ the 
interpretation had been equally unfair 
with regard to his hon. friend's allusion to 
the by* l iws of a corporation as compared 
with the pi.*vdege«^ of -that House. 
the eloquent and forcible address of his j 
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hon. friend was not to be ea^iiy answered/ 
and tluyefore it was not fairly met by the 
hon. and learned gent. His hon. friend’s 
position was simply this, tliat that House 
did not pnK.sess a legitimate tight to com- 
ihit in a caio of this nature—[Here there 
was some cry of question ! question !]— 
The noble lord observed, that it iiiight 
perhaps not be pleasing to some gentle^ 
men to erit(‘r into any argument upon thi.s 
case; but he could Jiot help thinking it 
rather ungracious in any gctilleman to dis¬ 
play that feeling, when it was considered 
that the dLscussion related to the impri¬ 
sonment of an English subject for an in¬ 
definite period an^ for an undefined of¬ 
fence. Upon siiclua subject he thought 
it bis duty, before he slinuld make up his 
mind, carefully to examine the Journals. 
He had done so, and entirely concurred 
with his hon. fiieiid (Mr, Creevey) in 
the expression of regret, that the motion 
was so framed that lie could not support 
it tothc‘ whole extent. Indeed, he found 
no precedciiis fur the cv^orcise of thi.s right 
of committal on the part of the House at a 
very early period ; the practice was not of 
*ko.ig duration ; but so far from the fact 
bring as smted by a learned gent. (Mr. 
Wynne), that there were no libellous pub*» 
lications punished by that llouiie, pre¬ 
vious to the Long Parliament, that ho 
found the case of Hall, who was committed 
for a libel, 1580. This Hall, was, indeed, 

; a member, and expelled the House, be¬ 
cause he would not retract bis book, and 
the book itself burned, bv order of the 
House. 

'As to^ llic power now claimed, the 
House appeared to have derived it from 
precedents in the time of the civil wars ; 
but yet even then the instances of its 
being exercised were uncertain, and dif¬ 
fering from each other in the varioas 
modes of oilence, of proceedings thereon,, 
and of punishments. They ought there¬ 
fore to bot very cautiously taken for pre¬ 
cedents. The House ought also to recol¬ 
lect, that though <ii the time alluded to, 
the*>* predecessors had assumed almost the 
wholh executive power of the govern¬ 
ment : they however proceeded with more 
deliberation even then, t^an they did 
•now, for they were wont to refer the con¬ 
sideration of the ollences to a committee 
ot privileges, and have a formal opinion 
thereon before '^hey committed the per¬ 
son, and wvhen they did commit any one, 
it was only to be proceeded against in 
due course of laiV. It should be recol- 
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lected too, that at the close of the las 
century, it was decree<], that all Alleged 
libels against that House should be re¬ 
ferred to the examination of a committee 
of privileges, before any decisionnvas pro¬ 
nounced upon them by the House. This 
solemn course was, however, of late years 
dispensed with, and the House detenninec 
for itself with a promptitude that was loo 
liable to error, and loo likely to be iiiflii 
enced by passion. The revival of the for¬ 
mer, and tlje better course of procecdiiigj. 
seemed therelore desirable. to the 
reference of libels on the House to the 
attorney general fur prosecution, he did 
not mean to rpiestion its propriety ; but 
would niaintuin than Re Floiise was com¬ 
petent, by its own authority, to [lunisli 
any contempt or inlcrt option of its pro¬ 
ceedings. He (ienied, however, tliaithe 
publication of a libel was to be regarded 
as a contempt. For, if a libel and a con¬ 
tempt of court Vere held to be tanramouiit, 
how came Hart and Wiiife to be brought 
to trial, fur a libel d^on the court of lying’s 
ilonch. If a libel were tantamount to a 
contempt of court, the court could un¬ 
questionably have coinibiticd these men 
at once, without a trial. The floble lord 
concluded, with expressing his disp^ition 
to vole for the liberation of Mr. Jones, 
although he could not go the whole length 
of his hon. friend's proposition. 

The Soliciior Ocntral observed that the 
question was no^y rciluccd to a much 
smaller point than it was at first presented, 
since tile supporters of the motion liad ex¬ 
plicitly abandoned the principle oiiginally 
maintained, that the House ha<l no right to 
commit any person hut their own inem- 
► bers, in any vase whatever. This was the 
principle for which the hon. baronet had 
contended, and for the support of which, 
every argument used by him was directed. 
The noble lord, w'hospoke on his side, had, 
nevertheless, declared hiniselfofadirectl 3 f 
contrary opinion, and acknowled^ed*that 
the exercise of the right >^as* consonant 
with the law of parliament and .the 
Jaw of the land. The qu^tion t)icn 
was, .whether this was a case of con¬ 
tempt or not ? That is to say, whether this 
person,jconvicte(ron his own confession by 
the unanimous vote of the House, of a gross 
breach of privilege, (which contained in 
itself a gross and scandalous contempt,), 
and |tunisbed for his ofTerice in the way 
that appeared most fitting to ihc* House, 
was guilty or not ? A.s far as the present 
' practice could be traced, it was found to be 


legal and constitutional, and he could theii 
fore see no objection to its exercise. 1 
was open to Jones to apply by the othe 
mode, that of petition, and he (the SoUcito 
general) might agree to his discharge ii 
this way, the next moment after dispoa 
in^ of the question as it«no\y stood; but 
he would not, and he trusted the House 
would not, relax now* after hearing the 
kind of arguments adduced by the hon. 
baiopet. If they did, what would be tlio 

consequence ? It would be said, that they 
yielded, because they doubted liitfir own 
right: that when it cumeto be questioned, 
they were glad to coigpromise the matter 
by liberating the iitdividual. On these 
grounds, he must give his vole against the * 
nsQtion, and he railed on the House t 0 
pause before they odoplAI a course whi 6 li 
wuulif sulijecl lu.much tnisrepresen* 
fiction. • 

Mr. Shnidan had lieard a great deal 
during tlie whole night, pf cases in the 
(‘aHicrqjcriodaorourlii.stoi-y, in theveigns 
of the Tudors amljlhe Flaniagcnets : and 
of the Henries, and the Edwards; before 
the Reformation, and previous and subse* 
queiit to the Revolution—now he wished 
to draw the attention of |Iie HoiTse to om 
simple and obvipus case—the case of Mr 
John GalcMon^s.* It had been said by tht 
hon. learned gent, who had just sa 
down, that it would be wrong to think c 
releasing Mr. Jones, on account of th 
priifciplcs contained iii the speecii of th 
honourable baronet, lest tl>c act pf libert 
liqp niiglit .seem a consequence of tl^ 
doctrine, or a concession to ita validity 
Now he should certainly voft for the re¬ 
lease of Mr. Jone.s, but he should not do it 
by any means on the principles contained 
in the honourable baronet's speech ; and 
•he did not see indeed what the abstract 
arguments of that speech bad to do with 
the actual liberation of Mr, Jones. Why 
should he b* sacrificed to a theory with 
which he had no concern ?* Why should 
he fall an unwilKng martyr to doctrines, 
whfch he never propagated, nor perhaps 
ever entertained ? Did he ever say, with 
he hon. bart. that the House had no ju- 
'isdiction ovpr any persons except its own 
members ? To this indeed, and to this in 
full extent, went the arguments of the 
hon. baronet. It was iif vain to deny It. 
What I said he, condemn a man without 
a jrial, examination, or the interventioii 
olia jvry—imprison a British subject with¬ 
out the verdict of his peers ! Inis was in¬ 
deed, the whole tenbj off his speech, but • 
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ipth such tenor the motion under cons> 
f ration had nothing whatever to do ; it 
^ 6 rel 7 went to propose the release of Me 
htie§t inconsequence of hts having been 
bnfined long enough for the offence he 
jad committed. With regard to the gc- 
leral doctrines of the hon. baionet upon 
occasion^ he confe'^'sed, that he could 
jiot subscribe to them. Indeed, there were 
jomeof them which he heard with surprize 
*When the hon. baronet in talking of 
hat Douse described it as the inferior 
)mnch*of the Icgislatuvc, he really must 
i^uppose Tram the hon. baronet's principles, 
that he must have^madc a slip. What, 
that that House whi^h contained the rey 
presentation of the people, eveitsuch as it 
was, should he set down by the hon. bavt. 
til the inferior branch of the legislature ? 
If the House were/efurraed, no doubt it 
would 1)6 so nu<?h the better, but whether 
>r not, made no ditierrnce as to the de> 
icription which the hon. baronet gave of 
it, he*raust believe, by mistake. < • 

• The liort. baronet recommended %, re- 
<#k'ence to*thc attorney general to prose- 
fUte for any libel upon that Mouse, in pre-, 
fercnce to the course whifh hsftf been pur- 
ued in tRe case imder%»nsiderati ui. But 
n this point he diiferei^ decidedly from 
le honourable baronet. * This was a pruc- 
ce he never could give his sai)^Uon to ; 
;id by the adoptiop of which, he had no 
Imitation in saying he thought the House 
Duld dishonoured. U never c5>idd 
blegate«into tiny other hands than its 
. wn, the maintenance of lis pnsiicgcs, 
vithout a degradation of its dignity and a 
Jereiiction ol^ its duty, lie well knew the. 
Consequence of confiding out ii a trust into 
'the hands of an attorney-general. He 
knew it from experience. He had once 
ih^ honour of being appointed chainnau 
bf a cormnHtee appointed expressly in 
order to ascertain who was the author of 
a certain gross and scandalous libel against 
the dignity of that House. The lii>el 
proved to be the produetibn of Mr. Reeves, 
friend of his own. for whom he felt 
very high degree of personal respect, aud 
vrient the fength <>f statnig, that the mo¬ 
narch Was the chief prop and strengihof the* 
' constitution, the root and trank on wibch 
im vigour depended, and wliu'h might rc- 
tnaiil fresh and vigorous, though even the 
-other members (rf the legislamre,—rhel, 
bvanches, were demolished. TItis fv» in- 
the l^se had moved to be a grojis ;.nd 
scafKlalmiS' hbejy aiid wa-t proceeding to 
take Blips m>consequence, when' 


one of the gentlemen opposite thoogbt 
proper to suggest, that the further prose¬ 
cution should be handed over to bis Ma¬ 
jesty’s attorney general. The suggestion 
.was unfortunarely adopted, and the author 
of wfiat had been unanimously condemned 
ill the House os a gross anti scandalous 
libel, was aetjuuted in the. court below. 
Thi§ was the consequence of transmitting 
the defence of their insulted privileges 
into the hands of an attorney general. 
JJ'he recollection of this case, Yt'hich could 
never escape his memory, held out no in¬ 
ducement to that House, in his mind, to 
transfer to any court the preservation of its 
privileges and dignity. No, he would 
rather prefer the increase of their own in¬ 
disputable right to guard against and pu¬ 
nish the violation ^‘f their own undoubted 
privileges.—But, as to the nature of the 
offence committed by Jones, and the im¬ 
prisonment he had suffered in conse¬ 
quence, he must again express his hopes 
that gentlemen, who seemed disposed to 
rclea>e him, would not allow that disposi¬ 
tion to be affected, by coupling his case 
jvith any argument advanced by the ho¬ 
nourable baronet. The oflenre of Mr. 
Jones ought to be candidly considered, 
antKhe extent of the punishment regu¬ 
lated by the merits of t'ae case. What 
then in reality was the nature of this of* 
fence, of which it seemed he was unani^" 
mously considered guilty, though now, 
indeed, the entire foeliug of the House ap¬ 
peared in his favour, providerl he could be 
abstracted fioin ihe arguments by which 
ilie motion liad been pieceded? Why, he 
h«id merely pvopobcd as a subject to be 
mooted at u debating society, whether 
certain conduct of two members of that 
House had been or bad not been oflcnsive 
lo the liberty of the press; and in case 
of condemriuiion, which had lieen most 
criminal. Now this was a question pro- 
'poaed merLiytobe discussed at the de¬ 
bate c( an evening societ}^ He begged 
geutltf men to cojoidcr how far this case 
tligi wa^ wcrlliy of serious attention, 
much deserving of severe punlsh- 
mcm, Kor hims;-!!’, he ivas free io say, 
that he haled all extremes. While ho 
tiirtc; ij trc.ni the iumourable baronet's 
doctrine, that that House had no rigiit to 
conimit any person but one of its own 
members, lor any attack upon its privi¬ 
leges, he coulu not, on the other hand, 
agree with the^ppinciplo laid down by the 
iiew Tellor of the Kxchequer, when ho 
originally brought Ibrivard the case of 

Jones* 
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Joncf. To have heard the opening of the their best prop and champion—their chief 
accuser, one would have thought it a case resource under all the miseries ot* misrule 
aggravated in the extreme:—" Read me/' and misgovernroent,—a free pres». An 
says the hon. member for Cambridgeshire, attempt of that description had been made 
turning to the clerk, (he is not ifow, in- some lime since. He had not ihen the 
Heed, member for Cambridgeshire, said honour of a seat in that House, but it was 
Mr. tiheridan, and 1 hope, for the honour at the close of the AmeritAii war that tha 
of the people of England he will never experiment was tried.^ Lord North at- 
again be returned to this House by^ny tempted to exclude the public from the 
portion of that people)'Miead me a cer- House of Commons; he had the puwer» 
tain page of a certain chapter in the bill and ^xctcised it for above a session anil a 
of rights/* Now the passage which he.] half. -What was the consequence? every 
had desired so pompously to be read, county had its parliament, and evtfry viU 
merely directed that no proceedieg of lage in the cm|Hre its delegates* clubs as- 
that House should be questioned in any sembled, and societies sprnjig up for the 
court or place out of doors. Was this discussion of tlieir rights, and the examin- 
meant to bar all puiific discussion,. all atioii uf*their grievances. The result' 
consideration of politics out of parlia- however was, that the minister seeing his 
ment ? Unless it meant this, it could mean mistake, restored the usifbl opportunity f>f 
nothing; it inu%t prevent the publication communication Jjietwe^n the people and 
of any report of any of their proceedings ; ti^eir representatives. lf*he bad not done 
it must carry the order to its utmost ex- so, what might have been the conse- 
tremity. No\^ to prove how conveniently quence ? He rememberH^well that much 
this principle might he occasionally re- miachief was apprehended, hut the danger 
laxed, he would mdfely state the contents was*dissipated hyjthe restoration of that 
of a requisition which an hon. baronet freedom which was the most ^Qectual foe 
had )Uat shewn him, as having been served I to danger. Therefotts he saw with pain 
on him, requiring his attendance at acouA every act of hostility against the freedpnx 
of common council—he did ndi think it of the press, particularly at t)te present 
would be disorderly to mention the^ame crisis. The H^qins ought not at such a 
of tlic hon. gentleman, not certainly as a period to betr^^' any thing like that |i08« 
nirmboi- of that House, but as an alder- tijity. • It \^as inconsistent with the safety 
man—lie was a very constitutional man; it of the country, and peculiarly so with 
was sir William Curtis: The requisition their own interest. But in the case under 
desired his attendance at a court of com- coiwiderdtion their interest, thein princt- 
m<in council to ** consider of the prodigal pies, and their pride sliould restrain lha 
and profligate expenditure of the public Hotfsa from engaging jn such conduct, 
money by the House of Commons, in tIVe Tliere was something so ^illy» so small, sol 
late grant of an annuity of 2,000/» a-year ignominous lu the contest fli which the 
to lord Wvllington." Now if the bill of Hou.se was involved, that he could not 
. rights was tq be so closely adhered to in think of it without pain, and therefore 
every case, why was sucli a notice as this must feel anxious to rescue it from its 
made public with impunity ? Wlfat! shall ,warfare with the British Forum. 'Upon 
that House thunJer its vengeance to batter these grounds he would take leave to 
down a poor debating club, when it wouki move an Amendment, thaj. John Gale 
not dare to raise its arm-against a wealthy Jones should be discharged in consequence 
corporation ? If this distinction \fas to be of the contrition he had expressed tor his 
practised and endured, let thei'c*be.an end offence against tiie privileges of the House, 
then of all that gives *our constitution and the period he had been imprisoned ia 
value —repress all discussione—profiibit Newgate. The right hon. gentleman ex- 
any county meetings—silence every con- pressed a wish to know from the chair, 
troul oVer public men on the part of ihe^w'hcther this mode of applying for the 
people,—and bynhat act deprive parlia- discharge of Jones, or his own application 
meat of the great stimulus by which it is peUtion, was the more regular or ordi- 
forced to do its duty. If this principle of nary course in such casec ? 
the bill of rights was to be acted on at*all. The Amendment having been delivered 
comqpon justice required thSt its extension* to the Speaker, he observed in reply to 
should be general*; and if that/vere once inquiry of Mr. Sheridan, that an ap- 
the case, they would rdb the people of plication to the House by petition from 
thmr only consolation under suffering— the prisoner, would be itiore consonant to , 
vot. XVI. B^*#*** . . » 
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the ordinaty mode of proceeding in such 
cases.—^The Amendment being read. 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer said,* 
that he could not agree either with the 
original motion, or the amendment. In 
the first instance, the argument of the 
hon. baronet had allqgcther failed ; it Kad 
been shewn in the course of the debate 
to have been wholly unfounded : a noble 
lord (Folkestone) had taken great pains 
and mainifested no inconsiderable puhion 
of ingeituity in reconciling tlio statements 
of the honourable b.ironet, with princi¬ 
ples >Yhich those statements went to upset. 
It had, however, bel!n«admitted, oven by 
.tliat noble lord, that that House hjtd aright 
of committal in cases of contempt, and 
thgt one concessiqii, immoveably founded 
as it certainly w'as, at once wont to thq 
rout of the wholg argument of the hon. 
baronet. It had been said by aright hbrt. 
gent. (Mr. Sheridan), that Mr. Gale Jones 
was ruit to be timde a martyr to th<^ mode 
of reasoning adopted by thG*hon. bartyict. 
But he would ask if thc^ House was to sa¬ 
crifice ihcif^ensc of ,their own dignity to 
principles which they utterly denounced ? 
He could ^lot see why the House should 
be called upon on the very day on which 
they had heard a doctrine avgweJ that 
went to tlie existence of theii; prjvilegcs, 
to discharge a person whom they hifd und- 
nimoDsly declared a^guilty of abroach of 
their privileges. The riglil hon. gent, 
bad reasoned as if every attempt on the 
part of ihf tlouSe to assert their privibiges 
must nceessui ily involve them in discredit, 
and put (hei^ in a situation out of whieli 
they were uniiblc to deliver tlicmselvts 
with either address or dignity,—Vet it 
appeared, that when the right hon. gent, 
had preferred an accusation himself it ne¬ 
cessarily became important; then to be 
sure it originated in^souud reason, and was 
deservedly nraticr of grave consideraiioti. 
It appeared, however, from*, the result, 
that a jury of dispassionate men, happily 
removed from the resi.^lless influence,of 
the right hon, gent/s eloquence, had pro¬ 
nounced Mr. Reeves not guilty of that 
atrocious libel which the’right hon. gent, 
in the veheinonce of his eloquence had 
attributed to him. If, then, the House, 
never came well out of such causes, the 
instance nwutioiipfi by the right hon. gent. 
In which that gentleman was himself the 
mover, was certainly one of the aptist 
illustrations of the truth of that asseftiofl. 
He thought that 0c House should he ex¬ 
tremely cautious {j admitting the influence 


of any new doctrine, without tracing that 
doctrine to its source. The corporation 
of the city of London bad been confound¬ 
ed with ^ spouting club—the one was a 
legal constitutional corporate body, and 
the other was utterly unknown—it wai 
nothing. He had no hesitation in saying 
that that House ought to pause before it 
wouhi interfere with the legal exercise of 
a constitutional body. They were con¬ 
vened by legal authority—they met to 
Exercise a constitutional rtglit-<-to petition 
parliaqient, and in that petition to com* 
ment upon the proceedings of their con¬ 
stituents, so that the analogy did not at all 
hold. He called upon the House to weigh 
welfthe consequences of making the case 
of Mr. Gale Jones a precedent—and a 
precedent it must be if hitherto the unU 
ftirm practice was that “every oflendcr 
should, previous to his enlargement, send 
in an humble petition to that House, ac¬ 
knowledging his olfence and avowing hia 
contrition; and if, in the present instance, 
Mr. <5ale Jones should be absolved from 
that hitherto indispensable preliminary. 

stress had been laid upon the ex¬ 
pressions of contrition made use of by 
Mr. Gale Jones at the bar ; but such e\- 
pressifins Iiad been made previous to his 
commitmeut. The House agreed, after 
that confession unanimously, to commit 
him ; therefore, some subsequent acknow¬ 
ledgment was necessary ; at the same 
time, he had no hesitation in saying, as 
far as he himself was individually con- 
Ct’rned,that if the person in question should, 
alcording to the ordinary and regular 
course, submit his acknowledgments to the 
House in the shape of a humbfe petition, 
he (the Chancellor of the’Exchequer) 
should be the fust to accede to any pro¬ 
position for his enlargement 3 but if that 
individual should be so ill advised, as to 
rprusc such acknpw'ledgmetU, the Houso 
in hisoipnion could not enlarge that per-, 
son without a compromise of its dignity. 

Mr/ Sheridan .in explanation said, that 
he hod distinctly stated tliat that House had 
pronouuccfi the Pamphlet of Mr. Reeves to 
be a gross',scandalous,and maliciour. libeL 
Karl Temple, if he could not concur in 
the motion of* the hon. baronet, should 
not consent to the attainment of the 
same object by a .side wind, in agreeing 
>to the ainendm?iit. He thcuight the con¬ 
finement already suffered by the irfdivi- 
dual asuflif lent punishment furhisoflence; 
but would not consent to bis discharge till 
he should by a petition express contrition 
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for bisoflence. The Bill of Rights was not 
intended to prevent constitutional meet¬ 
ings, legally convened for discussing the 
conduct of public men. But lie could 
not consider self-called meetings as ciw 
titled to the same consideration as corpora¬ 
tion meetings, or county meetings legally 
convened by the Sheriffs. He should 
therefore rote against the original motion 
and against the amendment, at the same 
time distinctly stating, that if a petition 
were to bej)reseiitod, he should vote foa 
the discharge of the indiridual. 

Mr. IVhiti/read was sorry that tlu hon. 
baronet had brought forward his motion 
in a sliape^ which, wliaicver way it should 
be decided, would not attain his object, 
lie could not but agree that the House 
had the right to commit persons fora breach 
of its privilrgest; but he must also add, 
that in his opinion that House very seldom 
got well out of such proceedings. Jt wms 
clear that th^ honourable iiaronet hat] 
gone the whole irngtli or(ien3Mng that the 
llouse lud the rigITt to commit an)i per¬ 
son, but one of its own members ; fur he 
bad put his argument in the form of a syU 
logisrn ; a couit of reedrd only had suen 
a power of commitment ; that flousc was 
not a court of lecord, therefore that j4ou<e 
had no such liuiit of cummitment. He 
shouhl lluTcfore vote for the amendment. 

Mr. C. W. H'ynn declared Ids intention 
to vote furameiidmenljbcC'iuse he thought 
the coulinemciu ay^cady suflcred sutlicient 
as ^ punishment for the otlcncc. 

Sir K hurdeti icplied to the various Ar¬ 
guments which had been urged against 
his motion. He had endeavoured to guard 
against thcaconfonndintr the simple prupo- 
hSitioii, which^he had stalcil, with the ex¬ 
ercise of the inquisitorial functions of that 
House. lie could never have had it in 
idea to assert, that the House had not the 
pow'er, in the exercise of its conslilulional 
lunctions, to remove indsances, that 


It could likewise imprison for constructive 
contempt? The former was a power ne¬ 
cessary for the performance of its consti¬ 
tutional functions,and had not been denied 
by him. But he did deny that they had 
legally the power to call a man to their 
bar for the purpose of clftrging him with 
an ofleiice. and then 4> inilict upon him 
imprisonment, the highest punishment, 
not capital, recogij.yed by the law of this 
lam; In doing this, the House appealed 
to him to have greatly transcended its con- 
slitulional preiogatives. The hart, 
then procecdsefto review the •rases that 
had been adverted to4n the course of the 
l^discussioii, and ilic *coninienis made upon 
them. He shewed that not one of them 
applied to the case under <‘onsideration. 
li'an}^ hon. member could shew to hnu 
that such a prri^gativ.* was necessary to 
t^e constitutional funclidhs of parhamrnt, 
he woulil submit. They had already 
abandoned ail the privileges which were 
foi^ucity thought necesary for theTn, be- 
caus^e they hud hi-eii found obstructions 
lo ju>tice, and they now rciained odiy 
fiecdom of iipecch abd from arrest. Hu 
had hoped* that the learned gentlemen 
opposite, tliose luminaries of the law, 
would have thrown more light upon the 
sul)ject; hut ihc*on!y case they had pro- 
diiced,. lhaf of Ferrars m the reign of 
Henry VIH,went to shew that the House in 
such cases had no separate authority, 
the* learned gentlemen had mistaken all 
his cases and misconceivwl the^^hjcct for 
wliicii he had cited them, and the argu¬ 
ments with which he urged them. But 
the hon. and learned gent, ^the attorney 
general) had nut been at)ie lo shew that it 
was consistent with the law of England 
—that law', which, according to Plowden, 
;,was (ouiidcd upon pure reason—that* an 
English subject ought lo be questioned 
twice for the same offence.^ The cases 
he had clte(l, he referred to only as illus- 


obstructions lo judgment, a«po\ve? wdtich 
every magistrate posse.sscdi ’ 'All-courts 
had that right, because without it Uiey 
could not proceed in the adiitinistration 
of justice. What was the legal, meaning 
of contempt ? That which throws ob¬ 
structions in the*way of the proceedings 
of any court, is a contempt of that court; 
therefore the privilege of the court in such 
instance was the right of removing sttch 
obstruction; but how wcretTieproi i edings 
of that llouse adeemed, or at lea^ obstruct¬ 
ed, by ^libel ^ Did it follow that, because 
it could commit for direct obsfnictioii. 


trativc of his argument, and ia order to 
shew, by the wt»ll digested and able paper 
of file Judges in the case of Bridgenian and 
Holt, that the judges acknowledged no 
legal tribunal in this kingdom but the 
* courts estabjished by the haw of the land. 
Tile lex parliatuentaria that had been so 
’much talked of, was binding upon their 
own members, but not flpon others. It 
did not give that House a power, not pos¬ 
seted by the Sovereign—the power of 
committing a person for an Oifence cog¬ 
nisable by the legal tribunals. • What was 
the answer of chief justic^ Morton to £d- 
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ward the fourth, when asked by that 
monarch whether he could arrest a 
particular person”, •' No, Sire, that would 
bean act for which'you could not be 
questioned.and the party,it aggrieved could 
have no redresa; you must make an arrest 
by ail officer w’bo*^w.II be responsible for 
the const tjiicnres'/* It was like>vi.sc a 
most nr.uerial ohjrction against this right 
claimed by the lIou.W, that they could 
rot propoi'Mori the punisliment the 
ofh'ucr ; as iiii individual may,by possibi¬ 
lity, i'eVoiiIlncd st;ven yo-Tis, or only five 
iniiiun s if** ion was to laid' place 

]Vlu»'h had been saidrof ihe digtiity of that 
Ilou't*; »>ut if dignity \vasto ineasurc^'i 
and >iijiporu*d by pinii^liaienl, J.u k Ke|t h 
niu^i liciv. iiioi( ^*djgn ty tnan any ofli. r 
indiv'id'i 1 in tile kingdom. lf**sltong 
povMTs \M‘K* u be givt*ij any where, be 
sho<iitl pi'« lei givittg them lo (lit* Kibg. 
]1< Ik id ivei b. III 11 t nemy l<» the e.v- 
ei'i-voi iiibuTarv power in anyr, 
and on :fie''aMix‘ i',r‘‘imls was led t#i o]i- 
wliiu he iookffi'upon as an u-nr|>ii- 
tioii ol aiT uneonsinuti<»n*cd,aiul arbitrary 
pnw* I (Hliie pail of that Iloyso. ^ * 

Tise Aineiidnient was then negatived 
vviliomt.i oivi^ioi) r but upon the original 
motion the House (livit!t*d—For it, 1 t—■ 
Against it, 163—M.ijorii\*, 

[Sla VK TuAOii.] Mr. rose to 

make bis promised motion lor oupio'' of 
tliu cuTespondenco between the io^elgn 
acciTtary ami the ministers of foreign 
power.s/ri sidont in London, upon the sub- 
’ jecl ol the abolftion of Slave 'IVade. ■^I'he 
lion. gcnt.« requested llie indulgt nce of 
the House while describing the objert of 
his motion, and the nature of the papers 
he intented to more for. He disclaimed 
all sentiments of hc^tilily to the present 
ministers as influencing him in the molio'n 
lie was about to make. He then pro- 
ceedc'd to atlvcrt to the resolution of I80d, 
Sind lamented that, as a general measure 
it should have proved^ so inefficacious; 
more especially wiili respect to foreign 
powers. Sweden had carried on the 
Slave Trade in the island of St. Bartho¬ 
lomew; that island from its proximity 
to those of the West India islands belyng- 
iiig to us, affbnied ample mean.s for sup¬ 
porting an illicif trade in slaves wHh many 
of our colonies in that quarter. The Stave 
Trade, with respect to Sweden, was? 
merely a nominal trade, not excec^iing 
six or .se«vcn slaves a-year for tha^isl&nd. 
He ti*u.sted, however., that such facilities of 
kitercourse exliied* between the courts of 


Stockholm and London, as that any evils 
resulting from the illicit trade at St. Bar* 
tholomew might be remedied. Next> 
with respect to Portugal and Spain, their 
flags could nut certainly be used to any 
great extent in protecting the illicit trade. 
When he was at Lisbon in his Majesty’s 
service, he was astonished and concerned 
to find that from one district of Africa, 
there were amioally exported to the Por¬ 
tuguese settlements in Ameiiea, not less 
than from 16 lo I(J,(X)0 siave.'^i' and lliis he 
was then told amoinred to but one half 
of the whole tiaile lor Poriu^al. He 
I trusted that our representations upon this 
head would be foAind to have ha>l weight 
ill the counj'ils ol Porniijal ; ;m wo iniebt 
justly he sup(j«/.. 'd to l>avf sonic inlluencc 
in a countiy in itio I -rcncc of which we 
had voted UK'iioy for the support ol 30,000 
I of its mtiive Uoops. Wiih respect to 
.Spoiii—Spam he harl noidhnibt traded in 
.slaves lo liie aiuonnt of neaiiy two thirds 
ol the Slave Tiade oi Poriugal; the prin- 
cipif! pail of this tiade ascairied on by 
Spun, was earned on between Cuba and 
jrilie llavuimab ;. and it was but too justly 
apprehended, that in the iuleicourse be- 
iwtMui both the illicit tiade was .sujiportod 
by landing the slaves upon the British 
iales. With respect to America—the 
Americans had abolished the Miave Tiade, 
vet much of the illicit trade, wu.s earned 

4/ 

on under the flag of Sw’edeii; this wa.s a 
topic peculiarv niU resting to the Ameri¬ 
cans, and the Home had set n in the Ame- 
•cican cone.'^poiideiice re.sppcting Mr, Ers- 
' liine, that they shewed their willingness 
to o|)en a ncgoeialion upon this subject; 
they had .said that thi'y couid nut make 
any concession allteting llreir right of so- 
• eieignty, j'i t that, if their ships should 
be delecicd by our cruizers in that illicit 
trade, the owners of those ship.s would not 
*make any representation to their govern¬ 
ment,,)n tlie violation of whose laws they 
had so seliered. He apolugi.sed to the 
House for the few observations he had 
t-ikcn ih^ liberty to throw out, and con- 
clvided with moving, ** That an humble ad¬ 
dress be presented to his Majesty, pray¬ 
ing that he wouM be graciously pleased 
to order, thkl there be laid b.’dbre the 
House, copies of all communications made 
by his Majesty's secretary of Stale for 
foreign affains, to the ministers of foreign 
powers resident in London, with their an¬ 
swers thereunto.” 

Mr« Canning complimented the hon. 
gdnt. on the ability with which h« had 
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•stated the subject. With regard to Por¬ 
tugal, the bon. gent, would find that 
every thing had been dune to induce the 
Brazil government to concur in garrying 
the abolition into effect. Bui though no’ 
doubt Gieai Britain had reason to expect 
that the Portuguese government would 
pay considerable deference to its recom- 
inendatiofi, yet it would be recollected 
that iireat Britain liad no right to dictate 
to that government. Wiien the abolition 
had advanced so slowly in this enlightened*] 
country, with all the aid of popular feel¬ 
ing, and all the weiglit uf the two great 
auihoriiies (Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox,) who 
concurred in this point, though hardly on 
aiiv otiu r. When this measure had been 
20 veais in agnation here before it was 
carried, il c»»vild not reasonably he attri¬ 
buted to a Mailt l^l'zealor humanity in tlie 
Poriuguesr government, which ha< re- 
im>vc<l to the yery laud of slavery, that ii 
hyd ooi in me spare ofuno year <lone any 
thing dec»''i'e- Jhii*lic believed tliat when 
tile p.ipets sliould be produced, it #ouid 
be touud tlui. then* w is an aitirle in the 
tre.i'y wih the Hr izil goveniiuent, pro* 
viding if not at'aoluicly, .n li^ist nnuMi 
moic (If dually lor the gradu.il .iboliiioii 
than the nrtn le coiiluine<l in the abbitive 
tieaty with America, With .regard to 
Spain, the Slave Tiade of which liail per¬ 
haps b(*eii too highly ustinialeil at two 
thirds of the amount of the Poriugiuse 
trade, the hon. grtit. would find'that the 
object had not been neglected ni that 
(juartcr. Pot if con>iderable management 
was necessary with respect to the 
guese government, the hon. gent.* wuuli) 
be aware that good management was also 
^necessary with regard to that of Spam. 
There was hardly time to enter jnto any 
stipulation with thatgovcrnmcMit with res¬ 
pect to its colonial policy. But it would 
he found lliat the most earnest rccuin- 
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metidation had been made to the Spanish 
government, to take the subject info its 
most .soiious consideration. As to Swe¬ 
den, it would be found that j\o return 
could be made to the address on ^hat 
head-sunless something had b^en done 
with that pow'er ^ince he had been in of¬ 
fice. tiis object, he confessed, hacl been 
to obtain from the different govenirnerits 
a distinct abolition of the trade—and pot 
a convention to prevent an illicit trade by 
trade!* by the subjects of thi.s epuntry, 
under their flags. Hei cottfossed he 
bad not been aware, till lately, that the 
illicit trade in slaves by British subjects 
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had been carried on to so great an extent 
under the Swedish flag. As far as Swe¬ 
den herself was concerned, the advantage 
she herself derived from that trade was 
certainly very little—and be had heard 
with extreme regret that her flag had been 
lent to our own traders jo carry on this 
commerce in direct defiance of the law. He 
suggested that some effectual steps should 
be taken by the legislature and the go- 
Termnent to suppress this gross inli ingc- 
rnent of the law by British subjects.^ .With 
regard to America, he difiered^ahogothcr 
from the hon. gent, as tn the mode of pro¬ 
ceeding with that gfJteriimont, although 
die perfectly agreed in all the pnneiph'S 
he had stated. The hon. gem. thought 
that America was anxi(^.s for the aludi-* 
Uon. •llis mfoiiiiation led hon to a con¬ 
trary conclusion? ilit hdu f was dial the 

• V 

/Wni't'ic ms lead no inclinuiioii to aholish 
the « fl‘fCtiiJi!lv, and tiial they only 

WcUiti (No lake advaola^e hi our alodilion. 
Uii(b:r liiHi i:ovciiiiiu'ot it would lie k( pt 
III (iiiiid tli.it theii'Vas a grcatoi siavt* |)o- 

pulation than under.any odu'*f, and lliat 
* till' po|mlar fcidinu: would not iliercloie 
go M) (111 dually ahmg wnli it;; govern- 
nicnt in iIk* aboiirion. * 7'he substance 
of the le hi the abortive treaty to 
which he Ivid 'alluded, was, that the two 
gbvi-rnliien's sliotiid mutually commuiii- 
eato to (.(('h Ollier tthe sttps taken to 
carry tlie abolition into ellect, wipch was 
lictrTily doing any thni:;. But the hon. 
getiv thought he saw froiii tiic <X)rrespon- 
d(;Mee some rea.son to think that there 
would h«* no serious oppositi<in on the part 
oi tlie American govcrnmeiit to an agree¬ 
ment jx'riiiitiotg the capture of their 
slave by nur ciuz«rs; because 

as such vessels would he at ling in pppo- 
'sition to the Americ ni law, they wouldr 
ha\e no ground uf cotpplaint to the Ame¬ 
rican gov(*i'tiincnt. Hut the hon. gent, 
h.id nor n.ag'ilic correspondence with his 
usual acemat'y.^ An agiecment on this 
p(n 4 it was wli it th»*y particularly objected 
to, as conliary to their sovereignty, al¬ 
though at liu; same time they had said that 
*if the power of capture should be exer¬ 
cised, persons taken in an illicit trade 
,C(>ulil not be intiiled to redress. But, in 
this, iliAjie was nothing l^ke a convention ; 
it was merely .saying, that any one might 
kill an outlaw. If this country had legis¬ 
lated U[ion the idea of any such right of 
c/^tui’e, the American governtpent would 
certainly have complained; another cou- 
sidciadon was, that this wduld be liable 
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abuse. The only way of proceeding 
would be by the admiralty, at their risk, 
giving directions to our cruizers, or rather 
privateers. But W'hat assurance could 
there be, that this discretion given to 
privateers, would not be abused; and 
when vessels were found to have been im¬ 
properly seized under such a system, to 
what perpetual complaints would it not 
give rise. There must also be a recipro¬ 
city in the conduct of the system, and the 
American privateers would be let loose; 
and under the pretence of seizing slave- 
ships be an intolerable annoyance 

to our whole tradf. fie did not say they 
would aclnnliy do tlYis: but certainly the 
experiment would be most ^dangerous. 
Nothing could be dune upon a grijvnd 
hkc this. Ill ail the principles and objects 
of the bon, gept., lyj most pcrrertly 
agrcctl. lie had only listn for the pur- 
of briefly the principles upon 

vrhich he Inyl acted, with reference to 
tliis subject, when in oiTicc lie concluded 
by seconding the inolion. * 

* J\lr. wished that his friend 

had not tlionglit it neccss^My io picfacc 
his inolion with any renuwks, but huil 
Spared ITls obso^vations till the prodnclion 
of the papers. But as the American go¬ 
vernment had been wprescitled as un- 
friendl}' to the abolition,he iiTas a^xiou^ to 
say a lew wonls on tliat point, Tficre 
was a great deal 'of slave population in 
Ainerita; but still there was evidence to 
shew, tl^ut the. American government was 
as friendly to the abolition as it could be, 
in consistency with a due regard to popu¬ 
lar feeling.* To prove this Mr. Stephen 
mentioned, that a slave, ship had been 
brought in by a British cruizer, and con¬ 
demnation applied for in the prize court. 
ItUurned out that the ship w’as American 
property, and there w'as no doubt but she 
must be resl^prcd. Mr. Monro, the Ame¬ 
rican minister, stated at that; time, that the 
American government wished to give no 
protection to the claimant; but if the ship 
was to be restored then he claimed IntV Ibr 
the government, on account of her carry¬ 
ing on a trade contrary to the law. He 
also instanced another case of the samk 
kind. Among the commissioners uruler 
the treaty the majority were American^, 
and consequently almost all the disputed 
points were carried in their favour; but 
when a claim was made for a slave ship it 
was rejected with indignation. Theseth^nga 
went to pfbve the Americans were hot un¬ 
friendly to the ;t^olilion. He thought that 


a distinction might be made between the 
slave trade and other branches of com¬ 
merce, and an arrangement made on that 
particular point; but the article in the 
abortive treaty could never hare answered 
any very good purpose. It ought to be 
kept in view, however, that at that time 
the slave trade had not been altogether 
abolished. He believed that there was a 
disposition in the American government 
to concur in this object, and he thought it 
but just to state that opinion. 

Mr. Brougham was aware, that in order 
to cflect the object, there must be some 
arrangement with America, becau.se other¬ 
wise, there could be no proceedings in the 
prize courts ; bu( what he submitted was, 
that there appeared in the correspondence 
a disposition lu tbe American government 
to concede so far as ^o.allbrd hopes, that 
some arrangement might be made on this 
particular point. The right hon. gent, in 
his opinion had dealt hhrshly with the 
American government. Tlicy had given 
pro^f of their dispefaition to abolish the 
slave trade. Jt ought to be recollected 
that they liail set us the example of aboli¬ 
tion, a pretty sivong ])roof that they were 
siiicrreli anxious for the success of the 
nh-v,siiie. And yet the right honour¬ 
able gcnllemait had said—and so grave 
and serious a charge Iiad seldom been so 
lightly made, that the only object of the 
Amoriraiis was to get possession of a part 
of our slave trade ! He did not believe that 
this was the case; and if he had believed it, 
he uould have been cautious how ho 
,Stated it. He would humbly recommen<l 
to the right hon. gent., who had so lately 
been secretary of slate for foreign aflairs, 
and might, perhaps, be very soon called 
to that oflice again, to he cautious liow 
lie preferred so grave and serious a charge. 

Mr. Barham had always been of opi¬ 
nion, that unless the trade was abolished 
by other gover^mients it would soon re¬ 
vive iA our own colonies. It was only by 
treaty \/ith -other powers that the trade 
could be effectually abolished. 

Mr. Biilberforce expressed his great sa¬ 
tisfaction that whatever little diflerences 
there might be on minor points, there was 
one universal concurrence in the desire to 
carry the object of abolition into'Complete 
eflect. On that object he himself, and 
tlfosc who had taken a particular interest 
in the measure, had constantly kept their 
eyes fixqd. He thought the right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Canning) had ^onc too far 
when he said that the American govern- 



I 

PARL. DEBATES, MAUcir H, l8lO.-^rf»!(T«cc Ejffmwej. [15 4 * # « « ^ 


inent was unfriendly to the abolition. It 
liad been well stated by his hon. friend 
(Brougham) who had out of the House 
done so much for the cause, and who now 
exercised his great talents in its favour in 
the House—that the American govern- 
nioiit had been before us in the abolition. 
There was, he firmly believed, a general 
disposition in America to abolish this 
traihe—and it ought to be remembered 
that they had done more than ourselves 
on this subject; fora great many of the 
slaves there had been emancipated—a 
most favourable omen of their future exer¬ 
tions in the cause. He hoped the atten¬ 
tion of the House would be fixed upon 
. this great object, and the great benefits 
which it calculated to confer on hu¬ 
man nature. 

The motions wefc then agreed to. 

HOUSE OF COMMON^. 

• JfW/icsday, ml^lorch 14-. 

{Ordnance l:!sriMATF5..] The House 
having resolved into a Cominiilee of 
supply, 

Mr. Ashky Coopsr, without anv* prcfi- 
ratory observations, stated to the 
mittee, tliat tile total saving on the ord¬ 
nance estimates for this year, amounted 
to nearly one million and a half;—under 
the Jiead of ordinaries, there would be 
found to be an e\i‘css for this year, 
amounting to 7.()0bt. ;—but under the 
head *of extraordiiiAries, tliere would 
found to be a diminution of charge, 
amounting to 1,140,000/.;—and undortlie 
head of unprovided, there tvould appear 
a diminution of :>5'i,20!i/ ;—so that the 
mtal uniTtr the-je two heads of ex- 

traordinane.s and unprovided would ron- 
»i>tof :i diminution of evpence, amounting 
to \ ,^‘J2/A09l .;—and the total sum he 
meant now to call upon the Committee to 
Vote for the ordnance service.of the*cur¬ 
rent year, for the United Kingdom, 
amounted to a,811),4(5G/, The saving under 
the head of extramdinaries aro)c from 
various causes. There was a reduction 
from the* annual charge of the foreign 
service, of yo0,000/. There, was also a 
saving in Horks and repairs of 2(i0,000/. 
There would be found a further sa' ing of 
60,000/. by the reduction of drauglii, 
horses ; and by a diminution of the num¬ 
ber of <Tcpots, thertf was an additional 
saving of 100,000/. With respect to the 
estimates for the ordnance in Ireland, 
there would be found generally te be a 


•saving of 123,000/. and under thti head 
of new works, would be found a funher 
saving of 17,000/. The hon, gent. ton. 
eluded with moving. ''That itisthcopU 
nion of the Committee that a sum nut ex¬ 
ceeding 3,819,466/. be granted to his 
Majesty towards defraying the ordnance 
estimates for the currcnt*ycar.'^ 

Mr. Calcr{{ft rose and said, l:e was not 
surpri .^d that the hon. gent, bad been so 
brief fipjun the subject; but he must request 
the patience of the Committee, whtle he 
deviated from the example which had 
been given, and went g little more into 
detail. He found, ifS lo”kijig over the 
pl!lpers whirh he hrhl in his hand, a re- 
dut^ion of I CO,000/. from the last year's 
expence, and so far ns sfleh a reduction^ 
could bJ^proverl to he he was willbig 
to all.ow tin; hon. gent. due [iraisc. 'lhi» 
reduction liad been made in the cxponce 
for saltpetre, and in those cjiarges which 
wcrc»tensied ' unprovided,' a phrase equi- 
s’alent*t() ^extraoidinpries' in the ctunmou 
accounts of the army, but whcuJic look¬ 
ed into tli(jse parts of the statement where 
'extravagancepwas most unjustitiahle and 
im.sorvict^ahle, he found thy old spuit still 
alive, and us vigoroiis as ever; he found 
charged in i Mhl. tor a house for 

the , Seci,etary, in Pall-mall ; lie next 
found for a building for a similar purpose, 
8 , 406 /. wliich, witli a noh-descript eliarge, 
which* he could not di.stiiict1y trni^e, at 
that lime, amounted to 1 1,0(X)/. The ex- 
pendild^ in the ordnance department 
,in providing apartments for its oflicers 
was intolerable; siimmeil up, if was not 
less than 45 , 000 /^ It might be aliedged 
that a considerable p;irt of this expence 
had been sanctioned by himself (Mr. Cal* 
craft) and his cuUraguc.s, while in office’i 
but the contract for the house in Pali-mall 
iiatl liccn made before they could have 
any iunucncc over it. As it wa,s, they 
tried lo get. rid of it, to lhr«'w it ofi'the 
hands of the nation, to exchange, to sell 
it; aOd, in the failure of all their eilortt 
for this purpose', were forced to pcrforni 
tbe contract; but improvements and em* 
b* lli&hments were going on, which would 
make-thc cost of that onerous fabric at 
Icafst 60,000/. But the expence oftji* 
establishment did not halt here : a miser* 
aide house in Pall-mall was bought up nt 
tlie sporting price of 7,163, for an en« 
gincviT ofliccr; another for the inspector 
general was purchased at a splendid price, 
in that same most expensi'^e part of tbe 
town.—He must now advert to an expcri- 
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Oiiure which it might seem invidious to 
touch upon, but which it was absolutely 
necessary to notice, he meant the pay of 
the superannuated men, and the pensions 
ofwidows and officers: but under this title, 
interesting as it must be to the feelings of 
the House, a Targe system of pcculdtion 
was easily coiiceLled ; it contained all the 
private pensions of'the ordnaiue, and in 
even the last year tiad increased by 
0,^90/. The melancholy events of the 
past year presented but too obvious a 
reason* fyr this increase. With regard 
to the works in the country he found a 
charge for the CVngne Ports, and he re» 
quested to know if the forljfications 
Dover were completed, lie lound in thi* 
Estimates the Qhathani head of expehee 
diminished, but still the extraruganre 
there had been,cn6rinou*j. He had but to 
instance the artillery barracks; those build> 
inga contained about l,(K)0 men, with a 
ftw^horses, afid some sheds for carriages; 
yet the expence of the Vork natj 'bocMi 
fSOfOOO/, Another questionable iieinwas 
that of rtT,000/, tovyards the erection of an 
artillery hospital—he wislied this item to, 
be furdicr explained, Buf there *was 
another rather extraordinary item of5,0> lO/ 
for the construction of » powder magazine 
in Dorchester; it was natural for the lion, 
gent, to have his partialities for‘Dorches¬ 
ter, but he (Mr. ^'alcraft) was at a loss to 
know^why a powder magazine was ncces- 
•ary there; He wished to be informed 
whether it was to treasure up the military 
stores of the town, or to receive the rparc 
powder of the entire district. He hoped,' 
however, that whether or not, it would be 
kept at a safe distancc^from the town ; 
but 5,000/. was a sum undeniably too large 
^v.so idle a purpose. He next found 
under one sweeping head, for building 
and taking land for building on, at Wool¬ 
wich, iS'ijOOQ/. This ohartre first met' 
the eye in i^e modest forntf of 78,0f)!)/. and 
was gradually inflated, up to the aggre¬ 
gate which he stated*. The minor gbuses 
there, were nf the same rank with those 
which be had noticed at Chatham. Officers 
were known to make dimost a property,of 
the hor'^e.s provided for the service ^ artd 
while they had tlum in actual empjoy 
drawing tfieir^ coaches and cmviclca, re¬ 
fused to pay the tax demandod by the 
commissioners, on the plc.i that they were 
the king’s hitrses. Ihe conimi>»Wmcrs, 
however, resisted such a pl/'a,'* and 
would allow no more than a single horse 
for each oibcisr. .On a late inquiry, it was 

4 


found that an officer had in his service n«r 
less than nine or ten soldiers as the regular 
attendants in his house, as his grooms, 
valets, and for aught he knew, as his cooks» 
butlers,' &c. and four horses. This per* 
son’s pica, he understood to be, the exer¬ 
cise of an assumed and as yet undisputed 
privilege ; that he had been guilty only 
of what he had known others, and many 
others, to have been constantly guilty. 

Mr. Ashley Cooper stated, across the 
table, tltat a court of inquiry^ was sitting 
upon the case alluded to by the hon. gent., 
and if an}' oflicer should be found guilty 
of such practices he would be punished by 
a court martial. 

.Mr. Culvrufi resumed; if the circum- 
starn os he Ind stated were true, he trusted 
thill the court of inquiry would not rest 
there; but lie wuuhl i.k* detain ilie House 
any longer upon the cn uinslance, hut 
firocecd. The next charge which he 
found was a small one, it was true; but 
he found no cause for it, trifling as it might 
bethought; 650/. for ordnance expenses 
at Ilungerfoi'd. '1 he next objec'tionabloi 
item of (.liaige, nas that for building bar¬ 
racks a^ Wederdietk; and here bt must 
ol>seive upon tin* gi Mioal tbllv of that ex- 
trjfvagam e, nhicli built sij. Ii sumptuous 
apartments for men wheie income entdd 
not exr«'c(l .'loO/. or -lOo/. a yeaj, a-, wcmld 

be fit for men of ns inmiv thoiMunU, 

# ** • 

giving them U.ereliy idle notions id’ ex- 
pondiiure, and leading ibein t onst cuu nily 
into exiraviigaiito. lie found likewise 
In the estimates a provision fm aridlcry 
drivers, a coip of beluceii 5 and O.OOt) 
mcniwitli 6,000 horses. 'I'lns great and 
most expensive body was a*id tt.uld be, 
of no possible use in the <;<‘»untry, cxce|i^ 
ing, in case of an invasion, to move the 
artillery from one p.iri of the Louniry to 
another. He did not find the sum relative 
to them printed in the estimates, d'hose 
artillt ry horscslwere cantoned by five and 
si\ hundred together in <listricts on the 
coast; yet^nthese very dis.iicls the coun¬ 
try was charged with 87,000/. for contract 
hor.ses,\u do the general work; wlidc the 
driver’s horses weie idle, totally idle, fiit, 
and sleek, and pampered till they would 
be unfit for wen the sihgle service to which 
they were designed. He knew that ofll- 
ccr.«'had an avirsionto pulling their horses 
Ifo am wor(; that sullied the glossiness of 
thi ir skiu<, or dimmed the polish of their 
harness; bi\t the expence of the corps 
amounted to tht enormous sum of 400,000/. 
wiliist iu services were only useful, at the 

actual 
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ftolu.il moment of i»vasirtn ; as if could 
hare no notice of invasion, not a moment 
to prepare; or, as if the species of horses 
employed in the artillery hcic not pre¬ 
cisely of that description, of vvhicli an al¬ 


to economy. TUeir former hou«€ had 
ht'Cn at St. jVlargurL't and from 

their wish to avoid expeiU’e,\hoy liad long 
and di‘-tinctiy refused to contrnct uith the 
cominisdioners for uidrning nud improv' 


most unlimited number might h^ gut at. iiig the streets about Westminster; u 


any pressing moment in the country ! Yet 
for this event, di.^iant, if it should ever 
arrive, the ( oiintiy was to bo s.iddled with 
an intolrffinle expence, a permuient and 
certain buriliin, to meet mi event barely 
contini»eut. 'l‘he number of the corps em- 


peremptory notice, ho«e\*cr,ruially obliged 
tJK'Hi to give up tlieir h«u.«e; and they 
then ndU'ii i\Ir, W’yalt. ihoir arehiteci, 
before tlnxii, who staled that the Ioa'. s'. 
terms on which be could build a hou,e fjt 
lhc!» Aus lOOOi)/., and iha^ he coiiul uoi 


plnyi d on servier jiie-t be small,.' do \ .spin »j k•s^ than two years. I’litw 


I’ho 

to- 


had hcaial in ilie mean lime, that the 
Union Club ll4ns(’ was fer d#, and that 
h<‘ pronnetoj.s woi * di^in ‘i«ed fur money. 


and ilnre couM be no ground l‘»r f‘o\uinn- 
ing an nselo^-s exfitnduun* ai imme. 
corp' sIiouM be r(due»<], lU/t pr i:. ’ 
tally; it might in* adu .iilc t* 
skeleton for .m iiu rta.( i!u 
sluiuld he n< c-S'-urv ; bnt d t ie ii 

of hoises \vi Ti' I: * 1 im j fj'a^i* of the I b'u e, o« t P.n-the pubbr *ft-- 

'( (or :he I Vu e, hul on tj^'i t‘d ji) s\ ilv* individual. 


; Jle ei) wr. *1 .uiv ipienily ordeitd 

lord oi;.a( \ iMi l!te pro- 




pr,“l('rs’ ngenl, >\ . (hoM, f'r the [uir- 


apfd'; ,'7 


them to ) • lit 

detail into iucli lie- -u' 
but it was orie^lo \i hi K- 

tleiit ;\'•'pnit ol inipiii e (oehi n 
plied; it \va- u«'l. fje'-oiunM. 
of that, honouniide Ibm «, /<• \t.\ 


«.f i- d h d him. ! I Ij’ did o. 


cdeH in 'Inig tin 


iiiiinense >uni.s 


ltd pa- 

I 

■4'u 

jtholM m'OOt< !v *' 5 V' 


hoo ” it r.'jrh a laiie, ih n ih-: taiginal 
je't'ia i( tei ' ii, >' ly mdt‘',ii:ni*, 

• mI •. 1 I !»'• tv'I m > »d t h« ‘ale. 


: \\ (rt ’I (fii -v 

■ ....iV.ie.' 




^ *. 01 « U ’1 Jse smu 
•A.)- a«,*n- 


Iln 


‘.■a»inj' ihc lU'i ^ itv ol ih < and 1 chnijn'; I • ne" without whii'h tin* 

»l l» 11*1. 


»pkeA- 
h:i <• t^ir 

'•^.‘•‘.ed 


pailicnlailv wiil.-ejt i.n')*\i5>g 
tion o! loMuer < ami i*<-^. 1 i»> 

>altp;lie. m w hn ii a 1 e.hn tmu 

of,w;t', Oi;(),Uv'(;/. ■ l< 

m li I md \*.is IviVjd/. 
lie du) not f omini In lul ih.e idu u) Utmi of 
uiii.neeto iliat extent; did it coinpir- 
hfud the puichasr.of horses in lieland lor 
lh(!-'u{|>s In re ^ [lie wa*- an-Wiicil m ilu* 
neguii\c oi H/ss 1 he t.iole.) He cmile.sTi'd 
tumsell totally at a lo^^s to ae/ o-ml lor ^ 
t harge w Idrli seemed so sopt rioi * lo i hi 


len.-e wo '4 n* ', »' sold, and which Was 

e.orill ,s { > 0 /. \\ ih lr oe( ! to tie- honvy 

jdi tin- ii'i.nji , v.htoi he e.ime in‘o ol- 
fiee, he fej j 1 jn<--!imute, lor a iit’iv heustt 
f**r theV'ei i -tai \ , oi 0,>>0O/. TliiSj as hav¬ 
ing, he pr/suiu'-d, the isain.liuii ol lord 
■Mfura, he hid aitcd upon, and i'll*, 
(’ixfper suh his iiUotr t lor ^J'hc 

plan of til'- (di.itii.Mu bnijdings, V,as Mr. 
\Vj and as to tin* oflicM alluded to 

I the lion, pent, ns h:u mg been put umicr 
a •«‘:t at J'lustnug, )'e cmdd^nly say ho 


iiecessitie^*ri| the .small eoips ^t:ltl((ne<l m i ii id Iohik! tha4 iijiic'r at all limes ini/.l 


iieland; tnullie must lament to fmd, tin:! 


ii'p ni -u-. ru fi\e. 


Wuii le.iperi, however. 


the ypint of economy w lueli liad giv. n to the hn.klmgs(;[ ('11^1113111,110 had rej\* 
•iueh hope of rational rclreiu bmenl was uson to hope ihattbeio would he no Implies 


hop 

merely nominal at best ; n icducimn only 
ft 0111 one degree of waste to aimthftr ; liorti 
the indefensible exiravagnm c of last year" 
to the almost equally culpablo exlfava- 
gam e of the present one.^ • * • 

Mr. A. Cooper admitted tho excels 


hope 

ih;u;md upon liio public upon this hea-l. 
'file d( jiot of { arnagi -l ior sea serviee was 
of wof d, an*l tins made it so !iabh‘ to fhtt 
danirer of lire, that it w'as tliought neces¬ 
sary to build andtherdepot. W'ith n sped 
lo^l le abuse of Imises, the linn. ^eiit. had 


the presenl ycavVs cslnnales ofer (ho«v* of iver-iated the case to winch he had alliid- 
l.gOh luit that excess was impuiahle lo j cd, the odicer not etnjrossiug the use oi 
the increased (xi;jencv of public allUirsT nine soldier;! and five iioi>es, but only of 

tv^o horses and but two men, but the''C 
'cpnslA^tlv; there might hate been more 
but li i'^ been determined 
to piovent tiic* cnivirmanre. of tills abu'O 
fo^ tlie fiUiiie.—Ol the artillery horse.?, to 
i!ie hou. gent, had adverted, some 
had boMi seal to Spain amf IVutugal; 


public 

since tij'a- period as well as to the rise in 
the price of eveiy article. Wit'i respect 
to the huu«o in P^i! Mull, Kc entered into 
a minute detail of ;b.- nroeji'*'dings c-n the, 
partVit tho bo.nd (-/oi-lnanre m purchasing 
th.at hou-e, to shew, tl,a| tiie«bonrxl had 
been inOuenced fv an anxious atlcntmii 
Vof.. .svi. 


V. .V V 
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fioino were in Sicily, and some were ill'll'| carryui;; on in tliat quarter. He could 
land; and 1,MK/were to be loluccd: i. positively i.Ue, so t’lr from this being ne- 
Thc use of the liorscs howevrr was iK*l } ces-sary, tout ihc works there were a com- 
conhiied to the dragging of the gnni. j inun jest to iLe whole neighbourhood. He 
They were necessarv for the jjurjiose oi' j had hciiid ilutij n»iiciilel vvi'liin the very 
iraiiiing the drivers. The batties on th.; ''vuiiis (lie .n^enal, about which be 


continent lately, it would be rectillccied, 
had been decitlcd chielly by tlie rapid 
tnov(‘tnen:s of artillery. Tin* drivi-rs loo, 
iirion orcasioM might be draited iiiio ihv 
artillery, when; they proved very umIuI. 

^Vith regaivl to saltpetre, it hud been 
thought iiccessai to liave a quaiftity in 
ilic coftvdry ecual to seven years consump¬ 
tion, anu"iu*Mce the lar.’.dsum licmanded 
under that (e-ad; «vlicn this augmentailon 
had been proposed iJy him ihoro w."; btit, 
a “upply for two yearsS consunqilion iti the 
tour.lry. Tlie artillery heives eoul I «itoi 
<(T> the business now performed by cmj- 
tract horses. The# comvai t horses wci\-* 
employed in thd'woiks wliich were cani-^d 

on onlv ill summer, ond it was at that st*a- 
%/ 

» 0 !i that the drivers were trained, so that 
tlie altillery horses could nut be eifiplovod 
instead of the conlraet horses. The works 
of DoverM’crc almost finished, and there¬ 
fore theic would be a reduerton uiuli r Ur:til oT u aiaiknig on the entire mass of charce 


scwrcelv ever r .dc v.' tfioul observing some 
new pu Tt* of ai\ liitcctnrc. The land 
wiitch hiv on the .side <-f the Tliumcs had 
ijCin, he t; «,'ared. purrhused i)f govern- 
mesi‘ . 1 ’ • .*0 n above ten limes its value; 
and llii'i pruna-e was ivA more to he con¬ 
demn I tiian was the cx|'cnditure of 
!i 0 ,() 0 ()^ on a wliarf He had said thus 
much on a sobject with wdiich he w’as lo- 
tvlly arc.'* Untcci, because he knew those 
e.'illmaies were now (not, as formerlv', 
conhnvd to the canvasscvl by the 

coumrv at large. He lu pail every mpm- 
ber would o^ramine them,{'n'i .*\prej8s his 
opinion on those with tt’hich he was ac¬ 
quainted. He ci'cld not sit down, with¬ 
out again diecbinng, Uiat Uie buildings at 
Wh'ulw'ch wero j)anicularly objects of 
disgust fortlioir inntihtj^ and ••xtravagance, 
IVanJ/r rose, not for the purpose of 
C'lnvassing each individual estimate, but 


head. 

Mr. Cah'n'if't .said, ^hat ;JO^OOl) giiinns 
was a niou rxtravng :ii. ^nm for the house 
|uirc{ia''ed for ihr bo'Xid. No ladivido.il 
would have given such a sum for i^. The 
fXpenre of it aliogellicr was .*31,000/. iii- 
flepcndent of the house tor the luspector- 


I'.s It .s'nod lo foie him. lie confes.sed he 
!i..(] ii ji) .«omc hope, that a retrenchment 
w'odd Iv.uc taken place, from the decla* 
ra»*')n t>f ,\n hon. riK*ml)fir opposite, last 
‘,p'»iioo. ihiit there would be a saving this 
year »'f a million ami a half. An ostensi¬ 
ble diminution bad now indeed taken 


i’lentr.t of the engineer department. * A.« i place ; but if any one took the trouble of 
to the work of ilie coiitraci hor.rjc. In | pvamming the estimates carefully,’ he 
.was still full} pejmaded, it imqht iA* pm- j w-e.lil see that it was but ostensible. The 
fo’*med by the urtilleiy hordes. Onu sti i V.ivliig had been made only by using old 
' I - -1. 1 - -- • . 1 ^,oi>s/&c. ; but in any new estimate, a 


of the borscs miglit be atwojk while the 
uti'.ers w*vre in tiaining, t^id diliereiit sets 
mi^ht thus rcliese each other altenrdelv'. 
lie observed the enormous sum of l(3,Oi)i)/. 


real diminution by no means appeared. 
Throuirlmut tb.e entire list, indeed, the ut-~ 
most aiicetution of minuteness was ob- 


for‘*crAitract hoisM-a in the London dist» icU i servabic, even to tlic calculation of pounds. 
He had not heard of ans' public woiks I shillings, ami pence. But he had parti- 
carrvinij mi ‘m» that distric:. There mig'd j tularly to condemM one head xvhlch con- 
be smdi hoai-vcr, but that ought to be 
slated. 

Mr. Smith said it .seemed to he the in- 


'fitanily^ appearetf in the ordnahee exti- 
matV.s, evc;i a'llhougli it had been disap-, 
proved of, by a Kei>olution of the Finance 
tention of governmcoi, like rich men, to.t Commiuee, so far back as 1797 ; he meant 
lay in a store of every thing wliich might 
by any possibility bo wanted ; not, hkc\ 
men of econoni}’’, to say to. themselves/ 


the head denominated “ Unprovided for. 

A close inquiry' into those e.stimales was 
now essentially necessary, particularly as 
Can we by any pos^>lbility avoiti fhis | any account df the appliention of. the ex- 
expenoe.'* (Hear! hear !) Bat ha uxe j ptniditure was to be rcfu.sed hereafter. He 
chiclly from his focal knowlod.:eof Wool- f honed, however, that the day when the 
wich, to make some remarks on the ex- ] House should have a full and fair account 
pence and utility of the work.s now car- | of the expenditure of e'-ery sum voted for 
tying on there; and 700,000/. heob.st'i’vVd, ilie public service, was not far distant, 
was the estimate for various buildings To shejv the affected minuteness of th^. 
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f tresenl estimates, he had only to ietiur to 
(VO items, which he had accidentally ob¬ 
served. The first was the estimate of the 
expences at Cumberland Fort, in which a 
penny was calculated; and the rtext was. 
fora fortification at Gosport, estimated at 
5,600/. and sixpence. (Htur! hear!) 
This was really so ludicrous, that it di 
not deserve a serious comment. The ex¬ 
cuse of the lion. gent, for the enormous 
estimate of 6,000 artillery hor.ses, was, that 
indeed thej were necessary in order toJ 
train and exercise llio drivers! Tiiis, I 
surely, could be done just as efU'ctrally 
i^y too horses. (Hear!) Last sessu.'i he 
had moved lur an account of the euntm- 
gent cxponccs of tliis ifrivers corp^; jjmi 
tliuiigh his motion had been agreed to, the 
account had nut as yet been laid upon the 
iribie. He had l\^ard they amounUd to (i 
or 7,000/. annually. The w.iggon con¬ 
tracts lie had also exfire.ssed Ins di<^appro- 
bation of; amf it would be im redible, il 
the account had not been taken from the 
estimates of the years tliemstdves, tlia^ the 
contracts lor those waggon horses for four 
years, had amounted to 67 1,000/. Coin-, 
paring tins year with tin? former year, a 
reduction of t3o,000/. did, iiideeiT, appear 
in this estimate ; but ihi.s was compen¬ 
sated lor in the very next estimate, by an 
addition of ^0,000/. He was informed, 
that a rumour had icached the ordnance, 
concerning these very horses, and that a 
person had been ii\ consequence sent on 
an iuvc.stigation, but iJiat ho never had 
made his report, and that there the busr- 
!iess was allowed to end. The complaint 
was, that many of the horse.s had* been 
taken from 4fic public business to be em- 
jUoyed on tlie/arm ol* Mr. Welling, and 
scut down for inspection on the days of 
muster. 

In the estimates with respect to Ireland, 
he saw that in the coiUingencte.s of this 
train, those of other corp^ were included, 
although the expences of these othei^corps 
w'erc afterwards introduced hi tRe army 
estimates. In the coiilingcncies of t^e 
Irish artillery, between the yeirs lyQS 
and 180y, he observed a diilerencc of 
above 7,000/. the reason of which he could 
by no means conTprehciul. • There was 
also another circumstance which, he con¬ 
fessed, perplexed his calculation : it ivas, 
that there were in Ireland but artil¬ 
lery men, and in England 23,000, and 
yet in one year the contingent ttxp*cnces 
of the artillery in Ireland amounted to 
tialf as much as the expencei of the* artU- 
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lery in England. He should he glad to 
hear this accounted i'or. The number of 
horses, too, in Ireland, were the same as 
last year, and he had been informed 
10,000/. ivns to be demanded for an m- 
crcuacaf them; yet he saw that the csii- 
ma:e for forago for th's y^ar w'as not les« 
than for last year, wh\gh appeared unac¬ 
countable, if the number of horses v. as 
the nmc. As long, la,never, as ihe head 
of unprovided ior’^ was allowed to n- 
mnin in ihe esiinntfs, a.iy chirgc, either 
as to forage or iiny thing else, lyfght be 
introduced. AP Waltham Alibi^the sum 
of 101-,033/. was oslimaM^d as the expence 
in creciiui' powder PnilU for four ye.us. 
Wow he cfluhl by no means see llie iieces- 
sit^ of any Midi expeiice. ThelTcnch and 
(icrina^s, it was well kiuwvn, u*e<l bants 
of any other tci|»purat^y building for ilio 
m^mr.iclure of‘powdcM-, 5nd every body 
knew w Imi .oi elleclnal use was made of it. 
He admiiteil, indeed, that*he had heard 
the •foreign (MV^vder was not so godd as 
ours.* In those estimates it was the cus¬ 
tom to vote large sums under tii£ head df 
^lifierenl huilifings ; and yet a sweeping 
charge was itiadc for these afterwards as 
lor the “ defence of the cuuntry.^ Vari¬ 
ous charges were jiichulcd under this head, 
which had'been ihade before under the 
liead ota depots, i’M-tificalious, &c. &c. 
For four years indeed, commencing at 
1807, 4,16.3,000/. had been voted for 
builtMngs, rcpiiiis, &c. (“ Ammuniflon in- 
cluded^^ from the ministerial bench), 
said^pir, Wardle, lor buildings and depots; , 
and in the next four years it would be nu 
doubt in the same proportion. As to the 
minuteness of titc estimates, it signified 
very little whether they were minute or 
not, as any mistake might easily be obvi- 
:4ed, so long as the head of unprovided 
for” was allowed to continue. He hoped 
tht'.se were the last esfimalt^ in which 
such head of expenditure would be al¬ 
lowed to be brought btforu’the House; 
and he hoped also, that an account of the 
cxpeliditurc of every sum voted in the es¬ 
timates would hereafter be produced. 

He was sure there could henodimculty in 
tfiecoraputatiQii> as it would he much easier 
to gfve an account of how the money had 
been exyended, than to make out an ab¬ 
struse estimate in the begiifning, 

, Mr. A, Coojicr said, that the House were 
not Jo understand by the term '* unpro- 
vid«d f^i/' that there was to be no account 
given. He allowed, that with inspect to 
land purchased in ihC neij^hbourhoyd of 

« I 
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Woolwich, the price was exorbitant, but WaUham Abbey, as he passed by theift 
it was extorted from the public necessity, once or twice every week: and he was 
Tlie land w^as absolutely necessary for the really astonished at hearing that they coat 
range limt V. as acquired lor tho anilicry. nj(), 00 (»/. Ibr there was nothing about 
As to the increase which tlin hon. gent, -them wfiich to him appeared to require 
took nojir e of in the cor/is of drivers it «uch an c?;|>cnce. He was afraid that 


proceeded uenVu nii'Jlnkc-in the «\-«tiifiato 
of lust s( M- '.la-iiber vvjs stated 

at 0,()on, ul.'icas it really .0,000. 
'J’iu-I\pcuci', htiwt\cr, h.ul not been in¬ 
creased ill ^:lx•voa^cd allovv- 


tlien^ was, m no instance, a sufbeient 
check on the expenditure of the public 
money ; and that the public generally 
pai.i lO, ?(>, or even 30 percent, more 
than individuals, for the same work. He 


an/is. Thi lion. gent, aj^puar. •! m liim •remembered, iliat when lho|e works at 

.1 ■ • •• .1 • 1 « ■ r t, t All » t* __11.^ 


to c.;nl/)jLind iliu draft hc.*'.s ll.r the artil¬ 
lery uifhihe c jiUiMCt hefist.-.. Tl.(‘ con¬ 
tingencies ol’ l}K’*n''ijl!ery in Ticiand i»i- 
eltHled rho eoiiiiegi h des of tiic liorsu ar- 
lilleiy, of rh.* cor[ri of engineer’s, aiid of 
all Ollier corn, coniieclcis with iho oi'd- 

iiarn 0. When the lion. ecni. conirdaiiicd 

• ^ * 

or ilio fixponoe thou p(^\v<lLT-nulls ut 
M'^ahlunn Abhc*y» lie ‘■houhl have rec d* 
Jectcil the period of the Aiiiencan war, 
W'le n govcrnricnt ])o\vd(T was prov/r- 
blaliJC' bad, ilad as it wa#, vve w’ci^ fh ' 
ciifii/'ly dopen hiu f(»i» a ./[dv upon the 
iiurchan^^ Even at ll time of lord 


Wrdtham Abln y were going forward, ho 
Wsis perpetually threatened by hi.s work¬ 
men that they \v/»uld leave h>ni, and go to 
AV’altham Ahhey, where they would be 
s'lr/E' TO get what, ver they choose to ask. 
When govcrnmci:! also consented to give 
a sum of ri,(;00/. for 'w m rc'i of grounil 
near \Voolwich, tliey .s*:hniitted to what 
appeared to him a most exlorlionate de¬ 
mand. Now he could not perc eive any 
good rea:')n for this. TliVy might have 
either pnrcliasod at a fairir puce other 
eroivid nearly as eligible j or, if this parti¬ 
cular ]de/e <jl greuml \'as necessary. 


Ni Ison’s ca.leliiUtetf vi;‘.oi t, the stoc h ok ,th;*ie were ir.eans to wlilcli the public 
vunpowder was so small, that the cft.I- 
nauLC could lia^'hardlv issued h.r 

another battle of the poit, a;:fl v,* re 

abs/)lu'ely o]);r;!:etl hir^iWin^ f<> 
tluii i-'siKS for loreigu lervav, 
peciatiiui of a scarf iiy. 'i'i.is v.-.s n iuct, 
winch it would have lieen dusq.cri/us to 
thepiilSbc ser\ice to have been sla't.l 
that tiimi ; liftt tin* evd was n.c.v^ in 


rt U 


iinglil have recaiir.'.e to purchase it ul a lair 
and reastmuble price. An expciice of 
l‘J,6i)0/. liad also been inf.iineu, in piir- 
cb.’.'.itj;: t!.a leasv of a hous/j to be fitted 
uj) {(<. the .secri.civ oi the adiniialty, 
'hbii. rppr.'aH d also to I c a profuse w’aste 
•'i‘ the public rnouey. i'bc purchase.s of 
'...ivul r:i U’.o iolu' Ivst years appeared 
( .i .nnous; as/i»(l alsotlic money perpe- 


. great measure corKciuh The hud. if-m!. pVtlly expended for buililnig store-hou.scs, 
key^of tiic piacliceof tb*" I'H-uid', huildnias, and qu.nters for otln ers 


liad sptikey^of 
to make po\»(ler in biun^. If h. 


ai Wdo trh. Tliis amounted to no less 


the troub'e to examine tlfc* vioiivs at Wai- I tban 122,000/ in the lour lajt yeais. It 
lliain Abbey, lu; would lind tliat we *dso j appeare-.l to liiia 'nil ihg heads of ihi 
usi', lor tlidl purpO'C, many buildings that | okIi, .nee liad actef on no seilled system, 

but acconlina to their own caprice, uliicU 
was too inucb indulged, lie icmembeied 


n 'leihble b.Mirs. Umler il,e general head 

rd “ the dereuee of liie countiy/* was iii- 
-1111 ‘ /»» 


eluded 'he rxp/.nee of building liatlcrici [•that wlien the laic duke of Richmond 
and mnrlt'llo towers alon^ ilie coasi.rbrou'/hiinhisce*lebratedpIuuoffortiHea- 
_'\iid a.s to the* sum vmed for building and ! tioA for all Engl.tnd, it wa.s supporte/l by 


repairing depots, it had lately been jnijged 
ticces.s.iry to have a -aige fpiaiitdv ol' arliE 
Iciy ami am munition in depot, to guard 
against inva.sion or unforeseen conliii- 
g( ucv. • • 

Mr. IV. said, that a.? itw'ns iuipos- 

ftible hir I'eatleineii on h\s sida of ihe 
House to ha\e the same means of infor- 


govermnent \md by so many gentlemen in 
thgc Mouse, that it was only b}^ the cast¬ 
ing v/)ic<.*-of the Speaker that flic couiUiy 
was then .saved limn a mostenoimous bur>4 
den; and he belived, that it the whole 
expcncc of the iinrlello towers ^ad been 
stated to parliament at once, they would 
hardly have agierd to the present exten- 


maiinii on this subjoct as the genllenn n, sion <if ilniiiu He wns afraid that iu no 
on l her, Tli 'ir objections must t-rue de'i uinient of lh..‘ gov/rnment wa» there 
ifom w h,it '(>))(•.u’t'd on the face of fhfc*V.s- suliicirntly strict hand kept over the c»- 
t'lnates. i happened that he had ma/le peiuliture, am! that in every item of the 
Tsome observa^wns Respecting the works at expt'ndilure lltere was a consideration of 
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gain to some indiviJual. In one instance 
t man had- been dismissed from an ofiice, 
and yet received a pension of six or seven 
hundred a year, which was calculated on 
emoluments that were at the lime not 
supposed to be fair. It was high time there¬ 
fore tto the country should now see, that 
the House was resolved to attend to public 
economy, and not merely to keep up the 
government by the iotliu nee which con¬ 
tracts and Jobs procured. The person 
who was aifowetl to defraud the country 
in a small iristance, would be thus pre¬ 
vented from giving in formation against 
persons coinnnttiiig gieut abuses, lliey 
would roHci'ive tlicni.-elvcs parties con- 
cernetl, and a .‘‘ort *d e^pnt fir* corps woultl 
previ'ni llieni liom detecting grealcr 
abuses. He thought, therefore, that too 
much publicity ^onld not be given to 
every item of public expeiubture, a,' pub¬ 
licity was the best remedy for abuses. 

Mr if. Pole ifdmitied llic impro|,‘ricty of 
conniving; at pecnlilion. 1 he man who 
“ did so c'luld be no ITiend to bis cou^ilry. 
Mucli bad been said ot the expeoce in- 
njiTt'd i->v tbe works at Wulibam Ab!>ey.^ 
It was but fair that the MrciiuisUune^ un¬ 
der w'hirli ti!0>-e cxpciv-es w'ere*ir.curred 
^.hould be taken imo considevaiion. ,^lht‘ 
rnmuul exjuiubtore of gunpowder was 
irom 50 to <»n,o()ti barrels; and at tlio 
comnieneeinent ot the pi’Cserit w'ar be 
(Mr. VV. t^ole), on being appointed to the 
Oidnance, saw with inexpre'Sible anguish 
tliat.wu bad not in store more tluin 1 t.oOO 
for all ibe sei vices of ilie coumry, and a 
considerable portion ot that was not np« 
plicablc to the navy. It might bc^^roper 
to state to liic House the tjuautity ot j>ow- 
der roniinonly expended in a battle In 
the bailies ol the‘^Qtb of May and the 1st 
of Junu'iiot less than 5 000 barrels were 
expended. Had another action (iccurred 
at that period, the distress of the conntrv 
lor gunpowder would biiVe been extreme." 
Under these circumsiances, the •Master 
and the Board of Ordnance were* bound to 
do all they could by possiT^ility ellect to¬ 
wards alleviating the evil. ThejtcalleJ on 
the merchants, in the first place, to stale 
w hat quantity of powder they could prod uce 
in ii givep time*. Tftcy were engaged to iur- 
nish the greatest quantity they could pos¬ 
sibly m'ike in five years, but even this pro¬ 
vision was insufiicieiit. Thus situaCed 
witcnrfhe country was e.xposed to such ex¬ 
treme distre-is, did it not bcconv. itnpera- 
tively the duty of his Majesty's ministers 
to exert themselves to avert the tlireaten- 


, 1810.— Artmf Estimates, [|3#'*****-* 

ing evil by procuring an ample eupply 
from some other quarter ? They felt it to 
be their duty to ascertain what the royal 
poivder mills were capable of producing. 
The works at Feversham were first ex¬ 
amined, but those were found in such a 
itiite, that but little aid co^d be expected 
from them. Tlie stale of the Waltham 
Abbey mills was neit inquired into, 
which w’cic found capable of making but 
10 oi 11,000 barrels yearly. Now, in 
constfqpcnce of the arrangements made 
they did not produce less than 22,000 an¬ 
nually. To cflipet such a chaiigP, it had 
been found necessary t^doubie the exten¬ 
sive w oiks of thatpl*c’e. This had been 
ftoiie at as«chf;tp a rate as might be, hut it 
wi^s physicaiiy impussuble to produce SO 
great a change without hicuiring a co»- 
suleialfic t.xpcncc. The buiUlmga for 
that, purpose though \hoy were slight 
(as iiud been slated) were very expensive, 
in the lirsi place the coining-houscs were 
filhal With milj marhinery* of the aicest 
qualify, so nite, that if one of the present 
works ut Wall ham Xbboy were blown up 
h)-iiiorrovv, ii^wouhi Uikc six months, em- 
•piyying the, bust workmen that could be 
touiul, to put up the niachinery i4'another 
iiefore powder could be made. Of these 
buildings,<it lhc*i.ifst:nt time, wo posses- 
scjl live or^si^T at Waltham Abbey. A 
great impioveiiirnt had been made in the 
drying of powder; foftnerly gloom stoves 
Wfitf "made use of, in which 40 birrels of 
puw'dcr were dried on kbj^Ives by a most 
dangViotis process ; now an inipfovemtnt^ 
having been made by General Congreve/ 
the |n>wder was dried by sreaffl in perfect 
seciiritv. Tlie.bfncfiis acciuing to the 
country from this improvement were im¬ 
mense, luit the appar.itus required in con- 
serjiiencc was vtiy expensive. The •d- 
vardage-» how'ever wete such, that he truht- 
eri t*n*v w'uuld give fuU satisfaction to the 
) Cominitiee upd to the country. Another 
instance m which an increase of expence 
had occurred was .occasioned by the im- 
pnrtemenis in refining ofsalt-pctrc, which 
'had been refined to a degree almost incre¬ 
dible. For liiis also the couiitiy was in- 
|.MebH*d to General Congreve. Great ex- 
pences had‘however been sustained iir 
Consequence, as they had beori obligetl to 
do*uble*the establishmerft of the melting 
houses, and an additional expence had 
be^n incurred by canal works, &c., which 
tiws Jjccame necessary, The mills also 
had occasioned an immense expence^ and 
much difficulty bad been found in procure 
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ing mill-stones. Those were very expen¬ 
sive^ and here he had to notice a great ail- 
rantage derived from our Irish uoilii.. as 
formerly we were obliged to gain all our 
tnill-stoncs from Flanders, We began fo 
be in great distiess for the want of mili- 
stones^ when happily a 'ijuarry was d'sro- 
▼ered in Irclund. This (liM<*vcrv how- 

m* 

ever was not made till thos.* woiks were 
begun. One advantago arising from the 
establishiiicni of those woi ks uaa. we were 
enabled to make pov^der .it a les> e,xf>etu'e 
than tliat the mercii.nas Jurnished us at« 
and of d yjperior tjiiahty .^i ^Irit they sup¬ 
plied. It was of ccui.^eqiiriite to keep up a 
rivalshifi bctwcvn the racrchain'* uml the 
crown, and to avoid in«ieriaily^^li|>rfcS'iiig 
either the one or ‘oilier. Tl-o, nunmcr.of 
Mpp ying shipsw \> iih powder wjs not so 
good as it might have been. Fowdor, 
take what care liicy uouid ci it, woui i not 
keep for any great |.‘‘ng(,h of time. 'I he 
damp, in a loiii^ voyage, uouid get to it. 
Buildings were theieforc erected tt IVs't?- 
moutli and other places lor dryin^ and 
mixing powder, so that now uhenship^ 
came in Iheir powder wai sent to thc^ 
inagaaincs and changed with fiKMlity' 
than formerly. At the period to v. hleii lie 
had alluded, the exigencies of the coun¬ 
try Were such, that lic'thoeglit no lime 
was to be lo^t. He \vouh\ not suU'er ayy 
delay to arise from their not being able 
to obtain workmen through the pay being 
insufiickmt. If men could not be procuied 
to work for their usual wages, sixpence or a 
shilling a day ought not to be sufihr^ed to 
'oppose an obstacle. Whether the expehce 
were 50 oi*^0,000/. in the ihuii cireuni- 
sUncesof the country, he *^hought of little 
importance when the object in view was 
considcieJ. He had next to s)7c:ak of 
WpoKvich. When a noble lord, whom he, 
should ever be proud to call his dear 
friend (lord Chatham), and who, whatever 
might have been said of him, had proved 
himself a good servant to tho country, 
was placed at the hc.ul sjf the Board of 
Ordnance, he found Woolwich in a sfatc 
very dillerent to what it is now in. It' 
had not even a covering for the stores 
which were there deposited. He (Mr. W.^ 
Pole) had been chiu'ged with the eejuip- 
ment of an expedition, and the state if 
was in at that tKne was such, tliat not an 
officer went down who was not of opinion 
that the Ordnance would be a month be¬ 
hind the other parts of the arinamen*. 
There was viot a person in any department 
of the state who did not make that an ex- 


I cuse for neglecting his duty. Lord Chat- 
j ham had planned the improvement of the 
whaif whirli had been so successfully ex- 
cceied. Ocntlcmen oppusite had no right 
to biamc guvermnent for not laying the 
whole of the plans for the improvement of 
Worduirh Warren before them when they 
Ind not been moved for. All the heavy 
work of an expedition lay on the Ord- 
naine. In the late expedition the number 
of sliipt they had laden with battering 
trams ami oilier Ordnanco stores amount¬ 
ed to ^cvenly. He had hceif called on to 
knovv how soon no could load fifteen cr 
Sixteen ships, w'hen he repiicd, tliat if he 
did not sit them off in three da vs after 
ilivy were scot m him, he would lose his 
rijL^lif I’.aud. riK. -criy Ids answer v\ould 
have bcLi), that he would have sent ofl’ 
two or tir.e.- in a fortnigin. after they were 
sent to hi ill, and possibly the whole in 
abi.ut s':: weeks. Was the increased ex¬ 
pedition with which such a force could be 
v'lH out nothing, was it uonii no additional 
expenec r At the lime lord Chatham wa^ 
placed at llie head of tlie Ordnance, there 
was no co\iM Ing fi»r the carriages of ves- 
^sels, now thereere carriages tor thirty 
sail ol the ime, sheltered in wooden store- 
lioiwes.—They had even no place for the 
storing of timber at the breaking out of 
the pieseut war, the carnages were, in 
coiiiequencfc made of green wood, which 
did not last half the time they would hare 
lasted had the wood been properly sea¬ 
soned. It was well known that it wood 
were painted before it was perfectly dry, 
jy would not do half the service it ought. 
He therefore contended iliat, it was true 
economy to keep a proper slock before 
hand. He was responsible for the in- 
cie.i^cd expcncc attending a two years 
supply <5fwood instore. At the period to 
wiiich he had alluded, the means of the 
Uoanl of Ordnance to construct field car¬ 
riages were so circumscribed, that they 
was,foir;«d to contract for the number 
they hud bVccftsioii for at a great expcnce, 
whila an interior article was supplied. 
ConlempUlihg this inconvenience lord 
Chatham.had ordered anew carriage yard 
to be made on a large principle. This 
measure he c^^ntended was creditable to 
the country and consonant to the dictates 
of true economy, as the carriages wert 
now made under the eye of an officer ca¬ 
pable of giving a proper judgment on 
tliem. Instead of their being obliged tw 
have tliem from London. He had been 
thcjcau^c of 1,000/. being expended »u a 
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ateam-engine more than they had occasion 
to pay for an inferior article. He had sent 
to Mr. Bramah that they might have the 
best they couhl be furnished will), us he 
thought the best w'ould ultimately prove to 
be the cheapest. The laboiatorv had been 
formed wiien the establishment at Wool¬ 
wich did not amount to one-third 9 r v/liat 
it now is. A considerable sum had been 
laid out for the improvement of it, and lie 
hoped still more would be so expended. 
He wished the hon, gent, who had express¬ 
ed himself aj being so much shoched at 
tlie expence, to go over Woolwich War- 
ten and look at the laboratory, carriage- 
3 -ard, &c- When the wbt broke out, on exa¬ 
mining the ship ordnanct^ there were found 
. 70v)0 guns which had not been re-provcd. 
The powder being so much stronger than 
formerly (he meant the cylinder powder), 
he thought it wd% necessary they should 
be re-pioved, and fortunately it was for 
the service thatjiis suggestions were at¬ 
tended to, as ncii'Iy one-foiirlli of their 
• nnniber did not storfid the shock, hut 
burst with such violence, as inatevMlv 
to injure the buildings which stood near 
tlic old proviue; hut, aivi some of the 
fragments passing o^cr the wharf, were 
near falling on the hulk. This ciroi^ni- 
itance shewed tiie nece-'.-ity offiximr on a 
spot for proving the <’annon at a grealfu* 
distance from iho buildings, though llw 
fitting up of a new place was necessarily 
attended with some cx]irT;re. Another 
very considerable c^pciice was incurred 
by the building of a new ai^adciny* Tha^t 
this was uecessarv no one doubted, aeon-* 
tugious fever having biuke out in tip* old 
one, in consequcMUC of ti.e crouded slate 
of the cadetif. Ihal however, was not liie 
cause of its btfing erected, lord (Jhalliam 
had seen the necessity of it befow', and 
the building was at that lime in progress, 
when the fever breaking out appeared like , 
an argument sent down froni heaven in 
its favour. That building he sufspos^ed 
cost more than 150,000/. 'Jh© ibarrack 
establishment it had been fvuud necessary 
to enlarge, as there wore only accginmotfti- 
tioiis for .5,000 men, when 24,000 were fo 
be provided for* Similar reasons ren¬ 
dered the enlarging of the hospital neces¬ 
sary. Oar field train, consisting of 000 
pieces of cannon, exceeding by six limes 
what England ever jiossessrd before, it 
was necessary to erect bnild'mgs to pre¬ 
serve tliem from thtf weather, which was 
done at a great expense. A proper place 
for i^tructing the artillery more «cjeg- 


tificilly was loudly called for, w herts een. 
Congreve might superintend their exer¬ 
cise; this had been aNo supplied. These 
statements he conceived were a sufficient 
justification of the expences incurred, and 
he thought the conduct of lord Chatham 
entitled to the highest praj^e for acting in 
so sysicinatic a manner. The buildings of 
which he had spoken, he conu nded were 
necessary, in making them, the hoard of 
ordnance had done their duty. If in the 
cour»c yf the work any extravagance could 
be proved, let the bolt of vengeance fall 
where it might, ^niid punisli iheplfence as 
it ought to be punished.^ He would next 
speak of the MartelloiTowcrs. I’hey were 
•reeled at^a lime when much was said 
bot|h in and out of that House of tlie dan- 
ger'of invasion. It was llvought necessary 
to. buil(4 those Towers under such circum¬ 
stances. Now ij;*tvas trnpossible for the 
enffihy to invade ns, gentlemen might 
leery that policy, but at that time a dif- 
ferept s^itimen^t prevailed ilironghoui the 
coiinUy. ^yhen the expcnce attending 
I heir r rcction was spoken of, the circunv- 
Ntancc-j uiider^ whicli. they w^re raised 
♦jivpit lo be^ riincmhc»ed. Thej' were 
fiot to lie on cted at leisure. If tlicy were 
not. erccud by the followihg June, it was 
thought tha cnviny^niglil come and render 
their (abotrr* u Mess. He had recom- 
mrnded*it t/i loid Chatham to send for 
gen. I'wi'vN on the subjtfct, who gave it as 
Ills o;jiiii> n, il: tt it was impossible t* build 
tiicni blit by contract. A^Mr. Hobson« 
vvho liu^ built the London docks with great 
uiiilltv, was named as a person fit to con¬ 
duct the undertaking. Air.lioifson, how¬ 
ever, would nut i^ndertake lo do them, as 
ilie uncertainty of the cxpence was such 
that he tliought no man could in justice 
lo Ins family enter into such a contraot. 
If was then thought the only way left to 
them, was to employ wordemen to be super¬ 
intended by I\lr. Hobson, allowing him a 
per centa^e, under the observation of gen. 
Twiss. Even thi*; offer Air. Hobson de- 
clinwl acrepiing till he (Mr. \V. Pole) 
(*a11ed upon him as an Englishman to aid 
his country in her extremity. The right 
I|Dn. gent, concluded by stating in detail 
the .difficulty* they had to encounter in 
erecting the Martcllo Towers. 

Gencrf] Tarleton said he^had great rea¬ 
son to find fault vvitli the estimates, not 
6 n 1 y as being very extravagant, but at 
ihe^Hapc time most extraordinary; for 
while sbnie things appeared to*be won¬ 
derfully overcharged, others seemed to 
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qs mncli ihe contrary. The lion, this country Khould now take place. 


who spoke last, had, siuri* he Icii tlie ord¬ 
nance department, lu en employed a-i se¬ 
cretary to the ddmiralty, atui intiiat capa¬ 
city he had stated that 70 vessels had 
been provided for the ordii.iiire si-rvicc in 
the Expedition to the Seluddi l.!st sii mner. 
If that were the rase, h.MV the whole ex- 
pence of that Expedition cotdd <mly 
amount to HOO.fHK)/. u ns lo him as!om*^h- 
ing. He should iiave tho(ii»ht, as he knew 
that vessels for iho transport of onlnaiua; 
stores were the mi>st expensive of any, 
those ve* sids would of »heinstdvcs have 
amounted to half that sum. He con¬ 
demned the whole'-system as tlie most 
abiurb and exiravagant he haAcver heai*d 
of. He censured oup most iiuprfrlanf <le- 
pot of stores being placed at \A'’o''hAirli, 
As’hieh was so near l!ie se.i ; ar.d 
tiiat for fear tha ihelropeiU I'liorld evci [.-c* 


VVliy^ then, were they called on lo vote 
away large a sum of the public money 
for fortifications, which must he wilful 
waste, jf iio invasion' was to be appre¬ 
hended r He objected particularly to the 
word " coiiiiiigencies," whicii appeared 
so oficii in every page of the estimates. 
He did not understand what wms meant 
hy the term There uere contingencies at 
Quebec, and contingeiirics at Cuiacoa, 
and yet those at the one place might be 
very diderent from those srt the other. 
As the money had actually been expended, 
it was easy to say how that had beeri 
dt>ne, and in fact it ought to be fairly and 
clearly ascerlainod, He condcaiiied the 
esiahlisIniiciiL rt Woedcnbeck, as a most 


extravagant 


osicj i'nd tinougfiout the 


wliolchu said tlralcViUy article concluded 
with 'convnt.si rviccs* and " coiiLu.gencies/ 
'i'a? llouM' had a liidit to know, and thtv 


taken by the enemy, :• vejy gse.it drpoi 
shoLild lie fornutl .\ ijlin;;haui. «hcia- h)M!; to insist on kmux-'n-j, wliat fios-.* 
it would be Vatciided wit,li many adv'..n- ! Im.’ ch ir-cftibr'cmii-nt^crvices’and 
tagos. 

Sir jlfark Wood dtiended the rrection 
of the IVlarudIo tow.:*., and ihoughl it was 
the duty of govcnni.eiil io (nep ire for till 
storm bvforc it burst i»n t'rwu' 

Mr. WaiiHt said i'mI '.ius<* '.iult.l'o 
towers were all constru- f( d ,surposc 

of being dc.^onded bv uvo ’.viiis, loii by 
Rome .strange bluiidrr (hey (Ould only 
carry one. He should p/t c sidd any 
thingtnore on thesuh^fi', but the. h:.n. 
gent, had told the House, (hat in', .-.s’c i 
was a bugbear, and yit tliey v.i-.c non 
called upon to vote a sum of l(>0,0f>(7. (*v.- 
those ton'i'i'.s. In one place wh .u* lo* !}.ul 
been, there was a line of coa-'it ol at !e/i.st 
six miles totally wiiliowt any dcluire of 
the kind, though-the hoii. gent, said the 
coast was studded with these towers. 

Mr.' Purnell was not prepviajd lo vote 
for the estimates,'because he ihougbt lip *0 
in many instances most exirAVig anl. An-, 
other objection he hadto-doin c it, w.L'., 
that when he looked aUtlie Huii.-c' (winch 
was very thin indeed) he could nototldnk 
.that so li]irge a sum a*, ‘t OOO.OOO/. of the 


‘ ( m.-ics' •,vc’*o,; the whole ainoiuUcil 
to lOh X''//. and hid’orc he voiod sm li u 
sr.i.i he was e ntitled n»l<{iow how’ It tv.ist(» 
f.p.n.lLii. Thirow.-'ie many a. tide s of 
' .cd ;.• ynitu'l* , with ' conliugf.cu.es’ in 
*^r\' t li.at wero ultugtllwr unex- 
1 *i# *»'* h »dr \,'lii< ji i v'a'.on he ^h'^•J!'l vote 
ill liiMH.r f i' die iiioiif'ii to rrport progros. 

-\lr. IT. /Wc iA'prct.^< (1 his surprise that 
llio hoii. g iiit. v.'iio had just sav down, 
should, .a:ntL-.a..'.a and activity' 

(and he ilio* I . l...n die u.ost active mem- 
'n I ( f T.'i ) 1* (.l.<* iiad ever scpii), have 

ami j'lOt liave found 
that ii‘x‘, uL.d for years 
ijoi the ordiKincc .al''s had alway-; 

»iod{; up in the foim, and yet 

!}* ilijv r Via' itoij. oeiu. noi any otlier hud 
ever on ii-.a accoUiU ihuiul fault 

aid) the.!), ir ll.o accoun ' were pro- 
tliey woubi yj exlrc..ivly volunii- 

rui 

hlij. IJ >:,[{}, i; he had not befora 

iuacciu'ac y of those clrargc.s, 
i( wu'i l! lmw necessary he should ciw 
dvavo lo have 11 eoiivctcJ now that lie 


'* so iO.'.ll'' V' ..i *. i*i 'i 
our (Ij:-, in S.l 


people’s moneyahouki be votcil away hy ! had discc'.eicd it. Vl:a hon. gent, bed 
so few’ of their representatives, and wi ii not, lunvevrr, i.-xpluiiiod what ha warned 
so little investigation. He .should theie- 


fore, move, as an ainendinent. that the 
chairman do report progres-i, ana ask Ivave 
to sit again. 

Mr. iV. Smith seconded the amendment. 

M. Whitbread observed, that the' (ion, 
^ent. (Mr. W, pole) had said th:ft it was 
Morally impossible that an invasion of 

4 


tu know, VIZ. what wn.v meant by ‘current 
SCI vices* and ‘ cci’tingeiicies.d Jle hud 
talked of nn account, wdiich would be 
.''ulumiou/i if produced, 'ihen thoc wa.s 
such anuccouul in existence, and he (Mr. 
WliiAbrt-ad) desired have il. 

Mr. under all the cijcurastances 

of \he dificussion, thought i,t would be best 

to 
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4o adjourn the further consideration of the pushing bis observations favttier on that 
estimates to the time proposed. . particular point. Flc could not better 

The House was ordered to be cleared shew the opinions held in former periods 
for a division; but none took place, the in this country, on this uncoustitvitlonal 
Resolution having been agreed to., practice, than by reminding their lord- 

Mr. Cunoen opposed, and Sir John Se~ ships of what the}' would all recollect to 
spoke in support of the Resolutions have been the language of a Speaker of 
and after some further conversation the the House of Commons, in Addressing the 
House divided— throne on the introduction and keeping up 

In favour of the Resolutions - - 53 of foreign troops in England. His lord- 
Agalnst them ship then alluded to the well-known case 

— of the Hutch guards, in the reign of Wi|- 
Majofity- - ]i jiam Ill, and other cases of latter occur- 

Leave was then given to bring in a bill rence. '1 he foreign soldiers who hrul*been 
An pursuance of the Resolutions. within some years past hroughf into tins 

kingdom, were undciJtood, at tirst, to 
. • insist of emigrants and others, who were 

. f • iir * only Stationed here, as on thoir passage, 

rriday, March Ifi. or,^ir other imuiedialely pressing reasons, 

[Foreign Troops on British Pay.] — but, by no means, as a species of perma* 
Lord King rose in^pursuance of his lord- nent establishment incm’pornied into, and 
ship^s notice on the preceding night, to inaldng a part of the regular military 
move for the production of various papers forces of (ireat Britain. Their number 
connected with the important subject of had, notwilhstaflding, been very greatly 
• Foreign Troops now in this country, or in augm^ured, ffom Hanover, and from 
•British pay. This subject was one M4nch other paits of Germany; and this 
bis lordship considered to be of great con- very serious increase in their aiviiuntcef- 
stitutional importance. , It had always^^ainly called for some notice and exa- 
been so considered by the peop||i of this miflation on* the part of their lordships, 
country, though very recently too little He also had found that .they possessed 
notice had been taken of the practice certain advantages not enjoyed by the 
of taking foreign troops into the Bri* British sol Jie,r, wnA as a limitation of their 
.tish service. If, however, the same views sendeesFto particular parts of the W'orld, 
of the constitution existed, it must still be the true state of which,it was one object, 
viewed in a serious light by every thinking of his motion to ascertain. The footing 
person. Within a •very few years past on ^fhich they were placed with feapect 
the number of such troops had much in> to pay was another object, as he should 
creased; and it appeared by the arnf}; desire to know w'hy they should receive, 
returns laid before the House, that the ex* much superior pay than thev had been 
pence of them amounted to a ibjiiioii jsed lo, and why they werejnacedon a 
sterling, a surely sulhcient to require footing with oar military establishment 
rfbme considenetion. Ills lordship meant (the most costly in Europe) if they were 
to say nothing by way of reflection on bound to peiform less service than 
the conduct and character of these foreign #ur own army. His lordship concluded 
troops, but yet, however well they might by moving for several papers, containing 
have behaved, he thought that nobod}^ Accounts of the number of foreign troops 
would attempt to say they were equal to* n British pay, of the number of them 
our oun native British soldier^^ set it nnployed in this country,'of the nature 
could not escape the rccoH^'dtion of'noble and of the extent of the services for 
lords, that tliese persons were, almost,all hirh they Averc engaged, and of the 
of them, not only foicigners, hflt the oa- particulars of their pay and establish- 
tural born subjects of countries now under nents, &c. &c. 

tlie dominion of our enemy. He could The Earl of Liverpool rose and said, that 
not think that a military fence of such a he‘should not trouble the House with 
oomposition, with the temptations that Ii\y repiarks on what had fallen from 
might naturally be thrown in their he noble lord who had Just sat down, as 

.were fit to be entrusted with the dcfeiTce 'le had no sort of objection to the produc- 
efthis country, orpf any of our most im- ioQ of any of the papers required by the 
portant military stations at jiomeorabroad. i<9ble; lord’s motions. The prcduction of 
Bui he should retrain at present from he papers was then agreed to. * 
vbL. XVI. • • j3 *#****#♦ 
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[OnnNANCE Estimates.] Mr. Lush- 
in^on brought up the Report of the Com¬ 
mittee of Supply on the Ordnance Esti¬ 
mates. On the motion that the Resolu¬ 
tions be'agreed to, 

Mr. Bankes rose to urge, what in prin¬ 
ciple had beep frequently enforced as well 
by himself as by other gentlemen on for¬ 
mer occasions. •■The charge of the ord¬ 
nance department was a branch of the 
public expenditure which had increased 
of late more rapidly than any other part 
of it^ There was a greater expence and* 
less economy or good management in this, 
than in any otbei* of the departments. He 
iiad reason to believe, that the estimates 
were now placed upon a better footiwg 
than formerly ; and when he considered 
^the diminution which had taken place 
since last year, he was ready to»give 
right hon. friepd-s* full t-redit for that di- 
xninutioii. But he wus still of opiition, 
that a very considerable reduction might 
yet be made’in these estlmates^^ not Jess, 
perhaps, than a sixth or a fifth ^)f the 
whole expenditure. 'It was nor. his inten¬ 
tion to take up th^> time of the House by 
going through the diifercni items, though 
he mu!^ observe that many questions had 
been put upoti various heads on the last 
night, which had not been satisjfactorily or 
indeed at all answered. ^ The sums voted 
for the increase of fortifications at New¬ 
foundland he had, a particular objection 
to. Such modes of defence were directly 
contrary to the principles upon which this 
country maimained its colonial posses- 
. sions. lie had a similar objection to the 
cxpcnditi\f£ of money for a similar pur* 
pose in our West India islands. The dis- 
stance of these settlements rendered-it 
more difficult to establish efficient checks 
on tlie application of sums voted for such 
purposes ; and this was therefore an ex¬ 
penditure which it most particularly be¬ 
hoved parliament to curtail. Tbe defence 
of colonies by fortified places was disad¬ 
vantageous to powei-s having the command 
at sea, as this country (iappily had,^ and 
could only be beneficial to a country cirr 
cumstanced as France is, because it might 
enable such a power to hold its insulaj* 
possessions by means of strong fortresses, 
in defiance of our superior fleets. Itw^s 
his firm and conscientious opinion, that a 
considerable recfiiction might also be made 
with respect to draft horses and drivers.. 
Another item, in which as it appeare J to 
him a considerable saving might be;made, i 
-was under* the head of * Works for the in -1 


ternal defence of the country.*. These 
works were really Coo extensive, and 
ought to be limited. The system had 
been taken up he apprehended too preci¬ 
pitately, oh the sudden alarm of invasion^ 
which in the end was found not to be jus* 
tilled. But independent of their inutility, 
much unnecessary expence had been in¬ 
curred from the hurry in which the works 
were constructed in the winter and spring 
seasons. By applying, therefore, the cx- 
periunco of the past to the regulation of 
the future expenditure undtir this head, 
much expcnce would be avoided; and 
this brought him to observe, that his chief 
complaint upon the whole was, that, ac¬ 
cording to the 'oystera pursued of late 
years, the gu\ eminent was understood as 
a government of dep:\rtments, without any 
controuling power to superintend and di¬ 
rect the whole. Of this, the speech of 
the hon. member opposite, on a former 
night, was an illustratior*. Each depart¬ 
ment wished to make itself as perfect, and 
to embrace as many, advantages, as pos- 
sibfe; and, in their ambition to outstrip 
every other department, no expence was 
considered. Tbe language was, “ don’t 
mind expence, care not about the pounds 
ofr^he shillings, but make the department 
perfect.” When parliament, therefore, 
found the government, in its difierent de* 
partments, without any efficient controul. 
It became its duty to act, not only as a 
watch upon the conduct of these diilereiit 
departments, but in s&me instances as an 
ally or auxiliary force, in support of what 
may be right in their respective arrange¬ 
ments. Committees of that House had 
often protected ministers in this way 
against the weight of the departments of 
their own government. In illustration of 
his observation, he might advert to the ar¬ 
rangement made in a former session with 
the Bank; an arrangement which, though 
'beneficial for the public to a certain d^ 
gree, bad not been carried to the extent, 
recommended by the Committee of Fi¬ 
nance, of which Committee he had then 
been chairman. No minister, however 
strong in' power could hare carried that 
arrangement into effect, if not supported 
by tbe weight and authority of such a 
Committee. 'For his own part be had no 
doubt but very considerable reductions 
mjght be made in these estimates. As to 
the mode of preparing these estimates, it 
was bis opinion that.they ought to ba 
drawn upas fujly as possible, with all the 
sums oecessary to be voted, specific 
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Under the precue heads of service to which 
they were to be applied. In this respect 
he had greatly to complain of the slovenly 
tnanaer in which the estimates were 
usually prepared, so that even In the 
smallest estimates the sums and the ser¬ 
vices were not always fairly represented. 
He admitted, however, that the estimates 
were in this instance better in that respect 
than formerly. But he was surprised not 
to find an estimate or provision for the ex¬ 
pence kno\vi| to be every day incurred in 
the building going on at the ordnance of¬ 
fice. The non. gent, then went somewhat 
into the detail of the items, complaining 
at the same time of the hCfavy expence in¬ 
curred last year, for er*ecting a powder 
* mill; and also that so large a sum as 
(iOO,<K) 0 /. should have been voted last ses¬ 
sion for saltpetre, |vhen no such sum could 
possibly have been necessary. He then 
observed, that as that House wished to 
give every publfcity to their accounts, it 
would be desirable that all the items of 
*expenditurc should 1)e distinctly stj^ted 
under their proper heads. Though the 
estimates had been presented this year in 
an improved state, he wasT still of opinion 
that further improvements mi^ht and 
ought to be made : because whether fhe 
expenditure was to be large or small, it 
ought to be fairly stated. In that case 
they should better be able to ascertain 
hovy far the sums voted undereach head 
fell short of, or excejeded, the services for 
which they might be granted. It was in 
that point of view that the estimates should 
be looked at, first by the executive go-1 
veriiment, and afterwards by that House, 
for the purpose of establishing an efiectual 
CQntroul over the lavish expenditure of 
the public money, which departments, 
when lefl without any such check; were 
but too apt to run into. By this coarse 
they would be able to see how many . 
things, thought necessary by the depart¬ 
ments, the public service could do*witfi- 
out; and in the hour of dangeb they w/mld 
be stronger, through the liioney saved, 
than they could he by the eifect Rf an ex¬ 
penditure, on many occasions wanton and 
generally useless. No efibrts therefore 
should be left untriisd to raise.our revenue 
to our expenditure, as, until we should 
bring our expences down to an amount 
commensurate with our revenue, we could 
never (jpnsider the country in a state of 
complete security. * • 

Mr. W, Pole began by tfpolo^sing to 
the Houie for trespassing upon its Mteit- 
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tion by a repetition of what he had al¬ 
ready urged in the Committee of Supply 
ou the subject of these Ordnance esti¬ 
mates, to which he was compelled by the 
statements of the hon. gent, who had just 
sat down. He would, however, endea- 
Tour'as much as possible i<$ abstain from 
doing so in what he bad then to address to 
the House. His hon. friend (Mr. Bankes), 
had said that one sixth of the expences 
might be saved. In this account, it was 
clear\bat a million and a half bad been 
saved ; and if his hon. friend knew of any 
thing that could eifect a saving to the 
amount of a sixth, he certainly ought to 
have pointed out in what way it coUld be 
done. ThfVmaster general, and all those 
under him in the ordnance department, 
would listen to him, and feel themsclvct 
obliged^y his coiymunications. His hon. 
friepd, however, had not condescended to 
point out one single item in whicfi a sav¬ 
ing could be made; whict} he thought 
wasAot Aiiror oandid as ho should have 
expected from his hpn. friend. With re¬ 
spect to what had fallen from^ his horn 
friend on the# subject of the martello 
Towers, having said so much on that 
head on a former night, he^shouldt^ontcnt 
himself with now observing, that gentle¬ 
men should’recolloat the time when those 
martello, toilers* were undertaken, and 
ordered to be built, was, when there wx* 
a great alarm raised to this country 
bein|^ immediately invaded, and the go¬ 
vernment were looked to in gi very anxious 
mann^r^ to provide the best and speediest 
means of defence. It was not fair, there¬ 
fore, to come now and say asr his hon* 
friend had done,.ihat if government had 
proceeded deliberately they might have 
done the business much cheaper; for if 
n^inisters had at that time proceeded delir 
berately, there'would have been a great 
outcry against them for being inattentive 
and dead to the dangers wfhich then 
threatened the country. He could not 
agree with his hon, /riend, that the ord¬ 
nance department was under the controul 
of the first lord of the treasury. He jper- 
ceived his hon. friend, by the shake or hjs 
liead, disagreed with him in that posi¬ 
tion I and anolher hon. friend of his near 
him, who was a great financier, by a si¬ 
milar shtfice of his head, signified that he 
also difiered with him on that point; still 
Re must, much as he respected the opi- 
nioQs'of his hon. friends, persist in his 
own. He allowed, that when ho had, as 
first dsrk of tha board .of ordnanco, mado. 
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r,:- "O' osti«naiCft of lhai ilepartmont for. 
th». ' ujreot Year, lu* laid them before the 
f* nl lord of tlie treasury, for his attention 
uiid observation, and was ready to answer 
his inquiries as to any of the articles- 
therein contained; but 3 'ct he did not 
think that tlieVirst lord of ihe treasury had 
any conlroul owr those estimates. His 
hon. fiiend ha<I (bund fault with the charge 
of current expenses and contingencies ; 
but he had, in common with many, other 
gentlemen, fallen into a mistake. * JIo hac^ 
on a Jbrnier night observed the name 
<.T an lion. genf. opposite (Mr. 
Wiiiibi'cad), noluilhslanding his 

acuteness, and his being one of the in^st 
active uicmbersoflii.it Ilouse^lie bad ever 
fioeti, liacl iblUn also into ihe same•hiis- 
take. He wtiuld convince his hr^i. friend 
of his eiror. Tin* OrdMance estimates had 
always been made up in this way; •and 
for tl us reason, lie would, for instance, 
take the estimates for Vhe island of Pc- 
im^'ar.i at 'L,0()!)/. Yet,* when^hj Issues 
came to be made, it was found that they 
’amounUifl to b/bOO/. the additional 2 , 000 /. 
Was ihcrofore added uui^or the head 9 f« 
Current (.xpcnces and conflngenclcs,* and 
when Tlie i.uiyiate was made next year, 
llic current cxpences jind contingencies 
ivmild bt: put i!4>i;u at ( 4 , 000 /! the contin¬ 
gencies haviu<: cxcfcJcd the ^slimuics. 
It was easy, however, to account for gen¬ 
tlemen bein'; liaLdt* to full into such mis- 
takesf When they got an army eftimate 
In their hands, each o! tiiem fancied him¬ 
self a general; wlun they got*an ord- 
iKxncs e^innle, cacii of ilieiii thought' 
himself a g*eat engineer; and when a 
navy estimate came iui^ their possession, 
®ach of them became, in his own mind, a 
gallant and experienced admiral; and 
thus, without knowing any thing of th«se 
seveial profesbions, wiibout having been 
bred to aqy one'of the»n, they set them-’ 
selves down a^ compcle.it judgw, and 
preferred tticir own opinions on those 
subjects to those of nu*d wholiave studicfl, 
perhaps for years, to attain a thorong'u ] 
knowledge of those branches of naval and 
military science to which they were bred, 
and which one would suppose might ci^- 
ble them to form tolerulily correct* esti¬ 
mates iu these several brandies of the 
service. Havfng said thus much, he did 
not think it necessary to trouble the House 
further. As to the financial opinions of 
his hon. fiiend near him, further occasions 
would deem- in which he should *havc an 
opportunity of combating them. 


Mr. Huskisson said, his hon. friend htwl 
taken such particular notice of an unfor¬ 
tunate shake of his head, that he could not 
avoid saying a few words on the present 
occasion. It was not his intention to 
have repeated what he had said on a for¬ 
mer night; but as he had been alluded to, 
he must again say, that if wc did not look 
to some permanent establishment that 
might be adequate to the expences of the 
war, this country would be in a very awk¬ 
ward predicament, ond ii^ considerable 
embarrassment. He shoulJ be as glad as 
any one to hear of a peace; but as he 
had reason to fear the war xvould be very 
long, we must, lie thought, look to some 
sy.stem; mc jiius\ sje what we can expend 
in one year, and how tb^t can be done to' 
the greatest advantage, lie, r*»r one, had 
the greatest confidcnc* in the resources of 
the country, but wc must sec in what per¬ 
manent scale of cxpcnce we can carry 011 
the war with eliect, and "provide adequate 
resources. As he was called on by his 
ri^t hon. friend wTto spoke last, to shew! 
mure than by a shake of his head, that 
there was a conlroul over the expenditure 
of the ordnan'ce, he could only say, that 
ever bince he had knowm the treasury, it 
hStI been so held; and if that principle 
had always been adhered to, it would 
have saved great sums to the public, par¬ 
ticularly in bairacks. His right hon. 
friend had said, that his hon. fiiond oppo¬ 
site (Mr. Bankes) ho^l found fault with the 
extravagance of the expenditure, aijd had 
•not pointei! out oiic single item in which 
there could be a suvir^’^, whereas the con- 
trary was the case. His hon. friend oppo¬ 
site had particularly poiiitwl out a great 
saving which might lie Jjiade in distget 
horses; and in sevcia! ailiclcs under the 
head of expense s for the defence of the 
countjy; in which he agreed altogether 
with his hon, friend opposite, that very 
considerable siblings might be made. 

• Mf. St/Mread advertc’d to the high 
lor'ic ii^ w Inch the right hon. gent, oppo- 
sjlc (Ml. W.*Pole) had talked of the in- 
^ompettnee of members to understand the 
a<^cuunls; and he contended, that, though 
neither an engineer nor a general officer, 
yet as a member of {parliament he must 
be allowed to know sumething'of the ord¬ 
nance accounts ; and though there might 
be circumstances connected with them of 
which official men alone could be aware, 
the House had a rigfu to full and explicit 
explanation fipon these points. When he 
taUceU of keeping things secret from the 
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enemy^ did he think that Buonaparte ^ras ' tions, he could not believe that any gen- 
fuch a dupe as our ministers were, to tlernan would be found indisposed to give 
what was called secret intelligence? Did cifect to pledges so solemnly and so fre- 
he think he would have undertaken an quently repeated. That economy was 
expedition against such a place'as Ant- in the existing circumstances ot the coun- 
werp without haring a plan of it? If he try indispensably liecessary could not, be 
bad known of many things which minis- thought, be dis[)uted by (Jie must sceptt- 
ters were about, he w’ould have laughed cal. Tiiat it was necessary, appeared to 
at them, as he had done since. But it him perfectly obvious"* no less from the 


W'as impossible to commence the erection 
of such works without the thing being 
known; an^l it was in vain to expect se-, 
crecy, merely by keeping the head of 
parliament in a sack. He then stated, 
that be perftfctly coincided in what had 
been said by tlie hon. general near him 
(Tarleton) whose authority was supported 
by many other eminent military charac¬ 
ters. The military canal too, which had 
been constructcsl at so great an expence, 
was considered'as highly lidiculous. lie 
objected also to the idle expence of build¬ 
ing magnificerit houses for stcjrckccpers, 
clerks, &c. and expressed his conviction 
that these things would never be properly 
managed till the accounts were reg.dated 
as a private individual would regulate h^^ 
own aflairs. Private morality wus strictly 
applicable to general politics *as well as 
private economy to the public 
tnre. Why were noi these buildings 
erected by contract, which vvo*dd shew 
the cxpcuce at once, instead o)’ giving a 
per centage to the builder on the sum is¬ 
sued, which was ^ premium on fraud ? 

The Report was then agreed to, 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

^ Mondajf, March IP. 

• [TwinD Uepoht of the Finance Com¬ 
mittee.] Upon the motion of Mr. 11. 
Martin the House resolved into a- com¬ 
mittee to take into consideration the Third 
Report of the Finance Committee, Mr. 
D, Giddy in the chair.* 

Mr. Martin then rose an/1 said, th^t, in 
rising to perform the duty .which he had 
assumed to himself, he f<^lt a considerable 
degree of satisfaction from knowing that 
there was no objection to be made to the 
principle of the propositions which he 
meant to submit. It would, indeed, in his 
judgment, be impossible to ju.stif\' any ob¬ 
jection to a proceeding which had nothing 
but public economy in view, Sincu so 
many speeches from the throne had re¬ 
commended ecoifomy, since so nmny ad¬ 
dresses from that House had expressed an 
eotirc acquiescouce in those recottnaejida- 


peculiar situation of this coruntry than 
from the general state of Europe and of 
the' world, and particularly from the 
operations of the enemy, which seemed 
directly and distinctly pointed' at our 
financial prosperity. independently 
of these considerations, the known wishes 
'and want* of the people Were alone suffi¬ 
cient to call the attention of the House to 
this subject. If no recommendations had 
ev<?r Ueen o/llTed from the throne, if no 
pledges had ever b£en- made by that 
House, it was impossible that any candid 
man who InoJ^cd at the amount of the 
pi>I)iic*rcveniie, and at Ihe manner in 
which it wMs disposed of, could hesitate 
about the propriety of taking eilectual 
steps to cont^oul the public ex]>enditure. 
-o-When itwwas known, that the whole of 
the burthen arising out of -sinecures 
amounted to no less than 1,500,000/. per 
annum, could duy one question that pro¬ 
priety^^ lit?did not mean to .slate that the 
entire of this expenditure ought to be 
done away ; for he was willing to accede 
to .he propriety of making good J:he seve¬ 
ral sums voted by parliapieut; that the 
alloXv-inces, for instiince, to the younger 
bfanchc.s of the royal family were neither 
exceptionable nor unnecessary ; but the 
amount of th^ expenditure under these 
heads respectively, furnished an addi¬ 
tional argument why economy, so uni¬ 
versally admitted to be necessary, should 
be move particularly attended to in other 
respects. In fact, wherever that economy 
was practicable it ought to be promptly 
and efiectually enforced, and there was, 
he believed, scurc.ely a department of the 
state in whicli its enforcement was not 
loudly called for by the nature and extent 
of our public expenditure. It was once 
observed, with regard to the duchy of 
Lancaster, that although it yielded only 
'4,tX)0/. a year to the public treasury, it 
afl'urd^d 40,000/. to the pockets of indivi¬ 
duals ; and a similar observation was, he 
feared, applicable in a certain degree, to 
fte've/al other branches of the public reve¬ 
nue.’ Let the Committee recollect the 
suqis raised in the way of fees and per- 
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quisitcs upon the produce of the public strength to their opinion, and all he pr<^ 
taxation, aikl how much these fees in- posed by bis Resolutions was distinctly and 
creased with the increase of our taxes, directly to pledge the House to act upon 
and then the grounds of his apprehension that opinion. 

would be easily understood. Having thus stated his disposition to 

Although he bad regretted the delay accede to any saggestinn from Mr. Bstnkes, 
which had tahen place in hringing.this j the bon. gent, expressed his happiness 
question under discussion, he was now | that that bon. member was again invested 
disposed to consider that delay as by no ‘ with the power of prosecuting and render* 
means injurious to his object; for full liuic in^ cfllctive his laudable solicitude for 


bad been thus allowed for examining llie 
question in all its bt^arlngs. and an /ippor> 
tunilyr had been ullercd for heating the 
sLatcinebt<of an hon. gcnt.r(Mr. Jluskissoii) 
respecting our fiiiauces, which statement, 
if it did not alami.^wus certainly calcu¬ 
lated to attract the most seriouc attentioif 
of the House, from the kitovvn acquaint¬ 
ance of that hon. gent., with the host j 
soucces of information upon that Object. I 
It must now, therefore,'be evident, that | 
the closest examination of our expenditure 
should take place ; that ryery degree of | 
regularity in *its adiiiinistj*ation ainh re¬ 
trenchment in its application shouM be 
established. To his mind, indeed, it fur¬ 
nished mtilter of astonishment that some 
of those retrenchments hatl nc't been long^ 
since mt^de. whic h had been often and 
long since recommended. By the Report 
of the Committee ofriiwflce in <1790, the 
abolition of two ofTiccs' namely, t|ie 
treasurership of the ordnance, and the 
paymastership of the marines, was par¬ 
ticularly recommended, and yet those 
offices had stilj existed, until the justice 
of the opinion of that Committc.e* had 
'become glaring to the country. £Ven 
now, indceir, those offices were tolerated, 
notwithstanding the notoriety of the evi¬ 
dence that they wore totally unnecessary 
for any public purpose, and led only to 
the greatest abuse. 

As to the Uc.sulutions which he. meant 
to propose, the honourable gentleman 
begged it tA be uiiderMocKi, that he was 
not tenacious •of any forms whicli might 
create a diilerenceof opirHun among those 
who agreed in the main principle;-his 
object being to embody the suggestions' 
ofthe ComiTiilice of finance, he was not 
at all wedded to forms, but would be will-« 
ing, with the utmost readiness, to attend 
to any proposition fioin the worthy chair* 
man of that CotKinittec, (Mi'< Bankes) to 
whom he had het'ore alluded. The sug¬ 
gestions of this Committee were entitled to 
peculiar attention. In fact, every, 
that bad elapsed since their Report had 
l>eeii laid before the House, served to give 


the promotion of public economy. That 
much had been done to economize the 
public expenditure, and to introduce re¬ 
form into the public offices, he was ready 
now. as on a former occasion, to admit* 
But he regretted that, notwithstanding the 
Report of theFinahce Committee in I79b. 
ana the public animadveioions which had 
been repeatedly made upon tb)* subject, 
not a step tow'ards rel'orqi had been taken 
in any of the law oflices. On the con¬ 
trary. every sinecure office had con¬ 
tinued to be filled up agkin and again, 
from a succession of reversionary grants. 
Thus the Report of th^Fiuance Committee 
of 1/96 was utterly disregarded. Such 
disregard might have been tolerated before 
Ylic salaries of the judges were advanced. 
But wbefi that advance took place, it 
ought, in his opinion, to have been stipu¬ 
lated witli the judges, that they should 
give up part of their patronage. The 
Report of 1796 sanctioned this opinion ; 
for it proposed that the patronage so given 
up should be disposed of in the ordinary 
way, and the produce* applied to a fund, 
from which the judges who retired should 
derive their pensions. Such an arrange¬ 
ment ought, in fact, to have been pro¬ 
vided for ill the act granting tl^e increase 
of the salaries of the judges. Had that 
been tlte case, he believed!* that a fund 
might have been formed, sufficient not 
only for pensions to judges on their retire¬ 
ment; but even to defray a considerable 
4 >artof the salaries of llie acting judges. 
Th^ necessity.fit refurm in the dispasition 
of offices in several law departments, 
was in fact 'luiorious to all those who had 
any kuowliedgc of the subject. Tlie cir- 
cuffislances connected with the appoint¬ 
ment of the chief clerk of the* king's 
bench, contril^uted to prove it. In this 
office there had been in fact but*iive va¬ 
cancies since the restoration of Charles the 
Second. Nothing appeared to him more 
disgraceful to a great country, or more in- 
consistent^with tliedigifity ofthe judicial 
offices, than that any judge should derive' 
prqhtirom fees or perquisites. While h« 
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recommended the reform he bad des* 
cribed, he begged it to^ be understood, 
that it was quite foreign to his wish to 
interfere with the legitimate patronage, 
or fair emoluments of the judges. * Indeed 
it was hi.s opinion, that the arrangement 
he proposed would in effect add to their 
respectability, while it would not diminish 
their salaries. He would be sorry that 
his intention on such an occasion should 
be misunderstood or misinterpreted 
any degree. 

Adverting to the late pamphlet of a 
right hon. gent, opposite (Mr. Hose) he 
expressed hi.s lutonisiiment at the position 
which that right hon. gent, had laid down, 
that the intluenco of ttfe crown had not 
been increased since the adoption of Mr. 

Dunning^s celebrated Resolution, *' That 
the influence of i]ie crown had increased, 
was increasing, and ought to be diminish- 
ed.’^ Such a position, indeed, was cal¬ 
culated to excitfc universal surprise. But 
there was scarcely a man of common ob¬ 
servation in the courftry who did notlyiow 
and could not prove the contrary. He 
would ask any man to look at the enor¬ 
mous increase of our army and navy 
since the passing of Mr. Dunniftg's Re¬ 
solution—at the several new offices creat¬ 
ed, since that period, and the pensions 
granted, since the adoption of Mr. Burke’s 
bill, in violation of its spirit, and to 
state what he thought of the right hon¬ 
ourable gentleman"s extraordinary as¬ 
sertion. He woulcf challenge the right 
lion.'gentleman at any time to a discus^ 
sioa of the grounds upon which he pre-*i| 
tended to rest that assertion. But the 
most effectual refutation of the right hon. 
gent, would appear from a simple state¬ 
ment of our comparative receipts and ex¬ 
penditure at the period Mr. Dunning’s 
Resolution was adopted, and at the present 
day, with a Report of the grants and pro¬ 
motions which had taken place within 
that interval. Here the hon. genii 
the following statement;— • * * . 
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• 

From this statement he shoii^d leav% 
it to the House and the public to decide 
%s to the accivacy of the right hon. gent.’s 
assertion. For was it possible that any 
man of common sense could subscribe to 
the opinion that*such an augmentation of 
re^eniie^ sudh a variety of appointments 
Would not operate directly to increase the 
influence of the crown f But it seemed the 
right* hon. gent, in his calculation had 
quite forgotten the new sources of influence 
createftb by the barrack department, the 
transport office, and the board of con- 
troul, especially the latter, The junior 
members of which had, he understood, 
no other trouble as.signed to them than that 
of receiving their salaries. It was» how¬ 
ever, convenient for the right hon. gent, 
to forget these and other points also which 
could not at all square with his favourite 
doctrine as to the influence of^the crown. 

After referring to the Report presented 
to the House m (he number of civil 
offices in the country, and expressing a 
Wish that a reportof a similar nature should 
be annuallv laid before parliament, the 
l|on. member proceeded to animadvert 
upon tbe object and application of the 
fbar and a half per cent, duties. Those 
dutfes «%re> he observed; originally le¬ 
vied for the purpose of keeping up andim- 

t roving our fortresses in the colonies, and 
y ^10 fneans with a view to be subject to 
the private dispensation of the crown. But, 
yet, those duties had been made the 
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means of advancing that influence which it became the peculiar duty of parliament 
the right hon. gent, would maintain to to tlevote its attention to that object* 
have been for years back wholly unim- I'Voni the temper manifested of late by- 
proved. It was not difficult to divine the the House, there wa? every reason to augur 
cause of the right hon. gent’s anxiety, to well foi* the cause of economy. Through 
disseminate his statement through the coun- the eTCorlioiis tliat must result from a con-- 
try before thu'^discussion of this subject tinuaiice of that temper he had no doubt 
took place. But the doctrine of the right that considerable savings would be made 
lion. gent, could make no stand. It was in the seveiai departments of the public 
in fact totally unfounded. expenditure, and the smallest savings 

He wished, however, in the observations, should be esuaiatrd ; for even such sav- 
which he felt it his duty to make with re- ings, if economy were extended, might, in 
sped *{0 pensions, not to be understood as the aggregate amount to soKiething cou- 
by any means disposed t.o object to tlic sideruble. The country had expected 
grant of a liberal provision and an ample the attention of parliament to be directed 
reward from the public purse to merito- to this subject, and therefore it must cal- 
rious public servants. But bc^vould ever cuintu, that as the report under couside- 
contend against all grants of pensions vafion had lain i»vo years before that . 
under the sign manual, as an illegicimato House, it would now come to some satis- 
exercise of the prerogative. He also ob- factory decision upon it. tie was sorry 
jected to the piacticc of granting pensions that it had remained so'^long on the table 
out of the salaries of public offices, for he without any decision being come to upon 
raainlained, that the t^^own ought to it, because, from that ci.cumstajice, the 
have no power to granu pensrjns joii- interest it had originally excited, and 
trary to the spirit, and jx-ovisioiis of which it still in onetjUal degree deserved, • 
Mr. Bgrke’s bill, which pvesr-ribed that seemed, from the attendance of members, 
the whole of the pension bst should not to have somewhat abated, 
exceed 00,000/. a year. If in any case With respect, to the Amendments pro- 
St were deemed just to make any addi- posed he, was willing to adopt the first 
tional grant, let it not be done by such and second Resolutions of the Chan-* 
subterfuges as ho had tifluded to—let not cellor of the Exehetjiier, as there was 
the provisions of Mf.Burke’s bill be evaded in reality little diflercnce between them 
—but let the case be brought fairly and and his own, but the third Resolution of 
constitutionally before parliament, which the right hon. gent, seemed (o recognizt 
never was and which never would kc, ho a principle which he (Mr. Martin) felt it 
trusted, inattentive to any clainu'f justice, his duty to of'posc, namely, that some 
Whilst upon this topic lie lelt, that he i^iliccs should still continue to be matters 
could not impress too strongly upon the |^oi patronage. There Averc he understood 
Commiflce ihe necessity of invealigating some.iTsoliitioiis to be proposed by an hon. 
this (juestion, and of making some provi- fiiond ofhis (Mr. BanUes) which he should 
sion against tile practice he deprecated, have no objectionto, us far ashewos made 
which practice involved awantoii addition aetjuaintedwith iheirnaturc atid substance, 
tb the public limthensand an evasion of Tlie eVghlh Resolution of the Chancellor of 
the law, while it gave scope to favouritism the Exchequer w-eiit to limit the pension list 
and unjustly cxK-^nded the influence of fo foreign niinislers to 2,0001, a year, he 
the crown. Recurring to Mr. Burke*s#| knew that many pensions had been lately 
bill he animadverted forcibly upon the gi^nitod fur yt;ry short sciviccs, and would 
excess beyond its provision which had of wish to(iee^pmedistinctioncstablished,by 
lale taken place in the pension list. It wliichthose.vvhohadservedlongaudsuc- 
was his wish that the whole of this business cessfull^^, should be distinguished from 
should be brought annually under the those ofa contrary description. As to the 
inspection of parliament. The grantee^, interference of parliament upon such oc- 
in all cases, of pensions, ought to be made casions, it was no new thing, in proof of 
known, in oidcr that the amount of their which the lion, member quoted the case 
pensions might be compared with thfl ua- of the receipts of the auditors of imprest 
tare of their services. It was by frequent accounts having been reduced from 
revision in these ciiscs that parliament 13,000/. to 7iOOO/> a year, and also of a 
would be moat likely to ascertain f^hat motion of a similar tuidency, with regard 
tetrenchmeni was practicable ; and under to the fellers of the exchequer, having 
the present circumstances of the country 1760, only by a majority of 
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five. Those two precedents he thonght of oar increased rerenae. But the hoo. 
eufficient to justify the reduction of the morer asked baw the revenue could bo 
receipts of any public officer, which par- increased without advancing the influence 
liament might deem inordinate, and he of the crown ? From this question he saw 
should wish to see the principle generally that the hon. gent, had not read hispamph. 
applied. It did not appear to him fair, let. For himself he declared thatw^n 
with regard to the courts of law, for in- he lopked at the increase that bad taken 
stance, that those officers, in whose hands place in our revenue, he was quite sur« 
the money of suitors was deposited, prized at the very small atldition of officers 
should be at liberty to make use of that it produced. He believed that, with the 
money, without rendering the profits ac- exception of the department of the cus- 
cruing from such use to the real owner, ^toiiis,*tltis immense revenue was collected 
the party sui 9 cceding in the suit. Some without the addition of above thirty or 
legal provision upon this subject was fortv officers, to the army^ofnavya 
highly necessary, and it should be at- with these departments he was so wholly 
tended with other reforms, particularly unacquainted, that h» could not speak to 
as he had before stated,* with respect to ally influensHi that might be exercised in 
• the disposal of officers in all the courts, eitV^ ; for he protested he had no know- 
both in England and Ireland ; for he saw ledge of the disposition of above twenty 
no reason why the arrangement should cojnmislioiis in both services ever since ho 
not, in this respect, be the same for both entered into office} and*he«knew that Mr. 
countries. The honourable gentleman Pitf was perfectly chaste on these points. 
ooiicltKled, with •proposing his first Reso- He was sure th^the recommendation of 
lution, namely, •• That it was the peculiar his d^cea^ed friend was never found tn in* 
•duty of that House to promote economy terfero with professional claims either in 
in the public expenditure.” * the army or navy.* To the influence^ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer proposed therefore, arising out of the disposition of 
an amendment by adding the words ** of' patj^onage in army or navy, he wasaa 
all branches of his Majesty’s govorment/' little enabled to speak with certainty a$ 
which being read, • the hon. gent—With respect to the bon. 

Mr. Boee assured the hon. mover that gent.’s o&ervati<ftij that he had forgotten 
he had not alluded to him, when he ob- the transpnrt>office, the barrack depart- 
served, that the savings, which had taken meht, and the board of controul, in hia 
place for the last thirty years, were never statement of influence; that observatioa 
noticed by the advocates for economy; agair^proved that the hon. gent, bl^d nol 
for he had no dispo^tion to say any thing looked at his pamphlet; for the fact Was^ 
uncivil to the hon. gent. As to the that had gone into detail in that 
pamphlet quoted by the hon. gent., he*J pamphlet upon each of the heads alluded * 
had thought it proper to put his napic to^ to; therefore when the hon. gsnt. should 
it, and was, therefore, ready to answer for take the trouble qf reading that parophleti 
any thing if contained. He would not, he would have the candour to acknowledge 
however, presiftne to say, that it was free the mistake he had committed this night, 
from error, but he could state thattherewas As to the report of sir G. Cooper, he should' 
nothing in it willingly inaccurate. With nbt object to the annual production of 
regard to that position to which the hon. such a report. On the contrary, he would 
gent, objected, n9me]y,thaj; the influence of .second the hon. gent.’s moiiOn for that 
the crowm^iad not been increased qf late purpose whenever he should Xhink pre^r 
years, as some gentlemen were^loud in as- to make it. Of. the violations of Mr. 
setting, he bad heard nothing irum the*hon. Burke’s bill, to which the hon. gent. aU 
gent, thatcoulddisposehimtoalty theopU laded, he declared himself entirely irao* 
nioQ he had written. But he rather believ- rant. The hon. gent, cited a precedent 
ed the bon. gent, had notread the pamph- ^om the auditor’s office for reducing the 
let in which that position was laid down, receipts of a public officer, but he believed 
Tlie increase of our public debt, and con- that was the only instance in which such 
aequently of the interest, he of course ad- a case hftd occurred without any grant of 
initted, but he protested that be did ngt compensation to the party affected by H. 
know bow the influence of the crown bad That, however, was a case in which the 
been tflereby mcreased. The Bank was, du^of the office was performed in* 
no doubt, under the necessity of "employ- ierior olerks, and the principals never in- 
iiig,8me additional clerks in conseqaenee terfered, in coosequtjnce of which tkNt 
▼o£, zvi. * * C . • 
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public accoimts were slurred over; but at meant sir William Burrowes, had also re¬ 


present those accounts were scrutinized 
with a degree of precision rarely to be 
found in the private concerns of the most 
accurate individuals. The right hon. 
gent, concluded with assuring the hon. 
mover, that his pamphlet was not dis¬ 
seminated to meet this discussion, it hav¬ 
ing in fact, been written in the course of 
the autumn, and left in town for publication. 

Mr. Creev^ thought the pamphlet of the 
right hon. gent, to be one of the gr^^atest 
delusions that he ever remembered to have 
been tbrpwn in the way of the public. 
The right hon..gent, had affected a la¬ 
boured minuteness of detail, where he was 
calculating the number of th^offices ibut 
had been reduced within the given pepod 
of time ; but if the right hon. gent.‘had 
acted fairly towards the public, Ite would 
have set against tiie ohices abolished the 
new-created offices which had been added 
within the same period,^ Upon the bar¬ 
rack expenditure, he thought ih^ pamph¬ 
let in question equally defective; no less 
^ sum than nine milfions had been added 
to the l/drdens of the public in this de¬ 
partment, and would it be pretended for i 
moment, that the power of disposing of so 
much additiotlal money did not neces¬ 
sarily carry along witii it an .increase of 
the influence of the crowM?. The pamph¬ 
let, however, overlooking this enormous 
addition in this single department, stated 
generally, that there are annually ex¬ 
pended 45,0001, to barrack masters and 
their clerks. But where were the ex¬ 
penses in carrying on military roads, and 
all the other public works connected with 
this department ? Were these to be de¬ 
frayed out of the 45,000/. > or if they 
were not, ought they not to have been set 
a^gainst tlie offices reduced ? and if so, 
was the amount of money, saved by such 
reduction, worthy of comparison with the 
amount of expense incurred by the new es¬ 
tablishments j Another point Irom whence 
the influence of the cro\Yn had derived, in 
his opinion, considerable means of extend¬ 
ing itself, was the judicial system in India. 
Pensions, within the period mentioned ill 
the pamphlet, had been granted for life to 
judges retiring from office. They haa 
seen the effects of this. A right hon.' and 
learned gent.,, now a member of that 
House, for whom he had great personal 
respect, had retired immediately upon the 
passing of that act. Another gentleman, 
who had .been a member of that .‘House, 
md who had since j^one out to India, he 


tired upon the passing of the same act; 
and it did so happen, that that gentleman 
did almost invariably vote with ministers. 
Now, upon this head alone of the judicial 
system in India, the expenses did not fall 
short of one million a year; here then 
was another new source of serious increase 
of patronage. Besides, there were various 
favourable opportunities for the extension 
of influence in the exercise of East India 
patronage. The president of the board 
of controul had, they well knew, his share 
of patronage. That gentleman might, if 
he pleased, send out a number of young 
gentlemen to India every year. He was 
not, he believed/- very strictly limited as 
to' the number. The lion. gent, might 
smile, but he (Mr. Creevey) believed hin> 
to have a very extensive patronage of this 
sort attaclied to the offiice which he held. 
He believed he had the privilege of send¬ 
ing out as many as he pleased. Another 
glaring omission in the pamphlet wasy 
that respecting the influence derived from 
our conquered colonies, and yet it was 
well knotvn, that since our conquest of 
Ceylon, Mr. North had gone our as go¬ 
vernor cf that i.dand, at a salary of 10,000/. 
a year, and that general Maitland had 
since succeeded him at the same salary. 
Another, honourable gentleman, whom ho 
lately saw in his place (Mr. Huskisson)had 
received 1,200/. a year pension out of thr 
public money. This gentleman derived 
also considerable emolument from the 
situation he held as agent for the aflkirs of 
‘Ceylon, which was, he believed, so cir¬ 
cumstanced, or under such management, 
that the hon. gent, was in a manner the 
auditor of his own accounts, as he ac¬ 
counted only to himself. 'Another head 
from which great influence was derived, 
was that of the droits of admiralty. With 
respect to this species of property, some 
gentlemen had contended, as if the droiU 
were as much the private property of the 
King, as the estate of any gentlemen was 
his own priVaie property.' Now of those 
droits partly arising out of the sale of the 
Dutch ahd partly of Danish prizes, and 
amounting to the sum of eight-millions, 
but two millions bad bpen as yet account¬ 
ed for. Hdd the captors received their 
due share out of the produce of the Dutch 
prizes; or if they had not, he would be 
glad to know, what that consitutional per* 
son, jVIr. Bowles would say to '’this.— 
Anothtir tvrcumstance, which might 
justlj. be au object of constitutional jea* 
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lousy, was the new sort of connection I the talents of the right hon. gent, he* 
that had grown up between the Bank of thought it a most unworthy production; 
England and the government. Who I being a narrow and most partial yiew of 
would have dared to predict, 25 years ago, the subject it professed to treat on. With 
that the Bank, under the protectioif ofgo* l.respect to one side, it was a most pitiful 
vernment, would have withheld payment j statement; and with respect to the other, 
in specie, and for this protection would in I it was altogether defective,*neither more 
their turn have become tax gatherdrs for nor less than suppressiqg the real state 
the government ? The East India com- I of the question by partial and entire 
pany was, in the consideration of this in- I omissions. 

iluence, another just object of jealousy, I Mr. Hose, with some warmth said, that, 
with a debt abroad amounting to 32 mil- Ihe trusted the Committee would excuse 
lions—with a*debt at home of many mil- I him for again rising to answer anot^dl at* 
lions—borrowing what all the world knew tack upon his unibrtunate pamphlet. The 
they could never be able to repay ; the I hon. gent, who had jusf sat down had 
charter expired, or on the eve of expiring, I d^alt out his abuse oPthat dull pertbmi- 
and they looking up to \he government I ance, and Ris censure upon the motives 
‘to renew it. Be knew not how it was I of the writer, in a manner that might 
possible for gentlemen, directors of that I fully justify him (Mr, Rose) in pay** 
company and havqig seats in that House I ing very little d^fereqee to the opi- 
to do their duty at once to the proprietors, I nioq|5-of that hoir. gent. That hon. gent, 
and to their constituents. He certainly had said of him what he had no 
thought the situaftions of such gentlemen j right to say. had unfairly and un- 
aniceaiid diRicult one. Again, with re-I justly in)|9uted motives to him which*he 
%pect to the head of*pensions, the pgm- I dei]ied*to have in/lueiiced his conduct, and 

? ihlet had studiously .avoided all detail, in doing so the hon. gent, had a(;{ed un-' 
ndecd, the right bon. gent, seemed to I warrantably. iTbe pamphlet alluded to 
know perfectly well, when it suited his rwas*genernlly«charged with a deficiency 
own purposes when to go into de&il, and in detail. But he appeale4 to thd^e who 

when to be summary. On the head of the had read the pamphlet, if this objection 

reduced ofiices, he had been elaborately I was well fdUndet^. *Wilh respect to the 
minute in his detail, and had even gone judicial ^ysteib, it was the first time he 
back to the comparatively remote period ever had heard, that providing for the in- 
of queen Anne's reign, though he avowed dependence of the judges was adding to 
in his pamphlet that his observations the influence of the crown. With inspect 
should be confined within a certain limited to the contracts in the barraok department* 
period of time. In the four and a half! he ki^ew of no influence respecting them, 
per cents, and the Scotch pension list, 1 As to the charge of not going into detail 
there appeared to have been but two or [ upon pensions, be admitted, tbSt he had 
three mcmbg s of jiarliament that had not given a list the names of the pen* 

pepsions in the^ear I7.S4, but at present sioners, nor did he think it necessary to 

no less a number than 17, were quartered do so. As to the influence arising out of 
upon this fund. Another subject/ upon tl\p conquered colonies, he did not believe 
which the pamphlet had been silent, was that the whole consisted of above 8 or 10 
that respecting the contractoi*s. Hebe- I offices that any man of any sort^of compe* 
lieved that there were such persons mem- Uence would accept. He had omitted in 
bers of parliament, and also that the •right his pamphlet, which had been, however, 
hon. gent, himself believed •thUC there censured for too nfee.detail in treating of 
were. He was at least satisfied that the the rdHuctiun of offices, to put against that 
right hon. gent, would not take upon him- head the various offices in the American 
self to say, upon his honour, that there colonics been lost with the loss of 

were not such a description of persons I America. The hon. gent, had put him a 
among the membevs of that House. The I question respecting the existence of ae- 
name miglft be concealed, and..no doubt erdt contractors in that House. He (Mr. 
was; to evade the act of parliament.—^The I Rose) knew of none : he "believed there 
hon. gent, then proceeded to pass an opi« I was no such thing.—He would go further,^ 
nion unpn the pamphlet generally, which a*nd ^eclarc as his conscientious convic- 
hc said bore internSl evidence that the tioi^tlut there was not in that Honae one 
writer of it could haye bedh influenced single iAdividual,who.dtrectly or indirect-v 
hy ndne but party motives. Considering |. ly* had any secret interest . in contracts. 
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tince the time of the passing of the act of 
parliament. With respect to the subject 
of licenses, he had admitted, that he had 
intercourse with members of that House, 
respectable merchants, respecting them ; 

he dented solemnly, that in point of 
filTOur he evei^tnade any difference what¬ 
ever respecting t^e persons, who applied 
to him. If the hon. gent. himself, or any 
of his friends on the same side, had ap¬ 
plied to him on that subject, they would 
have had from him as equitable apportion* 
of attention as any other member of that 
House; &nd if he was capable of a different 
line of conduct^' he should hold himself 
utterly unworthy 5f the situation which 
he held. * 

Mr. R, Dundas did not sec why ^the 
Sion. gent, should have thought i{^ neces- 
saiy to rniroducc the,.nffair8 of the East 
India Comparfy into a discussion of- jhat 
kind. He denied that tlie judicial system 
W India had had any cUc^: in increasing the 
influence of the crown.^ Thelnillfon a 
year included the salaries of the judges 
that ny^nt circuit, and of the whole 
police of the country in tke interior ; an^l J 
the crown had not the appointment of- the 
^dges'ln India. As for the great olficial 
influence that had becn^ imputed to him 
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referred it to the consideration of other 
gentlemen, more capable and better in- 
fornied on the subject than himself* It 
had received their sanction, and he tfaere* 
fore hftd not made it hastily. He had 
never meant to say, that the crown had 
the nomination of the judges in question, 
neither had he said that all the judges had 
been additional. He was aware that the 
Bengal judges were appointed long before 
Mr. Pitt's administration, but the pensions 
on retiring had been granted since. 

Mr. Simeon, in defence of the masters 
in chancery, felt it necessary to state 
that they had no patronage whatever, and 
that the increase of their salaries bad 
taken, place by act of parliament one or 
two years before the hon. gent, had 
thought of bringing foiward his resolu¬ 
tions. The hon. gepf. might therefore 
very well have left these olBcers out of 
his statement; and his object in rising 
was to prevent its going Torth to the pub¬ 
lic, that masters in chancery possessed 
any undue patrondjge, or received any 
undeserved remuneration for their labo¬ 
rious services; services not the less meri¬ 
torious because'withdrawn from the pub- 
lie view. 

r__ Boring said, that the general rea- 

by the hon. gent, he^ Ig^d orfly to stale soningupon the side of ministers had been, 
distinctly, thatwhatevei* it might, he with that they had not used the patronage they 
respect to the recommendation of persons, possessed. But that was not the question 
he never exercised it. Lord Minio before the Committee; it was not who 
bad ir«*his possession a pledge from him used, or who did not use it, but whether 
(Mr. Dundas)-that he never would exei- they should have it to use beyond a err- 
cise it. He had hitherto kept thaNplpdge, tain limit. He thought, for instance, the 
and he would continue to adhere to it. *patronRge of granting trading licences 


• 

one ihilt admitted of great abuse, and that 
called for serious consideration. 

The Chancellor of the I^chetjuer sajd, 
that the hon. gent., could nut but be aware 
that the abuse of the power of granting 
licences was of such a nature a.M mu^t call 


^ to the patronage of sending out writers, 
it did not extend to nioiv than one or two 
every year. With respect to the parlia¬ 
mentary scruples of the directors aflecting 
the discharge of iheir duties here or else¬ 
where, the hoii. gent, had only thrown ______ __ 

out an opinion, tmaiipporicd Uy any fact for open and speedy detection if it exist- 
or Y^ument, and it nught be met by* ed, and must be productive of eflects, the 

uv'ist *Talal to the government that could 
he so rilsh as to resort to it. 

Mr Barhaih was of an opposite opinion. 
He thouti^ht it a power open to abuse, and 
by no .means open to detection. One of 


another. One tiling, however, might be 
observed, that there \^ere generally as 
many directors on one side of ihc lloRse as 
upon the other* The judicial system in 
the East Indies had not grown up since thu 


time ot Mr. Eitt. The judges of Madr&s two merchants might be ruined by defor- 
and recorder ot Bonibay had “lieen ring the grajit of a licence which might 
oince added ; but these ofticeswere the be withheld from him who hajVpeiied not 
^ system during that to be in favour, while the other who wa* 


period. 


foore fortunate, might, by an early grant. 


Mr. Creeoey re-osserted his^ statqpient have his goods out to the earliest m^tkot. 
With r^pect to the India judicial sysfr3m. Here' thpre might be flagrant injustice. 
Ho bad taken it- from thi'ee ladid books and yet wher‘6 lay the* remedy ? 
that wore btfoco the Ceamittee^ and had . Mr*. Rote iaid« that it vfOi impoBsibk tho 
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grant of licence!! could be secretly car- was. that the elEcient and tbe non^fficiailt 
ried on. and dwelt upon the great industry > oflicers should each have salaries. Iiist^# 
of the board for granting licences, which then of the general words of theRetolutieOt 
sat six days in the week, so that a person he wished to bring it to this, that sinecure* 
applying on Tuesday was almost sure of should be abolished aller the interests of 
having his answer on Wednesday. ' the prcstiiit possessors in them were at an 

I'he first Resolution was then put and cud.,-—He imagined that there could 
carried. hardly be a dificrence of opinion on this 

Mr. Martin, having given way to the point, that people oughf not to be paid by 
amendment of ibe Chancellor of the Ex- the public for doing nothing, but the oues- 
chequer, the Resolution was proposed as tion would turn upon this, whether these 
thus amended—it being understood that^ offices^ though they could not now answer 
Mr. Bankel proposed to introduce his the purposes of tlieir original institution, 
amendment on the Chancellor of the Ex- ought not to be retained, as ne<^Aary for 
chequer's Resolutions. the reward of merit and eminent service. 

Mr. Bmkes then rose, to state his ob- and he agreed that there ought to be pro¬ 
ject in bringing forward the amendment tidedsornfameansofrewardinggreatservice 
he meant to submit to the Committee, <vas be^'ond the daily wages received by those 
to remove the vague and general words who had been for a length of time faitlH 
from the Resolution, and to propose such ful and* able servants of the public. He 
as would at once shew in what spirit the hoped he shoulcT be allowed to read the 
House came to the discussion, what prin- four Resolutions which beheld in his hand 
ciples it meant to adopt with regard to the as these would g>ew that in^framing them, 
abolition or regulation of the offices to he had not nciglected this'point. Ubed 
which the Rcsolutibns referred. was been^sual to reward such services either 
true, indeed, that it was always the duty by a direct pension or by a sinecure office, 
of the House—that it was always a great He rather thuyght that it would be better 
and important duty, to pay the strictest *to/;onfine th<» reward of service altogether 
attention to public economy. "But the to direct pensions, instead of having what 
duty became more imperious at a fime were direct pensions Jurlcing under the 
when the House w as under the necessity name of ofiices.* A great part of the ini»- 
every year of imposing heavy* burthens chjef arose front this confusion of teroH. 
on the people. It was natural that, under The granting of pensions would he noto* 
such circumstances, the people should in- riovis and unequivocal.*and this very note- 
quire whether there was any opportunity ncty would prevent their being canferrod 
for Retrenchment, and expect, that if there in a profuse or glaringly iiqproperinannvr. 
was.that opportunity should not be ne- but tti^re was no such security with ro* 
glccted.—The saving might possibly hh to these sinecure cfiicei. Aa An il«* 

small, in amount, but the principle*was of lustration of this, after disclaiming the in- 
the last iuiportaiue. It was the duty of tention of saying any thing invidious, he 
tjie House to take care that no money adverted to the manner in which a great 
should be wastefuJiy employed, and that sinecure bad very lately been applied, 
when money was given for official duty This insUiice. indeed, was hardly wanting, 
the duty should be actually performed, oecause it was in the common way of 
The public had a right to the service for giving away sinecures.- He dierefore did 
which they paid—and,'therefore, when* not blame his right hon. frfend on the 
offices at first efficient, came, by aschange other side (the Chancellor of the Eatche- 
of circumstances, to be sineCtites., they qtier.) as he hud^oqly done what had been 
ought to be abolished, so that tiie salaries cusCbmary with regard to such offioai* 
might be available for the oi%:es wh*ich ^i>t what rendered this instance a little m- 
had sprung up. instead of those .that be- markable was. that there wasa case of gvent 
came sinecures. It was through negli- iservice before the House at that very mo** 
gence that these *offic8s w^e allowed to ment. A message had been brought down 
remain after the duties originally annexed by the minister from bis Majesty, recom- 
to them had ceased. He then alluded to mending the grant of a "pension to lord 
the large sum which was now expended' Wellingion. to which the House agreed, 
for aigliting the public accounts, which had 'Thqbill for conferring this pension had 
become necessary in consequence oftheim* net passed through the House* when e 
mens* increase of the public expenditure, sinecilre office foil into the hands of hi* 

Biit«wlnt b* objected .to amt particidtsJy | right hon^ ^ut inctasd afretoart* 
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ing the great service of lord Wellington however* was clear* he thought that, what- 
with this sinecure* it had been given to ever might be the saving, it was important 
a right hon. gent. (Mr. Yorke) who had, that these offices should be abolished for 
he firmly believed* acted always Jn his the reasons which he bad already stated, 
politics upon the fair conviction of his There iras another description of offices 
ovfn mind* and with whom he had some- too which required the attention of the 
times differed. < He meant to say .no- House* lie meant those where the emolu- 
tiiing invidious of that right hon. gent.* ment was large beyond all proportion to 
who very probably had no prospect either the duty. It was proper that these should 
of this or any otlier office of the kind* for also be regulated, and that an allowance 
the line of political conduct which he had should be made in every instance propor- 
Uiouffht it right to follow. But nobody ,tioned to the services performed. There 
couldoay, that he had ever done any par- was a third class of offices more numerous 
ticular device to the country which de- that the former—he meant the offices 
served this reward. He had never per- which were executed by deputy. The 
formed any service certainly* for wnich object of his RcsoUiiions would be with re- 
any one could have dreamt of conferring spect to them, to ;tbolish what was sine- 
upon him a direct pension to the amount curt^ and retain what was necessary, re- 
the emoluments of the sinecure which ducing the emolument to that for which 
was now in his possession. He did not the duty was performed, with some in¬ 
think therefore,''that both the mode of. dl- crease in many cases* no doubt, on ac- 
rect pension, and that of sinecures ought count of the increased responsibility.— 
to be preserved. For thw,pensinns would 'fhe hon. gent, then read Resolutions 
be given for services performed,<and4he conformable to what he had stated, con- 
sinecures would be granted, as hitherto* eluding with this—“That a select Com- 
frem favopr. This method of granting mittce be appointed to examine to what 
direct pensions for'services had become offices the principle he had thrown out 
a very great source of expeace, and yet could be applied.*' Having read all the 
there had been no reduction of the sine- Resolutions, he proposed the first of them 
cures. There hail been instances in which as tfn Amendment upon that which had 
these offices had been rpplied to tlie nc- been read from the chair. The substance 
cessary and commendable object, of the was, “ That it was expedient to abolish si- 
reward of services, such as those which necures,exre|)tsuchaswereconnectcdwilh 
had been granted to lord chancellors, the personal service of his Majesty, or the 
But as great inconvenience and irregular- loyal family—to regulate other offices* 
Uy arose from jtheir not being vacant at and to reduce the salaries of such as were 
such times as they were most wanted, the executed by deputy to the sum for which 
'act of the 39th of the king had been in- tne service was performed, with an al- 
troduced foi granting direct pensions to lowanoe for the additional responsibility 
chancellors, by which they became a —all to be done after the present interests 
charge on the nation, independent of the in these offices had expired." 
burthen of these offices which were after- The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed* 

wards granted as matters'^of mere favour, that whatever the House might think as to 
These ednsiderations had induced him to the propriety or impropriety of pledging 
think that it ivould be much better to abo- itself as to the measures recommended by 
lish these offices altogether, and to give hon. friend* all must agree* that the 
his Majesty the power of granting pen- propositions were of the utmost import- 
aions* to a limited amount* in lieu of the aiicc in themselves, and required the most 
offices abolished—the power of giving^'thG serious and deliberate examination. It 
additional pensions always commencing' wasofimportancetobecautinusinadopt- 
with the fall of the sinecures. This was ing them, both on account of their efiect 
necessary in order to prevent the crowns upon the influence and interests of the 
from having for a time the double power; crown, and ir^as much as they were of a 
and without this caution it would not b6 novel nature. He could not complain that 
a measure. of economy* in the hrst Tn- he was taken unprepared upon this sub¬ 
stance* but a measure of extravagance, jeot; but he doubted whether the Com- 
What might be the saving on the wl;iole mittee would be prepared to decide at 
by the abolition of these offices he was once ilpop matters of this importance* 
not at the mument prepared to state*'but it with such a very short warning. Reso- 
kad been calculated in the Report. This* lutions had been proposed from both sides: 
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of the House last session^ and a long de- | ed with the advantages he expected from 
bate had taken place upon them. The it, whether it would serve to conciliate 
Resolutions bad been printed; they had I the people, to remove the complaints or 
been long in the hands of members ; and I satisfy the desire of the disaffected and 
as both sets of Resolutions were similar in j discontented? It was necessary, therefore^ 
principle, gentlemen must have been I that his hon. friend should explain Him- 
pretty well aware of what they were to T self,distinctly on that poj^tto the com- 
expect. But his hon. friend had, during j rnittee,—Mr. Burke, to whose opinions tho 
the whole of that period, given no hint of I finance committee had* referred in itare* 
his intention to propose any thing of this I port, had said, that changes had a ten- 
kind ; and as the propositions were of so dency rather to increase than ^diminish 
much importance in themselves, he hoped I discontent; for people, he said, submitted 
the CommitR;e would not allow itself to [ with patience to old and established«prap- 
be surprised into their adoption. But he tices, if these practices were k^pt within 
could not agree, tliat the propositions if correct bounds, when they would feel a 
acceded to by the Committee would have new mode of bearing the same necessary 
any of the good effects which his lion. I burthen aknost intolerable. Mr. Burke, 
friend had anticipated, considering the | tD(^ had the subject of direct pensions and 
way in which he proposed to accompany sine'eures under his consideration, and aU 
them; and yet, with that accompaniment, he sai^ was, that upon the whole he ra¬ 
the Committee cdhld not be aware what ther preferred the*modd of^'ewarding ser- 
practical measure his hon. friend would I vidbs by direct pensions. So hU hon. 
proceed to found upon them if passed, friend said tha|,it was the inclination of 
The committee, of which his hon. friend I his /nind, upop the whole,*to prefer, the 
» had been chairman^ had stated in their niethml of direct pensions. It would ap- 
Report, that some offices ought to be%bo- pear from this, that* he had not formed,a 
lished, and others regulated ; and pro-J decided opinion upon the queSvion, but 
posed, that some substitute should bcl ^vas rather ingiined to think that upon the 
ibund for these offices with a view of pro- whole the mode of pension was proferable. 
vlding means to reward public servites. But this would hardly be Sufficient to in- 
It was then clear that there must be some duce the House to,aaopt measures of this 
substitute for these offices, and that sub- importance, without having attentively 
stitute, his hon. friend had said, must be ana maffirely weighed their tendency, and 
commensurate with the sinecures abolished without having formed *a decided opinion, 
(No, no)—commensurate with these of- that |heir adoption would answe^. some 
fices, he understood (commencing with essentially good purpose*^ The House 
the fall of the offices)—commencing with could*not on such slight grounds as those 
the fall of the offices, was it? Well then/J whifh fiad been stated by his hon. friend, ’ 
if the amount of the pensions were pot to J assent to this change, nor could it reasona- 
be commensurate with the value of the bly h^e that su^h a change would have 
odices, therS would be a reduction of the any effect in alleviating public burthena 
fifhds, out of which great services were to or removing discontent. What did Mr. 
be rewarded. What was requirecLof the Burke say on the subject? He said, that 
Committee by his hon. friend, then, was Ife would have no great objection to such 
this, that it should consent to abolish the J a change, but that he did not think it pra* 
funds which the crown .had at present,! dent to propose it. He did "not like to 
without knowing how far any thing ejse [ take away what answered the purpose, in 
was to be substituted, without^ knowing* to the hopes that some substitute might pos- 
what extent he would propose to grant the sibly be found. Mr. Burke then, had re* 
power of conferring direct pei^ions. *lt fused to be the proposer of such a change, 
was proper to be perfectly aware whetht:r and had said, that instead of removing 
his hon.'friend meant to propose any di- jliscontent, it would rather tend to in- 
minution in the fpnds for the reward of creqjae it. TIte House would therefore do 
services, because that might alter the ar-1 well to consider gravely before it gave 
gument completely; for if no reduction I into a pA>position so newen itsell^ and so 
of the fund was intended to be made, then suddenly submitted to them for their de- 
it would be for the House to consider H;ision. But his hon. friend had advert- 
whethSr, the question of economy tbeing ed td a grant of a sinecure place lately, 
entirely out of the case, the chabge pi^- which^e contended was a most unexcep- 
poied by his hon. friend would be attend- j tionable one, (a laugh, and bear, hearlj.; 
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thtt wm his opMon. There w&b no law 
fB prevent %' grant of this nature being 
made to ench a man as Mr. Yorke, who 
ceitaMy had been some time in his ma* 
jeaty't lerrke. He thought that the 
oAcc was part of the patronage of the 
crown, and thaf; his majesty was at per- 
ibot liberty to confer it upon any merito¬ 
rious indiTidual he pleased. His hon. 
friend bad said, that the place might have 
been given to lord Wellington. He could 
■ot, in consistency with uie ideas, of his 
hon. friend, grant the office in reversion 
at any‘ r^te. But if it had become va¬ 
cant at the time Mr. Yorke was in office, 
he did not known ibat there could have 
been any objection to his pc^sessing itf. 
His hon. friend had said, that be had,po 
objection to the rewarding of long and 
faithful civil services. What then was 
Ibc period ofsarvii^e which his lionourable 
friend would think necessary to fomt a 
doim to these rewards some other 

period was fixed, he mighk be aUowtvl to 
suppose that the three years Mr. Vorkc 
had been in office rendered him not an 
improper object of his mnjpsty’s bounty. 
How long would it be necessary for a man* 
to expiate the demerit of not having 
been in office He would ask the gentle¬ 
men on the other side, whether they would 
have it thought it wron^ that Mr. Fox 
should have got a sinecure of this kind be- 
. fore he had been ar year in office; though 
he hadi^ent a long and laborious l^fe in 
opposition ? Independent of party feeling, 
he thought that the sinecure in lyiestion 
' bad been very properly disposed of. ' He 
hoped the House would see that this was 
e measure of ton much piiportance to be 
adopted 60 lightly. His hon. friend said, 
that the sole ground on which he brought 
htforward was tliat of economy (No ! no). 
Te«, of economy. He had indeed said, 
that the measure would conciliate the 
people, and remove discontent; but that 
be timJerstood to be only through its effi¬ 
cacy, for the purposes of economy.—He did 
not understand that bis hon. Iriend rssted 
it at all upon tlie ground, that it was pro« 
per todimiauh the influence of the crown; 
but conceived that be placed its gre .14 
utility tn its efifects in point of econotmy 
He perfectly agreed that every saving 
should be made that was consistvsiii with 
tbe public service, that could be made 
without detriment to that service. But 
there the question arose, could this change 
take place without detriment to the* public 
•evvioe f For bit part^ tie thought that the 


attempt to cut off all these offices at one 
sweep was extremely dangerons. As to 
the influence of the crown, he still retain¬ 
ed the sentiments he bad before expressed' 
—that the influence of the crown, upon 
'the whole, had not increased, compared 
with tbe great increase of the popular 
branch of the legislature in wealth and 
influence, and power in tlie state. That 
was his opinion. As to the assertion, that 
the influence of the crown was increased 
by the national debt, he believed the very 
reverse to be the case. rie*felt b'Diself 
bound therefore to oppose the amend¬ 
ment. 

Mr. Bankea explained, that he certainly 
thought that less than the aggregate 
amount of the sinecures, in direct pen¬ 
sions, would answer the purpose of afford¬ 
ing adequate means to toward public ser¬ 
vices. As to the charg& ot having taken 
the House by surprize, he said that an in¬ 
dividual member could only propose hts 
resolutions in his place—but the House 
was called upon at present merely to settle 
the (Itinciple. The substitute, Ac. would 
be a matter for future consideration. But 
* he should be extremely glad if the House 
would allow his resolutions to be printed^ 
that they might consider them with all 
the care which had been bestowed on 
those of'his right hon. friend.—He was 
sure his resolutions would gain by that. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer instantly 
assented that time should be given to 
print his hon. fricniFs resolutions. But 
he thought it ought to be understood, that 
^Uie subject, if postponed at present, should 
not b*^ debated this week; because, if 
they were to sit from night to night very 
late, they could hardly be equal to tlm 
exertions that would be required in the 
deb ite on the Walcheren inquiry, 

Mr. Whiihread considered the accuaa- 
^tion of surprise as peifectly unfounded. 
Some on the sanxe side with the right hon. 
gent. b.uJ brought forward moiiuiis of tba 
same kind, ^he member for Sussex par* 
ticularly, whioh were at least liable to a 
siinitc** oj^ection. The opposition to the 
abolition came with a very ill grace front 
him—a great reversionist, and one who 
had sinecures from his infancy lor no leiw 
vice whatever. He allowed that Mr. Yorke 
was a very honourable pri vale character, bul 
Iv! had performed no public service that 
deservea sm h an annual sum, and nobody 
would ever have dared to propo^ such 
a thing for him in the shape of a direct 
pension. It WM not only tbe inclusion 

of 
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of hif miiHl, but his most decided opinion, 
that these sinecure offices should be abo¬ 
lished* As to the conferring of these 
l^laces for public service, the right hon, 
gent, himself and Mr. Yorke were in¬ 
stances that this was a perfect delusion 
upon the public. He contended that 
though no great practical saving could be 
made, still even a sum might be saved not 
unworthy of attention. The reception of 
Mr, Yorke, by his former constituents, 
proved wha^ the public thought of this 
grant. He went to them after vacating 
his seat, and they very properly relosCa 
to return him. Could the right hon, gent, 
slate one instance in whjch a great public 
Service had been rewarded with a sine¬ 
cure ? It had been found necessary to 
create provisions for cliancellors by direct 

f tensions. As to4hc crown, these offices, 
nstead of being a source of strength, were 
only sources of^weakness, especially now 
when they had become quite disgusting. 

, It would most cer^^mly conciliate the 
people to shew that attention was paid lu 
the proper expenditure of their money. 
It would be less vexatious to their miiidsi 
to pay a pound when convinced pf its ne¬ 
cessity and justness, than one penny \\iih 
an idea that any part of it was to go to these 
sinecure men.—To illustrate the want of 
attention paid to economy, and the truth 
of the observation of lord Melville, (at 
one time first lord of admiralty) that two- 
thirds at least of our expenditure in the 
article of stores tvas misapplied ; he cited 
the case of certinn ships where stores haTl 
been laid in, on their sailing from the* 
river for fight weekh, but in which on their 
arrival at the Norc, other stores were 
found to be necessary, those originally 
put on board having been made away 
with. Sinecures, the hon. member con¬ 
tended, were but an excrescence of the 
consiituiioii. At the time the salarie.i* 
annexed to these offices were granted, 
the officer were eirectwe. It wjig, \hete- 
fore, not so novel now to sf A that "they 
shuuld be abolisiied, being non-attac- 
live, as to ask that they shoulfl convey, 
as it were, freehold rights to the sums 
in use to be paid for the performance 
of the duty annexed to ttflsui. It had 
been stated, however, by the right hon. 

? !nt. to whom he had before alluded (Mr. 

Dike) that the fees of the office lately 
COiifeited on him did not come out pi ihe 
pockets of the public, bj>t aroie from 
small fees on sums going into the exche¬ 
quer* Were not all these, however'. He 
VOL. XVI. J 
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begged to ask, sums collecled from ^ 
people, and of course the per-^ntage oil 
them an additional burthen on the public ? 
It was beyond human patience that xhi 
people should be called oh to endure iii«‘ 
suits of chis kind. On th^se grounds hit 
was 'of opinion that the House ^uld thaf 
night come to a vole, on the resolution^ 
now proposed for their adoption. 

Mr. Bankes theii proposed, that the 
matter should be postponed till to-morrow 
fortnight, the committee then to sit again. 

The Chairman then reported progress, 
and obtained leSve to sj^ again.* 

———r—— 

* ^lOUsE OF COMMONS. 

*• Tuesday, 3Iarch 30. 

[OrwcKs IN Reversion Bill.] Mrt 
Bankes rose to rmrve for leave to bring in 
a bill, which the House had repeatedly 
shewn that it th^ght necessary, although 
another House m Farliameift seemed of a 
very ,di/ierent*opinion; he iheant a bill 
to prevent the grant of Places and Pensions 
in Reversion. The bills w'hich lAte Hou& 
Jbad already pitssed for this puroose had 
thif mistbrtune to fail in the H^use of 
Lords, as well as another bill, which had 
originated^in th^ House within the pre¬ 
sent .session., >reyertheless, he thoughf 
the mode by which the House was most 
likely to carry its wrshesr ultimately into 
edect, was to shew that it was in earnest 
by uSing every means it might eftustitu-: 
tionaljy adopt, without thC appearance of 
pertinatity, to obtain final success in al. 
measure so necessary to publiq cconomya 
end so i>afisfactory, as it would be, td 
public feeling. *Hu understood, that in 
the other House of Parliament it was not 
usual to entertain or discu.ss measured 
which were considered to encroach upStl 
the privileges of the crown, without hav¬ 
ing his Majesty’s assent expr«ssed by hid 
ministers to the discussiom He whs not 
coavti-SAin with the proceedings of the 
otliC{ House of l^aHianient, < ot he could 
Qno' no Mich principle in the proceediilg 
of this House; ai<d, noiwithstaiuling that 
a bill of a siniiiai nat> rc baJ been Jdst 
rtiis session in the other Hou^e Huich had 
ogginaicd ihne, still he thought tliejr 
luidslupa would not be iiyJtsposed to re¬ 
ceive another bill, having the same gen^ 

^al object in view^ but worded in a 
reiit>ma-iner; ami insti ad of proposidg', 
as fh tl^e former bills, to perpetuate the prof 
hibition, to render it a bill of suspensiod 
of the prerogative fronLiime to time. Hit 
C,* 
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right hoti. frieiid (the Chancellor of the. on which he meant to trouble them. 
Exchequer) had himself never shown Some papers would be necessary to eiuci- 
any hostility to the measure. On the date his stalcnient, and for these he pro- 
contrarv, he understood him to be friendly posed to move; the first were letters that 
to its principle j and tJierefore he hopel^ had passed between admiral Montague 
it would not be deemed unparliamentary and the first lord ot the admiralty ; those 
if he now ventured to recoinmend to his letters would shew, that at tlie very mo- 
right hon. friend, ^as one of the confiden- ment when the admiral s son was re- 
tial advisers of his Majesty, to endeavour fused examination, other officers had pass- 
to remove the obstacles to this bill in ano- cd, one of whom was immediately ajj- 
tber place, and to obtain, if possible^ his pointed a lieutenant. Mr. Montague s 
Majesty's consent to its admission and actual time ol previous servii^e was out in 
discuSs^n in the other House. The hon, August, when, if he had pai^^rcd, he would 
member Concluded by dioviug ibr leave have been a lirutenanl in the Meditcna- 
to bring in the bfil. ncan fleet. For this injury there was now 

The Chancellor of 'the Exchequer said, hf no rcmtdy, unless^ his cominisston was an- 
felt no disposition of hostility to the mo- teejated. Ho uould next call for a letter 
tion of his hon. friend. At the saine lr<*m Inni rolHi.i’Wood, sliewing, that at 
dme he declared, that the priii(‘i|^le now that tin»p » was vacant for^Mr. 

avowed by the I'Kiobir, nar.ielv, Monta^iin. lie would lu* tionble the 

that of makingMbe bill a lenipoiaiv iiv'a- House uiiii detail, as he had heard 
sure, was one the most likely to obtain thata rtiut liy iiitciuK^d in tiu present 
for it success,and theref&.e it was that he case; but iicioie liesaLdown, he fHt that 
had'recommended this line of |n<rocr(ling. he was only doing his duty to press upon 
He had always thought it improper to tliciK the piuvtniioii ol ll»e recurrence ol 
appointj^ such reversions while ihoCom- the same uninten !* >1 injury tootliersondis- 
niittce of Finance continued to sir, and if, ^taut serviev-.; loi insiancc, there must be 
it should be deemed right u/abulisb, upon many similar .situations among officers 
their recommendation, any offices on the serving m the Ka»t and West Indies. It 
demise of the present uycupieis or pos- could not be known ilnre, that the regu- 
sessors, of course no i^cv^rsions would be latloiis *>f the new naval college, though 
assigned, and the bill, so kir a*- i* related they origiiiaied in ItiOb, did not iulJy ap- 
to such particular appointments, would be ply till JS08; and lo make it imposs'ibie to 
unnecessary. lie shtmld not object to have any fuithcr doubt upon the subject, 
the uidtion of hib hon. i’liind for leaie lo he would now move, an .addre; { to his 
bring in the bi^l; resect mg to linnbvlf the Majesty, ’iliat the ninth aiiicie of the 
right of moving in the CommitU‘C‘Ol? the ^2d cliHfite.- of naval instruciinn, oi Dec. 
bill'an amendment of the tide in these ' IhOCi, lie tmusmiltcd to nil c.ipuins on io- 
words,foV a time to be limited/’ With reign'statiem, am! uli boaids, and others 
respect, however, to the *.Klvii.c given him connecu d with the examineiioii of of- 
by his lion, friend, as one of hib Majes- ficers; ami also tliat such, other parts .of 
ty’s ministers, touching the counsel it the C(»ilc as were applit il to exainiiidiion 
iitight be his duty to give h.s Majesty' should be selcru d ami truiisniiliul.” Yet 
upon the subject of this biil, although he he felt, that the rcnuMly for the peculiar 
considered jt by iiu means unparliamen- *case of vcliiili lie spoke, wouitj come so 
lary, or improper, fitr h s hon. friend tu * much better i’lobi the admiialiy, that on 
8Ugge.st to llitu that advice, yet it would air as^iitanco of that remedy’s being in- 
be extremely improper for him to dechire tended, be should not press die question, 
in that House, what the advice migfit be ,Mr. It. ll'uui th-anked the hon. burl, for 
which he should feel it hi'i duty to offer ti)tMiii!df:e>s with \^ hich he biought for- 
to Majesty elsewhere.—Leave was ward the motion, but com cived {hat with 
given tu bring in the bill. . reference tu the papers which he mciition- 

[Mr. Montague.] iSir C. Pole rose for ed, they ought to have been brought for* 
the purpose of adverting to an ^ctofin- ward before the Hmese ci'uld adopt any 
justice which had taken place in the naval specific luotiuii; but to save any miseon- 
service. lie would nut use harsh Ian- deption he would narrate the matter in its 
guage on the- occasion, since he was t*’ully progress. By an ordf r of council, c-o long 
convinced tiiat the injustice arose mei^ly since* as* I77J, any officer, after serving 
from ignorance and inadvertency. He three j^ears at the Portsmouth Naval Aca«. 
would now state to the House the grounds demy, and three years on sea, was eni.Ulo4' 
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to be examined for a higher rank. By the lice or partiality—-but they passed mereir 
new code the time at school was not defined because the rules had .been better known 
by years, but a certain course of educa- at home than abroad; and if Mr Men¬ 
tion was to be fully gone through, and af- tague's claim had been disallowed finally" ■ 
ter that four yeans were to be served at sea .they should at once have returned to their 
before an examination could be given, original rank. An officer of the name of 
It happened that just a month before the Jenkhison had passed, anJ since got a 
enactment of the new order, the old one had lieutenancy, but this was. merely because 
pased the council, in the routine of busi- at the navy office they had not the same 
ness. Thiiwasiu I80(i. The i'jrds ofthead- scruples as in the Mediterranean. He 
miralty did not give full being to the new hoped that now the statement had been 
academy, so as to abrogate the old, till -laid plahdy before the House, no miscon- 
1808; thus the two were in being togc- ception could exist upon the subject.* 
ther, but the laws of service in each were Admiral Markham was surprised at the 
still applying to the dilfereiit classes of assertion of his hon, fricn3, that the ad mi- 
persons. An order was issued to prevent r^ty was not in the habit of investigating 
mistakes on this point, and guarding to the giound^ upon which certificates wero 
■ those who served umler the old rules, their graftted by the navv board. On the con- 
privilege of passing after three years ser- trary, siich an examination was the pecu * 
vice at sea. At tliis time Mr. Montague liaVduty of the admiraliy, and he could 
presented himself to the examining cap- affiiyn, that it was a duty never over-look- 
tains on the Mediterrauoan station; they ed upon any apnlication for promotion, 
conceiving themselves to be acting under while he had ihtffiononr of being a mem- 
^tlie new code, would not exaniine him on her bf tifat boifid. The appointmenl of 
less than four years^ service. Adt%iral Jenkinson upon the 4 ith of December, so 
Montague applied to loitl Mulgrave, with soon after his examination on tho*lth,was 
the zeal becoming a father—his lordship L yaturally calculated to excite conversa- 
laid the case before thcadftiiialty counsel, ' tioir out of doots, where the refusal ofMr. 
and it pronounced liini iuudniissible. Muntaguc^s promotion waa inuch*talked 
Lord Mulgrave, feeling the case oue that and particuUrly in consequence of 
pressed on liieindividual, requested admi- some difference lhat was known to exist 
ral Montague to make his own statement, between^he first lord of the admiralty and 
and submit it to the counsel. It was sub- admiral Montague, the^fatherofthegen- 
miltfcd, and the same judgment passed on lleman alluded to in the motion. Tha 
it as before—still, every effort was made hon. Officer contended, that there Ivas no 
to draw up the latent justice of the thing, order i;i council that warranted the dc- 
and a case was drawn up by himself (Mr., mand of four years service afloat, to qut^ 
Ward), which was laid before the attorney ► lify for a lieutenancy. This prob5>ly 
and solicitor general. Tiic day on ithic'h was an arrangement of the first lord of the 
the lion, barw gave notice of motion, was admiralty, who wAs known to be very for- 
hefore the opyiion was returned from ward to act for himself on subjects of 
those lawyers —and he (Mr. Ward) had which he could know little or nothing, 
taken it upon him only to advise his post- aud who, in the case under discussion, rc- 
poning it; in this he was wrong; for his ferred to lawyers, instead of referring to 
plain course would have been to let the his professional colleagues. Indeed, it was 
motion be made, and th’en slate to the ’understood, that in this case the first lord 
House, that the papers were* still flefoVe took a course directly opposite to the una- 
counsel. It was but two da\^ ago, •that nimops opinion ol'ailliisprofessionalcol- 
tbe opinion of counsel was given in favour l^ague.s. If this were not the fact, he 
of Mr. Montague’s claim; anck at th^t called upon the secretary of the admiralty 
time lon^ Mulgrave look occasion-to say, to deny it. 

that he would have great pleasure in al- ^Mr. CroI:tfr vindicated the conduct of tha 
lowing hin^ to be e:^amiiied, with a prior- adnifially, and denied that there was in 
iiy of date, corresponding to the lime at any.pcrsan b'elonging to Jhat board any 
which his examination should have taken disposition of hostility towards admiral * 
place. Some cases had been mentioned Montague. We (said Mr. Croker) refer- 
ofotheis, to whom np delay had occurred, red h«s case to our counsel, Mr. Jervis; 
From the tenor of the hon. bant/s* Ian- bis^pipion was against the claims of ad'* 
gauge, he was convinced tfiat ther§ was miral Montague. We then called upon 
an idea of imputing the difference to tats tha gallant Mmiral to' furnish us tvith bit 
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own statement of his own case, drawn up 
by liis own band; the gallant admiral did 
so. The last statement giren in was refer¬ 
red by us to the attorney and solicitor 
general; their opinion was in favour of 
the young man's claim. Gentlemen then, 
most see that ii could be a question of no 
ordinary difficulty, when three counsel of 
such great professional authority differed 
upon its merits.^We did not think fit to 
decide upon it ourselves, not being ajl of 
us professional men. Some of ud were, 
to be*8iire, more immediately connected 
with the ifavy as a profeAion than others 
of us were*-we vA^re not all lawyers, and 
therefore we thought it expedient to refeg 
the case to legal opinion. A gallant ad¬ 
miral (Markham) has thrown out a brdhd 
insinuation, as if all the profession}! lords 
of the admiral^ dillered generally from 
the opinions ot the first lord. The gal¬ 
lant admiral had even asked me if 1 could 
deny it ? I do«deny ii; ^1 this I take to 
be a*8ufficiont answer to life questio^/piit 
to me hy the gallant admiral.—Tiie hun. 
gent, than proceeded to contend with great 
warmth that the adhiiralty Vere welt <li5-« 
posed tqyrards admiral Montague, and Well 
inclined to grant liim every favour they 
could; There was not .a person at the 
board that did not feel ^disppse'd towards 
the gallant admiral. • * 

Mr. Whitfjread s^id, that one would 
imagine from the great warmth the hun, 
gent, had displayed, that he differed 
all the time froln those whosupportqiil the 
.present motion. There had been*iin in¬ 
tention of (barging the admiralty, with 
any hostility towards admiral Montague. 
The hon. gent. had. told*thein that they 
were not all lawyers at the board of Ad¬ 
miralty, This certainly was comfortable 
intelligence in these times, when official 
departments were so over-run with law¬ 
yers : the fv’st lord of the treasury a law¬ 
yer, the chancellor of the exchequer a 
lawyer, a secretary of state a lawyer, and 
the secretary of the admiralty a lav^yer. 
There were lawyers enough in all con-, 
science, though to those who were strangers 
to the peculiarity of the hon. gent.’s pro¬ 
nunciation, it might appear, that he harf 
rather singular notions of what wa% artd 
what was not professional, as that hpn. 

had spoke so much of parsons not 
being professional men [a laugh], though, 
be (Mr. W.) believed that those reveiend 
gemlemeti were generally considered *as 
such. Tiie bon. gent, had entered into a 
warm d]tfence« that, was altogether uoae*^ 


cessary, of himself and the board of admi* 
rally, no matter which, for the hon. gent, 
had done the board the honour of identU ■ 
fying them with himself. He spoke as 
• big as the first lord of the admiralty might 
do, but certainly would not; and as if he 
had been himself at least one of the lords, 
it was nothing but " we did this,'^ and 

we ordered that”—our opinions, and 
our orders, our counsel, and what not* 
To be sure, the hon. gent, had some pre- 
' tensions, lie had not been i^le since he 
came into office. He had been the means 
of converting a venerable old gentleman, 
for whom he (Mr. W.) had great respect, 
into a young and enterprising sea-officer, 
and major Cartwright, who was of his Ma¬ 
jesty's army, Mras then, according to the 
lion, gent., a rising lieutenant of the royal 
navy ; nor had the oUkial exenions of 
the hon. geiit. stopped with the living. 
He was resolved to be grateful to those 
who died in their country's service, and 
to promote them if he was to raise the ^ 
dcad«tbr it. 

Mr. Crofeer replied, that he was for a 
Jlong time at a loss to make out what the 
hon. gcn{. meanl by imputing to him lan- 
gu^e that liad never fallen from him; but 
he now found that the object of the hon. 
gent, was to make a joke, and therefore 
he must forgive him, though the joke was 
not, after nil, a very good one. At the 
^>ame time lie must request of that hon. 
gent, the next time he. intended to make 
jokeF, not to ground them upon misrepre- 
^<?ntatioiis of wiiat had been said by him. 
•—After .some further conversation, sir C, 
I'ole Agreed to withdraw his motion for 
the present, on an understanding that the 
required accommodation wojild take place. 

UOUSK OF LORDS. 

Thursday/, March 22. 

[TKOOPS on POREIGN SERVICE.) Thc 
Eafl ?if JJarnley rose, in pursuance 
of thc o()s^rvations he had previously 
made, on thc subject of thc great numbers 
ofjour military forces which had been sent 
abroad of late, on various expeditions. 

It was pretty confidently reported, that 
almost all ihcfregular infantry wjere abou^ 
to be s^nt out of the country; and that 
even a remment of cavalry was sending to 
Spain or Portugal, which might speedily, 
in the event of re-eqibarkation, find it 
necessary* to put the throaty of all the 
horses^ He could not understand on what 
gtbuhds an opposition to tbemotioA h* 
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had to submit could be supported, as the country, he would not support it; 
motions.of a similar nature had not been but he thought it calculated to produce to' 
negatived. It was, in his judgment, highly the country beneficial information, and 
necessary to carry the motion, in order should therefore give it his vote, 
to shew the country what use the ^vern- . On the question being put, the Bouse 
raent had made of an immense military divided, when there appeared, non con- 
establishment, and in what situation they tent * 38, content 28, Mt^orily agahm 
had now, by their improvidence, left the the motion 10. , 

country. His lordship concluded b)'mov- [Exchange of Prisoners of War,} 
ing for accounts of all the regular infantry. Lord Holland stated the strong tmpres- 
cavalry, and artillery, sent out of the sions made on his mind, when he first saw 
country on d^erent expeditions from the •the accusation preferred against our go- 
1st of Nov. last up to the present time. vemment by the government of l^rdnoe. 
The Earl of LiverjHtol was not averse to that we had reftftra to enter into a nego- 
putting the House in possession of all ciation for the exchange of prisoners, 
material information on any important l^is was a charge which, even with the 
subject, except where tfie nature of the decided offiiiion he entertained of the 
‘ case was such as to render it impolitic, viehis and conduct of ministers (and a 
with reference to the interests of the coun- worse opinion of their administration thaif 
try, to do so. Hewelid not fe;! that any hcT had, no man aenter^ained), he could 
very serious danger could result from the not,bring himself to believe founded in 
production of the accounts moved for ; fact. He lamented deeply the raelan- 
but must still think, that on a general view choly circumsiaiVfres that had of late at- 
^of the subject, it would be impolitic to tended tfie pixfgress of the war, which 
give information to the enemy of the ikuni* had assumed featurevs so much worse than 
her and distribution of our forces at home, we had been accustomed to see iii,moderh' 
and in different parts of the world. The ^ times, in the conflicts bf civilized nations, 
expeditions which the noUle carl^so much He*had certaiAly been willing to believe, 
disapproved of, had not been so planned and he had thought without undue pre- 
or conducted as to neglect or impair the judice, that the,departure from civiliaed 
general security of the country, which practices, whicK h&d so strongly marked' 
bad never been left out of consideration recent hostilities, particularly in the eato 
under all the particular circumstances of of prisoners of war, wps more owing to 
different periods. He felt it, on the whole, tlie conduct of ilie enemy than to that of 
his duty to oppose the present motion. our dWn government, as he was tdo well 
Eah contended, ill defence of the aware,of tlie entire indifirei^nce roanifesW 
motion, that it was by no means founded, ed by emperor of France, to subj^ecU . 
on any novel or unprecedented principle;' of this iiaiure. The first notice of this 
and that it was necessary, in order to ob- matter that came before him was in the 
tain a just ^view of that situation of our Moniteur. It might therefore be looked 
affoirs into wlpch the improvideiu c and upon by him merely as the unofficial and 
misconduct of ministers had brought the anonymous observation of the editor of 
country. Was there not suflicieiit ground the Moniteur, whoever that person might 
for suspicion of the fitness of ministers to be. But when, after some lapse of time 
dispose of the forces of the nation, after* his lordship found tba*t it re/nained un* 
the repeated calamities w'e had expericnc- contradicted on tha partofthe government 
ed ? Could if be maintained thht rfic of this country, he could not but give it 
House should not call upon thbse ministers a greater degree* of attention. And still 
who had so misused our best resources jn farther, even though it bore no official 
money ami in lives, and who wA'e under* appearance, yet when he knew the sub* 
stood to he now sending out fresh arma- dued and degraded state of the press, 
ments on plans equally useless and waste- ^hich was among the number of the heavy 
ful—K»ugl^ not the House to demand in- caldhiities which the establishment of an 
formation from such ministers, as to the ab^oluteades|SotisDi had brpught upon that 
actual state of uur army at 'home, in order country, he could not but be convinced 
to see the full extent of our evils, and tfie .that no editor of th^ Moniteur could have 
possible danger to vshiefa a career of errors ventured upon the insertion of such aa 
might subject us? The jnotion might arficlc^contrary to the wishes of the FVeneb, 
appear to ministers dangerous to. them- government, or probably wlth^t its aoi^ 
senrdb. If lie imagined it dangero'usto thority* From this circumstance,-there»r 
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fore, he felt himself bound to consider it ' tended, that by Europe was meant France, 
as a serious accusation. But whatever and thence inferred, that those persons 
doubts he might have indulged in at first were not prisoners of war, and not subject 
were entirely removed by a repetition of to the usual mode of exchange. There 
the charge, not in an unauthorised para- . was a fourth difficulty arising out of jthe 
graph, but in a public olCcial document ca:ie of the electorate of Hanover. At 
signed by the ^French minister of foreign the beginning of the war it was well 
afiairs, and addressed to Baron de RoelJ, Icnown that a considerable number .of 
minister of foreign allairs in Holland. It Hanoverian troops had been compelled to 
was contained in a long and in many parts lay down their arms \ a number which 
a suliiciently disgusting paper, from which the French governinenl made to amount 
liis lordship read the passage to whicii he to no less than 21,000. Of tiiose, a part 
had referred, and which runs thus had since then entered into the service of 
** His Imperial Majesty wished for peace his Britannic Majesty ; but the French 
with England.' He made advances to- government pretended to consider the 
''wards it at Tilsit; they did not suceeetL whole in the light of prisoners of war. 
Those which he adopted in concert with Tliese pretensions*had been hitherto con- 
his ally, the emperor of Russia,/at sidered inadmissible; and it was true 
Erfurt, were equally unsuccessful. The that the French governmctit had said no- 
war will thereforje be [ung, since all the thing in the papers he^had icpTred to, 
‘ attempts that^vere made to obtain it hqve of the terms they had now to propose, 
" failed. The proposal even to send com- but, he must observe, that though they 
'Mnissioncrstq,Morlaix,tb;^featfortheex- said nothing that was defcisivc, they did 
** change of prisoners, although siTggested say distinctly that they were vviding to 
by England, miscarripd, when it wa^ per- send ^commissioners fo Morlaix to meet 
ccived (hat it might lead to an accomino- other commissioners on our part, to enter 
"dation!^* The date of this paper was J jnto an arrangement for negociating an 
Paris, the 2^lhof Jan. I8K0. Thus the exchange of prisoners. But they go far- 
accusatihn was j;nade and published to all ther, anef charge upon England the re- 
Europe by the French gr>vernment, that fusal or the evading of this proposition; 
we had shut our eyes on tjie suflerings of and they ascribe to the English govern- 
ourown countrymen, prisoifers wsr, ment a motive for doing so; namely, 
and refused even to enter upon a negoci- their perceiving that it might lead lo au 
ation for the purpose of establisliing a accommodationWhy, his lordship asked, 
carte].-*-His lordship then took a view of if the facts were correctly stated (for the 
the circumstances that had led to this motives ascribed he could not bringijiim- 
inclnncholy state of wariarc, whicii^ he self to impute even to the present mi- 
considered to arise from the pretentions listers)—why wasthe proposition eluded ? 
set up by the French government ill four He perceived, by the French papers, that 
instances. The first of them was founded this matter occurred three nmnths ago, 
upon an act of its own, which, to say the He thought that constiiute4u very good 
very least he could say of it, was an act reason for enquiry, for he could nut con- 
of^thc most useless violence that could bt; ceive that such a negociation could be 
committed, with a view to the attaining still pending, especially after what had 
of any great^ object in the war, or in the been stated by the French minister in a 
question of exchange of prisoners. He ‘public document*. So much time might 
meant the seizing upon British subjects, be v/anfed in an intricate negociation; but 
who, at the breaking outbf hostilities the to the.pr(>poskl to commence a negociation 
last time, were travellers in France. Tfiese on ^such a subject, or whether or not we 
unfortunate persons the Government of' should sen^l commissioners to treat, could 
this country.had refused to recognize as not require such a length of time.—The 
lawful prisoners of war. f^ere was a*< noble lord commented in animated termson 
second pretension advanced by France the mischiefs, of ihis alhrining departure 
respecting the particular cases of^a num- from the usages of modern limes awning 
ber of seamen.—A third pretension was civilized nations, which tended to excite 
founded on the capitulation of a certain all*the bad passions, and to restore Europe 
number of French soldiers taken iivM. to a state of barhariKm. I^o conf^icion 
Domingo, who, by the terms ofthat*ca|A- could b'e more gloomy or heart breaking, 
tulation, were to be conveyed to Europe, than that of an enterprising young man 
Now the French ij^overnment had con- shut out from all the honourable avoca* 
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tions of life, languishing, not perhaps in 
a dungeon, but in the country of the 
enemy, with no hope before him of any 
chance of obtaining the distinctions and 
advantages which arise from ttie pcr- 
suit of the honourable and glorious pro- 
fessions of the navy and tlie army ! Nor 
was thatall; we were to consider the effects 
produced on the minds of the various 
relations and connections at home of 
those unfortunate sutlerprs, and whose 
feelings wer^ from time to time, cruelly 
sported with ! He could assure their lord¬ 
ships, that scarcely a day bad occurred 
since he first mentioned the subject in that 
house, that he had not received two or 
three letters from the relations of prisojn- 
ers in France, which contained charges 
against our government, as having been, 
since the proposition alluded to, blanieable 
in a greater degree than the hostile go¬ 
vernment for the continuance of the im¬ 
prisonment of their relations. They .stated 
this to be a feeling among their relations 
in detention, made known to then^ by 
communications they contrived to receive 
from France. I’liere were other matters 
of consideration to be fniTnd exclusive of 
these, when \vc rellected on the co[]{fSc- 
quencesthat might ensue from the length 
of banishment bom tiicir own country, in 
the views and feelings ol the individuals. 
He felt it therefore in all respects of great 
impoitance to know from his Majesty's 
ministers what was. the real state of the 
caso^ and whether the accusation of the 
French government against them was or, 
was not well founded. If to tlic mifor-^ 
tunatc failures in our Spanish campaign; 
if to the ruin of Spain, in as noble a cause 
as«could engage a nation—a ruin partly 
owing to the improper view's of our feeble 
and Jarring counsels; if to the calamities 
and disgraces of Walcheren, we were 
now to add the ignominy of refusing to 
iiegociatc a cartel, he "must say, that 
nothing could be more foul,* disgrSceltil, 
and destructive than the coiftluct of ad¬ 
ministration. His lordship concluded by 
moving fii* copies of all commifnicatious 
that had, been made from France, on the 
subject of ntrgociating an Exchange ol 
Prisoneis,^ &c. and of all communications 
to the transport board, since the 1st ol 
Sept ISOM, &c. 

Lord Mulgrave said, that the Frcncli 
M'mitvur might not Jiave lallen in his way 
when subject was lirst quticed ; bu( il 
he had seen it, he should not have thought 
it becoming the dignity of his Majesty's 


government to take any notice of an ano* 
nymous passage in a French news-paper; 
and he did not think it befitting their 
lordships to enter upon discussions on 
• such a foundation. As for the letter of 
the French minister to the Dutch minister, 
it was not ap nificial paper, addressed to 
any'pei'son in or under /his government, 
and did not call for our public and official 
notice. AlVer several observations, shew¬ 
ing that no necessity existed for our mak- 
•ing a'ny declaration in consequence ot 
such assertions, the noble lord proge^ed 
to state his objections to the motiOki, which 
he*conceived might do miSchief, but could 
produce no advantages. The expectation' 
of an exchange, his lordship, stated, was 
not*at an end. The motion might, if car¬ 
ried, bq prejudicial to those very indi^ 
viduals wliose interest it professed to 
serno; it might interfere vfith the object 
desired, and in no point of view could be 
advantageous ta»rfie public interests. 

TAe Marquiif of Lansdowne conteiAicd 
that Ins noble friend^was justified in draw¬ 
ing the conclusion he had donq. Thft 
^harge of having neglected to reply to a 
proposal made* last year, was prefaced in 
a Slate paper issuing from Uie Fredch go¬ 
vernment, and y^niained uncontradicted 
by ministers. ^ Wofild the noble baron de¬ 
clare, that no proposal to the cfiect stated in 
that document, wastemlqred? He bad dwelt 
much upon the necessity of withholding 
inforAiation pending negociatiun, ahd stu¬ 
diously avoided giving a plain answer to a 
plainquestion. With respect to trammel- , 
ting the negocidtion, he was persuaded 
nuihiiig was further from his no6le friend's 
thoughtH, and he \:uuJd not see what em¬ 
barrassment could possibly arise to it from 
acceding to the motion. All that his 
npble friend whhed to obtain, was a know¬ 
ledge of the nature of the communication, 
and of the manner and tithe of ii^ reception. 

The Earl of Liverpool thouglit that the 
speech of his noble Iriend was perfectly 
satisfactory. Inalbthe proposals on the 
•ubject of an exchange of prisoners, that 
had been made from France, since the 
Revolution, there had been manitest iti- 
J^*lstice. The lOnemy always sot out on a 
basi.4 totally inconsistent with the princi¬ 
ple:} rec'^nis^d by ail nations; and it was 
only by tedious and difficult negociation, 
(hat they could be prevailed upon to de¬ 
part fromthem. With respect to the charge 
prffen^pd by the noble marquis, that a 
plain answ^er had been,refused to a plain 
question, his noble friqnd felt it his duty 
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to oppose the papers mored for, because 
they tended to take the negociation out 
of the regular channel. Their lordships 
' Would not fail to perceive the very great 
dlsadrantage, nay the absolute mischief 
that was likely to arise from discussing 
this subject while It was under considera¬ 
tion elsewhere. He would admit that 
^re were various communications on 
this Very subje( t, during the period alluded 
to,-^The noble baron did. not appear to 
understand the nature of the pivpusals' 
whidh.he supposed to have been made. 
If he did*he would knowpthat it was pos¬ 
sible the proposed basis of negociation 
might be so unjust as to render it inadmis¬ 
sible, At the very outset; or tlMc it might 
be so objectioi>:ible in parts us to rentier 
previous explanation necessary. ]llc con¬ 
sidered the motion to- be both very 111 
judged, and idjurious in its consequences, 
if granted. It would have the ellect of 
embarrasfiingr instead of*^'acilitalii}g the 
Uegbeiation. It would cVjminit^ govern¬ 
ment on points of great delicacy, and 
^ould i\«t attain the end proposed. 

Lord Grenviile 6ouM n6t consider the 
explanation given by the noble baron 
or the noble e'-»rl who <poke last, as any 
way satisfactory. It >va8 deficient in 
frankness and candourV ,There was some¬ 
thing behind, something concealed in* it. 
We were now f^r the second time in¬ 
volved in a war, which it seemed was to 
be caiVled on, as far as depended vlti the 
determination "of ministers, in 'horrible 
violation of the usual courtesies that 
dreadful state. What had been the proud 
boast of this country up to this day ? 'Ibat 
it did on all occasions eVery thing' to sus¬ 
pend the cruelty of war; that no opportu¬ 
nity waa neglected to try to bring it back 
tb the semblunce of what it was in former 
tknes. This was the state to which it 
seemed his, Majesty's ministers were averse 
to bring the contest between us and France.' 
In the year I7Q7, a charge appeared in a 
French paper, respecting the improper 
treatment of the prisoners in this country. 
What was the conduct of that great man 
(Mr. Pitt) whose name was so often quoted 
on tbeotherside, onthatocrasion ? Heprd'- 
posed that the charge should be submitted 
to a Committee of the other H'>us«;,not 
that he or any person in this country could 
' entertain a doubt of the falsehood of th^ 
accusation, but for the purpose of satisfy¬ 
ing ail Europe by aReport and Re^lutlon 
of parliament, that it was wholly unfound¬ 
ed; ' That R^lution was adopted by the 


House, and an Address wa^ voted to his 
Majesty, praying him to take the neber- 
sary steps to communicate a positive 
nial of the accusation to alt the printea 
and potentates with whom he Was id 
friendship ami alliance. How did thd go¬ 
vernment now stand ? Here was a soteihif 
charge, made in a paper coming from otte 
of the highest official authorities in France, 
which charge was suffered to spfekd 
throughout Europe, unrefuted atid udeoA- 
tradictetl. Instead of disavowing an im¬ 
putation so unworthy of the national eba* 
racter, and so contrary to its practice in 
other periods, the person most interested 
rose with a levity ill-suited to the occa¬ 
sion, and eluded the chnrge, instead Of 
meeting it fairly. The explanation of the ' 
noble earl was not less equivocal and eva¬ 
sive. They came to their loidships with 
the s^ale and hacknied pretence that any 
information on the subject would be pro¬ 
ductive of disadvantage. 'The noble baron 
and his colleagues might elude the mo- 
tioiirfor the present, but tho information 
sought for tiiust bo disclosed, and if it Was 
of the nature asserted, and that he bad 
reason to ryipecl, ho hoped the vengeance 
of ^parliament would . J *w. A charge 
highly injurious to the humanity of the 
British government had been made, and 
not repelled, as it ought to have been. 
He hoped the motiuri would be agreed to. 

Earl Grey could not conceive why the 
noble lords on the other side shouicl hesi¬ 
tate to give a direct answer to the question 
so often proposed. Did it proceed from a 
consciousness that they could not answer 
it in a way that would acquit them of the 
imputation in the Moniteur^ Instead of 
meeting it fairly, they sheltered them¬ 
selves under the stale, old generalities of 
a pending negociation. And yet i ven on 
this point they could not speak out. What 
prevented the noble lord from stating whe¬ 
ther equitable propositions had been made 
by tilt French government, and v\'hether 
they had b^'en entertained? This surely 
might be done without prejudice to the 
negociation. The noble earl here rc?Q the 
Resolutions of the Committee of ITP*^, 
to justify the interference of* parliament. 
Hitherto he knew it whs always the wi4h 
of government to obtain a reasoiiublo prin¬ 
ciple of adjustment respecting the ex¬ 
change of prisoners, which was always 
resisted by the enemy But it vws pos¬ 
sible 'that this unjust pretension of the 
enemy might either be abandoned from 
ifap^rious reatona, or removed from* mo- 



17**] PAJEtL. BEBATESi MAtKiHSS, ^ThmUu to ^ R, USbtm. {!«%* 


lives of poircy. Ho had» hovrever^ ft pro¬ 
posal to.make* which would put :the sin¬ 
cerity of ministers to the test Let minis¬ 
ters either agree to the appointment of a 
Secret Committee^ as in 1797>.or*conaent 
to lay before their lordships the dates when 
these propositions were.received, and the 
answers returned. If they would consent 
to either of these proposals, Jie would re¬ 
commend to his noble friend to withdraw 
bis motion. 

Lord would not accept the al¬ 

ternative offtred by the noble earl. He 
would never consent to take, the. negotia¬ 
tion out of the constitutibnal channel, and 
put it in the hands of a committee of that 
House. In answer, however, to the ques¬ 
tion so often put by the noble baron &nd 
his friends, he would state, that no proposi¬ 
tions for the nomination of commissioners 
to repair to Morfaix, to negociate an ex¬ 
change of prisoners of war, had been made 
by the French government, or refused by 
his Majesty’s ministers. 

Lord Holland waif not yet satisfiec^with 
the noble baron^s answer. Would he con- 


upon the.snbject, it was rather a delicacy.|o 
themyelves than a delicacy to the cotmti^. 

Lord MtdgraDe resisted the communica*' 
tion of the.dates, which he thought would 
lead to no uaefni purpose. He did not ue 
how any motion could be grounded upon 
the'.dates, even if theyutere bel^ the- 
House; and under the present circum¬ 
stance, .he did not think* it would be right 
to mrant them. 

Lord Holland said, that the dates- might 
be in. themselves. of .groat importance. 
For example, if on the production ef the 
dates, it should appear that an overture 
fjvtm ,the French goveitiment was for a 
joagtime unattendra to, this circumstance 
roi^t be aufficient to ground a motion on, 
euqn although the papers were not pre^ 
viously wanted. • 

•. Lorcf King said^ he would wish to put it 
fairly to the sincerity of ministers, whe¬ 
ther they intended. When the negociation 
was at an end^tb produce, the papers as 
weH as die dates. t 

Ncf answer.was given from the Minis* 
terial side. - . * 


Mnt to lay the dates of the negociation 
before parliament } These, surely, couldT 
not disclose any thing that might, bypos- 
sibility, prejudice the negociation. liiey 
might, indeed, disclose the culpable neg¬ 
lect of one of hisMajesty’s ministers. The 
manner in which the proposition was re¬ 
ceived, convinced him that there was se¬ 
rious ground for the charge in the French 
papers. He had another proposal to make. 
He would agree to withdraw his motion, 
if ministers would consent to an Addre^ 


The Earl said, that the* country 

could never he satisfied if the question 
was evaded. He believe^ that h would 
appear to the gentlemen below the bar— 
(a loud cry of* 0rder, order!) On the 
nqble Igrd repeating the expression. 

Lord Morton moved that the House 
should be cleared. Stringers consequently 
were ordered to withdraw. W» under* 
stand that afterwards the motion for dates 
was^dogatived by a majority of 37 to 29. 


to bis Majesty, praying him to onler to 
be laid befqre the House the copies of any 
cpmmunications from the French govern¬ 
ment relating*to the exchange of prisoners 
of war, since September 1809, together 
with the dates of the answers thereto. 

Lord Mulgrave having declined this prOf 
posal, tlie House divided. For the mo-- 
tion 27 ; against it 39 ; majority 12. .On 
the re-admission of strangers, * * , 

Earl Spctificr was speaking in favour of 
lord Holland's motion for an Address to 
his Majesty, praying forthe dates of those 
papers. * He. contended that communi¬ 
cating Uie date8*could not-be attended 
with any* inconvenience, but that it might 
convey most important, information to that 
House. * 

Thf Earl of Estox also supported the 
motion. He coultTnot see any imeonveni- 
ence in such production; bnd he thought 
if there was a delicacy on the other sule 
VOf.. XVI. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 

Tlmrsiay, March 22. 

[Vote op Thanks to Sir. Robert 

^ViLsoN.1 Mr. Hutckviton began by ob* 

serving, that after the angry and hostile ^ 

discussions which had occupied a great 

portion of the present session* it was with 

much satisfaction that he rose to address 

them on a subject, upon the main point of 

whibh there was. not likely to occur any 

'diiierence of opinion; for he feltconiidqat 

that there would ^xist but one, wi^in and 

.*vrithout their walls, as to the merit ofjbhe 

gaUant officer, and the small corps, whose 

sbrvicea it had fallen to his lot to submit 

to the consideration of thd House. There 

were two questions of which he begged 

geqflemen, on the present occasion, ifpos^ 

sih]e,«to divest their minds :-T-the poe, the . 

perit<Au situation of Spain and Portugal at 

this moment^ the other/ the wiadootvOI 
* * • • • 
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iqipolioy of baling at all (or ><i tho man* 
Qariawbicb wt •bve) uifeerfored la the 
war in than ^dntries. We art not to 
iHt^epralee the importance c£ military ser- 
▼ioea achieved in the Peninsdia. from their 
hating failed in rescuing it from the graap 
of the eaemy^A-thal is, from their not bat¬ 
ing mcceedra in accomplishing that vrhioh 
Ott rational, certainly no military, mind 
^ could have expected from such meana 
' Neither are wa to consider odrselves as 
pledged to approve the principle of'the 
war, because we confer the distinguished 
honour ofcthe approbation of this Housa 
imon the troops eiopbyed in that service. 
There was nothing further from bit inten* 
tioivthan to depreciate, by invidious com¬ 
parison, the merit of any^oflicer# boweysr 
namble or elevated his rank. He had 
long been greatly anajpus to find this 
country disposed at last to make what 
might be considered a lair military exei> 
lion—such as,, ha was to say, he 

could not agree had bsenauemptt;d, e/en 
since the commencenjent of the War in 
1793. V([ith this feeling, be had been de¬ 
sirous to see at the head of Ahe country, a 
government both willing and capable .of 
calling forth an^ directing such energies. 
With whatever jealousy he should feel it 
to be his duty toward!^ any government 
narrowly to examine into tW poHi^ of all 
such Expeditions, their objects, and the 
means employed t6 efllect them, and cer¬ 
tainly naver more disposed to scrutuiixe 
than at the present moment; still enter* 
taining a small esteem and reg^for^the 
‘proihssion of arms; estimating highly the 
seal and value of our troops in both ser¬ 
vices; recollecting that uhey seldom or 
over fail to accomplish their part in 
the most brilliant manner; being also 
ready to make due allowance for the 
embarrassments under which government 
plan and direct such operations—with 
this dtsposliioD, he had come to the 
consideration-of such questions, but with 
the most anxious wish 'to applaud and 
reward. As to the present one/^ be hdped 
it will be decided solely by its own merits.* 
mmSut Robert Wilson having arrived at 
Oporto in September, 1808, ^was enabledV 
by the December following, to raise, arm, 
and^ discipline a corps, called thy itoyhl 
Lttsitanian Legion, with which he took 
the field within the short space of three 
XaoMha; having previously obtainedi- for 
zeal, alacrity, and talent in orgUniakig 
uit corps-, and to bis earneetneM in the 
. gaU^ eauie^ thaimnfi^ce appro¬ 


bation of the ^vemment of Oporto. In 
December, being apprized of the defeats 
which tho difthrent Spanish armies bad 
sustained, and of the alarm which very ge¬ 
nerally pervaded Spain and Portugal, be 
decided upon advancitig towards the fron- 
iter, and having crossed the Daneo, took 
up a position in the province of SalamancO, 
when the enemy shortly arrived with U 
corps, which at last amounted to about 
12,000 men, and which, at all times, wal 
miore tlian double the force of sir R. Wil¬ 
son, whose corps never exceeded 3,000. 
Without entering into a detail of opera¬ 
tions in this quarter, one cannot avoid 
admiring the boldness and judgment with 
which this toward movement was con¬ 
ceived and executed. The ever to be la¬ 
mented sir John Moore had but recently 
sealed by his death hi^ vutory at Co¬ 
runna; nis brave troops had already 
reached the shores of Britain. The few 
scattered English regim^ts which re¬ 
mained in Portugal, had hastily been con¬ 
centrated at Lisbon, expecting houriy to 
be obliged to abandon the country, at the 
distance of nearly 200 miles from sir H. 
Wilson, whose fate they awaited with the 
utmost anxiety, and whose daring conduct 
they could not but view with admiration. 
It was at a moment thus critical and ap¬ 
palling, that he came to the decision of 
afibrding a signal example of undaunted 
firmness to the Portuguese and Spanish 
nations, and at the mo^ imminent risk in¬ 
terposed his small corps to the further pro- 
vess of the enemy in that quarter; when, 
y a most judicious di^osition of his 
troopsv he was enabled enectually to de¬ 
ceive the enemy as to his great intoiority 
of numbers, and by frequept welbtimed, 
continued sallies, as by the most gallant 
defence of posts, he kept him much on the 
alert—foilw his projects-^withheld a part 
of a province abundant in resources, and 
I* kept open the communication between the 
nosth^n and.southern provinces of Spain. 
At the ldt£en«nd of ^ril, gen. Laplisse, 
w^o commanded the French corps in Sa¬ 
lamanca, having mCved upon the Aguida, 
in order to combine a movement with 
Marshal Soult, at that time advancing in 
another direoiion upon Oporto, was driven 
^ sir Robert Wilson from the bridge St. 
llpics, on that river, which he had occu¬ 
pied, as opening his march into Portugal. 
It happened, however^ that this general, 
ahoitly after, abandoned his original plan 
efmovjng on Oporto, and proceeded to 
the eottthwird ^ .join Mhrlhal -Victor. 
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During bis progreM» h« vai punned b« at^rilNKted ,to » mamuufre <^d^ W 
burrajised by tbe legion with soi^e lossj loed WplHng^p, and ^^rtakea br w 
but tbe junction with Victor was Wiwted. K. Wilson «t the head of biseoi^^ji^ 
Sir Robert Wilson^^now received orders to whjLcbina inasterly manner, .tetbrestenii^ 
join lord Wellington, wbicb be djd, bar- the enemy^s flgiw, as apears from" the 
ipg first placed bis corps in a very strong French accounts—(which tho boncor^W 
position at Alcantara. And it is but jus- gentleipaB here cited fcoirfthe Monitew). 
tjce to tbe corps to mention, in passing, The importance to tbe allied army uf this 
.that* commanded by coloo^ Maine, in retrograde xnovement, on the part of ^ 
tbe absence of sir Robert VVilsop, it gal- enemy, needs no commenjt. Immediately 
lantly and. successfully defended itself after, lord Wellington having retired ^opi 
when attacked at Alcantara, by a very. Talawa, jn the hope ofdestroying l^oU^s 
superior foite upder Marshal Victor—corps, in wbicb expectation he w^-^isap- 
this spirited conduct, colonel Maine and pointed by themdyaiwe of the French ar« 
the corps received the thanks of Marshal my ander Jo^^ Bttotulbart^, sir R. Wd* 
Beresford. (Here the honourable gentle- |oa being again separated from the alli^ 
men read the thanks'from the Gazette.) army, and compelled to make a cirooit- 
Haviug joined lord Wellington, ' sir one revzeat through a diflicult country^ 
Robert Wilson was entrusted wiih tbe fell in with (in the passes of Banos) one 
command of the van of Marshal Beres- of tbe French divisions^ where^ though vk* 
ford^s array, ana although that part of tipately defeated, he veiy gallantly dit- 
the allied army had not an opportunity puted the passage of the enemy for seve* 
of coming up vTith the enemy, he received ral hours. Tbe liiest commendation of the 
the thanks of the marshal for the manner coitducf of-h4»corps, and of his own* per- 
in which he had cdhdacted the advance, sonaf exertions iit that action, will be 
Upon the expulsion of Soult, sir E. Wilson found in tbe enemy’s report of ^at afiStiy. 
again reassumed the command of his le- (Here the hon. gent.‘read the account of 
gion, and, with the rank and emolument the battle of *Bauos, as given by the ene^ 
of brigadier-general, composed the ad- my, the dukeof Elchingep.) Tlfls actitiil 
Tance to lord Wellington's army on his it is material |o observe, sir R. Wilson 
march to Talavera. Mere he should might haVe avoided, be had alreatfy* 
merely state, that at one moment of that passed^be road by which the French had 
advance, sir K. Wilson was within three to advance, and bein^apprized ,of his ap- 
leagues of Madrid> having had frequent proach in this quarter, he retraced ^s 
skirmishesovith the enemy, who by their ste|fti, and interposedhimseif to.th|b marqh 
owq dispatches, appear to have been con- of this corps. In this cooduct the House 
siderably alarmed by the mavementsrof wi^’discover the same mind which actu- 
.this corps, (Here the honourable gentle ated sir R. Wilson during the whole *ofhis 
man read several passages from the^Moni- operations in the province oi* Salamanqa. 
tear, to ibc.a'bove eiiect.) From this point We kdew he had not the means of giving 
l^e was recalled, kin consequence of the efiectual resistance to the enepav, but .be 
expected battle of Talav.era, and by forced felt also that he could embarra^ and i^- 
jmarches he was enabled, early ib the ac- ,lard him. That somerestimation niay*be 
tion, to take up a position in the rear of the formed of the importance of the general 
enemy—a position of considerable risk to services of.thv plhcer/he begged leave |to 
Jbimself, aathe whole of the Frenqh force ^tate, that the government of Oporto made 
intervened betwcen.hissmallPofps^ndthe him a very liberal ofier df apensfon^f 
allied army ; but one from wbibn he could 1,000/. a year,'which, with great propri- 
have considerably annoyed them, jtad ety* be declin^, and of this circumst^e 
they retreated in . that direction. Af^r- the late secretary of state is fully apprJand* 
waras, by a movement along tfie. enemy’s By his advance upon Almeida and Rodi;i- 
rightflank^during the mght,|hesuceee4ed 'go, he resQied stores and. pro^rty to.a 
in joining .ford Wellingtois early in tbe considerable amount; andbyhtsadvanc- 
.morningofthe following day* G<vtl«oen ^efl tpp&ation,* contributed to preT,eOt,.,tbe 
are aware that, ky hia.lordship’s d<spatch, sj^edy evacuation pf Portugal. He (Mr* 
it appears that the enemy .aid not tei^re H.) had thus, with as juueb brevity ^ t)ie 
from^he position which he bad occupied natore of the subject would admit*, put 
after the ,battfo of Talavera, till Cowards in possesihpu of the sac^ricov of ibis 

.the ,end pf secpndjdayVter the, action, gallant ofiiqer and his corps* They :haro 

and»fiis retrograde'moTemeht (belt may .=alroady lVPcaiTad.^M^:lloqualified^^^ 
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tW both^ of th^'Spanish iind Portugoese 
governmMiU^^s also of our ministers, both 
in the Peninsula dnd at home; aiid he 
leave to add, as a most flattering 
# 1 ^ 0 'decisive proof of their merits, thsit it 
lite ihllen to their lot to make prisoners of 
Prendh officers, upon whom had been'con¬ 
ferred brevets of the legion of honour, for 
theif conduct against sir R, Wilson and 
I his corps.-^l hope, said Mr. Hutchinson, 
1 shall not be told, that there is no pre¬ 
cedent for what 1 ask. 1 answer tha\ the 
fimes Inquire we should make one. Why 
have yoU thanked for thd victories of Vi- 
miera, Corunna,*'and Talavera ? Nut be¬ 
cause they beat down thC power of Francf, 
or rescued your allies from *1ier grasp. 
|*feither did you send fortbthesesmall cotps 
comparatively to the force with which they 
had ultimate!;^ to. contend, most inade¬ 
quate, with the hope of expectation that 
they could have re3tor|d the batahee of 

f »ower, or driven France vrltbin her proper 
imits. It was for the exkmple'HhatVou 
^ntforth your chosen<few. 8ir R. Vl^ifson 
lilt thisi and admirably well acted up to 
your own principles. 1 Kave not callet^ 
the attention of the House to the services 
of an officer young in campaigning, or in¬ 
experienced in the toils s^nd perils of war; 
for though yet young* a^r Wilson has 
passed seventeen years in almost constant, 
certainly very aqtive and distinguished 
service, which he has ever ardently sought, 
even iff the most distant and unfrillndly 
climes. 1 entertain no prejudice ; ,1 join 
: in ^one of the vulgar calumnies "agtinst 
the great r^ler of the French nation, who 
I consider as the greatest statesman, and 
the ablest general of dheient or modern 
times; and 1 highly esteem the nation at 
whose head he has had the good fortune 
th be placed. I make this declaration, ki 
the hope that the opinion which 1 am 
about to girre may not be ascribed to that 
besotted iiliberahty, unfortunately too pre¬ 
valent. 1 have little doubt, then, that 
should it please providence to continue 
Buonaparte a few years longer, in the posr 
session of that power which he has hither¬ 
to wielded, but to the destruction of his 
enemiesi and which power is every hout 
Increasing in a most alarming degree', 
shall have to poiitend with' him for .our 
yery existence as a nation. 1 am there¬ 
fore convinced that it is our first duty, and 
omxsistent with 6ur best interests, to>.che- 
•rlsli and- encourage, nay, studiously' to 
eeelc out talent and military enthusiasm, 

shall ptamfostthenuelres. 


With this impression deeply eng^avetron 
my' mind, 1 fod it to be my duty, not 
more towards the gallant officer than to 
the empire, to make the statement with 
. which t at present' trouble the House, and 
which, when gentlemen recollect the times 
in which they live, will, I trust, not be 
considered inopportune.-^Mr. Hutchin¬ 
son then concluded with moving «* That 
sir R. Wilson and the troops under his 
command, by their advance into Spain, in 
December 1808, at a momen^of great pe¬ 
ril and alarm; by their resolute perseve¬ 
rance in remaining in presence of a very 
superior force until the ihonth of May fol¬ 
lowing, and subsequently while form^ 
ing a part of the British army in which 
sir R. Wilson seivcd as brigadier general 
under the command of viscount Welling¬ 
ton, having hereby rendered important 
and distinguished services; Resolved, 
that such services have merited and do 
hereby receive the thanks'* of this House, 
and that Mr. Speaker be requested to 
comviunicate this resolution to brigadier 
general sir R. Wilson accordingly.'' 

, The ChanccUor qf the Exchequer expres- 
ed a most anxiods wish that the honoura¬ 
ble^ gentleman would sec the propriety 
of withdrawing his present motion; that 
gentleman had himself confessed in 
the courM of his speech, that the mea¬ 
sure was altogether unprecedented. He 
was afraid that that objection was in itself 
insurmountable. The meriH of sir R. 
Wilson's services could not for a moment 
jbe disputed ; as far as they went they 
'were deserving of every encomium, as 
evincing, in no ordinary degree, zeal, 
skill, enterprise, conduct, vigour, prompt¬ 
ness, valour, perseverance, and, in sheet, 
every military excellence; and would 
the non. gent, put the House under the 
unpleasant and -distressing necessity of 
putting a negative upon a vote of thanks 
to so meritorious *an officer.’ Great as the 
servicA were in themselves, he was ap¬ 
prehensive that their s(;ale was such as to 
debar them ^rom the honour proposed. 
0/ all tbfe successes in Spain, Talavera 
was the only one which was thonght 
worthy of the distinction of the thanks of 
that House, and even with respect to that 
splendid service, there had been a differ¬ 
ence of opinion with respect to the justice 
oV- its claims. He trusted that the hon. 
gent, ^ould be prevailed on to withdraw 
his motion, ott^erwfse he would be reluct¬ 
antly .competed to'give his voiein the 
native. * ' . 
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Mn CSftmm^said, that the general prac- tiu-y character. Be could not aee> bow* 
tice of the House precluded th9 possibility ever^ on wbat^ gmnd the House was 
e# admitting the present motion. It get the better of its general and establisii- 
could be proved from many instances, ed rule in such coses, ix how it could de:« 
^at the splendour of the service Vas noi part from it usual course. The services 
enough, unless it came within a certain alluded to were not of that descripUon for 
description of service. The eminent ser- which the House bad been^accustomed to 
vices of the cavalry preceding the battle vote its thanks. Tb^re was, howeveri 
of Corunna, were not thought worthy of another reason why, he conceived, the 
that distinction, because they could not House could not agree to the motion ; he 
be recognized as having been engaged in was not an officer incur service, but inthat 
the battle itself, llie passing of the of thTe Portuguese government at the time, 
Douro was another very brilliant achieve- and'he was not aware that a Briti^h*par- 
ment, which, however, did not come liament had eva* thought itself entitled to 
within the precise description of service vete thanks to a subject^of this country 
that called for the thanks of parliament, who was employed in the service of a 
and a gallant officer stilf bore the painful foreign stiAe. There could, he confessed, 
but honourable marks of his personal bra- be*.but one opinion as to the services of 
very in that action. He need scarcely sir R. ^ilson, and the zeal displaced bjh 
add that he rnean^,general Paget There him on the occasion rejjerred to. He had 
had been an out-oMoors notion, as if there als^ the additional merit*of forming a 
had been in any quarter a wish to under- corps, which in the particular circum- 
value the services of sir R. Wilson—this stances of Port^gSl, might greatly contri- 
was altogether a mistaken notion; the butd to Aie service of the country. ' He 
words of lord Wellington in his dispatphes, was convinced, however, tliat the gallant 
where he calls that officer *'an able par- officer would be the last persau^ to fekl 
tizan,'' had been complained of; but;, ^ratified by the HousTe departing, where 
the w'ord partizan had not been made use tie*was concerned, from its usual practice, 
of as a term of reproof, it was merely in He trusted the hon. member woulH with- 
a co-operative sense. He trusted the mo- draw his motion^ satisfied, as he must be, 
tion would be withdrawn. that on the merjtsbf sir U. Wilson there 

General 7br/c/o» agreed that the scr- could be butone feelingin the House, 
vices of sir R. Wilson were highly meri- Sir Janies Hall said^ to his mind the 
torious, and had l>een extremely useful to circumstance touched on by the noble 
the country. They had been more instru- lord,*as an additional reason for ribi con- 
mental, he was satisfied, in producing the curring in the present motion, arising 
retreat of the enemy than any other sev; froiQ sir R. Wilson's not being actually , 
vices which had been rendered. There* in the service of this country at the time, 
were reasons, however, that made h diffi- operated the other way. It m^ght be an 
cult to pass a vote of thanks of that House apology for a dt^parture from the usual 
tor services nf,the description now alluded forms of the House. Such a proceeding 
to, and withdrawing the motion, be might have the effect of rousing the spirifei 
thought, would be the faandsomesl mode of men from whom much might be ei<* 
of proceeding, after the declaration which pected. If the hon. mover chose to per* 
had come from all sides, as to the meriii^ severe, he should, at leAst, no^ stand sin* 
of the gallant officer. The term partizan, gle. 

he contended, was not one of disi^spect. Mr. Hutch^on felt gratified at the de« 
It implied a general in mjiifiature, *who, clar|itions made* on all hands, as to the 
from being at the head of all his own ser- ^merits of his gallant friend. As, there^ 
vices, was mostlikely to acquire*a general fore, he could not get the House to go 
knowledge. He agreed with sir-W. £r- with him all the length he wished, hu 
skine that this was the best field in which ^I'as content U> take what he could get, 
to train a^eneral.” He was •satisfied that ainTshould, therefore, agree to withdravt 
sir R. Wilson would not be long in render- hts, motjpn. * . 

ing additional services to the country, [Treasuzer of the Post Office' sh 
and that he would be one of the first to Ireland.] Sir JbAn .A/ewporr brought foi^ 
receiwe the thanks af the House. ward a motion founded on the 9th Report 

Lord'Car/4BrragA wasof optnioE, tfie ser- of^thf commissioners for inquiry ibto 
vices of sir R. Wilson in Spain and.Portu- offices in Ireland, as to the superannuation 
gal, had proved corroborations of hta'mili- of the late treasurer of, the post ^office. Jkt 
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Ireland on hia full salary, after having 
held the o&ce for eight years, during no 
part of which time had he discharged any 
the duties of H. This the report stated 
tp be a violation of the rule laid down by 
the Irish House of Commons, limiting the 
Aervices of ptsrsons superannuated .with 
their full salaries to those who had served 
25 years; and the hon. baronet concluded 
by moving, That the late treasurer of the 
post office in Ireland, had no fair claim to 
such superannuation ; .that the allowing, 
bim^to retire on his full salary, was a de¬ 
parture l^om the salutary rules laid down 
by parliament, tnd a dereliction of the 
principles of economy to which they we^e 
pledged. • 

Mr. JV, Po/e argued that this office, bad 
C)een a sinecure, and was abolished, as 
Was usual in such c^es, with Uie full 
salary, an efficient office being substituted 
in its stead. This therefore >vas not in 
the nature pf a sup^rafinuation. He 
concluded by moving the prevh)us ques¬ 
tion. *' 

' The motion of sir J. Newport was sup- 

S orted By Mr. Whitbread,«ir S. ‘Romilly. 

!r. (iraitan, Mr. P. Moore, Mr. Giles, 
Mr.. Hi. Fitzgerald, Mr. Barham, &e. 
And the previous question by the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer! Mr. R. jOuiidas, 
and the Solicitor General , 

On a division the numbers were.: 

For the previdos question ... 52 
For jthe original motion ....31’ 

• Majority—21 

^bOUSB OF COMMONS. 

Friday, Maxyh 23. 

[Lincoln’s Inn Bemch^bs -^Mr. Far- 
buvARsoN’s Petition.] Mr. Sheridm 
rose to address the House upon a subject 
which be felt to be of essential importance 
to the community. He had deterred it 
until he hai) been enabled to come forward« 
Mdth materials so strong that> ■ - 

Mr. Windham intercopied the right hon. 
gent. There was an order of that Hbuse, ‘ 
which could not be enforced at any time 
with more propriety ^than the present,; 
The motion of the right hon. member 
had, he understood, for its 'objects some 
considerations connected with, persons f 
present, though not m the lower par% ofi 
that House. He probably intended to| 
Oomplimeut them; but as jt - was nqt the' 
costom to drpik the chairman’s ^health ’ 
until he had withdrawn^ be * would; 
TeGP9tn.end that ft ^uoil^ movement i 


should take place among those gentlemen.. 

Mr. was surprized at the total 

opposition of the right hon. member’^ 
conduct, to even his own ideas of order;. 
Nothing could be more disorderly than to. 
enter into an argument, to prove the valup 
of the standing order, at the moment 
when he professed that no argument was 
necessary. 

The speaker was of opinion that there 
should be no interruption of the right bon. 
gent, who commenced the debate, unless 
there was a fair proof of disorder, on a mo* 
tion to be made. 

Mr. Wmd/iom, Sir, I have a motion to 
make. 

Mr. Sheridiin* Sir, 1 have also a motion 
to make, and the right hon. gent.’s motion 
will probably come with more advantage 
after mine has been disposed of. 1 am iu 
possession of the Chair f 1 have interrupted 
no order of the House; it is the interrup¬ 
tion that is disorderly. ' 

The Speaker. 1 apprehend that no inters 
ruptjon can be allowed, except on occasion 
of a breach of order, or to move one of the 
standing orders of the Mouse. On that to 
w'hich the ailuiiion has been made there 
can be bo debate. 

Mr. Windhatu then moved that stranger^s 
should be excluded, and the gallery was 
cleared. ‘ 

We have however been favoured, with 
the following sketch of the debate which 
ensued. 

Mr. Sheridan said, of all the people in 
that House he least expected the enforce- 
tmeut of the standing order, for the exclu* 
sion of the public, from the right hon. 
gent, who had come forward pn this occa¬ 
sion. He expected he would have eagvtw 
ly seized this opportunity to recant the 
false dnctciaes which he had formerly so 
unguardedly uttered, and become a con- 
. vert to the true faith of the ^eedom pf thp 
press. He expected this candid and con¬ 
ciliatory proceeding, particularly as the 
right hdnl gent, had been so very zealous 
in the correotton of his speeches, so vei'y 
anxious ai.to the stress of (lis emphasis, and 
tHe modulation of bis voice, and so stu¬ 
diously inquisitive as to the happiest atti¬ 
tudes for gwing bis Sentiments a uanto- 
mimic effect. He was led, indeed, > still 
more strongly into this expectation, which 
had been so fatally disappointed, from the 
information that he ,bad made amioablp 
advaifoea to Mr. Cob'bett, and entered in¬ 
to a fair treaty of conciliation. These 
huUsite imorely threw >pat for tbc cott- 
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•deration of the i^ght hon. gent. Mr. 
Sheridan then ptofessed his intention of 
n'ot troubling the House et any length^ 
vtrhich indeed could hardly be necessaryi 
after the observations he had made res¬ 
pecting the sutyect of his present motion 
on a former night. He could assure his 
right hon. friend, (Mr. Windham,) that he 
should not indulge himself, in any decla¬ 
matory invectives against the honourable 
benchers of Lincoln's Inn, or any glowing 

ra ric^ Olathe gentlemen who had just 
gallery. The case that he wished 
to bring before the House was one which 
seemed to him well to deserve the inter¬ 
position of parliament; yet he should 
have been better pleased to have obtained 
' his object, as he expected to have done, 
by the voluntary act of the honourable 
benchers, of whos^,bye-law he complain¬ 
ed. He understood that the law was 
made unadvisedly, on a sudden applica¬ 
tion to them after dinner, when but a 
few benchers were present, and he be¬ 
lieved that even those who made it tvere 
well disposed to repeal it, on further con¬ 
sideration of the subject. He knew that 
out of term they could nof, in the^regular 
course of their proceedings, meet'for t,\ie 
purpose, but the matter in his opinion was 
weighty and urgent enough to call for an 
extraordinary meeting. At all events, 
he could not reconcile himself to any fur¬ 
ther delay in submitting it to the con¬ 
sideration of the House. The bye-law, 
which had been placarded by the order of 
the benchers in the common hall of the so-. 
ciety, where the court of chancery sits, pro¬ 
scribed a w'hole class of men, and h^ed a 
stigma upon them, by declaring (hem to 
be sinworthy oC being admitted into an 
honourable profession. It was declared, 
that 110 man who had ever written in a 
newspaper for hire, should be allowed to 
perform his pfreparatory exercises, in order 
to his admission to the bar! If such a rule 
had formerly prevailed, it would ha^e ex¬ 
cluded from the bar many mdn who bad 
been ornaments to their profession, and | 
distinguished members of that Hohse. He ' 
had a long list of such characters in his 
band, but would not read it, lest it should 
seem indeUcate or*invidious; since the 
benchers orLincoln^s Inn, it seems, thought 
the cause disreputable, though in his oWi\, 
eyes it was the reverse. He might, how¬ 
ever, wkhout atiy danger of exciting^any 
contemptuous feelings In thg mind ^ his 
eight hon. friend, (Mr. Windham) men¬ 
tion a* man whom be nthet more tharf 


idolized. Dr. Johnson, as one who bad 
written for periodical publications 
hire, and had even written parliamenta^ 
debates, though without coming into the 
.gallery to hear them. Here Mr. Sheridan 
related a well-known ane^rdote of Dr. 
Johnson, which bad occurred at'the lhe« 
rary club. Two speeches of the late lord 
Chatham, or, to avoid the turn of a certain 
waggery that had been used, he would say, 
the great lord Chatham, had been com¬ 
pared* to the orations of Cicero and De« 
mosthenes; but the question was, evliich 
of them resemblbd the Greek, add which' 
the Roman orator; and this was referred 
toj Dr. Johnson. The answer was, I do 
not know; %ut this I well remember, that 
I wfote them both. He might also, with^ 
out ofFepce, mention anower departed 
character, lately high iathe^esteem of the 
House, and of his right bon. friend in par¬ 
ticular, the late Pr. Laurence, who also 
would hajo within the'present p^ro- 
scripfiqn, if it Had formerly existed. ^He 
did not loiow whether the authors of thiq 
bye law confined their dislike to daily 
.n,ewspapers. Did it extend to weekly 
ones also > If so, why not to monthly ma¬ 
gazines and quarterly reviews i If itreach* 
ed so far as Annual Agisters, their princi¬ 
ple would 'stigmatize even Mr. Burke, 
who bad written for a periodical publica¬ 
tion of that kind, and been remunerated 
for his trouble. Of about 23 gentjemen 
who vvere now emploved in reporting par¬ 
liamentary debates for thC newspapers, 
no less than 18 were men regularly adu¬ 
ncated at the Universities of (htmrd or 
Cambridge, Edinburgh or Dublin, most of 
them graduates at those universities, and 
several of them had gained prizes and. 
other distinctions there, by their literarj^ 
aminments. He again repeated, that he 
could mention a long list of public and 
rofessional characters of great respecta- 
ility, to whom this illiberal proscription 
would strictly apply, but that he abstained 
from *t for the reasons already assigned. 
Ajfler several other forcible remarks, M[r. 
Sheridan concluded by moving, That toe 
Petition of Mr. Farquharson should be re¬ 
ferred to the standing committee of courts 
of judicature. 

'Ihe AuamA Gtneral opposed the mo¬ 
tion, not on the merits of the case, from 
the consideration of which he professedly 
abstained, but because there was a legal 
remedy" by application to ihe: twelve 
judges; to prove which he read a case 
front DougfaS^d'Ruporb, «Hid, therefore^ 
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tbe mterpQftitidn of i^rliaraent would, in 
bi^ud^ent, be premature and improper. 

Mr. rose to use the short mo¬ 

nosyllable " No!” to every assertion made 
;^ttt him, except as to the correction of 
bos speeches. Above all, be never had 
. descended to dhy advance, or the slightest 
conciliation with Mr. Cobbett. He would 
now leave the sutiject to those who came 
. for the purpose of discussing it—[The 
Tight bon. gent, shortly auer left the 
House.] " * 

Mr.^ Siephen said, that his connexion 
With the society of Lincoln's Inn, of 
which he had Mad the honour of being 
a member for 35 years, might alone ha^e 
led him to take a part in the debate; but 
a particular consideration, known to^ma- 
gentlemen around him, and of which 
be should probabjy pu( the House in pos¬ 
session betore^he sat down, called on him 
more strongly to express his sentiments 
on this occasion. He Hoped nothing that 
might fall from him would, be*cons^rued 
into any disrespect tpwards the bdiichers i 
6f Lincs>]n's Inn; he felt for them col¬ 
lectively, and as far as Uieir characters ^ 
were known to him, individually .tod, 
tbe Aost uqfeigned respect. Among 
them he could reckon some of his earliest 
and most intimate professional friends; 
and he believed that men 6f mqre liber¬ 
ality of sentiment could not easily be 
found. But be must nevertheless freely 
avow Mis concurrence in the views«ofthe 
right hon. geict. who made this motion, 
and declare, that he thought the regula¬ 
tion in question highly illiberal and un¬ 
just. He doubted not it must have pro¬ 
ceeded from some hacty feelings, and 
would on due consideration be revoked. 
To fix a stigma upon a whole class of men, 
by shutting against them indiscriminatqly 
the door of a liberal and honourable pro¬ 
fession, open to all the rest of their fellow 
subjects, was, in his judgment, quite 
unjustifiable; unless there were something 
in the common description which belong¬ 
ed to them, that implied of necessity an 
universal unfitness for that profession; 6r 
unless their exclusioa by any other and 
'fairer criterion could nojt be attainerl. 
Now it could not be alledged, in the case 
of admission to the bar by the law sbei- 
eties, that there was no power of ascer¬ 
taining the qualifications of students ap¬ 
plying to be called, and inquiring if it 
were thpught fit, into their past^charac- 
ter and'conduct. Already the Standing 
regulations required tljat every gentleman. 


before be could perform his exercises, 
or, if he. remembered right, before-.he 
even entered into commons, must pro¬ 
duce 'SL certificate from a practising barris* 
ter of tbe society, that be was qualified in 
oint of character for the profession of the 
ar; an^ |wior to his being actually cal¬ 
led, be must have a like testimonial from 
one of the benchers themselves. If these 
precausions were not sufficient, further 
and stricter ones might be framed, so.as 
to scrutinize effectually into the moral 
and intellectual character bf every indi¬ 
vidual candidate for admission, without 
branding the class of fellow subjects, (o 
which he had belonged. There was not 
in this case, therefore, such an apology, 
as' necessity or strong reasons oi' public 
convenience might aimrd, for a general 
rule of exclusion. Wa^ it then the prin¬ 
ciple of this regulatioit that persons who 
had any time written for'a periodical press 
and not written gratuitously, were, as 
such, universally unworthy of admission 
into an honourable profession ? a reproach' 
in which Johnson and Hawkesworth, 
Steele and Addison, would have been in¬ 
cluded, was surely more likely to reflect 
disgracd on its authors than its objects. 
H6 was at a loss for the distinct views on 
which such a prejudice against persons 
writing for newspapers could.be founded. 
Was it supposed that persons of that des¬ 
cription were always destitute of educa¬ 
tion and liberal sentiments, or were, 
in point of origin anil connections in life, 
if those were material circumstances, unfit 
for the society of gentlemen ? Without 
admitting that writing for tlie periodical 
press, though a man's original occupation, 
and however long persevered in, would 
constitute any disparagement, cases might 
be pm, in which, from accidental circum¬ 
stances, a gentleman, originally destined 
to the profession of the law, might have 
been driven to engage in such an employ- 
mentias a resource for his immediate sub¬ 
sistence, and continued in it, perhaps, but 
for a brief period, without much interrup¬ 
tion of bis professional studies, and yet by 
this harsh rule, his return to his professional 
path would be for ever cut off, 1 will, 
for instancy (said Mr.«Stepben) suppose a 
young man by family and education a 
gentleman, and from bis earliest years de-. 
'signed for the legal profession, to be a 
member of Lincolaslnn, regularly prose- 
cutjng bis studies as a lawyer, ancTto have 
arrived at within a year and a half of the 
proper standing to entitle him to be called 


to 
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to the har^ wheo, by the death of his pa- .have (te 8 c;cibed» oo sachan <^cj^ipn. 3 ul 
^ tenta* and preriopa family misfortunes,-he J may be thought, perhaps, to have atiued 
£nds himself totally deprived of all present an imaginary and highly improbable,em. 
jneaiis of support. The resource which he No, Sir, it U not so. liie c:d 8 e 'that I 
might have found in the aid of itear rela- have described, is not imaginary; itVedly 
iidns, is pre-occupied by fellow orphans; did exist; all but the rejeclifm, which 
who from their sex and tender years, are did not take place, becau|e no such rule as • 
more helpless, than himself, or perhaps he that in question had then been made. In 
iinds his heart too delicate or too proud other respects the case is real, ^bty 
for dependency. He has confidence years acu, it was the case of the indivi- 
enough in himself to think that when the dual who has now the honour to address* 
time comes that he can put on the gown, yop. (Repeatedcries ofhear, hear.) When 
he shall find in it an ample resource. Buf the cheers of the House had subsided, Mr. 
what expedient can he possibly explore Stephen proceeded to say, 1 feeU pot~ 
in the mean time for bis subsistence i In at all abashed at this ay>wal- *lt is an in* 
this emergency, a literary friend, a man of bident of my life, which 1 am much more 
character and honour, connected with one ^disposed |o be proud of, or let me rather 
.of the periodical prints, proposes to our say, to be grateful foi', to a kind disposing 
young law student that he should under- pVovidence, than to blush for. 1 shoyla 
.take, as a temporary expedient, toconduct, indeed blush to be supposed to be ashamed 
for a liberal remtneration, one of the de- of it. 1 do Dot*beIieve, |hat any gentle* 
.partnients of his newspaper in which there man in this House, or in my profession, 
happens to ba a vacancy. He proposes, will think meardy of me on this account; 
for instance, that of reporting the debates bi^t shqpid tlfbre be such a man, 1 hope 1 
• of this House; can St be doubted. Sir, that shalj never /tear of it, for I should be 
if the rule now in question had ifbt ex- tempted to hold him in more contenipt, 
isted, such an oiler would be joyfully ac- than it is allowable for us fruih beings to 
cepted? Let us suppose, it, then, to be 8*.>| feel for any ^ our fellow mortals. Mr. Ste* 

' During one session, our young student ' plien went on to state, that his ^own case 
reports the debates of this House# and was by no means too favourable a speci- 
. performs what he tinds an arduous duty, men of tjie cla«;s^of persons who were hU 
with satisfaction to his own heart, re- contemporarioo in the same employment, 
cording honestly and impartially the’de- ?Ie cotild recollect about eight or nine of 
liberations of parliament, for the infor- hem, and of these he did not know one, 
malion of his country. At the end of a ivhpse subsequent conduct in life reflected 
single year, he finds himself enabled by any discredit on his former occupation, 
the'death of a relation, and its conse- He .believed only one of them still conti* 
quences, to resign this cinploynient, aud iued*co«nected with any periodica^ press, 
resume his professional path, and he Is and that was a gentleman tq whose ciia*, 
grateful to Heaven for an intermediate racter his testimony was not wanted, as 
occupation, which had not only rescTued ho was well known and esieimed by 
.ITim from dependence and w'ant, but im- many members of that l]oii>e; and reck* 
proved his qualifications for future sue- oned among his friends one of the first 
cess at the bar. But when he petitions ■ characters of tlie country. He meant the 
the bench of this society to be called, editor and proprietor of The Morning 
how sad would be h\s disappointment. Chronicle. Of the rest, five or six had 
how cruel would be bis humiliation and been called to the bar;^ and be never 
distress, to find that this inexorable*rule heard that nny.of them had been supposed 
.of the society has given 9 *dealh blow to aUail to discredithis profession. One had 
his new-born hopes! How would* his. been since very eminent in the courts of 
mind be stung when told that the expe- our sister island; another had made a for* 
dient which he had regarded With self- J tune in the colonies, and had since held a 
complacency his honest refuge from* siiuaiion of^ honour and confidence under 
dependency ^Q<f distress, h&d covered him .the. crown j a third bad retired from the 
•with indelible disgrace, and for ever Eiiglith bar on the acquisition of a private 
barred agatin^t him the door of an bongur- furLunc, before his very eminent talents, 

, able profession ? Sir, (said Mr. Stephen) natural and acquired, had time to be 
1 cad conceive beHer than 1 can, express kifown in his.profession. He was now, 
what would be the angutib,* and what alast! no more; but this he Would say of 
the^indlgnaitthie^gs of aucha man as I him, that no man he ever knew in hU very 
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varied walks in life possessed a nicer 
sense of honour and integrity. The last 
he should notice of them, and whom he 
might without impropriety mention, was 
long a member of that House, and the 
very intimate friend of the right, hon. 
gent, who madd- this motion ; he meant 
the late Mr. Richardson. He must add, 
with gratitude, that to his kindness, under 
providence, he was indebted for that sea¬ 
sonable resource in misfortune, to which 
he had lately adverted. Mr. Stephen 
added; that, with a single exception or 
tivo at ttte most, he did not-know who the 
gentlemen were that now conducted the 
department of the newspapers, in wbicl| 
he and the friends he had alluded to were' 
once employed. He could not speak, 
thSirefore, from any private partiality to 
them, and was confident that suclf mem- 
bers as took the trouble to observe how his 
speeches had in general been reported, 
would not think he watf ^uch in their 
favour; but it was the profession-.'or em¬ 
ployment it^lf, not the individuaN*'who 
now or at any other time filled it, that he 
thought it his duty -to defe^nd against an 
unjust proscription ; and it c^mld be hard¬ 
ly thought that there was any thing essen¬ 
tially degrading'in the employment itself 
after the which he had mentioned, 
in addition to those which had been aj- 
ludcd to by the right hon. mover of this 
qnesitoii. For his part, indeed, he could 
not see t^’hat thei e was more disparaging 
to a gentleman, ^r a man in a liberal pro¬ 
fession, in reporting the proceedings* and 
debates of the legislature, than in'Yeporftng 
the judgments ofacourtof law. Mr. Stephen 
then proceedt'd to argue §gainst the regu¬ 
lation in question on grounds of public and 
constitutional policy. To fix a stigma on 
any claiis of men, and degrade them be¬ 
low their fellow subjects, by exclusion 
from a comuioii privilege, was the surest 
way to make them disaffected to the 
sia^e. Such,' at ]ea'«t, must -be the case, 
when the ground of exclusion was an im- 
peuchnit^nc of their m*oral or honomry 
character. But if such oppression was to* 
be introduced in this land of freedom and 
equality, at least we should take care noU 
ti» stflect, as the victims of it, & set of open 
wiiu had so much political power in their 
hands as the conduction of the pefiodieal 
press. The military profession was every 
where held honourable, and to degrade it < 
would be felt by every body to be ip 
last degreie imprudent and dangerous; > 
butltafrould bebold.tusfty, that the mi- > 
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liiary had not more the fate of the country 
in their hands under despotic govern¬ 
ments, than the conductors of newspapers 
had in this kingdom. Against their unit¬ 
ed and systematic hostilities, the constitu¬ 
tion could not long stand. To sanction 
an innovation therefore, that would tend 
to raise an esprit du corps among them 
universally against our public establish¬ 
ments, would be to aggravate greatly the 
dangers of the country. As a friend to 
,the liberty of the press, he deprecated 
such a precedent; for the *\)res3 would 
soon become dangerous and obnoxious, 
[if it was to fall into the hands of degraded 
and disaflected characters. It was in this 
view chiefly, thaf he thought the inter¬ 
ference of parlirment justifiable, if the 
perseverance of the beiwhers should make 
it necessary, notwithstandiiig the argu¬ 
ments of the Attorney-general. It was 
not a private or particular case, to be re¬ 
dressed by appeal to the judges, but a 
case of general and public mischief^ fit for 
the presiding wisdom of parliament, as 
the guardian of the public weal, to notice 
and correct. He regarded such stigmas 
bn a particular -class or cast of men, in 
any socieiy, as cruel and mischievous in 
another view. If they did not find men 
worthy of contempt, they would soon 
make them so. Degrade any portion of 
society, and you will infallibly reduce its 
moral character, till it seems cfeserving of 
the ignominy to which r* has been un¬ 
justly subjected. He hacf ii>/ed long in a 
p^rt.of the world which furnished a strik¬ 
ing proof of this remark; and there was 
nothing more odious in a contemptuous 
oppres.sioii, than its corrupting eflect on 
the minds of its unfortunate victims. If 
this were so when the badge of degrada¬ 
tion was the colour of the skin, or some 
other subject of public contempt w'hich 
the individuals derived from nature or 
.some other unavoidable source, how much 
mo^e when entering into the degraded 
cast, was fn|ttter, not of necessity, but 
choice. Men would not choose an em- 
ployme.it ^proscribed as dishonourable, 
unless their moral character were already 
corrupted. Were we prepared then, at 
once to maintain the li^rty of the press, 
and to say that its conductors should^ere- 
afier be men so low in moral and honorary 
sentiments, as -to choose an ignominious 
employment. Mr.'Stephen further said, 
that to-select the popuiar, open profession 
of the bar, asotbe only subjfct of thU 
degrading dtsfrtBcbisemwt'of a portiiia 
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the commons of England, was peculiarly 
improper and strange. That profession 
was in a pre-eminent manner the patri¬ 
mony of the people at large; and to it 
indeed they owed, more than to.tbeir par¬ 
liaments, that general equality of rightc,* 
and exemption from all aristocraticil op¬ 
pression, which it was their distinguishing 
happiness to possess. The courts of law, 
by their liberality, had abolished that dis¬ 
tinction of casts, whichr in the times of 
villan.ige, degraded a great majority of 
our ancestryrs, and excluded them from' 
liberal professions. It was a blessing 
which the people of England owed to 
their lawyers, and it was singular that a 
departure from the principle of constitu¬ 
tional equality, should in these days begin 
in tlie same profession. He could not 
help sii«pecting, in this regulation, a latent 
principle of arisli>cratii‘al pride and con¬ 
tempt for poveiiy as such ; for why other¬ 
wise should thg reslriction apply only 
to those win) wrote for emolument? if 
, the act of writing, for the newspapers 
WHS immoral or dishonourable, lt« did 
not see how the doing it gratuitously 
could redeem the act from reproach* 
Certainly it w'as presumable tjiat those 
who exercised such an cniployrnenU for 
gain, were not in affluent circumstuiiccs ; 
but if poverty or humility of origin were 
to become reproachful in the inns of 
court, many a proud scutcheon which 
now ornamented their wall^, must be taken 
down. In other professions, as the church, 
or army, hereditary claims or fortune 
might facilitate preferment; but. at* (lie 
bar, a profession which was a much inord 
frequent road to rank and forturie, no 
such extrinsic advantages were of any 
avail. On iJie contrary, it was pro¬ 
verbial, that a necessity arising from 
poverty in the early part of life was 
almost the only source of splendid success 
at the bar. It was the most amiable and 
valuable fruit of our happy consutution, 
that every path of honourably ^ambifion 
was open to talents and iniju^try, withour 
distinction of ranks; but in the law, «s* 
ccially, the strongest exam;tles of the 
appy olfects of this equality were to be 
found. On the whole, therefore, if wc 
were to b^gin to ierm proscribed and de¬ 
graded casts in this country, he I bought 
wc should at least, not begin the innova¬ 
tion in the profession of the law, and 
againft those who were in posscsjiion of 
the great organs of public information, 
the Goaductors of the periodical* press. 


1 d iO.—ilfr, ArfftAdnoA*s Pef^tton* 

Mr. Stephen concluded by saying, that 
he should vote for the practical Course 
proposed by the right honourable mover# 
merely because it hail been proposed by 
him, and was the only remedy at present 
suggested. Had Mr. Sheri.l.m moved for 
leave to bring in a bill ,declaritig sucbr 
disfl'anchLsements of any class of British 
subjects, by the inn» of court, uncon¬ 
stitutional and void, lie would also have 
supported that measure, or any other ' 
(hat might be more proper to be taken for 
the saVne ju'«t and necessary end. 

Sir John Amtruther, as a benclier of 
Lincoln's Inn, greatly jjcgrettdd that (he 
regulation in question liad ever bten 
'idoptt'd, and professed his entire concur¬ 
rence in all the sentiments which the last 
speaker bad so eloquently express^ • 
ihe character of the honourable and 
learned genilemiAi was as, convincing an 
argument us any that lie had used.-. No 
man who cousiJ^ied what the profession 
aiK^ th^ Hoiffe would haVe lost, i/that 
gentleman "liacl been excluded from the 
bar, by a rule of-* this kind, could hesi¬ 
tate to pronounce it both unjust*, and un- 
.wise, and oneVhatought not to he suflered 
to>xist. In Vaci, tlie regulation bad been 
suddenly adopted by a very small board 
of benchyrs, affey dinner, on a sugges¬ 
tion from SDine barristers in the ball. 
Though it might surprize the House, the 
barrister whose name,was at the head of 
those who signed the proposition was no 
other than Mr. Cliflbrd; and the bencher 
in tin; chair, about four bnly being pre¬ 
sent, WHS the late lord Chancellor Et^inei 
Sir J. Anstruther added, tii^t knowing 
the opinions of several of hi.s follow bench¬ 
ers on the snl^cct, he had no ilouht that 
when the return of term gave a proper 
opportunity for the purpose, the regula¬ 
tion would be withdrawn, and he hoped 
therefore the right hon. gent, would not 
press his proposition, which* he deemed 
an improper, and unnecessary interfer¬ 
ence with the ^benchers in the guvern- 
rneyt of the society ; especially as an 
.appeal might bring the particular case to 
the revision of the twelve judges. 

, The Solicitor Gerutal thought himself 
bound in candour to confess, that he was 
cuie of the few benchers who on the sug¬ 
gestion** of eight barristiirs, had hastily 
adopted this regulation, which he would 
not undertake to defend. He paid very 
hi^ compliinants to Mr. Stephen, both 
on th^ score of his talents and personal 
character # and said# that like Longinui 



59] PAUL l>Elli!frE8, Mauch 2 S, 

he had illustrated, by his own example, 
ins own tenets on this subject. His own 
character was the best proof that such a 
rule ought nut at least to be indiscrimi¬ 
nate. He strongly maintained, in oppo- 
sitkon to Mr. Sheridan, that the twelve 
judges had a jurisdiction, not merely to 
redress the individuals aggrieved by the 
rule ill question, but to reverse the rule 
itself; and, then^fure, the interference of 
* parliament would, at least, be premature. 
The petitioner came per sattum to. the 
Housr, before he had pursued the regular 
course to obtain legal repress. The So¬ 
licitor Genera), thowever professed his 
confident expectation, that the bencH- 
ers of Lincoln’s Inn, now thatjhe meriti 
of the question had been discussed, apd 
wipre better understood, would see cahse 
at least to revise and alter the regtilation, 
if not wholly to.revbke it* 

Mr. in strong terms condemned 

the regulation as illiberal, impolitic, and 
unjusjt, and th/)ught that th^ cred't of 4 the 
honournble society demanded its repeal. 
Hv also pndVssed the highest respect for 
the chard>.ter of Mr. Stephen, and the 
manly manner in whigh lie k^d conducted < 
bim^elf on this occasion. To say more 
would only be th repeat the arguments of 
that gcniJeinan, in all ot 'which he hear¬ 
tily concurred. But he trusted that the 
right hnti. gent., on seeing that his object 
W'as likely to be attained in a more satis¬ 
factory ,way» would withdraw h s inofjoh. 
Should the event be different from what 
such respectable benchers of the s^ociety 
as had expressed their opinions.Vxpedied, 
he pledgedf himself to support a future 
application to parliamcnt^to the best of his 
power. 

Mr. Sheridan, in a brief and neat re¬ 
ply, declared he could not hesitate under 
such expectations as were held out td 
him, to withdraw Ips motion. His object 
was always'*to attain his end when he 
could, without,disputing needlessly on the 
means. He could not however regret 
having brought forward the question, as 
he doubted whether otherwise the matter* 
would have been brought sufficiently to 
the attention of the benchers to innuce;,| 
them to revoke their rule; and especial¬ 
ly since his motion had been the means 
of gratifying the House with the very 
manly and eloquent speech of the hon. 
nad learned gent, whose case furnished so 
decisive an argument in his support.—Tjhe 
knotion was accordingly withdrawn.* 
[EstiIiates o> Btsry Officebs.]— 
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Ijord P<i/jwerrt<wi moved the ordeF of the 
day, for the further consideration of the 
report of the bupply, which being read, 
he moved. That the same be re-commit* 
ted. • 

Sir T. 7Vr/mt objected to the Speaker 
leaving the chair, as he could not conceive 
that any suggestions in a committee could 
ever assimilate the enormous Staff to the 
army of this country. He also objected 
to voting more money, till they saw how 
the vote of the last year was expended. 
'^He then commented on the istate of the 
Staff' and Army: and said he would nut 
allow that there had been any economyi 
but only an abatement of the existing pro¬ 
fusion. 

■ Lord Valmenion said, the difference of 
saving would be )3,171/. this year, aris¬ 
ing from the discontinuance of five lieut. 
generals, and one majoitgeiiecai. As this 
reduction, however, would not take place 
till 25ih March, the saving would not be 
more than he had stilted, till next year, 
when it w'ould amount to t7,00()/. He 
concluded by moving, That the sum of 
1-57,724/. I4 j. 4(/. should be granted for 
vhc Staff of Great Britain. 

Sir fr. •JfarrcHder was of opinion that a 
very salutary reduction might be made ill 
our cavalry, which were not efficient from 
the want of horses, and wliich yet required 
an establishment of 171 officers. 

Mr. Calcrt^ expressed his utter disap* 
pointment at finding the reduction propos¬ 
ed so trifling. He did not however, so 
much condemn ministers; who, he be- 
i(eved, would have done more, had it been 
in their power. 

Lord Palmerston explained. The diffe¬ 
rence between the estimates was what he 
had staled ; namely, the 'difference be¬ 
tween 470,890/. 9s. 9d. and 457,724/. 
Wa, \d\ and the savings next year would 
consequently be 17,000/. 

Mr. Wardle was grieved that the late 
ministers had not taken the opportunity 
of doing honour to themselves, and jus¬ 
tice to the couHtry, by doing away theW 
enormeus expenccs. When the country 
saw so li^le done by one party, or pro¬ 
posed by the other, they would get out of 
conceit with the House^ 

treneral Tdrlcton spoke againsi the dirnU 
nution of the cavalry, which required 
more officers than at present commanded 
it. 

Mr^Peter Mo&te said, it was not his in** 
tention, when -be entered the House, to 
h^ve.said one word on the anfajects under 
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diarussion, nor at all to have interfered 
in the detail of the estimatea before the 
Committee; but some things had passed 
in the course of the evening which made 
it absolutely necessary for him t(^exone¬ 
rate his mind from the impression which 
they had left, by stating it to the Com- 
mittee.^An hon. baronet (Sir T. Turton) 
had brought forward two very serious and 
grave allegations before the House,against 
his Majesty's ministers,'to which they had 
not condescended to oiler one single word 
in answer; appearing like servants who 
had been warned of their dismission from 
place totally regardless of what became 
of the House and property of which they 
were in trust.—The hoij^ baronet had al- 
. leged, and founded his allegations on the* 
documents and confessions before the 
House, that the army, which was stated 
in the printed returns before the House, 
existed only on paper; that there was no 
such army as tiiy reports stated ; and that 
the country was cal];ed on fur supplies, 

: enormous as they to pay for an 

army which did not exist. Theses said 
the hon. member, were grave and serious 
charges, which,' in other times, would* 
have created universal afarni; at which 
the representatives of the people w^Id 
have manifested their indignation^ but to 
which in these times, ministers did not 
deign to oiler a single syllable in answer ; 
leaving charges wholly uncontradicted, 
(as he must conclude from their silence,) 
because they were 'founded in truth and 
fact.* If so, he feared whatever he could 
say on the subject would meet with* no 
better attention—An hon. tnumber near* 
him (Mr. Wardle) had taken great pains to 
enter into the detail of the estimates be- 
fo(% the House, and thereby rendered it 
unnecessary for other memoers tp do so 
likewise; but, from w*ant of proper and 
full documents, oven his industry appear¬ 
ed only to justify what hp, (Mr. Moore,) J 
had uniformly observed on all simi^^r dis¬ 
cussions, that the result would, not even 
indemnify the public for tbe'value 6f the 
paper which was consumed in them.—He 
nevertheless gave the hon. me%nber fall 
credit for his exertions; and the more so, 
as he himself gav^up the pursuit as hope¬ 
less and unavailing. But, there was one 
point of the hon. member’s speech, which, 
Mr. Moore said, he must specially advent 
to. The hon. member had said, speaking 
of the& loose, undigested, and extravagant 
estimates, that he did not att^bute the 
practice exclusive to the present .adntinv- 


trattofl, as the cstitoates bad fegnla^ly^' 
gone on in the same tjaia under ali 
ministrations. Ndw, he meant to arreeV 
the attention of the Committee and of • 
the hon. member, to a point wherein 
this doctrine could nut apply to the late 
administration. He said,,it wasno^pari- 
of his duty to defend the late adminis¬ 
tration : but it was a peint of great na¬ 
tional importance, and he must beg leave 
to crave the attention of the House and of 
the < 2 ountry to it. The late admiiiistra* 
tion, hi said, had oflen been reproached in 
tliat House for suddenly raising the Tax 
on Property from to jO per*cent, and 
a temporary triumph had as often been 
Obtained at their expence, with a view to 
render them unpopular.—But with the 
fact of raising the tax, let the House hav/! 
also the principle on which that tax was 
so raised, and the^pledges jind conditions 
which accompany it to the public rpind, 
not merely in spe^ches'in that House, but 
by jn ac^nf tHP Legislature; which passed 
both Hotises; and had the royal assent.— 
It was even then found necessary to tjie 
safe condition of the State, that fhe blood 
^nd treasure*of the country should bo 
nufsed and husbanded, in order tp brthg 
the pecuniary expenditure to an equality 
with tlie ipcome(4pr the purpose of sus¬ 
taining a proj:racted war, if unavoidable, 
without* imposing further burthens on the 
people. The principle indeed was laid 
down by the administration preceding, 

I mean (most highly indeed to hislionour) 
the administration rf lord*Sidmouth, who 
in ^ril lg04 assured this House, thj^t he* 
could not consider the immense military 
expenditure necesssary in the present 
year, by the px'lensive preparations fur 
our defence, amounting to £• 4,.5(X>,000, 
as likely to continue to an equal amour\^ s 
hut tliat even supposing these extraor¬ 
dinary expences to be succeeded by 
others to an equal amount, tho addition of 
one million annually to tlip War Xrxcs, 
according to the; plan of the present year, 
would in the course of about three years, 
f the war should continue so long, raise 
.he amount of the public income to such 
yn extent, as to iSave a sum to be pro<* 
ided for bvMoan not greater than would 
be furnished by the Sinking Fund, from 
which period it was evident that the na¬ 
tion might persevere in the prosecution of 
he war, with a diminishing instead of an 
i^i%s^ing debt.* When the late adminit* 
ration came into office, they; also saw 
the necessity ef dgldly sup^tang the 
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principles here laid down ; and with'that 
Yiew, on the most accurate calcula¬ 
tion, and with tiie most liberal and 
faithful meaning towards the people and 
the country, resolved to follow them up 
by ari^id system of economy, and espe¬ 
cially in the discontinuance of foreign 
military expeditions; with the neglect of 
which, tlicy wer« subsequently and re¬ 
peatedly charged in terms of criminality, 
tor supineness and inactivity. When they 
raised the income tax, they pledged 
themselves to the House, and to the 
country, that with this sum, and the loans 
so to be i^ised, t|iey woulll bring the an¬ 
nua! expenditure within the annual in¬ 
come ; and that as they were contideitt 
of their success, within the givefi period of 
tjiree years, they would not call for a'ny 
additional burthen IVoni the peop^tc, and 
bound the House and thi legislature by an 
act,^against alf further possible contribu¬ 
tion for three years.—" This. Sir, was 
their system, (said Mr. MAore),^nd had 
tiiey''continued in aclminlsti*ation, 
sure, from the scrutiny whicfi 1 have since 
made iptu the state of the national 
finances, that they would Ifave succeeded, 
even b^vond their o\vu carculaiions. and 
that at this time the public expenditure 
would have been con&*derablv rt^luced 
within the then scale ptiblic in¬ 

come ; the people would have beta spar¬ 
ed all the subscqyient burthens, and the 
state had been pericetiy secured against 
all prolfubie defalcation. But, S'r, this ad¬ 
ministration were turned out urulqr the 
.misi reant cry of " No Poperyfc;*’'and so 
far IVom being in a situation to realize 
this promi'tcd redemption, they bad not 
even the expenditure of any part of the 
augmentetl tax. The whole of the sup¬ 
plies provided by tliein. unhappily for the 
cduntry, fell at the disposal of the present 
administration; and it will be in the re¬ 
collection of. tile House, that so wild were 
they for furelgn Expeditions and enrreased 
expenditure, that one of their rir>t mea¬ 
sures after the new parliament was assem¬ 
bled, was to remove and explain away 
the enactments of the Appropriation Act, 
in order to lot In that^system of profu¬ 
sion and foreign Expedition, which ha^ 
proved so calamitous and fatal to the vei;y 
safety of the coqiTlry ; which h.ir. heapeci 
dishonour and disgrace upon the nation; 
and in Heu of rt^emption from all our, 
then arrested financial ilifl^culties, haYlefl 
us with an annual expenditure no)w ex¬ 
ceeding our annual^ income by no less a 


I BlO,^E$timat€9 of St(if OJJietrB (44 

sum than 21 millions sterling, as oec.ared 
by an hon. gent opposite (Mr.Husktsson); 
from documents and vouchers taken out 
of their own private escrutoires.—This, 
Sir, is the point of contrast which I mean 
to draw between the system laid down 
by the late administration, and the 
conduct pursued by the present; of 
the relief and security we should 
now have possessed under the one, 
and the accumulation of diiliculties and 
burthens in which the country is left in¬ 
volved, under the other.—(continued 
the hou. member), I have been anxious to 
cummimicate this impression on my mind 
to the Hou.sc and to the country ; not as 
applicable to the details which the Com- 
.mittce have been discussing ; it leaves 
them all far beii'nd, calling for more 
elli'Ctual measures and rapid movements. 

1 throw it out here, (said Mr. Moore,) 
that every member when he leaves this 
House may seriously aridjmxiously reflect 
on this situation of tlie country, in his 
Iiours of quiet aiid'siient retirement; 1. 
throx: it our, said he, for the serious re¬ 
flections of tliuse who love and wish to 
,^ave the country.'* Seeing an hon. gent, 
on the Qoor, (Mr. Eauke.s), Mr. Moor* 
saitj, he had on a former occasion con¬ 
jured him to come forward with an whole 
system of future expenditure, founded on 
principles of economy, national dignity, 
and national safet}'. He had already de¬ 
clared that he considered the Finance 
Committee as a committee of national 
safety, and must still call it so, so long as 
P'dtional safety, as now undeniably ad- 
*miited, depended on the reform of the 
finances; and he again and again conjured 
the hon. gent, and his colleagues, with all 
watchful vigilance and jealousy to digest 
and bring forward an whole system of re¬ 
trenchment and reform, and thus to acquit 
themselves of their duty as faithful and 
honest representatives of the people, to¬ 
tally regardless' how the mini.sters, who 
art: only trustees of the public, might ven¬ 
ture to dispose of it in the face of the coun¬ 
try. Mr. Moore said, he should with this 
vijfw, recommend it to them to revise all 
the establishments and scales of.expendi- 
ture of the country, and consider how far 
they apply ‘ the principle laid down by 
Butler's reception of a lawyer's bill, 

" from which, if you cut one third from 
tfie top (says this happy humourist) and 
cut one third from the«bottom, you'will be 
certain of leaving as much as he w ho¬ 
nestly. entitleo to charge," Mr. Moore 
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sal the situatiuri of the country required 
the instant adoption of masculine measures 
of this description. The country was to 
be saved and must be saved; and it was 
acknowledged on aJI sides, that thA salva¬ 
tion depended on reforming the finances^ 
be knew of nothing to intervene to prevent 
it. That long hackneyed bugbear, called 
invasion, was now declared to be mo¬ 
rally impossible:” the truth and fact is, 
said Mr. Moore, that this was always a 
bugbear ; there never was the least foun- | 
dation for an^ apprehension of the kind^ 
and it only formed part of a system of de¬ 
lusion, of imposition, and fraud upon the 
public mind, from the year 1793, under 
which ministers had c:ftacted from tlie\ 
country, and expended upwards of l,Obo 
millions of money. 

Mr. Tierney moved an amendment. 

That a sum no greater than 44-9,038/. Us. 
lOd. be granted for the service of the 
military staif.” 

Mr. Wardle suppork'd tho amendment- 

Tlie Cftaiicclhr oj the Erchequer^wtks 
surprised that gentlemen should think the , 
estimate extravagant, when such a mode, 
had been adopted by those who were for¬ 
merly in power, and to whom the*gentle¬ 
men had been supporters. 

Mr. Whitbread said, the right hon. gent 
had begun bis speech as he commenced 
his political career, by recurring to the 
conduct of those who preceded him ; and 
by a trifling recrimination. He con¬ 
sidered the system of those estimates 
vicious, and would therefore vote for the 
amendment 

After some observations the House 
divided on the amendment, when there ap- 
pesgred Ayes Oj, Noes ^9—Majority 38. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Monday, March 20. 

[Lord Erskine.] Sir,>k/o/in Amiruther 
begged to correct a misconception^ which* 
from what he had said on a former evening 
respecting the obnoxious bye-law of the 
Lincoln’s Inn benchers, had gong abroad. 

It would appear from his former statement, 
that lord *£rskine had given his assent to 
that resolution, whereas the f^ct was, that 
that noble* lord was only present on the 
5th of February, when it was first pro¬ 
posed for consideration, but was not pre^ 
sent w^en it was subsequently decided 
upon. • 

Mr.. Shetid^ stated, that he Iiad it in 
siitliority frdm the nbble lord to say^ that 
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he had never given hi'sconcurrenee lio thia 
order* and even, if under any impressioa; 
at the time he had given such consent^, 
from what had since come to his kaow-H 
ledge* he was most anxious to have it 
withdrawn. 

[Expedition to THEScihsLDT.j Lord 
Poi'chester rose in pursujmce of his notice 
to submit certain Resolutions to the House 
founded upon the evidence taken at its 
bar, during the laborious but important 
• inve^igation, which had occupied so 
much of their attention since tn| 'Com¬ 
mencement of rile present sesrion. He- 
was fully aware, that in Endeavouring, to 
1^ before the House a clear and .com* 
prebensive> analysis of that evidence the 
task^ be had undertaken was diOicult, and 
was afraid he should weary the attentio& 
of* the House by, thc^ details, vyhich it 
would be absolutely ueccssstry for him to 
go into, In order to the complete devel^pe- 
ment of the a.^es{ion which they would 
liavcUo decide upon, and to lay an irre¬ 
fragable ground fqr the motion with 
which he was to conclude. Difficult 
however, as ho felt the task he had un¬ 
dertaken, he also felt that it was as pai!>r 
fui as it was arduous.-^Painful to ^review 
a campaign, in^he conduct of which 
there was so mu^h tb wonder at, to lament* 
and to q>ndeihn—a campaign which had 
equally astonished Europe by the* mag¬ 
nitude of its preparation, as by the extent 
of itu failure. Notwithstanding such 
failure, and such a calamitous issue, he 
had |ttU hoped that in proceeding to ana* . 
lyse the evidence, he would have Ifeeii 
able to extract from this mass of national 
misfortune, something that might by its 
eventual consctpicnces amidst the present 
cheerless gloom, aflbrd even partial f 
g];ounds for national consolation. He hatl 
hoped to find that such dreadful failures. 
were, at least in part, attributaj^Ie to those 
uncontrollable causes which are incident 
to all the operations of war/ and are in¬ 
separable from enterprises dependent for 
their Wcccss, upon the state and condi- 
tfqn of the elements. But what had th^ 
disastrous issue of this Expedition proved ? 
U^had proved to be thp result of predicted - 
and anticipated causes. It had verified 
erCry prediction, and realized every fear 
exp^essetf by all those best competent to 
decide upon its policy and practicability# 
but ^ose opinions upon this occasion^, 
most fatally for fhe honour and .^tei^stg 
of the ebuntry, his l^ajesty's ministera r 
not deem it expedient*to follow. 
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Before be should trace this ill-judged 
end disgraceful Expedition from its mon¬ 
strous oirth to its' most horrible catas¬ 
trophe, he felt it necessary to advert to 
another abortive enterprise, which was 
previously in> the contemplation of his 
Majesty's goi^rnment, but with which, 
from the reasons he was about to state, 
they were wholly unable to proceed. 
They would find from the evidence of 
the commander in chief, sir 1). Dundns, 
that so early as the the 22d of Mar.ch last,, 
ft colnignunication was made to him, direct¬ 
ing him <0 attend a cabinet council on 
the 24th. Hav^ng so attended, he was 
(here informed, that the enemy had»a 
force of nine or ten sail ofthelMeat Flush¬ 
ing, and he was required to say, whether 
k number.of troops, competent fora suc¬ 
cessful attack a^ain^ these shipping, 
could be ihed furnished. Here, then, was 
ftn^opportunity far carrying into effect 
that objcctagalflsttheg^owHq9 naval force 
of France, wliich his Maje^ty^ Gtf/ern- 
ment professed to haye had so long con- 
tbmplation. Had it succeeded at that pe¬ 
riod, what a proud theme fur triumph; t 
what a consoling source for nationaLe^- 
ultation ? Dut„why did it not succceed, 
or why was it not atn^mpted 'f It could 
not succeed, it could'no,t be attempted; 
because, as the commander ,in chief 
himself told them, it was absolutely im¬ 
possible, from the whole regular army of 
this cduntry, to furnish even 15,000 men. 
And on what-grouads did he give that 
opinion ? Upon the well-knoi^n sh'i^tered 
ata^e, in which, a great portion of our dis-. 
posable force returned from Spain after 
the battle of Corunna The men, for the 
most part, unfit for duty; with arms and 
equipments in the most defective state, 
treneral Calvert corroborated that sta{e- 
ment, and fully coincided in the impos- 
aibility of,providing so small a force as 
15,000men at (hat period. 

Here he ^i\ust intreat the House to re- 
cal to its ‘recollection Yhe barefaced as¬ 
sertions, the confident assurances so fre- 
jquently repeated by his Majesty's inipls- 
ters during tho last session of parliament. 
'Let them compare.the laipentable truths 
which the commander in chief bE|d com¬ 
municated, and which would qever Have 
been disclosei) but for this inquiryfwith 
the statements that were re-echoed from 
4he opposite side of the Houee and (he fe- 
^turns lybich were officially laid upon their 
table during the last session. Why, he 
would ask, hftd sji&iefoents and returns so 
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oontradictory to truth thus been made ? 
Was it not to di.«guise the nature aud ex¬ 
tent of the nation's afflictions, to gloss 
over the misconduct of ministers, and by 
keeping from view the just description of 
such lamentable occurrences to confirm 
(hat House in a fatal and ruinous delu¬ 
sion?—[Hear! hear!] What answer 
could ministers make to this charge ? 
Here they had the undeniable information 
before them t.hat although in the month 
of January last, 23,000 men re«embai1<ed 
at Corunna, still in the moinh of March, 
it was impossible out of the W’hole regular 
army to furnish 15,000 men for the pur¬ 
pose of effecting a most desirable object. 

He should now proceed to take a view of 
the first overt net in this Expedition, la 
order to form any thing like a correct judg- 
mentuponthe subject, it would be neces¬ 
sary to trace it througlTevery part of its his¬ 
tory and progress; to expose the gross igno¬ 
rance and improvidene? of its authors 
throughout every p?rt of the detail, before 
any^ opinion 8houlcl«be formed upon their 
aggregate imbecility and incompetence. 
The first overt act then in the history of 
this most disastrous Expedition was the 
Letter .V>f Lord Castlereagh to the com- 
mUnder in chief, dated May 29th. That 
Letter conveyed to the commander in 
chief the following statement: The 

naval establishment which the enemy has 
created in the Scheldt, has already led to 
the construction of not less than twenty 
ships of the line in difterent stages of equip¬ 
ment, and promises to receive at ho dis¬ 
tant period an extension in point of num¬ 
ber of ships, and a solidity in point of de¬ 
fence, which must render it, as a maritime 
position, notonly extremely formidable to 
the security of Great Lritain, but*still 
more'invulnerable to attack. The intel¬ 
ligence received from the northern parts 
of France, from Flanders, and from Hol¬ 
land, ahhough'Hot such as will enable me 
V> furnish yoU with any precise statement 
of ^heenemy's force on that line, repre¬ 
sents them ds drained as low, if not lower, 
than at^ny former period, of the regular 
troops; and 1 apprehend it may be gene- . 
rally assumed that w'e can never expect 
to find the,enemy more exposed or more 
assailable in that quarter." *ln this they 
had the first overt act of the noble lord, 
w'ho, though obviously ignorant of the 
real strength or actual situation of the 
force ojf the enem^ in that quarter, still 
advised, planned and carried into execu¬ 
tion* «n Expedition, in the disastrous con- 



«)] UM. : ^ 

irMcfi IKtiMifs ^Ifti^iiu fiMeftd «f *«tiob 

of thd naffotf were m^st wstAtoniy ^cH- finite etatemems as ti|e nobb; lor^^n/lil^ 
fltied. Wtlfintf however as he'Waa to itllativ Contained posuiva. ^fiAcd 
every credit to mmUteriif^hre credit was ooght to have beai|ttomttMimcate^^ 
|u4i1y doe to them, he was free to l^knOW- above all, the safety ^ so large, and, 

haps, the last army of this, country oug^t 
not to have beerrnsqued npiftisuchdesnltqry 
ar«ranienui. But, remiyng to the opinions 
of the five military officers, it was evident 
from their tenor, that in potting into prar- 


fedge fhe propriety of their conduct, s6 
far as that propriety was discernible in 
their application for advice and intelH- 
^nCc to the best smuces of authority; 
but here tlieir title to credit terminated. 


For when gentlOiben read tlic opihions of tiOe their plan of attack upon the naval 
those officers to \Vhom ministers applied resotiaces of the enemy at Antwerp fais 
for infurmdii^h, and contrasted the course Majesty's ministero had in their c^ifcop- 
determihed upon with those opinions, it templation two plans. One (o proce^ 
was absolutely impossible even to conjee- by way of Ostend, andi>he other,.tout i» 
tore, much more to asreitain their motives ^ic one attempted, by naval and mUitaiy 
at all for making the appheation. ThisatV operations* in the Scheldt. Extravagant 
' tempt upon fhe shipping and arsenals* of a8*|Was the one which, in their wisuerm^ 
Antwerp, ministers told them was a plan they had adopted, ten tinriM more so wA* 
long considered and fully matured, and that wlfich they l^ad abanddn^. EptUnr 
yCt, strange to in this letter to the commander in chief stated* in his doswef. 
Commander in chief, they found him that if the attack was Va be made at sdl, it 
cMled upon not*to state his opinion as to should bea^lgnlfmed navahand land opC'* 
tlic best means of c^^ef^ing into effect this ration, ado pe> proposed, tb<it the relative 
” long considered anif determined pjjj ject, strength of our for^ce, and th^ presum^tl 
bdt his sentiments ” upon the practica- amount of the enemy, should pa deter* 
bility of such an attempt, the means re- mined as a question*of calculation, ami 
qutred, and the mode of •carrying it into* 'not of surmiset « » 

execution." The noble lord (CaAlereauh) The commander in chiff wrotd asIm* 
admitted in this letter too his inability to lows; HorseG^rds, June 3, 'Quf 
tfibrd a precise statement of the enemyN object to be att^tfed is a most imporp^i 
foice upon that line of operation, but he and desjt^bl^ one, but the force we iutvd 
assured the Commander in chief, that that to eihploy'inust be cokisidered, and t|id 
part of the enemy's territories was never diffictilties and risks thdy have to enconpieir 
more exposed, nor more assailable, and fron>the enemy’s strengih and advaplggc^ 
that toi* country had never at its command must be well vi eighed. Every calcuiaUnn 
a greater disposable force, lTpon^thG»r«- or ^6spect of successful attack cai^ 
ceipt of this communication, with a mos^ be forese^ on a knowledge of the rekitive 
laudable attention to the interests of the situations and strength of tfte epep>y'a 
country, and to the pr^t^ction of that country, fortresses, and armed, ifien that 
arpiy at the lieaiT of which his Majesty can be brought in defence of both- If the 
was pleased tcTplace him, the commander route of the army is therefore to be (aken^ 
in chief felt it to be his duly to -consult in'the first case, though Flandera, 
with other officers of high and dislin- country is known to be one of the most 
guishrd character, and qualified from ta- intricate in Europe tor military operatioda* 
Jents, experience and nrany other paiti--j With our state of preparation and papH 
cular circumstances to afford him most bers, an attempt by this roulq of marking 
able assistance, in returning thc’tollftstin- throuA Flandets .to arrive vit Antwerp^e 
formation to his Maje^ty^ governmept. wotfld be most singular, aqd perh^pv 
His own and thejr opinions he^delivered Vithout example. la whatever way ' 
to the noble lord, in official documents . warp is to be approached or takeUr t 
dated the third of June. (iServiee m onf of veiy- great rii|ik» 

Before he should proceed $0 ah analysis whkrlt the safe leturn of the ann^ 
of these opinions, he wished to advert to efnployyd may be very psecariouv wOiti . 
the last sentence m Lord Ca&tlereagh’.a the opposition made etto thvt Jangw^ef 
letter, whu h he must contend, did not sfT* time consumed in toe pperttliopj ^ 
ford toe infouuation that was necessary, Tenakka the enemy in a auoTt 
and ought to be afforded in or^Jerto en- semble a grcil* torke from evqry part oj 
able ihe gallant officers wM bad been con- the Netherluod* and ]^llpad/and < 
suited to forma definite and conokisive from WeiipbaliiLdiad ino 

E * * 
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tlM Rhiriet.aswill asirom the frontier of 
Jriince/' ; 

Here WM the opinion of an old, ian able 
and'estpemnced n^ary man, which one 
niigh,| suppose womn have arrested even 
tj^e rapid progress of the noble lord's 
^astlereagn) enthusiastic: mind—an opi- 
liien, that ought to have created in him 
a distrust of his ^frantic project, and let 
in such light upon him, that lie must have 
almost anticipated that issue wtiich in the 
destruction of our army and the disgrace 
of o^r character, has lar exceeded even 
the forlorn and disastrpus expedition, 
which> un^er the same auspices, had but 
jpst preceded it. 

Tlie next opinion delivered ^as, that oT 
general Calvert—an opinion deserving of 
^e most ^erious attention because he had 
what his M'«j%ity*8 ministers had not, .a 
Knowledge of^thep locM. That officer 
ata^d the utter impossibility of laying 
don^ any thing ^cisis^ in the shape of 
detailed rcpsdhing, withouf^!^'; in pos¬ 
session of that knowledge, Srhichcinost 
people imagine an indispensable preli¬ 
minary, J^ut which,, important as it must 
appear to all others, was his MajdSty'sc 
iMii 8 tei 2 !i, through the whole arrangement 
of this project,* consid^ed highly super¬ 
fluous, namely a laiow|lkige of .local cir- 
cums^nces and to what extent those cir* 
cpmstances would admit of a nSral do- 
operation. After fdescribinff the mean^ 
possesjied by the enemy in drawing jrom 
yerfoUs quarters reinforcements, he con¬ 
cluded with an**opinion, that, one should 
^ave^aiipposed, would have opeiate^d With 
ministei's against the adoption because it 
must have proved to them the inexpediency 
of this project. Before fie^ead that con¬ 
clusion he must say, that he was not aware 
ofjhe extent of their want of that descrip- 
don of information, without which hiS 
Majesty's government should not have 
't4>ntured to risque 'the safety of a gallant 
army. For ,what said general Calvert 
upon that poiftt. He told them that having 
no data to go on in resliect of the enemy's 
force# no argument could be entered, 
i ito upon that point. Would the noble 
lord or any one of. his former coUeagueaJ 
eay, that they should'have cemmitted,the^ 
honours and interests of this country# the 
blood of its defenders, and the producuof 
its industry, upon an eitterprize^ the soc- 
neis of which must have depended upon .j 
a state of things, of which Jthey tbemst^ves 
stood; so confessediy iiptorant rl Yet 
' upon the piasqinptions that the case 
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i^elfsiffiirded, they were told by genteral- 
Calvert tliat the service would be arduous, 
and that the troops employed upon it must 
be exposed' to^nsiderable risk. 

He next came to an opinion which was 
!'almost impossible to beUeve to have been 
received by ministers, or if it had been 
received, that it was ever read by them, 
for most assuredly had any attention been 
paid to its most impressive and unanswer- 
al^Jie inferences, they never would in con- 
trsmiction to its purport have conveyed a 
British army to almost certain destruction. 
Need he say, that he alluded to the mi-, 
litary opinion of colonel Gordon ? (Hear, 
hear!) That officer stated the previous 
poBsideration necessary in weighing the 
‘practicability of this project, to be ** the 
extent of our means compared with the 
means of th^ enemy, and the obstacles 
we should have opposed to usand In 
continuation observed, that there does 
not appear to be any datpm that can lead 
to any probable gue£i|[^ at the extent of the 
force which the eiVeioy may have at 
Antwerp and the strong towns adjacent, 
or even at the extent of the armed popula¬ 
tion or militia qf the neighbouring dis« 
tricts ; bi’t it is imagined from various con¬ 
curring festiinonies, that the whole regu¬ 
lar force has been drawn of!' towards 
Germany, and that the country in the vi¬ 
cinity of Antwerp has been left more des¬ 
titute of troops than at any former period. 
This appears to be the utmost extent of 
our information, and upon the accuracy of 
which must depend the success or failure 
of ^ilrproject.'' Upon his receiving this 
Vipinion It was really astonishing to think 
that tlie noble lord did not pause before he 
ventured to send^an ai-^^iy, such as this 
was, out of the country, to certain de¬ 
struction. The whole of that officer's 
opinion went most conclusively, in his 
mind, to deter any man or set of men, but 
his Majesty's late minister of war, and 
those who acted with him, from encoun- 
terfng thp .ha'kardoQS and horrible enter- 

From what had transpired during the 
inquiry, itVas apparent that his M^csty's 
ministers intended resting a patt^of their 
defence upon iiiformatiqn alledged to have 
been receiyccf subsequent to the delivery 
of these military -opinions. But in an¬ 
swer to such an extenuation, he would 
challenge his Majesty's government to 
state ope single proofs of such subsequent 
informatiihi. ^as there any thing'in the 
documents submitted to the secret Conu». 



inittee which coaid aiithoriie that'^'Bo^ Vlitlo it^ woaU be punned by that^iiidch' 
to belierr that the army in the Vanity ot oppoied ft at Antwerp/' 

Antwerp were, in any considerable force, U]^ the eoiyoh^operatiom in th# 
drawn off into Cemany ? ih this tminieni Scheldt general BnMpPigg proceeded te' 
dated so for back as the ^tb may it , state bat opinion, 
was also to be recollectedi that colonel " If I am justified in the foregoing rea* 
Gordon considered that the first operation eening^ it appeam that th% loss of the 
necessary would be to get possession of whole force is risleed by such an u^dprv 
Cadsand and South Bevelanu. And yet taking; but if the destruction of the ene^ 
it was not until the Expedition had in my’s arsenals at Antwatp, and bn fleet 
part actually sailed, that it bad ever oer- in the Scheldt, is ^eoh^ctin view, I 
<curred to bis Majesty’s ministers to con- .ain hUnbly of opinion, that (his can only 
Bidei of the ifocessity of taking possession be ejected by our fleet being able 
of these places or of hinting at it in the up the Scbeldtp 10,000 tioops noDOard# 
insti actions given to the ofhceis entrusted** tO/land occasionally, to {Assess and 
with the execution of this project. But it batteries placed to obstruct the nangaflon*^ 
was impossible to put the nature of the^ Snould thisdie deemed Hnpracticatm> thf 
• Expedition in a strongei light, than *as poa^ssion of the island of Walcdiereii 
stated m the emphatic words of colonel seems the mbit likely step to le ad to thS 
Gordon, when be summed up with hiscon- aocompfishment ^ what i<1lo mubb de* 
duding interenCe> "That this attempt sir^. By possewidg the*anchorage of* 
would be a most desperate enterprise can- Flushing, the enemy^Aleet in the SclsAdt 
not be doubted; %nd that in the attempt, would Be Jg^erfia uselesSj^and exposoA 
whether successful ^0 otherwise, a very to such idoqewof attack as might f^ns 
"large propoition oiburnavy, nnd^ih- that pbint be devised for its destruction.'^^ 
taiy means, nould be put to imminent As to the accomplishment of ultf* 
haxaid.’' nor gnd main^ object*of the Ex^ditioa 

The next opinion taken by the com-* ^noral Browangg thus expressed hJof^ 
mander in chiefwas that of generA Brown- self: . * 

ngg, who agreed whh all the other nflh- "Shoulditbet^pughtri^t fipm thenco 
tary authorities, that the line of operations to attempt* the dksflk action of the arsenhta^ 
through Flanders was not to be thought of at . Antprerp,* a* force passing ovifl* 
and for the following reasons: South Bereland would take possebioff or 

" But if the euemy is enabled to as- Sandvliet and the maih land, ah4 Ironl' 
semble a force sufficient materially to ob- thenoe, the distance to Antwerch fadngL 
struct the progress of the march at par- about six leagues, might succeed in taking 
ticular points, and that the peoploof ehp it by coup-dls-mapi; or being masteu 
country are hostile, which may also be* of tne WiEitern Scheldt, the ^ce of*th|s'^* 
expected, it is hardly probable that the enieipriie might proceed by aek tg Sand^ 
Army can reach Antwen^ in less than vliethave, &«." * 

fifteen days afle?*its fending. That it Of all the plans proposed,#fhis Was^by^ 
may penetrate that distance, under the far the most extravagant and impfaotic^ 
presumption of the absence of the Fiench b|e« Flushing having been'tdkeft^ 
armies in Germany, cannot be doubted; eral BroWniigg realty thought that^Oiii 
but so much time would be afforded to force passing over to South ^ BoVelaOc^ 
the enemy to assemble tsoops from Hoi- .would take possession of Sant^het on this 
land, and the foitified plapes immedi* mam land, and the distancei.from thmo^ 
ately in the vicinity of Antwerp/ thpt it to Antwerp being opiy six lemes, j 

being able to eflect its olgect is by no succeed m taking the latter ylace b^^ 
means certain; should it not dtym, a re- ^ 

treat by the route which it took in its ad- llie House w(n|ld perceive, Uiat 
vance sebms neatly impossible, as an though ibis opinion .was not as a(wiri|W 
army must be expected to formed in as the preceding ones to the psinmin^ 
Its rear, oPihe Mihtia and Gensd'Afmet prAfeoi, sdllit^vasfof { 

of the country, and from the garnsohs of ra^g. *Thenextppinion*iamw4|^kt, 
at least twenty fortified towns of Wesif of general Hope^ He bcgdhwithmmy 
Flanders, none of which are at a greater several assumptions, um 
distance than sevefl days ina^ch*from upenthe imprsctidfbiKw of eflhrangahy. 
Ghent, which would b^^takeo, and of the otphebt of u^e bew 

woald.probably be the point ofassehfoljW anaUempttopmml^Antwer^throtf^^ 
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Platiders,* ^ pirQ,ceeded to consider the 
chances of success in the other mode of 
proceeding. He supposed Wateheren 
and the other Islands betweii the East and 
the WestScheldtto be previously reduced, 
aind then went on to buy respecting the 
great object of attacking Antwerp: . 

''$houi(J this operafioti (meaning the 
Attempt to capiufc the islands between 
the East and VVest Scheldt,] succeed, and 
* a considerable quantity of sebuyts and 
boats be collected, it might then in¬ 
vestigated how far it was practicable to 
take ad^agtage of a flowing tide; and by 
an embarkation from the point of Soq^h 
Bcvcland, highest up the river, atton)]^l 
Antwerp by a coup de-maln, landing, at 
the same lime, smaller bodies of tre^eps 
at Zandyliet on the right, and some cor- 
rcspoudinjpptJh^t on the left bank of the 
rSchcldt, to spread*alarm ; and operate as 
Erdf^ersioii in fav(|;ir of the main opeVa- 
tion. ® 

Tlie flotilla on its uptthe 

Scheldt would necessarily be accompanied 
by gun boats, whiefi should attempt to 
check the forts anti battqries on either 
s’^e of the river.—The evpture of fqrt.^ 
Luloanfl Liefkcnshoeik wooUl be of great 
importance to the secur^y of retreat. 

Such an oper:ition, it is evident, 
would be attended with risk to the 
force employed, without, perhaps, any 
adequate security* to the attuinment of 
its objert/* < 

Here, then, Vfpre five military opinions, 
fpur of them decidedly adverse, and the 
'fifth^not favourable to the SSipedbion. 
Having thds bottomed their project upon 
the opinions of live miiitary-oihcers, his 
Majesty's Government next applied to 
two naval officers, sir Home Popham and 
sir Hicbard Strachan. In sir Home Pop- 
ham's interview with lord Mulgrave, he 
atated, that he .conceived there were 
greater obje'ets in view than the possession 
of Walcber'^.^liidced it-was perfectly 
plain from |ne equipn^ents of the Expedi¬ 
tion, that it was principally intended for 
the ulterior object of destroying the navai 
I'csour.'CB and arsenals of the enemy; but 
even if any doubt existed before, it mus( 
have boon wholly dissipated by thetOpi- 
nions of the military ofllaers/who all c^- 
' purred In considering the great Und ulti¬ 
mo, object of the Expedition to be the 
attnefc upon Antwerp. Jn the mempran^ 
dj« ot] sir llonfe Pophanr, be particularly 
pressoA iwo points, namely, that the^ 
tj^ps shqvlii he em^rked in ships of war. 


aa transports wove a great irapediment *o 
promptitude and attack, and that as the 
season was advancing, the E.Ypedition 
should be ready to sail by the 2bih or 
27th of* June, about the time of the full 
’moon. Here, then, was ihcir first naval 
opinion treated with the same disregard 
as those of their military advisers; first, 
the ships of war were not to proceed up 
the Schpidt, and the hopes of proraptitudo 
were increased by the vast number of 
horsps that w'ere sent out, as well as by 
not dispatching the Expedition, wliicli 
ought to have sailed on the 27ihJune, 
unlill the 2bth July. Sir Uicliard Stiat ban, 
with whom tliey next advised, assured the 
noble lord atthohend of the Admiralty, 
ihat he entertained little prospect of ul¬ 
timate success at Antwerp. In his con¬ 
versation with lord MuKMave, he per¬ 
ceived that his lordshipAlid not then know 
that the French ships could go above 
Antwerp. When asked «whether he had 
ever any communication either with lords 
Castlereagh or IVIuIgi^ve relative to the < 
didicblties he might be subject to in going 
up to AntW'crp, he said that he did not 
^fecoUecL that they communicated to him 
any thitig upon the subject, but he re- 
incftibcrcd that w'hen he remarked, that 
nil he thought could be done \^ould be 
taking Walcheren, the noble lord at the 
head of the Admiralty replied, in anti¬ 
cipation of what I tru->t the conslituiional 
organ of the nation will at the end of this 
discussion declare, thait the country would 
b^ejittle satisfied with such an extensive 
'^ftrmaufentdoing nothing more than taking 
Walcheren. Upon the repetition of his 
fears, the noh.le lord assuied liim that he 
had the fullest *^(]$didt*Ade of success, and- 
that he had reason to thnSk they stiohld 
do very well. 

In developing the con.sequences which, 
followed this ruinoas ministerial project, 
it was most natur.al (o enquire, and if pos* 
sihte to a<vce|;tain, first, whether there was 
any setslod plan of operations at all, and 
secondly, whether there had been any 
pHtn concurred in by the diileient depart-* 
ni^ents of the cabinet, and fully commuai«> 
cated to the ofiicers entrusted with the 
command ? fie must cenfess that, with all 
his anxiety to learn, and all his industry 
to obtain the information, he was yet to^ 
hear what was the nature of tbe ariAnge-. 
ment proposed* Were be to deliver his 
own conviction, it itiould be thajt there 
were as mony^Jans.as there were depuru 
engaged in the. Expedition ir-that 
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tb« noble lord (Csmlereagb) had (ua plan 
—that the adipiralty had tj^in^and 4hat 
the tight hon. gent. oppopUe (Mr. Per* 
cevat) had bia, each diatinct from th^ 
othui. The plan ot the noble lordi if one 
might guesa from tbeoutline«was to make 
a dash, which disdained to atop at even 
the moat desperate and appalling 

dangers. The plan of the adnitrahy> 
at least fixed upon at the sailing, though 
hostile to the romantic notions of the noble 
lord, was much mure prudent. It would 
not hazard ahe navy in a most iiiiiicate* 
navig ttioii. The right lion, tb# Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer’s pUn was not hpw 
he should suppoit the cause of his allies ; 
not how ihe opcrations.of the Expedition 
should .illect the scale of the vtar in Gerr 
man^ ; not how it ■•hould tend to turn in 
l.nour of Austria, the equally poised for¬ 
tune of that awtiil campaign, but all his 
attention was ahsotbed in calculating upon 
that airangeme^i which should convey 
youi Expedition vi^ the least possible 
quantity of dollirP^«The right hon. gcnl. 
totally overlooked ihat axiom in w9i> that 
bullion as necessary as powder and 
shot, and was, when well applied, not le^tl 
opeiative. (Hear, hear!) What plan the 
secretary of slate for foreign aftairs*was 
moie particularly attached to, he could 
not tell; but it was probable, that jusi at 
that time, he had some little plan of his 
own which hr did not coaimumcite to his 
tolleagucs. The admiral appealed to 
have a plan ; but the commander in chief 
appeared to have no plan at all. Throj^gh- 
out the whole of his examinniion it was 
cloar that be had at no tone durijig the 
campaign considered of plan at all, 
neither was i[ief^aa‘y^>mted out to niuf 
in* the instructions of the government ? 
The noble lord here declared he Felt 
it difficult to settle what plan he should 
proceed to discuss on ihe pie*-eiit occasion; 
but he should at all evg^its endiavour to, 
follow up whdt seemed to have l^eeii^the 
intention of the government. • The gene¬ 
ral understanding of the business seeim d 
to he, that part of our army was in*the 
fir&t instance to take possesMoii of the 
island of Walcheren, and another coips to 
take Cadsand. Xbe. main body was to ad¬ 
vance tofSantvliet to about flie number of 
2^^,00(), including however oiKht detach¬ 
ments to be sent to South Devf Itt-nd This 
was so far the apparent plan, which, liow-' 
cvei, relatetl, aco9rdiug to somecof tlie 
documents before the fn not very. 

iqleUigible language, to uUe* 


rtor»#l9ivltaneooa« subsequent qpaiiit)oa !A* 
-.-Now to baxa uny chance of suoceaa, U 
was necewary that the main body shoidd 
have got to l^tvliet aa speedily as 
aible; an4 accordingly four days wen 
calculated for its passage ftom the Down 
^ Santvliet. Sir f^ro^'han had said, 
that if wind and weather were favourable* 
it might be dune in a week ; but afler all* 
with every precaution that could have 
been taken, sotnp vessels Verc behind* au4 
soiiur had been stranded. In addition t 0 
that c^tuse of delay, it was founU^qoite 
necessary to tgke 2!»Quih Bevelandj siocf 
the enemy had batteriesion thdl island all 
/p the river as far as it extended; and, 
Dcsid«s, ^aihz might have been expected 
to^ hold out for some time. The nobla 
loAi then leferrtd to a Utter of lord Cb»^ 
Hereagli to the commandpMwrhief, of th# 
23d of June, stating*tb.i^ on the 21st 
hifd received the Km^s pleasure ihu^rtba 
Expednioti --boidd go foiward. Tne ar- 
deqt ze:iM^^the secretary of stat^ had 
outrun the* royal sanction; for he bad« 
pieviously to obtaining it, directed sii^D. 
Dundas to hold the, army in teadiness* 
The great ob&cts of the Expedition were 
staled to be. uic capture or destigi(.iidVPof 
the eneiny’sship^t Antwerp, at Terneuse> 
and in th^ bchsiliV* tind, if possible, the 
rendering o& the river Scheldt no longer 
ii5vigaMe; and this they now told u* wai 
to be done by a coup-dt^main. He doubted 
inuqh* <tf>er all, that there wereJn exist- 
euce ^uch arsenals as those at Terneus* 
here»dnected to be destroyed. As for 
tiio*" pjrtverful diversion in favqur of our 
allieV how could the noble •loro expect 
It to he bo, vvlun he knew, that, after the 
coup-dc-main,^onr force, for want of ^ 
leign coin, must rciuin immediately? 
This was the object on which the ey«| of 
%is Majesty’s ininibtcrs bad been fixed fiw 
bo long a pouod. As to the scheme of 
(iesiruying the navigation of* the Scheldt, 
it was inipra^ticahltf. 

Th(* nob c sgcrcUry of mte, however, 
hoped confidently that all the difficultiee 
would be overcome. How ? Not by me* 
thoJs provided or ibreseeii by government, 
[•but forsooth, by The valour and energy of 
hi% Majesty's troops He could not. row- 
ever in thi<t, place omit a principal point, 
the probability of thoseaships b^g pro¬ 
tected by the enemy. And hero for the 
fiist time the noble brd prudently conu- 
difficulties and poMible failure, and 
yet pointed oot no method bp which te * 
overcome them* H*- bed hoover 
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lowed tbU coniideraUon of difficulties up 
hy saying.ftlliiough the objectsof our Ex¬ 
pedition could ^ removed farther from us 
at the discretion of the'encmy. yet upon 
wholoit was deemed necessary to recom¬ 
mend the undertaking of the Expedition. 

The House should mar in mind, that we 
could not go from Santvliet to Antwerp 
with safety, but With the possession of 
one of the banks of the Scheldt. The 
north bank of that river, and the posses- 
aioh of South Beveland. were also tnpught 
to b^ndispensable. Sir H. Popham had 
given ifr>as his opinion, t^at with every 
circumstance of wind. &c. being favoui> 
able, we might be on the coast from the 
Downs in 24 hours, and in 49 hgurs after^ 
wards at Sanlvliet. Sir R. Strachan h^d 
s^d. that we could not do it without griat 
danger ani ^l sc < ^ to our ships and boats 
^rom Bathz. which mdst therefore be 
takes^ and where ujrJ. Hope had statAl. 
that there were l + or g uns mounted. 
South Bevelaifd and Bathz^ltejtthere&re 
have been taken. Sir R. KeatS. one of the 
mqst experienced naVal officers, held a 
high command in t^e Expedition; but it 
did not appear that he was fp any respect 
eVn previously consulted. That gallant 
officer nevertheh^ss had made a communi¬ 
cation to lord Castlere^b. who shewed 
but little disposition to consult with him. 
Sir R. Keau. it seemed, was in favour of 
proceeding to the ulterior objects at once, 
and agajpst wasting time or troops in 
efaeren; This circumstance would prove 
material, in some respects, in reviewing 
the vffhoie case, ^ben asked toHhe 
time that might be occupied in advancing 
to Antwerp, the main object of the Expe¬ 
dition. sir Richard said it^depended en¬ 
tirely on the state of the weather, and was 
su^ect to many chances; that if Balhz 
were defended, it might have retarded* 
the Expedition a few days : That unless 
we janded with great celerity, the efforts 
of the enemy might make ultimate success 
doubtful, an^even though we arrived in 
time ofFSaotvliet. yet the nature of tlie Ex¬ 
pedition was peculiarly subject to chances;. 
ami the probability was. that those chances 
might happen which would render suGcess. 
very uncertain. He Said likewise thatjwe 
.could not go up the Scheldt W(th less than 
eighty'gun-boatn. to enable us R> cope 
witit the numerous French fiotilla in that 
river. You might pass over from Deal to 
Sa^rliet in four days, but you are S't;- 
idPned by* sir Richard., that you vUiuat 
Scheldt aud wait to arhi your 
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gfun-boats.* He armed but six and twenty; 
of them in one day. His Majesty's mi¬ 
nisters. in their calculations, had reckoned 
on no such impediments; there was to be 
the easiest ancf quickest of passages over, 
'and on the land there were to be found 
the most excellent roads. They calcu¬ 
lated the progress of the Expedition by a 
sort of time-keeper without friction ; but 
a little friction occurred on entering into 
the Scheldt, which they never dreamed of: 
,a ship laden with guns to arm the gun¬ 
boats was behind hand, and impeded their 
proceedings. 

He now came to the intelligence 
submitted to the secret Coinmittee; 
person it appeared whom ministers 
presented as one well acquainted 
with the navjgalion of the Scheldt, 
and worthy oMhe firmest reliance being 
placed on his statemeifiS. described the 
Slough Passage as difficult for even small 
single vessels, and declared it to be ne¬ 
cessary to have a pi^t in every line- 9 f- 
battle ship and frigatie'^vi order to efle ct 
that pSksage with safety. How were our 
fleet provided in this respect? They had 
4nly one pilot; and sir R. Strachan de¬ 
clared th&t he could not get one bold 
enoitgh to venture to carry his ship safe 
up this dangerous and difficult navigation. 
It was true the riv^r might be buoyed, 
but this would occupy a week, and pre¬ 
clude all possibility or arqpid advance.— 
It also appeared, from the testimony of 
this person, that it wsls only possible to 
proceed to Batliz with the wind in'two 
l^mts of the compass, between the South 
and W^st, and perhaps with a scant wind 
in two other "^mints. But ministers did 
not care for the^b^iffiefrtties ; they pro¬ 
ceeded. as if they could hhve relays of 
favourable winds at every corner ot this 
winding river. The time necessary to 
take possession of South Beveland. and 
to reduce Bathz^^they left entirely out 
of thei{ consideration. Sir John Hope 
had declared. *that it might have held out 
several days, df defended, and in this 
opinion h| was confirmed by lord Russ- 
lyn. The speedy surrender of both 
these places therefore was very* unex¬ 
pected. and could never have been anti¬ 
cipated in an} preliminary view taken 
by ministers, if they did ever take any 
preliminary general view of the matter, 
^thz in particular was capable of a re¬ 
sistance sufficiently lotig to have discon¬ 
certed their whple plan of operations# 
la^o . tfiijlliefkeDsboeik were alsq. by 
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many deemed indispeniable arid cuabl 
of similar resistance. To man the flotilla 
in the river—to take possession of Beve- 
land—to reduce Bathz—and to have wind 
and weather for all occasions, psesdnted 
to otir mini'iters neither difficulty nor 
subject for deliberation. General Brown- 
who seemed somen hat to participate 
in the sanguine expectations of lord 
Casllcrcagb, in his evidence, stated, that, 
if the annv could have landed on ihe ist, 
2nd, or Sul, of August, they might have 
been sucoessiil. Being fuithcr examined, 
he said, that, taking possesNion of Cad- 
sand would be but thewoikof an hour. 
But ho, like mmistois, forgot that the 
noit[i-wosttr]i wind, tin uniuly spiiitr 
. must bluw biforo thev-could uiuleitakf-or 
attempt to aoi o np'ish iheit object. Oen. 
Brownriug unpuud tue wuiure of the 
whole to the iinfovunatc neiessity which 
obliged the ..IIII iment to take shelter and 
assemble in ihe Jiooinpot. Lord Castle- 
reagh, when oxammed, would not fix 
• dates so neatly sff^cneral Brownngg; 
but he was of opiii on, that, under f^uur- 
able clicumstirices, ihc armament might 
have an wed eai ly, and Jbeeii suctesiul.*] 
On being questioned as to the t^.rce and 
dispositions of the enemy, lilsansw'er vtas, 
that he could not presume to judge what 
might be the niov(.ine'nts of the enemy. 
As a member of that House the noble 
loid might have, declined answering this 
question, when pressed on him. but since 
he had answered it,‘ he stood condemned 
out o’f hib own mouth.—What! waf^j^e 
nottocalculaie on ihe resistance lilTely 
be offered to his Expedition—'to ascertain 
as far as possible, the i^;£yn«nts likely, 
or in the pow cr oTthe eflfeiy to be made ? 
W^s he to send troops, not alone to learn 
whether they could piocoed, but whether 
they could ever return ? This was a point 
he ought most decidedly to have ascer¬ 
tained, as the fate of the aimy, of the 
Expedition, and eventually of the»kiqg- 
dom, whose last and greatest hopes were 
thus embarked upon the issue, depended 
upon it. ^ ’ 

The noble loid (Porchester) came ne^tt 
to the examination and evidence of a 
noble earl (Chatham^ who was the com¬ 
mander in ehief of this Expedition. The 
noble earl was certainly very prudent 
and cautious in respect to giving any opi-« 
nion; he had no wish to engage in that 
sort of* campaign: %ut what had come 
from him was certainly, iqjile cfiect, very 
like a sarcasm upon his colleagues ifl. the 


fd Sek^: C# 

ministry. Some fkcu, indeed, aM flio«« 
of importance, the noble ekrl had stated 
to the House; one of which was, thut 
you could not proceed up the Scheldt« 
unless you had the advantage of a wesU 
criy wind: and he had also added, that 
with that desired westerly^ind you were 
under the necessity of meeting with a high 
surf, that rendered y*our landing ex¬ 
tremely difficult. Being asked mrther 
respecting the difficulties of going up the 
nv^ Scheldt, he had told them,' that he' 
had always understood that the entering 
and adv.iucing«with an armament up a 
wading river, wheic nifvigalion was not 
f^rfectly kfiown to those who wished to 
go up, w'aa an undertaking of very great 
dilj^ciilty and of danger. Ilis lordship, 
liowevei, had further stated and seetnefl 
a$tonisin?d at any qiicstua^lf^g put to 
him on the subjeef, tb^ft in*his oomion 
wa^ not possible to h'.^ landed the a^Cy 
with its aitill^y,* its stores,^ &c. at Sant* 
vlicS on tMf*TiVh ; but general Maaleod 
and ^nerarpyeis thought of being be¬ 
ing before Antwerp*oii the 10th, jiiid pre¬ 
sumed the laming at Santvliet on *the 4th« 
4rhe House thea wuuUl see how these grj^ 
characters agreed as to the efficiency of 
tlie means, and practicability of the 
object. • 

He had thus dhdeavoured to shew, that 
four days were not sufficient for the pur¬ 
pose intended, and in (tiis his opinion he 
w'as gforroborated by that of the «earl of 
Chatham, the commandei; in chief; but 
miuisrEy*s had evidently calculated, with¬ 
out ‘Sonneting any of/the three or*fonr* 
prelimiifery ciicnmstances (whtch he had 
already noticed) ^and an intricate, dan¬ 
gerous, and difficult navigation. The 
same sort of rashness and precipitation ‘ 
which was evident in the plan of minte* 
ers, was also a distinguished feature in 
he mode of carrying U into execution. 
They had formed a great plaif for attack¬ 
ing Antwerp, for the capturnand destruc- 
;ion of the Frencl\ ships, »e arsenals* 
depots; &c. and various otheir important 
objects; and yet it was not until after 
orders were given to prepare Ute troops 
Ijsr this service, th*at they had begun to 
arrange a pldn of operations for lAkking 

f ood their entrance into the SebeUt. 
hey ndver contemplated^the obstacteihi 
heir way, nor the sufficiency of the 
means of attaining their object. He 
conid Qimparo the undertaking to nothing- 
but the* instance of the architect,:who wai 
aid to have built hu«cbiuabur-floor* b«e^ 

t • • 
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ftte be fecoUn^bd th^ (te^BiUy of plan¬ 
ning a fltalf*^aM. {fthe InstruciioOs Were 
acruttniB^, they Would be found incon- 
ristent with the state of the place, and 
^oae of one offiOer at variance with those 
of another. T^e inatructions civ^n to the 
itabrquts of Huntley were in the teeth of 
what was aflerw 4 i'ds performed by the 
division placed under the command of 
* that noble officer. 

til the secret Committee however the 
House had been told that our men of'war 
might [^ass Flushing; but that transports 
could not (,*0 by pi the fac^: of the enemy’s 
lire from that place. The-;iaval estq- 
blishnient at Antwerp, ministeissaid, had 
been growing for years; the l^te unfor¬ 
tunate attempt had long been with tl|£m 
t^favourit4iAb|ect, and yet they had not 
s^attended to the* prqlimirviry and indi^pcif- 
anJtjg consideration, whether the defences 
of the river Schefdl copld be passed, or 
Whether theyi could easjI^i«J^ forced! 

(HcaV!) The occupation of Callsandtvas 
considered to be essential, and so it was; 
and it g.we him some kind of pleasure to 
mention it, because U biou^t to mind the 
iMdtoriotts conduct of part of the navat^ 
aerrice in the aOUir there. He meant the 
gallant eonJuct of ca^in Hanehett, of 
me Raven sloop of war^ wb6 bravely 
engaged the enemies batteiies at Flushing 
and Cadsand for fj^ur hours in protecting 
a division of gun boats, and how did lie 
fdpreseiM the matter ? The shells of Flush¬ 
ing, said the truly gallant captain, ^rame 
aboard him, while the roun(I ^ho:‘ffom 
Cadsand w^ent through him! ^Hear!) 

R. Strachan told them farther, that 
in this daring and perilous service the ship 
was crippled and ground'ed! Thus then 
an Expedition had been sent by ministers 
to* force that passage without considering 
the means of etTectingit! Then we came 
at last to Santviiet, another step in this 
romance of a campaign; fora romdnee 
it waft, and, Kkea very celebrated produc¬ 
tion of thft nature, *cohtaincd, among 
Other ebrious particulars, something about 
aft attack on a wind-mill. (Hear!) 

Sir Home Fopbam Ahnd stated, truly 
eAoogbi that fort Lillo a desirabl^ 
object in making way to Antwerp; 'and 
that o^cer sceiped to thin!:' that the jn- 
ifoddciion of a few rockets aftd shells 
have influence enough w'iiii the 
iple of that city to induce them to press*' 

^the fturroAder of the place: but‘it had 
Ijt shewn how (commanded gi 

sy w€ri by a garri^oSh and a citadel. 



and bVen by those very ships, which, by 
taking out their guns, coum be carried 
above the city towards l>endermmidc) 
the rockets were to persuade them to 
.pres* life military for this surrender! Sir 
Home Popham, it appeared. Would first 
mask Lillo; then perhaps, he would 
mask Antwerp, and go after the ships ami 
attack them, if they were moved op thi 
river. The opinionof gen. Sonlfiig was also 
pretty sanguine. The geneial had been, 
ne understood, in foreign as Well as in the 
British service, and was said^o have seen 
military operations upon a large scale ; 
but his lordship did not know that hia 
opinion in this case was much better for 

5 iat CircumstaneV. He had been at 

.nlwerp in the times of Pichegru; but 
they were in ^is insionce only consider¬ 
ing the case xf an Exped-,»inn of I7,0(X) 
men against Antwerp.® The French em¬ 
pire could not have been so low in re¬ 
spect to military resource in this quarter, 
as to be unable to a considerable 

force ^speedily from 'Holland, from Flan¬ 
ders, from Westphalia, or from the vici¬ 
nity of the capital itself, in a quarter, too, 
where it was acknowledged there were 
so many-channels of communication. It 
was reported that there were very few 
troops left in Antwerp, but was that a 
sulhcient" reason for undertaking such an 
Expedition? Why, there might possibly 
not be more than one regiment in Ports¬ 
mouth ; but would Bupnapart6 send such 
an Expedition, if he could, to attack 
Povlsmouth upon such information ? Could 
rVc hot, even though, peihaps, wc have 
nut above 10,000 regular effective troops 
ia the collect^ onf militia and 

other means of'^^iresistahre in sufficient 
time and force to defeat his enterprizt’? Of 
our grea* army not more than 17,000 could 
ever get to Antwerp ; and yet they had 
been told, that 4-0,()00 men would be re¬ 
quisite to besiege it. 

Genial Don undoubtedly had said, 
that greftt'alnrm was excited in Antwerp 
by the terror 6f the British fleet. As for 
the peoj 'e the civil inhabitants of Ant¬ 
werp, they were not so formidable frOnv 
their numbers. The population, which 
had long been falling Oif, could not have 
received any great rCf eni meVekse, unless 
we considered the number of military or 
tfavul person** stationed thefe, Whowdre 
not ever included in |ltO usUal estimate of 
resid^t population. Every body knew 
that .^ntwerp^^'.vas'for a long time past 
thft 'xnfbnmftttit 0 ^ departed greaXdets. 



65 ] FARL. DEBATBSf Mahch 20 , 

• 

But a gallant general (Sontag) being 
a.sked huw he could have reduced Ant¬ 
werp. answered, by vigorous attacks on 
ail the weak points: then came some- 
tiiing about the windmill. But had we 
an army of such an amount to carry oil 
the battering in breach ? Was all this to 
be attempted on the faith of recollection, 
not quite accurate, of gen. Sontag ? It 
was suid, by bringing up a great number 
of guns. Very proper certainly ! Then, 
}) 0 w take Lillo ? Why with cannons and 
mortars! a^icl could not the enemy make 
of dykes, and inundate a considerable 
part of the land in their defence ? Oh I 
that was a circumstance never contem¬ 
plated nor inquired into. But then, bv 
what vigour, under, all these cirouirf- 
stanccs, we were to get ii^ to the ships and 
destroy them, if they wVi$ moved higher 
up the river, w%s a poser that had not 
been distinctly answered by any of the 
persons exam^ied. 

General Brownri^g was the only officer 
who considered 44>:4niode of attack likely 
to succeed. • 
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bombardment; and as to the ships, he 
admitted that he thought it would oe dif« 
ficuU to destroy them at all, as they could 
be taken up the river, above the citadel 
of .Antwerp. In another part of hia evi« 
deiicc too, he had stated, that by a bom« 
bardraent some of the materials for ship, 
building might be destroyed ; but that it 
was not possible to destroy the docks or 
the arsenal by such an operation. In this 
evidence, therefore, they had the opinioif 
dlwgen. Brownrigg positively stated that 
the great objects of the Kxpeditioiwwere 
inipracticablc,^o far as respected the de« 
struct ion the ships and the demolition 
C^the arslmal. 

The part of the evidence which it 
wa^Tfecessary for him to notice ; was 
that of General Macleod, who scemet^to 
think 4hat if the whole had been^,.- 

as it was projected, ap Ijy the 4th, tb 
objects of the. Expedition might ^IRTve 
been attained; 4>ut uliad been stmed by 
th^ comuu^it^r in chief ofthe Expedition, 
that* it wa% itnpos-sible for the army to 
have arrived at S^ntvliet before the dtb« 


In all his calculations, gen. Brownrigg 
proceeded upon the supposition that 90«| 
pieces of ordnance were to be employed. 
In one instance, however, that officev had 
stated, that of these 1.5 should be heavy 
artillery and 13 moHars. BiU this divi¬ 
sion seemed only to have been adopted 
for the purpose of introducing a high 
sounding expression in the sentence im¬ 
mediately Allowing, namely, that it 
would be necessary for the reduction of 
Antwerp, u» assaifit by ** a 
ba^rdment and blockade.^* sanTe 

examination, gen. Brow^]u 9 g«>i^uing hy¬ 
pothetically as% j "' f fa Ci ^rrival of the difle- 
r8nt division^f the army, with their ord¬ 
nance and stores at the intended points, 
gave it as his opinion, that Antwerp might 
have been taken by assault, if the army, 
&c. had been up on the 6th ; and so fa|; 
he sanctioned the conudent expectations 
of the noble lord as to the* mode of con¬ 
ducting the operations o€ the campaign, 
and participated in the sanguine view^en-. 
tertained by him respecting tne effects of 
the bombardment, and the early arrival^ 
of the troops. Jt would be recollected, 
what impression this opiniob, when stated, 
had made on the House, as to the prac¬ 
ticability of the object of the Expedition ; 
but then, afterwards, that officer had* 
statpfl in answer to*another question, that it 
had never been his opinjgn, th^t Antvverp 
coujd have been certainly reduCe,d a 
VOl. XVI, 


When asked as to, the practicability of 
taking Antwerp a bombardment, Ger 
neral Macleod stated, that on lhat (Sint 
he could not certaiA; but as to th'e 
destruction ofships, he bad given, it 
ns his opimofi, that by the terror and 
e1lects*of a bombardment the inhabitants 
of the town and th« garrison might be 
so ^verawed, as to induce them tp surren¬ 
der the ships; though he admitted that 
objec^t to be hopeless, wlien the ships had 
b>iffh t^en up above the town. aAs .to 
the of over-ftwin,^ tho imhabitants < 

and the garrisoip could it be for a moment 
supposed, th^t, in the present state . of 
military itrictncss and discipline in the 
French territory, any such event cquld 
take place } or that the inhabitants and 
the military of Antwerp would, in order 
to escape the danger of Aur bombard¬ 
ment, expose themselves |o the dreadful 
vengeaijCe of«their masteu? Besides, all 
General Macledd's calculations wCTe 
founded on the supposilio^f good roads, 
of which, however, hs^knew nothing, 
and of which ndne had been found; as 
it)vas since*known,*that out of twenty-five 
miles of Qoad, five miles were over a 
causeway, and the rest a deep sand. 
When asked what his opinion would be^f^ 
the success of the Expedition, if the roim 
|^a^,been as good as he supposed, and tha 
othc4' circumstances favourable, under ifaa 
actual state of jpreparation of the enei^. 


- ‘ ^ .Aa-t 
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General Macleod dtisWtireH, that he had 
pdt'the enemy Entirely out of the question 
The Houlie could not but perceive, that 
to'ieav^ the enemy out of the question it] 
caicUlsLtihg respecting the operations of 
War, was a very accommodating principle. 
It'ttlso appeared^' from General Macleod’s 
evidence, thdt confidering the length of 
the town, and the distance at which alone 
Jt>itterie8 could be constructed, there 
could be little chance Of destroying tl]|e 
tftenal or docks, when the shells should 
be thrown a distance of above one mile 
and a half at objects not dis^nclly discern¬ 
ible: that the place was not ^ be taken 
by a cottp^de^main, Assailable duly 
bombardment, and then not to be expect¬ 
ed to surrender till a lodgment should^e 
mdde on tha glacis. 

^ Having thus* disposed^ of the ditterent 
Mqqs of attack as shewn in the evidence, 
heliad. next to olAocve upon the plan of 
Lord Castlereagh, whicH^ a^^rding to 
that noble lord^s ow n statemept; \ras fiot 
to consist of long protracted operalSons, 
anth yet was to have a po^verful effect 
upon the affairs of the CoiitVient; which 
WSte^ot to be directed ko remote objects or 
a distant^cene, and yet was amazingly 
to'derange all the projeAq of Buonaparte; 
which was to take effect •b^ a coup-dc^main 
pB a diversion in favour of Austria, ami 
yet the troops were to be brought away 
tn the moment of ^success. The noble 
lord, relying on the information he 4)ad 
received, expected that Antwerp could 
have been taken by assault; a 
stance* actually impos-^ible, accifding’to 
the evidence of sir \Vm. ErskineN . The 
illTorhiation received and «acled upon by 
the noble lord had been produced before 
the secret Committee, and by them re¬ 
ported to the House. Though it appear-, 
ed by that information, that the ditch of 
Antwerp wag in seme parts dry, owing 
to the falling in of the revelemcnt, yet in 
other parts the^re was water,* an^^ sir \V. 
Erskine had ^iven it as opinion that 
the breaches in the rcvetcmeiit mighVin 
twenty-four Iihurs, be repaired by the 
masons of the tdWn, and the water In the 
ditch might in one tide be ,raised from 
three to five feet deep, which that ofilecr 
would consider a wet ditch. Whc^i they 
considered also that there existed but one 
or two passes in the works made use of 
pa^cularly by smugglers,practicable/or 
thft purpos.es of assault, and that thetfe 
passes could so easily be secured^ the 
noMst would be sensible fthat there never 
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had been a chance of success by assault. 
But the noble lord stated, that in the 
event of the assadlt proving unsuccessful, 
the object was to be attained bv a bom¬ 
bardment. And here the noble lord) 
with his accustomed versatility, was de« 
tertnined to have two strings to his bow ; 
he was to have a bombardment, and a 
battering in breach; and whilst sending 
the whole disposable force oPthe coun¬ 
try on a hopeless Expedition, employed 
himself in 'devising the means of execu¬ 
ting* his vigorous projects in ^very alter¬ 
native. With this impression, the noble 
lord must in every case have his train 
of thirty piebes of artillery : and with 
tifem proposed tV effect his cozm-dc-r/tarVi; 
bbt When asked what his idea of a coi^-rfc- 
main was, it aweaied that it was to in¬ 
clude an invesi^ent, a bartering train, 
and a bombardment. If' had been asked 
by the noble lord, whether the fortress 
of Schweidnitz had not be^n taken by a 
coup‘de~main ; but hbaiight as well have 
asked, ^.whether Troy fiail not been taken 
in that manner, as apply the termcoup-efe- 
ntj^in to such a military operation as ho 
•liad had in view.* 

Next the order of succession he had 
to notice lord Chatham’s projects. That 
noble lord, however, as appeared had no 
fixed plan at all. He had been, to be 
sure, at Bathz; but though he had re¬ 
mained a month in the country, he had 
never formed any plan whatever. He 
had himself stated, that he had not forpied 
anjnpjan in detail; that the mode of at- 
1«CK ^ybn Antwerp was to depend upon 
circumstances ; and that lie had not 
thought of ^ that purpose, be¬ 

cause the army hsid not landed on the 
continent. Strange it appeared to him 
that a general should defer devising any 
plan until he approached the end of his 
operations. But the ulterior objects had 
been given up, because the comtnander 
appvehondcd that before he could proceed 
to accom^lfsh them, he should have to un¬ 
dertake perhapi two or three preliminary 
sieges. Tifrie Expedition, lie contended, 
ought never to have been sent out, unless 
his Majesty’s ministers had been w^ell 
informed of the actual State of Antwerp, 
as well as the number of sieges that 
must necessarily have been undertaken, 
before operations could be commenced 
against that city, ^One might c have 
thought that-a general. Sent but A^the 
head of such Expedition as that in 
winch: the whole disposable force of- tha 

7 
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nation.was employed, should bav^£>rmed 
some idea of the operations he was to 
coiikluctj and the sieges he bad to under¬ 
take. It never had entered into the 
heads of any set of men but his Majesty*.^ 
ministers to send out an Eicpcdition in* 
such a way. The whole army, he ap¬ 
prehended, was sacrificed, by its having 
been sent out without knowing that the 
£.Ypeditioa' could not succeed but after 
several sieges, when the only chance of 
:>ucces3 rested upon the possibility of ac-. 
coniplishing^ its object without such pre¬ 
vious bjeges or rather without any /ivgQ 
at all. ^ 

The ground stated by lord Qliatham for 
relinquishing the ulterioM)bJect.s, was the 
information he receivedVtht Antwerp nvEls 
not in the state he supprisid on his depar- 
tuie with the Expcdition%l« works (nving 
been repaired about the ‘period of the 
sailing of the Expedition. The House 
liavl seen, by tUe evidence of lord Chat¬ 
ham, what respect l^^iaid to the informa¬ 
tion upon which ^istcolleagues had acted, 
when lie stated, that, on his arrivarat hi-i 
destination he saw no reason to beliovo or 
disbelieve the information upon which hft 
colleagues liad decided to put ft) hazard 
the whole of the disposable forc^ of the 
couiiliy. Lord Chatham had said uUo 
and It was essential to1)ear that‘statement 
in recollection, that if even the whole of 
the information were true, much of the 
probability of success against Antwerp 
would have depended on the circumstance 
of its being attacked without the inj^- 
veiuiou of preliminary sieges, as 
was not in a stale to undertake si«^, and 
a coup de main was not The 

same was the opttTt?JR.*bf general Hope, 
reflecting the^ouj5 dc main. Sir William 
Ei'bkinc, whose professional knowledge, 
displayed in his examination at the bar, 
intitled him to the admiration of that 
House—an admiration t^at must be en¬ 
hanced by the cousideratioi\ of th 9 ez 4 *ly 
age at which he acquired that knowledge, 
and the accurate recollection he preserved 
of the result of his practical observations 
after the lapse of a long period of tiiUe, 
had stated that, having been at Antwerp 
ill npi, he knew Jt to be sequre against a 
coup»dc-main, and that in one week it 
might be put in a situation to etand a 
siege. • 

It had been much insisted upon in the 
oral tesVimony at the*bar, thatas Uiere were 
no guns on the ramparts, Antwerp was iii- 
capabJe of defence. Sut did gentlemoa 
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not bear in mind that Antwerp' now 
been made a great naval depot; that ii 
contained a vast naval arsenal, and could* 
consequently, not be deticient in the ord* 
nance necessary for its defence? l$ir 
William Eiskine, too, had said Uiat it waa 
not unusual to. preserve tife artillery, pro¬ 
vided for the defence uf forliBed towns, by 
removing them till wa*nted to a place of 
shelter, from a state of exposure to the in- 
Jurie.s of the weather. This led him to no- 
tlS» Jiow little Ilia Majesty’s minister^ 
seemed to have attended to the use vi^ich 
might have bean made of the seamen aujdt 
marines ojlthc French fleet, for the de- 
|Mcc of^twerp; how little they seem^ 
toVejyArc that this description of per^ 
s^ipwcrc iho best calculated to serve oaa 
breach ! if they doubted of fact, Ikt 
them dsk sir Sydgey let them ask j 

Buonaparte liow small a party of seami^ 
aifd marines from a ^b^^le ship, at tlj^lme- 
inorable dej^ceftif Acre, aijested the vic- 
toivous ^eeniof the French army) and 
obli^d. it to retire in disgrace from bfrt 
fore that town. * « • 

But in orde^^at once^osbew the itbsurdity 
of.any expectation ^f success from a 
de main, it was only necessary to sftUe, tliat 
they had it in evidence, that by means of 
a line of tclegriq^lrs, information could bia 
cquvey^ed toTAntwerp of the approach of 
our Expedition before their anchors could 
be dropped in the Rfiompot. Sir WiU 
liam»Erskine, too, mentioned bU doubts 
to sir Richard Strachan before the £xpe- 
diti^aailcd; which were by him com- 
mumcaydpto lord Castlereagh, and it had 
since appeared that all the predictions of 
William Erskine had been verified* 
Sir Eyre Coot* likewise considered the at¬ 
tempt at a coup de main dilhcult and hgi* 
zardous: the marquis of Huntley did laipl 
think it practicable; and general Calvectl 
was of the same opinion with air Eyro 
Coote. 

The nobk? *lc^d then proceeded to make 

me ob^rvatieus. on the defective ar-, 
rangeftients which had be^ made for 
ihc attack upon Cadsand^^id the uttev 
mpossibility that, lord Gardner coubi 
■otiform his iustrp' tions by going intei 
he ftWieling* passage without pilots* If 
h^d been said, that the French force* 
apfieerell at Cadsand b^ a fortuitoun 
circumstance. But that was a specie^ 
of ^cideiit that generally happened tA 
he French arnties. They had always % , 
Ibrce •sufiiciently strong, ana at tbo» 
proger tjme* ia ,ever^ place wbero ll 
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was wanted., Tlicse, however, were 
fortuitous circumstances which seldom 
occurred in our pjxpcditions. But in 
reverting to the information upon which 
hi-: Majcsty^'^ luinislers had acted, it ap¬ 
peared to him that there were peculi¬ 
arities in it, which ought to have ted 
them not to dcpcipl u[)on it. The per¬ 
son employed to procure this informa- 
,tion, had stated the number of troops 
that could be collected at Antwerp hi 
five days or one week, but the i^^lt 
of sutHi jnformalion went only to shew, 
that the t9wns were not i^arrisoncd, not 
that a considerable force miteht not in 
a larger period of time be ait^embl^l 
In proof of this they had of 

the Frehch general to his governmdift, 
stiting, ihjtt jso early as the 3d of Aug. 
Jie had colle^c^l considerable* force 
»L^point, whffrc it might be seasonabjy 
directed to any ?j^-".rttT attacked. By 
perusing that%rcport of theej^nch mi- 
tiistei^ it would be seen that/tlTey cbn- 
templated the attack ejn Walcheren* and 
prdvision» was made to defend Cadsand, 
without fcaving Boulogne dastitute. The 
«R£any contemplated eveiy*atfack which 
coujd have becai made, and they anti¬ 
cipated our taking of^"alclieren; but 
it was evident they ne^er.dreaitit of any 
attack upon Antwerp. * * • 

He had thus shewn, upon all the data 
which formed the foundation of all the 
calculath)ns, respecting the Expedttion 
against Antwerp, that it was morally, 
pnot absolutely, impossible that it efi^i^ld 
8ucce*ed. It tiicn rested witlf^ini to 
shew, that if it was not really im^.'.ssible 
for the Expedition to succeed, the nature | 
and character of the arrartgements made i 
by his Majesty’s ministers for conduct¬ 
ing it rendered success actually impose 
siote. Upon this point the evidence 
would bear, him *out, by shewing that 
neither a soldier nor a sailor could have 
gone up to Santvliet Nvit(hhrs&ur days 
afler the arrival of the Kkpeditmn. 

ThenobleVord then took a review’ol*the 
tarious partioedars in the instiuctions to* 
the different dmsions to prove this point, 
by shewing, that tbe division of gen% 
Coote w'as ordered to Walcheren ; that 
of sir John Hope to the Easr Scl^ldt, to 
wait till a solid footing should be raa'de 
in Walcheren by the reduction of Veere, 
Armeyden, and Haak, and thcil to take* 
np a defensive position'in South'Be^- 
land I thitt the division of the marquis of 
Huntley was ord^^d .against Cadsand, 
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and then to cut off the retreat of the 
French from Flushing, by effecting a 
landing between Zouliand and Fln.sh- 
ing ; and that the divisions of lord Ross- 
lyn and gen. Grosvenor were ordered to 
remain in the rear for twenty hours, and 
not to proceed to the ulterior objects till 
the investment of Flushing should be com¬ 
pleted. The artillery too had been di¬ 
vided into two paits for the first and se¬ 
cond objects; and the second part had 
viot sailed from the the Downs till the 3d 
of /August. From all theSe circum¬ 
stances, and a variety of other passages 
in th^’'evidence to the same effect, the 
noble lord hifcrrcd, that the army could 
not have procech^d to the ulterior objects 
according to lirrangements of his 
Majesty’s minisbd's until after that period, 
when even thg most nangume looked 
upon success as impossible. These ar¬ 
rangements were, first that the ulterior 
objeciH were not to be pi^seoutcd till the 
investment of Fluslfmg was completed; 
2dly, ^rhat sir J. H(tpe' was ordered to 
take a defensive position in South Beve- 
^nd; 3dly, that the war ships should not 
be involved in rtic narrow and intricate 
navigation of the Scheldt; and 4thly, 
that the' artillery and ordnance had been 
divided into two parts, and the sveond 
had not s'ailed from the Dowms till the 3d 
of August. As to the preparation for 
carrying this plan into-execution, he 
should not think it necessary to refer to 
the evidence, but leave it to the Houge to 
dc«|p(j 4 »s, whether, on the suppositions, the 
•onih&^ing suppositions on which it had 
been tnf^cd, it was possible that the Ex¬ 
pedition ebtfW4^e t’ver reached Antwerp. 
But if the noble lord liatl ever cntertainjcd 
that expectation, the passage he had 
quoted from the evidence must shew hijn 
that there was no ground whatever to 
calculate upon such an operation* Upon 
the subject of the conduct of the naval 
and mditary • part of the Expediiion, he 
was of o|^ihion that no blame rested with 
either. But iY any blame was to apply, 
that House had no right to interfere, unless 
it should be necessary to apply, by ad¬ 
dress, that the matter should be* referred 
to the propar tribunak He had a full 
persuasion, that the House wobld agree 
m the resolution, that no blame was im- 
[fbtabic to the naval or military com¬ 
manders. ^ • 

He ha4 until then, considered the Ex¬ 
pedition in a nftlitary pointnf view. Ithad 
beemsaid that it had the elements to cU'« 
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counter, but it had a much more dan¬ 
gerous enemy to contend with in the di¬ 
sease brought on by its having been sent 
to that pestilential climate at that pesti¬ 
lential season. That disease vm well 
known to professional men; it must have 
been known to bis Majesty's ministers 
also. Lord Mulgrave, in tlie year 1791, 
commanded in Walr heren, when the brave 
troops be commanded suffered under the 
same disease, and that noble lord knew 
that on their return they fell equally vic¬ 
tims to the ^Icstructivc influence ol^ie 
disease. Ministers had, however, ^ot 
consulted one medical man ei^hej^xs to 
the mode of cure, or what ^voul^^^Je better, 
as to the best course for^l^l^vcntion,^ 

■ this dreadful malady, ^^^ight be said; 
however, in their justiffdSlffon, that secrecy 
was necessary in the firslSinstance; but 
what excuse couM they plead for not 
having taken such advice on the repeated 
applications for medical aid, medicines, 
anil warm clothing Jot the suffering sick. 

* in the pcstiteniiftf nftirshes of Walcberen. 
The noble lord then ruad extract? from 
the various pressing letters received on 
this subject from sir Eyre.Coote, inclosing 
the urgent applications of Mr. \1^bbc fur 
assistance to be sent out in a fas? sailing 
vessel, from the second of Septeml)er, 
downwards, till at length, when halfof the 
Hi’iny had perished, two medical men were 
sent out to investigate the. nature of a ma¬ 
lady which had been long a matter of no¬ 
toriety in this country. He came in the 
next place to consider the last, though 
not the least important part of theJ^ffesT^ 
tion. lie wished to ask his 1^/esty’s 
ministers, for in tljc eyiderW vVas con¬ 
tained no informflTKtTn* 'with what hope, 
with what prospect, w'.th what possible 
chance of public advantage, they Kept our 
brave troops in that pernicious climate, 
perishing ingloriously by the destructive 
ravages of its peculiar mgdady ^ He wished 
to ask how they could have ret^neijed 
such conduct to any notions* of public 
duty, or national interest, after the infor¬ 
mation received from sir Eyre foote, that 
there were eight thousand sick in the 
island in* the month of vSeptember ? How 
could the delay in sending out relief have 
happctied; when sir Eyre Coote wrote so 
pressiu!;ly for blankets, warm clothing, 
and nudicines; communicating at tke 
same ^ime that the sick were lying in hos¬ 
pitals without roof?, and almost without 
medicines, and would taally* have pe¬ 
rished for want of these necessaries, if 
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they had not been relieved by the smug¬ 
glers. 

Was this a situation for an English 
army to be placed in ? However severe 
the task was, he felt it his duly to expose 
ihe authors of these calamities. A cuuu. 
try, ^he only free one in llit annals of his¬ 
tory, should not submit without a severe 
retribution to have its blood lavished, its 
treasure wasted, witliout an expectation of 
advantage to the mother soil. He uufor- ' 
tuiW^ly was not endowed with sufficient 
talents to be eloquent, but he wishe^Lhe 
was possessfc'd q/'those of Cicero, that he 
cojuld pictu^, in its tru^ light, the losses 
l^c^uuntrymad sustained from a weak and 
im^^il^^inisiry. His country was not 
to ; he did not believe there was a 
stain upon it; and if there were, he wouU 
p.ut hiadbot on it, and al(jfwj b\' his dforts 
endeavour to era^ it ;• Engli‘?hmcn were 
tod free to be impureM^ey possessed dffai 
which maile theiw no^nly the dreafi, but 
the^dmii-ui'ii^/>f the world.*(Hear, liyar!) 
—It ^vas td rescue such men and that 
country from the ditcction of persons wjio 
had shewn their incapability, thatlc called 
>upon the Hou^ to give him their assist¬ 
ance on this important occasion. • * 

As to the unpre/edenteff delay in send¬ 
ing out njcdiciiiA*and medical assistance 
to our snUering^ariny, he was not disposed 
to*aUril)ute all the blame to government* 
but to the elfect of that^miserable subordi- 
nati^i of departments which required that 
such applications should pass through 
three*qr four offices before it could arrive 
at tffe ^yartment whose duty it was to 
compjjjTwith them. The secretary who 
coiidmed tlie q^’airs of the war, should 
possess a contjoul over every inferior de¬ 
partment, and issue the necessary orders 
directly to each. If the medical boyrd 
had been efficient, he should not blame 
his Majesty's ministers^bo much; but that 
board was known to have bfen divided; 
and he b^li^ed the determination had 
been to^t rid of it before the Ex- 
pecKtmn sailed. ' m 

When it was known thy our soldiery 
were perishing in such*jr manner, why 
^Jiad they been leA: to the ravages of the 
malady without imfticdiate and effectual 
relief? When lord Chatham relinquished 
the ulterior objects of •the Expedition, 
why had not Flushing been completely 
destroyed, and the army withdrawn front 
that fj'ightful scene of contagion and deatli, 
whilst it could yet be called .'an army? 
They could not be tnld that it was neCeiH 
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sary to keep Walcheren as a military po* 
Bition, because it would cost more to rctaia 
it than it was worth; because our frigates 
could nut at any lime remain in (he Vcre 
Gat, Ter Vere being within range of the 
shot and shells of the enemy; and because 
the island coiiLi never be maintained^ un¬ 
less by keeping up a large permanent 
naval force to secKrc it. C’ould the popu¬ 
lation of this country supply the waste 
* that would be the consequence of retain¬ 
ing po^.'CSMoti of that unhcaMiy positio^i ? 
Geq^Dom had, in die end, betn oSligcd 
to apjjly for reinforcements, in order to 
enable hini lo »bring oti' hU hospitals, 
v/iiich would have been in dai^cr of 
iiig into the hands of the cnciW, i^he 
naval line had been forced. VviJirtvyld 
h^'>ve induced the ministers to be su calmus 
to the ruprtsciUations of the suiferings of 
\^c army, why.-fi ail thcT country sympa- 
in with thc^^sl painful feelings? 
Wliy'had they delated t*ll the winter the 
evacuation, which should h^v^^idien place 
as soon as the ulterior objects'of the Ex¬ 
pedition had been gi^en up ? Were his 
Majesty^ ministers pccupied in consider¬ 
ing the means of 
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of Tetakiing their 


retaining ^alcheren, or 
ir own olliccs? (Hear, 


hear!) Had thc'heart-r^ding accounts of 
the sickness of the trQpf^> luadp any im¬ 
pression upon their min^s^ they never 
would have exposed the army to the cafa- 
mitjps it had endured. That intelligence 
would have induced any other men to use 
their efforts to save a sinking, a periling 
army; but it was the signal to them to 
renew their own disunion, (Hea^ !) 
It was not 'against the enemy t]\t they 
directed their powers, ^,lhey employed 
them only in preying upon (^icmselves. 

“ Validas in viscera vertere vires, 

That time which they should have de- 
vofed to the public interests, and the pre^ 
servation of the army, they employed in 
their paltry intrigdes and cabinet bicker- 
togs. The intelligence of the calamitous 
sickness of the troops was l4cb^l^^^on the 
2d of September ; on the '8th lord Uaatle- 
ceagh resign!^; and on the 17th lord Li-, 
verpoors was dated, so that the 

whole of that pe'riod, which should have; 
been taken up in devising measures for' 
the restoration of the health of the army, 
was consumed in the most disgracelol 
squabbles fur oiHce. It could not be de- 
ni^thai the secretary for the home de- 
pa|WHnt thought that the secretary'Tor 
thf war department was inefficient; It 
was proved; for the^country, and all Eu¬ 


rope knew they had come to action; it 
was not for him to set forth who had 
conquered. Another engagement subse¬ 
quently took place, not so bloody indeed, 
although perhaps the main object was 
greater: it was no less than a contest who 
should be premier; and there finesse con¬ 
quered diplomatic abilities. The Hou«e 
and the country were already in full pos¬ 
session of the facts; at least of the first 
fracas; as the noble lord and the hon. 
gentleman had not only di^tplaycd their 
litcfsi'y abilities on the occajjion, but had 
be^mc their onii publishers. 

noble lord had but one more re- 
mainufg *3j5pic to touch upon, respecting 
t^ie dcfeii^^ ^o|^up by ministers, on the 
ground that retained Walcheren 

to effect a div(¥q^''n in favour of Austria. 
He then comgr^nted upon the letter of 
Mr. Bathurst,* and shewed from the date 
that it could not have had any effect in 
inducing the retention of Walcheren ; as 
the Austrian minister did not even know 
where Walcheren w\4^<'nd the letter from , 
the cffiirt of Buda did not desire the con¬ 
tinuance of hostilities on our part in Hol¬ 
land, but a diversion in the nortli of Ger¬ 
many. His Alajesty’s ministers could not 
butfbei^ensible then, that the question 
respecting the diversion was not made out 
by the papers. General Don had stated 
that this Expedition would have operated 
as a great diversion in favour of Austria, 
by making it incumbent oh the French to 
send a large force to Brabant, which would 
otherwise have marched to the Danube : 
a#^^iy feeble efforts of ours could, at 
^ffiat'clk^^dful period, have controulcd tho 
destinieSL^f^dij continent. There was 
also another opi^ve I»«favour of its hav-i 
ing operated as a dlversion,*that of coloAcl 
Mosheim. The only instance, however,^ 
of its having operated in that way, which 
he \^as able to mention, was the return of 
a battalion or two from Louvain. But at 
this very moment'that ministers were spe- 
cufating^j\drversions, France had every 
wherd as grea]; a force as was necessary, 
foi^ the complete defence of her vast em* 
pise. Ill Istimating the value of these di¬ 
versions; it was the duty of the House to 
consider whether the advantages, likely 
to result froifl them to our allies, were 
sufficient to outweigh the calamities which 
tl^ey had Inflicted on our own country. 

It had been held out too that the Low 
Countges would have risen in our favour, 
but, unfortunately, the reverse was thu 
case; they were as cold icicles^ and 
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it would have taken mote bullion, than 
England possessed, to thaw them; not a 
soldier had it drawn from the army op¬ 
posed to Austria; so far from it, it gave 
Buonaparte': possession, or a knowfedge of 
a'force, that he was almost ignorant be¬ 
fore he did possess: the steady attach¬ 
ment and unvarying zeal of the vast popu¬ 
lation over which he ruled. 

In Stating by way of analysis as brief!}* 
as he could the evidence on this subject, 
he had necessarily gone to great hmgth, 
but the importance of the question'^jie 
trustedwould entitle him to the indulgfv.ice 
the House. It was now to 

turn his eyes away from the mmtempla- 
tion of the most calamitou^^lid disgraoO- 
•fiil Expedition in whiclVx«^c*'untry Ilhd' 
ever been involved : anEiipedition which 
failed not through any det^t of courage 
in the men who wete employed in it, or 
of precaution or talents in the persons who 
commanded but Entirely through the ig¬ 
norance, rashness, and Impotence of those 
*whoplatmedit. 'l1!Ts1atal Expedilioy had 
terminated in national disgrace, almost in 
national de<;pondcncy. Itw'asthebomidenjj 
duty of the House to visit such impolicy and ‘ 
misconduct with its utmost indication. 
IPhon. members only read the evidence 
attentively, they wouldjiee such cause of 
censure, that they would think the resolu¬ 
tions w'hich he had’ to propose were not 
only just, but nu)st lenient. He tyould 
rather be censured fpr not moving resolu¬ 
tions strong enough, tlian for proposing 
those of a contrary nature. He 
with his fellow countrymen, tint badi^d 
an inclination to merry; butifl^Wre 
to ask for justice, his_ ab ility'^Vuld not 
allojv him to word Tm^^csolutions strong 
enough : men who had sufi>red their 
countrymen to fall victims to an unwhole-’ 
some clinic, without a prospect of their 
country being benehtted ; men who saw 
this, knew it belter than he could repeat; * 
yet, for the sake of a little pelif or power, 
grinned at it without remorse ; ihfn .who 
daily told them they were t\i% only fit per¬ 
sons to govern the country ; they were 
the friends of Majesty, had the confidence 
of their Sovereign, and were the only fit 
persons to rally roiftid him.-rThcre was 
not a particle of evidence delivered at 
the bar of that House, that did not go to 
prove their incapacity, and tliat they wcre*| 
the very reverse of qvery thing they had 
laboured to make the House £m<]r the 
country believe. (Hear<f 'bear Ij—Thc 
Crazettc even proved that the Expeditioir 
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Was not intended as a diversion ih &voiir 
of Austria ; that country was sensible it 
was never iiitended as such. The worlH 
knew It was not; and there was not a ca* 
billet in Europe that did not laugh at'those 
who could have been so weak and imbe¬ 
cile 'as to have projected it. Under all 
those considerations, he would now sub¬ 
mit a set of Resolutions for the adoption 
of the House ; to the greater part of , 
th^sc he could anticipate no possible ob¬ 
jection, as they were founded on tbd 
minutes df evidence, in the posse^ioiTof 
members. His» lordshig requested -thstt 
the clerk, m he himself was almost-ex^ 
hiU ited, ^ght be permitted to read 'the 
; but this being against order, 
lor^iOmple kindly undertook the task* 
They were as follow:— ^ • . 

J. That on tlyj 28th eT July 1ast,‘ahd 
“ subsequent days, an armaftOent, consist-^ 

“ ing of 39,000 raiid«f>ftes, 37 sail qf the 
" line, 2sliip^f ^0, 3 of 4^Uguns, 24 fri- 
gsftes, 31 .sfoops, 5 bomb vessels, 23 gun- 
" bri^ sailed on the late Expedition to 
** the Scheldt, having for its ob^ct the 
" capture or destruction of the enemy’s 
•'ships, either ^building at Anlwerp«o« 

" P'lushing, or afloat on thp SchelOt; the 
" destruction of jife arsenals and dock- 
" yards afAntw5rjf, Torneux, and Flush- 
" lUg; tthe reduction of the island of 
“ Walcheren; and the rendering, if pos* 

" sible, the Scheldt no longer navigable 
"for thips of war. • 

" 2. That Flushing surrendered on the 
" of August, whereby the reduction^ 
" of the vfand of Walcheren was coin^let- 
" ed : y&d that on the 27 th of August, all 
" attempts Oil th* fleet and arsenals of 
" the enemy at Antwerp were, by the 
" unanimous opinion of the beutenant- 
",generals, declared to be impracticablej 
" and were abandoned. 

" 3. That the destruction of, tlie basin, 
dock-yard, arsenal, magazines and naval 
" siore-houses^^Jif the town‘of Hushing, 

" and Such psfrt of the sea defences as 
" it was found proper to desj/oy, imving 
" been etlected on the 1 Ith December, 

" the island of Wakheren'^as on the 23d 
December evacuated by his Majesty’s 
" fortes, and the Expedition ended. 

"4. Xhat It does not appear to this 
" lfouse,that the failure of this Expedi- 
" tion is imputable to the conduct of the 
** army or the navy in the execution of 
" tfteir^instructioris, relative to the military 
" and ifaval operations in the Scheldt ' 
That on the of August a ma- 



79] PARL DEBATES^ Mabcr 20, 


** lignant disorder shewed itself amongst 
" his Majesty’s troops; and that, on the 
" Qlh of September, the number of sick 
5' amounted to upwards of 10,948 men. 

** 6. That it appears by the report of 
the physician appointed to investigate 
" the nature dnd causes-of the malady to 
"which his Majesty’s troops were thus 
" exposed, that the disease is one which 
prevails periodically in the islands of 
" Zealand, and is of peculiar malignity 
" there, and which constantly foljoifs a, 
"■k.'.v of season, appearing towards the 
" end ^of,summer, beconvng more severe 
"in the antunlhal months, .'declining, in 
October, and nearly ccasin^in Nov/i^- 
" bcr. That perfect recoveri^ ^re .Vare, 
"convalescence never secure, atur<|that 
•' the recurrence of fever quickly ^ays 
" the foundation of complaints which 
" render a lergc^proportion of the suf* 
" fevers inefficieM* Jnr future military fur- 
" poses. " 

**tl> That of the army which emba?rked 
" for service in the Scheldt, 60 Vifiicers 
"•^and 5*9^0 men, exclusive of those killed 
" by the cnemy» had diet^ before the Ist 
" pf February last, ?nd qo that day.2K 
oliiefirs and 11,269 men were reported 
" sick. * » 

"8. That the Expedhion to 4hc Scheldt 
was undertaken und^r' circumstances 
" which atl'ordcd no rational hope of ade- 
'' quate success, %nd at the precise season 
" of the year when the malignant disease 
" which has pijoved so fatal to his Majes- 
" ty’s brave troops was known to, be most 
" plevalent; and that the advivrs^of this, 
" ili-judgdd enterprize are, in tliU opinion 
" of this House, deeply responsibii^ for the 
" heavy calamities with which its tailurc 
** has been attended.” 

. There was also a second set of Resolu¬ 
tions, as follows, relating to the retention 
of the island of Walcheren:— 

“ 1. That lieut.-gen. Sir Eyre Coolc 
" having, on the yth of^igptember, been 
" lefl in^he commanc) of Wa]cht;=.';n, with 
" an armyvof about 15,000 mrji,’d{U, on 
" that day\niake an official report on 
" the state oY the isjand, the extent of 
f* force required eifectually to guard *it, 
" the nature and condition of its defences, 
" and the number of men then sick and 
" unfit for dufy; representing that after 
" such his exposition, his Majesty’s minis- 
" tors would be the > best judges qf the 
/< propriety or possibility of keeping the 
"island*; and adding, that thecadvan? 
" tages must be g^eat indeed which could 
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" c^pensate the loss of lives and treasure 
" wliich the retention must necessarily 
" occasion. 

" 2. That on the 23d of September, sir 
" Eyre*Coote stated to his Majesty’s mi- 
" nistersj that the alarming progress of 
" disease was such, that if it should conti- 
" nue in the same proportion for three 
" weeks longer (as he added there was 
every probability that it would), our 
possession of the island must become 
" very precarious. 

That on the 6th of October sir 
" lEyie Coote, after stating that the num- 
" bSr^of sick was increasing, and that the 
" eflecti^ force was thereby rendered so 
trivial, a* f*>*inakc the defence of the 
t" island if it A/4ld be attacked, extreme-. 
" ly precarious,JfVid CApress his anxiety to 
" be inform^^ of the intentions of his 
" Majesty’s governmt’^t as to the future 
" slate of Walcheren. 

" 4. That notwithstanding these, and 
" many other pressing representations, on 
" tlie alarming condhvon of the troops, 
" anU the danger to which they were ex- 
" posed, his Majesty’s ministers did neg- 
" led to come .to any decision until the 
" 4th o^ November, and tltat the final eva- 
" tluaWon of Walcheren did not take place 
" until tlie 23d of December. 

" 5. Tha‘ on the 10th of September, th® 
" number of sick in. the island of Wal- 
" cheren uas, exclusive of officers, 0,938; 
" and that the total number of sick cm- 
" barked for Englaiid, between the 15th 
" of September and the l6th of Novera- 
w^as 11,199, making in that period 
" an^^j^rease of sick of 4,208. 

" although the great object of 

" the Expediti'.m'^t^’bcen abandoned as 
" impracticable, a large f/i*oportion of the 
" British army was (without any urgent 
" or determined purpose in view, or any 
" prospect of national advantage to jus- 
" tify sucU a ibazard, or to compensate 
" suqh a sacrifice) left by his Majesty’s 
" ministers to the iminiiieiit danger of at- 
" tack from die enemy, and exposed dur* 
" ing a period of more than three months, 
" and under circumstances of aggravated 
" hardships, to the fatal ravages of a.di" 
" scase, which on the 3 Ist of August had 
" been officially announced to^be daily in- 
" creasing to a most alarming degree. 

"7. That such the conduct of his Ma- 
"jesty’s advisers, calls for the severest 
" censure of this Hrfuse.” 

The first R^lutiou having been read 
from* the Chair, 
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Lord Cttsilereash rose ana spoke as 
fellows: - ^ 

Mr. Speaker; From the share which I 
bore in the councils and execution of the 
measure, now under consideration, the 
House will not think it unnatural, that I 
should feel anxious to seize the earliest 
opportunity of submitting to them the 
grounds on which this Expedition was un¬ 
dertaken, and upon which I trust they 
will be of opinion, that it was not only 
justifiable, but imperiously called for by 
the strongest considerations of policy. 1 
feci that I caltnot discharge the task which 
my public duty and situation impose on 
me, without experiencing a large, .portion 
of the indulgence of the ^JLjuse. Th^ 
nature of the subject itself, uYid the cou/fe 

• which the noble lord *1/3 Very naturall^r 
pursued in his speech, fender it impossi¬ 
ble for me to compress wliaj 1 am bound 
to submit upon this occasion within a 
very narroAv compass. The task that I 
have to performs must be attended with 
additional difficulU'^ %s the greater part 

* of the subject is 0i ^ professional ijpture, 
to the discussion of which I come with 
peculiar circumstances of personal disquthL 
lihcation. Solicitous to save the time of 
the House, 1 shall discharge the ^\ty im¬ 
posed upon me as briefly as circumstances 
will permit; and shall iirincipally trust to 
the recollection of the.Ilouse with respect 
to the general import of the evidence re¬ 
corded on the Minutes, quoting those pas¬ 
sages only, which it appears to me to be 
essential to consider with precision, in 
order to come to a conclusive Judgpier]^ 
upon the case. I feel that 1 should 'be j 
guilty of ingratitude to the noble ijfd, if I 
did not express to him my personal acknow¬ 
ledgements for lhe*opportunity which his 
lordship, in tK*e discharge of his public 
duty, has afforded me of lading tlds im¬ 
portant transaction, in all its bearings, 
before the House and before the pub¬ 
lic. However the professional parts of 
the subject might, perhaps,, haves been 
more conveniently considered ^Dewhere 
and before another tribunaf, there is no 
other place than this House, ^hrre ' it 
would have been possible satisfactprily fo 
state the hature and objects of the Expedi¬ 
tion under discussion, to separate them 
from the mass of calumny and misrepre¬ 
sentation, with which they have been en¬ 
veloped, and to bring them to that point 
and iss^ in discussion upon which a ra¬ 
tional opinion may 6e formed concerning 
them. Had the case beeb reterred to 

VOU XYI. ‘ * . • 



another tribunal, the country would never 
have beeii persuaded that the accu^ haj 
elucidated those parts of the quetft!^ii» 
which might be considered as premng#it& 
most force upon the government. It is 
only to that political hostility which is in¬ 
terwoven in OUT constitution that the pub¬ 
lic can look with confidence, on occasions 
like the present, for the full and rigid exa¬ 
mination of such a question. 1 trust the 
House will do me the justice to admit, . 
that I have not personally shrunk from en¬ 
quiry; or been backward in bringing for¬ 
ward every description of inforviufl'Sn, 
which could thrSw light ppon the matter 
in issue; and* without imputing to the noblq 
l(dU^ or txi those who have acted with 
him,^*qny'^irit as actuating their proceed¬ 
ing of which 1 am entitled or disposed to 
complain, I think I may venture to assumfc 
that the character^of tjie^accpper has not 
beep so entirely merged iffmat of the 
judge, as to just^y«?p{frehensioii in the 
minds of the public, that the argupients on 
the Yvhole inatmr have not been pressed 
with ^ery degree qf hostility necessary 
for the investigation of truth, it Didst 
also be satisfastoiy to* them to find that 
Vhatever difieivnee^may have prevailed 
with respect to the propriety of excluding 
strangers from th^ House, during the pro¬ 
gress of the endbify, scarcely a sentence 
naji beeivutteiea which does not appear on 
the printed minutes of the evidence, t be¬ 
lieve on no former occasion has an ea- 
quiryebeen conducted in a manner more.^ 
creditable to those engaged in it, or better 
calcujkted to bring the whole subject, 
into view'.—Not a single question has been 
stoppedj^and on very fewhas any discussion 
taken ^ace.—I taust therefore I may as¬ 
sume, that the whole has been brougnt to 
a fair issue, and if in opening to the House 
op this day the considerations which hawe 
influenced my own conduct, 1 express my¬ 
self ilia tone of confidence,of whichT 
cannot divest my mind, in retracing the 
course which 1 have pursued, 1 hope the 
House,will not attribute it, to any feeling 
of ufibdcuming presumption, or above at] 

‘JO any unwillingness to submit myself 
with ail deference tp theiivj'udginent 
•* Having stated thus much as to the situap* 
tiondn which* the dfscussion now stands^ 
aifti to the manner in which it has been 
brobght* before the HousI, I cannot re¬ 
frain from observing on the smgulari^ of 
the ^sue, on which parliament is called 
upon practically lo deckle* I susare jtht 
noble lord, that 1-have no dinidsitUMi to 
G 
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decline dny species of discussion, thot can 
be raised ttpoh the subject, when 1 express 
my belief of its being altogether a novel 
proceedibg to call upon uie House of 
Cooiindtis to decide not upon the merits of 
a'military operation, which has been ac¬ 
tually tried afid has failed, but to pro¬ 
nounce a speculative opinion whether if 
the force allotted for the main object of 
tllre Expedition,viz. the attack on Antwerp, 

* had reached its destination, during the pe¬ 

riod within which its arrival was r^^son- 
ably to be expected, it would or would 
Jiot ha^e been successful ;^the government 
is called upon ti^answ^er not fpr an £xpe- 
fiedition the principal object otwhich b'fts 
been defeated upon trial, but for (^ne which 
in its ultimate object has never^efenVjed 
at all. An hon. member (Mr. Whitbread) 
said upon a former occasion, in describing 
the impoteAc^f^of the attack and the power 
of the enemy ttyepel it, that the lion of 
Frante had swept' bfS. the fly with a 
lasb^of his tall, but he ought to recotject, 
that it was nht the strength'of the eiicmy, 
tl)at swept us oil'; it was the force of the 
elements, that first, thrust us aside from 
our object, and the <wer\vftfclming poweit 
9f mise^se, that at a later period of the 
operations, stoAd bet^veen us and their 
accomplishment. Tbe»,chief, object of 
the Expedition was the redaction of Ant¬ 
werp and the capture oF the ‘enemy's 
fleet ahd arsenals, and the practicability 
of our^succcss mainly depended on the 
speedy arrival of our Expedition at %and- 
fleet. • , 

• Qpr arrival there early or Au¬ 

gust constituted two distinct caste, w'hich 
must never be confounded in a^ument 
or decision. As matters turned out the opera¬ 
tions against Antwerp, &c. never were fair¬ 
ly brought to the test. In stating this Iwish 
not to evade the discussion of the question 
evenonupeculative or probable grounds, I 
am tvillingio meet those who condemn the 
operation, on, any principles of argument* 
they may chuse to adopt^i 1 have courted 
the investigation of this question dot loss 
from a sense of duty, than from a delibe¬ 
rate and thorough conviction, that the 
merits ofthe Expedition stand on a rock npt 
to be shaken. 1 bavoeven gone out of my 
Way to point the attention ofthe lIoasc!,tu 
YieWs ofthe subject, which might be con- 
iiidered as pressing wifli peculiar weight 
bpon myself, being fully satisfied that thp . 
grodttds upon which my colleague# and !j 
Myself have acted were wise in theifiselves, 
^d^vrisinng to owe no part of myjustifl- 
eation to reserve q* concealments 
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Before I state the grounds on which the 
measure was originally taken up and pro* 
secuted by his Majesty’s government, it is 
necessaryfor metoadvertto the professional 
opinions called for upon this subject and 
which are now before the House, and to exa¬ 
mine whether those opinions, under the cir- 
cumstancesinwhichthey were required and 
given, were .such as ought to have induced 
ministers to abandon the object, which they 
had in view ; these opinions consisted of 
five mUitary opinions, given by the Com- 
mairddFin Chief and the prij^cipal officers 
of'his staff. Wiien my sentiments with 
respect to the etlect of those opinions, 
were ctfile'd for by a (question in the Com- 
initlee, 1 was not desirous of ultimately 
•evading the ex^fl/njalion of those opinions, 
but of reserving fiJr more ample discussion, 
than could be comprised in an answer to 
a question putUu me a wuu**ss, a Consi¬ 
deration that must obyhiusly be mailer of 
reasoning rather than of evidence. And 
here I must freely ^acknowledge, that had 
it not been for spccial^invumstances, which 
1 shal^'presently explain, it is probable that 
1 should not have been enabled to bring 
CTefore the House any written military 
opinions^jUt all.* 1 make this confessiou 
wikfi leKjs hesitation, because I never can 
admit the principle of its being obligatory 
on govej'inncnt to'^ undertake no cxpedl- 
tionagainst the enemy^ without being pos¬ 
sessed previously of written opinions from 
military authorities.—OA former occa¬ 
sions of this nature,-I am free to cou- 
fess, that I should not have been enabled to 
any such sanction for the mea- 
surcLj.pursued.—In the instances of the 
operatidns against the Cape ofGood Hope, 
against Copenhag^Mi/iagainst Martinique, 
against Guadalodpc, and. those for .ex¬ 
pelling the enemy from Portugal, I thought 
it my duty to oring those operations under 
the consideration of government, and to 
issue the orders for their execution, un¬ 
doubtedly not tVithout much communica- 
tibn (oAference with military authori¬ 
ties, butcertaiplywithouttaki ngor thinking 
it necessary to call For any formal opinion 
ip writing'. And why? because I consi¬ 
dered the opinion of military ruen, given 
freely in discussion, to be infinitely more 
advantageous than any more ^regular or 
formal opinion, which they would feel 
^hemselres authorised to give upon any 
specific and precise case that I could state 
for tlicir consideration, the technical d'is- 
tinction • wh^ch oflicers take between 
military opiniohs given formally in writ- 



89} PARL. BSBATESi^ March SeMd^*^ [8^ 

ing, and those ‘which may be collect- hU Majesty’s^overninent ought tO; 
ed from them in conversation and dis- alone responsible.—It is not on tlds. 
cussion, will be best understood by re- countless the duty of ministers to resort 
ferencc to lord Chatham’s evidence; lord the advice of professional meu^ and to^ 
Chatham says that his opinion wrs never [ avail themselves of their experience aud 
given formally as an oiTicerj on the ^ information^ but certainly this duty can- 
Expedition to the Scheldt, and why ? Is not executed in the best^ractical man- 
it to be supposed that lord Chatham was ner by Galling on persons of that descrip- 
never consulted upon the Expedition; or tion to answer dry and imperfect cases 
will it be imagined that lord Chatham stated in writtn^.—It is,the same in other 
did not approve of the Expedition r No, professions, for instance in that of the law, 
it was because^his Majesty's government I the ti^le of an estate may be open to ob- 
bad the adviyatage of lord Chatham*^ opi- Ejections, and yet those objections mayJj^e 
nion in a better and more satisfactory of such a nature^as nut materially •tcToe- 
mode. If it were the object of a govern- tract from t|}e value of the property; if 
ment to protect themselves against re- t|^ case on such a title were rt^efred Im 
spoiisibility, then assuredly they would counsel, his answer on strict legal ^ouod^ 

. not move a step without formal written mi^st necessarily be that the title is not 
opinions, but if without desiring to ^oiS good one; nevertheless speaking practl'i 
the responsibility which •belongs to their calJy he might not hesitate to represent 
situations, and fqpm whieh it is their the purchase as ^ligibld^ to be- 

lirst duty not to shrink, they wished only come himself the purclj|i$er of the estate, 
to obtain railit^^y information, there is against bis own jirOt&ssional opiniom—In 
no mode less likc1y#4:o anbrd it, than tbe^resent ca^, where suppositions are 
. that of calling ^'ritten opinions, nor put t# geiirtral Calvert, of the w'orfts at 
any method better calculated to produce Antwerp being imperfect, or the garri^n 
it, than those conversations in which ini- inadequate, and he is asked hoif far Els 
litary men, divested of responsibility, wm judgment of ^he probability of success 
freely detail alt the grounds en which w!& influencecT by those circun^taim^i^ 
their sentiments and views arc founded, his observation iipmediately is, v thpse 
The distinction here takpn must be obvious: are consitjeratiojpi /or the government tg 
when a military cascris put upon paper judge of, withwvhich as a military roan 
it must be stript of till probabilities and I Van JTave nothing to do, my military 
coniingciicies, and stated in as strict a opinion can only be founded upon t|ip 
manner as u legal case would be staled supposition that the place is in a pro^ 
to a lawyer. C.m it b(^supposed that the per state of defence, adequately garri- 
varidus circumstances upon which the soned, and that the govviiiot and garrison 
policy, or impolicy of a militarj'^ operatidh will-fftf their duty. Having stated to the. 
hinges, can be ascertained with^. suclf House,^ the reasons w'hy I .sbquld nqt 
accuracy previous to a decision on its liave ^It it necessary on any general 
expediency ns to aduiit of tlicir being ac- principles of mi^stcrial practice to call 
curatcly ilotai^ed and enumerated as pre- for written opinions from the. niilitary 
miscs from which a conclusion is to be officers who were consulted, I mast noy 
drawn; either the case must bd stated Stale the special grounds, upon whiett 1 
only upon such facts as are known upon was induced to do so in the pre^nt in- 
clcar and positive information, and the! stance. The attentinA of the goverq- 
answer to it must consequently exclude*^ ment had been directed for^a considcrablis 
all probabilities and contidgeigiies; *or time to tlie grqwing naval power of 
what is merely probable and couthigent eneeny in the Scheldt; in considering 
must be assumed as certain, in which case ^the lines of operation by'which 
the opinion would be given ujfcn erroue- be assailed, two only suggested 
ous datay and would probably be'falsified gelrcs for decision, viz/either 9 
by the event.—It^ Lkis therefore been my ment across* Flanders to Antwerp,; a^r 
official piHictice, so far froin*cndeavouriug landing at Ostend, pr a conjoint 
to shift responsibility upon points of this dition 4)y the Scheldt with % vleW- gf 
nature from my own shoulders, to relieve landing a considerable force high^ up 
officers as far as possible from any parfi the river as near .to Antwerp a.^ ppuibl'e* 
cipatibn in it; the* responsibility,of the lathe many conver^iiops i^hich toqfc 
execution belongs to them, l>ht for the place* on tbi.s subject previous to a djB-^ 
propriety of embarking ih the uudertaking cisiop, it indj^utabb coj 
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derable difficulties must attend either of 
these opisrs^ons, but it appeared that the 
impedtoienis to that by which the army 
must croM Flanders from Ostend, were 
the more serious, if not absolutely insur- 
iQOuntabie; to bring the question dis¬ 
tinctly to a pdint, I thought it material 
to obtain tne professional opinion of 
the commander* in chief upon this 
part of the subject, in order that (if 
* adverse) the admiralty might proceed 
on their part to form a decisive opinion 
bo^H far the conjoint operation by the 
Scheldt, ^hich depended, on the power 
of the navy to ]£nu the army cat Santfleet, 
or was not practicable.—answer 
of the commander in chief, whb^b may be 
considered as conclusive against the ope¬ 
ration by Ostend, was received by me on 
the 3d of June,qnd was immediately com- 
municateoT^.the ddmirSlty for their con¬ 
sideration, this pradi^fcd their memoranda 
of thh 9th and 19th of June, in. which the 
nav^l lords declare their professional opi* 
nion and undertake to carry t(ie armhment 
up the West Scheldt/to land the army at 
SantilcS and to bring it od'^ain, provided 
one bank of the river ^houU be in our p^os*« 
sesSiona—It may be necessary here to ob¬ 
serve, that my letter of the 29th May only 
called for the opiniomof^the commander 
in chief, and that it was his instance, 
and not at mine, that the opinioiTs of the 
officers of his staff were obtained.—How 
far tbqpe opinions were intended (p be 
official and to bje of a produceable nature 
it is not for me to say, but I certaijgjy am 
■extremely happy, that they have oeen 
brought into view, as they have served to 
put the question upon jis true issue at the 
outset, and have shewn tuat this was not an 
operation which his Majesty's ministers 
thought themselves entitled to undertake 
in contemplation of certain and complete 
success, but an attempt which they consi¬ 
dered themselves bound in duly to prose¬ 
cute upon a balance of its advantages and 
risks.—The officers whoegave thei> opi¬ 
nions appear by the evidence to have<(leli- 
vered them under the impression that an 
Expedition to ^he Scheldt had (in prin¬ 
ciple at least) been previously decidotj 
upon; a mistake iifto whibh Ihey jnay 
very naturally have fallen fn^m observing 
the preparations for service that^wer^ in 
A. the earnestness with 

, , irhich the investigation of the subjeej wac 
pursued, but 1 can assure the Hou$e that 
ihe Expedition was not finally determined 
upon by the King^ government till the 
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QUt of June.—It is true that on the Ulh 
of June his Majesty's authority was re* 
ceived for holding the force in readiness 
for immediate embarkation, orders for 
which tVere signified in my letter to the 
commander in chief of the 18th of that 
month, but it was not until the decision of 
the admiralty of the 19th of June upon the 
landing at S'antiluet was received that the 
final determination of ministers was^taken 
and submitted to the King.—In referring 
to these opinions, that of the Commander 
in Chief naturally first attraUs attention, 
not only as coming from a person in high 
official situation, but as carrying with it 
great authority from the military leputa* 
t\Bn and character of the individual by 
it was given. It is natural for those 
who argue against the expediency of this 
operation to corftend that ministeis ought 
to have been discouraged by the opinion 
in question, but admitting all the weight 
to which the sentiments rf the commander 
in chief are entitled, 1 am prepared to 
maintain that this is iIOl the conclusion 
fairly^io be drawn from his opinion.— 
^ter examining the ohjeettuns to the 
deration by Ostend, he proceeds as fol¬ 
lows. V'lt therefore appears that the ad¬ 
vance through Flanders is attended with 
very great difficulties, and that at any 
rate a rehirn by the'Schcldt ia most expe¬ 
dient and eligible, it* would follow also 
that the attack should he directed from 
that side, and be a combined naval and 
land operation, the detail of which must 
be well considered and arranged by both 
^services."—I must stop here to observe 
that it is not possible to conceive if the 
operation, alluded to, had been consider¬ 
ed by the Comraa/idcr in Chief as either 
impracticable in itself or ii/Hconsistent with 
the principles of military prudence, that he 
would have been disposed to point it out 
as requiring consideration and arrange¬ 
ment, it would hqve been more n'ltural lor 
lii^ra tq have,applied to it tliat language of 
disapprabation and of protest, which cha¬ 
racterises the^ former part of his opinion 
relative to the march from Ostend, and 1 
certainly Teel myself entitled tostate, with- 
outthrowing upon the Commander in Chief 
the smallest re^ponsibiLity, with respect to 
the policy o^the late Expedition ; that in 
none of the various communications held 
' with him by me on this subject, did 1 under¬ 
stand him professionally to remonstrate 
against it, as an operation, in which the 
force of £he couj^itry would be improperly 
exppded. With respect to the parMculfur 
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buftrd which the armament might incur, 
the Commander in Chief proceeds to ob¬ 
serve, " In whatever way Antwerp is to 
be approached or taken, the service is 
one of very great risk, and in wAich the 
safe return of the army so employed may 
be very precarious from the opposition 
made and the length of time consumed 
in the operation, which enables the ene¬ 
my to assemble in a short time a great 
force from every part of the Nctherl mds 
and Holland, and even from Westphalia^ 
by the course of the Rliine as well as from 
the frontiers of France.’^—Here the risk 
in the contemplation of the Commander 
in Chief is obviously depending altogether 
upon the means which the enemy mjgtit^ 
possess of assembling* a force upon.'Ant¬ 
werp during the progress of the service. 
What these means were, did not constitute a 
question to be decided by proft'ssional 
judgment, but cou^ only be collected 
from the inform«tioir received concerning 
the number and 3dftription of troops 
which the enen^' tlten had in the coun¬ 
tries adjacent to the Scheldt; it was 
for government and not for the Coa^> 
mander in Chief to decide on the nature 
and authenticity of that inforrftation. 1 
shall be prepared to contend hcreSfter 
that the enemy's force was not such during 
any period or the operation down to its 
close, and even subsequent to the time 
wiihin which tjtje accomplisliinent of all 
our objects might ha\e been icasonably 
expected, as could have essentially en¬ 
dangered the safety of the army eif]^ 
ployed. 1 trust thriefore it will appear 
that the only lemark in the reporuof the 
Commander in Chief which can be con¬ 
sidered as adverse to the undeitriking re¬ 
fers entirely*to a contingency, which 
never actually existed during the tjite ser¬ 
vice, and that it cannot therefore be taken 
as an authority against the Judgment 
formed by the King's .government upon, 
this subject. The next opinion wmch 
has been relied upon as decisive gainst 
the undertaking, is, that df colonel Gor¬ 
don. In any comment I ha^ to ofiPer 
upon that opinion, 1 wish to speak of it 
With th^ respect 1 entertain for that offi¬ 
cer ; 1 consider the same observation to 
bo applicable to his opinion ’which 1 ap¬ 
plied to that of the Commander in Chief^ 
viz. that he would hardly have wasted ifis 
militajy ingenuity in contriving modes by 
which the governnSent might pe enabled 
10 carry forward opera^iems, which bad 
defiance to all known maxims of military' 
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prudence. After disposmg of the project 
of operating by Ostend, Colonel Gordon 
proceeds to state the sei ond ^mode fbr 
consideration is the maritime operatidd 
fur acting with our land force from our 
ships of war on the ban]p» of the river 
Scheldt. It is imagined that the disem¬ 
barkation ofthe troops might he protected 
as high as Sandvliet, wnicb is within 20 
miles of Antwerp, if ‘his could be done 
and a landing in some force effected at 
Sandeliet, it might be possible to march 
direct upon Antwerp, at the sanrye 
that a corps endeavourec^ to take posses* 
Sion of the* forts and hattoHes upjm tlus, 
r#ver, and,that the boats of the fleet well 
manned, ^rtned, and towing launches 
wkh troops proceeded with the tide 
direct to the city. That this would be 
most desperate enterpn^^e coj^d not be 
doubted, and that in life atsHnpt whether 
successful or othenyse € very large pro¬ 
portion of our ndt^al and m^iiarv means 
would be put t» innninent hazard, but it 
appeSrs to &e an entrrprize of less risk, 
and one which coul? be bi ought ti^an ear¬ 
lier issue and attended with less *expence 
‘th^n that whi‘»li been considered in 
the first part of this jiaper," No# I beg 
leave to contend'»hat cofonci Gordon's 
Miggcstion of tffe*e]iterprize being des¬ 
perate js ref&rSbJc to his own plan of 
operations as suggested in this paper, and 
not to that which it wafin the contempla¬ 
tion either of his Majesty's ministers or of 
those who were charged with the conduct of 
the deration, tu carry into effect. 1 
perfectly concur with colonel GArdon 
ihat th'' project of embarking*a force in 
launches and endeavouring to pass them 
with the tide lip to Antwerp with a view 
of taking that city by storiu on the side 
pf the river, befori (he works were either 
r.arried or on the point of being carried 
'hy an army on the land side, wimld have 
been not only a desperate, but an almost 
impracticable undertaking; more especi¬ 
ally ip the state of.thc enemy's defences 
betVe^n the forts of Lillo and Liefken- 
•shoeik, but it would be doing great in¬ 
justice to colonel jQordosi's military opi- 
,tiion, to suppose, (hat he meant to assert, 
independent of all considerauon of reta* 
ttve fon;e,tkat the lauding a considerable 
cefrps at Sandvliet with a view to an ad¬ 
vance by land on Antwerp must necessa- 
riij^ be a desperate enterprize; that such 
would not have been the case h^ been es¬ 
tablished by the evidence of e^ery 
cer examined befpreyUte Committed ^ tit 
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William Erskibe is the only officer who 
contends that a landing so late even as 
the 25ih of August would have exposed 
the army to risk ; all concur in opinion 
that an advance on Ant\\erp euly in Au¬ 
gust might have been effected uith per¬ 
fect facility, knd without the enemy's 
having the po-ver to assv-mble any con- 
• aiderable force to oppose us in the field ; 
bow long the opciaiion might have been 
'prosecuted and with what prospect of 
success It would have been attcnded*'arc 
questions, which 1 shall have to 
argue hereafter; but that this enterprize 
woul.^Jjave been in its naturae most des¬ 
perate is refuted by the whole purrent 
the evidence, and is pointedly ^denied by 
the tjuartei* master general of the aripy 
in his answer to t!ic following question 
put to him^n tha^t < ubjee t. “ Q. Supposing 
the operatioo*^oi rtiuni^ny to have been 
conducted with *iie^ne pucaulions, do 
you c'onsidcr that the ^tVurily ul the army 
was Iimprovidently from otbc 

nature ofthecnterpri/.? itself Ido*^iut." 
It«is imoossible then ib nuderstond redo- 
nel Gordon's roasouing to^apply to the 
yase upon v\hich Uic^lbvi^e has aclnally* 
to aecihe.—Colonel ChfidtU nas cdlKd 
upon for his ideas upAii the suh]cct by 
the Commander in Chihf, aniLha^ sub¬ 
mitted to h.rn a &Mgge<. ^n on whn h 
he reasons ; his rcasjniu" appears gr- 
nerally corrcctv iU opidied to the view 
of the question which was iaducod to 
take; but it can I.\ no means bo c 
dcTcd as having a*iy' ju'>t ii|)plic.^t»pn to 
that^upon whu h i.iO FApedition^ wa> 
ultimately tindcrtal.cn. 1 shall imt think 
it necessary to detain the House ii< com¬ 
menting minutely upon the tliroeother mil i- 
tary opinions; viz, l h ose cl gc ii. Calvert, gen. 
Brownrigg, and gon. Hope ; it i-s enough 
to remark, that as gen. Biowungg and 
gen. Hope both poutcniplate a coup-d^ 
main against AuH^erp under certain fa¬ 
vourable circumstances ?s possihV, th.oir 
opinions can scarcely be relied upon as 
conclusive against the practicability ol 
such a measure ; neither can gon* Calvert, 
be considered <to stating it, who sums 
up his opinion in these* words, The ser¬ 
vice would be hazatdous ahd the trpops 
employed in it be exposed taionsideraMe 
risk, but 1 humbly conceive the o^eradon 
in tills point of view does not present the 
aame manperablu diQicullies which I must 
b0 of opinion would attend an attemptato 
(be same service by a dobackation 
at or in the viciui^ of Ostend and by a 


movement from thence to the point of at¬ 
tack/'—I must also observe that both gen. 
Brownrigg and gen. Hope in thejr opinions 
bring strongly into view the advantages to 
whiclithe cBurt might lead, even without 
'attaining complete success; viz. those of 
a diversion in favour oi'Austria, and the 
capture of Walchcrcn, on the importance 
of which 1 shall have to speak hereafter. 
•—In quoting and reasoning upon the opi¬ 
nions of these distinguished officers, 1 beg 
,it may be considered that I do not refer to 
them as giving such couiUeuauce to 
the undertaking as to bring upon them 
the slightest professional responsibility ; 
they felt it to be their duty, as no 
(feubt it was, to point the attention of 
‘gpv)^nnient to the difficulties of such 
an attempt. AVith such opinions before 
them, from quarters so respectable, it 
became the duty of ^^vcinment fully to 
ueigU the nature am^f magnitude of the 
difficultii s with whic.i (hpy would have to 
combat. It rested w^ili the King’s ministei s 
u(M«n their own resporvik% lily ultimately to 
:»()pu*^iite and decide on those difficuiiics, 
^miiKisdid not disguise (torn themselves 
hial the obstacle^ to suuo'^s woic serious 
1*1 their ivt'iir, but at the b une nine tliey 
( otisJ not < on^ider tlieni as iiiMipcuble, oi 
suth I'.in Ih* ir )uc4;ment “bould piecludo 
the mienqit.—h cannot be expected that 
at liisianre ol thiif I should iuiiiish 
thu IJou&e will) detiih.d Ntatements of ail 
the proceedings adopteJ by government 
with a view to the invesiig.Uimi of the sub¬ 
ject; bii’ it w'lll be rpcollccicd they liud 
5lie advantage of two professional opinions 
within the labinet, tliey had repeated 
communications with professional aiithn- 
rities in both sei vices, they weic possessed 
of much information respecting the sttUe 
of the enemy', and I ihcicfore contend 
that they were justitied in forming their 
own decision upon the subject, and that 
1 am entitled in. defending that decision 
to consider the question as not disposed 
of uponAlic authoiit^ of written opinions, 
but as still nzmaining open to fair cx- 
aiti'nation.—That it has not been the prac¬ 
tice in former times for ministers to frame 
their decisions in all cases upon wiitten 
opinions, and to consider themselves as 
precluded frdm all defence ofitheir con¬ 
duct unless they could produce opinions 
•f that description in jqjitilication of their 
measures, 1 apprehend may be established 
from a reference to the history of every 
former administration. In support of thU 
position, 1 should wish to refer the gentle- 
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men on the other side of the House to the 
expcrioDce of their own administration, as 
likely to have most weight in their judg- 
menr. 1 beg it may be understood that in 
referring to their military operatieiis, 1 do 
not Vi \bh to do it invidit usly; whatever dif¬ 
ference of opinion nny have prerailcd on 
those subjects attlietime, and whatever 
may liave been the merits or demerits of 
those measures, I am perfectly prepared to 
admit, that errors into which they may 
liave fallen, can form no jiistiQcation for 
niy condu(^, or that of my late col- 
Icjaufs, and I certainly do not wish to 
advert to their failures as giving me any 
claim to forbearance on their part on 
the present occasion. 1 fed the le.ss 
disposed unnecessarily to urge anyjjer-* 
suiiai argument with respect to the right 
hon. gent, opposite (Mr. Windham,) as 
I know no indivklual in the contests of 
political life, who^s hi'usclf a more ge- 
nciitii,-. <*pponeut. Ije is entitled to the 
more coll^ic’eraTftf^■lUi’om the line of 
conduct N\hich«he^has pursued on re- 
((111 orca'^ioin, when ah hough acting in 
uppohiiion 1o the government, he .did 
not hciit.itc to do justice to those iranl^ 
actions, winch were cortnecicch with the 
fame and glory of the countiy'in war, 
and which being prajsed and honoured 
as they deserved were calculated to 
excite and augment the military ener¬ 
gies of the enipii4. Hut I should wish 
to ask the righf hon. gent, whether the 
government of which lie formed a part, 
svheA they determined upon the Expe¬ 
dition to the Dardanelles, had pre%'iou$l^ 
leceived the written opinion of the illus-* 
trious person then at the head of the 
army, or of other military authorities, in 
favour of the* practicAbility of such an 
operation? Ami to understand that full 
informatum had been in that caCSe pre¬ 
viously cullcLted of the preci.se amount 
and conditiuii of the force from which 
opposition might be e^Jpected ? of the 
exact state of the enemy's of flie 

position of the arsenal of Qmstantidople ? 
of the ditliculty <tf passing and repassmg 
the Dardanelles ? And that %pon Uie 
case, so stated, ininistcrs had received the 
sanction of professional judgment for 
sending a. naval force unsupported by an 
army, to undertake the service in ques¬ 
tion. Will the right hon. gcnllemqp 
have the goodnek to inform the Plousc, 
Under^he sanction cf what milita^ opi¬ 
nion they acted, when thgy employed a 
corps of British troopsf not exceeding 
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10,000 men, in the river Plate, for the 
purpose of effecting not the deliverance^ 
but the conquest of that great portion of 
the conlinenl of South America? Ani 
when with similar, views they sent a 
corps of not half tliat strength to circum¬ 
navigate the globe, to reduce Chili, and 
to open a military communication across 
the Andes with the fiTrce which was to • 
carry on its operations on the side of 
Buenos Ayres. Was all this undertaken* 
piccise information previously'ob¬ 
tained, and were military men previoiAsly 
consulted upon the practicability df suen 
an ahempt,? If so, I siYoiild 6c edad to 
^*c the wiitten opinions upon whicBnircSj 
operations were undertaken. I am not 
aware that such opinions as 1 have de¬ 
scribed, exist, and certainly never found 
any such in the records of the department 
which I lately ftlled.* fltja^ot my in- 
toRtion to contend, th^ the absence of 
such sanction ovcffbli^hcs the impolicy 
of jjhe opcrjtiqps alluded to7 I only/cfer 
to tliAt circtimstance os an illustration of 
the practice of goveriinieiit upon the sub¬ 
ject, and Jay in my, claim to ffave my 
conduct judged of by its own mcrit^ 
arrtl not to be concremned because I RaV% 
not considered myself aff*fettcred by a 
.system wjiich persuaded never can 
be strictly purged without the most es- 
setitinl prejudice to the interests of the 
public service. I must also contend 
against the principle which hjs been 
mainTained in argument, that government 
cnnngt he justified in dudertaking any 
opertfffbn, the practicahility of whicb 
has not been previously established on 
a fulI|Qnd minute examination at home of' 
all the possible ^reum^tanecs on which 
success may turn. 1 apprehend that 
this never has been, and never can be 
A wise principle of conduct for any great 
country to act upun,'least of all for Great 
Britain, whose prospects of advantage in 
war so peculiarly rest upt^n the energy 
and eiiterprize oj* her operations. I am sure 
thaUsneh w'as not ih^ rule ofaction by which 
the late lord Chatham w'as guided ia 
any of the expeditions undertaken by hioa 
during the conduft of1h.it war, which 
raised the military -glory of this country 
t9 so high aj>itch. In oider to shew that 
loEd Cifetliam consirlerod the practicabi¬ 
lity of an opeiatioii to be a point, which 
,might often most properly remain to be , 
declUod on the spot, by the judgment and 
observation of the omcer, to whom th^ 
command was entrusted, i shall read to 
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the House aa- extract from the instructft)ns 
prepared by that great man, under wKich 
the Expedition to Rochfort in thd year 
175ti was conducted. " And whereas we 
are persuaded, that nothing in the present 
sitK^tibn of affairs, can so speedily and 
^enliaily aim<?y and di*sti'ess France as a 
successiut enterprize against Rochfort: 
bur will and pleasure is, that you do at¬ 
tempt, as far as shall be found practicable, 
r a descent with the forces under your com- 
maod on the French coast, at or near 
Rochfort, in order to attack if practicfd>ie, 
'aiuT'byca vigorous impression force that 
place; and to bu*'n and dostroy to the ut- 
tyo<*"" ^ ^our power, all docks/ magazines, 
arsenals, and shipping, that shall be fouiiU 
there, and cxirt such other etfoiis, as you 
shall jt:idge most proper for annoying 
the rnemy. After the attempt at Roch- 
fori shall e-rher have sqccceded or failed, 
and in case thef circumstances of our forces 
and f\eet shall, w'lthi^l^ospcct of success, 
still admit of further operations, you are 
next*to consider Pf>rt L’Oi*lent. and B*JVir- 
deaux as the most iipportant objects of 
ouf arass on the coast of France; and 
our will and pleasure a'cnr‘'iiigly is, that 
youido proceed successively t<» an attempt' 
on both or either of those places, as shall 
be judged practicable;* or on any other 
place, that shall be juAge^i most advise- 
able, from Bourdeaux homeward tp Havre, 
in order to carry and spread with as 
much rapidity as may be, a warm alarm 
along the maritime provinces oi p'rahce.’* 
-r-The House will here observe that the 
expression “ if practicaby** oct^ys in 
every poin^t of the instructions, and in 
order more distinctly to shew, hoiy fatal 
in lord Chatham's judgnrint it would prove 
to the welfare of the servicc»,if ministers at 
home were bound to foresee and to decide 
upon all the possible contingencies inci^ 
dent to operations abroad, 1 shall take 
the liberty of diawing the attention of the 
House to an extract from a letter from 
ur J. Mordauftt, the commander in chief 
of that expedition, to lord Chatham pre¬ 
vious to its departure, in the answer to 
which, not without some degree of rebuke 
to that officer, lord Chatham's t>pinions on 
this question are distinctly^ laid duwiT.i 
The extract from sir iJ, Mordaunt’s letter 
U as follows.^*' 1 must also beg leave 
to trouble you Tunher on a matter which 
occurs to me relative to the service 1 am 
going hpon; which is, that having ^fince” 
arrival here conversed with sir &lw&vd 
^wko and vice ^dmiral Knowles^ who 
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both seem of opinion, that it is possible^ 
from the nature of the navigation to Rocih- 
fort/ the fleet may be detained even in 
sight of the coast of Prance for a week or 
l^ten dnys^ without being able to get into 
.the Road, or off the Isle d'Aix, during 
which time an alarm will necessarily be 
given in those parts; this conjuncture and 
situation, if it should happen, appears to 
me so very' delicate, and equally so to the 
other general officers on the expedition, 
who may, by accident, succeed to be first 
*in cummimd, and come to be under the 
same difficulty, (the success df oqr under¬ 
taking depending, as I apprehend, on the 
suddenness of its execution) that I should 
b£ glad, if it is'thought proper, to have a 
direction, how 1 am to act in that case.*'-— 
Mr IPitt's reply is ih the following words; 
** With legard to ihe supposed case ais 
5>tated in your letter, 1 am commanded by 
the king to signify bv'you his majesty’s 
pleasure, that you, o; such other officer, 
on whom the comtnabtl.^jay devolve, do, 
in conformity to tttli'latitudG given by his 
majesty's instructions’juh^e of the practi¬ 
cability of the service on the spot, accord- 
ip'g' as contingent events, and particular 
circumstances may require; the king 
judging if highly prejudicial to the good 
of nis service to give particulai* orders 
and directions with regard to possible 
contingerft cases, thV may arise.''—^The 
Rrime principle will be/ound to have go¬ 
verned lord Chatham's',conduct in all 
the operations of the subsequent year, 
viz. those against St. Maloes, against 
Cherbourg and St. Cas. Neither lord 
Chatham’s principles nor failures ever 
excited the animadversion of parliament. 
Lord Chatham's conduct was never ques¬ 
tioned, he was not considered as having 
acted unwisely in sending forth expeBi- 
ditions. which tliough unsuccessful were 
calculated todistress and annoy the enemy, 
and to divert their force from oppressing 
our allies. The conduct of sir J. Mordaunt 
Wi^s ar*aignejri both before a court of in- 
quiry.aiAl h court martial, but that of lord 
Chatham, or df his colleagues, was never 
onte que^ioned in the parliament of that 
da*y. Ip what I have hitherto submitted 
to the House, I do not feel thdt 1 have 
yet established any thing in favour of the 
policy of the conduct pursued ; ^Iny object 
,nas been merely to rebut those inferences^ 
tfbich would deprive me of a fair hearing j 
and as 1 conceive I have sati.sfqctoriTy 
proved there is nothing in the mili¬ 
tary opiuionf* before the Houses when 
• ‘ ‘ 7 
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carefully examined and fairly understood*, ciency of the armament itself hat ceased 
which can justify any man in bringing to be matter of controversy. It hat 'alio 
them forvTjird as conclcisive in point of an* been established in evidence* that all the 
thority against me* so* I trust*, 1 have also equipments of the army were completer, 
shewn* that the course pursued bj^govern- that every man proceeding on the EnmedU 
ment ill investigating and deciding upon' tion was eflhctire and fit for duty; und 


the present Expedition* has been con 
sistent with the best practice of tho best 
time*;, and that if it varies from that prac¬ 
tice in a^ respeet* it is rather that the 
present Expedition has been taken up, 


that at no former period *of our history ' 
has an armament been assembled for 
service more perfect ift all its parts* or. 
one reflecting more credit on all the de¬ 
partments employed in its preparation.-^* 


upon a more deliberate examination of^ It further been distinctly proved* 4hat 

r .1 I lli. n. .. .1 .ir.***..-** 


circumstanc%3, than has marked former 
enterprizes* in which the arms of the 
country have been engaged. 1 hope 
therefore, that I may be permitted lo enter 
without prejudice into a fair examinatifdi 


to no other <|oartcr than the Scheldt conld 
the eflbrts of oyr arms have been directed 

3 'th any thing Tike the sdme pfo^cts of 
vantage* either to our own inter^ 
to those of the common cause.—'I ain par* 


of the grounds npon*which the govern-' tic^ularly anxious to point the attention of 


inenl acted. 1 doaire only thit the 
opinion of the House may be formed upon 
a true balaiKe of the advantages whicli 
we were rt:i>onabw'intitlcd to expect* 
weighed againsLJlX risk and expenee 
which we were rafNkupon to contem¬ 
plate. It is up».i this comparison fairly 
made, that tlic judgment of evefv rca- 


tht* House to this part of the question* ns 
tjiey must be aware that a great portion 
of tile dissatisfacAioii beeA ex- 

prec'icd against the mea^sirc* has proceeded 
fioni ppisons wljl^were induced 4o be¬ 
lieve* either tl^t in sending Sn Expedition 
to th*SchelTlt,'we deserted the interest of 
the Prninsula, and thereby failed lo cajyy 


Bonablc man ought to he fnimdcd, into efli'it the ohjeeb^ for which.^e were 

, I shjf! L 


Ihopc in examining the subject, 
not appear to the House cither to«evade the 
diflicultie.ioftheque3tion. or to unclenltlut* 
the weight of those arguments against 
which 1 shall have to contend, lhargning 
the groiiuds upon^^ich the Expedition 


contending iif Jhat^<juarter; or that we 
ne^lecti^d to turn our rxertions •to^thft 
north of Germany-, where*fhc disposition^ 
of thf' ptiople jwcseiiled a field for exer¬ 
tion, which «m]er proper nunagement 
intght hllvc enabled us to press more se- 


to the Scheldt vjjiis imdciiakcn, I inusT vcrcly upon the cnem^-, and would have 
protest against* the attempt which has bpeiijjd tlic most enlarged prosj^ects of 
been made to confirio them to the single co-opention wilh Austiia. In order the 
object of dLjstroying the enemy’s naval bettea to elucidate this i/bportant branch 
resources in that river. The dptermlnatior^ of tliV^tpitsiion, I ivas induced to euW fon 
of government was tikca upon mo^c ex- | the Austii.ui contspondcnce, So mark the 
tended views* they iiad a duty to perform more ||istinrtly the quarter (viz. the north 
not only to their own country, but to tin ir of Gt nnany) w'inch that power wished 
allhis* and themiotivcs’arising from cither cur exertions to hjve been directed.—I 
of those considerations made it m their wished to *!hew* that if her demands of 
judgment a matter of paramount bbhga- ^iccour were not complied with in tfiA 


tion to engage in the ciilerpiize how'ever 
arduous, liut before I ajgne in more de¬ 
tail the grounds upon which they ted^ I 
wish to observe, that the inquirjt which 


fortn in which (hey were expressed* the 
fuiluie of compliance oh our part wal not 
a matter of choice* the military policy of 
the demand neycr became a question foc 


has been jgone into has had Uic good ’effect discsi^sion* as the 'means of compliance 
of stripping the question of much ex- pere not wdlliin our competence.—To ex¬ 
traneous matter. It is no lonf^* to be tjbli*>h this I examined the I ite secretary 
contended that the Expedition coord have qf the treasury, Mr. HuskissonS aimb 
bctii pu'pared to^act before the time, at ’gentlemen seem to have been most uiin0- 
which it WHS actually sent fbrlh. It has cttssarily alarmed at the nature of the ^Vi- 
been proved, that the utmost exertions deuce h€ has*given, and tq imagine that in ■ 
were umemittin^Iy employed to prepare* (he facts slated by hinii an unwise diocl^ 
the army for servite, and that neither j>ure has been made of the weakness of 
the arifly itself* nor* the nirans of^rans- our sources, but thosp who recofleqk ' 
porting it, could posi>ibly haye bren ready that o^r means of foreign expenditure havo 
at an eai Her period. Th^ power and suili- always depended Uptftbe stsile of*eat* 
voi*. XVI. ’ * ir • * *. 
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dbanged, and the supply of foreign coin 
tb be purchased m the market, and those 
who rctneniber that Mr. Pitt during the 
late war on inore than one occasion justi¬ 
fied the limited extent of our subsidiary 
adVaWc^s to our allies on the continent, 
Upon the difficufty experienced in sending 
remittances abroad, will easily under¬ 
stand, why it was hot in our power to em> 
bark in the extended expenditure wliich 
'Would have been occasioned by a cam- 
paig'n in the north of Europe; and^^viil 
adenitthat such temporary inability by no 
means ^en^s to bring into question the so- 
lidi t y of our resources at home, or indj- 
cKJesany failure in the strength or credi*. 
of the country.—In truth I believe since 
the period of which 1 am speaking, mu(;h 
of the dilTicuUy has been removed by Im¬ 
portations of silver from South America^ 
this, hQwevHvwas/a re/ource too uncer¬ 
tain in itsuature,K justify the government 
in relying u^on it astdf ground of their 
proceedings—Mr. riuskisf;on*s evideuce 
establishes beyond a doubt,'that hi no 
quarter of the continent, neither in Italy, 
nor in ^pain, nor in the north of Ger- 
maiw, could the pecuniary means have 
^eefi pi^eured fur equipping and maintain¬ 
ing the army'^hen disposable for a cam¬ 
paign, that our excrtiottsqvcrc necessarily 
limited to anoperatiOn on tKessneniv’s coast 
to be carried on by onr own resouretjs alone, 
and in conncction^with our shipping, and. 
that our^only option was between an^ftbrt 
in the Scheldt (which combined a power¬ 
ful diversion witli a prospect of striking a 
tlowtcf the utmost importance to im¬ 
mediate security of Great Britain) and a 
desultory attack oh soijpe other Ic|;s im¬ 
portant point of the enemj^^s coast, which 
Could have presented neither of those ob¬ 
jects in an equal degree,—I have felt it 
the more essential to present this vie\V 
of the subject; supported as it has been 
by Mr. Hu.^ikisson's official opinion, not 
only to this country, but to Europe; be¬ 
cause 1 am aware that endeavours have 
been made to give to {he decision 6f« go¬ 
vernment the appearance of a desertion of 
the interests of the continent, and to re¬ 
present us as having bbsely turned a^ido 
at a moment the most criiifal to the^fiuc' 
•f Europe, in the selhsh pursuit of sepa- 
fata interests.-^Such a charge should 
indeed feel to be of the most heavy and 
degrading nature, the conduct imputed 
w^ld have been as derogatory to d^^ry 
Imng we;owed ourselves as it woul<j have 
been injurious to t^safety of titose powers 


with whom we were connected; but 1 do 
persuade myself that I have proved to the 
conviction both of this country and of the 
continent, that we had no choice in point 
*of fact, ehat we could not embark in ope- 
‘rations upon a larger scale than those ac¬ 
tually undertaken, and that in determin¬ 
ing to direct the exertions which we were 
enabled to make (in addition to tho'te then 
in progress both in the Peninsula and in 
Italy) to the most vulnerable point of the 
.enemy^s dominions, we were fulfilling our 
duty to the continent in the most liberal 
and efiectual manner.—Independant of the 
pecuniary ^impossibility of engaging in 
operations in the north of Germany with 
tlW amount of force then at our command, 
the Jlou^e must be- aware how unjust it 
woLilJ have been to Iho gallant people in 
that quarter, who miglii have been dis¬ 
posed to rise in defeime of thi.irown li¬ 
berties, had we selec^ that point for the 
scat of our operatioi/ without possessing 
adequate means ttt»^"i«e effect to their ex¬ 
ertions and to equip and v.rm them for the 
field.-AH'td a British army disembarked 
ill iie Elbe and Weser, without ^the means 
oF creating a great native army to support 
their operations, menaced as they must 
haw been upon the left by the Daiii.s^ 
force in Holstein, how would it huve liecn 
possible fcr them to 'ijuve moved even to a 
small (lUtancefrom llft£froa.st? Such a corps 
^ouM have occasioned Knt little apprehen¬ 
sion or embanassment from its own exer¬ 
tions to the French armies acting upon the 
Danube ; the enemy might safely 'have 
postponed his measures for opposing 
IIS, till the fate of his main operation 
was decided, when he w'ould have had 
it in his power to send without inconve¬ 
nience, an army more than sufficient to 
overwhelm or expel the British force. 
To hsive continued a corps of British 
troops in the north of Germany on tlie 
approach of wigter, when the naviga- 
titm is^ interrupted and consequently the 
means of. retreat are at an end, would 
have* been inconsistent with every mi¬ 
litary principle upon which we have 
hkherto^ Seted, or could be justified in 
acting. * On former occasions* when a 
British army has been/committed in ope¬ 
rations on thb continent, it lia&been em¬ 
ployed ina friendly country, and in concert 
'with the army of some of the great conti¬ 
nental powers. Its resources have been se- 
curec^ to it Upon the* faith of nomh exist- 
ing goveAimcvit, its rear was always open 
and consequenfly the praclicability of 



its retreat ascertained; but in the case That the employment,of a British. 
now in contemplation, a British corps of 40,000 men» in. the then staler:cf 
would have been committed on the con- the continent and in a quarter 
tinent, not for deSnitc and limited pur- the vital 'interests of France, its well^a^ 
poses, but to carry on a campaign in a the pride of that state, must.be so ita^. 
hostile country surrounded by powers with mediately affected by an attack, was ait 
whom we were at war, and unsupported useful measure, secma batdly to require- 
by any one continental state, with whom argument. If we recal to our recollecUoi^ 
we could come in contact, or with whose the nice balance in which the contest at 
force we could unite our arms. I do that time w'as suspended upon the.contir 
therefore trust th u it never can justly nent, the uncertainty which hung over the* 
be imputed to the councils of this coun- des^pies of France after the battli^ of 
try, that determining to direct the Asporn, the hopes which animated evfuty 
late armament to the Scheldt, we have part of Europe, and which were f£rogres* 
either been unmindful of ^iitiuenlal siVely calling Forth the flormaftt^i^giea 
interests, or have shrunk from the per- (jf Germany in support of the /uRfllBff 
formance of the duty which we owed io arms, we'^cannot wonder that at such a 
the continent, looking as we were bound* moment Fhe British goyernment should 
to do, at the cause of the other European fee4 itself compelled by the istrongqftt 
powers as identified with our own. incitements of duty and interest, to strain 
And if we reflect upon the painful ne- every nerve, and to etetfrt e^vet^ eilbrt in 
cessity, that mig\ have compelled us, aid of that power, on jR^success of whose 
after exciting a cr^inental insurrection, struggle for inde^l0fTnance, the fate^of tlie 
to have wuhdrut^djtf British army, we wo|;ld mightb^decnicdtode^end. XVhen 
shall not be dtspi'se^ to regret, that a sys- we advert tft the numbers by whicti the 
tern of measures so full of difliculty was battle of Aspern was fought, recollqct- 
not hastily engaged in. In establi' iiig that the Austrians had nof aboye 
the absolute impracticability of carryi? 75,000 men •and J.he French not more 
on continental operations un« a large th&n 10(^,000 immediately in tha nRlg|f> 
scale witli the means we possessed atdhat bourhood of Vienna at thaif period (above 
municut, 1 am aware .that the disclosure, 40,000 of whi^ .were eitlier killed or 
although pregnant no othpr incon- wounded in tbdi memorable action) wherje 
vetiience, must pravo fatal to the various is*the niftn that will farm so despicable 
schemes of the mllTuiry projectors of tiftj an opinion of the nwlitary power of 
day. An hoir. general (gen. Tarleton) phis country, as to suppose that ^at such 
wilt find that the campaign in which he a moment and under such circumstances, 
Jiad indulged his fancy in Italy, was in its a Biytisb force of 4(T,000 men. was 
nature as well as in its object *utterl]a not ^Cdlculaied to animate the 
impracticable. There arc other authorities tioiis of the continent, and to have 
that have suggested the policy of cmplo;^- a po^verful influence on the general 
ing the whole of our disposable force in scale of the war^ That such aforce-ac^ 
the north of Sjvxin, they also must now be riving iiithc ScTieldt, so immediately in'the 
convinced that their military dreams neighbourhood of one of the principal 
could not be realized, and as the oppo- Aaval arsenals of the enemy, and upon 
nents of the measure cannot ratioiially the very confines of France, must at once 
sugge:3t a single operation in competition compel the enemy; in Vindication of his 
with that which was adR|)ted, 1 trust that insulted coast and in presefvation of his 
the discovery which ,m*^ectSrs naval power,eit|ier to direct without delay 

have made on the present occasioh will a Ivgo portion of lys exertions (to tho 
teach them as well as others, before they prejudice of other objects) towards tbejjtr 
again reproach his Maje.sty’s gSvernmont defence, or in despair to abandon tbesa 
for not extending the scale of ihcir cflbrts, to their fate, seenls^>l>vjous. It has.'beeil 
first to inquire whether they really pos- *asked whether we oan prove that Fr.anoft 
sessed thq means Tif doing so. 1 am to has*been obliged to withdraw a lijeigle 
argue the question now upon two grounds; regimeiA from the Danube in 
first as a diversion in which theintercs|^ quence of this Expedition; to.whieb 1 
of the continent were concerned, and se- ^should reply, thab,in order to estq^lish.tbu 
condly as an eiibrt, in the success of fact1>f a diversion, it is j)obtteeeasary to 
which, the most importaitf interests of make put that troops h^;iictu^ly.-b«4ii 
the British empire tvere involved, w'ithdrawo/rom the J)i&ubebitia onongk 
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to shew that a force has been detained for England that Austria had been compelled 
the "defence of the Scheldt, which might to accept an armistice, but still that armis* 
otherwise have been applicable to the re- tice was only concluded for a definite 
inforcement of the principal French ar- time, the effectsof the battle of Wagram 
iaie3.r—Inconsiderable in number and de- were ^understood to have fallen with as 
febtive in quality as the force was, which much severity on the troops of France as 
France was enabled ullimaMy to asscin- on those of her opponent; the revival of 
ble for the defence of Antwerp, it was the war was looked to as a probable 
only produced liy recalling regiments event, a probability which was subse- 
then on their march to the Danube, by quently strengthened by the commuiuca- 
'"moving from Paris, the few troops sta- lions mado to this government and to the 
tiohed there, and by bringing from* the British general supposed to be serving in 
Biline, a force whit:h might have been the North of Germany, as ,^»ppears from 
otherwise^ empjoyed agf.inst the Aus- the enclosures in mV letter of the 21st 
—H a.n|> also fmd that the olarm of t)ie August'to ..the earl of Chatham. Would 
BrmSi debarkation compelled the Dutch it have become the British government 
corps under gen. Gration to rpturn from dnder these circumstances to arrest such 
Stralsunrl, the Westphalian army b id an armament as had then been prepared, 
orders id fall back from the interiof of upon intelligence iTceived on the very 
Germany^pon the Scheldt, and such was eve of its departure ; liiielligence which 
the alarm prodiii^bd our attack, tliat in some views miglit mcieasL the import- 
the enemy hatt 'r-ctually ordered \he ance of its arrival fio the interests of 
FremSi trot^ns to cv^uate the Prussian the Continent? ^cl^ were the inci- 
garffisons in Silesia and 40 proceed* by dental circumstan^^'vonneclcd w'ilh the 
forced marches against the Kritish Army, oprralion to the Srfeeld^, tiie direct and 
If« suc|i was the obfious. and inevitable immediate object of which was the dc- 
consequence of this movement, even at sJ«i/ction of the enemy's naval power in 
jhe period at which It lock place; when That quarter; and here I must protest 
the ufiforlunate result of the battle' of against that mode of arguing the question 
' Wagram had‘ compelled Austria to solicit wt^cb assumes, that unless his Majesty's 
an arrnistice, and had llif^eby damped the ministers could look with confidence and 
rising hopes and prospt^eVs of Europe, certainty to the a^;complishmcnt of all 
what might not, nay what must*not h£ve the objects to whi^h^thc clfbrt was di- 
been the result, hJfd our arn:iainentreacbe(|. rrected, lhai the)^ coultfvpromise nothing to 
its destination, while the spirit pf re* themselves, but total failure and disap* 
sistance was abroad, and when the influ- pointment; on the contrary 1 must con- 
ence of France was dissolved and its tend that various stages ot success pre- 
'power disowned throughout the iffJflhern l^senltd’themselves to their view, rising in 
parts of Germany. When the temper importanQconcbeyond tlicother, thewhole 
of Holland was such as^to require tjjiie pre- furnishing a combination of objects, the 
fience in that country'of, its own troops most iinportant to which the arms of the 
to uphold the authority of its government,' country had ever'bccn directed, but each 
qtid when, as we have since learned from in succession holding out, even in its par- 
tbe proceedings of the French goverh- tial accoirijilishnicnt, advantages of no in- 
ment, some even of Buonaparte's own de* coDsideiahlemomcnt—The severalobjccts 
parlments Svcrc not exempt from indica* to which the Expedition may be consi- 
tions of disailection, if they did not ex-' dered asdirccteh were;— 1 st, The reduc- 
Ivibit symptoms of actuoji revolt. Could tiondfi^h^ Isle of Walchcren, with a view 
he undbr such circumstances haA*e< col- to the occup^ioii and eventual destruction 
lectcd his scattered forces to oppose ms of the port and naval arsenal at Flushing, 
without augmenting his difficulties in some -«- 2 diy, The captuie or destiuction of the 
other quarter, and mi^ht we not fairly in eaeiiiy*'s ships afloat then statioiied in the 
such a state of things have'flattered our- Lower Scheldt, before they could secure 
selves either that we should be success- themselves ^beyond I^illo, and the de- 
ful in our immediate object, orthat«the fences in the higher part of the river, and 
enemy in order to frustrate our hopes \3dly, the destruction of the arsenal at Ant** 
would J 3 e compelled to weaken himse|f werp, of the ships building, and those 
materially in the ot'hcr quarters, in iv^iich afloat, if they should have succeeded in 
he was cjontending. It is true tha| before , ellecting' the'jr retreat. The House will 
the Kspedition'^tilcd it was known in: best be enabled to estimate the importance 
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of the first of these objects by tarninff to force was sent in 1746 to hold that island 
the evidence of commodore Owen; ** that in concert with the confederates; in 
distinguished ofiicer has declared that he the year lf94 it was again occupied hjr 
considers the portof Ftushinfi: as the most our troops; the government was certairilv ' 
dangerous to this country of the Jiarbours bound to take into their calculation the ha- 
ill the possession of the enemy, that its zard to be incurred by the troops in such a 
basin is capable of holding 20 sail of the station, but same principles of public 
line; that in order efiectuatly to watch an policy which has influenced the occupation 
enemy’s fleet, an equal or nearly an equal of the West India islands, and many other 
foice must be stationed at Yarmouth as stations injurious to the health of the sol- 
well as in the Downs, a circumstance diers, made it their duty not to fore^,^ 
which compels us to keep up a double great national objects, to avoid evils s^ch 
force to oppose the enemy in that cjuaiter;* are*!hore or less inseparable from a state of 
he has further slated that tlic possession of war. AsthccalaniitoussicknessoftKearmy 
the port of Flushing would, i?"Al>is judg- has thrown ovd!* the wh<de of t^ Eypedi- 
ment, have been of infinite in^brtance to ^n its iqo'st painful characteiT'^^hwdMri^ 
this country, and lhai it ue had been en- take thu occasion of remarking, that when 
abied to ha\o retaiqed cUbctual posses* the i«!xpe6ition was decided upon, the ap- 
sion of the island of Wairheien aiid'of the pfeh^nsion of sickness was confined to 
poit of Flushing, he dues not think that that part of the force alone, which Wka - 
any naval force which the enemy could destined to sliv^ in ^V.iUliejien; there 
have assembled at^nlweip and the higher w^s no reason to ente^n dTiy particular 
parts of the ^'cho^, could have acted fears on this accqpu^viui rcspect^o the 
horn thence naval interests of troops destined to land at Sa«(dvtict and to 

this counti}.” ^poj^^ing asked what he aef ^ainsuAiStwerp. It has been given 
conceived would be the efiect of demo- hi evidence, indeed it is notorious, that 
lition of the basin of blushing, on tl there is not in Europe a county whbre 

my’s naval establishments in the Sche troops may act with tessprejudice to theiv 
his answer was, that the eiieaiy had no health, than vicinity of iyitwerp. 

other place at present to careen his ^ips, The landing of so large portion of the 
ilicit they cannot be coppered or hove force with its detention for so long a time 
down in that river, for the purposes of re- in South*BevcJ|jmd^ a circumstanbe which 
pairing any defoofs |Jn their boltoms, and has ptcs^cd the severest source of sickness, 
that their cqiii|^iicnt generally in tli|H has been shewn to h^ve arisen entirely 
b’cheldt mu'it #b4 materially impeded b^|^om unforeseen causes, and to have been 
the destruction of -that basin.”—Tiie ini- utterty inconsistent with the plati of the 
porkiiice of reducing the island of Wal- Expedition, and with the views and ex- 
cheren had, theioiure, grown proportio*^ pect*Atons of those who determined upon 
ably with the increase of the enemy’R the undertaking. Ilow'cver jve mffst all 
naval power in that quarter. lt*was an deplore tho surPerings with which our 
object whicli had ftequouily occupied the bravf troops hav« been afilicted, it is un- 
aUenlion of former •government's; and just to charge^his calamity upon the ori- 
here it may be necessary to observe, that ginal design. In contemplating the siclo- 
its not having been sooner reduced was mess of the army, the House naturally has 
owing to military impediments, and not directed much of their attention to the ar- 
to any opinion entertained that the un- rangement^ which were made for the care 
heahhinesi of thu island^shi^uld have pre-* and management of the sick. Whatever 
vented its occupation. The lloffse nfust unfavourable impressions vtere at first cu¬ 
be aware that no suc h principle has ever ter^aiiied on fhls* interesting subject, I 
prevailed in the military councils of jhis trust they have been removed by subse- 
country, as that a British fore# was never quent explanation and enquiry; and that 
on any jcondderations of policy, to be *ex- the House are saijsfied shat however pav- 
posed in a climate of this description.— tial instances of inconvenience and iyen 
We havejrequenfly held thft island of Wal- of Tieglcct, as far as relates to the conduct 
cheren itself under circumstances of policy, of individuals, may possibly have occurred, 
less pressing than those undet which it t(ie general arraiigemenrs of government 
was lately attacked; we had a garrisbn were liberal,movident, and ample, that 
in Flushing, as une of the cautionary' th*excriiun of the medical slalf abroad 
towns for near 30 years in the reigns of ^asenremitting arql exfe^lary; afad that 
queen Elizabeth and James I; a British uporf the whole, the jjpkw the •army have 
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experienced eVerv degree of attention*and 
tenderness, ^of wnich So extensive and 
rapid a calamity would admit; if> how¬ 
ever any strong impression can remain on 
the minds of any members of the House 
that serious neglect or improper manage¬ 
ment in any quarter has t^ken place, 1 
^ould wish the subject to undergo a* se¬ 
parate examination, I am sure the House 
' will feel, that on the present occasion it 
, is impossible for us to enter into it with 
th^^ degree of minuteness which its im- 
imrtance so well deserves. If Itie/T the 
^onA^nience of the climate did not afford 
any suffitr'ent objection t<t the measure-of 

island of WaTcheren, the 
House will I trust be of opinion, consider¬ 
ing the great naval and militsAy import¬ 
ance of its conquest, that his Majesty’s/ni- 
n^sters were justified in looking upon this 
as anobjei^ of the greate|t moment in itself; 
that the prdportit..:^ of force requisite for 
its attack was jachcio^Atj^r applied for such 
a purpose, and that whilst vve mu«!t deeply 
lam^t that the means, of rtiecounn;y/oc- 
cupied as they are, to, so large an extent, 
inhthe^ quarters of the globe, have not 
enabled*U3 to rctaiif possession of so im- 
portan^a naval station,ought to-be* 
sensible that, least, a material service 
has been rendered to the country in trip¬ 
ling for*a time the. navafY^ertions of the 
enemy in that quarter. The seonnd ob¬ 
ject which his Majesty’s government had 
in contemplation was tliat of laying hoJj^'*'| 
of the Vnemy’s ships afloat in the tower 
part of the Scholdt ; that such an object 
was constantly kept in view thteXlouse 
"will Jjerceiye from an inspection of the 
disposition paper of the army by the 
quarter-master gencral,/and also frJiii the 
evidence of sir Richard l^rachan. How 
nearly success had attended the attempt, 
may be collected from sir John Hope’s 
statement. By the landing in the North 
side of 8oujh Beveland, all the enemy’s 
batteries on that island were taken in 
reverse, and iitcluding Bathz were in our 
possession on the night oPthe 2nd of Au¬ 
gust. It was not until the 1st that the 
enemy’s ships were enabled to retir*:^ 
above Lillo; had«n adverse wind delayed 
their retreat, till the British troops got* 
possession of Bathz, Jir even of the bat¬ 
teries of Warden, their rctretft mfcst hqve 
been cut off, and the whole might have 
been captured by our ^uadron, which 
was held in readiness'^ push upetlie* 
S&heidt fqr th^ purpyse.' It remains fbr 
■me now to con^dst^the third aadmadn ob- 
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ject of the Expedition, vi^. the destruction 
of the arsenal at Antwerp, of the ships 
building and those afloat, if they should 
have succeeded in effecting their retreat 
from lower parts of the ^heldt. In 
order to form a correct estimate of the 
expediency of the attempt, the risks 
and sacrifices which it involved must 
be compared with the advantages in 
prospect. On the one hand there was in 
view the destruction of a most formidable 
arsenal, amply provided with all materials 
for the construction of an immense navy, 
as well as the destruction or capture of 
not lesa/Van 20 ships of the line already 
existing m'* different Stages of equipment: 
on the other hand were to be considered 
the degree to which the health of the 
army might be endangered, the military 
hazard to which our force was to be ex¬ 
posed, and lastly the expence which such 
an effort must occasi^. 1 have already 
observed, that the^ was no reason to 
apprehend, that Uj|p!<Slth of the army 
would. be particuiarjy j3Xposed by the 
operat^n against Antwerp, the corps al- 
to the capture of Walchcreti was 
alone exposed to contract the disease aris¬ 
ing from ^n unhealthy climate; the troops 
intyided to land atSantvIiet might pro¬ 
secute their operations agaitist Aiih\crp 
and reimbark witii'^ little danger to llictr 
health ns if they hap been encamped in 
most healthy parrev England. That 
* the army would not ha\^beeu unduly ex¬ 
posed to military hazard by the mere 
operation itself has been directly paoved 
j^y the.cvidcnce of the quarter-master gc- 
tneral before referred io. It has also been 
established by the concurrent testimony 
of every officer examined, that the army 
might have landed at Sary;vlict early, in 
August and advanced to Antwerp with¬ 
out opposition. The opinion of sir John 
Hope is to this effect. liOid Chatham and 
general Brownrigg liavc not only stated 
■that to be theb*. i^iinion; but in confirma¬ 
tion oWt Kay* further declared, that even 
so lata a^the 25th of that month, the army 
WQuld have been landed for the purpose 
of attacitkng Lillo and Liefkcnshneik, in 
the hope of opening the Scheljlt to fur¬ 
ther operations, if sickness had not pre¬ 
vailed to su^h an extent amongst the 
troops in South Beveland, as wholly to 
disqualify them from service. Can it 
then be contended that the attempt was 
originally of a nature, too hazardoue to be 
underfttken, when it might have been pro¬ 
secuted without-any apprehension of ex- 
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traorainary risk, at'd much later period in the pay of .goremment aad could not 
than that within w^hich it might have been hare been paid off, even had\his se^ice ' 
expecled to have i>eeii completely ter- not been undertaken. The army did not 
minated, under more favourable circum- require an extent , of equipment necessary 
stances? Delay in execution nfight be /for a long campaign, there was therefore 
attended with ultimate failure; but 1 con- little extraordinary charge beyond that 
tend that with common military prudence which occurs When troops are in camp, 
the army itself need never have been iin- Will any man then contend, even with 
providently committed. Sir \V. Erskine is the strongest prejudice in favour of oeco- 
the only olficer who has expressed an opi- nomy, that in the then actual state of 
nion, that the retreat of the army would Europe, when ive were so stroi^y * 
have been exposed to danger by a landing caltod on to support our ally, and ^d 
even so late v the 25ih; but he is wholly at the same time such im^rtai^ Br? 
unsupported in this view of lh(\ijubject by tis^objects in prospect, t^at tl^expence 
any other authority, and the ^i^hion it- ofjbis Expedition taken accorale|?tiEUto«* 
self is confined to operations commencing trUke amount was improvidently incurred ? 
at the close instead of the beginning oi Would it upt, on the contrary, even if all 
. August. I trust it is therefore clearly expectations of injury to the naval re« 
established that whatever grounds his Ma- soufees of France had been laid out Af 
jesly’s ministers might have to doubt of ©or contemplation, and the qi^tion had 
ultimate success, there were none, which been entirely conifncd^^i^e€mideratioii 
should have induceqthem to hesitate as far of giving aid to AustppirAbuld it not even 
as the safety of t^e*my was concerned in that case have b^ti our boquden dtity, if 
in undertaking th^ftt-i^rprize. The re- on any part of .^he enemy’s coast, a^ort 
maining question i» the expence. On could *have Seen found capable of giving 
this head there has been no end to^e ab- the same security to*such an armament, lam 
surd and exaggerated reports with wRljfh was afforded the Scheldt, inAead of 
the public mind has been deluded. When Allowing our forsa^o remain inactive^ tc^ 
the conduct of government was arraigned have dispatched it to that point for the 
in the Common Hall of the City of l»n- purpose of distracting as* far as posri- 
don, and the vengeance of the country ble the attenti^ ef the enemy, and of 
denounced against li^ Majesty'^ minis- creating^at leffl a temporary embarrass- 
ters; they were (chUrged with having ment in his operations. If the objec- 
wantoiily squandered the blood and trea^l^ons then to the enterprise fotrly examin- 
sure of tlie coudtfy in pursuit of impracti-I e(^ appear to sink into nothings when 
cable and inadequa'te objects, it was as- compared with the exagge^'ated statements 
serted that this Expedition had cost th^ whiciv have been made of them, it re¬ 
nation not less than 15,000,000/. * Evenj mains me to shew that the operation * 
the gentlemen on the other side of the was practicable in itself, that*it wai.not 
House, in the more sober view which they withoi|t a reasonable prospect of sue- 
have condescended to take ofilie subject, cess, and that ihe best means were de- 
ha\*c never stated the expcuicc lovvcr than vised for carrying it into eflect. 

5 or G million sterling. There are now ^ Upon the latter point endeavours havt 
however before the House flociundnts to been made to itisinuate in the questiont 
prove,thatthetotalchargehasnotexceeded put to officers examined, that govem- 
a40,000/. of which not moreUian 600,000/. ment proceeded without any* plan, and 
was incident to the servic^^s original^ that the attempt was undertaken with-, 
projected. So far from its having been out any well considered or digested con- 
the most expensive Expedition that was ceptton of the mode in which it was to; 
ever undertaken, 1 may safety ksseft, be prosecuted. The officers charged 
that it has been tbe least so, in proportion with the conduct of service were 
to its magnitude, which this country has called upon to stafe in evidence to the 
ever sent forth. That, such must have House ^lie pA:cise diode in which they, 
been the oase might have occurred upon were ordered to proceed, the point at. 
the smallest reflection to any person ac- which tney were to makA their attack ; 
customed to look at subjects of this na* the positions th^ proposed to take up; 
ture. Three fourths of the force was in sl]^rt the plan^W campaign which had 
carried*in the ships of war then'^in*com- begn ^rmea foi^,them in every mmnte 
mission, and nearly an equal i^oportion particular. But with submission 1 
oftbe^transports required^ was at lh6 apprehend that operations, in 
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>0 Strict a sAib^^ tiever can be made or 
Ought to be* attempted by aoy cabinet, 
that if 8uc^ had been previously devised, 
it wodld probably have been rendered 
inapplicable or abortive by the conduct 
of the enemy, or the state of* the elements, 
ajcid that iu proceeding upon a service of 
this nature, which is dependent on naval 
co-operation, nothing more can be re¬ 
quired of his Majesty's government, than 
*thaithe principles of the Expedition, and 
theJifFerent descriptions of attack which 
in vat^uus contingencies were probable, 
should be Well considered*it being lefl|^to 
in command to apply the,ir 
means upon the spot as circumstancib 
i^hould point out. And first I ,must con¬ 
tend, that the principle of the Expedition, 
m* far as the carrying the right wing* of 
the armament at once direct to Sanivlict, 
landing the l-^^qp^s'^theri', and advancing 
with rapidity to^b^ijjerp, was fully edn^ 
sidcreO, apd is distinctly laid down 
in all the instructions before the House, 
not only in the directions a*ddres!^‘'d to 
the ofl[iccis employed; but in the or¬ 
ders issued by them in execution of iho 
, service. That a belter pk**; could not have * 
been irevised, may I think be ‘inferred 
from the circumstance of noperson having 
yet attempted to suggest, a beticr, or to 
condemn that which wis*" decided on. 
General Brownrigg has regretted, that the 
whole of the armrfmeiit destined for Sant-^ 
vliet was not at once carried to th( ciJ- 
tranceofthe West Scheldt, instead of being 
directed to rendezvous at the Stone peep, 
'W'hicii according to the prevailing'winds 
was to leeward of its destination; but 
this is a point of professional deta'l nut 
appertaining to the plaQ, but to the 
execution, and cannot be considered 
at in any degree impeaching the grounds 
on which ministers acted. The two 
other lines of ope^ration, viz. that which 
would have taken the army up the East 
j^hcldt with* a view to a landing on 
Tholen, and that across (South Beveland 
according to which the troops would have 
been disembarked in the Sloe to be after^ 
'wards re-embark^d at Batbz, have both 
appeared in evidence to have been wholly^ 
unailvisable; the former hds been con¬ 
demned by sir R. Keats hlcnsell. whose 
■ ppiniob before <-he left England,^ formed 
however without anylocal knowledge, had 
' ^ven some countenance^lo it; the latten 
has been proved by all tjie general r^eprs 
e^X^inect to nil wholly impracti- 

least hig^-y^ inexpedient! being 
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calculated to retard rather than accele¬ 
rate the advance updti Antwerp. I mast 
therefoie assert that no other plan stands 
in competition with that determined on 
by government, and that it has been dis¬ 
tinctly established, by the concurring tes¬ 
timony of all the naval oHicers c.xamined, 
that in the prosecution of that plan under 
favourable circumstances of weather, the 
whole of the armament destined to act 
against Antwerp might have been carried 
up the West Scheldt in fom* days from the 
period of its leaving the iDowcUs (Including 
the time necessary for buoying the chan¬ 
nel) thnl>,-, that the whole might have ar¬ 
rived successively in divisions on the 1st 
^d and 3d of August at Santviiet. I must 
■furlhqr contend that although the parti¬ 
cular movements ag*nnst Antwerp were 
not, and could not, be previously deter¬ 
mined on, the diiferent mode's of attack 
had been fully consjjered, and suitable 
means for each vvooamply provided.—^ 
The army was cq>rpjjed with an effective 
train of heavy artillery $ for the rapid 
movenfent of which against Antwerp, 
hr jCs were sent from this country.—Wo 
md not proceed, in contemplation of bc- 
sieging ^Vntwerp iufoitn liy investiture on 
botfu sides of the river, but we went against 
it upon information that its works were 
not only defective iirconstruction, but neg¬ 
lected, and in many par^ fallen into decay; 
fliat the town was feebry garrisoned, and 
the enemy generally weaken that quarter; 
under these circunistahces hopes were en¬ 
tertained that the place might possibly be 
jjtiaken by assault, or that if an operation of 
that description should not be practicable 
the town would prub.\bly surrender to an 
effective bombarduicnt. Such were the 
principles of attack, and'*! am now* to 
consider, upon comparison of the ene¬ 
my's ni^eans as opposed to ours, what pros¬ 
pect of success we bad, supposing the 
army to have arrived at Santviiet in due 
ti;pe; taking'i'be argument first upon the 
iiiformal'onTn posse.ssiou of government, 
on wfiich the Expedition was undertaken; 
and ft^copdly upon the actual state of 
tilings as' proved to exist by the intelli¬ 
gence obtained upon the 8pot,<after the 
armament reached the^ Scheldt. First as 
to the relative amount of foi'ce with which 
the attack was to have been made or re¬ 
pelled ; it mayi^ moat satisfactory to take 
that of the enemy, as proved to exist at the 
period when the retreat was ordercd, re- 
serving fcfr subsequent consideration* what 
proportion was "ass^bled in the ^eigh- 
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bofirlioodl of Antworp ofr toy uttirecdfot Flutbinip should be redaccdl Of thojtt* 
date.—Oa tho dOUn of Auffiut iW* ooo* nen at the fleek employed A the fiaipm- 
aey'a force* is stated in the Metnoraudum tiou amounting in the gross to 35 >Oq^ if 
eubmUted by the quarter-muter general may be estimated that not less than 20,0t^ 
la the lieut. generals at the council of war,/ might have been made avaiUMe on the 
to hare amounted to 35,000 men. Generar first instanqe on the side of Antwerp m 
Brownrigg, however, in his evidence des- aid of the land force, stf that an imme- 
cribes thesa numbers as in his opinion eir- diate force would have been assembled 
Bggerated, and thinks a reduction may be of 43,000 troops and teamen, subject to 
Airly made from them of 5,000 men. In be encrcased to 41^,000 on the All of 
the numbers thus given be distinctly says Flushing, to be imposed to a force of notmw 
that the crews of Uie enemy’s ships anc^ ceajing 30,000 French, Dutch, Danaar&o. 
the working of the arsenal are included. We find also from the evidence o^H 4 ^ 0 - 
What the precise amount of^^he sailers officers, and from all the information re- 
and workmen may have been evidence mred, that the enemy^s mMLary force 
varying upon this point) it may be difficult ^as of the very worst de8cript!on;*^l!ffitf^ 
to state; some of the intelligence carry- posed cbjyfly otdepfits of regiments, con¬ 
ing the sailors to 14,000, and the work* scripts recently levied, custom house offi* 

• men of the arsenal to 5 or 6,000* men; cers, burghers and gens d’Armerle. Sut^a 
other information, and that perhaps most force might be found useAl in the defence 
entitled to credit, represents the numbers of works, but 14}eUeiie*n%^l%ish officer 
of the armed woAcmen actually present vw>ald have had anv,)fAi(ni^, if the ena- 
as being muchjpwr, and states that a my could have *Mwn these 30,000 men 
considerable propl^ni-^ even of the ordi- to^ne point, Bpd could hav^een ii^uctd 
nary establishntenwhad been at this time to risk thete In one body in the field, to 
detached to the Danube ; the crelt^f the have rehed the fate of the undertaUn^ 
•hips are also represented as not upon the ability of gny two Br^Ish mat¬ 

ing 7,000; taking these two classes ^of. sions of 5,0db each to have deAatcu 
persons together at from *8 to 10,<)0() men, tKc whole. If then the British foace^oqld 
there will not remain above 20,000 titoops at the very outset havO” attacked mh 
of all descriptions at the close of the month 43,000 and ultimately with 40,000 m<Mi, 
of August, for the defence of both banks the enemy Mviiig after the expiration of 
of the Scheldt, ipclhding the garrisons of 26 da}^ only the means of ^posing to 
Antwerp and Bergen-op-zoom; and tllhJ them 30,000, what might not have bepn 
estimate is in d great measure corroborated >ri^ttcted in point of success, had^we been 
by the infoimatioii received by sir John ena^d to nave commenced our Opera- 
Hope on the 28th of August, which des- tions early in August,‘whan, as I shall 
cribes the enemy’s force, as it ik stateik hereaftfT have occasion to sheer, t|io 
from an actual survey, at 2i,780|nen.'— enemy were in a state of great weaknete ^ 
The propriety of including the seamen of and . wholly unprepared for defeime* ^ 
the fleet in the means-which the enemy The*next iingornnt head of information 
cduld emp1oy*in defending Antwerp may is that which relates to the deAnces'of 
in principle be questioned, as our opera- Antwerp, and the condition in Wl^li 
tions with reference to the fiebt itself, his Majesty's government had sei^oii 
would probably have found ample occu- to suppose they would be foand.^-p*41ie 
pation for them afloat but if this mode of House Will recollect that'it has heea^esta- 
enumeration is to be adopted on'qpe ^de* blished in evidence that the toWh of Ant- 
it is reasonable that it shuu!d43a admitted werp has not fi^en defended since theVear 
on both; the efficiency o4 British seamen 15^4) when it was attacked by the ahlA 
either on board or on shore b|ing at Ikast of Parma, that it has been always snrii$|n- i 
equal to the crews of the enemy’s ships, dered without resistance to an army 
composfed as we know them to 6ave bern^ rior in the field,* that It is a rich afi4 
of subjects of difiSereot nations.—We shall* p^lous city t»f greip extent, coiiitamhlgAOt 
l;heDfind4heBrilishforce,wfiichmiglithave Ass tAn 6 (^, 00 (> iphabiumts, that 
hecn assembled at Santvliet early in August tweeir S and ^mi\ta in clrcnQiAre^e, 
tostand thu8;23>000rank and file ineludii^ being surrouncled by a rampart and diteb, 
the reserve under general Hope, troops cer-J withbastions Ciiastructed several centarits^ 
eainly equal to any- in l^rope, composed that it \M aot b^n kept np as a 
of the Aower of the British army, to be pTacy of deAiifv, U iy akegethar 

Mioforcnd by 5 or 6,000 men ay'spoi^ a# destitute of keep an ens^y 

voi,. xvr. 
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at a (listan<L; indcei} it has been dls- 
tThctly provdi/that under the cover of its 
suburbs an attacking army vvodid find 
shelter close to the body of the place, 
under the protection of which their opei'a-. 
lions might be conMuenced without the nc- 
cO^ity of breal&Ing grunnd at a distance 
and udvaiKing by more regular ap¬ 
proaches.— In atMiiion to the general 
Weakness of the place, necessarily result- 
tn^rom socxicr.dcd a line of defence, long 
neglcctod and suiVered to fall inio deftay, 
fp*verl^ent had distinct information pru- 
vions to the sailing of the [^xpedition, that 
the rainj^ and ditch were in such adefcc- 
Tive-slate in particular plvtces, as to hold oitT 
a prospect of being successfully'^'scaladed. 
This intelligence was received from v^- 
riquB persons, and particularly from one 
actually sent in the ninth of June for the 
purpose o1^ssej)orti«g upon the state and 
condition of u person ofwhi^e 

-nbil'ty^to form an acCffiote jiulgment, the 
members ot** the secret oo^’^nitee, \vho 
had an opportunity ofexamihldg hiiufhave 
had the inoans of foiniiilg aa opinion. 
Ahhou^ not a Ncicn^iOc porsnu he was as 
competent to speak to fa.cis^itf ihisdcscrip- 
tToh,*ti.sdf he had been an engineer. Ilis 
report of the n-itftibersofthc enemy's force 
may be subject to and Jiis intel¬ 

ligence on this head may p^vtakc of those 
errors, to which all iiifonnalloii hith re¬ 
spect, to iiuraliersf which is not strictly 
official, must necessarily be liable, 
is impoS'.ible to suppose, that he^could 
hare,been mistdi>cn widi respect to the 
actual slate of tinj fortificationS^rir Ant¬ 
werp, which he went purposely lo view, 
and* upon his veracity his Mayisty's 
government were justified in relying 
not only from the repeated proofs 
which they had received of his fidelity 
and atxuracy, but from the inevitable de>* 
lection which must have followed any at¬ 
tempt on his part to practise deception in 
thi^ instance.-rUpou the information so 
rticeived it was not thou,ght impossible 
that the place might be Tuund in a condi¬ 
tion to admit of its being taken by a.ssault.^ 
In forming this opinion his Majesty’s mi¬ 
nisters proceeded not ^simply upon the 
information thus rec^tly obtained, Jbut' 
also upon the knowledgeiof the pidee po»' 
sessed by variolas office*^ who had exa¬ 
mined wdrks of Antwerp in the year 
1794. The quaiter n\^er general of, 
tM^«rmy distinc(ly sMttk himself, 
^^r^colleciionkqf Its yonnition at th|t pe¬ 
riod; coupled jnformation sum- 
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quenlly received, to have thought it not 
iniposaible, that, if rapidly approached it' 
might liave been assaulted with success. 
Now, let me ask what authority have the 
l^exaininafions of the Committee enabled the 
'House to oppose to those to which 1 have 
referred ? the single authority of sir WiU 
liam Erskine; who, as far as he professes 
to speak from his own knowledge, founds 
himself upon the recollection of what ho 
saw sixtocn years ago, having looked at 
,the works of Antwerp in 1794 from mo- 
tivq^ of curiosity, when a very ^’oung man 
and aide camp to his father, the late 
sir W.''5^*skine. With every respect 
for that officer’s judgment and character, I 
m'usl be permitted to distrust the accu¬ 
racy of the opinion which ho has given to 
the Comraittet! upon ihe defenco of Ant¬ 
werp, when I find it decidedly at variance 
with that of every other ofticer, who 
has spoken on the sif<>ject, with that of 
sir David Dundas, fA pqneral Calvert, of 
general Brovvnrig^'lfiTill of general Son- 
tag, All these oliicpus 'liavc described 
Antwerp as surrounded by a ram)!art and 
but by no means as a respectable 
fol-tificntion; sir^Williani Erakinc, on the 
contrary^^ias spoken ol it, as only to be 
appiK}ached by a siege in lorm. Jle has 
stated, that the attack must be carried on 
regularly.by three parallels, and he cal¬ 
culates, that it would Vt’()uive S21 days from 
«^lUe landing al Santviict to put the army 
in a condition to break 'ground, and 21 
days more to obtain * pus.>6$sion of the 
town : and he has furUicr slated, that he 
^onceiv'es the place might have been put 
in a state of complete defence in eight 
days.—In the lime required to bring up 
the means of breaking ground he is di¬ 
rectly conlradictwT by* thfe evidence *of 
lord Chatham, general Browurigg, ,lord 
Roslyn,*, geuend JVlucleod, and colonel 
Fyers. The probable time allowed by 
^them' for approact}iog Antwerp w^th the 
m^ans of opeffiTig fire against the town is 
7 days iastead of 21. General Brown- 
' igg> general Macleod, and colonel Fyers 
speak lo t^e practicability of establishing 
their batteries at once within G or 700 
yards of'the place, without the decessity 
of regular approaches; .the first distinctly 
states his opinion of the probability that a 
surrender might have been inforced within 
fbree days by a bombardment: and the 
two last are of opinion, that the town 
must either have surrendered or been 
destroyed.* 'liie same three officers have 
aljio jetpressed ttieir opinion, that .even 
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previous to the surrender of the place, what part of (his force coull have tieen 
there was reason to expect, that the opposed,to us on the hm arrival of t}ie 
arsenal and the ships on the stocks might armament in the Scli^ldt, and at tb« 
have been in a great measure destroyed intervening periods, before the enter? 
I>y the bombardment, aiuMnvolved in the prise was abandoned. * And here it may 
general conflagration, to which the town not be undeserving of r^iiailc^hat the 
must have been exposed; but that at all enemy appears aa far as we can judge 
events upon the surrender of the town, to have been wholly, unprepared upon 
notwithstanding the citadel should have our first arrival; and that the attack 
remained in the possession of the enemy, was as complete a surprise aa^can well 
it would have been practicable under the occur when a large armament isknotmto 
cover, which the town would have af-< be assembled in tlic ports of Great 
forded, not o«ly to destroy the arseiial^d It is true that an appiehension of sme de^ 
ships budding, but possibly i to on our pant pri voilel in ilje month of 

with effect the enemy’s ships afloat even ril in Walcheien, and that^Vihil'tioB^ii* 
though they shotdd have taken an ag- fensiveworksweio establibhed ontbeside 
-chorage under the puns of the citadel, of Zoutlaiad ; but this alarm was occasion* 
Such then being the information ia proul^ eA by a corps embaikcd under general 
• of the ueaktuss of the defences of Ant- Craufurd’s orders for scivite in Portugttif 
werp, let us see wlrat contradictory in- and had subsided \or\^ 
formation there is ^ shew, that its fuitifi- sailing of the Expodi^ ^ not find 
cations were in go«w,repair, and had been thSt when we ar ^^h tud the Scheldt on 
put by the encm^Jr\^ state of comoletc the 28th of July, any **xtrao!idinary mea- 
dtifence. The "firsp^oilelligence beating suras of dcfpnjwhad been taken atWal- 
upon this ^ubjett if that obtained by sir cherdh; therehs still less reason to bc- 
Wiiliam Er‘-Klne, v^llIch desciiHi^j^hc lieve that any nad been adopted At Ant- 
works ns having been placed in a Maffs^f werp. My ^idicf ?■*, tint thi* entmy 
defence by the French, igid this is said to supposed the ifMaainent to Invejieen 
be corroborated l»y a «lone-niasdti,icsi(liiig destined either for the Eib,^ and W^ser, or 
at Hathz, who ^^tited that he had 0^en for the peninsula, and tliat it was not un¬ 
employed in their repafir. That this per- til our fleet^cfti^illy appeared otf the 
son might have been,employed*upon the S(^heldt,^nd m^de dispositiouafor landing, 
woiLs is consistent w'illi all the inform^I that any steps were taken for collecting 
tion received by "ovenmient, as partial re^bree, or placing the country in a better 
pair-i particularly of the citadel were stated piMMiK of defence to receive tpB* Nor 
to have been made; I*nt it is inipos'^ible isthi^^iewof the case all shaken by 
to bclune that a ibitifii alien of siud) giciV ibe which the noble lord (Por-. 

extent as Aniuerp, '-o long ncglectedj Chester) lias"read, dated at Paris dti the’ 
<*ould h ivo nniivi‘gunc an cilectnal -lepair 1st of August from the minister of war for 
(if we con iikr llie lime and labour whlch the %sseinbiy ol^ troops; the minister 
the accoiripb^limcnt .gf such an under- might have bean apprised of the fact'of 
taking would rtn-f iccj'Vucd) w'lhout tlie our arrival in the Scheldt by telegraph 
fad being iiittorious; whereaa it a^*pcai3, gn the 29th; it is nof therefore an ok-- 
that the reverfio was undeistood, and de- traordinary instance of vigour that his ar- 
clared to be the case by the leading per- rangegicnts should have been made as 
sons at Flushing and 2yjjd<Ih'bnrg, with early as the 1st, whilst the very few' 
whom general Sontag, i^dTiel iV^isheini corps of which the ordci* speaks as ift 
and c*>ptain Puget communicated o,n this march towards* the Wcbcldt furnish the 
subject, and wa** distinctly staled in all mo^l (Jbnclusivp proofs of the wtaknessof 
the iritelligi'iicc which «o\er^mcnt re- the enemy, and of the accuracy ol the in- 
ctived, and particulaily by the individual telligence whichgoycrnipfnt had received, 
before I eterred to, who Inspected the for- ,But to return to lhc>pclual force, which the 
tifications so late, as the 17th of July, enesiy had to oppose to us on our arriyal 
Jlaving oensidered the nature of the ill the Ichcldt, House m^ust have ob* 
place to bo attacked, the means by which sefved ^oiu the Mwort of the secret Com- 
it was proposed to he a^saihd, and tlni? iinttcc, that by .;mb[Iicial document which 
limited force which the enemy were waslaken upon l^person,of an officer ip 
enabled to assemble tor its deteuce^in the tlttFapnchf-tiirmSbainj^ovel^mentAvere, 
course of near a month, jivlnch*they had acqua^ted with fie ^cU^j^lUtoD of every 
for pceparation, it is material to examiae regiment in the l(r4tc1iWvibe on the ISS 
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of Oeccmbeibl^. They consequently 
knew the utmost amount of force pos¬ 
sessed by the enemy on the siile of Flan- 
defs^^U the coasts adjacent^ at a period 
not more than six lOonths antecedent to 
the determination to undertake the Expe- 
dUion; at that time it did not exceed *21 
battalions and a half oT infantry, and 16 
squadrons of cavalry, subsequently how¬ 
ever tothaidate, viz. at the commencement 
of tjic war with Austria in March, many 
corps had been ordei'ed to the Da¬ 
nube, ^nd so hard pressed was the ene¬ 
my for ymfnrcfeinents ftfr their grdhd 
little had their attention be^ 
turned to the defences of the Scheldt, 
that even as late as the 22dc of June, 
nearly the yvhole of the very few le- 
giYlar troops at Antwerp, with a pro¬ 
portion oR the artificcrsj^^ were ordered to 
the same and at a date s^ill 

later, the 48th reginfiiot and two or three 
other corps, v. ere actually their march in 
the sSme direction, whenth% were brm%ht 
back in waggons to Qadsuid, in orller to 
rcihforee the garrison or Flusiiing. In 
the bcgihniitg of July the gcveriiment had 
rcasc'\|o believe, upatf*Ofie faith of the 
inleiligence reneived from the confidential 
person examined belbre the secret com¬ 
mittee, tliat exclusive“ot tlic gftrrison of 
Flushing, consisting of n-om 3 4,0/)0 

men, the regular^ troops in Holland did 
not exceed 3,0()0 men, that the whol^ 
namber^'of men in Antwerp, cap^?^of 
bearing arms, did not exceed of 

yvhich the regular troops, invjtliflS^’icluded, 
composed ^about 1,500, the rest were 
workmen and artificers, that the crews 
of the ships might amount to between 
5 and 6,000, and that fliere were few 
troops 1n any of the garrison tovvns in 
Flanders. I'he correctness of this intel¬ 
ligence appears to have been doubted by 
B right hoq. gent. (Mr. Ponsonby) if I 
may judge by the questions pul to me by 
him in the Xllommittee, with reference 
to the information receive from a .conR- 
dential person in June and Juty,*and 

f iven in No. 44 of the Admiralty papera 
be amount of troops, in Holland, as re¬ 
ported in that docum/^nt, exceeds 10,000^ 
the distribution of wHlcb is 8peci^d.«The 
right hon. gent, howe^r, will pleased 
’to recollect, that subseybent to the period 
at which tll.at report a corps of 

or 6,000 men under^eneral Crriren; 
ordered/W ma/cl^against general 
iO: or Germany, ard pro- 

-ctjMikl Wheit tbtiy de¬ 


feated that officer; that in the beginning 
of August the same corps was opposed to 
the duke of Brunswick on the banks of the 
Weser, and that it did not return to die 
y;amp at 'Naarden in North Holland till 
September. It is therefore evident that the 
true explanation of the difference, which 
seems at first sight to exist betw'een the 
two sources of intelligence, is to be found 
in these facts, as will still more clearly 
appear from the cdncluding paragraph of 
«the papers last referred to, which is to 
th^effect. ''From Naardcr>200 Dutch 
troops had (marched inwards Aunch, and it 
seems almost all the Dutch troops in East 
Friesland and Groningen will march to¬ 
wards Bremen in a few days/’ which 
movement actually ’took place as 1 have 
before described. 

Such was the state of the enemy’s 
means of resistance n.hen we arrived in 
the Scheldt Ishout^wish nowtoconei- 
der to what extentjj^^-had accumulated 
ai subsequent dul^tj^d particularly pre# 
vious to the time at Whiclf Aniwerpmight, 
undp^y/favourable circumstances, have 
b^h actually attacked l)y our troops. 

It has been established that in case the 
annamorA had arrived at Santviiet, in divi¬ 
sions on the 1st 2nd and 3d of August, the 
troops might have’ been landed and ad¬ 
vanced ro assault the place (if the de¬ 
licts of its defences appeared upon exa- 
'^mination to justify such a species of attack) 
as early as the 6th at night, but that if 
Alltwerp liad been found not to be aa- 
.railablp without heavy artillery, ample 
f^means for the bombardment and destruc¬ 
tion of the town could have been brought 
up, the batteriescompleted, and fire opened 
against the place nn the lOth. 

What then do we fin^l to be the course 
of the enemy’s preparations ? It appears 
that they shewed no troops en the. oppo¬ 
site ^coasi for several days after our being 
in possession of.-Balhz, It fiirther ap¬ 
pears .that ditch at Antwerp was not 
cleared \)dt till the 10th, and was notiifled 
ujth water tHI the I4th, before which 
date* ou* operations against the town 
nfight i)ot only have been b^un, but suc¬ 
cessfully terminated. We learri from in- 
telli'genca procured by the earl of 
lyn, that a person employed by him, in 
the accoraey of whose report he plMes 
Confidence, saw one side of the works of 
Antwdrpk between the 2th and.l^ik^f 
AoguM, .and that at that time, *he did not 
obsei'fe any'^gqns tnounted. It •m» licit 
till m 17tn (u Reported ftlso toltls^ldvd- 
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ship) thftt the enemy began in cenrtmct &i<iered in the light of « gaiAseii Ihr fif 
batietieft on the river face of Antwerp, former of thme placei onM ffUtfaii, 
The inundaUonft in the neighhoarhooil of that in the iiiteltigetice reared t 0 W 
liiJlo and Leifkenshoeik were not begtin transmitted by sir William ErAinc oil tlHf 
till the middle ot August. Thcf enemy ith betWeeti 4 and 5/X)0 Dutch infantry 
were observed to be at work> even on the and 5 squadrons of cavalry aie said to be 
fortifications at Lillo, long subsequent to on (heir march from Nortlf Holland; his 
our ai rival at Bathz» and it was not till the added that all the waggons in Ihabant 
very close ot the month, that they found were put in requisition^to bring 15,000 of 
themselves at leisure to establish batferies the French Westphalian army, and that 
at Duel, and Frederick Honnek, which within ten days the Fiencb would have aia 
woiks were demolished by the fire of our, arn^jy of 10,000 men in the field, 
shipping neaily as fikst as they were con- eluding the garrisons of Antweip asA' 
stiucted. ' Bugtri-op-Zo(^. The ^ouse must ttoW 

Is It then loo much to suppose, looking b|/aware, that all these aetails'kiirned otft 
at the Irfte peiiodat which the^<* prepara- tl be gross exaggerations. ISst'ealf^'bir 
tmns uPie successively made, that if w'e 40,000 m^, exclusive of those garrimifs^ 
could have acted in force early in Au- itjs clear that there never Weie more thaii 
> gust, the enemy might have been sur-* CONOCO tioops brought together, by (M 
pi ized and overpowered ^ Vnemy, including mose garlisons; the 

With u^pcLt to the number of troops troops announced as on*tJ>e^ki^ar( b from 
collected bv the (laemy at different pe- NVirth Holland werp**1fw1nthat country 
riods, tht gariigm^t Beigen-op-Zoom ar the time spoKVbf, but wwjAen cnti* 
Is repotted by iiUel^c 4 w:e transmitted by phi^ed upon ,jiM!bther service as I.bava 
sir Jolm Hope to i4ic quaitei nia^ter-ge- befow stafhd^and in point of fact never 
neial on the 7th not to ext 4 ed 3 . ^^ men, arrived on thelScheldt; in truth tbeir.ap- 
on the 8 th Ml William F.iskinertporfJ^^at proach is contradicted by int^ligCDce 
it consisted of 8 bnrti ions, vihicn he do- transmitted ^j^llliam Erskine hims^ 
sciibes m his oudence *to be»weak in onthelUh, whi^ savs that thew^ar^ 
numbers, piobably not exceeding n^te- had been countermanded!* The same nb* 
rialiy thenmnbeis i-epoited by sir John scrvatioQ appl^^^ to the Westphalian 
Hope ; these troops bad been moved from force ; what'^ker orders were given Ibr 
the camp at INaarilin into Bergen om- their return towards Holland they wefe 
Zoom on the arrival the Expcditioi^yii^t too great a distance to take any shatw 
the ‘•anie intelfigence repoits, that 10 .j* Jhese operations. I cannot ^tneiefiim 

squadrons of cavaliy and ^ battalions of helpg^rctting from the false impression H 
Inlanuy lay between Bdt^en-op*Zoo^ was fa mjj^ate d to create that the gallant of- 
and Antucip at the same date, and ihal ficer t5y*WH)m this intelligence was pro- 
the gan i^oii ol Antwerp consisted of about cured through channels as he represents cn« 
2,000 French and l ,(*00 Hutch troops; titled to his implicit confidence, should not 
this IS all the foicc it positivily al- haveiaktnthe^aifiecaie tnhlsevrdeacebe>- 

Ie5ges to havc^brtn assembled at that pe- fore the Committee whuh was shewn by 
nod. The workmen of ihe arsenal and ^sir John Hope to caution the House ^i^nst 
the crwsof the ships are leferrell to ; I relying upon the accuracy of detaik so 
have before stated my reasons for consi- received. It is-difficult to trace the pTe- 
deringthe number of*the former, as cx- ci^e dates at which the* enemy's force wars 
tremely exaggerated,andT^liall'ljereagcr piogressivciy assembled r.but there kno 
prove the utter improbability'Uiat the reason to presume that the garrison wf 
enemy could under the* ciicumstances Aiftwerp was formidable in numbers be* 
have availed themselves of ih^serviceS ot , tween the JOih and ]5tii of AiigaVt,''tf 3 r 
the crews of the fleet on shore. Sop- which time the bombaidntent might lliivn 
posing then this intelligence not exagger-, beoii in full operariuu. *Gen. Brownr^g in 
atcdfit is obviouslhut on the 7 th of August, hK evidence saysyhat the enemy*a mtbn 
bcfoie H4iich time the pUcc might have wa^ mt coi^sidefclle till towards’the 20th 
been assaulted, the enemy bad not, ex- of August I neewaary Ibr liho 

elusive of workmen and sailors, above 8 al* purpose of diserjauing the inforiaatioil'flh 
4>,000 men for^gamsotimg both Antwerp) which 1 am n^Swming to allude, to pl^Dt*, 
and Bcrgen-op-2^om; whereas sir David attention o^tf^e Hquae to «n artim of 
EHindas states in hisev^eace that a force intenigence irmsdniCteQ^y lord 
of leas than 10,000 men could not bf con- on m lOthof AmMl^^bmdescriheiwM 

2 
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cn^^y’s ibrtk to be ll^5f000 troops of the moved, the fort, of Lillu being masked, the 
line at Ant^mp and hi tiie adjoining can- right bank oi* the river being also in our 
toninenta^-lan French at that date. Sir possession, ivhich must have rcbulted from 
John, iiopC in -his' evidence before the the advance of the main boxly of our 
Committee particularly refers to this com- ,ajiny uj^rm Antwerp, (he corp» employed 
rntmtCation as transmitted by him with ‘pMha reduction of Liefkcji',not.ik giving 
Ujc view of mafking his di.“heJicf that .the sepport on the left bank, tlin jiavaNorce 
•doemy had any such force at tiiat time, might have passed up the buhcldt, and. 
Hfidof espressmg'his opinion that intelli- co-operated «ilii llie urnjy agsiin.'.t Ant- 
gence of numbers so procured ought aU twerp, noinithstanding the fire from Lillu. 
iv«ys to be received with the utmost cau- Gencial Urownrigg in ins evidence ha** 
tioiii. ^ ^stated, that without inte;fenng with the 

^^■kHaVng brought under the observation inox'cmcnt of the army in fcr^eupuiiAnt- 
of the House th&relative force and me^n:; wc*r|>, iimncdiHteiy on ils debarkation a 
of the c^;endiiTg parlies^at different jL- corps of 2,000 men might have been .ap- 
^ntfa 'during the month of August, I sh^l propriuled lu the attack of Liefkenshoeik, 
now consider what would have-- been the Which with the aid to be derived from the 
probable course of our operations, supp^s- fleet, would in his jatlgnicnt have secured 
ing the armament to have been assembled the reduction of the |/I;tce in less than ten 
at Santvli^ by the 3d. I allude to thij days. The flonse will lliirefore see that 
dato not l«conc<r-ve that any mo- w'c were not restricted in oui operations 

derate dclayf!>45!hiqh the arrival of (Tar against Antwerp to a sample military ojje- 
force a^that point migiVL have been expo- ration without th« poWer of bringing our 
sad Irom u!ftavourable '«ircumstance\ of naval supcrionty^fli&''?)Sir in llic upper 
weather was JikcLy to .defjat'its objects, Scheldt, but that wejiad*the prospect of 
and that success could oifly result from eCcct^;?y uniting the energies (if both 
conti^chpies more fayourable than ought segffTes in the prosecution of our ulterior 
perhaps in reason to hjive Sieen counted object. 1 leave them then to judge whe- 
dponHK. 1 t I take that period as being that, ther tlie o-ews oT the enemy *s ships, nie- 
within which, by the concurringjudgment nacfcd b’y un attack of this description, 
of ail the professional nicp w ho h,ivc been could have been available for land ser- ^ 
examined, the fleet might k\ve reached its vice, and, without their aid, what would 
destination, and upyiiwhirh our rSasmiirtg have been the enemy’s means of defend- 
and calculations of its ul(er>or movements Antwerp against our attack between 
must be ^framed in argument, it beina^i" the lOih and 15ih August*?^ 
possible to make any precise supmp^ion Cileneral Brownrigg has certainly staled, 
in respect to the length of^g^ingcnt that ten day^P^ niiglit possibly have been 
delays. required to reduce Liefkenshueik, but 

There were two distinct plans of ope* ^loes i^ necessarily follow that a work 
ration upon which the army might have which wa^not casemated would have re¬ 
acted ; the whole of thf force might have sisted so long? We know that in (he 
been moved at once upon Antwerp, with year 171-7, Lillo, vfrfiicluc^ more respect- 
a view to the immediate a-sauU or bom' able ftrt, was taken in live days, and that 
bardtnent of the town, parsing by ihe^ lhewhftloofthefijrtsonlherivor,ineliul- 
lower defences of the river ; or their ope- ing Liefkenshouik, were reduced in II 
ratioi^ rniglit h:.vb been directed in the day/. Why are we then to assume, that 
ibst instance jgainst and Lief ken- ‘the cnerfiy w<!?Cm 1 push their resistance to 
shoeik for the purpose of getting the com- tl)eutnfb,n/ the impediment that might 
plete command of the* ycheldt. aaiflt of have nieeii oci.asioned, had the fort of 
opening that river to ilie unfettered co-^ Eathz . esisted, instead of being evacuated. 
Operation of the navy. ' ha? been {)ut forward, it has been prove^l 

Perhaps it would have been found most however; that this foil could not? have rc- 
expedient, in some rrf£'as«rc» to comlmic aisled with any effect 5 ^ and why, if the 
both these plans. It tAs been f'rttetl in governor of Bathz thought fit lo consult 
evidence by sir Itichar.LfKeafs an\i com- h is safety by iliglit, miglit not other gar- 
i^ore Owen that if t fort of Liefkon- jyjous and even that of Antwerp be iiui- 
ahoeik had been reduJ ,*the boom esta-. inidnted into a surrendei ? Ate we to deny 
blwheu across ihc/Scite 'host have Jaflen ourselves all the chances*of wai ?> to as- 
inWvpowessk rlight have been some that the rfmemy will in all insUnces 

***il^'®v* TharSflis^Obstacle betn^ re- effect prodigies, ind that nothing 8 h,ull be 
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accomplished by the enterprizo and^tii- * 
mation of British troops> which cannot 
be previously demonstrated to be the in¬ 
fallible result of military calculation ? 

Are we to be discouraged by sir William 
Krskinu's opinion, that it would require 
days to reduce the fort of Lillo, when 
we know that the French reduced it in a 
fitUi of that time ? Are we to be alarmed 
by a description ofthe formidable defences 
of Antwerp, a town which no military 
man for the last thiee centuries has ever 
ventured to drfeiid, or even of the citadel, 
a work, which, though certainly more 
respectable, was originally constructed 
merely to repress the populace of a great 
city, and which was not only surrendered 
.by an Austrian ganisrtn, after a slight re¬ 
sistance in 1791, to the patriots of Bia- 
bant, but was taken in 1740 by a corps of 
the French army under the conte I)e 
Clermont, in five or six day^ afler tienches 
were opened agai<i atj4 

1 need not press tlns^icw of the sub- 
• ject further. The Itousc has before them 
a general outline of the proposct^H^a- 
tions, the conduct of which must n^o 
been regulated by circumstances on the 
spot; 11 is only necessary f<n^*me in 
order to counteract the impression taut 
there is anv evidence before the House 
which can jusiity the conclusion,'that the 
enemy I ad the moans of carrying thcMi 
shi(}s so high up the Scheldt, as to place 
them beyond fhc reach of oUr attack, 
to adt'ett to the evidence on this subject. 

Sir \(^iiiiani Mi^kine’s informant .states^ 


Antwerp ranged a\ong thelqum 
the citadel downward., in Aimher rfln ff- 
«il of the line, that they had all tb^ 
guns ill, and that two sail ofthe line werer' 
below the town. This is farther corr»i. 
borated by intelligence transmitted by 
sir John Hope on the ii2d, whose infovdA 
mant was at Antwerp on^^the 20th, when 
the ships had all their guns in, and wer«i 
ranged along the town, it therefore apt 
pears (o me clear that no part of the &et 
ever^was carried up the Scheldt 
Antwerp, but even supposing thememy 
to dRave had tlfe means bf so'^moving 
twm, (which may be doubtcdy^vithtftit^ 
r^dering /hem by such removal unfia^ 
for all the purposes of defence, it remaifia^ 
to*|^c proved, supposing the destructiqp 
of every thing at Antwerp to have been- 
completed, and ih^ ^rliis^ajiyy to have 
rcryained superior in that posi¬ 

tions might not ha## been takemAigheg 
up the river on tjywight banS^^ffir^e, el- 
fectSn^attack dt the fleet, more csp*eci« 
ally, iT supported by our gun boats apd 
light armed ships of war. 

It lias been aonteiided that the opinion 
ofthe officers enfpIByed as given 
denre before the Commitle^ is against the 
probability of sliccjss and that an attack 
upon Aiitwerp^y a roup^de^tnain was on 
tha face«f it absurd and impracticable* 
\yit(^ respect to the latUapoint, it infolvea 
‘ussion upon terms; if ifentle- 
inetrtMse to annex to the term coup^de^ 
main t^teot ioii of a single attack which 
is to be^wBnttast of an hour or a ilay. 


that they might be carried up to Den- i(hey may be borne out in theii assertion, 


dermond, 20 miles aimve Antw'^erp, tither 
intelligome obl»iii‘(l by loid Roslya 
how'cvcr limits it tu foifWjniles above Ant- 
wcip, but in of fact it does not 

appear upon an attentive comparison of 
the'evidence, tint at any time au 3 r*«f the 
ships weic actually carried above ilie 
town. It is iiuo sir WiRimn on 

the 1 Jlh Aug. reports nine saiCof th# liu# 
to be at Antwerp, taking out guhs^^^ores, 
and ballast with an intentioif of proceed; 
ing up the Scheldt to Dendermand, and 
that twd sail had already gone up to tha*l 
place, but'we (ind this to be an error, as 
sir William Erskine»on the J^th corrects 
his former f^^port upon the authority of a 
person, upon whose correctness he ex¬ 
presses his reliance, and who had beeni 


but if, as 1 understand it, the,expression, 
way hi correctly applied to a course of 
proceeding more extended in point' of 
time, and may properly be used to de* 
soribe a rapid operation of several days 
continuance, as contradistinguished from 
a formal siege or a cjkmpai^ii, there 
Ins no absurdity in t)]ie application which 
Hias been made of it, at all events the sub^ 
staiic^n^ the argument cannot be sflecteil 
by the term that has been used. That I 
afn not however without professional 
thority for using the-teint coup-de-main in 
this sense, wili appehr from the evidoic* 
of Jieht. kl. C]arki| Vho served as prio* 
cipsj er^inc^ the Expedition 'io 
.Kochfort, to wbdmAthe followtog qnes* 


tions were put on‘huJexamioatioa on sir 
sent for {he express purpose of ascertain-' J! MAdaunt's tri^R I « . 
ing whether the cnemy^s fleet iiad nibved ^Whether if he baoWn ill Boeb* 

up the riicr beyond Antw#r^, by stating fort, anti the defltued placer hed* 

that on the 15ih (be ships were still* at* been left to him. aj an^guteeiV and bt 




Ici^ilied by WilKam Ebsfeint. 
taittly do not at tiiia dbtance 6f iink« ^an^ 
io mv recollcciliMi lha eommonidation' aV- 
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;^ 0 (M!p-idff-aNaw is Ultiiijj a place in one, two^ 
.^r«e or four day* Ume without a regular 

ff If Rochfort could not have been 
: Ult^ under three or four days^ whether 
'XitMttrttlWy would not have been necessary ' 
.,t» imitate the taking of the place ? 

X «>4. iOndoabtedly, Wtiilery wVld 
*beve befn proper, but perliaps not 
lately neceasary,'^ 

As a more recent instance point, 1 
tgpnakler that the operation against Coyin-r 
' Jiagen was in the nature of a caup-d^^maUu 
Ciur prolfk^^ aU success there depended 
vpon the ea?t)^^ect of a bombardment, 
rathe^tban a siegekanform; we had in 
the attach ^f that plarr^^^nitely greater 
dif^culties and obstacles To uonteng \Vith, 

' tl^an could have been apprehended in 
the o{^pration against Antwerp, the as* 
tailing force was ke pt at a distance from 
'the^fdece for severannrys by outworks, 
and by an extended line of water de¬ 
fences in front of t|ie town ^ notwith¬ 
standing which, and al^ugh' consider- i 
able delay was occasioned by4akin§ up 
a new line of positions for our bat^ries^ 
after the enemy were driven 
town die place surrendered to a b^twd* 
meat, within *three days afte^riwe was 
^ opepcd upon it. I truf»^i:&ft>re, we 
. shall heat no more controversy eitheiU' 
.'Wpm the term coup-de^main, or tne possi¬ 
bility of taking a town of equal ot4.si]pe- 
rior tUseogth to Antwef^) by means si¬ 
milar to &ose intended to be employed 
'against that place. • 

^ith respect to the opinions given by 
< Ihe officer* on the probability of success, 
tbeir judgment ia of course entitled to- due 
liafeeeAce, but it is material to advert to' 
ifae-xtreumsunces under which ttp)% were 
giDen, as well as to the nature of the opi¬ 
nions themselves. 

The opifnen of aio William Erskine is 
eertainly' nafavourable throughout. 
eppeam that looked dto 'o^her 

emre aAnuuUigeoiis ^cdA, ai he ,con- 
eeived, W employuw^the force of th&^ 
^couaatry, and lunsaioered .the operation/* 

S inst Anti^YP aa yp^less before the ^ 
>edi^Q ea£^ Sif Richard. Strathan 
boa a ti t ed # tUnw ^i^SMttoate^lfto nte at' 
Xfesi# boiv' UttleJu^e of aucceas iraa en^ 


impression upon my fnlitd, as I badfOore 
than one jfwrsonal convenAtlon witb tlte 
gallant general himself when at Deal, in 
none of which were hU doubts ever eoitt- 
inunicated to me, but I have no difficulty 
ill admitting, that 1 should not have been 
induced, when the Expedition was open 
the eve of sailing, to hesitate upon the 
expediency of its departure spoil the mere 
suggestion of a single officer, more espe¬ 
cially of one whose opinion was formed 
in total ignorance of the intbrmation upon 
which government acted, and upon a re¬ 
collection of the place, not more recenty 
than that of many of his senior officers/ 
with whom his Majesty’s tuinisters had 
had opportunities of communicating. 

The riext opinion to which 1 shall ad¬ 
vert is that of the^i^h of Iloslyn—1 am 
perfectly willin^to admit the weight to 
which it is entitled, *and' upon the whole * 
it be considered to be discouraging 
a^o the result; but the House will be 
pleased to remark, that lord Roalyn’s 
jq^gmsift was formed, without reference 
toThe information which government bad 
received, as will a'ppear from the following 
question pqt, andanswer given by the 
Lioble earl; 

At any time after the communica* 
tion of the object of the Expedition^ to 
your lordship, were you of opiniop that 
the object was attainable ? 

A, I was not in possession of the in¬ 
telligence upon which the Expedition was 
ordered, and without some knowledge of 
the force of th^«nemy, not only in the 
countries against wl^fl'the Expedition 
was i^mmediatoly direcied, but in all the 
surroimding districts, it was not possible to 
fovm a decided opinion upon that subject’’ 

HtsJlord^y;tts further asked as to‘the 
probability of succeeding against Ant- 
wcap, bn* the supposition that the urma- 
pient had alsembled at Santvliet on the 
Srd or xth of Aug., to which he answer* ; 

l.do not believe from the fntforma- 
tioji I Irave had respecting the state of th* 
town, that, it would *have been possible v 
even then to have taken it wfthoot heavy 
artillery.” 

This pinion, however, the Horn wi|t 
observe is contingent upon the^ierd^ey 
of the intelligence received of the ivork* 
being repaired, and in a state of defence, 
the truth of which^ I have (Hfove <^[ 0 **- 
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tioned, Im dqea^ ppt fty^n i^ tb»t .cw r^sj^ect to the opintol 

negnUve the possibility of luccew upoa engineer colonel Fyeta^ el 
the supposition of henry artillery being Macleod. the con^manfiipg, i 


.■«** 


offipipyedf provided the attack could bare tillery^ they hare both deoli 
been made at the early period referred to^ attack> which they had tne n 

V i* 1 SI** s4 s .s”% sti *e A 



means of mak* 


lam forced equally to allow that the ing, would have been of a nature suflU 
opinion of sir John Hope, than which, ciently formidable to destfoy the town, if 
none more entitled to deference can be it did not stirrenderj-^These officers were 
quoted, is upon the whole unfavourable, asked, whether they cobld take upon them* 
as to the ulterior objects of the Bapedi- selves to answer for the success of the at- 
tion.v-But 1 can by uo means admit, that tack ? 1 roust put it to the House wbetjpir 
iairlv understood, it is concluiively sot ana officer or experience would take it 


fairly understood, it is concluiively so •, any officer of experience would ^ke it 
and this optntop also is open to tne re- upon himself to answer for the si^ess^ 
mark, that it was formed without any any operation, in war, |uid whether the 
local knowledge of Antwerp, or its de> wpediency of an attempt cail^tionally 
fences, or any consideration of the in- ee rested upon such an issue.—does not 
iormatiou which ministers had received, lie partifjjularly within the province of 
$ir John Hope's view of the question may military men to form a judgment, whe« 
best be collected from his memorandum thfer the garrison and inhabitants of Aot- 
of the 23rd of August, in which, consider- .werp were likely to submit ^ the total 
iiig the course which the operation might destruction of mat cf^^rJ^uding pro- 
have taken if circumstances bad admitted bkbly th^ arsenal ynd ^ps on the stacks, 
of an early atta^^ hg thus expresses him- rather than to pui^ase their jpHstaf by the 
self. ^ m susrender of tbo^ naval objects for srhich 

1 do not imagine, that Antwerp has alonf we vfere contending, 
ever been in a situation to expoS|^^to be If we advert to* the evidence givei} by 
carried by a coup de main, nor is^cre 1 the eail ot^Chatbamj,we shall finA that his 
think reason to conclude from any in- lordship' ent^ty^d a confident hopotof 
fformaiion (hat has been received res>pect- success, supposing the army had^Efriv^ 
ing the state of the fortifications, thSt at atNiSaptidiet early in August, and he 
any period we could ‘have got possession foimdedt this hppe upon his belief of the 
of it, without erecting works, and bring- intelligence Vehich government had re- 
ing heavy ordnance'before the place. chived previous to the sailing of the £x* 


** Supposing however that it had beq.*,! pdkitioulkd uponwhieh the final decision 
practicable to ' push a corps of 20 or '. / yikc enterprise was taken ith lord 
^2,000 men upon Antwerp, the labours of Cha^am’s concurrence, he being then a 


a siege might thereby have been mu^h menwe. ^ the cabinet. * 
lightened, the time necessary to reducx Wlfen'%9^mlship was asked what WM 
the place mu(h abiidged, ana it is not awinow his opinion of the probability of 
improbable supposition that the influence ^tj^ess supposing the army had arrived 
of panic and surpii^ combined witli an at rfte period,referred to, hw reply is, 
uAprepared stM^dlalfence might have that he thinks it would have beep even 
thrown it into our hands at a compare- ^then doubtful, but he expressly 
lively easy he then prqeeeds to *this doubt upon the supposition, that-wA 

atate ** that if such a moment ever did intelligence received by hint afler his ar- 
exist it has now passed over.^’ ^ ^ rival in the Scheldt, of the ^rka of Ant* 

I hope I do not presume* tod mnclj^- vferp being completely rejiunreo, was cPt* 
considering this reasoning ad byailji VReans rect, of the-trqth ou^hich hU lord^pp 
decisive against the undertakiiig.-^lt rests doeswot however'protess to give any cip|« 


I hope I do not presume* tod mnclj^- vferp being completely rejiunred, was cPt* 
considering this reasoning ad byailji iRBans rect, of the-trqth ou^hich hU lord^pp 
decisive against the undertakiiig.-^lt rests doeswot however'protess to give any cip|« 
in the first place, upon an assumption nion. • ^ 

of the truth gf the information obtained ’ General Bmwnrigg’s (estimoQy ia 
on ih* dpot that the works were in repair,^ more sanguine as tlie House wilfirceol^t 
next makes thp event depend upon an* as jo the probability of 
attack veith heavy artillery, a course of here lanay be bcVmitted wlthoasf 
attack which I apprehend has been shewn spect i> the^ dlaml iroremler) 

by evidence to pave been not oDly«m to remark gn the ^ngylfu^WhnMsdng 
GQOtcmplfttjon, but within our powers wk closed the inqdirA|ifito ^ trh|i(sa6lhnL(M 
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chief engiaeitf or the officer commandmg 
the artiltetyj^every man acquainted with 
'military laWcts must be aware that with¬ 
out the infoimation of the officers at the 
head of these departmenis no clear or ade¬ 
quate conception can be formed of any 
military operation, more particularly'of 
one so complicated in its movements as 
that under consideration, and depending 
^80 much for its ultimate success upon the 
xfM»re scientific branches of the service. 

^ House must feel, 1 am persuaded, 

16[bw lifuch they would have lost had they 
been deprived ofUestimony so import nt 
and delivdled with such uncommon cle^- 
ne.Hs and professional ability as the evi¬ 
dence of gen. Brow'nfigg. 

1 think 1 do not assert too much in sany- 
that without the aid of his information 
both par£^ and docurnentar}', our means 
of judging case would have been 

wholly incomplete, au4 it is no disparage¬ 
ment other distinguished officers, 

who^iave been examinc(}*'up 9 n this Sub¬ 
ject, to assort, that none have given^noiic 
cocild ^ive a view of the subject so metho¬ 
dical and so comprohensivo as that which 

f en.Brownrigg has Furr‘Aed to the House. 

do therefore rest and am justified in rest¬ 
ing much, as far as authority Cujv wCigh 
in such a case in the 6ptiiions stated by 
gen. Brownrigg, The Hduse c^tniiot f^il 
to have read his evidence with attention, 
it Would be doing it injustice*;-, 
to give summary of it, but ujkjijWie 
point immediately under consid^tion, 
general Brownrigg has dist^fffily de- 
*clared,*that he was, previoirt%‘tfic\sailing 
of th^ Expedition, and still continues to 
of opinion, that there was a fair pw^t'et 
of success, had the armament arrived 
early in August at Santvliet. Such is the 
cs(se upon which the noble lord (Porr 
Chester) has thought fit to propose for the 
adoption of the House a Vote of Censure, 
calculated to inflict disgrace if not pu¬ 
nishment on all concerned in advising the 
hue Expedition to the Scheldt: and,upon 
what ground ? ^ 

Is it that we have failed of success, 
when it has been j>roved that the failure 
arose out of causes, ^which those who,, 
framed the Expeditioi^qould neitli^r fore¬ 
see nor controul ? t \ 

Is it that the plan w^ill imagined,* or 
the armament defectivq and inadequate ? 
That the former was tbiB\bpst calculatt^d ten 
secure success, V hich under all cv'cum* 
stances Could" ^ve been devise^, has 
*navar been questioned; ^an«l the latter has 
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been admitted to have been complete and 
perfect in all its parts. 

Is it that due diligence was not used to 
procure,information of the numbers and 
irdefences of the enemy ? No, the intelli¬ 
gence upon which government acted was 
ample ; its authenticity has been confirmed, 
as far as it related to the force of the 
enemy; whilst its accuracy with respect 
to the defences of Antwerp, although con¬ 
tradicted in some points, has in no in- 
'stance been actually disproved. 

What then has been our oflence, that W'e 
undertook an operation which we cannot 
now indisputably prove must have suc¬ 
ceeded in nil its parts, if prosecuted to 
^ close; are wc then to understand, that 
such is the principle hereafter to be im¬ 
posed, under the authority of parliament, 
upon the military counseb of the crown ? 
The fate that awaits the ministers who 
acted, in the case under consideration, is of 
comparatively litthTt' itpportance, but the 
eflecis of such a principle would be fatal in¬ 
deed to the future prospects of the country. 

Ii> page of our history, has the 
noble lord convinced himself, that the in¬ 
terests of the empire would best be con¬ 
sulted by banishing eiilcrprize in war 
from the service ? has it been by the ob¬ 
servance of .such a principle that our naval 
power has been raised to its present pre- 
e/;iinence? or that the triumplis of our 
army have been brought to rival those of 
our navy ? was it under ihe cold maxims 
of such cautionary principles, that Nelson 
fought qnd tiicd, and bequeathed that cx- 
/iinple to the navy, which must make 
'them for ever invincible? when he at¬ 
tacked at Copenhagen, was his decision 
taken upon such^ .n^axiins ? w'as it at 
Aboukir, when he Jiis ships on 

an unknown coast, between the .shore 
and lli'o enemy's fleet ? or at Trafalgar 
whej* he bore down in two columns on the 
, enemy, one third &uperior to his own fleet 

fiuufotr, exposing his ships to he raked 
dunngithcir neivance, liy the opposing line, 
and with orders not to open ibeir fire, till 
they h?d ^passed through and brought up 
to*leeward of their respective opponents? 

Was it such principles as these which 
animated Wolfe whefu he ascended and 
stormed the heights of Quebec in presence 
of a superior army acting in defence of a 
fortified place ? had such principles pre¬ 
vailed in the late war, would lord Mel¬ 
ville have^dared to send the army he did 
to ex^el a superior enemy from Egypt, 
or should we .in *tbis war have so glo- 
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riously triumphed at Maida, and at Vi- terials upon which they art tboit lQeul» 
miera? pated ? Could they have jAtifted theni<» 

Fallen indeed would be the greatness selves^ upon the speculative Wihcultiea : 0 f 
of this country, and irreparable itj» fate, if the attempt lor having left In ally onsup^ 
such notions should be tolerated. Shall ai ported, and a naval arsenalof such mag;« 
British House of Commons thus lay the nitude unassailed? The c)|dms of Austria 
chillinghandofdeathupon the rising ener- alofie would have justified the attempt; itt 
gies and accumulating glories of our fleets naval policy, independent of all conti^ 
and armies > doubly humiliating would it nental motives, rendered it a paramount 
be to every British heart, whilst impatient duty ; but when both considerations were 
at such a doom, to learn, that they owed combined, hesitation would have 
this act of national suicide to the d^egene-' criiflinal, and whatever might have^een 
racy of tbeir«own councils,. the Judgment of the House upon'Such a 

1 am not contending for rash and im- caj^ in my own estimdlion 1 must have 

f rovideiit exposures of the public force, s^d irretHevably condemned*.and dis* 

have argued that such a charge does gfaced. 'i^Ke government that under such 

not fairly lay against the operation in. circumstawces would not risk the public 

y question; but what Tdo contend against foace, must have been pronounced to be 

MS, the principle, that nothing shall be utterly unfit for their situations. 1 affn 

undertaken unless every circumstance sure it would hav« required mor#than or-i 

bearing upon the operation can be pre- Hir^ary charity n%t that they 

viously ascertained, and that nothing treinbled for their oSces,'and dreaded the 

shall be risked uidc^s^uccess can be de- political, rather tjjfn the couse* 

monstrated to be inevitaMe. quetices of * 

If you wish to knibw what prospect of Wh*ateyer may be the decision of the 

success you really had, in the House (of which however 1 cann<j^ bring. 

judgment at least, look at the measures of myself to doi4>t,) 1 feel conscious that 1 

precaution he has ordered to be adopted have in common^wiih the other sejg^ant% 

for securing Antwerp, since th^ jittei^t .q{^the crown done my dutj^, and however 

was abandoned. Why all these efforts to failed in securing for the 

guaitl against a danger* which never had country ^1 the advantages for which we 

existence? It is iiatujral for the French coptended,.wer9 it the last act of my life 

ruler to endeavour to disguise from h^ I should P^e myself upon the share 1 

subjects the decree to which his improvi- >^av\boiwE^^ this impoftant transaction. 

dent rashness, his licentious ambition, his f^^.i^ouse now resounded with«cries of 

usurp,ations in Spain and his campaigns “ AdJOttrn,’' when • 

on tho Danube, have exposed tl^e vital rose, and remarked, that 

interests and dignity of the empire, and^he noble I6r'<vfi» the tommencertWht of 

whilst he cannot conceal the disaffection speech, had pleased to observe,* that 

of some even of his own departments, the tlrCk^as a spirit {xisting on his side of 

Monileur, as it is acej^stomed to do and as the Hobse, whicdi was determined to draw 

it has lately respect to the cam- . out in an unfriendly manner every thing.' 

paign in Spain, will circulate those exag- iiflative to the Expedition, in thismsaev*- 

gerations of his power and resource%\vhich tion, however, he was not borne oat, forr- 

may serve to cover his improvidenqp in from that side he had eicperienced moch^ 

France, and to mislead the people o^Eng- •lejijty* The noble Lord had slid, that tfae^ 

land with respect to the condbet theiCr Conduct of his Majesty's ministers was ta' 

government. * • • be depided by ndlitjaiy opinion. If so, btf 

But fortunately the essential facts of askelS Why they were not guided by them?' 

this transaction rest upon proof%notlo He and if they differed, why not consult the 

disputed, upon these 1 confidently rest the practical and scientific knowledge 

decision of the question. Had the govern- others? What end ioulu be obtained^ if, 

ment acted diffevnily, heavy indeed the opiiJions o*f all,vrore set at defiance ?^^ 

would have been their respon.sibility; with The noble loi^ had said, that all were not 

such means and such a prospect of strik- encburailiiig; if jie.had saM that all were 

ingablow; what justificaliun of inactivity discouraging ik would have been more 

could they have pleaded? What would* Uikelg. There vfos scarce an officer in his'. 

have been the verdict of their oppoeers M^esty’s service who w^ld say that tlie 

had they brought forward^ such a detesce, Expeffitloa was undertake!^ With Any pro*T^ 

as might havel)een fram^ out of the mat babilimof succeA^ If the noble ion had/ 

^ \ 
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reiSeirfcd tinj^ informatioti, and did not 
communicftt^t, he was guiltv of a great 
breach'of-hisAddty. In loro Chatham's 
insttubtidns, tne proposed and prime ob- 


Tueidfiy, March 27. 

[CoMPJLAiNT AGAtNST SlR FrAWCFS BuB* 
ject #as the attftcfe oii the fleet at Antwerp, iDETT.] Mr. Lethbr idge, in consequence 
toother with tLe destruction of the arse- of the notice which he had yesterday 
■ “ ' ■ * given, rose with a degree of pain and em¬ 

barrassment, which he declared hb had 
never felt before, to make a complaint 
against one of the members of the Uiiiied 
Commons of Great Britain, who, in his 
''opinion, had violated the privileges of 
the House. He did not mean to enter 
upon the subject itself, but it was his in¬ 
tention to lay upon the table the docu¬ 
ment which the hon. baronet, who was 


.rial, &c. at that place; but on the con¬ 
trary, the noble lord had alleged, that it 
was for the purpose of giving Austria a 
chance of success in her struggle with 
riTdice. The noble lord says that the 
.scbfAp was merely tried, and the Expeili- 
tion was not prosecuted. Whatever mi^ht 
be the conjiequente of lord Chatham's not 
landing at Buihz, whatever the combinct-l 
hostility of land and sea might «flect, was 
the House now to determine on tuat which the object of the motion, had admitted 
had never been attempted. His feelip^s was published by his authority. For the 

__ - , • . I i. .1 • , I ♦. . . f_ __ £•_ • _ aI.._ 


weie excited fur the inhabitants of the 
north of l^ermqny.. and ;)ot for the troops 
of his cowitry, si^'io were sent out to per|,sli 
there, in all the miseries of neglect a)»d 
sickness.' The noble 7/?i;d said, that no 
failure was to be attributed but that which 
must always result from risk. Here he 
differed from what appeared on examina¬ 
tion, which expressly proved, that it was 
aeceas^ry fortune shouHtf declare in every 
respect on our jiidc*. Hid he think that-*n 
be the common chance of wari'^wNtcJi* on 
the failure of one point 4hc rum of the 
whole succeeded ? ■ Can he defend tTie 


purpose of saving the time of the House, 
he had marked certain p^^sages in that 
document, which, in his opinion, more 
particularly justified him in the charge 
which he had prefe re^'^’Bgainst the hon. 
baronet. (Tlie Imn. membi r llien gave 
in at the table " CobocU's Weekly Poli- 
ticaj-i.^cegister" of Saturday March 24*, 
1810.) 

The Speaker .desired the clerk to pro¬ 
reed to> read the Paper complained of. 
He wished to know whether the hon. 


member, or any olher hon. member was 
desirous t'fiat parts only, or that the whofe 
prodigality and folly of thlv Expedition the paper should be read ? 
by calling on the feelings ] Mr. Lethbridge lamented th? 


that he should 
intrude upon the atte.niion of the House 
at a time when so important a discussion 
as that .of the Waicherrn Inquiry was in 


CaJsand was necessary forTlTe cornplctioird'its progress. He repeated that he had 


the Hojse ? But on this subject ifr^as 
competent for every one in that kibuse to 
‘■■ ’re. lie first said that tlv»>T?f5[iuture of 

^ I IM I "... 
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of the Expedition ; this on a second assci^ 
tion was contradicted. ^ Our army 
be trusted on the contihcnf 7 for a melancho¬ 
ly reason, because our pecuniary circum¬ 
stances are such that we cannot pay theni 
there. The taunts of the French are now, 


markt^d those passages in the paper which 
appeared to him to be most obiioxioii>; at 
the same time, b^dtad not the slightest 
objection to the whole Wing read. 

Thr Speaker, Clerk, reatl the Paper.—* 
The‘ Clerk accordingly began to read 


one might say,rca4ized,wh(.:n they call us a sir Francis Burdett's Letter to his Consti- 
nation of shopkeepers and money-lende,rs j ^ tuents, but had not finished half a dozen 
not of warrior^ and lovers of our country. 

The noble lord had alleged that the gar- Mrt Home Swnner spoke to order. He 

_ t A.-^.__■_I I'V • t I.. •. . . 


rtson of Antwerp was composed ofbustom 
house officers and workmen, but in this he 
was mistaken, for an account of the 2(jth 
of Aug. states, that thorc weie in it 26,000 
of disciplined men.—Here the lioA. mem¬ 
ber was interrupted with qrits ** A\J- 


epneeived that it would be extremely 
conve^iept to postpone the discusson of 
this subject, in consideration of the import¬ 
ant bu&iness which stood for that night. 

The Speaf^er, however, declared, that 
having proceeded so far, it Was beyond 


journ !" when, after a few.momentu, he re- I the power of any hon. member to termin- 
marked that most of th^ ittenibers had lelt^ate the proceeding. A complaint hav- 
the Himse, and as he had so much ii^sayf Hng been made against an hon. ptember 
he should defer Tit till to-morrow, dt was ol the Hpuse, fi r a breach of privilege, it 
then nioVed thw tlM: House dor ildjouni; I wa** indispensable-that the House should 
and an adjoi^nuieni acej^tdingiy to^k place ' knowthe grounds upon wliieh it was pre- 
at balf-pas(Wo. ' \ 
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ferred; after which, they would deter¬ 
mine what course to pursue. Until that 
time they could not do otherwise than 
hear the whole of the Complaint, jand also 
the whole ofwhutthe bon. member had to 
say in his defence. The hon. member 
against whom the charge was preferred 
would thtm withdraw, and the House would 
enter into the consideration oi the steps 
which it Would become them to adopt. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the Letter 
and the Argument } of which the follow-* 
ing are copies: 

SIR FRANCIS BURDETTTO HISGON- 
SmUENlS ; DENYING THE 
POWER OF THE HOUSE OR 
COMMONS T6 imprison-THE 
PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 

Gentli mbn ; The House of Commons 
having parsed a Vote, which amounts to a 
declaration, that* aji ^rder of theirs is to 
be of n)ure vve^ight than Magna Ghana 
and the Laws of il)% I.and, 1 thlnk^ it my 
duty to lay my sentiments therc^vj^fore 
my Coiisiitueius, whose character as free¬ 
men, and even whose personal safety, de¬ 
pend, in so great a degree, upcAuthe de^ 
cision of this question—question oi no 
less importance than this : Whether our 
liberty be still to be secured by the laws 
of our fore-fathers, or be to lay at tine 
absolute mercy of a part of our fellow- 
subjects, collected together by means 
whic;ji it is not necessary for me to de¬ 
scribe. 


cniN 

forefathei%«fM>r M iniuiy 
many saermee^* | 

Either the Houm of Gomti^as ia 
rised to dispense with the^LaWs of th^: 
Land ; or it is not. If the Constitution ba- 
of so delicate a texture> sff weak a frame,' 
so fragile a substance, that it is to be only 
spoken of in terms Of qdmiration, and to 
be viewed merely as a piece of curious 
but unprofitable workmanship; If Magna 
Charta and all the wholesome Laws^tlf 
England be a dead-letter : in that,|«base. 
the aflirmatiye of the proposition may bb 
a<^itted ; but# if the Cbnstitution lives, 
a|d is appncable to its ends; namely, 
the happin/ss of the community,the per<tf 
feet secuwiy ofthe life, liberty and' pro^ 
party of each member and all the mem-i 
befs of the society ; then the antrmat} 7 « 
of the proposition can never be ilQmitted ; 
then must we beTree-nff'^ for we need 
iio'better security,mo more powerful pro« 
tectiou for our R^is and LiE^^ifes, than 
th^Laws aqd Constitution. We seek for, 
and need seek for, nothing new; wt 
ask for no more thah*what our ifore^athe^ 
insisted upon gs theirown; we ask for no 
more that what they bequeathed uny^ us 4 
^we ask for no more than^what Aey, in 

which some of them had 
sealed, dnd which*thc rest of them were 
rq^ady toyscal, \fith their blood, expressly 
declared tojbp " the Birth right of the Peo- 
ple\f E^wd nam^y, *' the laws or 

To these laws we» have -r 
right l««.look, with contid<incc, for security 
to the individual now im- 


Iri order to give to this subject all tht^prisoned has, (nfougb THh'^ kf>plrStm 7 re- 
atiention to which ii is entitled, and to ^^[ess, in vain. Those, who liaVe im- 
avoid the danger to be apprehended from j^^Wngncd him, havf^refused to listen to my 
partial views and pt;£sonal feeling, it will •voic^ weakly^ expressing the strong 
i)e*advisable to^DT^e the question on itsA principles of the Law, the undeniable 
own merits, piutnig the individual (how itdaims of this Englishman’s 
everwe maydoplore his present sufferings) Your voice may come with more tbrCfe ; 
out of view; though'at the saqie ^ime, may command greater, respect; and; J 
every man ought to coHsider the.c 
own; because, should the (J 
which the Gentlemen of 



Commons have thought pA)per tAact ini of ancestors proclaimed to the 'Kinjn 
this instance, be once admitted* it %8 im-j^old *' noi,iimus legesANC i.iA iiruTARft'^; 

or, ill our own mgre plear and not letft 
L forcible language; '* the laws ot 

LAN© 89ALL NOT BI> CHANCED.’* 


possible for any one to conjecture hbw 
soon he himself may be summoned from 
bis dwelling, and die burriet^witbouttrial, 
and without oath made against him, from 
the bosom ol his family into the clutches 

:_!i_ li. • ^ I *' /» .1 .. _ft 


• The j^incmle, fellow- ciiizem, fbrwbtrh 
we are now ^qtending, ik the same Prin* 


of a jailor. It is, therefore, now the tinfA | ciple, for whiAh .the people of England 
to re^st the doctrine upon which Mv^hav^ contended from Ae earliest ages, 
Jones lias been sent to Newgate,; or, it is and their glorious sneew in wbkh COQ- 


high time to ccasc all prqtedsions to those 
Libei^es which were acquired iyt our 


tests 4 kT 0 «now imon recordT in the GreiA 
Char^ of our B^ta^xiid l^berties^ ang 
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in divert other subsequent • Statutes of 
acarcel^ le^importance. It^ was this 
same great .^rincip1e> which was again 
attacked bv Charles the First, in the mea¬ 
sure of Ship\|VIoney; when again the 
peqple of l^^and and an uncorrupted 
House of Commons renewed the contest; 
a contest which ended in the Imprison- 
n^ent, the Trial, the Condemnation, and 
the Execution of that ill-advised King. 

self same Principle it was, that was 
so d^ingly violated by his Son James 
Second ; and for whichv violation he 
was compelled td flee from, thp just ind^- 
nation of the people, who not|only strijM 
him of his Crown, but whdipreventad 
that Crown from descending to qis family. 
In all these contests, the courage, pers«- 
vci'anco, and fortitude of our ancestdrs, 
tionspicuatis as they were, were not more 
so than their I'.vJfcdooi; fbr, talk as long as 
wc will about Righl^, Liberties, Frafn- 
chises,P?b^lcges and ^^innities, of what 
avaiUare any, or all oi ci<.3se togcthci'i if 
our Persons can, at the sole will and'com¬ 
mand qf any man, .Or set of men, be 
seized on, thrown into prison, and there 


I shall be told, perhaps, that there is 
not much danger of this power being 
ver^ frequently exercised* The same apo¬ 
logy may be made for the exercise of 
,any power, whatever. 1 do not suppose 
that the Gentlemen of the House of 
Commons will send any of you to jail 
when you do not displease them. Mr. 
Yorkc did not move for the sending of 
Mr. Jones to Jail, until Mr. Jones, dls-. 
pleased him ; but, it is not a very great 
^compliment to pay to any Constitution, 
to say, that it does not pernait a man to 
be imprisoned, unless he has done .<U)me- 
thing to displease persons in power. It 
would be difficult, I should suppose, to 
hndany man upon earth, however doputic 
his disposition, wha would not be con¬ 
tented with the povv;:r of sending to pri¬ 
son, during his pleasure, every one who 
should dare to do any thing to displease 
him. Besides, when I am told, that there 
is little danger that ^^he.Gcnllemeii in the 
House of Cumniui«; wilf often exercise this 
power, I cannot li^Ip observing, that, 
tlioug^^tje examples may be few, their 
cffeclwill, naturally, be great and ge¬ 
neral. -At this moment, it is true, wc see 


l|cpt during the pleasure of that man, or | r_ ___ ______ , 

setofnreu? If every one of you be liable^ J but oneja«an- actually in jail for having 
at any time, td be sent to | cn^pleased those Gentlemen ; but the ii 

trial, and without oath against you, ^ ‘ ... - 

and there to be detained^ as {gtig as it 
pleases the parties sending you there 
(perhaps to the end of your 
any Couj*t to appeal to, withouiMny^^iorns 
of redress: if this be tlie case, shj'iil we 
still boast of the Laws and of Liber¬ 
ties —YvdiUinJi. nave been 

writteM="by Foreigners as well as by our-^ 
own countrymen in praise of that ^rt^ 
of our Law, wdiich in so' admirable a man-', 
ncr, provides for our personal safety 
against any attacks of men in power.^ 

This has, indeed, been, in all ages, the* 
pride'of our country ; and it is the main¬ 
tenance of this principle which enabjed . . ___... 

us. to escape that bondage, in which ‘aiKi-l^ir o(/i^Urvrespecting Ro'llen Boroughs, 


the States and Kingdoms in Europe were 
enthralled by abandunmg and yiin'^iling 
it up; and, we may be assured, that if 
we now abandon it, the bright days of 
IBugland’s glory will s^ in the night of 
her disgrace. , ^ * / , 

. But, 1 would fain believe that isuch rs 
not to be our ?fate. Our/Fore^fathers 

made stern grim-visagei^ Prerogative 
* fii.de his head : ijiey broke ip pieces his 
sl^rp and massy (iword. And, shal] wf. 
tbeir^3on»^ be afr(.id to enter tbe^4sts with 
imit^ncd Privilege, assuming thef.bwers 
Prerogative'? * 'T 


late 

of this one man (as is the effect of all 
punishmeHts) wilt deter others from ex¬ 
pressing their opinions of the conduct of 
those who have had the power to punish 
him. And, moreover, it is in the nature 
of all power, and especially of assumed 
^pd undefined power, to increase as it 
advances in age; and, as Magna Charta 
and the Law of the Land have not been 
sufficient to protect Mr. Jones; as we 
have seen him sent tpjail for having de- 
^Tibed the conduc£ of of the mem¬ 
bers as an outrage upon public feeling, what 
security^ have wc, unless tliis power of 
Impr^i|ment be given up, that we shall 
^not se> o^hcr men itent to jail for stating 

mi* in#* _T>_1 


res^t<:^g4^racemen and Pensioners sit¬ 
ting iri flie Hoiftse; or, in short, for mak¬ 
ing dijclaration, giving any opinion, 
stating any fact, betraying any feeling, 
whether by writing, by word of mouth, 
or by gesture, which ipay displease any 
of the Gentlemen assembled la St. Ste¬ 
phen’s Chapel ? 

^..Then, again, as to the kind of punish- 
Unent; wh)^ should they stop at sending 
person^ to jail ? If they can send 'whom 
they plea^ to«jail; if they can keep the 
p^sopS, so sent, in jail as long as, they 
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please; if they can set their prisoners free )■ aRogMher^'as making no part of the pri^ 
at the end of the first hour, or keep them ' ^nt enquiry^ every other jpnvileite oi-* 
confined for seven yeara; if, in short, their 
absolute Will is to have the forcQ of Law, 
what security can you have, that they will 
stop at Imprisonment ? If they have the 
absolute power of imprisoning a|||l re¬ 
leasing, why may they not sendthOT'pri- 
snners to Yurk-Jail as well as to a Jail in 
London ? Why not confine men in soli¬ 
tary cells, or load them with chains and 


- , - _ ilege 

Power for which the Hous^of Commoner 
may contend. 1 am thejmcre anxioalT 
upon this point, on accoiAt of the dilfi." 
culty experienced daring the discussion iil 
the'Housc of Commons of keeping sepa¬ 
rate, things, in their nature totally dissi¬ 
milar, and quite distinct, but always con¬ 
founded ; ■aiTie)y,The other Privileges and 
Powers contended for by the Housed 


bolts } They have not gone these lengths*| Coihmons, and that which we are^now 
yet; but, witatis there to restrain them, abemt to clis^ss; name^, '* The 
if they are to be the sole judges of the extfcisedbp AeVattseof Vommons of pass- 
extent of their own powers, and if they a Sentetj^e qf Imprisonment on any per* 
are to exercise those powers without any son not hein^ a Member of that House,** It 
contruul, and without leaving the parties,, will be netessary to keep our minds con- 
whom they choose to punish, any mode of stffptly fixed upon this simple question 
'appeal, any means of redress ? alone, and to apply to it, and to it only. 

That a Power such as this should exist all the argument^ abouj^tc^be auduced m 
in any country it is lamentable to be tha course of this enquiry, 
obliged to believe; but, that it should be Had 1 not been Aeve&ted by indispost- 
suffered to exis^can^ that its existence tion from being^njx^ent when cne House 
should be openly and* even boastfully of Cojpmons passed by vote a SentenSe of 
avow'ed, in a counfry, whose cMof glory Imprisonment on Mj*. Gale Jones, 1 should 
has been its free constitution ol^^Hcrn- have endeavoured tb shew, That^unflet 
ment, is sumetiung too monstrous to be the false notion of Trivilege, th*ey were 
believed, if tlie proof werd not before our exercising a power, and committl.!?ig aif 
eyes. Had the least doubt hun^upon gny, of oppression, ill suited to the cha- 

• ... " ' -Guardians of Public Liberty, 

and destructive the first and most ini- 
peytant of the Constitution, viz. 

'Lhe Persi.jjjal Securitjj of the Subject.'* 
7^00^ |Avas well aware of the great^ 
diificiirtty of persuading men to Acall an 
act once committed, than to prevent its 
House of Commons, tliat their acts, in the comm1^i0iS5:;it h fiUip more easy to, 

rase of Mr. Jones, were illegal, I shall now^lide into than to recover iro m eSm —l' 
laybeforeyoujinamorefullandcoimectcd f%puld not allow that considerauon to 
way than it could possibly be done by th 


mind of the illegality of the proceedings in 
the present case, it would have been alto¬ 
gether removed by the^answ'ers given to the 
references made by me to the Great Ln- 
uiinaries of our Law and to the Laws them¬ 
selves. The Argument, by which I endea- 
voiir<;d to convince the Gentlemen of the 


mo.v;* 


Parliamentary Rep 5 j,*ier.s; and, in doin^ 
this, 1 shall do diWbat now remains in ni}' 
power towards the correction of this, as 1 
deem it, moat enormous Abuse oft^wer, 
and most dangerous of all encroajnijEents 
upon the Rights and Liberties of tnigiish- 
men, 1 remain, Gentlemen^ 
obedient, humble Servant, — 

FuANCrt Bu 
l^iccadilfy, March 23, 1810. « 

THE ARGUMENT, &c. 

In order to make clearly understood 
the Argument which is here snbinitted to 



^ould 

_from wh^my duty called upon 

;e to attempt. ^'To others I shall always 
leave fanciful ideas, suggested by wild 
metaphysical imaginations, on the sop» 
posed nature of what they may be pleased 
to call Privilege, or any.other chimerical, 
UitlJirfined non-descrlpt; and, as a plain 
'1nan, be content, upon thiS as upon alt 
other, occasions,* to be guided by the old 
Laws^V the Land : in which alone l am 
j^ble to find The Constitution of this 
Country—the Libejly which 1 claim as 
4he inlvrilanpe of Engli8hmen--*«and that 
Standard by which end by which aloi^e^ 
eiTery ajt and proceeding of any man Or 
body of men dieasored. 


the consideration of the Public, it will be^ 7'he Comm^an Law of, the Land is tba 
neressaj'y, first, simply to state theques^-yvnalicnable inheritance^ the pcople««>4t 
tion about to be discus.sed, as il; was pro- is,«ays Lord Coke, *''Tbe inheritance 
l>nsed originally to the,House of Com- » Inh^iUnioes; it is Uie^best birih-ri^ff 
mons,,and to endeavour to put out of view ** the ^bject ha4t| ibr therei}^.hi#gqoa$f 





P. lan^Af ffhiUrfuij bin body» Ufe, ho* 
<* nowr «fi4;^iamtion aro protooted from 
iqji^ «w wroag. Major hfertditaa 
•f p$mi^ noatrum u jure et iegilfus 

'<jgiwnpi apoTWi^tti. It highest above 
ff tWbigheat :i None are above its reach, 
^f^ior any beneath ita proteclioti;' Its 
^ndationa avejaid broad and deep in 
Jf* flh^re and reason, aivl therefere not to 
be removed from tliose foundations by 
V^ofiy power upon earth*.*' “ The Law 
" of^England, says the great Lawyer 
Plowdeii, “ is no other thattourc and tried 

“ reason And, accanjjing to ^rd 

Coke, *' the absolute perfe'Sion of Ina- 
son. The ground wjiere^ is beyond 
« the memory or register of #uy begin- 
«n»igst." 

• The queRtion, then, for the People to 
conside?? is, \VhpUier a Vote of the House 
of Commons deprive them of tljese 
.their imprescriptible Jlights ? 

ManJ^fi the Btat^g^which, embody- 
'jng*these principles oTt% Cptnoion Law, 
rhave declared. That no Order, or 

Cdmmandmcnt whatsoever, either from the 
King of any other, Shall stop the Common 
•litM^Tbat it shall by no means be de¬ 
layed, being ^he surest sanctuary for,th« 
innocent, and the 8trongest7?>rtr^:m|,pro¬ 
tect the weak. It haS Ilipt thtf wings of 
.high-flying Prerogative ;*and^l), 1 trpst, 
yet dissolve the potent spey of unddined 
jPrtvUege of Parliament: fon^s^^ i>o 
iPowerS or Privileges, even the 
•(hat are not bounded by the known a'^cer- 
^ taiiied Laws of the Lan d, liir t|^firefbre, | 
\-an^ififaiV^AV'^et ot ihcn,Tay cTaim to Pri^ 
lyilcge's or^ow.era, not recognized by, h/c 
repugnant to, those l^atvs; sucl^^^'^is 
Aught to be legally ^sifted by e^ry oup 
;who values regulated Liberty, and al|i' 
hors Anarchy or Despotism, the nevpt'*- 
ifailing eonaequence of departing there- 
.from. 

^ Pounded on such a basis ; fortifi-fi'^. bv; j 
iittcht Authorities aaJ shall have occasidif^^ 
•to appeal.to. in tile progress of this enquiry, 
(X have little doubt of being able^t'u con- 
•vinceevery impartial mind, that the Hotyte 
-of Commons, by prf 2 yeedtng to judgment 
•"-passing a Sentence of Jmprisonmeni:, 
.AOii Jssuing a-Warrant of* Con/iiihuent, 
has grae beyond its pr^cribed .liidits, 
•acted.iaa mahneriiioco^tent VitK the 

**•!")—--- i i ' -- j 

.. *..S«s'also Co. .liL. khl. a. Iosif 
fiM, fid. - • • 


ends of its institution; and violated the 
fundamental principles of the Law and 
Constitution of the Land, And this 1 
shall prove by the application of the 
standard of the lair to the Proceedings of 
that House. 

l^^ring this question fairly into dis- 
cm^Hb, it will be necessary to state the 
origin and extent, from which will appear 
the nature and reason, of the Privileges of 
members of Parliament. 

The first mention of Privilege of Par¬ 
liament is to be found in Spellman, who 
records a law of king Canute, “ Ornnis horuo 
eundo ad Gemotuf/i, vel rfdundo d Gemoto 
" /io6eor pflccm.” That every one going 
to, or coming from the Wiieiuia gemotte, 
should have protection. 

The next notice of Privileges is to ho 
found in two Writs of supersedeas of Ed¬ 
ward the sqcond, to privilege lucmbers 
from being jsued in any court, (sitting the 
parliament) and whief^gre still extant. , 
The extent oiktnese Privileges cannot 
be better sei f^rth than in the following • 
the House of Commons, of the 
1st of June, 1621, supposed to have been 
drawn up by ^ir Edward Coke, then a 
leading Member of the House : 

Ordered, upon question. That if any 
" arrest, or any distress of goods, serving 
'' any process, summoning his land, cita- 
^ tion or summoning his person, ancsting 
" his person, suing him in any court, or 
breaking any other' jJrivilege of this 
House, a letter shall issue, under Mr. 
Speaker's hand, for the party’s* relief 
Ihorein, ds if the parliament was silting; 

“ and the party refusing to obey it, to be 
“ censured at the next Access.*** 

On the 18th of^^ecembei, 1621, the 
following Protestatidn«i^^oncerning* the 
PriviK'gts of the House of Couiiuons, was 
agrerfd to, and ordered to be entered in 
th^Jfnirnal: 

Commons, now assembled in 
^4ij)arjS^^*4wntbeingjustly occasioned there- 
" 'dij^;**cbiicerning sundry Liberties, 
Fi»chise8V Privileges, and Jurisdictions 
oK^ar^'ament, amongst others not herein 
mentioned, do make this Protestation 
"following: That the Liberties, Fran- 
“ chises. Privileges ^nd Jurisdictions of 
" Parliaaieut, are tl^ .ancient and un-' 
''doubtod birthright and inheritance of 
** the suliyechi of England ; and th»t the 
" arduous and urgent afiairs' ooncerning 
" the King, irtate, and the Defence of the 

1 CommW Journal#634. • 
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** Re^alffi/ and oF the Church of England 
" and the mahing and maintenance of 

** law!!, find r«»drr>s«inF mierhickFa tanrl irrtpv. 
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laws, and redress of mischiefs and griev 
ances, which daily happen within this 
" realm, are proper subjects and matter of' 
" counsel and debate in parliament: and 
** that in the handling and proceeding of 
** those businesses every member of I he 
** hovise hath, and of right ought to have, 
Freedom of Speech, to propound, treat, 
** reason and bring to conclusion the same: 
** that the Commons in parliament have like* 
liberty anff freedom totreat of those mat- 
" ters in such order, as in tlieir judgments 
shall seem fittest: and that every such 
" member of the said House h ith like free- 
** dom from all impeachment, imprison* 
'' ment and molestation (other thaniiy the 
'' censure of the House itself) for, or con- 
^ cerning any bill, speaking, reasoning or 
** declaring any matter or matters, touch- 
ing the parliament or parliament biisi- 
" ness; and thaMfianjiofthesaid members 
" be complained of, AncTqtiesiioned fur any 
" thing said or done in parlian^ent, the 
" same is to be shewed to the kihg^ by 
** the advice and assent of all the Com¬ 
mons assembled in papliameyt, before 
the king give credence to any ' 

** information.'^* 

The nature and reason of these Privi¬ 
leges are declared by & Resolution of the 
House of Lords, May 2Sth J624. ©n 
which day, the. Earl Marshal, from the 
Committee for searching Precedents to 
sustain the Privilrges, &c. of the House, 
made the following Report; viz. • * 

■i 

" How far the Privileges of the Ni^bility 
** do clearly extend, concerning the 
‘‘Freedom of their Servants and ful- 
« lowers fi\«n Arrests. ^ 

To all their menial servants ami tliose 
« of their family, also those eripNyed, 
"necessarily and properly, abont/their ^ 
" estates as well as their ■ 

" freedom to continue twenty ' 

" and after every session ; 411 wnittiT lime 
" the Lords may ccmvenientlj^ g^hoitie 
** to their houses in the most remote parts 
"of the*kingdom.—^That all the Lords, 

" after the end 0 / this session, be very 
" careful m this point, and remember the 
"ground of this Privilege; vrhieh was, 

** only, in regard they should not be di»>*} 
traded, by the trouble of tlieir servant£,Ji 
" from^attendiug the seric^us affairs«of the 
.. ^_t ■ 

* VCobbott's ParLHist. I30i* • * 
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" kingdom ; that therefore they will nbt 
" pervert that Privilege to 4h« publidrt- 
“ justice of the kingdom, wlich was givih 
" them, chiefly, that xhi whole rfealih 
" might in this High Cdlurt, draw ifie 
" clear light of justice Ifroni them. In 
" which ca.se, every one ought rather to 
"keep/iir within, that>any way exceed 
" their due limits.—^That hereafter, before 
" any person he sent for in this kind, 
"lord whom he serves shall, eithcr**((y 
" h*inise]f or by his letter, or by'*som'ii 
" ipessage, rertily the Hptisc upon his ho- 
",4iour, tha^ tffo person arrested is within 
‘l^the limidi of the privilege b< fore ex* 
" prossed.^And, for the particulars, they 
" must left to the judgment of the 
"^ouse, as the case shall come in qujs- 
" tion; wherein the House ^ams no 
"means as well,by ojjth^as without, to 
"^nd out the true nature of the servant's 
" quality in bis lorVs service. Thereupon, 
" if it be adjudg'^i'wy the House contrary 
" to ^he true intent, any member wliatso- 
" ever must not tbigk it strange, if in such 
" a case, both himsj^lf suiler repfbot, as 
" the House shall think flt, and his servant 
" receive uobeneflt by the privilog.*, bift 
the fees; because tke justice of tha 
" Efr^oni must be preferred before any 
' personal resp^^t, and none to be spared 
>that shuH oiiond after so fair a warning. 
-»-Orde!;fld»to be obscj*ved accordingly, 
" w^'jih '{W'iAlteration, viz. This freedom to 
" bf^i with the date of the wrif of sum- 
" mons and to continue twenty days after 
« ever, sf%s\qn of.?4rliaSa£s44 ‘-^ • 

We may reasonanly concty4 y.^tq at all 
Privileges, the House of ComAions 
^Jjought itsdf jntiticd to, wei^e enumb- 
ated ill the Orderof the Istof June 1021, 
ns sir Edward Coke, so well acqualnteU 
ith, and then contending for them agalAst 
the undue prerogative of the crown> claipi- 
ed no more. • , 

.^.,'^)pnever these Privileges, so modi^stly 
'and reasonably claimed, and so necessfi- 
riiy^^mplied ^ith, were infrihged, they 
were as modestly and reasonably maiti** 
tained by an appeal to the tribunal of the 
n.ws: which is apparent by reference-to 
•allVihe^Case^ of Privilege which occurred 
up TO the time of the Civil War. Aefbr 
insunc^: % ' . ■ 

In 1427, oWRichard Chedder, a me¬ 
nial servant, ^endin^ upon sir Thomas 
'Broske one of the knigifts for Sotnerset- 

8Mre,*who was assaulted, bea|ei)>^^hd 

^ . _ _ , ■ ^ **^1 

* 1 Qist; 14^. 

L t 




t< 


if 


r 




* 

k 




lid] PARL. 1^EBAl%Si ‘ [MK 

Petition of Rights, and many'other laws, 
which have provided, Thu no fre^itf 9 H 
shall be imprisoned or ^herwise Re¬ 
strained of his liberty btf by due prd« 
cess of law; that it temsto the subver¬ 
sion of the government /f the kingdom, 
because it is in tlie nature of an Injunc¬ 
tion from the Lower Mouse; which has 
no authority or power of jurisdiction ovei 
inferior sul^ects, much less over the Kina 
and Lords-:* Which arguments not 
coiltrovertcd, thr House of Commons con 
teij^ed itself with replyi^ig to, by rctorls 
uBon the as.^med jurjs'tlictioa oi* the 
Roui^e of Lords, and by advancing empty 
assertions of its own authority, without at- 
temptingeto oiler a shadow of proof in 
tIT; rir support. 

But in the Case of sir Samue^ BariTar^ 
tliston before in^niion^, yt is ^curious to 
observe the two Houses changing sides. 
The House of ConTnons then becomes, in 
its turn, the advo'ftte for Magna Charta 
and Rights* of tlic People against the 
usurping jurisdictioji and arbitrary preten¬ 
sions of the House of Lords. EacITHSuse 
deciding as equitably against tKe unjust 
pretensions of tlie other, and according Ifi 
.Ho laws and the interest»of the public; 
anufai^^regHrdless of all equity, the pub¬ 
lic interest at^ tite laws, when taking 
upon it t*<>>lecide in its own cause; thus 
affording additional illustration 

of the f^Mf^^'wholesome doctrine, That 
‘'no’^oire ought to be judge ia^is own 
" cause.” • 

From ibis ppWqd^to.that^of 


not only to extend their Privileges, but to 
assume‘'powers, the exercise of which abo¬ 
lished the House of Lords, brought the 
King to the block, and ultimately dissolv¬ 
ed the whole frame of the Government.* 
If these usurpations of Power wero not 
only acquiesced in, but strenuously sup¬ 
ported by the People, it was because they 
were supposed to be indispensibly neces¬ 
sary to enable the House of Commons to 
stem the torrent of tyranny which was 
sweeping every thing before it to destruc¬ 
tion; and tfk the only means of wresting 
from the grasp of despotisn*, the expiriitg 
Liberties of the country. 

But these, surely, are not sources sirf- 
ficlcntly clear, nor tjmes sufficiently ana¬ 
logous to justify our dra^ving thence in¬ 
stances, miscalled Precedents, to counte¬ 
nance similar proceedings under a legal, 
settled, and established system of govern¬ 
ment. But as every day’s experience 
will inform us IxVw r^ctauily all men re¬ 
linquish power and autHbrily, which they 
have once exercisAi, even aftgr having 
experienced its mischiefs,so wastHe Mouse 
of Commons after ilie Restoration unwil¬ 
ling to yield up its usurped pow^r and au¬ 
thority, submitted to in times of tror>b^ i 
and commotion, but incompatible w'ith the 
return of order and tlie laws. 

Accordingly, we find in the Cases of 
Dr. Carey, Mr. Fitten, sir Samuel Barnflr- 
diston, Shirley., and Stoughton re-sws On¬ 
slow, the'pretcn^,ious to power under the 
name of Privilege still rlimg to by both 
Houses of Parliament, but as constantly 


turn; the one always denying the usurp¬ 
ation of tile other, and the parties ag¬ 
grieved the autha**ity .of both : couse- 


\)urned.. 

The next c^se that occurs is that of Dr. 
Welwood, who published a wj^ekly paper. 

House. He 



denied and resisted by each House in its^^,tion, the first instance that oqgjir^^s that 

Pamphlet on clipping and coining 
futWb/*j. The fjMse of Commons Of- 
jgered a rewarditor ^he discovery of the 
quently no power or authority is acknow-’'''^uthor, and ordered the Pamphlet to 
ledged or allowed to belong to ^either. " 

But the following Case, which cVOf^irred 
about the same time, and. which} lytving 
been 
two 
notice. 

Appeal of sir Nicholas Ciispe the 

lady Bowyer, Daltnahoy and Aher^, w{io 
were taken into the custody of the Ser¬ 
jeant at Arms, for pleading before the 
Lords contrary to •an Order of the House 
of Commons to forbid them; at which 
Conference, the lordk assert. That thy 
House of Commons is no Court, has no 
authority to administer an Oath, or to 
giv^ a Judgment; that it is a^transcen- 
q^t invasion of the Liberty of the Sob- 
j%t; that it is against Magna Charta*, th*e 


a Book 

entitled ** King William and Queen Mary’ 
Conquerors,” said to be written by 
Charles Blount, esq^ k was ordered to 
be^urnt: aa likewise was a Pastoral' 

the same time. J Dyer, a Kewsi. 
paper man, teas repriman^ded for publish¬ 
ing Debates, ^al discharged.|| 


TT 


*“4 Cobbett’s Pari. H^st. 733. 
•f 5*Cobbett'S Pari. Hist. JS5S. 

(i IbiU. yei?; 
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Haring-briefly noticed these unimpor- well knowing the value of such a protec- 
liuit Cascs/l i^all next proceed to direct lion—and they conclude with these me- 
tbe public'aPention to the remarkuhle niorable words Some persons have, per- 
Caso of J^ridgknan otrAt/s Holt* in ItiOti-?. '' haps, from a diffidence oi success, nr from 
The duchess having claimed ;* a slavish fear, or privale policy, forborne 

undor a patent of Charles the second, a to question the power of their superiors, 
right to appoint the Clerk to ilio King^s “ but the Judges must betray their repu- 
Bencli, Lord ChiefJusiice Holt contested tation, and their knowledge of the laws 
the claim. It was a trial at liar, and was " if they should own a jurisdiction which 
decided atjainst ilie Duchess in favour of “ iormer times and their predecessors were 
Lli'j’d Cliief JuMice Holt. Upon which, ** unaciiuainied with.” Whereupon, the 
the counsel of Bridgernan, wl)o had btoi t^ctiiion was dismissed, 
noniinatcd as Clerk by the Duchess, ten- If these reasons were conclusive against 
dered a Bill of *rA'('e|>tiofts, which hte the jurisdiction of the House of Lords, 
Jii.slices refused to seal. In consequenc^; they apply much more forcibly to the 
of which, a Petition, complaining of the House of Commons: lor the House of 
conduct of the Judges, wasprescrited to the Lords retains the judicial authority of 
House of L'irds, accii'iing sir Wm. Dnlbeft, the parliament, being a Court of Appeal; 
sir'W’m. Gregory, sir fiiles Kyrti, Justice', but, the House ot Commons has no judicial 
of the Kiftg’h Blench, of acting i legally iir function to perform, and no court at all. 
liaviug so refu'Jed. They were, in consp- The Judges claimed no more than their 
quence of this ChargeAsummoned by the ri\;hl as commoners id'J'lngland in IVlagiia 
iJousc of Lords to ajfl^ear before them, Charta and (he Comuioibl^*-w of the land^ 
an\l ati'iwer to the coniphdnt made in (he which they conna.iied, aiul wiili success, 
IVliiiun. Which the Judges refused to admitt^'d ofaio man’s being tried, except 
do :<*ar>j| they, in a stdeinn, well digested by agiiif of his eqnaN. Ttu y affirmed, 
ArguineiTt, denied the, Juri-yliction of the lliai all Powers and Piivilcges in the king- 
House ot Lords, insisted upon their un- dom, even the highest, are i ircjniscnbed 
doublen Riglu as Kn^iishnion, to a Triji^^lJfe,vdhe lai^s of the laud, and iliat they, the 
by a Jury of their equals, m case fs.J/Jnn ' Judge , v/ould betray a slavish fear and 
any thing were amis^d ti»f hiving done ro'S i norance, if they permitted such an 
wrong, and clainud the hcnehv.of Ijeing usurpation to l>e drawn into a precedent 
tried according to the Uno^l course of uukut^wn to former limes, 
the Common Law: they np^tn These arguments, which need no fur- 

Magna (LUiarta as freeborn Englislitnen, ihcr emnmenr, ought to have been suffi- 
wluch they saui, was made for ihcm a.s ciciu to ])Ut an emd to all such preieiifuuns 
well as for oth ers: tluit all J*iiUt*rs and i» eithej' House of Parliamini for cverj 
Priv?ftw^yTfr'rii?1si7qp1om, even the liigh-Lbtn so reliKtantly do all nun pait with 
cst, are c^fcumscrihcMl by the laws, and jpowetythat we find the Lords in the very 
have their limits, in ihc (.’ourts of mxtycar, t(»97, in the Case of Lord Ban- 

ininster (said tliev) lliv^LiW is detefmined'1 bury, summoning Lord Chief Justice Holt 
by one, and the Fact ascertained by imo-tkio appear hefnre a Corniniirce of their 
thvr; //ere, lioth the f.aw and the Faclft House; but land Chief Justice Holt re- 
would be m the same hands. If the fused ^i*appeiir, and the lands listened to 
House of Loids should punish, couhl sucit the of reason, and dropped their 

order stop hr bar the legal [irocess kr' *-- preti rtdrtns. 

after? or be tised below as a recovery''^^tfcFiouMfw'se solemn acts of venerable 
or acquittal ?—as an canvict ^ Judgrv^Jnpgooil times, it is evident, that 

or autrrfois acfjuit ? Would the Prdteoil- mult fjr>fld Privileges m the Houses of par* 
ings in the House of Lords sa\e them iVum. iianu icl wiije unknown to the Constitution 
ihu trouble of an^wgring to an informal | anil the Law; thoiigli, sometimes, per- 
lioii or indictment^br the sante thinj^ v\dc~ haps, yielded to from ignorance'or fear, 
where,? . but inwhiLh^the Judgns w'lio knew the 

Hwe it is to be remarkedj that when Jaws would not aeqi-iesce. 
the Judges of the land uiq*- attacked by This sound exposition of the Law, and 
nn unwarrantable power,‘they sheltered the conduct and example of the Judges, 
thcm.selves behini^l the broad shield of- niiglu reasonably have been expeyted lu 
Magna Charta and the Trial by rTury, operate as,?i prevention of any further dis^ 

. ,mi ^ m — quletudc of lift Fugltsli subjoct from 

U * Showers’s Cases in P&rb lJ]/( : paw'or of cither House of Parliament: 
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that il did pipducc a considerable effect, 
we tnav piesume irom the nunibet ol sub- 
sujudit C)<!es> in which neither House 
pichuined to trench upon the liberty of the 
bubper bor ms ance in the year, 

J()>S. Mol^iieux'i Stall oflrehiid/^ 
Ilcicluscd to appeal, and the ffouse of 
Ooninions additsscd the King to diMonti* 
nuc the like woiks in future 

Mr Chiveib, a member, wasoi- 
dilid to attend loi *1 contempt; but de- 
rliiiid (oming and ni\i du, on ns bi- 
ini( put to the \oti, Whethii he should bi 
taken into custody b> the Siijemt at 
Alins? Il was cained in the negitive 
170,^ Doctor Diak* s “History of tlu- 
last pari nnent,’^ i libil 

1707 Doetoi Iiifiid^s “ Account ol 
Loid Pi lerboiough\ C induct in Spun," 
a Jilu 1 

J7I9 Hall’s “ Sobfi Hi ply,”—a work 
sgiinstthe 1 unity 

1750 “ Consli4||tioual Uutiies'^ 

J76J Wilki&’s on Womnn,^ 

towhili till naini Bisln^AVaibuiton 
was pii h\( d as the anih r * « 

J70j \\ dk s\ “ iNoith Bi ton,No W ” 
17uJ \ini Cic itoi pai^phrisid 
In ill of v\liieh ( isis whe lii^ldir libel 
liint uiy iiKinbit of citiir house, oi tin 
wluilt house, Ol both liou''es, or the whole 
fi imt of ihc (zo\iinnnnt, both Lends and 
i ornin ns win lontint to pursue f^i 
known (ouisi oi the I \w, and left the 
pait> iiisidtobi tiiid by the I iw of the 
Inid^itid 1 jni\ ol hi«> country 

II (iris i ( whch, thoujfh piiot iw 
point • f Him, i h wi i ( so xi d lor the 1 isi 
btiiUM It *lt nin s i bw i l>si n ions 
Tti U of tin Kiiitih iNllion'* in J70I 
pits niirJ to lu Ilnisi^of ( Miiin ns bi 
Mr* tolipippo Old lout oihei Kitituii 
Gin leimii voted hy tht Himsi I bcltoiis 
seditious, and i bn leh ol pi vili*^ ^ and 
fo* piisoUiiig whith *he Huo ( ijl tom 
nions ■'inlinetd divi ^rntl nfn to 

be nnpiisoned Is tins in tci i \ instr 
bed and diawn iino pieodinl * gid li 
wh t dV)il IS any piicdKiits li m tiu 
proitedines of an asHmbly ^WoV*eon 
duit IS nbiiiiry, and who'll utions a^i 
miasiiioi by the ciooked loid ol its ovxn 
disc letII 11 , not by khe golden^nu tc} aid of 
the law ? • 

Ih( next and tlie last Case 1 s[i 11 Iixm > 


* 5 / ohbeil a Pari II st. I Sei 

also “ Tihe llistoiy of the Kniti&iP Peti¬ 
tion/'in the \ppeiidix^o ^he sanje yo- 
Jume, .No. XVI. • 


occasion to adduce, is that of the Middle¬ 
sex Journal, in I7V 1. when the Messenger 
of the House of Cunimons^as sent by 
then order to arrest the Pimter, instead 
of which, the Pnnter tool^up the Mes¬ 
senger, and biouglit him/efore ( loshv, 
lairll Mayor, and Alderu tii Wilkts and 
Oliver, who committed ,thc berjeaut Not¬ 
withstanding thisoutijgi which tile House 
of Commons sustaim d by the attack upon 
Its officer, itpiesunud not to touch any m 
the* offending paiiies, except Us own 
mimliers, tlic I/ird Mayoi and Alderman 
I Oufer; passing over ifie Printer, tJie 
Jifiiin dist, and Alderman Wilkes, who, at 
! that time wis not a mtmbei of the House 
—thanwltfih disaffimimee ol its power 
a ftronijer proof cannot be conceived 
Lest It should be possible ihu any pft*- 
son should aUach the sligiUcst iuf()oilauce 
tojhe Resolution? ol citnei House of par¬ 
liament, which maw go to affect those who 
IIP not rninibcrs ot|]huse bodies, it may be 
nei^ssaiy tp iiinatk, that tlie Journals 
fuiiiisT) Resolutions ol tIu most contiadic- 
toiyrntiire toi inst'vncc, ^ • 

Apiil 3, 10^6 7, K(*‘ol\ed, “ That the 
“ Wilt of Habi IS CoipuN lanaot be de-« 
'* nied, but ought to be granted to evtiy 
“ifiv* ^’•uhat IS (onimitted oi detained in 
“pii-on, or otlai^ise lestiaincd by the 
“ tnmmap*! of iln king, the pnvy-coun- 
“ eil or aiyr other, he piavnig the 
“ saine*j' 

Jur,^ 9, lVo5, Resolved, ?«tficom “That 
“ no cominoi erof 1 ngtaivt. committed by 
Oiifei or Wail ant ol the House of Com- 
* mens, loi i xi icVi oi pni liege, dl‘"ton-* 

* tempt of thit House, ou^t 'Without 

‘rV-tVei of ihat House, to hi, by any Writ 
^ of ( tiipeWk Oi other authority 

whatsocvti, mv'e to appeal and answer, 
t' an 1 do ind leieue a d( leimmation sn 
“the lloi^i of Pens, during the session 
‘ of p'>rlnnunt wliiiein. such person was 
' t ^niKtidj-” * 

Anil in 1710, ill Walpold’s Case, it was 
usolvid by the i otds, “ Ihat any attempt 
'' to punish a man without a inai oi heai- 
“ ing, was loutnry to the intuial piinci- 

* pit of Tustid dndJ)J>erty” And, ia 

ise rf Skiniui zffw/tthe Iiaat India 
(tuapany. in J67 5, the Cummona R«- 
M>Tvtd,^* ill} It assuming a juiisdiction 

* 0 * 1(1 the ( d, htin„ leluvable at com- 
“ iiion law, i> e^nti to law, and tends 
•“ to inlioduce aibiiraiy fiowei,”—But, to 

—•«-* —" ■ — ... 1 , ai 

*'2 ^bbeit’-s Pai 1 Hist.V59.* 
f 0 Cobbett's’Parl. Hist, 431 • 
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HefoluUioynR the House of Commons, Sir 
Fletcher Norton said, when Attorney Ge¬ 
neral, (and hr was afterwards selected, for 
his knowledge; of the laws, usage, and cos- 
tbin of parliati^'fnt, to All the Chair,) lie 
would paynoV^uore respect, than to the 
Biosoluiions of so many drunken porter's at 
an ale'bouse.’* The expression was coarse, 
but the principle is just. 

It has been shewn, from the Opinions of 
l^rned Judges—from the Declaration of 
both Houses of Parliament, when "not 
judging in their own cause,--and from 
undeniable lega]*Maxim9,'’that the poorer 
exercised by the House of Commons, pf 
passing a Sentence of Imprisonment upon 
any person, not a member of ife bod}', is 
contrary to the Common Law, to Ma^ia 
Clfarta, and every constitutional principle. 

1 will uo\v go ^further, and undertake to 
prove, that not' only c^ery fundamental 
principle of the Common Law has been 
violated, but that evei^ express provision 
of this Statute Law, for th6 pe^-sonal seve¬ 
rity of the subject, has been transgressed. 
For wirich purpose it^will be necessary to 
examine*strictly, and with the utmost pre- 
oisioti, what the legal and constitutional 
functions of th^^ House of Commons are^. 
supposing, for the sake of the ar^^.^t, 
that they are the fairlj^ chosen Represen¬ 
tatives of the People. Its Privileges ve 
have enumerated from the huhest autho¬ 
rity. Let us now' consider i^-^wcrs— 
begg in^that the Reader will nev3V lose 
sight of the wide distinction between Pri¬ 
vilege and Power. _ , * 

are ^ To remove 
ObstrucTiohs to its Proceedings : to abate,' I' 
Nuisance legally called Contempt: At 

Grand Inquest of the^imidn (which very^ 
term is enough to shew that its office isr 
but to inquire, not to punish), it has au-^^ 
ibority to summon Witnesses for the pur¬ 
pose of instituting Inquiries into Public 
Grievances—of controuling Public 
diture, and of ‘impeaching Public Delin¬ 
quents, in furtherance of'justice, wi^h a 
view to Judgment at the Tribunal of tiie 
Laws. , 

Such being its Ro%£rs, it will be neces¬ 
sary, in the next place, to e^catnine i^in^ 
another point of view, viz. as aCourt’ax- 
ercismg judicial Powers. And her^ at tjie 
outset, we discover, that it if not a Court 
of Record, because it cannot^hold Plea of. 
Debtor Damagetto the amount of forty ^ 
Lo^d Coke says, " That •a 
^-■Courl nar of Record, is where Kcahnot 
Vhpl d PJ ca of Debt or 'Damage tto the 



amount of forty shillings and he ex¬ 
pressly lays it down, " That no Court not 
of Record can line or imprison,’^ as re¬ 
solved per- iotavi cxiriaiu, on argument in 
, Griesley's Case, as well as by Jloh, in the 
Case ot Grenville, versus Bar« cll. To im¬ 
pose a Fine of the lowest denomination 
the House of Commons has relinquished 
its former pretensions. If it does not, then, 
presume to impose the smallest Fine, does 
it not necessarily follow, that it cannot in- 
•ilict the higher punishment of Imprison¬ 
ment ^ It is an acknowledgod maxim in 
Law : ** Cui niinus non convenit, einon mqfus 
convemt i” and of how much more value, 
10 the eye of reason and the Law, is a 
man’s Person, tlian his property, though 
it probtccts both ? To what end, indeed, 
should a man acquire Property, ifhis per¬ 
son is insecure ? The i'otion entertained 
by our old lawyers, respecting Imprison¬ 
ment, which is the highest execution ot 
the law short of death-j' the importance 
attached by lhe»*ifVo the power of impri¬ 
soning men- JJiay he Collected from Lord 
Cok^ w*do says, “ That a man in prison 
is dead in law ; he ia komo mortuus, lost 
** to society, himself, his family, and his 
V friends^ and that a man indefinitely im- 
prisoned, is a man in Hell.” And the 
Gospel says, Is not the Life more than 
meat and the Body than raiment ?” in 
w^dcli vs'ord ** raiment” all external pos¬ 
sessions are included. 

This part of the subject may be reduced 
to a Syllogism 

• No Court, that cannot hold Plea of 
Debt or Damage to the amount of 
'forty shillings is a Court of Re¬ 
cord : 

The House of Commons can hold no 
such Plea; 

'I’herefure is not a Court of Becord— 
/therefore cannot fine or imprison. 
'1*11 now try this pretension of the 
IIous# Commons by the test of its own 
" Vocceji^gs.^ 

is summoned to the bar to an- 
.swer iiyerrogaVories. Should he be unwilu 
irig t<#’doNns, he is sent to prison.—See 
the Case of Mr. Howard, 1075*. Should 
he confess, he is likewise sent to prison. 
See the Case qf Mr. Jones, IS 10. No legal 
evidence can be biought. The House is 
stopped in limine; for it cannot administer 
ah oath, and Magna Charta, who, says my 
Lord CokC| is such a fellow, thatjie will 
bear no equal—arrests its further progress 


* i Cobbett's Pavl. Hist, 77<),' 
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—declaring, ** That no man shall be pat 
to hts Tav^ on the bare suggesthm of an* 
« other, but by lawful witnesses/*' There¬ 
fore, the House cannot proceed po trial; 
consequently, can deliver no Judgment—* 
can pass no sentence, Magna Charta de¬ 
clares, " That no freeman shall be arrest- 
*' ed, imprisoned, or in any way destroyed, 
" but by the Judgment of his Peers, or the 
'' Law of the Land and these words, per 
legem terra, or law of the land, are well and 
fully explained by the statutes in confir¬ 
mation of Md^na Charta. The 5th, 25th, 
28th, 37th, and 42d of Edward the 3d: 
which declare, That no man shall be put 
to answer without presentment of good and 
lawful men, before Justices, or matter of 
record, or writ original, or in due process 
of law. They also declare. That all enact¬ 
ments contrary to Magna Charta, are ipso 
facto null and void. And hereupon, says 
Lord Coke, all Commissions are grounded, 
always having tM» Siyitence, “ Facturi 
ijttod ad juiftteiam pertinn;^y'undum legem et 
consueiudinem ^ngliaf* It is Lord 

Coke, Secundum legem et coTtsuetudiitetn 
liegts Anglia** lest it should be thought to 
bind the King only. Nor is it, •• &xundum 
legem et consuetudinem l*omdi AngSa/* le®*.*. 
it may be thought to bind the People only; 
—but per legem terra, id est Anglia, that the 
law may extend to alb 

Empson and Dudley committed grievoAs 
oppressions undex rover of an act of 
Henry the 7th; which shews the danger 
of shaking this fundamental law by dme- 
gating discretionary powders to Justices of^ 
the Peace or others, withouttrial by twelve 
lawful men. To repeal which, the "1st of 
Henry the 8th was enacted, and todeter/’ 
says,the Act, " others by.their fearful end, 
from similar courses, and to admonish fu¬ 
ture Parliaments, that instead of this or¬ 
dinary and precious Trial per legem terra, 
they bring not in absolute and partial ^ials 
by discretion/* It is t^orthy of remark, 
that Empson and Dudley werej^ah^ad, fof 
going contrary to Magna Charta,>lin^with- 
standing that they acted under the -^uthev 
rity of an Act of Parliament; sffid, ^ov^e 
all, wc shpuld to heart, that warning 
given to future Parliaments, not to take 
away the precious Trial by Jury, and not 
to introduce discretionary jurisdiction con¬ 
trary to Magna Charta and the Common 
law *. * 

Yet, limited and circumscribed as the 
House of Commons is—having no ifteans 

* See* I Cobbett*s State Trials, No. 26. " 


of triaWno rules of jodieial prima^S^a*; 
being no Court of Record—npt presaming^ 
to fine—not competent to idihinbter M 
oath—4]everthele88, it takeg upon itself;' 
first, to determine the crinn expotr/oem: 
secondly, it calls upon the Iccused, to cri* 
rainate himself, contrary to every princi¬ 
ple of English law: and in this extraj'udi- 
ciaL manner upon a man criminating him¬ 
self (so far as avowing himself the author 
of what has not been proved to be a crime, 
can* be called criminating himself) the 
Hoij^e proceeds to Judgipent, and invcst;>' 
ing itself with^all the powers of Grand 
Jivy, Petty Jury, Accuser, Judge and' 
Executioner, without evidence, without' 
trial, it pi^inounces a Sentence of indefi* 
niCt imprisonment, and this in its own 
cause—where, least of all, it shoj^ld late, 
upon itself to decide. ^ , 

Vet us next examine these proceedings, 
by the rules of the^Law, and apin recur 
to that grand expounder of the Law, Lord 
Coke ^ who^ays, Ist Inst. sec. 3d.— No 
man can be arrested or imprisoned con- 
" trary to the formoPthe Greit ChffteT/'* 
2d Inst. 40, 3d Inst. 209— No pefson is to 
** be imprisoned, but as the law directs/ 
i" .either by command, or osdef of a Court 
of tL.d6ord, or lawful warrant, by- 
** which one be detained lawfiiUy to 
answer the law." 

Every opjvvssion undq; the colour of au¬ 
thority kind of destruction; and 
Magna Charta says, No man tdiquo 
ntododesiruatur.” Every oppression temll 
to deslgiction : bi^t that is the , 

j^ression which is done”uricler^|fltyr of 
Edward the 6th incorporated St. 
/^ao? with powjfi*. to make (Minances: 
'’sihey n^e a BVe-iAw with a penalty of 
imprisonment. This was adjudged void*-*'- 
decause contrary to Magna Char ta ’ 
because NuUu$ liher Aomo cqpMinr.** N> 
freeman shall be imprisoned, l^c. On tho 
•saino’^ccount, a Commission under the 
Great Seal to arrest a notorious JFelon, 
was g^olved to be -against Magna Charta 
—because no man shall be brought to an* 
swer*-not being indicted or appealed by 
the party or other pr^aess of law. By tlm 
*d of Henry 4th it is enacted," If any m«l ' 
be Rested or imprisoned against the fiirm 
of tjie Great Charter, that he be broUgltt 
to his answer have right/* 

TImse are some of the pumerous Frovl* 
fionsVor the safety of the people^ arising 
ouf ofithe Common and recognised. 
the »at^elAW. ^ These are the'glbriowy 
Privileges of Eng^hahipen; Aehr 
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icriptible, inalienable Liberties claimed] Certainly not to biiKl the Subject. It is 

insisted nptin and demandeti'' by the Bill universally admitted by all writers upon 
of Rights, at|d sealed and sanctified by the the science of Government, that the legis- 
blood of thei| forefathers: lative, executive, ami judicial powers in 

. ,** At once the ^ide and safeguard of the laiid.” a state should be kept distinct ; that tlic 
Shall the.'st^Bulwarks, that have with- monster Despfitism is generated by their 
stood the ptlting storms of the Prerogative union; and that Justice and Liberty are 
of the Crown, be rsapped and undermined promoted and assured by these powers 
by the creeping Privilege of Parliament? being kept separate and distinct. Ac- 
Yet will this be the case, if the House of cordingly, tiie Laws of England keep not 
Commons be permitted to usurp a Power only the great onllines, but every pait of 
never pretended to by our must arbitrary each feature distinct. The great oulliiies 
kings.—But iio^! the Laws, Cases,^and arc. The King entrusted wioh .the execu- 
Autliorities, before citedj are positive: lion of the Laws; yet cannot the King 
They make no reservation of Privilege#of execute any law; but he is bound to de- 
Parliament; much less of Power of the legate his authoiity to officers of the 
House of Commons; but on lh« contrary, .law. Why?—because, ii‘it were other- 
are conclusive against both. ® wise;, if a Aobject tvas injured, he could 

*Let now try, by another toucdistbne, have no redress I’h^re would be a' 
this Power eyerpised by the House of wrong without a remeJv; which the law 
Commons. ^ will not endure. The King can do no 

It is an acknowledg<‘d maxim in T^a^v, wrong: that is, the King can do no act 
That there can be do Wrong without a but by the prescribed,Joi ms of the law : 
Renledy. When Edward .the ji'’ourth Somebody orothi*t'iniist, conse^JuentI 3 ^ be 
asked Chief Jn-'tice^ Markham; If be answerable- Jri/r il.—When the Pi tition 
coffid*liot arrest a rtian ? ** No,” said the of presented to Charles the 

honest Chief Justice, '* ^our Majesty First, the House of C<unmons would not 
•cannot arrest any man even for treason ; i accept of the. King's Answer, ihougli 
because the party, if aggrieved, co^l^fcLviebiiiig'to their wishes, because it was 
have no remedy; but if hewas^ksted ' bot couched in the precise and formal 
by any officer of youf IV^ajesty, he could phrase of the law: they therefore ad- 
have his action for false imfjjFisonmenb” dressed the King for a more full, explicit. 
This unanswerable argumc^ji is equally aod satisfactory Answer. 'Nor were 
applicable to the liouse of Camions. they contented, until the King coming 
To whom does it hold itself accounta- down to the House ol'ComVnons told them, 
ble ? « “ He had an answer now to give, hp was 

Agadnjtwlmmor w^t can a party ag-I sure tyould please them;” and actord- 
' gti ^ii bri ng'liu^io'n ? J ingly, when they again presented the Pe- 

Where look for redress ? tilion-^-he returned the desired Answer 

Here is an argun i^t , which our fiU in the piccise legal form, « Sait droit fait 
lawyers considered t^nciusiv^ to ani cowwmc il cat denire** with which they were 
point: as may be seen in all their pleaJ^ sati-Bed.''^ 

iiigs. It is the legal, “ rcductio ad absuri As the Legislative i.s kept distinct from 
dum,'’—a failure of justice, which neither the Esfecutive, so is the Judicial from each 
Law nor Reason will endure. i and [)oth. An English Court of law is an 

What the Duties, Privileges.^a^idJ objedt worthy the* contemplation of every 
powers of the House of Commons ai?^j^intl ,Hiat delights in Justice, bo is 
have been already shewn. In conte.it- everytt^^ofconstitutional and iegsl pro¬ 
plating the Constitution of this country, cetdiijl^. Is Vtny person accused of hav- 
which will appear more admirable, tlie ihg combined an offence, infuimation 
more closely it is* W-wed, and the more upon oath must be given before a .sworn 
minutely it is investigated, we should bo magistrate, who i.s aullmrised to admjt 
careful not to confound*its parts : tu*hfar him to bail, or commit.liim to prison ac- 
in mind that tiie House of Corjimons is cording to the nature of the i)ifeticv. In 
not the High Court of Psfi-liameht—that which last case, the warrant must clearly 
.Parliament consists of three Eistates—the set forth the charge, and must have a law- 
Kinj- the Upp^r—and the Lower jkouse ful conclusion \ that is, that the party 
-^lliat each pf these has its own j^ukar shall »be ^detained to answer the law, or 

, functions, and that no one separiyteiy has -->—;-- 

'wy^gwer except over its own Members. * 2 Cobbett’s Pari. Elist. \0\)f 
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till delivered by due course and process of 
lau[* The swoni Information before a 
sworn ^magistrates is transmitted by him 
to the Clerk of the Crown to be put into 
,the form of an indictment, which is laid 
before a Grand Jury of 23 equals of the 
accused, who find or, ignore, the bill. In 
the first case, he is put upon his trial, 
wlicn, according to the sworn evidence be¬ 
fore given, the witnesses confronted with 
the accused, twelve n)er> on their oaths 
ascertain the fact, and the Judge upon bis» 
oath determines the law: should the 
party be acquitted he can never be trou¬ 
bled again fur the same offence, he can 
plead his autrefois acquit from the records 
of t!ie court; which will be a bar to fur¬ 
ther proceedings against him. Should he 
, be convicted, is committed by a war¬ 
rant in execution issuing from the lawful 
autliority, to hear and determine causes— 
stating llic offence, and concluding, that 
the party be saft;!^' kept, till delivered by 
due courc of law. -dd he be molested 
again on the samevchargv, jje can plead 
his autrefois comici —which stops al^ fur¬ 
ther annoyance. 

Ill these wise and cautious proceedings, 
no one party can take any two succes¬ 
sive steps : The Jury ascertains the Fait'; 
the Judge applies the Law; the Sheriff 
executes the Sentence. Such is the 
guarded practice of the law. Yet n^it- 
withstanding, all thcne wise provisions 
and regulations, 'does the House of Com¬ 
mons, only one, and the lowest hranch of 
the Legislature, take to itself the func¬ 
tions and powers of the whole Legislative, 
FiXeculive, and Judicial. Skipping over 
all intermediate steps, over-leaping all 
the constitutional boundaries, they jump at 
juCe from accusation to punishment—the, 
highest, short of death, that can be in¬ 
flicted—Imprisonment; and illcg;d, be¬ 
cause indefinite. 

The Speaker of the House of Commons 
will, no doubt, be able to shew an exaius 
pie, which may be orroneouftly ♦rained a 
precedent, of a Warrant similar'to that 
by which Air. Jones has been^ommiittd 
to Newgate. He will, no doubt, be able 
to [loint out the time when such Warrants 
were issued ; but, it must be observed, 
that it is a« strongly marked ^Viththe stamp 
of illegality, as every other part of the 
proceeding ; in fact, it wants every itigrei- 
iJicnt of a lawful Warrant: it neither is¬ 
sues ftbm lawful authority, nor c<vitains 
lawful cause, nor has a lawfiul conclusion. 
Of lilies, the case above qTtoted of tlfe jll^- 

''Ol.XVI. 


I Sir Francis Bisdett, 

gal Warrant, under the Great Seal, for, the 
apprehension of the notorious fclop ; tjjeact 
of the 2nd of Henry the 4th; 2nd Institute, 
46; and 3rd Institute, 1209^'are in propf. 
Should any more w^inting, the 1 st 
Roll. Rep. 3.37, may be^ddud; which 
says, ]f a Warrant of Committmqiu be 

fur impri.'^oning a man till further or* 
** der, it hath been held Si; for it should be 
" until the parly be delivered by due 
“ course of Law/ 

Having now stated the inode adopted 
by the Hou.se of Commons ip assertinjg 
it^ ^ight to aii^ngc itseff, for what i.t is 
pleased to call a breach of its Privileges^ 
when the authorities w’hich have been 
adduced considered with that attention 
ti^which they arc so eminently intitled, it 
cannot be thought presumptuous to say. 
That each and all of these prdbeedings 
are*contraiy to thV: Comihoif Law, to Mag- 
nfT Charta, the Pet«tiuu of Right, the Act 
of Habeas Corpus, the Bill of Rights, the 
basis of the Revolution, the compact be* 
tweeif King*and People; the Act of Set¬ 
tlement, the condition by which thj^HJng 
holds his crown ; and the numerous Sta¬ 
tutes which have provided for the Liberty 
of the subject:—That by so doing, in- 
steaij cf claiming modesify and necessa* 
lily, thePripiVegcofnvearinga shield topro- 
tccl theinsclvcs^gainst the prerogative of 
th*e Cro\vn,*or any other annoyance, that 
may actuaM^ obstruct*them in the dis- 
tliarge of their duty to and for ij^e Peo¬ 
ple, the House of Commons has assumed 
the Power of using a sword against the 
Liberties of that F 'Liberties 

'W'liich they are bound, in a peculiar man¬ 
ner, to maintain and defend:—That, by 
t)rocec4iiig thuv ‘■••iCy h^ive exercised a 
jurisdiction not vested in them; ajurisdic- 
.tion beyond tlie limiu of King, Lords ai^d 
Commons, whilst Magna Ghana remains 
unrepealed; and repealed it can never 
be, tjjl England shall nave found her grave 
in the conuptiou of a Housoof Commons: 
—That, by thi^ act, they contbund the 
LegfSiaiivc, Executive, and Judicial func¬ 
tions, w'hich the Constitution has wisely 
orilained shall always be kept separate 
,and distinct. 

Bj-ing but*.one. and the inferior branch 
oflhe Lcgisljiture, it has shot beyond its 
due limtts; not a tendril only (an exuber¬ 
ance instantly to be lopped), but pushed 
/ortkits arms till they oVer-top the other 
trgesyif the forest ; rendering all beneath 
its slpVe, and within the repftrbofits 
encji uAous anduavJ^ol$9oi|ii«* *. 
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They have done a Wrong without a Ke- 
mcdy ; and have put a subject out of the 
JVotcctioii of the Law, by dooming him to 
mdeHnitc impri^^oiimeiit without bail, or 
niaiiiprizc—pi’cveutcd from his Writ of 
Habeas Corpus, and debarred of all rrdi ess. 
—Thus subjecting the Liberties of the 
People to a ciipi;icious Vote and dtscre- 
lionarv Resolution of the Lower House of 
Parliament. 

Hitiierto this question has been argued 
on its own merits, from the general prftici- 
pies of the Common f/avv, and poshive 
provisions of the Statiitesj all concuiring 
on the same point, the assurance of the 
personal Libeity of the Subject, which is 
not to be resU allied but by virtue of a 
warr'^nt issuing from lawful aulborky, 
gnmnded on an intbnuaiion upon oajjf. 

Of Lawful ^ Warrants there are three 
sorts: ' ** *■ 

1 st. A \V^aiT:uit of'Apprehension ; in 
which must be let ited the deposition upon 
onllf, and which must cdnciuile with' an 
order to bring tlio olfeiider before' some 
nia^i’iU'aie, To be' further dealt with 


of Commons, and of some of the members 
thereof/' (viz. Mr. Yorke and Mr, \V uul- 
hani), the former gentleman, iioi being in 
the habit perhaps of reflfcLiiig, that the 
known laws of his country would gi\c him 
ample redress if he hud sustained any 
wrong, compiaineil of what he Lineii'ully 
called a Jircach of Privilege, wliicdi he as 
whimsically grounded on the Pill of UighU, 
Whereupon, Mr. Calc Jones having been 
brought before the Ilouseand acknowledg¬ 
ed hiinselfthe author,w'a*; accord¬ 

ing to the Speaker's Warrant, (or rather 
prejudged) guiUj/ of a gross libc-l, afid 
sentenced to be inijuisoned during plea¬ 
sure. 

, Let us apply the Unlcs of the Law and 
Arguments -.f the dodges bclorc staled, to 
the ca^c of Mr. J "<’S, * 

Ibt. The proceedings are upon bare 
sugge.stion, contrary to Magna (Jiarta. 

2 dly. Mr. Jones is calied upon to cri¬ 
minate himself,ct>nirar) 5 ^o eoinmon sense, 
and every priiicyVs of the bnv, 

3diy. Tlvf.v^Anise of'Commcns ascertain 
the tiict pullout Evidence, being incapatde 


according to law." ^ of acIniinisUriiig an oath. 

* 2dly. A \Va\rant of Commitment; the 4lhly. They ,previously determine the 
ofienee not btyng bailable, which iniist^^uilt witltout apperding to any Jaw. 
set out paiticiilariy, iho sworn dtpo.sjtion ^5thly, They deliver Judgment wltlioul. 
of the informant, aftdbrnust conclude Trial. 

legally, with a nioiidate^to j/ie jailor^to blhly.-'riiey pU'S a Sentence ofindeffu- 
detain liis prisoner, “ to answer itn; Jaw." it« ]in|)risonmtnl, contrary to law. 

Jd’y. A Wairaht in Execution after the 7thly. The Speaker issues a Wairanl of 


party h »*4 been foU!\d jjiiiltv* bv a Jury of Conmiltinrnl illegal in the gross, in all 
his cfjuals Wiiitdi must contain a copy (il its iiigrcdicnts—no bovlnl authority—no 
the lecord ol co*nvittioii and of tb(’*.ludg- Uwful yausc—no lawial <’onclnsion—ami 
*nieiU*^ precisely the Sentence wanting that essanlial ■•Uuni) of I tw, a Seal 


to l>e <*xe^Tited according to Law, and con-^ of oHiec. J’liat the public may exoreioo 
elude wiili an injunction to keep the con.- its own jiulgincnt, however, llie Wauant 
vioted person in Mil’e^ij^^dy, t’lKn* sbaH is here set fovlli. 
be delivered by course* of Law: tliat is, . „ ... ,,,o »• »* i .. :• 


tiil the expiration ol the definite Sentence/ 
It is lunv proposed to apply all the 


3hrcuiH fiP die rebiuarii, !S!0. 
Wbcrca.s the lioujc of (?oininons liatb 


Arguments, Cases, and AviUionties leferrt d ** tlii .5 day adjudged lb »t John Chile doiu 
to in the pfogress of this enquiry, ki.tbe ** having written iuid cau^^^ed to be printed 
case of Mr. Jones individually, from an a cc^'tain Ikipcr eonUiining Idu ilous \ii- 

aiixioij '4 wisli to bcivc tlie subject eon^sider- tlectimiSj-'on the elutractcr and conduct 

ed in every point (if view. The pi'ictice of the .said* lioU'C and of some of the 
of tin? (’ourts of Law aulhmlsed to take * Mciribcj?! ihereot, i ? thereby of a 
cogniz'ance of onencc.s and to iniiiet '"high breach of the Viivileges of the 
pniiisiviuentsjjasbecntracedthroughevery. " said House. And wdiorcas, the said 
step; it now remains taeonlrast the k'g.d House hath thereupon ordered, That the 
practice with the proceedings of the House " said John tiale Jones be for kis said of- 


of Commons. * 

John (laic Jones liaving (according to 
the words of the bpeaker's Warjfant)^ 
W’ritten and caused to be jn inted, ‘ 
tain Paper cohtainiiig libeilons.ici^ 

the ^aracter and conduct of tito ll^usc 


** fence ccniniitted to his Majesty's Gaol 
^ ol’ Xewgatc: I’hese are therefore to re- 
quire yon the Kecjicr of his Majesty's 
Ga(i] of Mewgate, to receive info your 
custody* dKrine the plenswe of the said 
riouse^ the body of the said John Gale 
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Jones, ami him safely to keep in your 
« fjistocly; for wliicli this shall be your suf- 
« licirnt Warrant—Given under my Hand 
this 2lGt day of hVhrnary, IHIP, 

C(iAnLi;‘5 AfjKOT, Speaker.” 
To the Ki'(prr of hn 
** (idol of AVuy'fl/f.” 
liOt tills liistrmii‘*nt-*—thIs thin'' sui 
—br contiasleJ \^ilh iho dcM’iip- 
tjon above' j. :vcM of the prope*ties of a 
lawf-.'l warr.oit. Dot sit not* vid.iuly np- 
j)C}ir, »bat this [»ircf of nn^Oaled [).ipor*l 
!ili;nfd by tfit* iSj>faKt.r, by wliich «;ii un- 
trii'd sobj< < I hii'. been t> :t!iiat.d, bear no 
le;‘*UiOot I. V? Aji-i i’.uMVouj tlie roin« 
mciietmtnl ofihjy pro* —in itspro- 

grrss and to iis t\.5;cin >ioii—there is not» 
0 !ii; sti'p th.ii has not linen marked in a 
pueiili O'nuimn r with dlMcspect for the 
laws—a tlisi’ospect i.n wliieh all the parts 
liavc boon wuadei felly conslsrcnt tlirounh- 
ont, in roijsliliiting tbt' most unlawful act 
tlje nund td’ rnan^ran'H^Nsildvconfvivc. 

I.ct lilt' ease ol IVlr.'’^ s iifnv be nina- 
siiied by the a-gufliciits o.'''J»e Jiiilges 
betbrt! cited: whicli Ai'guinents Vere 
held by the llonso td’ faiivl*. as conclusive 
ajjainst tts pretru ion-s. ♦ 

'i'be Judges chiimid ai’d ind'-ted upon 
the liriu fit of l!ie (kainnan I.aw, Magna 
(dravia, and Trial by J'.iy,jor anif thiv*' 
inwhiih they might have donfc wrong; 
not because they were Judgi's, but Re- 
oan.'C they were commoners of England. 
’rh»*y denied and rejectrd tl'.n jurisdiction 
of the Lords, inrJ a>''i(;notl tlteir reasons: 

“ Ikrmsse, intliatca ^e, the fact ^Wlnld lift 
a ctrt:nu.d, and the liiw wotdd be de- 
<^'lejin!iud by the same party, anfl that 
''ll l:j*‘v>henld be punished by the Lord?, 
that vvoudd not prevent, their being cail- 
" ed to io’.'Wcr again in the Courts of 
Westiiiinistcr hall, where they couhl not 
plead au nuirefoh convict, or autrefois 
" ncr;/nV: and hO, they might be punished 
twice for the same clK-nce.” 

Let ns a])piy tins rcasoiiiitj^ to tire cni?fe 
beloi’e us: k hath been shewn, *tiiat the 
(’ommon I.aw, Magita CliaVta, and Trj^l 
by Jury have been violated* We find 
Mr. Jones imprisoned for an act, the ilft> 
galily of whicir has not been |)roved—the 
facts not asceilaiRed—nor ijie law deter¬ 
mined. Yet is he now undergoing such a 
fciciitence as hath been shewn. And, as 
to the other part of the Argument of th^ 
Judges^: what is to prevent Mr, Yoike 
from prefcM-ringa Bill of IrulicWneflL ac¬ 
cording to law, against Mt’-Mones fyv this 
«amc «ct: And if wc can suppose^ Hhat 


any twelve /axiful men in England could 
be had to find a verdict of Guilty, then 
would be be puiushcd twice fur the same 
ollenoe? Ho could not prove his former 
conviction, lierauso be coiyd not produce 
the, record of his foimer ^sentence ; be- 
c:m c, tl.f IloosecfCommnns is no Guart 
I of Kccorij, thcitdbre -kicc’p.iblc, by la\v, 
to furnish a copy ot the ro( i>nI; because 
the I.wv dors not allow that House to Irif 
and . ' icivii/ic nnv cau-e. To ilefermine is 
liev.jiid its limits, as hath been shewn: 
iis j^icapacity is dearly^ proved by the 
legal circumscrfptiori of its powers. 

•We will next suppose that a Jury can 
find no injury to h:ive been sustained by 
Mr. Yorbi, and shcnld return a verdict of 
APnuittal : then will Mr, Jones have been 
senr^wued to undergo the mo^ severe 
piioisiinient short^of dc;iJ.h.»tliat of inde- 
imprisonment, by an Order of the 
House of ConimonS, for having done an 
act not proved to be a crime; on Uie con- 
triiryw w hii'lr vmH have fictm delcrnrined 
by a Jiiiy ol ills cqyals, not to have been 
an oll'vMCc, as in the base of UecvrsT^ilh 
whom the ininistcr dealt more lendcrly 
l)y ':iving him, his civaliu'e, the benefiP 
oftio’ law; when a Jury oontradictod by 
their legal veidict the predetermined 
Judgment of IIou<o of Commons; 
but, if a Juf)^ w< re to do the simc in the 
present case# Mr. Joiys could have no 
remedy for the wioiig done in him—he 
cannot bring his action for fnlst^ impri¬ 
sonment against Mr. Yorke, nor against 
the IfoiiGc of (’omiTinns, nor the Serjeant 
at Arms, nor the SheriliL nor the Jailor: 
that is to say, if the Courts of Law sliould 
Icll him, as they Imvc told oihcrs here- 
lofori-, that they coWd not intcricie w ith 
the House of Commons. 

Aiuxious to liave this Case ihoTougUty 
considered, and to leave no loop to hang 
a doubt on as to the true character of the 
Proceedings of the House of Commons, 
we will .suppose it may be said, IhatMr, 
Yorjiii* took tliiTi Hiothod, by calling out 
Breacb of Privilege, of punishing Mr. 
Jones, as the act v\ as not properly cog¬ 
nizable by a Court of J*aw. To this is to 
•be replied, ip the iirst place. That if an 
act ^is not cognteable in a Court ofl/AW, 
no.offencc Iras been comiiiilted : because 
an Englishman is at liberty to do every 
ihirm not tbi bidden by l^e law'. But, a fact 
•iias^ccurred, that proves that Mr. Yorke, 
if*ai^ievod, had his rerpedy by due 
cOu^e\and process of Law: as a legal 
Bilf of iDdictmejit has.becu preferred by 
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anothoi- member of the llou'^c of Com¬ 
mons (lord Castlereagh) ag.xinst Mr. 
Jones, as the auther of a piac.ml of a 
similar nature (inviting disertssiou) and 
found by the ^raud Jury. And, in the 
event of Mr. Jones's being* coin ielediiy 
law, there is notliing to prevent lord 
Ca&tlcreagh from complaining of a 
Breach of Privilege after Mr. Jones has 
undergone the limited seutejice of the 
law, and gelling him sentenced by the 
House of Commons to unlimited impri¬ 
sonment for the Stine oflcnct*. Mr. J^.iies 
cannot plead liis autir/ois lliongh 

he may procure the reconl from the CouH 
of Law where he was convicted. Tlie 
House of Commons will not receive it; so 
that lie may be punished, once by a V(fle 
oAhe lV>usc of Commons coiUnuv todaw, 
and by Bill pidictn^ent according to 
law—and again,—by Bill of Indictment 
by the law, and by Vote of the House of 
Commons .igainst all law', all for the same 
ofitilcc, for the legal aiKfpro^j.iblc.diira- 
tion of thr bfu of map. 

TTn? Speaker's Warrant (if it can be 
called by such a name) wkich has been 
yet out at length, commits Mr. Jones, 
"during the pleasure of tlic House of 
Commons." It has been shewn, that a 
law'fui warrant should is^-uc from lawful 
authority—should a'«ign lawful cause, 
and should iiavc tj lawful CMicInsion. A 
Speaker of (he House of Commons is no 
Legal Magisti^tc—his Warrant assigns 
libel—is not libel bailable? But it may 
be pretended, ^,at the Culprit h?s' been 
tried and ^onueiiiued—This is a Warrant, 
in execution.' -A Warrant in execution 
by a iSpeaker ot the House of Commons 
on a sentence of inTprisonmenl ! for a 
month—or six months—or a year—or 
seven years—or for a day—or an hour !—; 
Let not the people tliinkthat this state¬ 
ment is incorrect; because that the facts 
staled are nearly incredible. The House 
of Commons, that does not pretend to a 
right of committing any'persun fog, cus¬ 
tody, even one iioui—yet insist upon and 
exercise the power of passing a sen¬ 
tence of imprisonnMut, during the plea¬ 
sure of the House I Not to be " dclivereil* 
by due course of law," nor to antiwer 
any law." For what law is he to,answer ? 
for what offence committed? Or, is the 
aliedged offence,of so heinous a natuw as 
to preclude the supposed offender /Tront 
bail.? By whj\t law can he be delrbrcff ? 

^To what daw can he appeal? WMt j( the 

term^olhis confijiepient? ^ } 

k 


I ft K*.—3fr. Lcthbridge*5 Comphimt (1 r>3 

" During the pleasure of the Ihtfse oj 
Commons/* 

Here is an Englishman outl.'iweti ; put 
out of the protection of flic King's law 
•by order of the House of Commons, who 
are peculiarly bound to protect and defend 
the labelty of the Subject.—The House 
of Commons, which is no Court; whifh 
cannot fine; which the law fbviiids to 
pass any Judgment; which cannot ad¬ 
minister an oath; which cannot iil.e any 
one step according to law, fortlic best ol 
all reasons, because the lavf recognizes 
no such Court, nor allows it any such 
power, as passing a definitive sentence. 

•But, it is truly admirable, how con¬ 
sistently the of Commons lia*’, acted 

throughout the .!>ole of tliis al¬ 

ways measuring its ; -oceedings by the 
line of its own discretion, instead of the 
golden metcyard of tlie Law*—a principle, 
which ifonce admitted—admitted!! if not 
reprobated, and the inevitable 

conse(juencG the total subver¬ 
sion^ of and' Order. For what 

inak^^ the distinction bctw'ccn a state of 
Libcrly and a state of Slavery, but being 
guided and protacted by known laws com- 
num IomU, or being subject to vai iable, 
arbitrary, and uncertain discretion. " Mi* 
sera servuus est, ubi jus est ta^wn, aut 
incoi^niinm/* Wretched is the slavery of 
hhn t.ho lives under uncertain laws! 

Jf the Jiulgc'j of the liaws of England 
in the days el lord Holt, thought so justly, 
and acted so firmly and decidedly in 
fheir ra-p, so have we witnessed in our 
time, how acutely a learned Judge of the 
(hvil f.aw, Mr William Scott, can feel, 
when even ,i presumed injurious suspicion 
is thrown out, thtingh no |)unishinent has 
been inflicted upon liim without trial or 
a fair defence. And here it is impossible 
to avoid remarking, how tender-skinned 
some men are upon being touched them¬ 
selves! how Misreptible their feelings! 
How tii^mbUngly alive to the slightest an¬ 
noyance! 'riiii learned Civilian felt no- 
djing for poof Jones, sent to jail without 
trjal, witkout an opportunity of making 
his defence. His own words will best ex¬ 
press his feelings on the occasion alluded 
to, which wjis on a charge brought for- 
w'lird in the House of Corntnoffs by lord 
(^)chrane, my most worthy colleague, 
against the Court where the learned Civi¬ 
lian presides ; when he said : 

" ThaUtbe accusation was brought for- 
" wacd again'st gthe Court where he pre- 
shlcd^ wbea there was no possibility of 
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** a defence, and thus allowed to impend 
*• for many months over the head of the 
** court, which could not demand its trial, 
and of course could not ward oQ' a most 
" painful and depreciating suspicion ; this 
was a modeofproceeding which could not 
be sufTicicntlydcprecated, nor loo severc- 
** ly reproved. It was placing a man in the 
situation of a supposed culprit, in whom 
every guilt was likely to be presumed, 
" and from wliose society every innocent 
man was ready to fly, abandoned by 
o society, c§t ofl^ and in a manner ex- 
** communicated, he might in the end ap-- 
'' pear completely guiltless, and prove by 
" his acquittal, that his only misfortune 
was not being allo>ved, in time, an op-. 
« portunity of defence. Notwithstmiding 
the cruelty of this, many mei» were to 
** be found arixious to bring forward an 
" unfounded accusation, and the world, in 
“ general, was but too prone to its recep- 
tion. flo deplored the custom, and 
deprecated its contiil'u •■*re ; and he did 
so the more earnPstly, acutely 

'' its injustice in his own case.^^—^Aiid, in 
these feelings the House of Commons sym- 
palliized. , 

He coni|jlains in tlic style of tlie Civil 
Law of being oxcoiTirniinicatcd. iVIr. 
Jones remonstrates in the language of the 
T.aw of England against being outlawed, 
without ba>ing been found legally guitiy 
of any crime. 

Tile Roman Satirist, when lashing the 
vices of a corrupt country; particularly 
upbraids the absence of feeling gene* 
rally, exhibited foi the sutlerings of i^inall 
men in humble stations. Tiic pooV man 
may lose his goods and all Ins eflects. 
Slipuld his house be burned to the ground, 
no one troubles himself about it. But, if 
misfortune touches the great, then, all 
partake of tiie general sorrow: 


** Mngna Arlinii cecidit domus, inc. 

Tunc gemimus caslis urbis; tunc odimus* 
igncni.'’ • 

Poor Codrus excites no sympathy*: 

** Lut if the palace of Arturiiis burn, • 
The iiubles change their clothe?, the matrpni 
tpoiii'n ; 

The City I'l actor will no pleadings hear; 

Tlie very name of fiie, we hate and fear ; 

And Iqpk aghast, as if ilic OaSis were here.” 


From the conviction on my mind of the 
justness of the sentiments here expressed 
by ihtilearned Judge; and from as well 
weighed and fully digested an«opiliion as 
my researches enabled jn^ to ma^e, and 
mjr reason instructed me to forob ^pro- 
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posed in the House of Commons : " That 

Mr. Gale Jones should be then dis- 
" charged.” 

In opposition to these argumeuis.itwas, 
in the first place, rdied on, Tiial this 
power of Commitment iiid been exer¬ 
cised for three hundred years. In sup¬ 
port of w'hich assertiyi, only two in¬ 
stances were adduced. One of Ferrars, a 
mcmbct and servant to the king, before 
cited; and one Mornington, who beat 
Mr? Johnson u member, and pleaded igno¬ 
rant of liis being a member of the House 
of Commons^. • But of what inqjortance 
anc these two Cases ? For their own acts, 
w'erc they ever so numerous, .can never 
be admiiitfd as Precedents to establish 
tlitir own claims. Sir I'liomas Bromley, 
ChjVrjcellor in the reign of Elizabeth, de¬ 
nied that their own acts cuuid be cited as 
Precedents, wheif they *were insisted on 
by a (loniiiiiltec of*the House as proofs in 
support of tlieir claim to a privilege of not 
being li ibly to* be s'lbpa’nacd in CHian- 
eery. Sir Thomas Bromley said, that 
unless tluv'-e preteucht'j Iiad been touAimed 
by tlio the Coi^rt of Chancery, tlw'y were 
ofnoav'iiltj ^nd all Lawyers know ihab 
a legal prcf cdeni is established by a deci- 
sitm ol'all ibo Judges, on an Argument at 
Bar. Noiliiiig ? Jiif be more misthievous 
oi; more cal^ ulatt d to mii'lead, than to use 
legal terms ii^a popular sense ; ami (bough 
tlie word Precedent in popular language 
means any thing that went befoic; yet, 
in a strict legal sense it yieaiis a Decision 
upon'i^rgument, one of which is worth a 
thousand without. 

From Custom or Usage such a claim 
never can be set up ; for a custom to ob¬ 
tain m6st be reasotiablc in itself; inui>t 
have been used from time immemoiial; 
must be pro bono publico —not contrary ato 
law, and never contested. 

From Common Law. it cannot be de- 
riveil^ because at common law, a man 
conld not be imprisoned’ in any case, 
unlc^ss for forct' pr violence—for which 
bis body was subject to imprisonment, as 
one of liie highest executions of the Iaty» 
And, that it is forbitlilfn by all the Sta¬ 
tutes, it is to be hoped has beeti suffi¬ 
ciently proved. • 'flicrcforc, unless it can 
bo^sheiyn, that an Order of the House of 
Commons can contravene* all these autho¬ 
rities, there can be no pretence on which . 
thmuniirpation can be rnaintained. And 

Kjiatsell, 53, 

Ibk^G. ' 
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to talk of the Law of Parliament as con- 
tra-djbtiiiguishcd from and contradictory 
to the Acts of Parliament!—It is a phan¬ 
tom fitter to be entertained by the fancy 
of a Bedlamite than bv a LaWw^iver. 

Notwitlistanfiiiq: the care that has ]>ecn 
taken in the progress of this onquiry’ to 
keep legal words from being used in a 
p(}pular bonsc, and to prevent a confusion 
of ideas arising tlierefrom, it will be ne¬ 
cessary in this case to adopt the mode 
which has been invariably pin sued, rnid 
to deilnc correctly the legal meaning of 
the term about fl) bo discussed. Tor, by 
not altending sullicieutly to this disiinc- 
tioii, much cinl-arrassnient waj created 
during the fortver discussion of thi'. sub¬ 
ject in the House of Commons : few ptr- 
sotis having been able to keep su(riei(^'.ily 
separateVthings, in their nature so cssen* 
lially diiVLTi‘nt, aV the pi'iwer of Coiinnit- 
nient for a legal Conleiupl, (or abatement 
of a nuisance), and the passing of a sen¬ 
tence of Inipiisoriincnt ar, a jjunislurfeiit 
for an odlnce, ^ 

ry one kiKAvs 'that in a popular 
phrase awnan is said In shew contempt for 
another if he turn u[>on his heel ami do 
not answer a salute: but, in a legal sense 
Contempt lias one meaning, and one oiilv 
—that i>, obstniclinn lo.ilic procetifiiiigs 
of a ('curt, wliii Ii every (!V)urt^is ll((•c's^a- 
vily cninpotent to lemove. “ CiUitempt 
is a disuhnliencc to the lulcW and orders 
of a Coprl. (hie may be puuislied lor a 
contempt in Court, but not out oi ('ourt, 
or a private abuse“^'.” Wlietliei- l!u. Case 
of the inrorpoiMtion of St. Albans,* whieli 
has been accurately stated, and the Argu¬ 
ments of the Judges in Bridgeman venus 
Holt, are or are not a^plicalde to the case 
before us, must lu' loft to the candid con¬ 
sideration of tile Reader.—It is necessary 
to observe, that I lay no stress upon tlie 
fiutfiOrilj/ of the Judge? merely as such, re¬ 
collecting full well the many opinicuis of 
Judges contrary to tfie Law of the Land 
and subversive of the Liburty of the Sub¬ 
ject, In the ca^e of'Ship Moncyt'thc 
Judges di’lermincd, that tlte King had a 
light to levy taxes without consent of the 
Representatives oT'^lhe Peo[)le. In the 
famous C'aseoflLdjcasCorpus/in the Kipg’s 
Bench, afterwards reversed,, the Judges 
determined, tlwt w^hen the Kin{J co\n- 
mitted, the Subject could have no relief. 
When Charles llie First imprisoned ]Vj5m- 
bers of Parliament for their parliamcTOi;}' 

^ See Crook, £]iz. 0'i>0* r V 
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conduct, the Judges dotermined, that the 
Act of the fourth of Henry the Eighth was 
a private Act, though made expressly 
to prevent members from being (]ues- 
.tinned, in consequence of Mr. Stroud hav¬ 
ing been cpicstioned in the Court of Sian- 
naiies, and fuieil and imprisoned by lliat 
Court, on account of a bill he had iutio- 
(luced into the Uou-ju of Commons for re¬ 
gulating the Tinners in Cornwall. 'I’here* 
tore, u is not upon the authority, bnt 
aipon the wei ;l:t of the arguments above 
cited, and honest arguments they wcio, of 
unreed Counsel in ihclr own caust^, that 
we rely. 

, As for r'.Iodrrn Deci'^iortS of sudi men 
as l)c Cray, INjaurtield, or Konyon, they 
will hiudly l)c worth quoting on either 
side of the quesv’.. n; and, for an il’ustra- 
lion of the conduct i.f ‘he last mentioned 
Jiiilge upon tliis great ton?!Untion.il ijues- 
tioii, I beg leave to n-hr iho to 

the Ca*:e of Benjamin Fi**wer, and to tin? 
al)ie ArgumentMr. ClilHnd in that 
(•a..o ; to wjiiH* Argu.neiU 1 embrace this 
oj)po’*tun?fy of acknowleilging my self 
gieally huh.lu-.c!; and so, in my ojunion, 
are tlie public at largo. 

In tliis Ar,,nment, tlic Reader 

should caiefullv ke( p in mind the m ilked 
distincliuji Ifiiro is between Piivilege and 
power. ‘iNo Piivileg- of tjjc. House of 
Commons is here derued. But, it may be 
asked, I j)on wh it ground- or pretence 
tliey ass'jiin* a Power to'punish? Since 
they have lakm upon iJicinsclves to ijxer-. 
fiiMi this Power, it, is fair to tall upon them 
to shew how they came by it, and when 
they fust claimed it^'. 

* Sir Rolu it Walpole seems to have 
entertained tlu* s.nne M-nliiiu nis, as ap¬ 
pears from lii.'t Npeet ii in the iJoii.se of 
Commons, in the Case of *Sir Richard 
Slcelt?, in 171i: Why/' f-aid he, 

“ should the author he ansvvernhie in jiar- 
'• liament for the things which he wrote 
in Ins jjritati! caj.'ucity ? And if ho is 
" punishable by law, why is he not left 
* to tlie law? By this mode of proceeding 
** parliament, which used to be tlie scourge 
'' only ot evil ministers, is made by niinis- 
•* lers the scourge of Jhe subject. In 
former reig’ns, tlie audacity of corrupt 
tion extended itself only to judges and 
'^juries: the attempt .so to degrade par- 
liament vs as, till the pres(*nt ]>triod, uti- 
'• heard of The Liberty of the iVcss is 
'' unrestrained ; Jiow tlicii shall a part of 
'MliQ legislature dare to punish that as a 
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The c(.t!iUir!icerncnl of this Usurpahon 
wn'i they goinil of the Upper House 
of ami cul off the head of the 

Kiorj. They hlill, it St eiiis, are emboltl- 
eoeU to reUuii an illegal power not pre- 
icMiilci! to even by the King, But which 
these loc.'il sov( reigns over Uic King, claim 
as of rigiu. But no wonder, when they 
have so cnlirclv departed iVom the ends 
ol‘ tlieir institution—as was ollLred to be 
proved by Mr. Madocks, aud acknow¬ 
ledged by tliemsclvcs, in the never-to-be- 
furiioiteii in%rnin" oi‘ the* !Ith ol’ Mav, 

O ^ 

one thoiis.vnd eight Inmdied and nine; 
when, from being the Lower or Inferior 
(for it is the same sense, one being an Eng- 
li*-!}, the other a I.atin won!). Branch of 
the l,egiNlaiure, they ha\j becoinje the 
])roj)rit{«jrs, by burgage tenure, of the 
whole Hfpresentalion; and, in that capa¬ 
city, innated with their hi^h blown faiici- 
I'ul ideas of majesty, aud tricked out in the 
tr.ipj)ln::s of royalty, think Privilege anJ 
Ihutet lion beneath thr! * .dignity, aisume 
the Sword of Prewgativt,':‘nd lord it 
eqnollv over the King and the t^eopl^''^ 

But, in onler lliat nothing may be 
wantin', to lender (lulv ludicions every 
part of this procfcding, \vhich,*ipvorting 


crinrj wiiich is not deciaied to be so by 
any low, tVanKii I'y the uIimIp! And 
why .djonl 1 that I louse l>e made the in- 
** slrunicnt of .sncIi a detestable pui()Ose/^ 
See (k>Xi-’s W'ldpole, vo!. i, p. 73, See 
hIso (} (.’obbett’s Part, iiist. I‘z0!>. 

Upon this iiieruor dde Debase, Mr, 
Ponsonl>y, I/n’d (‘iumctllor nf Leland, 
under tl’.e iiig Amin''‘ration, ob«*ervc(i, 
“ Tliat lit^ conid m.L < nt to proceed 
*‘ag’.i:r4 ii.ds vidu.d >, Ik cau.>c tliat had 
bVen piou'd I') loth ln,d long 

betn :v> mvturiou,; a> the S-m al no-'U- 
day ; lumiely, lim Sale of Si at* in tliat 
" lIon-:[‘/^ Si.c Cobiji‘U*s Debr.tos, v\d. 
xiv. [t. 0 10, 

And in u ('oinmiKre of the whole 
on the If tol'.lunc laht,upnn A^j-. (^urw en's 
Pelonu Bill, the Sj)e:*ker •made u-e of 
these vxpressions: ** The qn^dlon noV 
before ns, is no le'js than this: Whcilitn* 
“ the Sea'ts in iliis Iloiise shall be lience- 
“ foith publicly salable?—A proposition, 
** at tlie »ouiid of which, mir ancestors 
** would have startled witli indigirUion; 
" but a practice, which, in these days, and 
‘^widiin these walU, in uller oblivion of 
every foimcr ina.\ini and feeling (U‘ Par- 
liament, has In en avowed »nd justified." 
Sec p,. 637 of the same Volume, ‘ . • 
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the laws of the drama, as well as all other 
Jaws, begins with a farce and ends with a 
Tragedy, the House of Commons imprison 
Mr. Jones—under the sanction of what 
law think ye?— The Bill of Rights 1! * 
—Well might Paine call ?t the Bill of 
Wrongs; if it could be thus converted 
into an instrument to oppi’ess and to des¬ 
troy the Liberties of the People, those 
Liberties which it was expressly framed, 
clainr'd, demanded aud insisted upon to 

pj’Ott‘Ct. 

Vorkc has discovered anew mean¬ 
ing in the BilUof Rights; and, because 
the Bill of Rights declares, 'J'liat a member 
of parliament cannot bo questioned any 
where out^if parliament for vvords spoken 
iharein, he has sapiently concluded. That 
thc*^eople arc prohibited from exgrcisiitg 
their uiulorstauding, for lli^ purpose of 
dis|;us5ing or ccrstiring tfle conduct of the 
(ientlenien who sit fti that House. These 
(h’litlenicn all concuiTul with him in the 
Sentence jias'Cd*on Mr. .Jones; though 
no on? agreed with him in his neiv intcr- 
prela*iou of the word«“ Uuo^rioll,^’ 

Bill of Rights—knowing, as they did, that 
'* questioned," legally, means accused* 
before a tribunal competent to puniah; 
and that tlie power iinended to be coun¬ 
teracted was tlie. l^Sng’s Picrogativo and 
the aibitraiy prflceediiig^ of the Court of 
Star Chambor^which were in tlic constant 
habit of questioning am?punishing Mem¬ 
bers, for their conduct in the Houir.', as in 
the Ca-e of Air. Strode b{;forc nieruioned, 
and of Siricklant', Sir .John liliot. Col. 
Cimrelini, Holies, Valentine, and many' 
Olliers. And, surely, that cannot be deem¬ 
ed a Piiviicge of Parliament which is in- 
compati^ilo wiih the Rights of the J'eople: 
as tin* f.ords lesolvcd in the Ca'sc of Ashby 
and White: “ That dtrlariner Ashby guilty 
of a Iheach of Privilege ol the House of 
Commons i.s an unprt(,cdenl( d attempt 
i^upoa Uic juvi.sdirtion of parlijfinent; and 
i.'; in eli‘ ct, to subject the law of England 
to the Votes of the House of Commons*'' 
—-Aifd Innv' mucfi*moic so is this act of 
inifirisoniug Mr. Jones! 

I>ut the House, it seems, thinks that its 

la concerned ni continuing Air. 
Jom^ in |>rison.. That dignity should 
cons.st in poui^hing is a novel idea. The 
dignity of any man or body of men is best, 
maintained by liicir doing their duty, ac- 
tfordiiig (o tlieir several stations. If dig- 
nit#^" in punishing, then would 




CbbbctCs Pari. Hist. 43i. 
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Jack Ketch be the most dignified man in 
the landBut the Coiumous do not sit 
in that house tor their dignity, but as Ser¬ 
vants of the People; not to exercise Pre¬ 
rogative and Power over ihern, but to in¬ 
spect and coniroul the Public Accounts, 
to protect Lil>erty and Ptoperry ; to c*om- 
plaln of f'Xoi'biiancf.s of Power in any 
f^nurter j and to uiaintaiii the Laws of the 
Lund. They are the last persons who 
ought to set ail example ot encroachment. 
If they liecotne de^tcoyers of the Liberties 
of the Pe(»jde, in them, oppreirdoii i-, com¬ 
bined with treachery ; tlie^’ destroy \Oipre 
they are bound lo protect. Lvory rcuspn 
is as strong ;ig unst such an act, from tliem 
toward*, the People, ns it was against Mac¬ 
beth in the murder «»f Duncan. 4 

He i^bpre in dnuN'e ti ast, y* 

I'Ust as I agi Ins •suiyect airl his kinsman—- ,* 

P.oih slryiic: the —then as his host 

Who siuMilil .licau t hi|mnrdercrshut theilfior, 
Not bear ihe kn.fe 

Having now arrived a ronclosioj[i of 
the Argument npoti tins mo^i interesliiig 
and iinportimt case.^<gic cannot, m takmg 
leave ot the sidijecl; in reviewing the 
wlnde of the pioi ceding T oniplaiuctl of; 
*in bfcboUlin'; un ussendilv whose st,le bu- 
sinews it is tt» of ike laws, mid to watch over 
the due execution oi, the laws already 
made ; one cannot, withVucb impressions 
in onc*s mind, lielp entmiafning a (f'tir, 
that the (>entleingn ot th.* House of Com¬ 
mons, may in time, unless llu y revert to 
the fireat l^rioeiples of the Cuu&titution, 
be iti danger <*1 •incurring the soiUi^ncc of 
i?t. Paul upon the insolent and ty«annitc*l 
High Priest, Ananias, who had command¬ 
ed him to be siricuen for opening hi.; 
mouth in his •uvn ilefcnce ;—** G^d shall 
" smite thee, i*<''U Afhitcil wall; For sit- 
" thou to jud ^c* me after the Law, and 
coinmundc-^t ni*; to be sfniltcn contrary 

" lo the Law }*' 

, • 

The Speaker—** Sir Francis Purd^tt.** 
Lord h'olkt'itove ro.u» to order. The* 
honourable TiiMube. hail coiDpiaiind to 
the House <d‘ a gro'^'s fiie.i' li of us ^nvi- 

* Lord Clurenric . o •leru ',, ** J bat the 
damage and rniAChn ( c.uiiir’ !w. e\};n* ‘•ed, 
that the Crown uod Male soA.uiVjd by t)»> 
deserved rc[}ioar)i iiid int'^niy tbaf at¬ 
tended thf Jtiflgrs by in'iiig math! u e of 
in this and liki av i', of p v\er, tIuTt! lu'ing 
no possdiili^y lo prt'.strvc llie digtiitvC rcf 
Terence, und estimation of the laws mein 
•elve^, bm by* ilu; mUgiUy uud muLceiicy 
of the judges.*' . * 
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I lege, and, in support of this charge^ had 
caused a publication to be read, which 
occupied more than an hour and a half 
of their time. He now thought it but 
fair, that, out of this mass, the lion. gent, 
should point out how, and in what manner, 
the hon. bart. had offended, and what was 
the course he intended to pursue. It 
must appear to every one, to be quite im¬ 
possible for the hon. bart. to be expected 
to get up and answer a charge founded 
upon the whole of this publication, in bis 
own defence. „ 

Mr. Lelhbrtd^re replied, that he could 
have no objecimu whatever to point out 
the passages which struck hun as oileiid- 
ing against the character and privileges 
of the Hou e. As he had before slated, 
he had marked tb“se passages in the' paper, 
given in, bolli in oi.^er to save the time 
of the House and to shew precisedy 011 
what paiticular parts his complaint was 
founded. He did not/hi*‘k it becoming 
in him to call (^''ilic House lo have all 
this long paojiif'^ad but when it appear- • 
ed ijic w^Wof the House that it should be 
so read, if he had objected, he would, 
wiili mucli justice, have been accused oi' 
c.dling pw them to decide upon garbled 
extracts lie was now rearly to adopt 
any sugge.stion of the ilonse. He declar¬ 
ed in liii place, that be had no personal 
hostility to the hon.*baronet. In bringing 
Ibrward this motion, he was actuated by 
math higher motives. As«m Knglishman, 
ill dehnicc of lln lr glorious privileges— 
;i.s tbe^ lepresentjujve of as independent 
and free a body as any in old Fngland, 
he witfi ijiduc'cd to undciUike to bring for¬ 
ward thi.s allinr.—He would now proceed 
to point out the pari’cular pa.'Jhages winch 
appeared, in Ins* mind, to bear him out 
in his charge. *l’hc iiist pa- age that 
struck him in this light, w as the very first 
in the preamble of the addri i«y, contain¬ 
ing the following extraordinary language, 

« ** The Hou.se of Gommous having passed 
a vote, nvhf h aniom:‘s to a declaration 
that an order of theirs i.s to be of more 
iftiportanqe than Magna Charta and the 
iaw.softlie bind, Itiindf it my duty to lay 
my seiiiimenis thereon Ln lore niy consli- 
tm-nts, w hose cli.iract<ir as fiecmcn, and 
oven vihose 'personal .safely, depend, in a 
great degree, upon the decision of this 
question j a t|ucsiion of no Jess importance 
than this ; whellicr our liberty be still to 
b' Si.yured by the laws of our fori-fitliots, 
or be to tay cat the absolute tnercyofa 
parj of our fellow-subjects, collected to* 
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gether by means which it is not neces¬ 
sary for me to describe/^ 

He appealed to the House if this alone 
was not suthcient ? if it was not, he was 
sorry for it, but it ceitainly struck him in 
that point of view. 

The second passage was in tlic same 
letter, wheie bespoke of the power of 
committing, exercised by the House, in 
this way 

“ If they have the absolute power of 
imprisoning and releasing, why may they, 
not send thgr prisoners to York jail, its 
tvcil as to a jail in London ? Why not 
confine men in solitary celN, or load 
them with chains and bolts ? They have 
not gone tliese lengths yet ; bui \vhut is 
there to restrain them ; if they are to be 
the sole judges of the extent of their nwtt 
powers, and if they are to exercise those 
powers without any conlroul, and wiilioui 
leaving the parties, %vhoni they choose to 
punish, any mode of appeal, any means 
of redress ?*' 

The third passage wa^ die conciudiiig 
pari of the Letter. 

''The Argument, by which 1 cnciea- 
Toured to convince the gentlemen ofllie 
House of Commons, that Uieiv vis, in the 
case of Mr. Jones, were illegal, I shall 
now lay before you, in a more full and 
connected way than it could possibly bo 
done by the Pui IiamenUiry reportgra; 
and, in doing this, I shall <lo all that now 
remains in my power towards the cojrec- 
tion of this, as 1 deem it, most enormous 
abu!;c of power, and most dangerous of all 
encroachments upon the rights afid liber- 
tic's of Fn^lislnncn.'^ 

The t)(lier passages which fic* had 
nuirked, weic contained in W'hat was called 
llwL* Argnmeiit. The fir»t of these was as 
follows:— 

" Mad I not been prevented by indis¬ 
position from being present when the 
House of Commons passed by vote a sen¬ 
tence of imprisonmeni on Mr. Gale Jones,* 
I should have endeavoured t,o sjjiwv, that, 
under all the false notion of privilege, 
they lire exercising a power, and commit¬ 
ting an act of oppression, ill Ibited to the 
character of guardians of public liberty, 
and destructive of the first and most im-* 
portant object of*ihe constitution, viz. the 
per6onal*sccurity ol'tlie subject." 

The next passage, following the men¬ 
tion of numerous authorities against tfie 
act of the House in comniitting Gale 
Jones, proceeded thus:— « * 

" Founded on sucli a fcaJis, petrified by 

▼Ol. XVK • • 
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such authorities as I shall have occasion 
to appeal to in the progress of this inquiry, 
I have little doubt of being able to con¬ 
vince every impartial mind, that th« 
flonse of Commons, by proceeding to 
judgment, passing sentence of imprison¬ 
ment, and issuing a w^arrant of commit¬ 
ment, has gone beyond its prescribed li¬ 
mits, acted m a uiannrt' inconsistent with 
the ends of its ijiaiiiution, and violated tho 
l!uid'> 'u;ntal piinciples of the law and 
coustitutiou oi' the laiui, and this 1 shall 
prove by tiic iipplicatirui of the staadiird 
of flic law to the proceedings of that 
Jfoii.se.” 

'Mie hon. member then read the follow¬ 
ing passage:—- 

By jiVoceediiig thus, they may have 
exercised a jurisdiction not vested in th^n, 
a jinisdietion bt yond the linuis «f King, 
Lords and Coinii^ms, wUilc^lagua Charta 
^•.^i^in^ unrepoal^'d; and repealed it 
ptver can be till Liiglaiid shall have found 
her giavc in 1)141 (uiTuptioii of a House of 
Collisions.’*—(Loud cries of hear! froitk 
the Opposition.) • 

The next obnoxious passage ■waVthal 
advening to t4ie Speaker’s warrant is.sued( 
to llie keeper of his Majesty’s jail of Newi 
gate, and was to this ellec(P:<— 

" Let this instru^nent, this thing, suig€-> 
neris, he contri^'ted with the description 
of the pitiperties of a legal warrant. 
Docs it not'evidently • appear that thia 
piece of unsealed paper, signed by th^ 
Speaker, by which an untried subject has 
been.oiulawed, bears no feature of legali¬ 
ty aad that, from the commencement 0 / 
this proceeding, in its progress, and to its 
conclusion, there U not one step that has 
not bij^en marked in a peculiar manner 
with disrespect for tile laws } a disrespect 
in whicli all the parts have been w'onder- 
fully consistent throughout in constitut¬ 
ing the most unlawful act the mind of insui 
can possibly conceive.^' ^ 

TiTe hon, gent, now caUed the atten¬ 
tion of the House to a passage, which ho 
thought wouhr of itself substantiate all 
complaint: it was this : 

" But no wonder when they have so 
entirely departed frcai the ends of their 
institution, gs was offered to be proved by 
Mf. Madocks,'and acknowledged' By 
tliciiisqjves "in tlic never to be forgotten 
ni'iniing of the I Ilh of May, 1809, when 
frc*ui being the lower or inferior '(for it- 
is tiu: same seuse, one being an English, 
tlie other a Latin word) branch of the Le- 
gi'dat'ire, they have become the prcmric- 

i\ • • 
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tors by burgage tenure of the whole re¬ 
presentation, and in that capacity, inflated 
with their high-flown fanciful ideas of 
Majesty, and tricked out in tlie trappings 
of royalty, think privilege and protection 
beneath their dignity, assume the sword 
of prerogative, and lord it equally over 
the King and the people.’^ 

These were the specific passages on 
which the complaint was founded : on 
thei^e he stood calling upon that hon. 
House to vindicate itself from a series'of 
unjust and unjustifiable a.‘!persions, ^nd 
punish the violation uf thc#r privileges in 
what manner might, to their wisdom, ap¬ 
pear nio.st fitting. 

The Speaker stated, that ai'Qarding to 
the uniform practice of parliament, it w.'.s 
nov.’ the time for the member charged'to 
be hcaru in any thing he had to say m 
answer to the charge preferred against 
him. r 

Sir Francis Burdette in a low tone of 
voice, said that the hoii. member 
bound explicitly to point out* the rfatnre 
of tba charge. ThfFtfwas to his mind no 
ground of charge in the extracts which 
bad been read from bis yfddress to his 
Constituents. ^Tlie hon. member had 
thought proper to call the attention of the 
House to certain passages in that Address 
upon which he founded Ris charge, but 
had not condescended to st^e what pil- 
vilcge of that Hou^e they violated, or lion 
they violated any privilege of parliament. 
That Address cpntained all of argument 
that he knew on the subject, and he •could 
now add nothing to those avgdnicnts. 
The Address was his. The Argument 
which it contained was Im; he was ready 
to see them subjectet^to the most rigorous 
inquiry ; but till he should hear from the 
ln>n. member something in refutation of 
his principles, he could not look upon 
himself as called ppon to undertake tlieir 
defence. lie had no hesitation to slate that 
in writing thak Address and Argument he 
had no idea that he Avas .infringing any 
privilege of that House. Was it tS be 
supposed that the simple act of arguing 
on the powers of the Commons was a 
crime ? Would notThe House endure even . 
an abstract doubt of their j)o\vers ? This 
doubt was the entire of th^ charge hi¬ 
therto adduced t if a stronger onc'lay Be¬ 
hind, it must be brought forward before he 
could be expected to meet it by an'an-« 
swer. He was willing to abide Ijy ifce 
feet and ^ argument pf that papei^;. lie 
would ttaud the issue, but if it Were the 
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pleasure of the House that he should now 
withdraw, he was ready to withdraw.'* 
(Cries of No, No, from the House.) 

The Speaker again stated the usage of 
parliament. A charge being made against 
a member, he might meet it as he pleased. 
He might deny, admit, justify, or excuse 
is. Tliis was the uniform practice ; and 
it Avas equally the uniform practice for 
the niemiier thereafter to withdraw. Fol¬ 
lowing preceding cases, it would then be 
for the hon. gent., bringing forward the 
charge, to ofler a proposiiioii. declaratory 
of his opinion of the subject-matter, 
which it was for the House to deal with, 
as tlieirjudgmciil directed; either to adopt, 
amend, or negative it. If the House, 
thcrefoie, k*'ould not; in the present in¬ 
stance, choose t*» depart from the un¬ 
changed, and what L'' hoped would be 
their unchangeable [>ractice, they would 
order llic hon. baronet to withdraw. 

ISir Franci'i Burdett lu-cordingly wilh- 
dreAv. *•' 

Mr. to < fler a fcAv observa¬ 
tions tllSpoint of order, when he was 

stopped by 

The Avho informed the hon. 

memberthere aaus no question be¬ 
fore the House. 

Lord Ossulston objected to tlie course 
pursued, and said, in ]>(}int of fact there 
woM no complaiut iinule against the hon. 
baronet (Loud cries of Chair! Chair!) 

Ttie Speaker, to set ihe n<d)lp, lord right, 
had to inlonn him, that what had. yet 
Uecii done, Avas conformably to the esta¬ 
blished rules and unbroken 'practice of 
parliament. 

Mr. Lethbridge then rose to submit the 
Re.solutions which he meant to found upon 
the document Avhich he bad given in, and 
which had been road at ti\e table. In 
stating the grounds upon which he felt it 
his duty to bring this subject under the 
consideration of tbe House, it w'as hia 
intention not to trespass at any length 
upon iis^imAj or atteniion. 

Lord Viilkestone, on this, called the lion, 
gdnt. to or^cr. If the hon. member wa« 
to-make a speech at ail, he should have 
made it before his hou. friend had with¬ 
drawn. When the I^on. member had 
called the attention of the House to cer¬ 
tain passages, in the publication then be¬ 
fore the House, which he charged as ob¬ 
jectionable, he should at that time have 
shewn.,how these passages were iii'breach 
of the privileges of that House. It was 
sucli ah exptauaiion on the part of that 
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hon. gentleman, >vhich he had in a former 
instance called fur, as it was his decided 
opinion, that any speech he had to make 
ought to have been spoken before the 
hon. baronet had withdrawn. Undoubt-, 
ediy the hon. member was not called 
upon to bring forward his Resolutions in 
the same way. lie was hiinseif fully 
aware, that the practice of that House re¬ 
quired the hon. baronet to tvithdraw be¬ 
fore any specific motion, founded on the 
grounds of charge, should be submitted t(f 
the House. •But he begged gentlemen to 
consider the embarrassing situation in 
which his hon. friend was placed, by 
having witlnlrawn before he had an op¬ 
portunity of hearing the statement of the 
hon. gent, as to the manner in which the 
passages specified were considered by the 
hon. member as violations of the piivilcges 
of that House. 

Thu Speaker looked upon the course 
pioposed by tlm»hon. mover to be per* 
feclly consjsient with the uniform and 
established practice of tlia^ House. The 
hon. member was then about to s»bniit 
the proposition which he had f»:U it neces¬ 
sary to bring forward respecting the parts 
of the production wliich made ^,lie foun¬ 
dation of his (omplamt to the House. Ho 
apprehended, thuieioiu, that it was per¬ 
fectly compeleJ^ to that hon. member to 
proceed now to suite the reasons upon 
which he grounded the motion he \y' 1 < 
about to submit, and which he conceived 
sufficient to justify him in bringing the 
complaint under the consideration of the 
House. Unless he had iiiadvcilcntly 
omitted some step in the progress "of ihe 
proceeding, it was Ins opinion tliat the 
course propOiied to be pursued was strictly | 
in brder. 

The ('hancellor qfthe Exchequer coincided 
in the doctrine so clearly laid dovMi from 
the chair, 'fhe individual who thought it 
his duty to bring forward a charge, was 
bound to make a compiaint in the first 
instance to the House, and ih^n !<T the ] 
particular grounds ol hi.*^ charge upon 
the table, in a specific shape. Jn the case 
under considuratitm, the whole of the do¬ 
cument *upon which the charge w;u 
fbumled had beeu read t)v the clerk at 
the table ^ and the hon. memhcM* bringing 
forward the charge, li.id besides even 
pointed i»ut, and read in his place, lh^ 
pariicidar passages winch he comadved 
to arnouiu to a violation ot the privilegt s 
of that House. Ihe hon.* baVonct had 
therefore had an opportunity to pioue, if 
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he could, that the passages so specified 
did not violate the privileges of that 
House y he had the opportunity to shew 
how far they contained the sentiments of 
a person who entertained a respect for 
the character, the dignity, the privileges 
of that House; how far they were inno¬ 
cent in themselves, or j,ustifialde upon any 
grounds. The hon. gent., therefore, who 
brought forward this question, was very 
prop< 'ly, when interrupted by the noble 
ioi’tJ, proceeding to stale tiie ground* 
upi^ which he considered the passages he 
had pointed o»t, as violations of the pri¬ 
vileges of that House. Upon the princi¬ 
ple of reasoning adopted by the noble 
lord, the hon. baronet should not only be 
parmitted to hear the grounds upon which 
the hull, mover brought forward jus Rfto- 
lutions, but all the argumcnli^whiLTi should 
b^ made use of ift the w^ivjlc course of the 
discussion. Upon*the reason of the thing, 
he would admit, that an individual under 
an h(X’usatipn ofight to be allowed to’hear 
all that might be urged in support of the 
charge against him.* * But upon very-good 
and suflicient^ reasons, that House had 
thought proper to adojit a dillerent course 
in its proceedings, and tou act uniformly 
upon the principle whicli dictated it. If 
the lion, baronet wire therefore to be al- 
io.wcd to liijar the speech of the hon. gent, 
he would haj;e an equal right to hear the 
whole discussion; and as both were in¬ 
consistent with the uniform practice of 
that House, he was determined to sup¬ 
port riic course that had been pointed out 
by tliethair. 

Lord Folkestone oflered him'^elf unwil¬ 
lingly to the House, particularly as he 
dificrcif from the opinion of the Chair as 
to the propriety of the course proposed to 
be pur.sued. But wliutever reluctance he 
might feel on the occasion he was in duty 
hound to state the coufcieulious impres¬ 
sions which existed on his iiflnd. There 
w'ere but one or two precedents of cases, 
similar to that •under considoralion, that 
he could call to mind, as having occurred 
since he had the honour of a scat in that 
House, both of which jvere in strut con- 
•formiiy willi the conise he pointed out in 
the present insiance. One ol these piece- 
<lents was the case of the right hoii. gent, 
hiiiisclt (the Chnuellor of the Exchequer) 
las^ycar. In that case, an hon. member 
^Mr. Madocks) wliom be was happy to 
si« iiuhis place and who would correct 
him if he should make any mistake, or in- 
adverieiH misrepresentation, had submitted 
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a brief complaint to the House. Excep¬ 
tion was taken to the proposition for pro¬ 
ceeding with the charge at that time, and 
consequently some days delay took place, 
after which the hon. member brought for¬ 
ward his charge again, which he prefaced 
with an argument of considerable length, 
shewing the grounds upon which he 
founded his accusation. The right hon. 
gent, was then heard at length in his de¬ 
fence, as also a noble lord (Castlcreagh) 
who was implicated with him in the trans¬ 
action which gave rise to the charge /re¬ 
specting the seat of Mr. Dick, then re¬ 
cently vacated). Both the hon. members 
had had the advantage of hearing the 
speech of his hon. friend, and'after they 
had made their defence and withdrat^, 
all thatv’^emained for his hon. friend t<f do 
was to subiT/it his motion to the House. 
The other was, that of the lord advoc.'te 
of Scotland some years since, w'heii an 
hon. friend of his Mr. Whitbread ex¬ 
plained the ground of liis accusation in a 
long speech, reserving his niation only till 
thatfiobic lord bad made a long speech in 
his own justification,and wi*b<bawn. The 
fiame course, according to ail the informa¬ 
tion which he had been able to ef)!lcct, 
ought to be pursued in the piesrnt case ; 
and it was upon the thorough conviction 
of the propriety of that course*, according 
to the reason of the thing that ho had 
ventured to suggest it. The right hon. 
gent. sCemed to have greatly misunder¬ 
stood the views lie had upon this question. 
An hon. member had produced a painphirt, 
tile work of another hon. member, and 
read some passages from that pamphlet,. 
which he made the ground of a charge of 
breach of the privileges of lha'f House , 
against the author. How such passage-* J 
Were a violation of the privilege*^ of tliat 
House had not been shewn; and unless 
that could be shewn, and if the writer rr- 
marned still of the same opinion as' when 
he wrote the pamphlet, he contended that 
his hon. friend could not know on what 
ground he was charged, or in what 
manner to defend himself, particularly as j 
he had stated that, in writing it, he did 
not conceive that be was infringing any 
privilege of that House. If the -hon. 
baronet had changed hi.s opinion, he mjght 
undoubtedly retract, or qualify, or even 
excuse hi.s conduct; but without know¬ 
ing in what way his sentiments, as ex* 
pressed in his work, were con8i(lere(^ a 
Tiolationof the privileges of that Iit>usr, 
it was actually impossible for him'to know 
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what defence to make. He could not 
suppose it to be the object of the right 
hon. gent, to entrap the non. baronet into 
the embjrra.ssment in which the proceed- 
•ing propo.sed must unquestionably involve 
him. It was a fallacious argument of the 
right hon. gent, to say, that if the hon. 
baronet was to hear the speech of the 
hon. gent., he would equally be entitled 
to hear the whole discussion. When an 
hon. member called the attention of the 
‘House to a grave and serious matter of 
charge, it was but fair that^the accused 
member should have an opportunity to 
hear the ground.s upon which the charge 
was brought forward ; and after defend¬ 
ing himself in his place, he might then 
very prope V he required to withdraw 
without hearing any part of the subse¬ 
quent discu<.sion. li." reason of the case, 
therefore, bore him out in the course he 
reromrnended ; and he must contend that 
the honourable bamnet* was intith d to 
tile fair advantage of hearing the grounds 
upon whic> tfic hondurable member had 
made* the complaint and chaige against 
him. 

'fhe ASpeoArr ftjit himself bound in duty 
to the llouse to bfing to the recollection 
ctl '^eiitlcinen, that in rases of complaints 
aqain-'t members, tin re ^;rc two sons of 
proceedings resorted to*y the House, 
wMch might ])erhnps account foi the dli- 
ferenceof opinion on this question. One 
of these proceedings u :is, when a com- 
[ilaint was founded upon a wiitten paper, 
or other document. When that was the 
ra.se, the paper on which the complaint 
was Iblnulcd was gi\en in at the table, 
afier whieb the member, the object of the 
charge, was heard in his defence from his 
jdaf.T, and then reipiired to withdraw. 
The House, upon that, uniformly proceed¬ 
ed to disciiss the merits of the charge, 
nnd after mature deliberation and accord¬ 
ing to liie particular merits of the case 
Came to a final decision upon it. The 
othei; cMirse w'as that which was followed 
when a inemltt'r could have no notice of 
the charg? against him ; in which case 
the niembtT bringing forward the charge 
was bound to clear the grounds of his mo¬ 
tion, and slate the nature of the charge. 
To this description of cases he '■conceived 
the case of the Lord Advocate of Scotland, 
already alluded to by the noble lord, to 
belong. In tliat instance the charge was 
founded op a letter which had been written 
by that nobie lord, in his official cha¬ 
racter, to an individual in Scotland, Tho 
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grouniJ.' of the charge were fully staled, 
anil that noble lord was heard at length in 
his defence. The House would recollect 
the comments, which, after that n^ble lord 
had withdrawn, had been made on the spe¬ 
cies of defence to which he had resorted. 
The noble lord, in that defence, which ap- 
pered to many hon. members full and sa¬ 
tisfactory, had made some allusions to 
the peculiar laws and institutions of Scot¬ 
land ; and it must be fresh iii the recollec¬ 
tion of several gentlemen, how these al-' 
lusions had^een conunented open, and 
the comments made to bear upon 'he 
question under discussion. He took it to 
be the right ofa member under accusation, 
to have due notice of the charge a};ainst. 
liim, but not of the arguments in support 
of it. If an hon. nieiii\)cr was entitled to 
hear all the arguinent.s in support of the 
charge before he should withdraw, then 
he should nut wdthdraw^ till the House 
should have pa«sid its vote upon the sub¬ 
ject, a doctrine which could not for a mo¬ 
ment be entertained? The course of pro¬ 
ceedings laid down in the 'fext linoks, 
directed that in case of a charge founded 
on a tvritten document, that document 
>hould be givm in, and that th^ jnember | 
under accusation, after being heard in his ^ 
defence, should then be required to with- | 
draw. Bui in cSses where the complaint 
should not be founded on any wiitten^lo- 
cument, the accused party had a right to 
hear the grounds of the charge staled be¬ 
fore he should be put upon his defence 
previous to his withdrawing, lie had felt 
it to be his doty to put the House in pos¬ 
session of these circumstances, as to the 
uniform and establihhcd course of proceed¬ 
ing in all matters of corriplaints against in¬ 
dividual members. 

Mr. Lrtkbridge then rose to state thr 
grounds of his charge, and declared that 
in doing so he should be very short. 
Many reasons, he observed, induced him . 
to be brief on this occasion. The^prinrt- 
pal one was, the little habit fie #as,in of 
addressing that House. The task he had 
undertaken was painful and 4ilficiilr., Kut 
however J3ainrui or difficult it was, he ft:lt 
himself called upon to bring forward the 
question. The letter of the document 
was, howiever, so clear, tlie real question 
lay within such a small compass, that it 
would require but little abilities to put 
in a fijrm for the decision of the House. < 
Really, from what had fallen from the 
noble lord opposite, one woulu have sup- 
posed> tliat he (Mr, Lethoridge) hail writ¬ 


ten a long speech on the subject, the copy 
of which he had dropped from his pocket, 
and was found by the noble lord, who 
thought to embarrass him by calling for a 
speech no longer in his power to make. 
He had, however, no object but to state 
briefly the two resobition.s which he meant 
to propose. The.se, hejtrusted, would he 
adopted by the House. Tncy must, if 
that House wished to save its own charac¬ 
ter, ooj that of old England. lie spoke 
iVofh the bottom of his heart. He* wished 
theJioa. baronet to bear liim (a Jaugh, 
and lic.»r ! hea»!). He should repeat his 
wish that the hon. baronet had not been 
firecliuled by the forms of the House from 
hearing wjiat he had to say- He felt no 
liiwstilily to that hon. baronet ; he iiad 
inipcli higher motives fi.r his co^uct^n 
this occasion. He v^as rcgivincvd that 
if^the House had any regard for its < ha- 
racter, it would put a stop to such pro¬ 
ceedings as they liad wilne.ssed of late. 
Ile'had heaj-d things stated in that House, 
which had made the hair on Ins heaii .stand 
on end. (alaugh.) He*could assure the House 
that the feelings of horror with which he 
heard it staled, that, in the opinion 
the public the reputatiun^of that House 
had not a leg to stand upon,” had pro¬ 
duced that efltict uJ!)on him. He trusted 
that such prpceAlings would be effectuali)? 
put a stop 10 ,^ 11(1 with thaiview he should 
pnipose tlie following resolutions for the 
adoption of the House. 1st. Resolved tliat 
'' the Letter signed Francis Burdelt,and ihe 
“ fuidufi* Argument, which was published 
" in the paper called CobbetFs Weekly Re- 
" gister, on the of this instant, is a li- 
bcllous and scandalous paper, reflecting 
upon the just i ight^ and privileges of this 
''House.—2d. Resolved, That sir Francis 
" Burdett, who .sutlcrcd tlie above articlas 
“ to be printed with his name, and by hi^ 
" autliority, has been giuilly ofa violation 
*' of tile privileges of this Iluuse.” 

Mr. Blachfonl, III rising’lo second the 
motion, said that it W'ould not he neces¬ 
sary for him to use many words. He 
begged to call the attention of the House to 
the case of Mr. Hall, jn tiic year 1.558, 
In that case, tlic House had voted a pub¬ 
lication to which its attention had been 
called not only slanderous to the charac¬ 
ter, buf derogatory from the dignity and 
hoyour of that House. Mr. Hall was 
afterwards, on being found to have been 
tl*e author of the paper, appointed a day 
to be heard in his defence in th^ CoinmiU 
tee of Privileges^ after which he was se* 
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uestered^ and the flouse proceeded to a 
iscuasion as to his punishment, which 
was voted unanimously. He was satisfied 
that there were many other precedents 
which could be produced, but he had re¬ 
ferred to the earliest he eould find, lu 
shew that the House Itad been at nil thnes 
justly and greatly jealous of such viola¬ 
tions of its privileges; and he tru^'ted that 
it would not be less so in the year lb 10 
than it had been in the year 15.58. If the 
House should not vote this produclitni a 
slanderous and Itbolluus paper, derogatory 
from the charaVier andrhonour ui the 
House, it \\ouId aot shew a proper regajd 
to its own dignity. He should have 
thought that no doubt could that the 
inotioii of hift hon.lricnd would have baen 
agreed to, if it had not liecn for (lie signi¬ 
ficant ?lict*r^from the geuileintn oppo¬ 
site. Before, hoWover, <-hey should come 
to a decision on thi.s f^uesiion, they were 
bound to consider well the nature of the 
paper under consideration, tiie subjoet to 
which it referred, aiul (he crrcuin^iances 1 
under w hich it had been produced. 'I'hey | 
were bound to weigh well the consc- ‘ 
/]uenccs of not adopting the motion of lils 

bon. friend. How could tliev lusilate, 

0 

when they recoMccied the spirit and the 
advocates of jacobluista which existed in 
the country; whose mrtnbers, whether 
in leaders or disciples, wer^ I>ut few, fiut 
whose object it (vaa to dispute and bring 
into dis^iredit the authority of tliat House ? 
If this spirit st^ould not be checked in 
time, it would not only take away tKo dig¬ 
nity, the character, and the autlibrity of 
tb^t House, but destroy the very exist¬ 
ence of it as a branch of the legislature. 

Mr. observed, tliat iiciiher the 

hon. mover, nor the .seconder of the reso- 
lylions, had a deeper respect, or a warmer 
attachment to tlic privileges of the House 
pf Commons than, he, humble as he was, 
entertained^ All his conduct, since he 
had been a nicmber of that House, had 
shewn, that he had never allered the slight^ 
est disrespect to the cluracter, nor ift the 
smallest degree interfeud with the privi¬ 
leges of that Mouse. But the motion be¬ 
fore the House appeared to be one which, 
rcijuirrd the gravest deliberation, in ojdcr 
that they shnuld come to a .solemn, just, 
imd useful (lecr-iioii. The paper lead ‘by 
the clerk was a long one, and though^the 
bon. gent, had poimed out .some particu-i 
iar passages as ihe grounds of hi^ com* 
pUinc^ stijl It ‘would he diilicult, in case of 
so long a paper, to decide whether the 
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particular p.as3age5 would support the 
charge, without theopportunityof consider¬ 
ing all the jiaris of it. How much more 
dilficult then would it be in case of a 
paper, professing to be a legal argument, 
founded on the imown law's of the land! 
He trusted that he should not be thought 
indifiVrent to the privileges of that House, 
if he moved an adjournment of the discus¬ 
sion upon this motion. All the members 
of that House had devoted their minds to 
the consideration of the question respect¬ 
ing the Expedition to Walch^ren, the dis¬ 
cussion of vviiicli was still pending. No 
hon. gent, witii the exception perhaps of 
the hon. mover and seconder, had given 
such attention to the question immediately 
before the House, as to be able (o lay his 
hand upon his heart, ami aov that lie was 
prepared to give a fair and dlop-lS^ioIlate 
vote upon it. Whatever might be the 
uliiin '.ce decision of the House, it would 
have mure weight with„thc public and be 
entitled to greater respect from every 
((Uarter, the more (ousidcralion should 
be given to the question. Upon these 
urounds he .should move. That the di.scus- 
sioit be adjourned to this* day se nnight. 

'I’he (^Kuncdlor oj the JijLchetjtur did not 
mean to oppose tlie adjournment of the 
question, but expressed a wish that the 
right hon. gent, should not persist in mov¬ 
ing for so long an adjournment. He 
sliouid think that the House would pro¬ 
ceed with the ^]lscu^^iGn x)n the earliest 
day, that it coultl he able to become ac- 
Qiiaintcd with the luline of the charges 
sufficiently to come to a just decision. 
Tins vias due as well to the intrinsic im¬ 
portance of the question itself as to the 
feeling.s of the individual concerned. The 
House would recollect, tliat the hon. baro- 
ufcl ha.l bci.rt ordered to withdraw, and for 
hinrelf he did not know what cilcct, that 
might have with respect to the propriety 
of t.hc non. haronet^s being present at the 
(iisgussion of (jucstioiis wliicli might inter¬ 
vene, fiistbn^tho decUion on the present 
question. Ho was not aw'are of the prac- 
titc of th^ House on such occasion.s and 
Uifcw the ob.ici’vation out with a view to 
getting iidbi'ination. If the individual 
could return to his pli^cc during the ad- 
juiiniiiicnt ofthLs discussion, it might be a 
question, whether it would be right that a 
{person under a charge for a breach of the 
privileges of tliat House should continue 
to enjvy these privileges, and exercise the 
rights heldngicig to its members. Upon 
tbat.pbint he should be glad to regejve in- 
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formation. But, at all events, he should 
thirtk it would be dcsir^^ble not to adjourn 
the discussion over to-morrow or Thurs¬ 
day at farthest. The House tijust be 
aware that this was a question respecting 
its own privileges, and that such questions 
alw'ays took precedence of any other 
subject. He suggested, therefore, to the 
right hon. gent, the propriety of limiting 
his motion for the adjournment to to-mor¬ 
row, in order that whatever might be the 
decision of the House, it should be come 
to as soon as possible. If the right hon. 
gent, should not amend his motion, as lie 
suggested, by substituting to morrow for 
this day se’nnight, he should move an 
amendment to that cflect. Some delay 
he thought nece-ssary because of the length 
of the paper; but every hon. gent, must 
know, that they could have sulficicnt op¬ 
portunity to make themselves acquainted 
with the contents of the paper, so as to be 
prepared for the »discussion before tliey 
should meet to morrow. 'Ibe right lion. 
' gent, concluded by moving as an amend¬ 
ment, That the ilebatc be adjourncil tc* to¬ 
morrow. 

Air. Whiihrtad contended that his right 
hon friend, in moving the qu^'^ion of 
adjournment, had no object in view but 
to enable the Iloii^c to come to a fair and 
just decision, when they should be in full 
possession of the whole contents of the 
paper. Considering the length of the 
paper that had been read, and the import¬ 
ance v^hich might attach to the compari¬ 
son of the ddierent passages, in order to 
judge fairly of the whole, he thought a 
longer adjouriunent than that proposed 
by the last speaker absolutely nocessaiy- 
The right hon. tlie Chancellor ol' the 
Exchequer must be aware that there was 
at this moment a most important discus¬ 
sion pending, on a subject relating per¬ 
sonally to himself, but highly interesting 
to the public. It was iwt his intention to 
impute 10 the right hon. gent, unj dc-» 
sign to bring in any other tjue.»tioti to 
interfere witli the ijrourcs.i of that in 
which he was so deepU’ concci|icd. H 6 
could not f}uppo«e it was that right hoi/. 
genlleman‘'s wish to give pn^cedence to 
another question wjth anv view to dis- 
' tract the aUention of tliat House, and the 
feelings of the public from a subject 
which had occupied so much of both. • 
Many hon. members were an.xious to 
deliver ?heir sentiments on thatsul^cct; 
and his right hon. friend was^ven in pos¬ 
session jaf the House for the purpose.of. 


stating his opinion upon it. When they 
considered that the present debate, pro¬ 
duced no doubt by accident alone, had 
iieen protracted to so late an hour, as 
.w'eil as the short period that muU naturally 
intervene between the termination of the 
debate of this niglit, and the time of their 
meeting to-morrow, geqtlemen would be 
convinced of the impossibility that mem¬ 
bers could come dow'n to-morrow pro¬ 
perly prepared for the discussion of this 
que^ion; so important not alone to the 
hon. Jiaronet, but to the mterests of the 
House. For himself, he could say, that 
hewasnot prepared at present to go into 
that <Iiscussion, neitlior could he be pre¬ 
pared by t'»-raon-ovv. All that was asked 
ibr-nvas, that they might go into the dis¬ 
cussion on the earliest (\ \y th^ 

should be prepared to rrs:«nc it with 
efii;ct. That couHl not l)e the ca^^e to¬ 
morrow. The debdte on the Expedition 
could not be expected to terminate that 
nigift; or, ifjt slfould, would conclude at 
so late an hour as to render it j'■' possible 
for gentlemen to make the»’ ej> .J>.j/fici- 
, ently ricquaintt;d with the circumstances 
j of the case then under consideration. He 
sdmuld, therefore, as the debate on the 
Expedition could not possibly terminate 
before Thursday nioTning, propose to his 
riglit hon. fr^iend to take Friday instead 
of this day se'tjnight, as tlie day to which 
the debate should be adjourned. The 
hon. member concluded by moving an 
amendment to that otlect. , 

I.t'rd 2 ''o/^c.v^ou^ considered the question 
so mipoftant to the llou^^e and the hon. 
baronet, that, though he should not him- 
scH have moved tlie adjoiuiimcnt of the 
discus'iioft, he yet wp 4» gl.ul that it had 
been moved in order tlial ho and other 
hon. members might be enabled to com& 
down heitcr picparcd for the discussion. 
From the atleiUion he .had ]>aitl to the 
suhject^morc perhaps than oilier niem- 
hors, he was convinced that wlien gentle¬ 
men consirlered it maturely, they would 
not reV*'^ •hat tlic more distant dav had 
been preferred fbrlhe adjournment. The 
question respecting the iprivileges of that 
House, had been disi'ussed by more and 
highej authorities •than any other, per¬ 
haps, that could be made the subject of 
investigation. The more, fliercfore, that 
gcallomen consulted these authorities, the 
greater necessity they would feel for 
attutitivp and deliberate consideration. 
On that ground he trusted that the House 
would agree to Ihe more distant day. 
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He begged gentlemen would not take up 
the question as lightly as had been done 
by some of the members who had already 
spoken; and trusted that it would be re¬ 
garded with much more serious considera¬ 
tion than appeared to have been bestowed 
upon it by the hon. mover and seconder 
of the Resolutions. It would be neces¬ 
sary for gentlemen to consider drily what 
were the privileges of that House, without 
referring to any expressions, which might 
have been used in a Ibrnier debate; or 
resorting to the stale and exploded and 
senseless topic of the existence of a jaco¬ 
bin spirit ill this country. The manner 
in which the question liad been treated 
by the hon. mover and seconder, made 
him apprehensive that they had taken,-up 
th; su])iect very lightly indeed. Par-dif- 
terent, he trnsted, would be the degree of 
consideration l»?st,owe(} upon it by the 
House, not alone IncAnse it was of near 
and anxious interest to (he iton. baronet, 
but because it was of thj Iasi importance 
to the b»^t ^nd most vital interests'of that 
House. thought* it his duty to say 
thus much in consequence of the senu- 
. ments, which had been tluown out in the 
sliort speeches ot the two hon. gentlemen 
opprwite, and was determined to vote 
for the ailjournmentno the more distant 
day. • 

Mr. Stephen declared that (he speecli of 
the noble lord lAd furnished him with an 
unansu’orable argument agatn»t the ad¬ 
journment to the more distant day, if 
even he had been previously dispojed to 
■ vole for it. It had been said by t'lie noble 
lord that this was a question of much difli- 
cnlty, but for his pan. he could not see in 
what the dilFiculty of the case uonsisted. 
Jf any legal doubt existed as to the coiisti- 
.J.utioual exercise of tlie privilege of that 
House, involved in the present pioceeding, 
that was a reason why no time should be 
last in getting rid of that doubt. - It was 
to be recollected that an individual was at 
present in custody in consequence of the 
exercise of that priviltge ; and if it* could 
be possible that the confinement w*as con- 
trarv to law, no time should be lost in set- 

4 

tliiig a point which would release a fellofv 
subject from an unconstitutional restraint. 
He felt a strong wish that his right hon. 
friend might have an opportunity of'hav¬ 
ing the earliest decision upon a question 
interesting to his feelings and character; 
but he was not therefore to be insensible 
to the situacion of another individual of his 
fellow-subjects now iu confiaement, whose 
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release might depend upon the decision of 
the debate proposed to be adjourned. 
Had it not been stated in the paper of 
the hon. baronet, that the warrant of the 
Speaker for committing the individual to 
whom he alluded w^as illegal? If any 
doubt existed as to iU legality, the ques¬ 
tion ought to be set at rest as early as 
possible.—If the warrant should prove to 
be illegal, then the person in custody 
must necessarily be released ; whereas on 
the contrary, if it should be established to 
be legal, in that case there ..could be no 
doubt that the statement of the hon. baro¬ 
net was a breach of the privileges of that 
House; but in either case, it was desirable 
to come to a .speedy' decision, and there¬ 
fore he should vote for the more moderate 
adjournment. ii bad often been imputed 
to his right hon. frioiiu, that he preferred 
proceeding upon (piestion^, relating to 
the dignities of that House, than upon 
questions personally interesting to him¬ 
self; for the present case he could not 
see what was to bo. gained or lost by a 
tlelay of a few hours, and therefore should 
vote for the adjournment to to-morrow. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer would 
say but a few words, though the new 
question would authorise him to speak 
again. When the hon. gentleman oppo¬ 
site (Mr. Whitbread) had broadly im- 
p'^ted to him a motive in wishing for a 
delay' of 24 liours in the previously pend¬ 
ing discussion, he could not sit silent 
under the imputatioik. If he had wished 
for delay, he might have applied for it at 
the commencement of the discussion, on 
the ground that some of the papers neces¬ 
sary to form a judgment upon the case 
had not been delivered to members, and 
others were not* yet on their table, - An 
application for further delay, founded 
upon such a statement, no hon. member 
could, he was persuaded, resist. He had 
no such wish, bgt was as desirous as any 
hon. member that the discussion should 
proceed; Liid, if it was to be iiitermpted 
by the di.scu$sion of the question then'under 
consideration, was that interruption to be 
imputed \o him ? Had he advised the hon. 
baronet to publish that staterneiit which 
wiis the foundation of the charge against 
him ? Had* he recommended to that hon. 
bart. to publish that statement on Saturday 
last, so as to give rise at this particular 
time to the complaint that occasioned this 
delay ? Had he any concern in4he mode 
in which tl\e question had been brought 
under the comideration of tbo House? All 
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that the noble' lord had said on ihe prin¬ 
ciple of the law of the case, had, as Jind 
been abij stated by Ids lion, friend, made 
against his own aigumerU, and was a sudi- 
cient groun.ll for avoiding all utniecessary 
delay- The question one of the most 
grave nature, and of ti;e last impoitanco 
to the character, thii dignity, the hommr, 
and the independenre of that House. Tlie 
huigcr tliey swlK*red the decision upon jt 
to be delaved, the longer tin y would sub¬ 
mit to he irampleti upm; and the 
they would betray their own dignity, 
feelings, and indi'pendence. The law of 
the case had lioeii discussed and decided 
upon m a full House lately ulmu t unani¬ 
mously. He said, almost unnnimously, 
because thougii the House was foil, only 
fouriecD voted with the hun. baronet, and 
many of tlum had voted on the ground 
that the previous confinement of (lie iiuil- 
viiliial waS a sufiicieiil punishment for hi.s 
oflcnce. Tl‘.“ cvn^ideration, however, that 
one individual was in custody, and ano¬ 
ther under accinaAioii, was a reason for 
restricting the adjournment to the shortest 
possible period. 

Mr. liuilnrsi felt th.it cvoiy men\l)er 
must regret that this queslioi? Jiad been 
forced upon the consideration of the 
House. He thought that whatever opi¬ 
nion might be entertained as to the cfia- 
racter of the publication in question^ the 
ditiercnce of one or two days could not 
be of much 'consequence. He thought 
the adjournment sh’ouhl extend to the more 
distant day—first, because many inigjit 
perhaps think upon a careful examinatjon 
of the context of this long paper, that it 
might suggest matter oi‘ extenuation, if 
not of justification—and, {iecomlly, bccriuo j 
itVas of importance tliat the qiie^hon al¬ 
ready pending should be previon*dy tlis- 
posed of. He havl read the publication, ! 
and thought that in very plain language, 
it impeached the legality of the cxcice.e 
of a privilege which was strictly conform¬ 
able to the praclic<* of ihalf Ii(^se. J*\>r ; 
Ids own part, he thought the privileges of ' 
that House as much a part oj the l.n^ of 
the land* as that unwritten common law' 
which vVas universally recognized in omN' 
courts of law ; Utt on the grounds he bad 
before stated, he should vote for the ad¬ 
journment to Friday. 

Mr. C\ W, Wynn expressed Ids surprk.e 
that the right hon. gent, opposite, who 
had been so long an active membftr of the 
House, should have felt any clitiiculty in 
deciding whether the l*on, baronet,covid 

Yot- xvj. 


take a share in the other proceedings of 
the Hou^e. lie conceived that the point 
was settled that mcmbeis in lus .siluatfon 
wore only excluded on the pail'cular 
question, lie then referred to ihe cases 
of iMr. )SteeIt', Mr. EsJule, and Major 
Sc’olt, to shew that adjournments for seve¬ 
ral days bad fretpicntly taken place on 
questions similar lo tlib present. He must 
contend that it was actually imp(»ssibic 
for geiillcioen to be prepared for the dis- 
c»s^i()n to-niori'ow. He was one of tliose 
who bad voted on the foinuT que.stioii, 
aii9 might, {iprliaps, bb heller prepared 
fur this discussion than otiiers. But when 
he considered that only IbO members liad 
been present at that discussion, and looked 
TAJund him now, and perceived that nearly 
too were prestmt, he could not coi^ive 
l.liovv tho.se who h:ul heardjio piiPl of the 
I’orme.r diaCU‘?:i#u cotdd be piepared so 
early to enter inU) ihi.^. in Id*, opinion, 
thcrclore, ho lliougui that, if they con- 
.su^lcd the digHiiiv of the House, they 
should consent to tha ai^journment to 
Friday. • 

Air, Mfifhchn ch^erved, that an interval 
of live (kiys*liad taken place in the cases, 
of I he Chancvlhir of the Exchequer and 
the Sectt'lary of State, 

Tiie House tb-sn divided on the ques¬ 
tion, w’heLher*the udjnurnment should be 
till J'iiday*or till to-morrow :— 

For tile discussion tft-morrow - - li)d 
For the adjournment till Friday - HO 

Majority ------ —50 

[JiXVEDlTION TO TIIE’ ScilELDT.] Mr, 
Ponsohhy moved the order of the day far 
resuming the adjourned debate upon the i 
policv and cum'ucl of the Expedition to 
tile Sijlieldt. (>n the ordt*r of the day 
heinij read, tlio rigid lioji. gent, resumed his 
argmiicnt (In icoly to lord O.isllcreagh,) 
ami began bv expressing his surprise that 
the noble lord had ‘.tased tho great object 
of lljA' Expedition to he iliecrcathig a di- 
vtT'^ion in favour of lu^tvi i, and that the 
tlesfructiou oi’ilic arsenal at Antwerp was 
oidV' a secondary object. He had been 
the more surpiiz'!.! to luar ih s, wlien he 
reeoUecte<l the iiistructionsto lordChatham, 
which .stated in etlof^ tiial tiie particular 
ob;ecL of tho ILxpt;dition wa^, the destruc¬ 
tion of the jrscnal at Antwerp. His lord- 
sRij) cImUl hauliy now, Uierefore, be per- 
iiyitcd to say tbar this was an object secon¬ 
dary to the chief one, of giving assistance' 
Austria. The noble lord had said that 
he iiad called for the niilit*<{ry opinkiiisnot 
to'determine aRto tbe^xpediuu'cyorioex* 

O * • 
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pcdiency of the Expedition ; but, to assist 
him and his colleagues in making; up their 
minds as to the best means of carrying it 
into execution. Did the noble lord mean 
to say, that he asked lor tliesc militury 
opinions in order to judge whether he 
should send out the Expedition or not*? 
He understood from his gesture, that he 
had called fortliem with that view. Then 
why had the noble lord decided in oppo¬ 
sition to these opinions? But the noble 
lord contended that he was not to be bound 
by such opinions, and illu'^traled this po¬ 
sition by saying, that though one might 
receive an opinion from a lawyer, that the, 
title deeds of an estate were bad, one would 
probably next morning, purchas^i the es¬ 
tate. But though the noble lord had senfe 
out a;',E^)cdition in opposition to the opi¬ 
nions ot genegd ofiicers whom he had 
consulted, he was mucli to prtuloni :o i)u\ 
an estate aguiu'-t the cl couo.j' 

that the title dcmls wore bad. 'I'hi: uoMj 
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portant; for the noble lord did not think 
tlir»se favourable prospects stated by thfc 
general, conlined to the 3d of August, and 
said lie could not specify at what period 
the Expedition might not have succeeded: 
an assertion which implicated those who 
had the management of its execution. If 
he could not contemplate the time when 
the object became impracticable, he must 
deem its failure owing to the want of 
judgment and enterprize in those who con¬ 
ducted it. His lordship had been at Deal 
at the sailing of that annamc&tt, and was 
able to give an answer to the general from 
his own knowlcilge, that it was impossible 
to carry it all to tiie place intended by so 
e:uiy a day as the general named. The 
la'.l division was not telegraphed to sail 
till that v,>ry .3-1 oi >usi, on which day 
liicy ought, according to y^njeral Brown- 
r;y-', *o have h:cn at Sani vlii i, in onler to 
ail rd any re.a.so.nable hope of success. If 
il.e lo»d, as he sajd, '’■.as not answer- 


lord had argued that government wp? 
bound by the opi^jllM^ ofinilOary odi. nw 
True—they mighi ill. r own r-.- 

pomibility—but tiwn tlioy w.-ic bouj to 
use their discretion wirb rour.n .o 
and though they wcic noi I> hi.^) by . -b- 
tary ojnnioiis, yet if iIm’V did thin’^ it r.glj*; 
to act in oppo-dtion to-Num. thev 
themselves thereby moio deeply uj.p-in- 
sible. All the written opinioo.-iV/j-eh <>}o 
noble lord had called for, were cka- ly e'- 
verse to tiv’-Expedition, so that ne h rl ;; - 
thing to produce ^in his favour, er to .‘. ‘t 
against ihosa authorllics wisich iwled jo 
•trongly to discourage the untlertaking. 

The noble lord had becii ph .• •'■.d to ii.i- 

pute bJaine to hia noble jm.uuI h-r ch^dag 

his evidence without r>rai!j;ci'i '‘ d 

Brownrigg, or exam‘n:n.g 11 ] at ol’icti ^ 

the^snbjcct; but his n-.lde fucnd had 

ral tinuis tailed tor geii.ral !h‘'vViirig:;, 

who had excused him.-.elf as C(’o*o on l.ac 

« 

ground of imiisposition. B-U dv? ivdju^ 
lord himself had-producet! that ge nera! a; 
a witucs.s, and whaL \va.. the jUMdicab^m 
draw'n from his evidence? \Vliy,-lio li'c! 
s.aid, that if the expedition ha i inriv'd et 
Saiuvliet, on the .3d of At'.gu‘'f, it rr.ighf 
have succeeded in *the ulterior objeci -. 
But tills he founded cn no na^al or U/iji- 


lary autlioiily, but confc.s^^od, Jthat it was 
merely a:i infoi(^ce of his own frolu ca- 
^al conversations with military and naval 
officers, and fouiid<‘d wholly upon conjec¬ 
ture. The noble lord him.self howevef diflr 
not coiTcur,in ihc testimony of general 
Brownrigg, which he considered so im- 


•d.lc r r uurii ‘ a eu accidents preventing 
ul'eijt r :>peratiou.H, yet 'sc was re.sponsiblc 
h'r frav'iing an E^pedtlicn without thiuk- 
1 le -i’any advf vso a.:ceh nt. Human his- 
iiardly finished an example of the 
pi ’.oj (dktf,Cleat IXpididcn,taldug every 
thii)^ d in l} -< j'^vour, and wholly 

ov.-ii’caiv esei) which might 


Bw the no'/c lord had favoured the 
Tieure wi.’ji ! r cif.'.noris iVoin the case of 

t 

Mr J/'im Mordauir « T’.xncditi in against 
U<*.cl.' 1:1 wh!« Ij he m'>ie than insi- 

luir'iU' l a ccnip.ul ;on Intwoen tiiat opera¬ 
tion atj.l tl'.e Exptdi hui to the Scheldt. 
L-^nl (.'Ivalham, t!u gicat lord Chatham, 
v.-'.s in that case the v%ur mini.ster, and fail- 
f d. 'The noble lord !'.ad in the laic in>tance 
war inrfi'ii.l‘..r, and alM> failed. 
Tli-.’ia 0 's, however, seme litOc ditil'rence 
ll)e two mcM. Loid Chatham 
stood at least as high in the opinion and 
had as i.iuch of liie, confidence of the 
c<j;n^:y as I'n iioMe lord. Lord Chatham 
hul psetcti d; lo the confidence of the 
j). r.'lc-—wljicii 'IIk' noble lord would be 
sca.bely hasily cisou;^!) to think himself 
to. Lord (diathini as a war Minis¬ 
ter, had been rather more successful than 
tin iiobie iorri, and v.idi rc.jpecl to talents 
ti tle luiglu be those, who thought, that 
loid Cli.’.tham would not sutler by a corn- 
pat ison even with the noble lord. But to 
what cud had the noble lord cited thj soli¬ 
tary instance of lord Cbadiani's failure ? 
Why select' tirat i.soiated and only in¬ 
stance ? \V hy uot look for some of the many^ 
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instances in which he hiid succeeded ? French and upwards of \ (X)0 Dutch 
tAough it was to be admitted, that the troops, being in Antwerp, ten squadrons 
comparison of a case of failure with any at Bergen-op-Zoom, and great numbers 
measure of the noble lord’s, was the best moving in every direction, so that wern 
way to make the comparison itself more the accounts but partially, or even half' 
apt, and thus perhaps it was intended to be of.ihem, true, had they proceeded, as had 
argued. been supposed, from 8antTliet on the 3d, 

Sir Juhn Mordaunt was sent against on tlieir subsequent arrival at Antwerp, 
Rochefort, and failed—Antwerp is circnrn- instead of finding it in the defenceless slate 
stanced like Rochefort, therefore the noble t! u it wus expected to have been found 
lord sent an Expedition to Antwerp, and in^ they would have found it strong, ami 
failed likewise. But there was some dit- foiinidably dclended. The noble lord 
fereuce in ^he amount of force em|i4Dyefi liaii spoken of the qualiiy of the enemy's 
in both. Lord Chatham, in the Lxpcili- troops, which would then have to cou- 
tion against Rochelort, did not scnil c<U ttad with, and added that he would not 


above 8 or 10,000 men. Me did not risk 
a whole army ; he did not expose the 
last army of England to inevitable destruc¬ 
tion. 

In the course of the commentaries of 
" the noble lord upon the evidence, be 
staled, that that of general Brownrigg was 
the most matcrifil that ripprarod, end that 
it placed the mciVtS of llie Expedition in 
a clearer point of* view, than the testi¬ 
mony of any other witness. Let*them 
now refer to tliat cvidcace. The noble 
lord w'ould not dispute the aiUhonticity 
of the papers drawn ep by genciTvl Biown- 
rigg, ill his ofliciul t;apa< uy as quaitor 
master general. The noble lord would 
admit the aulbcnlicily of the paper sub¬ 
mitted by general Brownrigg to the ITeu- 
tenant-generals pfthe army at Baths:, on 
the 27th of August, Merc Mr. Ponsonby 
read* at length the Journal of the Army, 
and compared different passages withtifn 
evidence of general Brownrigg ; which 
officer bad affirnieO, that if the army hjd 
reached Sanlvliet by the ."id of August, 
th^ ulterior objects of the Expedition 
need not have been abandoned; but ii 
appeared from the papers before them, 
that on that very day they had received 
intelligence, that the enemy’s fleet were 
distinctly seen lying*at Antwerp. On 
the 4th of August, the bhip^ luuUgotup 
between the citadel and the towH. It 
appeared too, that such was the infgr- 
mation of (he British general#, (bat they 
did not jenow in what part of the town 
the naval arsenals were sitaaied—nei¬ 
ther was it then •known tl\at those ar¬ 
senals wefe protected by the guns from 
the citadel. On the 8th of Auguat, the 
day before that, on wliich it luid been 
said, tlvtt the army rniebc have reached 
Antwerp, and opened a fire iipon*it—on 
that day intelligence was Veceived of a 
considerable increase of force, y 'vi, 2,000 


fear to commit an inferior number of 
British stskliers to an iindcitaking of the 
Wnd, not fearing but that their thirst for 
udlitnry glory, and talent for .<4nilTI!kry 
•achievement, would brii^ them triumphant 
over superior numj)ers ; but did the noble 
loul foi'cct what undisciplined troops 
mb'lit etfect while under the cover of 
towii^walls^ fortresses and batteries, even 
against veteran troops } Did the noble 
lord forget the striking instances of this 
determined resolution, afforded in the 
course of the Spanisli resistance against 
the French? In the field, the armies of 
^pain were unable to make any efiectual 
contest, but un^lcr the walls of ^iarago.>sa 
and Cicroiii, the mere peasantry were for 
a time, and ifo inconsiderable time, invin¬ 
cible. 

But to return to the Journal, • On the 
loth of August information was received 
that the King of Holland had reached 
Bi*rgen-op-Zoom, and that there was near 
Antwerp and in the neighbouiing cantoii- 
meiiis, an army amounting to 90,000 men, 
all, or the greater ipait of whom were 
said to be French ; yet the noble lord 
had told them, notwithstanding thosefajirts, 
and this confnmation of them, that there 
was no force, at that time, at Aniwerp, or 
in ilufvicinity. But whatsa’d lIic Army 
Journal of the l4ih of A'lgu-st ?—That 
the viiumander*iii.clHeftuin received com« 
municacious ffum two njo^t confidential 
quarters, coiifiirning the truth of all the 
preceding intelli:?ouce. rece>v<'d from the 
3d down to di'* I Mh, i\-specMng tne force 
oi’the enemy and the sticngih f l‘Antwerp, 
Utt the,j8tii* and lyth, th^'v got accounts 
of the .stale of J.iilo and Liefkrnbhoeik. 
BiA the Molile lord might say all this was * 
mrormatioii given to tiie cuiiniianders, but 
w% the goveiniitcnt had had dilierent in- 
furmaiioii, and upon that we acted. To 
recur, then, to the nobjc lord's own infor? , 
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matioti. And here, in the first place, it 
was to be remarked, that the persons giv¬ 
ing the information were not military—in 
the next place it was to be ol>S(*rved that 
the citadel of Antwerp, which was said 
to be so weak, and concerning which the 
government pretejulcd to have had so 
much information, that ilierc wa^, in their 
own secret intelligence, proof that they 
could not know the state of tliat citadel; 
none hut miliiaiy men being allowed to go 
into the ciiatlel—with so much care and 
caution was it Icwkfd to b^ the FrejA,'h. 
Then what w'as the information with re- 
spec* to Liilo ami Liet’kenshneik ? With 
respect to the former, fort Liilo appeared 
by the noble lord’s ini’ormation fo be in a 
stroll" state of defence, with guns mounted 
ancf palitades. The other fort, Licfken- 
shoeik, is op|i8siie,to it. ,Of the two the 
scite of Liilo appeared tp be the most ele¬ 
vated. The informant did not believe it 
to be bomb proof. Here jbe noble loril^s 
own spy had told him that I-ilb wai in a 
strong state of deli nce. But there was 
other information ; from which it appear¬ 
ed, ihaton the 1st ot'August, troops were 
marching to Antwerp from all ipiarlevs, 
though none had at tliatdate arrived there. 
It appeared al.^o, that on the 5<ii of August 
the garrison of Antwerp coi?&i.sU;d of 5,000 
men, being conscripts, douanierrs and vo¬ 
lunteers. On the«5Lb and 6ih lroo[)s fiom 
Calais and Boulogne were marching to 
Cudsand'^and Bt'eskins. On the Otb and 
lOth there were' at Breda and Bergen- 
up Zoom, from .5,000 to 6,000 <Dutch 
troops, and on ibe 1 Itii, atBrtda, Bergen- 
op-Zoom, Antwerf) and ils vicinity, and 
Cadsaiul, there wu e 26,000 troops, ixclu- 
sive of the gairisun* of Flushing. I'lie 
head-quarters were at Uoxerthal, and llie 
arn y was commanded by llic King of Hol¬ 
land ill poison. Now all this, it Avas to bo 
recollected, j;amc from the noble lord’s 
own sp 3 ^ IlLs own spy told him that 
there were 26,000 troops in Antwerp, and 
the vicinit 3 % on the 1 iih of AugiistyamI 
those 26,000 exclusive of the garrison 
of Flushing.' This was Ibe species of en¬ 
couraging information which'the noble 
lord had rpceived from hisow.ii spv'- Not 
a single ofllcer or engineer who had giVni 
his opini(»n upmt the remote practicability 
of the Expedition, who did not found his 
* opinion upon the most qualified provisfon 
of every thing turning out favourable ;* 
and indeed the noble lord seemed inblined , 
to limit the piovision sidl more by argu- | 
Ing, that the Expedition’must have bten ! 
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sureessfni, if it had no obstacles to contet^ 
with, cilia TBS to the elements, theclimatei 
or the enemy. 

With «.gard to the naval part of the 
Expedition, the noble lord at the head of 
the admiialty seemed to be as provident as' 
the noble lord himself. Ilis opinion given 
in the secret information respecting the 
navigation of the Scheldt, had been formed 
with the same care and attention thatdis- 
tmguisiied all the other proceedings of his 
lord'hip. It .stated, that the passage from 
the JJbwns to Bathz might efiected in 
forty-eight hours, but upon the condition 
of the most favourable circumstances; 
and that to effect this passage with ex¬ 
pedition and safety, it was necesary that 
there sliouid be a nilot in every line of 
battle ship and frigate ^ the other mode of 
securing the safe passage of *lie ships was, 
that of having the channel buoyed; now, 
with respect to the buoys, there was not 
one, and as to the numbeV of pilots, there 
vras but one for the v\hoJe fleet. 

He now came to lliat period in the Ex¬ 
pedition wlu n the army was assembled at 
Bathz ; and first, he would bog the atten¬ 
tion of tliq House while iio read to them, 
at "rcatcr'length than ho could have wished; 
the paper addressed by general Biuwn- 
rigg to the gem ral ofiicers at Bathz. It 
began b^^ fitating, that; — 

•* The aruiauu-'iii haviuit arrived at the 
point from witenee iurtllcv arrangements 
are to be nia<lc for (Tui vinic into eflect 
ihe uitu ior object of tin* Evpi tliihm;' and 
t arious iinpm icUit <onsii}ri at ions com- 
Ijiningto call toraii immediate detennina- 
lifn.*—How far that o)>joct can bo ob¬ 
tained with the ine.\H> in our power, it 
becomes jioce.s^ V to dM.iil these means, 

V 

and to ad\crt to circurnstanc*s which 
hare* ensued from the ctumiicricpment of 
the undertaking. 

“ And first it may he pvcmisrd, that ac- 
ci^rding to the fu igmal plan of operations, 
it w.’.s f.)j[en(h'd tlj.n .adi\isionof the army 
slioiild be landed on (‘jd«aurl, and bv that 
nM\ms secure to our fleet an I'ntrance into 
thy NWsl v’l liohit, and prevent, succours 
being thrown into I'liwliing; thus eflectu- 
ally blockading the fortress by sea, while 
the arm\ ulikh disembarked on the North 
side of Walchercn, completed the invest- 
i^tent on the land side. The landing on 
Cadsaml bveanie impracticable from the 
lc mpt‘suu»u.s state of the weather, tfce force 
of tlic*entniy,^ and from a deficiency in 
rneanstto debark‘at mice a body of troops 
capaCble of contending with the nu'tnbers 
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thl^re was every reason to suppose would 
be prepared to dispute a landing/’ 

Here then it appeared what the force 
of the enemy was, together with oiir com¬ 
parative inefficiency to contend with their 
increasing nandiers. The sraie of Cad- 
sand was here distinctly laid dt>wii, an:l it 
would be recollected, that gfiioral Brown- 
rigg, in his evidence, fully acquitted lonl 
Huntley of not having acted right, and 
distincilv stated, that in siaiilar circum- 
stances he himself would fiavc acted in 
the same way. Where then lay the fault 
but with the planners? It w'as evident, 
beyond contradiction, that all the blame 
was imputable to ministers, who had sent 
out a force not adequate to the purpose, 
for which it was designed. He tlien goes 
on to say that— 

These circumstances, which it was 
'hot possible to contioul, gave the enemy 
the opportunity of largely augmenting his 
garrison ol FlusMng, which, together with 
the nature of the ground on which the at¬ 
tack was to be carried on, rcinlcrcd still 
more difficult from tht‘ rxlen''ivc pftw'crs 
of inundation in the enemy’s hands, pro¬ 
tracted the reduction of the place to 
Bfteen days from the period oV onr ap¬ 
pearing hefore it; notwithstanding the 
unremitting exertions of tlie navy and 
troops engaged in the operation. With 
these uncuiUioulable obstaelCvS to conClnd 
with, the prospect soon vanished of being 
able by a rapid and simultaneous eflbrt, to 
carry the object of the Expedition to its 
ultimate extent,and which could alone in¬ 
sure the complete success of tbc enter- 
prize. Tite enemy having for soifte days 
enjoyed an uninterrupted cominunitaiion 
w^li Cadsand, and having by this means 
more than douhted his force, led to the 
necessity of adding to tlie besiegers corps 
a large portion of the force destined to 
proceed by the West Scheldt to the more 
distant points of attack; and rendered that 
force unavailable for that oj^ject, until A-e 
became possosed of Flushing.* Having 
thus staled the actual circumstances tuyler 
which tj)e arrnainent has anived in its 
present situation ; we must next consider 
what we have yet to accomplish, and ilie* 
force likely to be opposed to us. The 
£trength*of the enemy, by concuiritig in¬ 
telligence, appears to be nearly as fol¬ 
lows: III Bergen-op-/oom (>,000; BrAla 
2,(X)0i; cantoned between Bcrgeii-op-» 
Zoom and Antwerp lj,0()0;,in Anlw^crp 
]l,(X>0; on the leftbfvik*of the.Scheldt 
^,000; in Tholen 500; total 35/500,” 
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Aifd thus we had it in evidence that th8 
enemy’s force at that time appeared from 
concurring intelligence to amount’ t 9 
35.500 men. Thus too the recorded opi* 
i- nions of general Brownrigg were in direct 
hosulity with the protessions and defence 
ol the noble lord. But, would the noble 
lord insinu.ue that general Brownrigg had 
deceived tlie lieutenant-generals upon that 
occision ? He (Mr, Ponsonby) would not 
here ask ivhether his account ivas or was 
not^exaggeiated General Brownrigg had 
sineg, it was true, in his evidence upon the 
inquiry reduced that force to 30,000; but 
had there been but 20,000, they would in 
such circumstances, be as formidable aa 
lifiy. I’l}^ success upon Antwerp de- 
prtulcd, according to general Brownrigg, 
u|ion celerity of movement—that^eUnty 
w|jon efl’cetive co-operation eji the part of 
thp navy, and th^ co-oiTeration on the re¬ 
duction of the fort5 of Lillo and Liefken* 
shoeik. Upon the 1st of August how^ever 
it 5p|)carcti, llftt the enemy’s fleet was 
above the boom at (Jllo, and the general 
opinion was, that tilat boom could not be 
forced. But ^ic statement went on to say 
that, 

'' Our total numbers, ^including artil¬ 
lery, cavalry, and infantry, amounts to 
about 30,(X)0 elledtive; of which (i,000 
are left in \VaiMiertn, and 2,000 mustne<« 
cessarily be Jeft in South Beveland, giy« 
ing a disposable force of only 22,000 men 
for the siege of Antw^erp, and tlic other 
operations connected wi^h it.” 

So that 22,000, to say nothing of the 
casualties of sickness, were the wholb 
amount of British troops disposable to 
advance to the sirge of Antw^erp, and to 
contenTl with men. The House 

would observe, however, ilie mode of 
carrying on the siege as recommeaded«3Q 
thefollowing passage* 

''In proceeding to,tbc siege of Ant- 
wcr{j^ it would no doubt be a leading ob* 
jeet in the plan of operations, to accom- 
rno^late it as far as possible to obtain thb 
co-operation of our navhl means, without 
which, the enterprize would I)p clogged 
with the difficulty of Iraiisportiiig by land 
from the point of debaikution, through an 
enemy’s country, all the ordnance, stores, 
a;id entreaching tools, necessary to un¬ 
dertake the siege of a coAsiderable place, 
and to provide the means of subsistence, 
for Avhich we could not well command 
fhe resources of the country beyond the 
rgach of our arms; and*it >vou)d boa, 
considerable ktcrease of these difiicuUiet 
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to collect if they can be iiatl, or to trans¬ 
port if they be prepared, the vast Quan¬ 
tities of platforms, fascines, ami gabions 
required for such a siege. The plan by 
which only the co-operation of our naval 
force can be obtained would b« tlio 
reduction of Lillo and Liefkcnsiiueik, and 
the complete investment of ^liitwerp ou 
both banks of the river/* 

From this it appean;d, that nothing¬ 
less than the complete investment of Ant¬ 
werp could be eliectual Such was the 
language of the general who had ts^ked 
of reducing AriTvverp by^ bumbardm(‘nt. 
One would almost be led to doubt upon 
referring to this paper, that the writer of 
it was the same gentleman who, had given 
his evidence at their bar. Bui the nolle 
loi;£^ had s-aid, the Expediliun had uot 
been ntirly tried, lii what respect ? Did 
he mean to say tlMtthe i.^ode of execution 
had deluated the plan? Were the gene¬ 
rals wrong in retreating ? Would the 
noble h»rd have had tlrjm, even after 
general Brownrlgg*s paper of*the of 
August, have com; fjirward; or if he ad¬ 
mitted that nothing could iuive boon done 
Afler that period, he called upon tlio 
noble lord to state, what error in the exe¬ 
cution was the cause that nodiing bad 
been done bef»rc it?* Wl'.y not openly 
state to his i\'l ijrsty— 16 that 
where and how his plans h.tt\bcen u'fUiNt.d, 
or discomfited ?-^And if iln- noble liicl 
felt that^iuch was the fact, why did he not 
move a censure upon thoae mt-n who h.td 
refused inquiry into the cause.'of the fail¬ 
ure of that Expeililion ? But w*th re¬ 
spect to the divcision in favour of Au^itiia 
—-Austria required no such exertion upim 
ourpartSy neither as to tmiubrr iyot as to 
place. He fould nut hel}) ad vet ting here 
tc» the manner of exprefesitji, to the ge¬ 
neral tone, in which the noble lord had 
last night condiicU'd his defence. The 
noble lord seemed to feel a; if he had per¬ 
formed some great service to the country, 
and was in other pares nf Ids speech as 
gay, airy, and bliiJison'ie, as if lie Vas 
enjoying some pleasant enrertninment * 
and that too while he was an^wi ring the 
representatives of h*s iiiAulied aii'l injured 
coumi-j?^ for the many thousands of Jiis 
countrymen whoni ins wild liintastic ex¬ 
periments in expeditions had buriM in a 
ibreijn giave. Men, no doubt, diilci|rd 
'very much ; but lie did not think that 
any other man in the empire so ciri:uitte 
gtanced, could "iiave spoken upon the sub¬ 
ject without real agony of mincL 
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But the noble lord could becalm, could 
be gay, and even feel at his ease, though 
he Itad undertaken this most disastrous 
Expeduion, in opposition to the spirit of 
ull the opinions of the military men he had 
consulted. Sir II. Pophani in vain press¬ 
ed for dispatch, and threatened the noble 
lord at the head of the admiralty with 
the dreadful consequences of delay, in 
having to contend with the most serious 
ofolistacics—the elements; but the noble 
•lord knew better. That noble lord re¬ 
plied to such representalioi., “ Go on, 
sir Home—only go, and 1 dare say you 
will do very well,*' (A laugh.) Ano- 
tlier ground of justification as stated by 
tile noble lord, was the expediency of 
raising the chp*ncter of the army—to 
raise higher the miluary character of the 
country. Did the nobic lord find that 
ch^u'actci so fallen and degraded, that it 
became expedient to throw away the 
lives of a great army in order - to restore 
It ? This was indeed a compliment to our 
military means ! hut'if that Expedition 
had fniiul tlu-ir character high, had it by 
its own virtue or its unhaj)py result work¬ 
ed tb.it ciiaracter op higher r Where 
ha I we ir ct the cm my upon etpial terms 
and not becii coiiquciors? But were we 
a hold of the veriest cowards that ever 
crawli iif)oa ihu eailh, common huma¬ 
nity should have picvonieti him from em¬ 
barking sucli a cruel experiment. Nel¬ 
son, and the lights of Aboukir and Co- 
peiihajjcii had bciTi irreverently intro¬ 
duced t>y the nohic lord in his justifica¬ 
tion. Why ! wliiit similarity was there 
betwern (hat Hero and the commander 
in chief of the late Expedition, whom the 
noble lord bolectcd for celerity, sagacity 
and dii'prdtli ? The noble lord thought 
he upon a rock; he caihd for ac- 
(|jiital from ih-' justice of the House. 
He (Ml. Ponsouby) cfilled a].'»o upon the 
jusucc of tlic House. He asked them if 
they w^iild .say tint the noble lord was 
not rejpoiisibre for the failure? Jhit the 
iKible lord had indeed reason to culctiiatc 
liberally iijton tiie lenity of the House. 
They had often been dc to the calls of 
jo-Uicc and jiardoned lii.s oflencc-s, only to 
repeat the exercise of iheir forgiveness. 
He was either wrong or he was'right—if 
rigln, why that latent intrigue, amongst 
hft colleagues, in which even his nearest 
coiincclioris and associates took a,, part. 
Why did they all agree that he was 
incompetent ir; ^he situation which he 
he^dil Why did they agree that be 
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shoulii stay in office till the termination of 
ihe^Expeciition, which he himself had 
planned—tlien to be turned out, whetln r 
that Expedition failed or succeeded ? He 
(Mr. P.) believed that they were anxious 
tu send out the Expedition, in order to 
send out the noble lord. They were so 
’anxious to get rid of him, that they suf¬ 
fered him to plan what they were con¬ 
scious must fail, but which failure would 
relieve tliein from the noble lord. The 
House, then, would pau.^e, and retrace 
the inischievojs eilccts of their own mis¬ 
judged lenity towards the noble lord, and 
the set of men who have been so long 
abusing it. This conduct of that IJou: c 
was one of the most powerful causes of 
the late calamiloiu Expedition. Tiicy 
had now to sufl'er the cotiscqucnccs oftlK i;* 
weak indulgence to the incorrigible f.i- 
t^dty of a set of men, who thought tl' it 
bccatise they were tolerated they were 
approved. Unfeeling from ha]):t, byid 
fiom ignoiance, ami conlidonl rroi*> im¬ 
punity, they grew iftore hardy as 
became more criminal. Let tb : 
assert its diiyiilty, by wresting fioiti room 
the means of doing mlschii f. Th- 3 ' li.id 
heard of hliellers \\ iihin and witltA*!!: thnro 
walls—let the Ilon:c be but tifne to itself, 
and to the country, and ‘ucli coiubici 
would be the most s itisfactory answer lu 
all such charges. • 

General Cr.ittfnrd rose and addressed 
the House ns foll»:\vsPrevious to enter¬ 
ing upon the iinine;li:\tc con-'idotalion of 
the Expedition to :ho - it. iicldt, T sbaM, 
the leave of the \ review < f 

the general policy 1 y \.bicl; l.i;j 
ministers must li.nc bct-n govv med ;•!. tin- 
time they deteimiiiL'** n««cn tlnit inius'<r-.’. 

This would have buon a nccccsarv pre¬ 
liminary dist n''sion events, hut ii ha^. 
become particulaiiy so, much dilVcrcptr 
of opinion ha.s prevailed in tliis 
and ill the cfiuaPy, npMi a point cf sveh 
rery material iinpo;'t;n;cc. ^ * 

Objeclimis of a in cunbvry riatufe have 
been slakd to any other crifploymcnt oj' 
our forces at the pi vir when the ['xpc. 
dition was *rnt to th(^ Scheldt, but tl.tic 
are, in rnv opinion, many ron'^sdcr.d'.ors 
which mu'.t then have reiidcrcil opcralioir. 
in any pr>rt*ol’ E:oopo but that which was 
chosen for their tht alro, decidedi^r out of 
the qnc.«ticn. * 

Early pi thcf^piing of I HOD, Anstrin was 
meditating vvar with Erancc, and^w'on^ ere 
actively engaged in support of thf’ Spanish 
cause against the same power. It behoved" 


us then to combine, as far as it wan PW- 
sible to do so, a co-operation with Austr^' 
without relaxing our efforts in favour .of 
Spain, and with as much attention toow 
immediate national interests, as mfght bO' 
compatible with the furtherance of those 
of our allies, and with the success, as far 
as we could promote it„ of the common 
cause of Europe. 

When I mention national interests, I 
certainly do not mean to deny that ourfirat 
’and best interest must ever consist in pro- 
motiiTig, to the utmost extept of our power, 
the success of those nations which may 
be at any time engaged in active hostility' 
against the common enemy. But whilst- 
a govcnimnnt is acting upon this broad 
aiuhenlightened system, it is its bounden' 
attempt the acquisition of 
p;>ralo national <d>jcet 5 as may*be attaina¬ 
ble ^vithout prejudtee to tlic great and po- 
ncral line of policy,Vhich an able states- 
ni-'’n ^vili ever m-iUc. his prodoiniuaut con- 
sidcrat^in. , * 

Amliia, in her communications to this 
^"avcin'ucut, made two distinct proposi¬ 
tions:—Tlic c'.i^ w l.iml an army in the 
gulf of the A'b iatio, ii\ order to comperale 
u'ith the .w' lid{d '0 John, at. Uirit time com¬ 
manding on ilu* side of Ealyq and if that 
>-houM be cons!!i"redf as not prartioabh-, at 
ica-it to keep^nii tlie *roops in ISicily which 
I hen were thtrv, iur the purpose of creat¬ 
ing a diversion in It-dy, either by occasi¬ 
onal descends, sliould opportunity' (illcr, or 
by detaining, ihrougli tlie.mpnuc!ng atli- 
ludo of that ofibiisi^ e position, a part of 
Ih " o.u’mv*^ lU liie km«ydnm of Na¬ 
ples. 

Thescc'-nd proposiiion of Atistna was, 
lo :*iN>jiis of msiiLralo s'-ag to the 
I'M ill i.f I i': I miniy, for die prrjiose of sup- 
pert;::*^. -Xi'A i.iill tVirll.er increasing thef 
i;'..nr] r r'j'Uis vgalnss the newly established 
govi-rinnen's •vvl ieli b.ad r 1 ready appeared 
10 tl»oscfcmiT;t’ir.-J, I'V tliat*ii»cans ci*e- 
ating a urcat (b\>‘i'ion in her favour. 

Lel^ns now exaunni^ the measures thus 
proposed by autl of-eralions. 

wh'ch have b^en fnihis country 

as picfcrable to (liat wli’Vh li\ Majesty'® 
rtiu’.isirr-? adopjed. 

li;ir huding an army in the Adriatic 
Gu*Ciia‘f ;dwaTs uppearf.-d tojne a mcasdre 
paiticuiaily objectionable, even if your 
ally^ for ulioin it might bp undertakeTii, 
\rcrc in groat force in that quarter, and 
onjf>ytng a decided superiorjty over the 
cnenty.—The great and leading objection 
consists, 1 think,'ill this consideration^ 
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namely, if the allied army should be forc¬ 
ed only to a temporary retreat, the British 
WQuld auBer incalculable inconvenience 
Irotathe interception of all communication 
vHth thdir fleet, and their great depot, and 
from their being thrown entirely upon 
their ally for subsistence, and every re¬ 
quisite for the arpiy, in an unproductive 
country, ill calculated to furnish supplies 
for the extent of force which, under such 
circumstances, would be pressing upon its 
resources. 

This observa^on applies to an oj)ciiition 
in that point at any time ; but in this par¬ 
ticular case there was another insuperable 
objection, 'fhe army intended for active 
operations could not [>ossibly be ready 
before the middle or latter (uul of July* as 
ap{ 7 j 04 ^ by llie papers on the tabic be¬ 
cause the basis upon which alone it cimld 
be formed, were ihose'lroops wliich had 
been employed uiidcf sir Jolui Moore in 
Spain: and widi all the exntiori which 
the govermnenl, the cun'iiuaiiiler in chief, 
and every olliccr coneenied, could make, 
the regiments that had sutVi ied so much 
in their retreat to Corunna, and in the 
glorious battle fought there, ('onk! not pos¬ 
sibly be ready to take the liuld again be¬ 
fore the period above mentioned, (bir 
means of recruitimj arc well known to be 
very limited—our great resource I’ur ex])t- 
ditious completion of deficiencies, and aiig- 
menlation ofourTorce, namely, volurut-er- 
ing froR) the militia, was resorted to, and 
no means left lyiemployed, but ^li!l the 
utmost energy and activity in every de- 
*partinent could not produce a suilicient 
army of any size sooner than the period 
at which our troops weie embarked in 
.Tuly. , " 

If we had dispatched so large an arma¬ 
ment to the Adriatic tiulf at so late a pe¬ 
riod, (and sooner we couUl not have done 
8o) considering the length of the voyage, 
and difficuKy of parts of the navigation, 
there was ncT chance of our arriving at 
Trieste till Ion^ alter the archduke John 
had retired insfyiiungo/v and to descend 
in a small ccn'ps at Trieste would have 
been niadn^.3. 

In every point of view considered, tlii# 
Adriatic operation could never have^becn 
seriously enteitained a singli; niomt-nt by 
any person ca1>uble of appreciating such 
subjects. g 

The invasion of Italy comes next under 
ouc-^consideration.—^The sending a large 
army to that''country, must always be, to 
g great degree, objectionable, on a..coui)t 


of its distance from England; however, T 
am ready to admit, that a combinatiojlc.of 
certain circumstances might render such 
an operation advisable, but it most un¬ 
doubtedly was not &o in the present in¬ 
stance. Before you determine upon send¬ 
ing an army to act decidedly in that quar¬ 
ter, the Austrians must be prepared to in¬ 
vade the north of Italy with such means, 
and under such circumstances, as would 
justify your forming sanguine hopes of 
success. In this case, a large force dis¬ 
embarking ill the kingdom of-Naples might 
undoubtedly co-operatc to very great ad¬ 
vantage ; but when you consider that 
Austria began the late war with France 
totally unconnected with any other conti- 
iicnlut power, .;nd tliat the opening of her 
campaign evidently p''oved, that the lead¬ 
ing principles by wliicb h was governed 
weie fuiidnuionially erroneous, and tend¬ 
ing to destroy all hopes of the accession 
of Ruv^ia to her cause, even if such hofies- 
licid ever been emertuined, the govern¬ 
ment of this country would have acted 
veiy unwi.'scJy to place that coniidencc in 
her ultimate success, wliich could alone 
render the sending an army to Italy au 
a(h isab^^imcasure. 

rVance Cvutending against Austria,' the 
latter wlioliy uii'iiipported liy any conti¬ 
nental puvser, made the issue at least quite 
uncertain. Had Russia acted heartily in 
tiu* field with Austria, we should have been 
just lied in looking-to ultimale success in 
ihe sii’cat struggle then pending, uiid com- 
.tjlclcly justified in committing ourselves to 
extniic in support of so formidable a 
combination against the common enemy; 
but even in tliat case, the operation in 
Italy is not the. one I should prefer, though 
aveiy maleiial objection under this §u[i- 
pii^ition would certainly have been re¬ 
moved. 

Under tliu cxi.sting circumstances of the 
c.iie, the objections of the length of voy¬ 
age and con>equcnt late arrival, would 
etjuqll}'* have applied to thi.s operation as 
to that in the Adriatic; and though our 
communication would always have been 
stcuie, yet wc should just have landed in 
Italy and re-embarked without having ef¬ 
fected any diversion of conseqneiice to 
our allies, and without the chance of ob¬ 
taining any national object whatever, 
The Austrian armistice, and the time 
which the enemy liad had to bring for- 
wardvgreat additional means, u'ould have 
enabled liim<to turn against us a cousider- 
abl/i superiority of force, without weaken*^ 
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ine himself too much un the Danube, be- 
fdfe we could have made any consider¬ 
able progress in offensive operations, and 
the defnntivc treaty of peace would have 
left us no alternative, but that of retreat. • 

In Sicily wc wisely kept what force was 
already there: we could not withdraw it 
to act in Spain without subjecting Sicily 
to a successful attack by the French troops 
then in Italy. The retention of our force 
in that island, had certainly the effect 
W'hich Austria looked to wlien she urged 
us not to wiflidraw it, namely, of keeping 
a French corps in the kingdom of Nanles. 

The second suggestion of Austria, to 
send a force to the north of Germany, 
was liable to many very serious objections. 

Nothing could have justified you in fo¬ 
menting and extending, by your counte¬ 
nance and support, insurrections which you 
(did not sec the best prospect of bringing 
to a favourable issue. Such a prospect 
did certainly ntft arise from the extent of . 
confidence which you could repose in the | 
successful lonnination of the contest be- I 
tween Austria and France, nor wSs the 
force wliich Austria proposed to you to 
send to Gonnany, under anv circum¬ 
stances, equal to the o^ycctl 

Having fixed upon a f]?cure landing 
place for a large arniaiiierit between tlie 
Fins and the Elbe, where your re-em- 
barkalion, in case ofielroat, might Rave 
been protected by an*cntreuched position, 
which would eqn.illy'havr served tor your 
first'great depot; jmu certainly might, in 
that case, have made u.se of the Weser, 
your centreline of operation, with great 
advantage, re-establishing the fortress of 
Haineln as your principal advanced depot, 
atvl enrolling and armiug all the disbanded 
soldiery of Hanover and Hesse, &c. who 
would soon have formed a very considera¬ 
ble l)ody of excellent troops. 

The detail and ulterior extent of your 
operations must, of course, have depended 
upon circumstances. But-if yop4iad had 
an army of about 'tO.OOO British tr-sops to 
suppoit those insurrections, there would 
have l)t-wn little or no doublf of succjess, 
provided always, which wasinJi‘ipcnsably 
necessary to the happy issue of such a 
project, you c<»u1d have bud that confi- I 
dence in the Austrian campaign, wliicli j 
the junction of llussia could alone hi^c I 
entitled you to entertain; and provided j 
you cAuld have been sure of the active co¬ 
operation of Prussia, to guard^ou against 
the incursions of the *001163 fr«m the 
North J upon which I think you {night 
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have reckoned, if Russia had joined 
Austria. 

'I he discmbavkation of your amtiy at 
Stralsund, with a view to carrying on 
operations in the countries of Hanover and 
Hesse, would, under any circumstances* 
have been unadvisable: the distance from 
England is so great:, there is no water 
commuidcatioii leading loivards the in- 
temled theatre of your operations; and 
the iutervention of the Prussian territory 
between you and your principal point of 
cortmunlcation, would Jiavc placed you 
in too great a^ependance upon a powor» 
whom you had not the means of positively 
controlling. 

The n’ifnor operation, as proposed,by 
ifusti'ia, w'ould have been, in every view, 
highly injudicious. And the inor .fr ia ft en- 
isive one would only have b«cn justifiable 
under the circnfhslancos to which 1 have 
above alluded, of an extensive combination' 
against the French, See. &c. because, in 
no otjicr case couid you have entertained 
any well-grounded prospect of perma¬ 
nently re-establishing the original German 
governments> which, of course, was the 
only object that your support of the in¬ 
surrections could have had in view. 

To give rise to sucli insurrcctious, or to 
encourage thepi, and extend them by 
wour couiiii'nance, unless with as great a 
certainty of l^inging th^m to a favourable 
issue as any liuman efliirt can afibrd, is 
wholly inadmissible. To resort to such 
measure’s merely for the purpose of creating 
a diversion, wdth every probability of be¬ 
ing obliged to abandon the iuhabitants of 
a country eitlier excited by you, in the 
first Instance, or to whoso risings you have 
been a party by giwiiig them protectioitr 
thus becoming the means of subjectiiig a 
loyal and brave people to the vindictne 
rage of olicnded rulers, is atrocious policy. 
It is what every honest man must sin- 
cereljr deprecate, and I trust’the fair fame 
of Britain will never be’sullied by the 
adoption of sudh a M^biavelian system. 

yfUcnl ieiv;wd?irfT7ui^ in order to jus-, 
tify your committing ym^pelf decidedly 
in operations of the .natul ^that I have 
described, .you should have reason for' 
indre crmfidenco in the success of your 
ally, than fhe government of this country 
was entitled to entertain, whilst Austria 
w^s last rngaged against Finance; Fwas> 
very far from nieaning to establish so un- 
IJenetous, so contracted, so^ paltry*0 
inmolitic a principle, as that when your 
ally^s the v^eakevt. and conse^fsogtly*^ 

P . ^ 
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wants your assistance the most, it is then 
that such assistance, upon cold pruden¬ 
tial calculations, should be withheld. It 
is one thing, however, to be actually en¬ 
gaged in the field, cither in immediate 
connection or in co-oj^eration with an 
ally i and anotln:r, to determine how far 
you can be juatific/l in committing your¬ 
selves before that alliance is d’ormed. 
Should circumstances have borne you out, 
in making common cause with an ally, 
to the (itmovi exient of that term, then, of 
course, you must,‘^haic with him ev't!ry 
danger of the w.^r, as long ts if is possible 
for you to persevere ; othtrwisc^ou wnidfl 
be a <lcgra(lril nution, and your alliAiic^ 
would not be worth haviusr. ► lint tl'.e 
paramount duly of a governmettt, prima¬ 
rily lu irottct and fooler the iulric sts of 
the paiIiciilar country over whicli if pre¬ 
sides, imposes the iiull«pensublc obliga¬ 
tion, previously to ctmtracling an alli¬ 
ance which is inimciliutely^to bo fol!ow;cd 
up by hostile operations, to wciglu^vcry 
maturely the degree o/ coiifiJci.ce whic!i 
all the circumstances of the ca?c justify m 
the ultimate issue ot those operations, ao 1 
upon this considciJUion to dttciniin-.' iht* 
extent to vvhich<he means intruited totl.c 
care of tlnit goverament ought to he eoni- 
mitted. • 

Another employment (»f our«forcc, rug- 
gestod in this couatry, was ijf aid of th. 
Spaniards on the ptn insula. Now tlic 
aiidition bf any rtinforccnients of conse¬ 
quence to our afrny in Portugal, consi- 
Jjering the dearth of subsistence •there, 
could have produced no other cifcct, but 
that of creating the utmost embarrassment 
in point of provisions, thus siispemVng our 
•active operations in tlfat quarter, and com¬ 
pletely paraly:>ed our exertions. 

‘■Thei'o is, indeed, another point on the 
peniu'sula from whence, under certain cir¬ 
cumstances, we might ivavc operated with 
very great suJ^jantngc. If wc couI<t have 
iaiided an army at ('adiz, it would have 
had all the icsoufa*’-*. of Cadiz itself, outlie 
hnc province oiVindalufft'^and tlie fertile 
banks Of thc^'uadiana for its supplies, 
cquipmet 2 l,.^^»<*ovisi(ms, means of transport, 
&c. This army would then* have taken 
Us line by Cordova, through the SieVra 
Morena upon Madrid, and connected th*jt 
operation with the advance of the arn^y 
‘froth Portugal, by an intermediate corps 
proceeding through Seville and Meridq. 
Such an operation, especially consiifering 
that at that time the enemy could nql>tc- 
< iaptite his armies iiv Spain, would ^ba- 
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bly have terminated in the complete ej:- 
pnlsi(Ui of the French from that kingdom, 

! and, of course, would have been most es- 
seutialiy beneitcial to the common cause. 
'But in order to have made this practicable, 
the Spaniards must have given us tempo¬ 
rary possession of Cadiz, as our chief 
di'pul, and as our point of retreat in case 
of failure. To this they would never con- 
sent, and our government, acting always 
upon those great and liberal views of en- 
liglitencd policy, which have invariably 
led them to avoid increasing,*f)y an act of 
(jjcirs, that political jealousy, which has 
always hwmed an essential feature of the 
Spanish uaii<oi, and tlie augmentation of 
wiiich tovvaids us would seal the annihi- 
IjI.o.u of iIu'Ij l,»'* hopes of succcs^s, deter¬ 
mined nr)t ti> lake p«>.^:rssion of Cadiz ex- 
t’CptMSJT by Ihcir consent, thfi impossibi¬ 
lity of ch aining this obliged us to rc- 
nounci* i I’an, to wliicli otherwise we 
might l;.r»c m sorted with so much ad¬ 
vantage ; w<- wconcluded, that w'ith- 
ciii the actual pcssession of Cadiz, such an 
f.peialiori v.?..•% not to be undertaken. 

As to iiny ccs^'ont upon the coast of 
l*iiu:cc, no aiiacU which you could have 
made woLiftf^hrc. e hrld out a prospect of 
iiatituial auvaAtagi .1 in the least degree 
eompar.-.hie -wdh these which would have 
resulted from success in tlic operation you 
did urulcitake : and such a descent would 
lr«i',e created no diyeiy-iion in favour of 
Aualria, at hast none of any importance. 
In Fiance, properly so called, the enemy 
would miicii sooner have had an oppor¬ 
tunity of collecting superior means to op- 
p»)se you ; because, under no circum¬ 
stances however urgent, could the ruler of 
that country leave'it without a considera- 
bl< iitmiber of regular troops, which 
might liavc been soon collected and form¬ 
ed into an army ; and the gens d’aimes 
and national guards.are very numerous. 

,Every operation therefore but that 
which ^was determined upon w'as posi¬ 
tively* objectionable, in some way or 
oil'‘»r; and^j.he Expedition to the Scheldt, 
at the same lime that it held out the best 
, pi Dtipoct of attaining objects of the utmost 
possible magnitude to (his country, was 
the only diversion, little as it might be, 
which jmu could make in favour of Aus¬ 
tria, unless you acted with a great degree 
of political shortsightedness, and with a 
degree j)f criminality that would Ibr. ever 
have disgr^ed the government of this 
gi;eat and enlightened, and 1 will say, with 
all our defects, of this virtuous country. 
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Let it not be said tUat we collecttnl a 
large armament and titeii looked around 
for its object, determined to send it some¬ 
where, and if we could not fm^l an eli¬ 
gible destination, to choose a bad one. 
rather than let our force remain idle. If 
you can suppose any person to be serious 
in talking thus, you must suppov^e him 
at the same time i;rnoruni of tiie hctt 
interests of his country ; othernise he 
would be able to appreciate how mate¬ 
rially thoie interests most liave been pro-* 
moted by Uic completo success of the 
Expedition now under consideration. 

The Austrian propositions have hcen 
urged, as if they ought to have been bind¬ 
ing upon this country ; but, though > ou 
would upon all occasions be desirous of 
course to meet the wishes of your ally, 
yet you are not obliged to surrender 
yourself to him at (Ji^croticn : ho may 
propose what it is unadvisable i(» adopt, 
and you must (Axercise your own Judg¬ 
ment. From long experience oT the 
Austrian councils,•! cannot .'•ay that I 
think them more cntithal to blm l fDonfi- 
deiiee than those of other powers. 

1 must protest too against the ndmi.s.<ion 
of the doctrine, that v5*mmi‘;ters 

are ni'cessarily to be tried'yy contrasting 
liiein will) the specuUili»>ns of olheis. The 
variety of those .speeulations is at f»nce 
sufticient to prove the ab.siirdily of le-?!*!!- 
ing to such u medium of probation. L'p^/ii 
w'hat principle' too can the opposition set 
up tlicir opinions as in*’onirovertiblc ? No 
set of human beings have any riglit to 
arrogate to themselves infallibility. Tint 
is an attribute uliieh belongs not fo mor¬ 
tals: but Mippose it Vicre otherwise, why 
arc the oppouents of a government more 
ent*itled to claim that advantage than iiic 
government itself? At first .sight the pre¬ 
sumption is in favour of ev<5ry govi-ru- 
ment, from the superior means of infm na¬ 
tion which they must ‘possess, and w!iuh 
arc so essential to forming ^ just vpini'oi 
upon their measures. * . 

The project of J'ranco is certainly .to 
form nil immense naval armament in tiic 
Scheldt, ^ The basin now forming at Ant¬ 
werp is to contain tifiy sail of the ime. 
By means of the «ctcnsivej iyland naviga¬ 
tion, which France, in the present sub¬ 
jugated stale of Europe, completely com¬ 
mands, timber and other material.s for ship 
building can be collected in any quantity 
at Antwerp, and ariificcrs to any nuftnber ; 
therefore I see no limits to Aie creation of 
what naval ineiuis our enemy chooses fti 
the Scheldt. 
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I Those means would always be available 
against this country, excepting about two 
months in the year, when the Scheldt 
might be frozen. At that period however 
twenty si;il of the line might always be 
stationed in Flushing lunbour, n adv to 
act at any' moment. 

Look at this iinmeijse naval e^tablish- 
nienl with immediate reference to the in¬ 
vasion of England. 

It has alw’ays been considered by those 
br'V able to form a judgment upon such 
siilijpcts, that to enable Boulogne Flo¬ 
tilla, roiitaiiii*g, when in order, about 
100,000 troops, to pass the channel in se¬ 
em ity, the presence of a large licet would 
be necc'Jt'.iry, partly to draw olfour ships 
ol^war, and partly to aftbrd an immediate, 
eseort. 

* With tills view the enemy* ha.s contenv- 
p^U'd plans of mb ft ng large llects in 

tlic Atlantic, and afier deceiving us with 
iLSpect to their destination, to run them 
up tli^ l!injiineb Thi.s would at all times 
have !)ecn very piccarious: but from the 
Scheldt Kg will be able to combine a 
formidable invasion with the greatest 
f iciliiy'. He can send from thence a very 
large fleet for the purf)ose%of assisting the 
operation.s of the Boulogne Flotilla, and 
another large fjeel to act in conjunction 
wAh tin* licet of Holland, perhaps too 
with the fleeft of the Celtic, in e.scorting 
and protecting a considerable army em- 
barkcil on board transports (of >Vhich he 
will be able to collect a» many as he can 
possibly want) across the German Ocean, 
to descend upon the eastern coast, whilst 
atiacks are carried on at the same time, 
from the other parts of the inordinately 
extended dominions* of France, against 
the south-w'c.st quarter of this country, 
and against Ireland. * 

'riiis great combination against you 
might take place at any part of the year, 
excepfing when the ycheldt'was frozen; 
and even then, to watch llio twenty sail o£ 
the line which* tiicenn».fly might always 
have lying at ■'jhvg'li? an^ijror in Flushing 
harbour, you would be t^Iiged to kee‘^' 
one fleet of that .'■ize .at Y^ni o u ^ . and 
another of equal size in the Downs (very 
liad’aiid dangerous roadsteads,) both of 
which fJeets'migUt evenliviHy find them¬ 
selves to leeward. For this you have the 
aufliority of that excellent officer^, Com- • 
‘modore Owen. 

•And what sized Aeets yowmust have in 
that^ quarter, eflcctually to watch th« 
eneni^'s anuaments to^he east of . 



21^)] PARL. DEBATES, March 27. 

when liis projected establishments in the 
.Scheldt are brought to maturity, it is not 
(liflicult to foresee. It is ai-o 1 believe 
very decidedly the opinum of your most 
intelligent naval officers, that, allowing 
your maritime preparations to lx- carried 
io the greatest pos-^ibie extent, and giving 
your navy the iUiuu'»t euuiit for tlu ir c.ba- 
raclcristfc hcr'isiu, and then* proved in¬ 
telligence and invtncib litv, naval securilv 
against invasion, dcj^eJiding as it. aUvajs 
must so uiueli upon the elements, never 
can be certain. , ♦» 

I am cjuitc aware of tlic^improb.ibility 
ol'just aod accurate combin.ilions !akin'«* 
plucc in operation:, of invasion across tho 
sea, and from points so disUnt,» however 
able may liave been limpievitms anangd- 
nK'nlv.r«.Rut where the con^etjucnces v»f 
success on thv part of the enemy arc so* 
dreadful, it behoves us td provide againrt 
all possilnliucs: and whetiier such com¬ 
binations were accurately exec?ileil or not, 
tile attack would he of the greatest 
lude, and most Ibrniidablc. 

That Buonaparte will undertake the in¬ 
vasion of tliii country, one dav or other, I 
am perfectly persuaded, and ihat pel haps 
at no very di’ tant period. It is his cluef 
and favourite project. ^ It is tlm last act, 
without which the great i^rama would be 
incomplete. I certainly bcii(*vc that he 
has never cntcrtaijied a scriV.us intention 
of carrying that project into cx'jcution at 
any time^ previous to the present period. 
He must always have seen, iliat his o.dv 
chance of succesj. (however vain I |,ru^t it 
will prove) depended upon his under¬ 
taking the ojnuation with an immense 
force: such a force he nc\cr could jisk 
-sending out of his fcounirv, whdst the 
greater powers ot the Continent wore 
rtfAdy to attack France so weakened, and, 
in case of failure, perhaps so shaken hy 
internal commoliori. Bui this great ob¬ 
stacle is MOW*removed. All the corAinent 
is at the foot td France ; and tlicre ht i.ig 
no longer any ^^heck uphn the inv.'vion 
of England butYihc apprehension 

of failure, no of common undiT'^tand- 
ing canjig^piR^se that Buonaparte will not 
make us'e, for that purpose, of the means 
in his hands, extensive beyond all tx- 
ample, as soon ,iis his preparittioin^can be 
brought to inaturitv. In the mean lime, 
perhaps, he may make a desultory attslbk 
upon Ireland. Bat for the success of his 
great plan, hejci ill look*to tire employment 
of the most formidable means, and to spnie 
sufilf^‘ombiiation as I have stated.^'' 
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With these considerations before our 
eyes, and I am sure I have not been guilty 
of tlic smallest exaggeration of the ene¬ 
my’s potver or his projects; with inva- 
hioii, certain invasion, of the most formi¬ 
dable description, approaching, the sne- 
ccjs of which w'ould be attended witti 
every hornble calamity that could possi¬ 
bly befall this great and jirosperous and 
happy country; the destruction of all its 
power and consequence, of every «pccie8 
<tf property, of all domestic comfort, of all 
persoriai security; the desoladon of our 
dwellings, the dispersion of our families, 
the aniuhdation of our liberties and our 
whole political cxedence: this imlcpen- 
(lent nation, which now justly exults in a 
^lorior.-. supericriU', this last refuge of the 
persecuted and fugiu-'" virtue an<l liberty 
of the earth, turne<l iSitd one general 
camp, and groaning under the iron rod of 
inililarv despotism : a most licentious and 
savage soldiery domimeiiiug with brutal 
sway. Every class of the community de¬ 
prived ol' whatever nA.kes existence dc- 
hiiabl<--, and the whole become IVnnh 
ctmscripts. With these consiclerations, I 
say, prosuit to our minds, must not every 
man ia ‘down to the lowest 

ar.d ni05t in.sTj^niiicant individual it pos¬ 
sesses, have the strongest personal interest 
ill averturg or greatly diniiiiishiug the 
forcti of the attack ? and must not a go- 
veriiincMt be more than justified, must it 
not he entitled to appiausc and gratitude, 
for strciuiinidy enJcuvouriiig to lessen the 
chance whicli the enemy may Imvc of 
accomplishing his fatal pi eject ? Tins ap¬ 
plies innnecliately to the conduct of our 
government in determining to undertake 
the Expedition to ilic Scheldt; for, next 
to Boulogne, I am perfoclly persuaded, 
that the enemy has not, in the whole im¬ 
mense extent of liis dominions, a point of 
such great importance wiih respect to the 
invasion of this country us that against 
wliich a’jr nrrii,s were lately directed. 

If, hy tlie desliuction of the naval esta- 
hlKliment at Antwerp, wc could have re¬ 
tarded the f»rogress of the enemy's prepa¬ 
rations in tiiat quarter, even for a year or 
two, it would have been extremely essen¬ 
tial with a viciw to gaining time ; and if 
wc could Jiave retained possessibn of the 
island of Walcheren, it w ould have been 
of the highest possible importance.—I do 
not know therefore any object so .elo.sely 
intcrw'dven* with the dearest interests of 
England, as Uia^ which the Expedition 
at)w' under consideration intended 
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and calculated to attain; and it was at the 
same rime the onlv diversion in favour of 
Austria^hich it was possible for us then 
to make. ^ 

1 must hejf to be underalood, tliat wlun 
dwelling upon llie veiy p'eal iinpoitance 
of uouiraiizmg tlie i m inyt:stabli!hmc!]ts 
in the Sclicldi, with iinmcdiute vclerence 
to inva-siori, I do not mean to say, tliat 
the successful invasion of tlie jh’iUsh <-ni“ 
j)irc neces.'jarily follows, though we have 
not sucev'ded in the r.rconjplisliuK'Ut of* 
au object wl'ich would have gi\cu ns so 
much ailditionol strcMigih. That this inva¬ 
sion w'lll be attcmpitd, and in tlir mosl 
formidi'ble manner, 1 am convinced. But 
though o'lr preparations to lepcl the at-, 
tack miwt be c«>iisid( rably greater than if 
we coultl have retained Walchcren, vet 1 
am persuaded, liom tho dcepe.st mediiu- 
tion upcui this most intcresling subject tor 
many yearsS, that we liave it in our power 
to provide such of resistance, as, if 

judicu)u>ly applied, woulrl j»hce n^ in 
com[dile sei urity, *0(1 cnal)!c ns to bid 
dcliancc to Fiance and ail Europe co n- 
bined m a uni;ed delennination to oUoct 
our ile'lrnelion. 

li‘ we [)i\'fjt, ;is Vf> of the 

powers of reMsUnn’c whieii Ni.‘ pos^e^s, and 
which can be called into action uitfiout 
any parnrnl.ir prcsMUc i.pon, or much in¬ 
convenience Jo the Ciuinir3\ (Init u^iat 
pressure, or wiuit iiu*f)',jvenieiice ennld bo 
considered as too’ f»reat to oln.iin tlw in^s- 
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tiinal)ie ble-^siin; of seVtirilv sue- 

cos'-ful invasion !) wi^ siiall still have am* 
j)le time uholly to avert (in: impending 
danger. If tve allow jIk.vc powers to lie 
dormanS tlic cneiny will e.iablish himself 
auKUigsi U.S; and tinnigli 1 am sure the 
heart ol every Briton wuuhl throw out de¬ 
fiance to its last beat, yci the covnitry must 
be convulsed, desolated, and torn to 
pieces, so that this gcncraiion eonhi never 
hope to see order and tfan.juillitv reslou'd, 
or again to experience a myinent <^*conf- 
fort or satisfjuMion. 

Having proved, I thiiikl beyond tl^e 
possibility of conlvadiriiun, that general 
policy clearly poinicvi out the atiai k uphn 
the enemy’s esta!)lisi)nients in tlie Sc lieldt, 
as the he.st operalron whirh. the govern¬ 
ment coultl pos-iibly undertake under all 
the circunisiances of the inorueni, wo mobt 
now con.sider the expedieiiey ol the mcjf- 
sure, ayd examine how f.ir that bore out 
the ministers in Qllcinpling \^^):lt ^mliey 
so forcibly dictated.—'ri^e di.,tinctipn be¬ 
tween 'p'^licy- and expediency is, I think, ^ 
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Tery clear: the one involving all those 
general considerations which 1 have enu¬ 
merated; the other deptmlirig upon the 
practicability of the opcralion in contem¬ 
plation. 

15cfoic I come to the detail of the ope¬ 
ration, I shall make some obsei vations upon 
the intelligence which was received by 
the government, and tifat which appears 
upon the quarter nmsnr gciicraFs jouinal, 
as also upon the opinions delivered pre- 
viohftiy to the sailing of the Expedition 
and .yiL.>equcntly at tlie h ir of (Ins House. 
—In doing thi^ I .'^liall ctirlainly ik>i tire 
the House by reading passages from the 
voluminous mass of evidence upon the ta¬ 
ble, or rdlining inoic ihan I can possibly 
hc4p to extracts which 1 have made my- 
sel£ fiom those documents. If I 
happen'to be inaccurate in ;jny dates or 
niipibcrs or in any quotations, I beg that 
the noble loid, anti the honourable gen¬ 
tlemen on the otlicr side, will take the 
iroifble to set iiif: right. It i': under their 
coiTL-eTion, and that of the House, I am 
now speaking. * • 

Previous to the month of dune, the 
minish’is lead received such intelligence 
Irom tlie continent, through different con- 
fulfiUial resources, as gave rhem good 
reason to coiic!nde,'thal the works of Ant¬ 
werp were ,iu A defective state, and the 
garrison vcri^ inadequate; that these 
works had not undergone any improve¬ 
ment, since (he year 1791; tn.it»tho.se of 
rin>iiing had been very jiltle improved : 
and that the countiy, in general, was bare 
of troops, the enemy having drawn al¬ 
most all his di.sposable force into Ger- 
niAiiv, wlierc ;U that lime, as is well 
known, ^lu* was engaged in a severe con¬ 
test with Austria. Some articles of this 
previous inuliigeiice rated the eneniyis 
force higher than it proaed to be; but 
his Majesty’s government shewed that 
they veell knew how to appreciate the iii- 
fuimaiioii they leceived, aifti detect its in¬ 
accuracies and •exaggcralioiH. This ap¬ 
pears by the fa/'t^s'-v'tiif). yurned out, and 
in the intelligence procui'w] by the army 
r;n the spot. Therefore, no ,w itlisi^ding 
'theexaggerations to whu’h I haVeimuded, 
the ^overnm'ent was jusiifictl in considcr- 
iiiif tlie coumry whieh they looked to as 
the future theatre of our o*perations desti- 
tuft of the means of any considerable de- 
■fence. 

•Towards the end of May^ the goTcrn- 
nient having now begun seriously lb pro¬ 
ject e*ie destruction of the enemy's acayal 
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means and establishment.^ in the Scheldt, 
and the taking possession of the iidand of 
Walcheren, the secretary of state for the 
war department applied (o the Cuminandcr 
in Chief for his opinion, relative to the 
practicability ofsiicli an operation. 

Certainly tliefniiiniaiiderin t hief,con¬ 
sidering his coiisuniuialc knowledge of the 
military science ir. every branch, and liLs 
long and cMcn.sivc evperiencc, was as 
able to fm'JH a just opinion upon such a 
subject as any pernon whatcvir. Bat 
though the secretary of state laid before 
him all the inlcKigence of which he was 
then in possession, and wliich was quite 
sufficient for the govominent, strongly im- 
pres.std as they were with the extreme 
niagiiitudc of the objects incontr^uiplation, 
seriously to uicdiutc such an expedition, 
ycl'Tfiis intelligence was not of that ac; 
curate and precis? naUtre, ;nit?, ojion the 
wliolc, not so di.^tincily and decidedly fa¬ 
vourable to the easy al•c<lmpli^hm/'!{t of 
the pr«)jecled plan, a-> n*'tiid jn'.iifv ihe j 
Commander in Chief in givin.; an i'liicial ( 
opinion, for wlii( h In* iinghc bcc .me rc- j 
sponsible, founded irnplicilly U[)on snrli 
groutids. Ho, thoreforo, l^»olct‘d *'nly at 
the ditViculiies of tin: operation, pre-siqi- 
posing Antvvei|*j to be in a complete stale 
of defence, in which k iiuglit have been 
placed during the .time that the enerny^ 
had been in possession, an*^ (.Vmpeteiitly 
gariisoncd; the*country too furni.shod 
with the, pi Opel means t.f dcfenci*, ami, 
in general, sueii prepaialicn^ for resislante 
madv., as, unle.‘M» ne had very good roa.son 
tK> know the contrary, we must mlturally 
conclude to be the case. 

These v.cic the only grounds upon 
which the Conmiiuhlcrin Chitf, im hisolli- ! 
*cial capacity, could, at that time, give an 
official wriUen opinion. But, it must be 
observed, that tnougli he does state the 
difficulties of tlv yi'.terpvisc to be, in his 
mind,vciy great, yet he never gtvjs the 
length of saying tliat lie considcis them as 
insurmountable. « 

Amongst the Ccjniman- 

dcr in ChiePs^atb thut^which it is at¬ 
tempted to nurce most prominent, is cob 
Gord6vi^«»-(?nen I say alt(;mpi»<|, I do 
not me n any improper insinuation ; .the 
noble lord and those gontlenjcn vvJio sit 
near hiu), h'ive^v great ca.sc to make out, 
and they n-.iuraUy wi^li to put those oj^i- 
nions mo.stlm\\ard^ wiiich are in fa- J 
vour of that ca.../*, I must observe^ thvi 
there are pari^of colmud (jordon’j opinion 
I do not well cemprehuiw^ he 
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says, that, whether the eiiterprize should 
be successful or not, a great part of ^le 
naval and military means of this^ountry 
must be put to imuiiticnt hazard. How 
colonel Gordon could make it out, that if 
we were successful a great jiart of our na¬ 
val and military means would probably 
be destroyed by the enemy, i really 
cannot comprehend, unless lie supposes 
tiut the commanders of the army and 
navy would have acted in *so stupid a 
manner, as lo allow their return from 
Antwerp, after success, lo bc^ intercepted. 
The teiin, dej>porate enUrpri/e loo, which 
he applies to this undertaking, is much 
stronger than circumstances wan ant. 1 
certainly have a very high esteem and 
respect for colonel Cordon; he is an 
exliemuly clcvtr, intelligent man, of in¬ 
defatigable zojI aim : >dustry, ami eini- 
ncnily coJiver,'<anl in tiie <utai».s of his pro- 
fe ^ion. Bur, however cxLciisivc niay bo 
lii-i tliefuy, he has had Ij.utliule, if any, 
experience of actual service upon a great 
scale, ilu' extrmne vab^eof which in form¬ 
ing an otlitcr lor command, or lo enable 
non to give a just opinion upon a great 
nnlmiry opeiMiioii, is b<‘si known to those 
who Many ddiicultii'S 

an<l many ^?JpedmicnU appear in.sur- 
niouiitabie to* the olliccr of little actual 
service, .jid, as it weic, appal hi.s judg- 
lucfc t, which the more expeiicnced sees at 
] oiue rile iiieaui of ovcia.omiiig. 

If 1 ware (ntnisleil witli lhc command 
of an army, 1 should undoubtedly be 
1 ijmch ob!n.;ed lo colonel Gordon if he 
would favour me with his sentiments upon 
my intended opi rations; I should always 
receive them, howev m*, w it h the Hhaieinent 
ainl deduction which his want ol expe¬ 
rience of actual service upon an exicuued 
.^cale must naturally occasion. I trust he 
will excuse the.so observatioiLS, but a.s hi.s 
opinion upon the subject in question is 
made .so very prounnent, and as it were 
decisive of the meri's of llic case, it is iie- 
for nfe to give niy reasons fur not 
adiiiittiim it la that extent. 

Jf the ot^jer opinions given by the Com- 
in.amler in Chi 'l’.s stall' .some lire more, 
.some are less favourable to the Expe¬ 
dition ; but in none, does the tone 
of c( ndemnation, or even of «dissuasioa 
come nearly .'.0 highaj in that of colonel 
G'/r!on. 

These communication.s were made to 
the secretary of state on the 2d of June ; 
subsequently which pesiod, iiis Majes- 
*y*s .government*procineU much tbilher 
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intelligence of so encouraging a nature, 
aim apparently so accurate, as induced 
thorn to determine upon carrying Jthe pro¬ 
jected Expedition into execution, notwith- 
.Ntinding the conimunicalions which they 
had received, as above stated, from the 
head-quarters; because they felt per¬ 
suaded, that if Uie Clommunder in Chief 
and his staff had been in possession at the 
time their opinions were asked of the 
intelligence which the government sub-* 
sequcntly ro<^t‘ived» those opinions would 
have worn a very different complexion. 

Tiie government has been blamed by 
the other side of the House, for not arnin 
resorting to the ()pinions of the Cominan-. 
iler in (Mnefaiul his slafi', after having re¬ 
ceived the inlclUgcncc upon which they 
finally determined to act; but nothing 
can be more unjust than this accusation. 
It was easy for the govennerit to dcler- 
initic, being already in possession ol’the 

opinions of those *>fru'cis, what variations 
. in them the more |weciso and mere fa- 
voinable intelligence must necessiril^ 
make; and it would have liecnvery unfair 
of ministers to aUenqit to throw the final 
encouragement or vejGbVe,.'u*'i'».*.lfe Expe¬ 
dition from thtni'clvcs upoii'llje Comnuin- 
(ler in Chief; iic could be olFioiallv no 
party to it, he could have little 'sh.irc of 
the cr»‘dit arising from success, and* it 
would have been an umvoiihy firocceding 
to endeavour to* load liim woth any part ol 
th(‘ rcsfmnsibilitv.—1 must licre strongly 
protest against the doctrine?, that a go-’ 
vernmrnl is under tin? neccssily of ju''li- 
fving ati}’ eypedidon that mav lie itndcr- 
taken by wiittcn milvtaiy opinions to that 
cdlect, or bv proving that it certainty of 
Kuce'ess existed before they engaged in 
the operation. All military combina¬ 
tions consist of possibilities and proba¬ 
bilities; you can reduce nothing to a cev- 
taiiity, hut the siegeof a place wdiich pre¬ 
sents no great natural cbstac]# ; and that* 
loo is always subject to the contibgcncy 
of the operations of the siejz^e being pro¬ 
perly protected against the e'lcmy. If 
governmeitts were therefore to wait till 
success waWeduced to mathematical ccr- 
taintVj no operatioi> of war w'^uld ever be 
' undcrtala'ii*at all. 

Hit too for the government, or fora 
commander in chief to go to every general* 
officer of an expedition, and ask hi** opi¬ 
nion with respeet to the probahllyy of suc¬ 
cess? Was this ever the practice of any 
governnipnt? or was it ever a eouHition" 
imposed upon any commander in chief? 
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Certainly not; and I trust the noble lord 
and his ho#urabIe friends will, upon re¬ 
flection, be convinced how impossible it 
would be, under such rcslriclioiis, to car¬ 
ry on the military department of the go¬ 
vernment with advantage to the state, or 
to corntnatid armies wiiji that ctievgy and 
promptitude so necessary to their success. 
You would constantly he floating in in¬ 
decision, amongst a variety of opinions 
lhal It would be impossible to reconcile, 
till moment for actioi^ was gone by. 

Ido not mesn to say, that a govern¬ 
ment should not consult upon military 
operations officers in whose ability and 
experieneti^ they may have contidcncej 
or^hat the commander of an army should 
not,do the same. But it is contrary^ all 
practice and policy that opinions so de¬ 
livered are to be binding on either ; and 
the less formal and the more familiar 
your consultations, ihe more likely are 
they be ;useffii; because, when you 
require persons formally to commit them¬ 
selves, you may depend upon it they 
will "enerallv make use of the utmost re- 

w « 

sLM vc, and not communicate onr half of 
w hat they think and feci upon the subject 
refoircd to them. 

The intelligence 'subsequent to the 2(1 
of June statf^*, ifiat Antwerp was left with 
scarcely any g-ffrii*:')!! ; tjiat the greatest 
part of the corps of artificers, usually em- 
[iioyed in the dockyards, had gOfi% to the 
Danube. That the work^ w'cre in a very 
defective state, tw’o small breaches in the 
raDipart, the ditcli fordable in two places, 
and generally much cncumbci ed; the 
outworks in complete decay; no covered 
way; gi’henilly spealiing no preparation 
against an attack in any part of the 
Scheldt, and throughouttliewhole country^ 
no forc(' capable of making much resist¬ 
ance. There' could not therefore be a 
more fitvoiirabk’ opportunity for Crirrying 
our arms into that cpi'^rtcr. 

Ifijluid beeir p.ossible to diqr.ilch the 
.Expedition earlier, “It ci;i'<aiiiiy would 
have been much heltf^r; but by the pa¬ 
pers bn the table itiwidoiiily apnearsAhat 
tve could not Jo so ; and the government 
w'as po.sifivciy informed, by a person 
extremely* cotripeteni to ^peak to lbi» 
pointy that the stale of ih*^ W'ind and wea- 
tfiei' in July and August was usually fa- 
vtour.iblc to the progiCssof an armament 
up-*ihc 'Scheldt; ilie same person after¬ 
wards stated to the Secret Committee, 
that h^ never rerficmbered such ad^ju.*^ 

weather at that season, as we met with 
> \ 
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upon our arrival of}' the mouth of that 
nvor.~The intelligence wbjj^ Goveiii- 
mcnt received previous to the sailing of 
the Expedition, was completely corro¬ 
borated by that subsequently obtained by 
the army in the progress of their service, 
with as few exceptions as ever arise upon 
similar occasions. 

Without fatiguing the House with long 
details upon this subject, I shall confine 
myself to tiic leading features, as they 
stand recorded upon the quarter-in^Hter- 
general's iouJns!l.—l^poi\ our arrival in 
the .Scheldt, there was certainly a lota] 
want of preparation on the part of the 
enemy, as appeared by the little olislrue- 
tion w'e met with in going up that livir, 
antLbv their not having even benuii any 
batteries between I.illo n;ul Antwerp, 
previous to ihe*rno>ul** ol'Anunst; nor 
were those batteiies finished till abotuhhe 
26th or 2?th of that inootb. 

That the wotks of Autwci;# ucriMua 
very defective state is to me ijuitc ^^•ident, | 
from tile circumstance of the ditch being j 
only cleared out on the lOih of Augu>t, | 
and water not let in Idl the litli. No j 
inundation was formed in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Liefkcnshocih till the 18th, and 
it is not till the 22d‘ that sir John Hope 
reports the enemy to be' busily einplny- 
ed in repairing that fort, v.’bieij of couise 
implies pievioiis deficiency. Mushing 
itself, too, was by no means in such a 
state of defence and propaiatioii as it 
might have been 5 for, on the front w’hicli 
'we attacked there was no giacis/and you 
could see the foot of the rampart of the 
body of the place from a com*idi‘rabIti 
distance. *' 

General Sontag, commaiularit of Mid- 
<31eburg, an ofiiixT of great iniolligeix’e 
and experience; col. Modieiiii, com¬ 
mandant of Flushing; and capt. Puget, 
of the royal navy, naval commissioner of 
Flushing, all understood from sevrtal 
very respectable pcoph*, who were in 
constant comm^ulriviitjon with 'VnUvcvp, 
that that place was in a very defective 
statp, both as to works and garrison, when 
our jStpSflition arrived in the Sclieldl, and 
that if we had appeared before it in^forcc 
there would have been nq doubt of its 
surrender. 

The absence of troops was, gciienaily 
speaking, as great as the government had 
been led to expert. ^ „ 

From. 3 lo 4,00() troops, is the highest 

ber stated by the journal ever to have 
i/^cn, at one time, in garrison at Antwerp, 
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I In the report of the secret Counuitlcc, 
j 5,000 are said to have been llicre on tlie 
5th of August, including, liowever, raw 
conscripts, volunteer^, and o.rncd custom¬ 
house otlicers. The rest td'the garrison 
of Antwerp, whicli was ststted at last to 
amount to 11,000 men in all, was slid 
to be composed of the ships’ crew*, and 
the artificers. The. intelligence of the 
8th, transmit'ed by sir \V. Eisbine, and 
that of the i)th, transmitted by sir John 
Hope, are nearly vcib.dim the same, 
therefore wc may coiisid* r tinm toge¬ 
ther. The numbers therein stated are 
evidently much cxaggeraloJ; for instance, 
It is vaid, that the em my’s fleet could 
‘furnish 11,000 imn for ilie defence of 
Antwerp; no..- < an any lalional man 
suppo.se that possible ^ In the uncertainly 
of an attack upon then* hips by our 
^al means, could di(*y have left them s-.j 
bale of defencer It must be observed, 
t!:.it they hud <.ii!v 10 sail of the line 
afloat. Thev could, never, I lldnk, himl 
than their maiinvs, uinil they had 
r u t ied their ships 'o liigh above Antwerp 
as to place iheiii entirelv out of our reach. 
Tlr: lopoi^ l ijat the IVench would 
ha.e 40 ,(Xr). troops in Ibc lield against us 
in ten days, cxclu-ilvc of the garrisons of 
Antwerp and E.igcn-oji-Zgom, uus so 
alwnrd as to ilnow dixicdil upon tho 
whole iutcliigence. To the last, they 
never had neui tlnit number, including ail 
garrisons, and eveiy de'criplion offeree. 
.[Vide Uuar!cr-^jasier-(>ciicrul’s Jouii ;.!.] 
With regard to tlic artilicers, which this 
artii lii rates at 5 or 6,000 mem, armed and 
trained for tlie defence of Antwerp, there 
are dilK rcnt accoums. The inlelligence 
before the secret Comiiiiitee states (iiat 
Jliese artificers bad gone to the Danube ; 
and general Suniag, whilst coniinandlng 
at Jliddlcburg, received, from respectable 
aiithorily, a corroboration of this report; 
•the re hire, as there is so much contradic¬ 
tion bpon That poinb thti most you can 
possibly allii.w' is half of the number of 
.‘rtiticcTS ^who aie .stated in the intelli¬ 
gence of the S'h to be at Antiverp. On 
the loth, 2,'>,(K)0 French trovtps of the 
line were rcporici! to^ lie at Antwerp and 
in that neigiiboiirhood; bqt tiiis was 
cvidcMUly not true; because even to the 
last I here was no such number, as apjxars 
by the statement laid before the licuienant 
genejMkson the 27ih of August.—The gar- 
rison.s of LiJIo and Liefkenshoeik were 
represented td consist, the f.ymer of 
1,000 Qien, iho latter 500; but sir John 
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lIo|.)e, who transmitted this report, says, 
did not believe they were so strong. 

The result oral) the intelligence received 
by the army as laid l)efore the council ol‘ 
frar on the ‘J7Lh of August, at Bath/., was,. 
4,000 men Bergon-op-Zoom, 2,000 Breda, 
11,000 AtUwei-p, (including SLanien and 
arlihcers,) AoO Tlmlun, 'iA'Oo on the lett 
bank of the Scheldt, l.),00<) to oppose 
iji (he held ; Total .TOj/^OO. 

Eroin which nuinhcr ih^' tjuarlor-mastcr- 
gcneral in his evidouce>o()-:crvcs, yon may 
reasnmhiv rfle lnct ahotit .5,000 allowiijy; 
for inl.stateinen(s and exoi*:»( rations ; nnd 
sir .1. Hope, win) long commanded the 
advanced corp.s. says. ttMl Ik- con‘<iderod 
j;ome jiailjel’ tin* intclligente whicli hy 
ree**ivci] as crmsieous and some e.xag- 
gevated. 

As to the article in the report of the 
secret (‘cmuiitfee which .'>tates the cnc- 
mvV hnee .n 2t>,000 men on llie 1 Ith of 
Au;:u^l, at Bnd*, Bmgen-op-Zoom, Ant¬ 
werp, wvO. end on llie left hank ol' llm 
Scheldt, but exclusive of rinsliijig, this 
was probably erroneous, bccniiso, 4jp to 
the 27th, it appears tliere were only 
30,000 men in all. 

The iiu.nter-mastcBtgrrcral is*rcrti\inly 
jnstihed in making a deduction from tin' 
jiros.s amount of lorce; because every 
bod}'^ who has had experience ni those 
matters knows how dini< ult it i'> to olftaiii 
accurate reports in t.lie held of the ene¬ 
my's numbers,• aiivl how subject the infor- 
inan!-\ generaliy are to misstaiemcnt; nor 
could any pciv.on be so competent to 
form a judgment upon what part< were to 
bo credited and what rejected of the in¬ 
telligence contained Jii tin* journal as tin? 
tjnarler-mastrr-geiuTal, through ultoin the 
whtde passe<l, and w bo'hail daily op|)or- 
tunities of collating and iluly aj:[Ji't‘ciat- | 
tug the various accoim u'ceuct 

Tile only part iif tin* go i rnuu nt intel- 
gcnce which ap[n‘ar3«mU to have been 
corroborated by that > ubst ;”i'mfly rc*- 
ceived at the army, was relative* to the | 
cncmy'.s force at (Jad''and, ^I’hij certainly ! 
Mceins to, have proved g'c itjg* than wf»-. | 
expected* not however, the Ihsi day h)!' i 
our arrival. But very -oori afterwards j 
troops who liLwl tirade one or m -n lK^ ; 
on th' ir ^v^iy to the Danube change d thr:r j 
direction, and arrived in that i•^''luJ. Tt 
was these Hoops ho got over to * lu..hin',% 
and incieascd that garrl.’on from td.»out 
3,.500 men, at which the goverumf^it in¬ 
telligence liad rat'‘d it, to alioiif t-.C'tJO, 

But *veu suj)posing the infoimanun to 
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j Iiave been inaccurate in that particular, X 
cannot impute blame to the goveriinient, 
when tile extreme difficulty is considered 
of procuring pcrl'eclly exact intelligence 
in almost any case.—When the late lord 
Chatham, one of the greatest ministers the 
woVid ever saw, sent out the expedition to 
Rnrlitdort, the intelligence upon which 
he proceeded jiurportcd, amongst other 
things, that the ditch was dry, and it was 
■ found to be wet. 

* X no composition of tlie enemy's force 
as ^vtdl their numbers must be taken 
into considerji4ion, in orilcr to form a just 
(vtimate of hi.s means of resistance. Now 
ceiialnly, with (he exception of the 8,000 
im n in yiu .hing, (1,200 of whom only 
w« ri‘ armed burghers, the rest good 
trijt.p':.) it doc**! not appear that ihcyi; were 
JM all to oppose us above tvio or three ef- 
f(;ciivc T'rerich %*cgiinc'.its of the line; 
(here wcic also sohie regular Dutch regi¬ 
ments, and the rest of tlio force was made 
up* of depot MiU'ilions, which, a.s every 
body knows, are composed of the most 
unservicoahlc part'of the regiments they 
l)t.long to ; of raw conscripts, some parts 
j of the crew's of the ships; bome artificer! 
.ind arnv'd custom-house officers; in short, 
a desfiiptioii of force altogether not in 
the least forinid.iblii to any regular troops, 
nptcli less to British. 

Whatever tailing variations niav have 
appeared betiveer. the iatelligencereccived 
by government and that rcccivt^I by the 
army, one thing is very .certain, namely, 
tliat al the latest periotl the enenij'^ had 
not collected more tlian about 30,000 men, 
including all (heir garri.sons and posts of 
every ription, reckoning loo in that 
inunbri'^nch parts oj' the crews as U'ere . 
av.idubli ~ tin* delbncc of Antwerp, and 
the artificers in that place; and it never 
be argued that the encnfiy might 
have had at some periods of the opera¬ 
tion a«gi\‘at^'r force than tins, becau.s« 
it imisi l>j conceded at 'least that he 
certiunly iu \c» 1 Iinve v iilidraw'ii 

liny troops from points of our at- 
tac k. 

'I’hercis ir liiig uUo u reasoning Upon 
• wlut the ciieiny iiiigiit 'or ougni lu have 
flouv as seen ns he dctcrinincd to make 
ijie .Schcldr a,naMii station. Taking things 
a'' we Ihmid them, it is evident that 
liad bten extremely neglectful of moat 
jmans of defence. Such was the repre- 
sesitatyju made to government which com¬ 
bined with tile many importantccn.sldera- 
tion.s that I have*before alluded to, ck^Jer- 
U 
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mined them to send tho Expedition to 
the Scheldt; and uncloubicdiy iiollniig 
ihiit occurred duiing it/> progress ai 
all miUtated against llie greatest proba¬ 
bility of success, if the originally pro- 
jficted plan could have been carried lalo 
execution. 

Before we proo«c*d to oxaininc the in¬ 
tended opei.ition, I must beg leave to 
make a few ol)servations upon the opinions 
of sir John Hope and sir Willipnj ErsMjjc, 
which are considered by the iioblc lord 
who opeiitd this ^lebate, and and bv'^'tlic 
right hon. gent, nlio spcn:e last, as de¬ 
cisive against the practicability of tile 
undoHaking. 

No man living can have a uighor re- 
sped and consideration for that most dis- 
tingilf.bcd and cxccdlent ollkcr, sir J(?bn 
Hope, titan ^nnf^*ig^ediy cnterlain. Jiul 
I am per,>1iadutl, that if he bad considci\’d 
the operation against Antwerp more In 
detail, (ns opinion would ijot have betn •;') 
tmfavonrablc. 

Sir John Hope .seepis to have thought 
Antwerp a more formidable place than 
there is any reason to suppoae it wn-^. 
Ila\ing adopttid iluit opinion, not com- 
mandihg the. armv himself, and m)t being 
in possession of all ijic informalion re¬ 
ceived at the head «]unrl<*rs mid by the 
govorumciit. il was not jlkcly that he 
should turn his thoughts toUie details of 
the diilhreiu atiat ks nhieh might ho un- 
dertakr A. If he had done so, 1 have no 
doubt that his' eiicrgetu; miiul, ailing 
Upon his extensive military knowledge 
and experience, would have suggested 
to him the great probability of success i 
in the enterprise. Uut sir John Hope 
sas’s distinctly, that ho llniiks von might 
Jiiive la.'.dcd at ^'a-idilcet and proceeded 
tl) Antwerp, if y<Mi hmi been in a situa¬ 
tion to do so l.cfo;.'. ihc ar.ay became 
unserviceable fro^a sickness, and he no 
where .says that a jcguiar siege was iiulis- 
pensahlo; only that lie tliinks Aulwci [» 
conh! Jit no time have been taken wV.hout 
biinglng heavy and-ery brio,*.' it, ..ml 
opening trej'chos. ’t is a i.us^ .l:e, . 

evfT^to su;'p'ito tlu'i heavy ■.■..ill \ ry e‘o' 
trenches iM'« €ssai’i!. iniidya » •. uhir . h r e 
in all i:■I as J v! r'' ?• 

show '■ nil.- to tii':^■;'rl*-7r,iu;'s of 

%he intend* d < 'lo.ad n. 

S;r Vv'ilii un hr i.i.io itics rertamlv 
seem lo iiuvt' ") a vetv i''’u n 
concepto n Imh\ ii ‘ liM; u/'.niK’r ij'. 
vre shonlr) havt; ,i [...a,-, rcci-. 
^•ffiiductiiiguiir K'lal'umiiutiu' h' 
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Scheldt, and rates much higher than he 
could possibly Im! jusiifted by circuM- 
.stiuicus in doing the rcsi.stance we miglit 
expect. * 

Before I procccNl any fnrtlicrl must beg 
leave to say, that I have a very sincere 
personal friendship and regard for sir \V. 
Erikinr, both on his own aremnu, and on 
that of his gallant fatlicr, under whom 1 
served much, and vrith wliosc friendship I 
was ]>articiiLn ly lion^nned, and I give Inm 
ainpli credit lor a great deal of cleverness, 
Iliit liere we ceme to a fair uiscussion of 
our niiliiary opinions, as if wc were met 
in a council <»f war, u hero ditlcreiice \n 
of eourso admissible, it being intended 
to find in the coliiMon of scntimeiiU a true 
I'v^ rh. 

The opening 'I'.rce jiar.dlels agaiii^'t 
AiiiMvr., as if it uii. Li*.Ie or Valen- 
ciennes, 1 must own, sec ms to jne to be* 
ouife out cf tlie (juestion. Sir William 
allows twenly day^ for the prepa- 
rations,and twenty-one days«))n*n trenches 
iif lorc the loAvn of Anlucip, though the 
garrison uas of such a de>cription that it 
* ould not ])ossd)ly ve.nmre to ni.iko a 
s. ilv', or <y,*en to oren[>y the outworks if 
there hc«m anv ni a sfute r)f defence, 
(ulii'di 1 vea v'’iiiMch dnuhr,) and though 
il apj.' :U ''ih It tin I e .’s no co\erc<l 

r' '** prop* r pie^rrvation, 'llro 

cil ti’e.Vi /iiUwt rp, \\oifli ISniuehstronger 
tlou.d.' '-'w i«, was tcdo ii in the year ITVti, 
by eou.vl t. iti iijont, after live days open 
treieda 

Sir \t dllani Ei ^kino snys it would hare: 
rctpi '-etl iwLiuv dav > open trenches to 
fake 1/dlo ; \v!i- .‘c-o’, in ilie year 1717 it 
was taken iii daV'* bv iMarshal Loe- 

k V 

wendhal, ti» uie!> tl.o attack was carried 
on h^' ^ npo»i u(J^ l;e, and only one 

battery cnnploycd, couMstmg of four caii- 
Moii, two iimitai', and tiiree howitzer.^. 
We should of course ha\e proci eded in the 
^amc manner; am'l why we should be 
Iwenl) davs.in accoiuplisliing wliatwas 
edeettd in foyr days in the year J7'17 I 
cannot luuleisrand, 

Jn cxaiffuiing the plan of ntfn/;k as pro- 
iaeteJ by our govc*nmienl, 1 sliall eonlino 
mv'-a if s»:i.**ly to the. cireumslaiiccs as 
t! ;:y r ro ,e, i ecaase (o tlitm that plan in 
i!*: execulis.n mu>t neci ssaril)' have been 
i beg tlitridnre. tliat what J am 
going to f.ay mav he rigidly tried by 
‘.u )*-'-. circinuvtr.iu e<, and liv the? detailed 
inn'df.p M*x of woicii the House is in pos¬ 
se r,^j. 

1 L'c uoblc lord termed all view* of ope- 
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rations beyond n'hat actually took place, 
\i;^oiiarv and idlespcculations; but 1 must 
beg to observe, that wlmlcvcr is I'oumJcd 
upon tile certain data of accurate intel¬ 
ligence, of cii cunistanee’^ tliat illtl arise, 
and ol the evidence of able and seienlific 
professional men ruiplovcd upon the Kx- 
|)«*dltion, by no means (leserves lliat rlia- 
lacter. 

"Ihe plan projc*rled by government coii- 
sislod of two —iht.* I iduclion of the 

islaml oi Walcln-n i', im luding the. foifrr.ss' 
of llushill^f and tin* de^'irucdon of ihc 
cnciiu's naval e'>laMi^lmients in tite 
iScheldt, together with ai huge apiopor- 
tion ol the Heel as nni'lit be pc»ssib(e. 

'rile force intended for lliese i hje'ls 
was sipaiated into two (li'«lim t corps, the 
one intindi'il for the deNcent iipouWul- 
elieren, tin; fillu r to proe* ed at once up 
the \\'<‘St hche'ait, exc(‘pti:}g one division 
ot it miller ^ir Jotin Hope, nliidi was to 
go uminl to tli-f Scln idt, and iuiid 
tipoji tile nnrtii ol |te\’ola:i f, tortile 

purpiK-e of taumg i.f)s'•e•.^son oi thu, island 
ill s'.icli a ni.miu r u.s to jVuwiit the efieioy 
from e, .thditiuno:: anv part ot ns re- 
4001 ee 

As ilio in a opeialKiii^ were s*o cIos> Iv 
con.ieitid ; a-* llio first p am ol altach lav 
upon yo.ir wav' to tlu 'Cemi.l ; ind as it 
was iiec> tsmy to redme* W.ihiwrcn and 
i’lushi.! ; lor the siooiritv I'f o ir retft at, 
tl hec.a:.*’a oi.oti r oi'.nuij'pei.-v.sble pm- 
tlem 4' to allot ’e. n a loua- ihi (lie tirst oh- 
jei I a> would nt a [Missibilny (.I'clnith 

«ir i.ohiie, in ca>o ilie cii* iiiv .slioulil provft 
jitroiiger than you liad reasmi to suppj,*. 
theiefoiv men weie jjj.u'ed* under 

the command of sir j.yre ('cote for the al- 
taclv ot \V.ilclu ic.I, though n w 'siita.lv 
foreaiMj that il' tin* enVmv sli ejl ! pi ai 
1 X 0 stiamger in that piiint riiaii w.i le^aui- 
cd, viz. from j,0(>0 to 'l-,tj(X)in''n.. full lull' 
of this corps niigl;t siiiVly be v mploved in 
the Lpper Sclieldl, stiH U* w mg a .^ulilcl( nt 
force i’or the siege ol J’lushmj. . • 

The right wing of the arm\*. \vl:ii.Ii 
was destined to ga unnictflafely ihrou^^h 
the W’^eiluig thaimal up the \/#st Scheldt, 
was proefeded by lord II mi!;;y^s divisfan 
as the advanced guard; part of tins divi¬ 
sion was to iloslnw the batleries of Cad- 
sand, vvhioh comuiuiuled the na\ig *lion of 
the Welling channel, ami pait to mak^* ;i 
diversion to the WeM. *d’I'lustii i'; m ouhV 
to favour the operations aganst Wal- 
chererv. • 

It has been objected, by 4110 nobje lord 
aud by the right hun. gcut, wlio spoJjc 
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la^t, that tlie general disposition of th« 
aiiny, and the instructions given to lord 
Huntley, were subversive of ih.it celerity 
in liie execution of the ulterior operations 
upon which their succchs, it h: argued, so 
muph depended, and that they nnhlatcd 
against the main principle of carrying as 
much torce as possible to the upper 
Scheldt. 

in the disposition of the army previous 
to^ •• 'iliiig, it IS sail!, ** .so soon as tlie in- 
lesnneiiti^f I'iusliing is complete*!, &c, 
Suuirfi Uen eland in poj»sc|sion, and t!ie de¬ 
struction of thif batlorifs on the south-side 
of it *dU‘Cti‘d, the n.ivig.ilion of the West 
Si.hcldL will Ik; opcm*(l in such a manner 
as to ciiabh; tlu* armament to proceed to 
it'^ nllimale obnu t;'* and in lord Hunt- 
ley's im’iruclums he is *lire«*icd “ t' Miiake 
A *livcision wiili paitof liis*<'orps to the 
'\fr>lv\ard <if Mus*lim'', ami uUo to occupy 
(.'.ulsaml, as long as 1 lushing holds out.'* 

Il is nrgc«l then, tliat if the progress of 
the agnaiiii;rit ifp tiic West Schclill was to 
li.-pcnd upon llu* completion of the invest¬ 
ment of I'lushing, and that il lord Hunt- 
ley’s <livi‘-ion, w Inch was to foim a part 
ot the coips defined to land at Sandllcet, 
was to retain possession pf Cad^^aml till 
j Musiimg surreiuleM'ri, ilic asicrtion, iliat 
' tbi l.miijiig at S-uubl<*et of thou hob* of 
Hie troop> ipienih *1 thr that s**ivicc, might 
, il ive !)■ cn pc.^ible upoi^tlu; first, ‘second, 

I and thiid of August, iv *]iiite inaccurate, 

I and instead of a rapid operutiofi up the 
j Svlichlt, It must iieci ssarily become a .slow 
one. ^ 

’flu; division of lord Huntley's corps is 
likewise obji et* d to, and liis being in- 
slriicletl t<j m.ike a icgular n jioil. to lord 
('h.itlia’fi ot lijs pntpc'Mhiig.s at Cadsuiid,. 
Ji'i lu•ccs^al ily occasioning delay. 

Aud it IS fuiilicr rcniarke*!, that you 
c.min>t re<‘o’dcct liom th<^ wnueii disp*j.si- 
tions laid btfure the House Dy the *piar- 
tcr mr.**ici-general, tliat any part oi‘ sir 
I'A le (Jooitj's corps was to’ho withdrawn 
I lio i^Walc iicren belori* the laif ol Jdu:diiiig. 

'I’lie pievious ilis|;osiisoiis cun]*i lu piu- 
ilciice oiiJv have been m:u!o m conlcm- 
plaiioii oi 1110 piotsibiliiV oi (i.iiinig the 
enemy much stronger upon tlie island of 
VfaJt hcren ilian was cxpocU;d ; theri;lorc, 
';t)Jaige a em ps w a • d(*aine*l ior that i>£‘r* 
vice in* ih<* first nistaiu’e, *and a diversion 
cartJihmo<l wiilitiie *»pera5ioM« ol ihatcau'ps 
.by aiimt *»i ihoJorce uiulcr lonl Huntley* 
'liiis takmTeverv pieeaution against 
failure or clicck ; and as to tlic occupation 

oi Catliiaucl during the siege of flut-huig* ^ 
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it was not possible to dctcnnine till you 
arrived there whether that would or u'ould 
not be necessary, 

Ih upon arrival in the mouth of the 
Scheldtweshould find th;)t (he cticjny were 
not strong in Walcheimjaiul that it wonid 
not be necessary to occupy tJad^jand (lur« 
ing the siege of I'lti.sliiiig by any Hniig 
fnore than a detachment from tlic Wal- 
cheren corps and tlie marines of the llrct, 
if at all, then of course the original dis|m- 
Sition would he varied fiom art^rdingly, 
and a large part df sir Eyre Coolers force 
as well as all loid llunilcy's taken utunce 
tip the Scheldt. 

Wilh respect to lord Iluntley^s repott¬ 
ing to lord (Chatham, that wduld liaj c 
been ^attended with no delay whatever, 
because the principal landing upon t'ljc 
island of Walchercu w:i^ intended to be 
made on the soulh-wcit side, in Zoullafid 
Bay, and the commandci in clnef would 
of course be on board a sivp of war in .dio 
mouth of the Scheldt, consef|UenLly very 
distant from Cadsand.- 

I must here icmark upon tin' miju-t mid 
ill-foundod accusations against lord Chat- 
bam for having gone up m Uie Expedition 
to the Scheldt ivithout picvioUoK" conct i\- 
ing or digesting any plan of operation®, 
that there is now before Klie House, tloii- 
vert'd in by the f]U'artor-v;ia'Jter giiu vAI, 
bearing date Ju>y a general Dispo¬ 
sition for the procenlings of the army , 
under lord ChatlnnnV command ; such ^ 
alone us make out previous to fading. 

This Disposition involves all the in iin 
points and cuusidoralions. Tiie lust pa¬ 
ragraph vriy Justly and distinctly states, 
that it is an oiitlinr, fuuiuled upon tin* best 
inlormation which chuhJ then U- ohUim d, 
liable of course to siu li future alterations 
as more correct intelligence, more uccu- 
rate knowledge ?f .he enemy’s portions 
and lorce and iheoccmroncc'dsuch cii- 
cumslUitccs as. migln arise in the pr.''gress 
of the execution, sliould render neteesarv. 

What more can be done ujion sKni'.ar 
occasions.^ Even if you arc uctuvdK 
inarching to the attack of »ii enemy's po¬ 
sition, vou can Seldom do more than m »kp 
a general prLvl )n.s arrangwnent, winch 
must be viiicd on tlie sp<»t according to 
circumstuMces -—1 trust, thcreforcv that'tbe 
conduct of the commander of the Expedi¬ 
tion to ihfc S' heldt will no longer bo repre¬ 
sented as improvidentj^hen it i.s so evi- 
dent-thut suoh rcprescnl^ttions arc Entirely 
without. Ibundaliun. 

has been siipi»o3cd that the reduction 
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of Flushing was not rssr iilial, and that the 
armament might have proceeded up llli% 
Scheldt only masking that place; but the 
poises,ioi\ of Elusbing w.is considered 
by the navy as indi jpciisable to t)ie p.ifi'ly 
of that paitof the licet wliich w.is <;om- 
ihitlcd in the Uppci Sdicldt, thereline it 
bcearae necessary (n form (lie .siege. 

All the naval authorities concur m opi¬ 
nion, tliat the armament, vvintl and wcatlier 
favourable, might have leachcd Sanfllleet 
in four days from the Downs, iiirtuding 
tlic clcstriicdun ofihe balteiic?. ol (’adsaml 
by the advanced guard, and marking the 
navigation of the Scheldt by means of a 
sipuulron of pilotagi. which was lo have 
preceded the fleet, j n) w hich would have 
performed iin^ ojierntion of sufiii icntly 
buoying the chanm \ 'diliout ji tanlmg the 
progress of the Exped-i.: ■». As tlic chan¬ 
nel was to be ihns, markf’d, vci j hnv piloU 
would have Itecii nece^ my. 

'fhe (ommainlHf in cliiet* [vorc.dnig 
with the advanced tlivi'ion oi the tumy, 
would o)‘ courno alwavs have found iilm- 

I ^ 

self at le nd lo adapt his mrasinc> to cir- 
cunistancts n- tiicy arose.—’tin: ir.lcntioii 
was, 'IS 1 r wi' lore observed, to prof ccil 
at once mio ilic Weiling chanm 1 witii ilnt 
part of ihc auniimeot destined lor ihc 
Upj>er Sciuddt. If ilie vv.nd a'^-l weather 
woyhl have permitted your doing so, lord 
llimtlcy would Invc bad plenty of boats 
to cllecf a landiiur witli suificient; fh*cc ou 
(kuNand. Tlie batleries there would have 
bcin m.nied aielv dcsiioy<d, as Well as 
any naval ine.nis ihc enemy might have 
tnllectcd tor tiie pmpo.se of passing over 
reinfon emciits to I'ln^hing. 1 am por- 
fcelly pcvsu-idc.l lhal nothing l)ut i.hi* want 
of imaii.s '0 land a Milhrient force at ojice 
’•nuld j'.ave incviiilul ih\t cMMllrnt 
oifuer, lord Ilunlley, whose intelligence, 
whose vigour, and inlrepufilv arc so well 
known to the whole aimv, from exi cuting 
\\\ the mo.U perfect manntr the service ul- 
lollcd UQ liin:.* 

In lheal)o\e suj/pr?Mtion of a fnvonrahle 
slate of wind .md weather, upon vvhiefi 
you n.id dory reason to re< ken;, the land¬ 
ing upon the islautl of Walelie.ten would 
Imvo taki-n place in /oulland bay, at the 
same time vwth that u|?on (!ad>and. 

The conimunicatiun ianween Cadsand 
;iind Mushingboingeoinpk’tely intercepted, 
and the isbaiul of Wah heren of course left 
to its own p'lrticul ir .strength, •namely, 
from ^ to«Kt)00 men as onginally aiati d in 
the gwvemnxMit mtcliigence, the com¬ 
mander in chirf would have seen Hhat h^ 
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coultl sr^foly lake from sir Eyre Coote’s 
foNce at ieast 0,000 men; tluse, already 
embarked in ships of war, lie would :it 
once have delerniined to employ in the 
ulterior operation; and if it were judi^ed 
necessary to occupy ('adsand until Plnsli- 
ing should fall, (wliicli, however, seems 
doubtful,) lie would have ordered a part 
of sii Eyre Coote*.s troops jointly with the 
marines of the fleet to perform that service, 
thus setting the whole of lord Huntley's 
division at Idierty. 

It must luJi be objected, that the enemy 
might afierw*ards have come in superior 
force, driven you out of Cad-'anil, and re¬ 
established the batteries there, 

III the lirst place, wIkmi they saw our 
armament advancing up the Sclicldt, of 
course their w’hole attention would be 
drawn to those points ofaitac k where alouo 
fluy could hope to m.ike auv eflcctual re- 
sisLaute ; and as to the Wuiluig pas-^age, 1 
do not appichemi that it was of such verv' 
material imporlancu to ns after we had 
gone through ; bnl^ w hether that were the 
case or not, it wtuild certain!v take*some 
time to rc-c^ta\ih'h tht' batteries v. liich we 
had destroyed, and turnisli lliein with ord¬ 
nance of a pt ojur c^dibre wlncfj mu>l 1m 
brought from a ilistancc. With n’“|»eri 
to tbcii* throwing over totops f'i(un (\i<l 
sand to Flushing, they Wnulcl first have t() 
collect fiteh iiuv.d nieans tor lliat pui^) 0 *^e, 
und 1 should conceive lliat having passed 
into the Scheldt we must always have had it 
in oirt‘ power to intercept that communici- 
leui. i'liesc coiisi(h*r:itions lead me to sup¬ 
port', that w'e should prohalily not luivt 
ioMc.d it ncc’css iry to retain possc^shm of 
(.'adsand.even dming the ri« ee of Flushing. 
T’li is, ho\\\;ver, must have dcpfiuleil upon 
cirrumstauccs, and could only be decided 
<m the spot. Cudsand taken, and half of 
the Wulclicren corps withdrawn, or more 
probably not landed there at all, the Ex¬ 
pedition would have* proceeded towards 
Sand fleet. . • 

• • 9 

The next dillicult^saboutwhicli so much 
has been s.fol on tiie oilfer side of ^thc 
H<mse, arc the batteries on IFouth Reve- 
lanil. ft is nigued, tliat the battery of 
Rorslcn and tliat of Warden were not in* 
j) 0 .sscssi(,n ofsir^ohn llopq's corps till the 
Jst ot A^igust, and the fort of Ratz not 
till the morning of the 2d, therefore the 
first division of the array could not pbs- 
siblv arrived al Sandllect on the Isi* 
of August, as its progress mu'-! necessarily 
be impeded by those pbs».ructions. Rut 
re.'iliy to talk of Lhe Borilcn and SVaidcn 
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batteries as obstructions, is quite ridiculous, 
for 2 or :i00 men of the advanced corps 
would have taken them in an hour or two* 
and tlioiigh sir Jolm Hope says, that with 
the means ho hml, viz. noarti'lUTy heavier 
than ti pounders, the fort of Raiz might, 
if well defended, have held out for some 
lays, yet with the mc;nw our adv.incrjl 
corps possessed it must have fallen di- 
redly. Sir .fohn Hope observes, ihiit 
against the necessary means, alluding of 
course to a few heavy guns and some 
hoviilzer.s. Rat/ could not have, hold out 
more than a fi*v hours. In point of fact, 
it surrendered as soon as it was Mimnioiird. 
I consider, lliercforo, that even ifthe anna- 
incnl: liaf^ gone up the Sclieldt prrviou* 
tif the cccupallon ofSmitli lU veland by sir 
Jftim Hope, tlip batteries upon that,island 
w'ouhl !iu\e been no ob^tiiiction to itt 
progress. • 

Having arrivrdln the Upp^ r •Scheldt, I 
ciincludt; that lonl (!liatham W'ouhl Iiavt 
0^)011 atta<!ving Fiefkctp- 
hfX'ik ami [alio, whilst that part of tli»* 
army d.'stined to alt immediately against 
Antwerp was diseinluuking at Sandlled. 
I am bdine out in this com lusion hy the 
ge neral Disposit Hn'i made mil by lord (diut • 
ham pl^^;ous to the saifiilg of tiic e\- 
pi'ditioii, which J.)i^positiou lies noiv on the 
iablr. 

liietkensluv^k is not near so strong as 
Lilio, nor has itany casemates ; ihirefoif* 
as the latter, in J7 H, fell in foiy days, it 
is fair to presume thabthe former would 
have bci'M taken in tliroo. 

A her leaving about 5 or OOO men in 
laefkt-nslioeik the same corps would havr 
attacked T.illo ; and allow ing four days for 
tile reduction of that fort, ami three days 
over for landing anJ oilier delays, I lliirilc 
there is no doubt ofour b*ing in possession 
of those two plav’cs m ten days from our 
first iiirival olf Ralz. , 

Tiw thousand troops, and a body of 
seamen, with ship guns,'some hmut^xis, 
anij vigorous aava! co-operation, would, I 
think, have bocji eoniplelely suflicienl for 
this service. If lioweier any reinforre- 
rnent should be required, it would have 
been close at hand. 

Jt cannof be nrgtd against this calcula^ 
tjon of time, that when Lilio fell in four 
(lavs il; was closely invesfed, and that now 
il ivoulil not have hceri so ; Liefkcnshoeik 
being taken firsi, the communication br- 
iwec'ji the left bank ofthcSchcddt and Lilio 
would bfcmue iut'-rccpied before the at¬ 
tack of that plifcce began; and with resjicct 
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to rcuifoiTL'mcnts from Autworp, as our 
artny would havi’ bi-vn proi-ecding at tliu 
same lime to the at»ack of i hat tilVi of 
roiJi V* 1:0 uian roold haxM* hceii 'pared 
jnau its dffrocr, mon- »'jn »i.dly a% at best 
its iri'a)ti »Yus so 10 -.d.'-j.i.ife- 

Wliil'i tios oj.io.oHoi x^'***n 

r.^alii l liii'! il. aod labe, ilu* dis- 

L > 

coib'OkrJioJKiM'u fiion a »uld losxc taken 
])laoJ luar >aodli* i ; an.I, .judgio ; fiotn 
cueomslam esas llirv xvt \c ai ’u li^v louod, 
by uliit h aiciiio ail OMiii.iry upt ratioA^ 
must be j^ostriied, and ^«•U'Jdlu^ oi’j^ell 
upoii tlie spit jI oHMord ('ba^ji.mrs .‘ 4 <*iieial 
Disposition tor the :iltii(.k ot ilie enelny^s 
c 5 tal)Ji>liinenls in the Sihchlt, tt» whl- li I 
liave l)( ttjre alluded, as also upon ihi* evi¬ 
dence cil the (.juarler-masier j;«'n('»al ol tlie 
army, and tlu' eominandin^ oilii'ei's of tlie 
artillery aini eiv^inecr's, I pr<-'nihe that tlio 
operation fioni Samdlicet ,'\t'uld ha\e been 
eonducted in the l«i|’ov\«r' manner. 

In the fir>t place \\v iiiO't emimera'e 
the Idrci! w hicli we siiouldf have had ••im 


I 

I 


tin* npper ScheMt, si pjio.sinu Mie '^rnia- | 


£(Oveinnipnt were in jiossession of justitied 
tlic‘ir looking to such an event as possible, 
and if wi^ had arrived at Samitleet at as 
<‘arlv a period as wc^ might have done if 
♦ he niiiKiiiu iU could have been earned at 
4»nc;e tiiiougli the Wei bug cdiaiiiiol,n5nneIy 
the 1st, 2d, and 3d of August,! think it 
I)V no meaoi iniprcjb.iblc. There is every 
rea'^on to sii})pose, that at tli.it period the 
xxorks of Antxverp were in a very delec- 
iivc .>!a(e,. the chtcii much encumbered, 
(.he g in Ison extremely nc‘ak, and being 
c'oinpo'i d nt such a moth*y as artdi- 

ajDUil c xcisc* ollieers, parts oi thu 
ships Clevis, one or two depot b.iUulions, 
and sraieoly any thing like (loops, it 
camid of cmirse not have tli.it solid ly, and 
liisctpiino, and uniry ♦'f avlion, and prompt 
cihtilienco, win.** are iiidis|u Uoibly ne- 
4 oS'arv to tlio dell (IV ' of a pl.icc upon 
sueh oec.isioiij. 'I lu; wt.iks ol Anhverp 
aie very exlcn.sivn', and being nnieb out 
ol lepair, and willi a g.H.fi'nii so weak as 
it XV.IS at th:! time and so cumpus» d, iL is 
noi p)» lial)li.‘they could havc^ beeude feiid- 


menl to iiave prucenUal dceordiiig to the \ 
originally pn'jected plan of operations, j 
and that ue had gone at once op the • 
Weiling clnumel, j 


ed a'',, liist oiir as*'aidt. 

liieever, lii<(k'ng (o (lie certain rc- 
dio ih.n of Aniwirpb\ auotlier mode, we 
sh</utd ii.ituiailv not liaxe attempted ihc' 


As the aimy’was embaiked in the ino,(, 
effeciive siaie p')»i!.']t«. 1 suppose vcai 
might have reckomd upon 3«»,000 troojis 
in the ticdd ; n/)c,0 of tlui^,*, Ar at inos'i 


as^.n^it, iiiileS'eiii uoisiances made it cjuite 
I arlvisable to do so. Ihil. v\e .should liave 
I H ijoiied to a sjM'cie-> of .iliac Iv, which, 
1 ihour^li eondsdii'' oi‘ ajjjuo.ic. lies and 


seven, v.cjtild lia^c been jell for the ii.- 
duciion ol Idudiing : 2,000 at unist, and 
probably I think m l -jo many, upon Suutli 
Beveland ; 2,(U.0'( nipioyed in the ledo *- 
lion id’ Ijefkeii'boe'k and J/dlo, half of 
which would probabiv lia»e been sulVicieni 
In garrison tho*e places ancr t!ie;y v.«.rec :ip« 
tured. I.illo licmg would 

h iV'^ been found ample to ogpuso lh*rgcn- 
on-Zooin, &(.*. wliich wv.uld liaxe left 
above 2(),(X)t) men to proceed diievlly 
against Antwerp, vviih a coiis>drrab!'--* 
corps of .seamen. ‘ V/aaUvor ciijdil i'. 
given to the cnenis' for the number c*f 
Fe.'imcn they might haxe Linplo’;:-d on 
shore, xvc must bfcour.se tidvC c.cdiV to 
ourselves for at least triple that number, 
our naval means were so verv superior to 

¥ A 

theirs. 

If upon latiding at Sandn. «t the intel¬ 
ligence had proved I'avourable to such an 
undertaking, thivas.sault of Antxvcvp' would 
have-Lem itternpted. The army vxas pr(»- 
vided with stalling ladders, and every 
thing nercsb.x: y foi ^uch an operation. ,1 
do not mean m divcdl i.pnri this as by any 
means certain 3 but the iuit^lligence which 


I 



heavy b.tttciic ', lalis short id a regular 
sh'ge in I’.rm, .ind i,. a more active and 
Iapid op\‘]Uiion. 

Vx'e had with us tlui(y mortars tiiu! how- 
iLZV’s, and twelve- Ivxcnty-lour pounders 
upt 'i (ravellin .'-carnages, with plcuily of 
uui.uun.riuii, abundance ol’ enguieering 
ttioUancJ .storv's, ami eviuy material Hupii- 
hlic (or coiKstiLiciing batteries and carrying 
o opt’i .iLions of I his description. 

'File landinu' ol* the armv at Sandflcet 
Miigblhave been coiiipleted in three days 
at uio.sl; the discinbaikalion of the heax v 
ini'illery would have- c omineiieecl on the 
Ibnrth <if.y, and liave been completed on 
tlie fifih ; tko chief engineer would 
Ii Ve piocot^ded with (he aclvuiicecl Corps 
»jf the army to tiic neighbourhood of Aut- 
■.v«*rp upon the* second day of the disem¬ 
barkation : that advanced corps having 
disembarked cjii the tir.sl day, atui moved 
a ceilaiii distance into the coiuitrv ; or 
itnnight perhaps have been the third day 
licfore he got lu'ar enough to rcu:omioitre 
the plr^ce; two days would have been 
(]uite siidictcn,': for this purpose. In the 
mean.time the art^y would have becu talc- 
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in" up the necessary positions for cover¬ 
ing the approaclies against Antwerp, and 
for pivventing any rcinrorccinciUs en¬ 
tering that place IVum the right hank 
of the fricheldt; and all the tools and 
materials belonging lo the engineering 
depurlinentwouid liavebeen bunging i'oi- 
ward. 

I'.ight thoU'-and men, with the seamen, 
Konid liiwc been ample for canying oil 
the ap[)ii-<u hc‘5, and at least 12,000 nonid 
have rei.i.tujod lo cover ilu'm, actiinv in 
dost; connexion wiih the corps t)pj)nsed 
towards »h r •en-np-/u(jni. 

Tilt; pl.iee oftli (inbarkAtion at Sand- 
f[; ct wtnilil he nmeh secured hy the oc- 
enprUon o| I.iilo; and I liave no doubt 
thal It wnuld have l>t en louiul pu'J^^l)le lo 
rniploy half of the 2,000 nnm, destined for 
South Ih •. (daad, fur the str-. it e of eonvoy.s 
from haiulticet it that were necc^sarv. 

«r 

On ;i L* ^ixth ilay the engineer would 
have hrtjken giiUmd, and hy the ninth 
evening he uould have b.Utt'i'ies u atly 
for thiiiv pieces of Tioiiibardmg a>ti!lery, 
within 5 or 000 yards of the town' by 
which time lie co'amuudmg othcer of ar¬ 
tillery, uoa!d haw, tliat numbc|- up, au l 
ready It* place in battery ; so tli.it iht; 
bouihardnu ul might hav e begun nj*'m the 
morning ol’ the lint!) ilay hum the com- 


n.us, at all events, on ,h,, Hfteenth day 

after the (iiscniliarkation of i Ik- first division 

ol llie army at Sanillleet, yon v.onld have 
been certam of yetting possi-siun of the 
town. 

When (he tiladoloi'AnIwerpwas taken 
after live day.s open trencher, in 17 to, it 
.surrendered, though doiendeil by a coiu- 
petrnt garrison nt regul.u* troops, as soon 
as broaching b.ntcrit s were e,tahlishcd, 
biji ‘ they had lired a .si.jglo shot; 
and when VahMicicnn's-. lhai rxcollent 
inrtft'S^ ol the li: st cirdcp, dt i’endid with 
the greatest Persc\i*(;iiice ami energy, 
WaUaken by the dti!,.' oi'Yiuk, in I7f>3, 
alter a n.osi vigorous and ahJv-couductcd 
Meg(‘, we SS.el imt begun tobatl' i in I)reaclK 
luvio all’ va.mus oihor instancri of a si- 
nisJar do-^crii>tiun. You inayf.iiily’ con¬ 
clude, Ihoi f fuU’,Ui:\t a }4aLe tike Antwerp 
w^uM net have, hejd out any hmger, lor 
t'\cn if you set (pjite outofthc question 
thejnnueiice oi^(ioy)()0 inliahiianis upon 
such » inutdey and insullicienr g;u ri.son, 
winch howtver expi^riciice will not justify 
you in doing, hy firming breaching hat- 
leries you would have established a suflTi- 
enmt mihtary rca-^oM for wiihdrawing the 
gan i'-'on to ihe t It.ulel. 

A leu da\s posse*s;im ot the tf>\vn would 
have been (luite.sullicient for the dcstruc- 


inenci uiciit of llu; disemhaikatioii at ; tion ol the <»iieyiv*s nav.il arsenal, and tho 
Samilh et, and liy this same day lad ken- j nine or ten .-ail of ti:e l»ne that were uii 
blioeik and I.illo would have been in our ; the slip.s. 

possession ; of course tho Upper Schchlt | Tiicolijcctiontliat, because the naval ar- 
opriuH to the co-o[)ei\itu)n and eiilcrpnzc ; smnl w;'-> coinmendtd bv the guns of tho 


of file n.vv\ 

The elU'Ct of this comhiiiation heiiijr 


n » 


f itadel, lin* destruction of it would have 
lueii im[Mis>ible without the pJcMonscap- 
evidently the certain capiurc of Antwerp, : tore id' tho ktiier, ! uiustsay apiioars to 
1 lliink it iu’ohalilo that the garrison | nw (piin^ uiiliuitulct*. 

wopld then have svitluiui'* th‘‘ titadi I, i The tiaval .ummi.iI fmd doidcs absolutely 
and that the tow n would have been de- j lorm ])art of the tow n, many of tho bouses 
livered into our liands. Rut I conclude j having been pulli d down to make room 
\vf; should not have delayed one single nut- I fora parted’ that i si.ibh.siimcnt, and it is 
incut cairving on liirlhor appioaclics i sepaialed cmiy from the huihlings of the 


from tlie line upon wdiichour lirst battcrie^s 
were* estah!i'‘lie(l. • . ^ • 

In Tim; da^s more weniigjit havewerk- 
cd on so as to liave established our twelve 
four-aud-fvveiitv poumlcrs iii* breaching 
battery upon the crest of the glacis 
suppotlod by two eulilading baturies 
ca»aiposcd of gains from the skips. 

The cllect of the establishment of these 
batteries combined v\iih five days of siicli 
ii sevtic bonibardnumt, even without 
naval <<> o|>era»ion, but mon* (specially 
ivilh it, mu^t have produced tho sHircndcr 
of Antwerp, the garrisfiii fiaving prcvij- 
withdrawn lo the citadel. 


• m • 

tow'll ov a common Iniik wall, I’or tlie 

V 

])iirjjo?e of b(‘c*iiing it against depicda- 
li' ii •; tin- w h«)fe,. t('o, of this naval arse¬ 
nal, &c. is comb'is'iblc, the .sliipi and 
j ihi ir slips oft» m.v(' so. 

1^ Can any pcrsf.n suppose, thcieforc, that 
j onrtroopsaii'J '’ailfus m tv\oorth»eenlghts, 
j asslsVd by the fue of our inorlaisand how'- 
! itzt r''ii* tiu’* day time, wvwild not have 
i com[)le*L!y hmnt the whole establish- 
rncMi, siip.s, ? 

'I’he (lu my could only oppose to you the 
lireol'such guns of the citKidel as- bore 
upon the arsenal, which lire in the night 
must have been very vnccriain, ami tlie 
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di(Feront buildings and piles of timber, &c. 
would have allbrdc'd those employed upon 
this service mucli cover and protection. 
As to sallying from the citiulel,they never 
dare have done that, when we liail so 
vrry superior a force immediately at 
band re.idy to hdlow ihem into the place, 

I do not mean to ^;}y tint this de'itiiu'tiou 
could have been elleeted witliout loss j 
but, that It would Inue been the coiise- 
quenre of oor ivmaiiiing three (Ia 3 ^s in 
pos^i■ssion of (he town of Antwerp, I have 
not the most distant doubt. f 

As the citadel of Antvvorp fell in I7 fd 
after five days open trenches, I do not see 
anv reason why we might not have taken 
it, if we had arrrived l)erorc A*'t\vi rp at 
an early period, which there was evrt'y 
reasonable probabilit y of our doing. The 
capture of the citadel would have render¬ 
ed tile destruction of'the licet alloat 
nearly certain ; which, howevL-r, might 
possibly have been elVected without. 

It has been atleinjiteif to confnic'the 
probability of success in the attainment of 
the ultimate object. Id the disembarkation 
ofrhe armament at Sandflect, on the 1st, 
2d, and 3d of August; and it is argued, 
that us this ups the soonest possible pe¬ 
riod at Hliich that disembarkation could 
have taken place, it was unwi'-’e, and un- 
.tustiiiable to engage in an 9 nfcrprixe .to 
ilie success of winch extrefbe celerity was 
fo indispensable, that if you did notar- 
riNc on l4ie earliest possible day, supposing 
' very circuin-jtance to fiivour you from 
die time of your departure, failure was 
tile necessaiy cunsei|uence. 

Ilow could you be justified, says the 
noble lord, and the right lion. gent, who 
, )ust spoke, in forming liupcs of juch ma- 
iliennticai prechsion m the execution of 
\ tvw plan, when you liml the uncertainty 
of the elements to contend with, andutt 
intricate navigaii(m *o perform ? 

Now, in the first place, you had every 
reason !»> MJpp'ose, from the bestinforma- 
tmn which could, be obtained on the sub- 
ject, that the wind and wcatluu’ at that 
.season would have favoured you, and you 
have the best naval authoilnes for the 
|jiM( ticability c/f c.arrying the whole ar¬ 
mament bom the Downs to ' Sandllcct in 
four diys. 

But 1 b«'g leave to lake greafer lati¬ 
tude, and to insiist that your sucecs'i by 
no means depf*?ided upon your disem- 
bark ition a* that very earlv fieriod. /II I 
the intellinr'ehcc received ai thc^ army of' 
’h<* enemy l‘nc« and preparation, bears 


lSlQ,-^JSxpedition to the Scheldt, [2*^0 

me out in as.serting, that even if 3 'ou had 
not established your breaching baUejies 
upon the glacis at Antwerp before tha 
latter end of August, your operations 
could not have been interrupted, and the 
place must have fallen. 

What force had the enemy at last in 
the field to oppo.se us ? Was it, in point 
of number or composition, at ail able to 
have done so withellcct? and must not 
much of it have been defeated and dis¬ 
persed, before it could have collected 
into one body, if we liad landed in any 
reasonable lime? But even supposing all 
assembled to meet us that was represent¬ 
ed to be in the field on the 27th of Au¬ 
gust, looking at its numbers and compo¬ 
sition, would not two divisions of our 
army have beeu unite sulbcient for its 
complete defeat ami 'ispersion r There 
were very few troops of tne line, even to 
the la<5l; two or lliree French rcgimciitv 
of that description, and a few Dutch ; the 
rest of the lorco w^as made up of depot 
battalions, voluntcerr, national guards, 
raw conscripts, &c. I trust, therefore, 
it will be no longer argued, that uul€i>:, 
we had arrived at a very curly period tii 
August hbcccbs would have been impos¬ 
sible. So far from that being die case, 

1 must repeat, that it is my decided con-* 
viclion, if we ha<l not eNiablished our-* 
selfcs ufion the glacis at Antwerp till the 
end of August, iiQlliing could have piv- 
vented our doing so then, and the sac(*cs:> 
of the enterprise would liavo boLn certain, 
even if Aiitwerp had not, coulr.ii y to all 
rational supfiosilirm, .surrendered itself 
upon 'the tonimeiiceincnt of our bom- 
banlmeut coiubmtd wdlh naval co-ope.ia- 
tioii. 

The vicinilv oPa ntimber of fortie.^se^ 

].•> objected ag.iin-il the probability'- of 
success in our operations against Antwerp, 
and against the .safciy of our retnnU.— 
But the furlrcsse? tlienisclves could be 
iSo imoedimont—that must have arisen 
alone from their garrisons. All that 
could be (Iiatvn from the mote distant 
o.'ics had o/'course arrived before the 2Vth 
of August. The garrison of Breda had 
it altcmplcd to appreach our army wdiilst 
engaged in iho ail.K'k of Antwxrp, 
Would ha^ebcon tiampled into the dust; 
and the garrison of Ber{(cn*op-Zoom, 
faking its nuuihers at the liighcst they 
ever were, certainly dare not commit it- 
s(diTour miles Tnun the place; fiirif de¬ 
feated in llie field, as they undoubtedly 
would liavc bceii, wc should have* follow- 



241J PARL. DEBATES, Makch 27, l^^O.^Expeditim to the Si'heldt, 


[2it 


ed thrui into their fortress', and taken 
Ber^en-op-Zooin as well as Antwerp. 

If a g:irrison ventures any distance 
front its fortress, and sustains a complete 
defeat, it is either liable to be cut oil) in 
which ca^e ihc place of course is left in 
a defeiicelcvs :^taie ; or the enemy, by a 
close pursuit, and by absolutely iniMu^ 
with the fu'^itives, enters the l»ovn 
With them. Juduinif then from every 
lliin^ wc have btlore us, i( the wind and 
weather had permitted the execution ol 
the originally projected plan of operation, 
I see nothing to have prevented our suc¬ 
cess, and nothing to have endangered our 
retreat. 

When the commanding officers of ar-. 
tillery and engineers stated in their evi¬ 
dence, that they reckoned upon no ene¬ 
my to obstruct them in gelling forvvarc. 
their artdlcrv' and str)res, they nicaiil only 
that lliev '’xpecied to rec eive that com¬ 
plete lit gree o .-.ecuriiy and protection, 
which a coverii army is always supposed 
to alliiid upon such f)ccasions. 

Our approaches would have boeif car¬ 
ried on w itliout any possibility ol' inter¬ 
ruption from the garrison, that being of 
such a description as* not to adTnit of its 
risking to occupy the onUvorks, or tlie 
fecnvcred way it tliere had been oru' ; and 
mi course, it never could have sallied from 
the gaits, certain as it must Iiavc Ift^'en 
ofcompleie defeat, and consecpjcntly ap¬ 
prehensive that we should have folhnved 
it into the place. 

In tlw? w'hole of this operation I have 
not taken credit for any advantage of 
ground, which liowcn’cr is said lo be 
iavourabh* to our approaches; nor of 
those large stone* suburbs which could nc>t 
have Ik cneifectually des’troycil, and w hicli 
by atlording us much shelter nud protec¬ 
tion would hav really facilitated our 
attack. I.ook t* o ovitlencc of general 
Bi'ovvnrigg, who pos?c^sos more local 
knovvhdge of Antwerp aiui its v;cinii\* 
than any other evidence, from* haviug 
been deputy quarler-iiiastt?r-genei al l^o 
our ariny«iii and at one Vme whilst 

in ilial Mthation eanloned m the suburbs 
of Anlweip. It IS pecubar'y the busiiKss 
of tlic qiiarlei-masier-gener.il ol an army 
and ins ileputy, to make themselves ao i 
curately acquainted with all the derails of] 
tlie country ni which the army nets. • j 

I have supposed no favourahh circuin- 
stance w^iaicwcr, excepting w hat p(«si-( 
tively proved, namely the nhsencc^ of a | 
jfiufficient foiCc to obslrucl our proceed* | 
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mgs; and it is ot course undcrMrmd that 
I the front of the place against which our 
approaches would have been dirocteil 
could not be inundated. The "round 
there is much higher than the levid of the 
rivqr, and the inundation of it wouM have 
been imprat:ticaljlo. li we had arrived ui 
the ii(‘igh!)oiiihood of i\ntw'Lip hefoie the* 
loth of August, w'hich is ccrininlv aliow- 
I ing much for delays and unforeseen oh- 
sl.^ch sliouh: liave found the ditch 
not yet prcp.ired to receive the wutrr, 
becrfi.se it appi ars they (^ad not cleared it 
I till the jotlj; #nd even after that period, 
by g‘‘iting possession of llic sluice at the 
Breiiu gati*, wo. might proljably have laid 
dry ilie upon the fiont which wc 

atftu’ked. However I have put the>e 
cltsiuces also out of the (jueslion, and 1 
ha\e allowed for as much timpt dimeut 
Inyn unforeseen etreuuislances as the least 
sangume person could po,-.>ibly calcnlutc 
upon. 

l*li;p'<‘ given np all possibiliiios and all 
probahilitio, anil I have conhiinl niysidf 
to what 1 am Lome* out, by the circniu- 
s’ances which acinally did occur, in con- 
sitleriug um certain, as far as it is \>ossiblo 
for any operation whate\er,t<i be so pro- 
nouiu'od. "i’he wdiolo of my o!>servations 
upon the method of conducting this enter¬ 
prise to a f:^vouiable issue, are founded 
upon the |ilau*original!v projcctetl, and 
upon the general DispoMiion made out by 
j the commander in chief of thef.x)>edi- 
1 lion, and upon the evident adaptation of 
tiinse to the circumstances as they arose, 
d'lvim^wlnt 1 have s iid by these circuin- 
stances, and by the intelligence rc< cived, 
w'hicn is n nr hclore the House, 1 will defy 
any j)ci.st5*i to disprovt* tlu‘ vc’ry groat pro¬ 
bability of success. Tla'i'idore 1 consider 
tbv- rxpidicncv of the |)n’jecl ci)mplet(dy> 
csl-.bli-died, rcid that the .overnment were 
ill :h!y jui'ifud m adophng those 
which, upon thorough reflec¬ 
tion, tb.' g' neral policy of i*he moment so 
I clc,*rjy dictated.* 

i It Avill lure be a'^ked, no deubt, if the 
! whole of this operation was so ve.y prao- 
' ticable, what occasioned its failure? I an- 
NU( r, a stale ol wind and weather most 
unusual at tliat season having prevented 
any of tl'e avinamcnt from going up the 
W e.l:ng*Channel, as originMly projected, 
exi^'pfing a pait of Lord Huntley’s divi- 
ttioii, and nci c.ssitiictl the taking the rest 
of»lbe jjirm iiiii‘nt.into the R lompol, 

r,oril llunl’ev', in conseijnenee oftliis, 
arrived oil Cadsand without means suiQ- 
li 
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cienlto land his troops; he theicforc had 
it not in his power to destroy the batteries 
there, llie communication between Cad- 
sand and Flushing not being ent of}’, the 
e^emy found means to throw over such 
reinforcements, as made (hat garrison 
amount to 8,000 men : this ocr-iyloned the 
employment of the whole of sir Tyre 
Coote’s force against Flushing, and very 
much protracted the siege. And the 
Slough Passage, through wlilch it was at¬ 
tempted, as a last resource, to carry the 
armament into the West Scheldt, ,was 
found to be impVacticabie for that pur¬ 
pose, without a delay which must be de¬ 
structive of all hopes of success. There¬ 
fore, notwithstanding the utmost c^ker- 
tions, it certainly does not appear, tli^t 
from the mumeni the armament wont into 
the Roonipot, there were scarcely the. 
most distant hopes of success beyond the 
capture of Flushing; and what faint hopes 
there might have been were completely 
extinguished by the sickness which <tt- 
tacked the army in South Beveland. * This 
rendered all further exertions impossible. 

The project of disembarking the ca¬ 
valry and the field artillery in the Slough 
Passage upon South Beveland, and inarch¬ 
ing the army along that island to B.itz, 
there to re-ciubark and pass over to 
SandHeet, the ordnance transports, tlo- 
tilla, &c. going at the sam*'. tiinc through 
the Slough into the West Scheldt, and up 
that river to Batz, was completely im¬ 
practicable with a view to ( fleet any use¬ 
ful purpose. The ordnance transports, 
having all our heavy artillery and store? 
on board, did not reach Batz till the SUh 
or 25th of August; and you have the 
opinions of lord Roslyn, Sir John. Hope, 
general Brownrigg, and general Marleod, 
against such a method of proceciling. 

Viewing the circumstances then in every 
possible point of view, and after the most 
elaborate investigation of the subject, I do 
not in the least hesitate to state my de¬ 
cided opinion that no mai> living at the 
head of that array could/undcr all the cir¬ 
cumstances of the case, have done more 
than was done by lord ('halliani.—He 
seems to have made ever}'’ airangcnient 
that the nature of the service would ad¬ 
mit of his making previous to his depar¬ 
ture, and subsequently to have done his 
utmost to ensure final success. 

Upon general Brownrigg’s excellent 
ovidcnca it has been observed, that ii^ 
•ome respects he is at variance with his 
•wn journal, and inaccuracy is attributed 
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to him. But these observations are com¬ 
pletely unfounded, and arise partly from 
misconception on the part ot those wlio 
make them, and partly from a natural de* 
sire to diminish the force of an evidence 
which makes so much against the case 
that they wish to establish.—General 
Brownrigg is one of the most honourable 
and most respectable men living; of re¬ 
markably good judgment and abilities; 
and an excellent ofliccr, of much experi- 
rnce. J have been with him often upon 
service, and as well as his gr^i^t personal 
gallanlry, I always admired his particular 
coolness and readiness in (he field. His 
energy too is very superior and his ac¬ 
tivity indefatigable. He was much in 
the confidence of the immortal sir Ralph 
Abercrombie, had the highest opi¬ 
nion of him as an o-'b^'er, which he has 
often expressed to me . i the strongest 
terms.—Gen. Brownrigg’s management, 
under the immediate direyllon of the duke 
fd'York, uf the Commander in Chief^s of¬ 
fice in Knglaiid, during^the first eight years 
of hls^ royal highness’s command cf the 
army, the admirable regulation®, and just, 
inipariial conduct of which weie so much 
admired last year, did a.-, great credit to hi.^ 
feeling®, to Ins capacity, and unremitting 
zeal and assiduity, ns to those of his royal 
master.—J beg pardon of the House for 
this kilrusion, but f rf’ally could not pass 
over the slightest insinuation against gen. 
Brownrigg without s iyiiig of him what I 
know ; though I am quite aware that such 
insinusition arose .solely out of an argu- 
I mciit upon tlie evidence, without tli< 
smallest intention of any thing personal. 

I now come to a part of the subject 
that it is impossible to advert to wdlhout 
the most |>oignant regret, I mean the 
si- kness which visited our brave troops 
to so calamitous an extent. No man of 
any feeling but his heart must bleed in 
contemplation of such scenes of misery ; 
no person can more sincerely deplore 
them than I da—no man can feel for a 
soldier’s suflerings more acutely—nor did 
1 -ver, orever should 1 think any exer¬ 
tion or sacrifice of my own too great to 
.avert them. At the same lime, though 
impressed with these sentimenU %o tbo 
utmost possible extent, I must stt*enuously 
repel all accusations against his Majesty’s 
government on this subject. 

It appears in evidence before the House, 
that wt^ the army sailed from this coun¬ 
try it nad'an ample provision of me- 
dv;uiej^ and mediwal stores of ali sort^. for 
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six monHis ; so that if half the troops 
ha^ fallen ill the very day of landing, 
there would have been sufficient medicines 
of al^kinds^ including bark, for* at least 
five wVeks. 

Every regimmtal hospital was complete 
in stores and hospital bedding; be-idcs 
which, there were 3,()i.)0 sets of hospiia! 
bedding for the general hospital, and 
great quantities in the quarter-master-ge- 
nernrs store, from whence supplies might 
be drawn when necessary.—I'lure was a 
full eslablishmieiu of medical officers at¬ 
tendant upon the army ; and hospitals 
cstablisheil in England for the reception 
of .5,500 sick and wounded men—orders 
were also given for sending home the siclc 
and wounded as expeditiously as it was pos¬ 
sible to do so.—The distance being so 
short, and the commiinif ation so easy, 
it was of course concluded, that any aildi- 
tioual supplies might be forwarded before 
they could possibly be required. 

If the original plan had been carried 
into execution, the •sickness of the atnty 
would not have been nearly so gteat. 
The country near Antwerp, which in 
that case would have become the ptin- 
cipal theatre of our operations, is extremely 
healthy. The only pjirt <»f our force 
ijien whicli would have been exposed ut 
^ oe eflects of the unhealthy season of Z* a- 
land, was that part destined to occupy 
Walcberen. 

As soon as the necessity was known in 
this country, the utmo>t exertion was 
made by the government, and the (’om- 
inander in Chief at homo, to supply the 
wants of the army in every way.* d'hc 
first letter upon this subject was receiv(*d 
by the secretary of state for the war do- 
partVnent upon the second of September ; 
and upon the fifth it was reported to him, 
that all the medical men required in that 
letter, aswell as tho medicines, and stores, 
and medical comforts," were ready and 
ordered off. . • 

The noble lord who began this* debate 
has deprecated the delays nfticdi, lie say^, 
arose fiom* too scrupulous an a'Acntioii to 
the forms bf office under circumstances 61’ 
attch urgency ; but the noble lord does 
not recollect that tthese offices arc all 
within a short distance of each other, and 
that the necessary forms tlicrefore might 
be gone through in a few hours. I per-* 
fectly agree in opinion that forms of office 
mflty be much too dilatory and multiplied. 
But certain forms are ipdispensabje to 
ayoid ctfufufion, which mint stlivayi be* 
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sobverslve of dispatch ; and, at all erents. 
till existing forms are altered they murt 
be observed. 

In point of fact, no inconvenience 
ever experienced from want of medicines 
or medical comforts ; no actual want ever 
existed. TJiis you have from sir Eyrfe 
Cootc in eviilcncc; and lie states that his 
urgent representations to the government 
on these subjects arose from an anxioufe 
d^inj to obviate that inconvenience. A 
conviiifing proof loo that our supplies of 
barl#were never exhausted is, that no ap¬ 
plication was any time made to the 
n.ivy for any part of their supply, which 
was ample.—There does appear indeed 
to have I»cn a deday in forwarding one 
pAkage of I,()00lbs. of bark from thin 
country. Whence that <leUy arose is not 
made out ; but one ilpng is verv cer- 
tavi, that there Vas never any want of 
bark in nur liospitals.—The mu.st ample 
stjp|jlies of bedding were sent out as ex¬ 
peditiously iiH possible, in addition tu the 
great provision ori^jlnally made; and it 
I stands in evidence before the House, that 
at no time flic sick with the aiiny ex¬ 
ceeded the number of hospital beds. 

*l’he sickness was much,beyond what 
coul»l have been caUiulated upon by those 
most experienced in the efK’cts of that 
I climate. T^iis appears upon the quarter* 
master general’s journal.. From a sick¬ 
ness so rapidly increasing, and so un¬ 
expectedly extensive, confusion mu.tt 
have been occasioned at first. Im- 
inediahdy entering upon active opera¬ 
tions without previous possession of the 
country, you cannot at once have all 
your hosjjilals perfectly arranged ; nay, 
even wdien they are^o, and you have a 
great many more men wounded in a bat¬ 
tle than you had reason to expect, mucli^ 
temporary inconvenience occurs. There 
is some analogy betiveen this circumstance 
and till* sudden manner jn which the 
sickness attacked our troops in Zealand. 

I C3IJ readily Conceive,. therefore, that 
though our supplies of bedding with the 
army were fully sufficieri^, it might have 
been some time before the hospitals could 
1)0 properly furnished. 

Medical men were certainly at times 
much wanted; The original number sent 
out, however, was a full proportion of such 
a fhree, and very large augmentations of 
^hat number were subsequently made; in 
shart, aa many were sent out ps could pos¬ 
sibly be procured—that likewise stands in 
evidcoict before* th< House. But the 
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dearth of medical assistance upon such ca¬ 
lamitous occasions is by no means a new 
case. It frequently h-ippens in the West 
Indies, when the epidemics incident to 
that climate rage with vinlence. 

The surgeon-general of the forebs, .and 
the inspector-general of hospitals with 
lord Chatham’s army* have stated in evi¬ 
dence, that if the necessary precautions 
had been taken, the efli cts might have 
been considerably palliated though jlic 
disorder itsell could not have been pre¬ 
vented ; and tlyit if they had beenscon- 
sulted in lime they shoul(Hiave suggested 
those precaulii»ns. Now really it has 
never been usual h r the government of a 
country to impart to the medit'al depart¬ 
ment the destination of an expedition, t'X- 
cepting in cases of cxlicme necessity.. If 
an expedition were going to a great dis¬ 
tance, tin II such necessity nii^ht perlyips 
arise. But in the pres«*iil in^ttlncc that 
was.iiot the case, anil sm li coininunic.ttic ns. 
unless absolutely called for, qie c^rttHnly 
acts olimprudence. 1 am far hoiii mraii- 
ing to di'*pute that our present surgeon- 
genf^ral, hlr. Keatc, is a man of strict in- 
tC'zrity and well deserving of confidence, 
but unnecessary disclosuies arc always to 
bo avoided. 

In point of fact, ample supplies of all 
mctlicines, stores, &c. oillicr.accompanicd 
the army, or v^ere sent in time ; and 
with regard to precautions, as the sickness 
did no» begin till about four weeks after 
our first lauding, there was full lime to 
have taken them, had they been suggcstcil. 
Hotv came the medical department, t!u» 
moment the destination of the troops'was 
notorious, not to suggest those ^irecautions? 
Was it their busintiss to wait tilf regularly 
consulted upon the subject ? Certainly 
» not. It lay entirely within their pro¬ 
vince; and whilst these palliations must 
have occurred forcilily to them, the go- 
verimicnt at home and the Commander 
in Ciiief abroad could not be aware of 
them. Any thing nece^aary for tips pur- 
posd could very soon have been sent to so 
short a distance; even 40,000 flannel 
waistcoats, had they lieen wauled, miglit 
have been made up in London upon an 
emergency in a week, aiid they .would 
have arrived at Walchercn. in a fortnight 
from the day they were ordered. That 
the necessary precautions, tlierefore, al¬ 
luded to by tlie surgeon-general; I Mr. 
Kcate, and the inspcctor-genefal, VlVIr. 
Webb, .were not taken, neither the'go- 
rernment nor the commander ia chief of 
the Expedition ale in the least to blame. 
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I must not omit to observe, that it was 
expected by the government that the 
chief part of the army would have retura- 
cd, after completing the service ^ upon 
which it w'as sent, by the end of August, 
dr beginning ofSeptember at latest. 

Captain Puget, naval commissioner of 
Flushing, states, that he saw several of the 
sick in the hospitals there lying in their 
great coats on the floor, not having beds 
to lie upon : and that according to the re¬ 
ports of.some officers many of them were 
without medicines for four days. He also 
describes the hospitals themselves lo have 
been very bad.—Now, no hospitals were 
chosen till regularly inspected by medi- 
.cal olVicers; the roofs of some of them had 
been damaged by the bumbardmont, but 
It appears that they wt*re repaired as soon 
as possible.—Ai times the hospitals were 
certainly much crow tied, wlticii is ac¬ 
counted for in evideo' e J>y the rapid in¬ 
flux of the sick. The large naval store¬ 
house at Flushing, where capt. Puget saw 
some of the men whorii he^ took to be sick, 
wasMot an hospital but u barrack, which 
at tliat lime was of course unknown lo 
him.—C'idotud Ofliiey, who was acting as 
qnarter-ftiasler general in Flushing, and 
who ollen went into the liospitals there, 
states in evidence, that he never saw aiutf 
sick who were not Inrnished at least wiM 
I stiliw and blankets; that these were only 
I the slightest ca^os ; and that they were 
I all provided wiltj beds as soon as it was 
' possible lo get them from the slorc.s. 

With respect to some of the troops be¬ 
ing w'ilhout medicines for four days, it is 
clearly proved, that this was owing to the 
regimental surgeon of colonel Cochrane’s 
battalion not making timely application 
for the necessary’ supply. * 

It is stated, that .^ome ships which 
brought home the sick w'erc too muck 
crow’ded, and without medical aticndance, 
or any proper assistance. If this was so it 
j■ce^tajniy was a very unpardonable neg¬ 
lect; "but‘none of these circumstances 
necessarily Srnply an inculpation of the 
governments or the commnncler in chief 
* of the Expedition. They cmi only be 
answerable for general arran)2;cments and 
general directions; ^nd if defects in the 
details are Siscovered, the blame must fall 
upon those who were specifically charged 
witli their execution. 

1 cannot quit this subject without again 
mosbsincerely lamenting that su*cb a eala- 
mity shduld have befallen us; but it is 
impossible, 1 ^bink^ after this mvestiga* 
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tion, to lay any part of it at the door of 
the government or the commander of the 
arViy. They appear to have done every 
thir]^ that depended upon theip to alle- 
viatt^he sulieiings of our brave troops, 
and the country vvilh 1 

trust, now d^tliern justice. 

1 must beg leave Jo Mate, a circumstance 
not immedi-ateiy connected with the pre¬ 
sent discussion, but which malcriallv con¬ 
cerns lord Chatham individually. At has 
been reported, that he came home in a 
Jinc-of-batt!^ ship, which ought to have 
been employed in conveying some of the 
sick from I'lushiiig. If it had been so, he 
certainly would have heenvi»ry reprehen¬ 
sible ; hut it appears in papers upon the 
table, (bat, previous to bird C.’hatliam's 
sailing fiom Hushing, a positive order was 
given by the commander in chief of liie 
fleet not to admit one sick man on board 
a ship of war for fear of the contagion ; 
fliereiore tfiis charge is completely un¬ 
founded, though c« rtainly not more so 
than all the rest ol^the obiocpiy which has 
been so profusely heaped upon thal^ noble 
lord. 

I’lie next point in this case is, the re¬ 
tention of the island pf NValcheren.—Whe- 
tlirr we succeeded in the destruction of 
the enemy’s Ih-et in the {Scheldt, and his 
naval establishments ar Antwerp, or not, 
but particularly in the latter supposition, 
it behoved u> to rctani the island of Wal- 
chcreii as long as it were possible to do 
so.~'fhe extreme iinporUince of that sta¬ 
tion, for the purpo>c of neutralizing the 
cnciny*s naval establishments in the 
Scheldt, has already bicn too ch«rly <lo- 
inonstruted to require any further cdi- 
scrvatioii. No rnm, 1 tamk, can doubt, 
after a mature investigation of the sub¬ 
ject, that the island ot W.drli<*rcn, with 
referejue to the the invaNiun of this coun¬ 
try, is next to Boulogne the most impor¬ 
tant post the enemy .possesses —Impress¬ 
ed with thisS conviction, the retention >or 
evacuaiion of that island*\V^s on*e of the 
most .serious que.siion.s up(»i which the go- 
vernmept of this country cjuld possfhly 
deliberate. A dcterminaiion of .such maj^- 
intude, tiivolviiitf so many wi ighty con. 
sidcrations, could not be taken witimut the 
most impure reflection. * 

Sir Iwre Coote’s letleis representing 
the sickly state of that pmt of the army 
wiiicli occupied Walchcren, are dated the^ 
31st </r August, and the I tih aii^ 17th ol 
September. The two fir^i, it is true, de- , 
scribe tlie sickness as ttlarming : but tliat ! 
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of the 17th is by much the strongest, and 
the only one which ctndd possibly justify 
a government in entertaining thoughts of 
relinquishing a post, so extremely essen¬ 
tial to the vital interests uf the nation.— 
This letter of the I7th was not sent from 
Walchcren, 1 conclude, on that day, be¬ 
cause it contains an enclosure, dated the 
18th, and it was not rtAreived here till the 
2(nh or 21st. 

From that period till the usual tcrtm'na- 
t?bii of the sickly season, viz. the middle 
or bttcr end of October (according to the 
autnoiiiy of sy* John i^ingle, and of the 
mostdntelligcnt inhabitants of i^ealand), 
there was literally nut time to remove the 
sick, to destroy the basin of Flushing, and 
filially to evacuate the island. In point 
of fact, our preparations for that evacua¬ 
tion were made in the beginning of No* 
vember, ami Ihe^' could noi*bc completed 
till the 2:ld of Di'ocmher. 

On the 13th of September too, just 
when sir Fyie» Couie was making the re- 
j)resi?iitatidns to which I have before al¬ 
luded, the ciunmandcr in chief of the 
fleet, sir Richard Str.ichan, wrote a letter 
to the government, urging them in the most 
earnest manner not to abandon a naval 
station of such importance, till he should 
have an opportunity of personal commu¬ 
nication with •them; and he did not rn- 
fuin to Enjla*>d t rt f ib o Glh of October. 

With such a letter Hroin ihcir naval 
commander, an eye-witness to those rea¬ 
sons which could alone determine the go¬ 
vernment to abandon Walchcren, and 
feeling as they must the extraordinary va¬ 
lue of the possession, would nut they have 
b'.'cn highly blameable if they had has¬ 
tily decided upon its lelinquishmeiU ? 

iVlost deeply as c\ery person must de¬ 
plore the dire ctlects which were experi¬ 
enced from that climate, (and no man can 
deplore them nnirc st-rioudy than I do,) 

I inu^tromaik, that yon do not abandon 
all your uiihcalihy colonies because they 
are unhealthy; otherwise, you should 
\vii*hdraw at once from Vour possessions in 
the West Indiis. This you cannot do, 
bow'ever you m «y feel for ilie mortality 
occasioned by the de-itructivc epidemics 
in that quarter. Dining the administra¬ 
tion ot one of the greatest mini'^ters w% 
^ver had, the late Mr. Riti, we held St, 
poniingo long as a military station, under 
the pressure of similar calamities; and 
^when Gibialtur w'as ii^fected with a sort 
of plague, was it for that reason aban¬ 
doned ? On the contrary, did* not the go- 
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reivor, general Foz« imindialely repair to 
his post; and were not reiutbrcementssent 
ou<. without a raoment^e delay« le«t the 
Spaniards should take advantage of the re¬ 
duced state of our garrison ? Let me ask, 
toOi has it ever been established as a prin¬ 
ciple, that we siiould not ronc^uer and re- 
lain important poils, because their climate 
is occasiouaKy uttwholcsomi^ r Until that 
principle is established, as one by which 
the government is to be regulaU d, let it 
not be argued that tlu.rc is a dinv^r(>:'(C<' be¬ 
tween not abandoning possessions 
you have long refained, aii>l sc ,&ittg upon 
others with a licvv to ixtcnUOiJ, ;;tid forto- 
ing upon this argument an accusation 
against ministers for attemptinp' to retain 
Walcheron.—In the year 170'l- wc had 

V 

troops stationed a considerable time in the 
province of Zealand.—In the reign of 
Citucen ElizaCeth, this qountiy retained 
the island of Walchercic., during a period 
of 30 years. The ctiniaLe then was of 
course the same as now. u\t\d it has fre¬ 
quently been in the contemplation of dif- 
Krent governments of Jhis country, to ac¬ 
quire permanent posses.sion of that island : 
the plan has been from lime to time laid 
aside, not on account of the climate, but 
purely from military reasons; now, on 
this occasion those reasons were in our fa¬ 
vour. 

Had we not ab£:::dv.4*ed^WiIcheren, U 
might have been very easily defended; 
we should have strengthened and per¬ 
fected the works of Flushing, and made 
proper casemates for the troops; we 
should have erected two strong forts of re¬ 
gular construction and profile, to protect 
the anchorage : these forts would have 
been connected with Flushing by. a line 
also of regular construction and profile ; 
the whole covered by a very deep and 
broad wet ditch. Such arrangements, 
combined with the means of inundation in 
your power, and considering that yqu are 
inasters of the .sea, woultl have rendered 
that situation impriegnable. You would 
i.we had some strong forts, likewise of 
/egiilar construction and profile, with 
casemates for tlie troops, and bomb-proof 
magazines, so plai ed as to prevent the 
enemy from collecting vcsselsdn the inte- 
jrior of the Slough Passage, theextremities 
of which would be watched by you/naval 
means; and the Slough ts seldom or 
frozen in such a manner as to be available 
for military purposeq. The enemy's at^- 
teckof-Waichoren, therefore, woulir huve 
buesi nearly, if not quiu, reduced to au in- 
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vasion of that island upon the nortbera or 
north-western side ; against which onr 
naval station in the Roompot would hove 
been a great protection: where, ^ovith 
Flushing harbour for the ships to/come 
into occasionally,we could,] cotv^iude, al¬ 
ways have kept a fleet. 

The best, barracks would have been 
constructed for the troops; we should also 
have had floating barracks^ in whkh a 
considerable part of the garrison might 
always have been kept during the un¬ 
healthy season; and it is weli,known, that 
ho inaii *'sfl:»at was attacked by the fever. 
We'‘b-.'hhi idcewii^e have h.ul floating ho.s- 
pitals: an.I uhenever ihe sick amounted 
to any cu.i iderubie nutuber, liiey would 
have been immoiiiatcly sent to itiogUnd. 
And the v. hole ganiion rai^bl have been 
IVecjUtaillyrelievru houi t.iiiscotuiM' 3 ’. 

Ihe cfli.cts of (I'v lulirht llius 

have hc..n inaifi» at irica.su,-e obvialc«l ; 
and u'iieu llio ibitiljcations which f have 
described w’cve complcL‘d, iho ainouiit of 
force stationary on llh;,islaud of Walche- 
ren nc^^il iiol have been considerable, bo- 
cause if the enemy cilected a landin^ in 
superior number^, you could at once retire 
to your w-orks and b;d him defiance; his 
coinmuuicatiuu would probably soon be 
cut oil by our naval means, and onr troops 
could be reinforced from England to arty 
extei7it. The enemy therefore would cer¬ 
tainly not succeed in taking Flushing, or 
in annoying the anchorage in its neigh¬ 
bourhood, and mo.st probably wmuid lose 
every man he had landed upon Walche- 
ren. 

It appears then evident, that if the mi¬ 
nisters had determined upon evacuating 
Walchcren, in consequence of sir Fyrc 
Coote's letter of tlic I7t.h of September, 
received here about the 21st, the removal 
of the sick, the demolition of the enemy's 
naval establishments there (a point of 
very essential importance}, and the final 
evacuation could not have taken place, till 
long aften the period of the usual and al¬ 
most invariable termination of the sick¬ 
ness; and rgaliy, under that imnression, 
they would have been unjustifiable as a 
.government, if they had not endeavoured 
to retain a posse.qsion of such extreme im¬ 
portance as Idng as it was practicable to 
do so; more especially as they were fully 
entitled to expect, that the sickness would 
cease in about three weeks from the re¬ 
ceipt of that letter which it is coniended 
ought to have ^governed their determina- 
tion. • ’ • 
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1 do not^hesitate to say^ that the per- 
matient attainment of such an object as 
Flv^iiigl would amply have compensated 
- the el^rta of a whole campaign 
long Imd arduous. At the same time^ 
when^ cS^lrary to all reasonably ej^ccta* 
tion, the gllh|crnment found so extensive 
and calamitomi a sickness continuing be¬ 
yond the period of its customary duration, 
I am ready to admit, that they are not to 
blame for viewing it as an imperious and 
paramount necessity, and for sacriAcing to 
that considy^ation a political object so 
closely interwoven with the vital interests 
of the state. I contend, however, that it 
was not only very natural for them to be 
slow in coDiing to such a decision, but if 
they had done so till driven to it by the 
irresistible necessity which forced upon 
them such a disastrous alternative, they 
might justly have been accused of lightly 
sacrificing the best interests of their coun¬ 
try ; and they would not only have de¬ 
served all the censure now attempted to 
, be passed upon thi^t, but impeachment 
would not have been more than adc(}uate 
lu the oiK'iicc. 

Tlie expence of the Expedition to the 
St'hcidt hos also been much dwalt upon. 
The least calculation made by the public 
upon that point has amounted to live or 
•six millions; whereas it appears,by papers 
on the table, that the extraordinary sx* 
{lencc, deducting of course what the naval 
means employed and the troops would 
have cost if they had remained at home, 
and considering that most of the transports 
could not at any rate luve been paid oil’, 
according to their old agr<’emcnts^ til! 
later in the year, did not amount to more 
than one million. 

The failure has been talked of as com¬ 
plete, which iseiUiiely erroneous. An ex¬ 
tent of sickness totally unexpected, and 
which those most experienced in that cli¬ 
mate could not possibly calculate upon, 
alone occasioned the abandonment of a*| 
conquest, the permanent pdssessitm of 
which would have been cheaply pur¬ 
chased at the whole cost which^the most 
exaggerated statements have represented 
as that of the Expedition to the Scheldt; 
and the having destroyed the naval esta- 
bli'ihmcnts ^ Flushing, sa^as t6 make that 
jjort* of little or no pie to the enemy for 

* Vide Evidence of lieut. gen. Don 
and lieut.’ cob Pilkington, who was the 
engineer ^ployed in the demblition of 
rhe baM«> «c. Seo vol. iS, Appendix. 
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nearly two years, is a serTic«undDubtedl« 
of great importance. 

1 do not dwell much upon the-diversioa^ 
in favour of Austria, because, though ihm 
only one we could make, it was not of 
considerable magnitude. However, Aus-' 
tria'herself thought it essential, as appeare 
in the correspondence of that government^ 
and the presence of so large an army in 
an enemy’s territory, carrying on an at* 
tack against one of his principaTnaval and' 
coinnirrcial establisliments, must alwaya 
occaaibn great cmbarrasspicnt. 

I think there^can now be no doubt res* 
pecting the general policy by which hiO^ 
Majesty's government was actuated, iit' 
determinir^ to direct the cAbrts of thia 
coantry to the Scheldt*; the expediency^ 
of that measure too is completely esta¬ 
blished, not upon any loose roasoning, but- 
upgn fair inference from the evidence and 
papers now upon tlib table of tho House.' 
It is very clearly proved too, that^tbe ut¬ 
most attention ^l^as paid to the wants of 
the army by the government, and th6' 
commander in chief of the Expedition.’ 
That the sickness was nn inevitable cala¬ 
mity with w'hich they cannot be charged;.^ 
and that the attempt to ret^iin as long as 
possible the island of Walchereii, was not 
only jusliftable, but Kn indispensable obli¬ 
gation. 1 trust Ih erefore that the Resolu¬ 
tions of censurif pro^SSSd by the noble* 
lord will not for a moment be entertained. 
They are wholly unmerited, and^f they’ 
were to pass, would tend to shackle the* 
exertions of every government in a man¬ 
ner the ihost prejudicial to the interests of 
the country.- Rut that cannot be, untiF 
all regard For those interests, and all libe¬ 
rality and’justice shal^ have fled from tho- 
British House of Commons. 

I have now only to observe, that I* 
heartily concur In the motion approving- 
the cond uct of the army and navy. To the 
Resolutions of fact 1 shall propose the'pre¬ 
vious question, because t^ey'are unneces¬ 
sary ; and to the* Resolutions of censure^ 
a decided negative; and I shall beg leavfr' 
to conclude wiili moving Resolutions of 
an oppOKitc tendency. 

• Mr. Ilerberl (of Kerry) expressed hw*^ 
anxiety to decide upon this question sole-- 
ly upon its own merits, unjarejudiced by. 
party views. In every view he could' 
givc^ the question, it was impossible fot 
him not to have wished that-our aasistaoc#* 
waa not fully applied to l^ain. The tea* 
SOD stated with respect to the want of- 
bullion, he could-scarcely- believe, whcb* 
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he considered'^his country's great com¬ 
mercial advantages. Still, from the evi- 
rdence before him, he must say, that in the 
Expedition to the Scheldt the means were 
ad^Uftle to the end, and the end useful 
It was the best diver<«ioa this co'uiiry 
could make with the least risk. With 
such impressions he could vote for 
censuring his Maje sty's ministers. 

Mr, Marryut sa-d, that In* had attended 
the whole of the investi!;niion, had head'd 
all the evidence, and had read the whole 
mass of p'apers wjiich had been prodifocd. 
£xercisin*r the (test jiidgifjcnt he couM 
form upon the subject, he had no doubt of 
the propriety of s *iu!ing a British army 
to the continent, in order to nrake a di- 
version in favour of our allies. After ttie 
glorious attempt uhich Austria had made 
to oppose the tyranny of Fiance, and 
when the fa'e of the Cvar appearetl *so 
iKsarly poised at the ever memorable bat¬ 
tle of Aspern, he thought the ministers of 
this country would have dcservQ^l the 
highest degree of blame if they had neg> 
lected to bring forward the whole strength 
and resources of the empire, in aid of 
Austria. The noble lord (Porcbester) had 
said, that the.time and season were ill- 
chosenj but it must h| recollected that it 
came out in the evidencej that there was 
no material part qf f he .army pf this coun¬ 
try In a situaiioi\ for effeefive service be¬ 
fore the period at which the Expedition 
was undertaken. If a corps had been sent 
to the North of Germany instead of Wai- 
cheren, that corps would iieith^T have 
been sufticient to cope sihiily with the 
force which the enemy could bring to bear 
against it, nor to protect an)' insurrection 
which could be th^n formed, ft would 
be also entirely deprived of the co-opera- 
■ tion 6four navy, which was a description 
of force that was of all others the most 
terrible to the enemy. The objects of 
the Expedition were two-fold: the first 
related to BriVish, objects only, and the 
second to a diver>sion in favour of Au,stria. 
Now as far as related to British objects 
alone, he thought it must he acknow¬ 
ledged that the capture of a fortified town, 
with a garrison of 9,00() men^, and the do- ^ 
struction of the basin of Flushing, were 
events of some importance. • It yas ajso 
his firm opinion, that the ulterior objects 
of the Etrpedition would have been Ob¬ 
tained if it hud not been for the verv cx-> 
traovdifiary s^ate of the wind and woatht^.*, 
vHkich not only detained the Expedition 
Mt^Oirg in our own ports, but retarded its 
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progress on the enemy's coast.- ^Although 
there had. been military opinions-lhat Uik 
Expedition was doubtful ^nd haaardw^ 
yet it must be recollected that suej^opi** 
iiions had been given of otlier exn*^itions 
which had completely surceedo<if’ ,When 
the admiral who commande/r oB' Basque 
Roads tvas asked his opinion about attack* 
ing the French fleet with ftre-ships, he 
replied, ** that although it was a raosthor* 
rible mode of warfim, and the attempt 
was dangerous and almost desperate, it 
might possibly succeed." Notwithstanding 
this opinion, the attempt was made, and it 
succeeded. He believed, although opi¬ 
nions in almost the same words had been 
delivered respecting the attack of AnU 
werp, yet it would hove succeeded if it 
were not for untoward circumstances, 
wdtich, ituas unlikely w'ould occur, and 
il was impossible to rontroul. Ue could 
not but believe that the Expedition had 
an important effect as a diversion in favoin* 
of Austria. It was welt remembered that 
at one time Buonapai^e considered Aus¬ 
tria Entirely conquered, and called upon 
the Hungarian nation to elect a king for 
themselves. From the admirable and 
heroic General Orders issued by the em¬ 
peror of Austria, it aj>peared that Buona¬ 
parte, ill the beginning of ibe negotiation^ 
proposed*such term^ as wouul have shaken 
the lery foimdutiou of the Austrian mo¬ 
narchy. Very soon, however, after he 
had heard of our Expedition landing in 
W'alcbereii, he lowertd his toneo. and 
offered the emperor of Austria such terms 
as he conceived he ini<{hl with honour 
accept*. Much bUmo also had been 
thrown on minisfvrs for not evacuating 
Walcheren soom-r than they did, but if 
they had willidraw'n the British forcesffbm 
the continent while the fate of Austria 
remained in douht, they would have been 
justly exposed to the severest censures. 
Viewing the subject in this iight> be 
dbuld pot agree in the propositions of the 
noble loVd, and should coLisequentlysup- 
P 9 rt the Amehdnu-nt. 

Sir Janief Hall coitdcmned the vanity 
arfd presumption ofctrtain h-ghljorn per¬ 
sons III turemg themselves into'’ situations 
which thcy^werc not, qualified to fill. 
However he lami?V\ed the faifore of the 
iCxi'cdition, be, was* not for an entire 
flange of ministers, 'yet he contended 
tliat it was ucct-saaiy smite* change should 
taki* place in the adpiinislratiqp. Hft 
had not any. objecti.ni to thl^ mrrquk 
Wellesley; but, wtihout some* partial 
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tbange the ccmiitry was enda^ered; he 
ti^ught the House ought to com to some 
Raplution, to ^liew tiut miniAers were 
resp^tible. 

ink^CAwiee//or of the Exchequer rose, 
amidst ifia^ud crv of Adjourn, and ob- 
•eived, thaWas he did nut suppose the 
other questi^ (meaning that relative to 
sir F. Burdett) would occupy much iiiiie 
tO'^morrow, he would theirforc move that 
the present dtbute should be pusiponed 
to the same day ; which was agreed to. 

The othe# orders of the day wete then 
disposed of, and the House adjourned at 
three o’clock. 

not SL 01- COMMONS. 

jrtdtieAday, I^Iarch 

[Sib iftsNits Burdlti—Buemh ot 
PrivilVof J Mr. Sfieridnn ^aid that Ids 
object lu Using was to say a few words 
0(1 one of the most iinpodant matters 
upon which that llouac had evft deli¬ 
berated: hemcanirthe resumption of the 
adjourned debate on the complainf of a 
bleach and vtoluion of the privileges ol 
the llou>r, alledgid to have been com¬ 
mitted *hy one of «thcii‘ own members 
(Sir Fianns Burdett.) lie should, there¬ 
fore, in the fnst place, move, that the de¬ 
bate on that subject be now resumed by 
the House. * 

The Speaker then staled to the House, 
what was the question hefore them for 
discusMoi), viz. a Resolution proposed as 
follows : “ That a Fxller signer] “ Fran¬ 
cis Bunlctt,^’ and a fuithor pat t of a Paper 
intitUd “ Argument,” in the papef called 
Cobbett’s Weekly Register, ot March *21*, 
1810, is a libellous and scandalous paper, 
reflecting on the just rights and privileges 
of this House.” B 

Mr. Sheridan then observed, that, 
though he considered this as a question of 
the highest importance^ he would not, in 
the view he meant to takq at pre|ent r/f 
it, detain the House above a few hiinutes. 
His desire was, as he waS peisuaded ,it 
must be^he desire of everyegentleman 
who hearfl him, that this question shoitld 
not inteileie with the other great subject 
before the House } and hg ^thought that 
this mu6tH)e cquall^^lie wish of "both 
sides of the House-^^ could not but be 
the wish on all ha^s, tliat the discussiofl 
relativejto th^^Atfneldi Expedition sliouhl 
not be intMfupter^ But besides that veiy 
weighty^nsideration^if ever*ther^ was 
^case itfwhich precipitancy and rashness 
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were to be avoided, it was t&a pnsent- 
If, indeed, a complaint were maae of 0 
plain, a palpable and perfectly evideM 
breach of a privilege, exactly defined and 
unquestionable, then it might be very 
pioper that the question of privilege 
should take precedence of alt others, un¬ 
less there were other ivgent matters pend¬ 
ing which it would be of the greatest con¬ 
sequence to forward. But this was not a 
Cjise of that •description. It was not a 
plain and simple question, upon which 
the* House could immediately decide. 
Theie were fwo distinct questions in¬ 
volved ill It,— 1st, as to the right of the 
House of Commons to impiison. 2d, as 
to the'chiracter of the terms with w'htch 
tfle Argument had been accompanied, 
terms with respect to the precise import 
of which there might t^e a*diHerence of 
opinion. If tffe^Argument itself con¬ 
tained nuthing but what had been deli- 
vcied in the Ijouse, then another ques¬ 
tion 1 ^ 086 ,^% hether if there had been any 
thing in it contrary to the privileges of 
the House, it was likely it could havo 
passed without notice by the Speaker, 
who ever presided in that House with 
dignity and impartiality. But he did not 
mean to enter into }he details of the ques¬ 
tion now, bccaq^e his proposition was that , 
furthci tim^shojt]d,j 2 l^ flowed to consider 
of It. He did not exactTi; know where the 
doctrine was to be found, that questions 
as to breach of privilege were* to hare 
precedence of all others, though they 
should jiot be of a nature to require par¬ 
ticular dispatch. There was not, in his 
opinion, any pressing urgency in the pre¬ 
sent easy to lequire the House to come to 
an immediate decision. He whs not • 
aware that such a practice with respect to 
the precedence of questions of privilegey« 
had obtained in the best times of the 
constitution. At the commencement of 
every * session, everyi gentJeman must 
know, that a standing «uer was past for 
the appointmem of a Committee of Privi* 
leges, and regulating the times of its sit¬ 
ting, and, by the order it was specifically 
directed that to this Committee were to 
M>e referred all such mattf*rs as related to 
hre4M:li of pilvilege ; that it was to report 
froin tigie tune to the House, and that 
when any such question was agitated ro* 
sp^cung a incuiber, he should withdraw, 
^fter being hcaid in his defence, till it 
w%s disposed of. * This Committee was tO 
sit every Monday, Wednesday,, aod Fii* 
day ; ail members were to have accesa ta . 
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it^ they ttjere empi&iy^eti to call for per- 
^^ipore, and record^; iipd, lastly, to 
deji,ver theif opinions to the House from 
tlu^ tQ;time in reports. (Here the right 
^P9* gent*'read the Standing Order.) 
This tie apiprehended was not to be c^n- 
iddcrcd as a mere formal and barren 
ortler. The subject under consiileration 
M^as a case perlVctly calculated fur the 
Cpmipittee of Privileges, and he saw no¬ 
thing in it that requiied such hasle that^it 
should be proceeded upon to the interrup- 
of the other^.most important business 
before the House. The ton. gent, who 
brought the subject forward was bound to 
shew that great mischief would result 
from delay-*tbat greater incc^tvcnience 
would arise from siifFering the discussihn 
on the new topic to be postponed for a 
short time, than from interrupting and re¬ 
tarding the other busjpeSs, on which they 
were previously engaged. This had not 
been shewn. The proper and constitu¬ 
tional course^ therefore, he’contende^l, ^as 
to refer this matter to a Committee of 
Privileges. It was nothing to him that it 
had not been usual to refer these cases to 
a Committee of Privileges. lie found a 
StAodin^ Order commanding that line of 
proceeding, and the present instance was 
a most proper one for the reference 
which he proposed.^. He cajled the ai- 
^ation of the H&'se ^ case in 1779, 
relating undoul>tedly to a person not a 
snemb^i; but the circumstance of a meni- 
ter being the party concerned made the 
argument much stronger in his favour. 
The case was that of a person*of the 
napne of Mathews who had published in 
The English Chronicle, a report of a 
speech which was h^ld out to b$ a gross 
violation of the privileges of the House. 
The paper was delivered in at the table, 
and ordered to be referred to the Com- 
Bditlce of Privileges. This shewed that 
the practice of reference to this Commit¬ 
tee had not been ^png discontinued ; but 
that such a reftj^'ence had been made at 
no very distant period,‘in a case very si¬ 
milar to that now under discussion. He 
concluded by moving, " That the Com¬ 
mittee of Privileges should resume its sit- T 
ting on that day sen’night, dnd that* the | 
paper complained of should be referrjed 
to it.*' 

The ^aker asked whether the right 
hon. member moved ibis as an amend-, 
ment on the original question ? , • 

.Mr* Sktsridim said, he thought tW un- 
BjSCaMary, begause he stood on ^he Stand¬ 


ing O/d^ which mast be enforced on 
the hare |uggestioii, without .any regvkr 
motion. 

The Sfleaker observed, that the Stalling 
Order was imperative only so far, tlfat the 
Committee sliould sit at siatcd^^^es, and 
not that any particular case s^S^Id be re¬ 
ferred to it; whether any ((articular case 
should or should not be sent to it, was a 
matter for the decision of the House, and 
the right hon. gent, might raise the ques¬ 
tion by moving it as an amendment. 

Mr. Sheridan adverU d agam to the Or¬ 
der, and still contended that it was man¬ 
datory not only as to the appointing of 
the Committee, but also as to the referring 
to that Committee all matters of privilege. 
The words were, “ they are to take into 
consideration all matters,^* &c. 

The Speaker again said, that in the way 
in which the Order had been understood, 
the House was to pronounce whether any 
particular case should or should not be re¬ 
ferred to the Committee. 

lAt^Shridan then moved. That the Com¬ 
mittee of Privileges should sit on Wednes¬ 
day next. 

The Speaker said, that this must be 
moved as^an amendment on the -original 
question. 

Mr. Adam rose to order, and begged 
before the question should be put in a 
regifiar shape upon the amendment^ to 
suggest to his right hon. friend another 
course, by w'liich he could more conve¬ 
niently but not less eflectually getat his 
object. In addition to the case which his 
right hon. friend had mentioned, there 
was one which occurred in 1701, re.speot- 
ing a letter written to the Speaker W a 
person of the name of Culpepper. This 
had been referred' to the Committee' of 
Privileges, which decided upon it in the 
first instance and reported thereon to the 
House. But then subsequently the House 
took the matter into its consideration and 
finally ^decided upon it. The best mode 
of proceeding, accoiding to his view ofthu 
case, would be, that his light hon. friend 
should wiljtdraw his motion fnjr the pre« 
sent, and allow his hon. friond''near him 
(Mr. Brand) to move an adjournment, 
which he understood, his hon. friend 
meant to do.* ItNhe adjournment for se¬ 
veral days should carried, then the 
Inference might be nhde to the Com¬ 
mittee, and its report the table be¬ 

fore tli^ termination of^ the ad.iournment, 
^hen the question might jundeV^o a full 
and deliberate ^enssion in the^House- 
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If 'aArbateidMKild afi«eoii the i%»pwiti«p i that hacT been faBnutted to the 
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ftfr^acljovroiiteiitj he trate^ m should 
be\dIowed to give his reasonl for the 
cottrai^f proceeding which he had recom 
mend^ 

Mr. Bi^^d rose, when the Speaker ofa- 


he had no Citation in saying, that 
was one pemae amongst ^ose pniOtdH' 
oat by the hon; i»emher(Mr. Lethbrl^yi 
which he considered as falling under 
every definition of a breach df privilege. 


served, that Ig. present the debate rested and widi the amendments and aheraHoOs 
on the merits of the original question, un- which he should propose, he would vote 
less the amendment was distinctly put. for that determination ; but, when he W^ 
Mr. Urofid ^n proceeded. It was his called upon to say, that a paper laid before 
intention to move the ailjournment of this the House, was a libellous and scandafoos 
debate, after previously stating such rea- reflection upon the just rights of the 
sons as appeared to him satisfactory and Houfo, be must have iime to consider 
conclusive as to the pro.^riety of some fur- what those judt rights were. He bad, at 
ther delay. If the hon. gent, who had yet, hardly had time to look over thd 
brought this subject to the notice of the elaborate argument of Mr. Hargrave on 
House, had been aware of the iiitenuption' this subject. On a point of bO much 
xvhich it was calculated to give to the poHance it was absolutely hecessOry tb/ 
other important question now pending, he the due discharge of their duty that they 
was convinced the hon. gent, would not should have time to insert* to all the 
ha\e lent himself to any such purpose, sources of intelli^qnce which they could 
(Hear! bear!) It w^ obvious that no discover. Sir Matthew Hale had said. 


mischief could result from any farther cir* 
eolation of this paper, and therefore there 
was no cause for precipitation from any 
apprehension of that kind ; whereas f here 
was great danger of serious inconvenience 
from interrupting Uie discusMoy on the 
Scheldt inquiry, as the public attention 
would be diverted from a subject in which 
the interests of the nation were most 
deeply concerned. But from that subject 


that no offence pught to bu decided upon 
in ftia^House, where a remedy was to be 
had in a court of law. A remedy for Nbel 
was open in the ordinary course of law, 
Mr. Reeves had been prosecuted by the 
Attorney General for a libel at the instance 
of the House. So far he referred to the 
great constitutional questions which would' 
arise upon this paper. As to the passaged* 
marked, these be bad alrewW 


the public attention would be diverted, said, which might be soon decided upon ;bw 
and very naturally, if this question was the rest, he thought, required very graved 
suffered to intervene. Great and import- and serious deliberation before g^tlemellf 
ant, however, as he thought that question could pronounce a dispassionate ahd juA' 
to be, still he would acknowledge, that he judgment upon them. For instance, it 


considered every question in which the 
rights and privileges of the House of*Com¬ 
mons, and the liberty of the subject Were 
concerned, to be oi the first rank in the 
scale of importance, and to be more inte¬ 
resting than twenty questions on Expedi¬ 
tions to Walchcren or to any other part of 
the globe, and their consequent failures 
and disgraces. But the‘question to be now 
discussed was not so much.a^ to the right 


must be first very maturely considered 
how far a member was entitled to tell his 
constituents what he had stated in that 
House. He could not immediately maker ■ 
up his mind on that point*—a point, the do* 
termination on which would involve many*^ 
important consequences. Was a member 
nor at liberty to tell hiiLConstitueiits vihat 
he had tittered in that Ivuse unreprored? 
Many of the points contmne'd in the paper 


of the House to commit for breaches of upon, the table lfac| been axpreaMd by tbw 
privilege in ceitain cases, 6ut as to how worthy hart, iiuhat House; nay,had evert* 
far the e»erciw of such right extended ; been enlarged upon, and supported bjT 
what were'its limits, and whether it applied other members. If the worthy bart 
to cases where redress might lie had in the *a right to givp to his constituenU #Iimt hb 
ordinary course of 'law. lihi.the'^e points, had stated in that House, and laid drtv^ tor* 
which wer# most imnaftant in their na- bes^ood^onsritutionai doc rjne, thenin the’^ 
tare and consequences, there might be ‘ * -- 

much difference offtpimon. These were' 
nbt, therefore y»^estions to be determined 
upon ill 1 rtfsh ant^ even impetuous man¬ 
ner. Though he was no^ called upon to 
say whether he agreed in the Hesoiutiorf 


commencement of his letter he had ndtr 
gode too far in the following pafagrafitlt 
** Gentlemen— -The House of Commoh<\ 
** tiaving passed a Vote, whid|i amounfs trt 
a declaration, that an Order of theirt is 
to be of more weight than Magna Chart#’, 





/' And %b« hyni^lf &e^d, I think h my 
'' doty to Hiy'itiy ientimenta therteoti be- 
" ibf^my'Ji^oastitueilts, whose character 
'''ll fttemeiij ahd even whose personal 
depend in a great degree upon 
Qecisit>n of this question—a question 
**W.IUi leas importance than this, whether 
**• 00 ^ liberty- be stiJJ to be secured by the 
''‘ lawvof our forefathers, or be to lay at 
""the absolute mercy of a part of our fel- 
"ibw-subjects, collected together by 
" means which it is not necessary foir me 
"-to describe rlf he had a righlP to 
convey to his constituents alKhe hacTstated 
in'that House, in thus adverting to what 
ha had openly complaioj^d of, and what 
had been admitted on the other side of 
the House, and defended only on the 
ground of its universality, it was absti¬ 
nence and moderation in the hon. baronet 
to say no more. If a^^mber was to bs 
permitted to tell his constituents what he 
had said in that House unrpproved, where 
was the breach of privilege ip that pas¬ 
sage? Upon this supposition the allusion 
had been made in language which evinced 
great forbearance and moderation. He 
could hot help considering it as astonishing 
that this should have been so readily 
ibitde a matter of cpmplaint after the 
manner in which a celebrated charge of 
bis hon. friend (l^^^docks}, ‘had been 
received, and af|er the cHarge had been 
dnmissed, upon the ground that the prac¬ 
tice wos^universal. The passage which 
he'himself considered as a breach of pri¬ 
vilege, was that in which it was, slated 
that the members of that House “ inflated 
^ with theiv high blown fanciful ideas of 
" Majesty, and tricked out in the trap- 
, " pings of royalty, thought privilege and 
" protection beneath their dignity-—as- 
« sumed the sword of prerogative, and 
“ lorded it equally over the King and 
" people.*’ This he conceived did ainoiltit 
clearly to a breacf' of privilege. {Hear, 
hear, from the j^>inisterial side.] He 
knew not how eV&ciIy to take that ch.ecr, 
but he had stated this fairly, because he was 
apt to'/be sincere. But^with respect to 
other passagesrtherc. vras not a word in 
them but what vvas synonymous with what 
the worthy baronet had said m discussing 
the question of Reform, both in that Hoiuc 
and to his constituents. There 'was no 
pidnt of view therefore in which time w^s 
itbt necessary, in order to arrive at a calm, 
^t^ and dignified conclusionr If he were 
Or Iriend of the right bon. the Chancellor 
of'‘jAe*&cheqaer, he meant a political 


friend**h 
mend to 
think, as 
naged, a 







would moii stronj^ rcoMki'*^ 
to grant time, m all ^ 
e matter was at' present j/a« 
he himself most certymly 
thought, that this was a sup throwmwut to 
an attentive House and an indigiusl^eople. 
[Loud cries of Hear! hear!)^ He really 
had some hopes that the hto. gent, who 
introduced this subject would, upon better 
reflection, second the motion of adjourn¬ 
ment and he was convinced that the hon. 
geiit. would regret afterwards that he had 
pressed the matter at this peri<V:l. He con« 
eluded by moving as an amendment on 
the original question, ** That the debate 
be adjourned till to-morrow se’nnight.” 

• Mr. Ijethbridge then rose and said that 
he should not second the motion. (A 
laugh.) 

The Speaker toformed the bon. member 
that the amendment had been seconded. 

Mr. Lethfji’idge again rose and said, that, 
as the mover of the Resolutions before the 
House, he could not consent to the propo¬ 
sition for adjourning thv> debate.' He had 
most 'certainly, at the time when he 
brought forward the Resoluflbns, been sen¬ 
sible that he was entering upon a grave 
and serious suhjeei; a7id it Itad never been 
in his contoiiiplaMnii tu proceed in i( with 
precipitancy. That had not been at any 
time In'? wish, and he conceived he had 
.placed himself in the hands of the House, 
and that tlic House had df’teniHned for him. 
Further than that, hi* had nf>thing to do 
with the Course, wiiich h-ul been pursued. 
Hut the argnmcnl of the hon. gent w'ho 
had brought fuiwurd the amendment, np« 
poaredTo him to answer itself, as it fur¬ 
nished the strongest ground against agree¬ 
ing to it. The hon. gent, had stated that 
this question was of graver and greater 
imporlance than twenty expeditions, such 
as that to tlie Scheldt, or lo any other 
part of the world. In this sentiment of 
the hon gent, he peifectly coincided; and 
ir tio other argument could be suggested 
for proceeding immediately with the dis- 
cojision, he sffould, upon that alone, re¬ 
fuse his as3?nt to the adjournment. He 
shduld not follow the hon. gent.' through 
the various statements he had gone into, 
nor the able .ar^'Tuments, as he conceived 
them to be, which1fl^l^ been urgdd by him. 
He had but one word'Viore to add, and he 
hhped the House woulV^ believe him as 
sincere in the declaratiunT^^: be b*^lieved 
the hon. gent, to be in gll thz^ad fallen 
from him. The,, hon. ge^l. hdli( stated, 
previously to bis making his raotidn, that 





he(Mri Leti^bridge) bad tiiutll|jiM 
an ^roneat m this bu4||||MtMW tnaf^ 
jes^s miaisters* If he^WNowiVbbHil- 
sel4\e should nevor ceate H aa 

long aiiho lived. He bad aot, however* 
leat himsU^ any maa, nor to any set of 
men. Theniotion he brought forward 
had originatea in his own mindf and he 
had been induced to engage in the pro¬ 
ceeding upon considerations of his own. 

Mr. Cuivjen was ready to avow that he 
should have deprecated the discussion of 
such a question as that under considera¬ 
tion and at such a moment. It was im¬ 
possible that, at a time when the House 
was so W'holly occupied with the conside¬ 
ration of another grave and momentous 
subjec', that tliey could he in a state to 
pronounce a cool and deliberate decision 
upon this (|uestion. On a motion such 
as that, which the House was then dis¬ 
cussing, it was highly desirable that 
neither individual feelings of partiality, 
nor party considerations should influ¬ 
ence theii^judgmeift. That was not a mo¬ 
ment to bring such feelings into a discus¬ 
sion upon a subjcf't like that before the 
House; and he should call upon the right 
hon. the Chancellor uf the Exchequer to 
pause, and to consider the consequences 
that might result trom adopting any pre¬ 
cipitate course on the present 'occasion. 
It was impossible for that right hon. (ent., 
not to see the consequences that must in¬ 
evitably flow from any hasty proceeding 
upon .a question arising out of a breach 
of privilege, which might alarmingly 
agitate the public mind from one end 
of the country to the other. Fdr him¬ 
self, be could most conscientiously state 
that he had not yet made up his mind upon 
the question; and if He should be com¬ 
pelled to vote on that occasion* he must 
say, that it was absolutely impossible for 
him to vote for the motion. Were he to 
vote fur that motion, be should be bound 
to vote also for the stroqg, repr^ensidn 
of the House being expressed respecting 
the author of the paper dpon which (he 
motion was founded. But tthe matter 
would not rest there. The House woSild 
be ohIigeD to resort to some strong ulterior* 
measures; and before tl}ey ^ould be 
driven tonhat awful necessity, ff behoved 
them well and ser^sly to consider whe¬ 
ther the paper cr/mplained of really coh- 
tained .mauW tallinR for the adoption of i 
mea^uresyirom which might arise such a 
feeline^ country,^ as^ h^e* for one* 
woald^most sincerely deprecate. If forced 


fo pm^z-there^e^ in 
wM hw )ntleDUon^lUly, be bad no idfomb-. 
tive* be roust be oompelled to voteegain|t' 
the motion. If time, however* Ao^ 
allowed to gentlemen to make tbeinaelmi** 
fully acquainted with the whole of the 
case* he was persuaded that in such a cue 
there could exist but one opinion upon 
the subject, and that tne decision of the 
House would be unanimous. As to foe ^ 
right of the House to commit them for 
contempt* that was a privilege which it 
iiccemrily must have but it was also a 
privilege whioh should seldom be exer¬ 
cised, never except in cases where it wu 
actually necessary to assert the dignity, 
and to maintain the authority of the ttoueu 
All he asked of the House* therefore* 
that he should not be pressed to a decision; 
ill the unprepared state in which he folt 
hynielf to decide justly. It would have 
been much better tiiat this paper had never 
been noticed* as in that case* he conceiv¬ 
ed *th}t it woufd have soon sunk into ob¬ 
livion; but as It had been brought under 
the cognisance of the House, the honour of 
the House required that some step sboold 
be taken respecting it. With this opinion 
btrongly impressed upon Ljis mind, it was 
his wish not to be forced to a crude and 
premature decisioif. And if many other 
gentlemen wefo, like himself, ready to 
avow that they ^ere u«lk prepared to come 
to a vote upon the question, he wou]^ put 
it to the House whether it was consistent 
with justice or decency to force them to 
it } Never had any question been discuM- 
ed in *tliat House which called for more 
temper, more consideration, or was more 
intimately and essentially connected with 
the honbur and character of the House. ^ 
He should again, therefore, conjure the 
right hon. gent, not to hurry on the que^ 
tion to a decision* A little time wouldT 
clear away the difficqhies with which it 
was at* present cnvelo^d, and lead to an 
opening to measures wl^hmight, perhaps, 
substitute conciliation ^br seventy. In 
his own opinion, the hon. baronet was in 
some degree deserving of the reprehension 
of the House, but that might be so manag¬ 
ed as neither to compromise the dignity of 
lh<i House,' nor traiibgress the boixads of 
justice and innderalion. He would ask foe 
right dbn. cent, how he cOuld answer* at 
a* period when unanimity was more tbRa 
ever desirable, for the irritation and heat¬ 
ed feelings which amy other coarse WQu]d 
be likely to produce in the'country } 
notwithstanding, the right (ton* 





d^utd persi^i^iil^^g on the dcciatoo. 
oh hioi eloi^ tiMt>U the respoiui- 
bilUy for t^c eoiMequences. He w»a well 
pf^fcbe sound mind and good sense of 
tt^l Mople of this coumry; and though he 
evpind allow they might be led astray by 
dicepdoD or passion, be was yet convinc¬ 
ed that, if that House would shew that it 
WM actuated only* by a sense of its own 
dignityt without any reprd to more par- 
tSTand confined considerations, the na¬ 
tion would cheerfully acquiesce in its deci- 
skin. Butin order J.D produce this efFebs, it 
was necessary to prove tothe^ublic that, in 
the exercise of its power or privileges, that 
Ifeose was not influenced by any feeling 
against an individual, butreally anp sincere¬ 
ly consulting its own dignity and cbaraotcf. 
On every ground, therefore, it was his opi¬ 
nion that they/>ughtto proceed calmly, de¬ 
liberate, anddispdssionaSely on this quev 
tion. Ine House coulh* not but recollect, 
that, in consequence of being led away 
by a contrary feeling, its'Journals hid 
been disgraced by proceedings which, 
though subsequently expunged by a suc¬ 
ceeding House, would ever reflect discre¬ 
dit upon that which had sanctioned them. 
He alhided to tfa^ proceedings against Mr. 
Wilkes, in which, by giving way to the 
influence of fiselings of hostility "towards 
the individual, the House haH b^en carried, 
into a course of subversive of 

the fundamental ^inciples of its constitu¬ 
tion, Thongh parliament had afterwards 
expunged from its journals the record of 
these oppressive and unconstitutional mea¬ 
sures, still the remembrance of what then 
' passed survived, and should be a warning 
to all future parliaments, not to give way 
to such feelings, or precipitately to*decide 
upon questions of a similar oescription. 

had been one of those, who voted 
against all the arbitrary measures which 
bad been resorted to on that occasion; 
and, on the same principle, now besought 
the right hon. geiit/^t to press precipi¬ 
tately forward the Ultimate decision upon 
a question of so mu( h inlportance to the 
reputation and honour of that House. He 
'trusted the example to which he had al¬ 
luded would never be imitated. If the 
House were to come to a decision upqn 
tins question it should be such decisioi^ 
as would be consistent with justice (o the 
individual and a proper regard to the dig-*- 
nky of the House. No such decision how- 
could, in the present instance, bet] 
impartially or dispassionately pronounced. 
Ai a^jmember of that House, therefore. 


who, bi4 the hoaov mm* 4a 

it, had need by any faal** 

ings Vichment, or party !d4« 

rpats— wim had UDiformly, oa all jNcca* 
sions, and under all circuoistaacea^given 
his vote to the best of his judgnsm, and 
according to the dictates of hu^nscience, 
with a view to the common mtorests of the 
country^who felt himself unprepared at 
present to give any vote satisfactory to his 
own mind, but who was anxious to pro¬ 
nounce judgment on the real merits of the 
case, he called upon the House of Com¬ 
mons to allow a small portion of time for 
the more mixture consideration of this 
roost serious and important question. 

Mr. Owen hoped that the House would 
decide, and that without further ^elay, 
upon the question under discussion. The 
real question now was, whether the 
House was to suiler iU<.lf to be intimida¬ 
ted, whether any man should henceforth 
be at liberty to reflect most grossly upon 
its rights and privileges? He trusted, 
therefore, that the llous? would have the 
courage to assert its unquestionable rights, 
and not compromise its character by de¬ 
ferring the decision of the question before 
them. Ilk felt astonishment at the 
amendment which had been moved: but 
he had been still more astonished at hear¬ 
ing the right hon. gent. (Mr. Sheridan), 
whonf he had been accustomed to listen 
to with respect upon all constitutional 
subjects, represent the present as a ques¬ 
tion of no urgent nature or importance. 
(Hear, hear.) He could assure gentlemen 
that he was not to be intimidated from 
doing his duty. The right hon. gent, 
had certainly said that the question was 
not of any urgency. The hon. gentle¬ 
man who followed, had however oh 
the contrary stated, that in bis opinion 
this question was of much more mo¬ 
ment than the discussion of the me¬ 
rits of the Expedition to Waloheren. 
The question, in his mind, whether his 
Maje&ty’s ^ministers were culpable or not 
in the conduct' of that Expedition, was 
not to be put|in dbmpetition with .a ques-' 
tion,- whether tbeHou^e of Commons was 
to remain independent, whether it was 
to preserve its^ pjr^ilegefi and authority, 
or to be lAafc dowlK^y personad intimi¬ 
dation. Whether suclK^attempts were to^ 
roK^eed from members d(^ that House, or 
persons out of it, be trusted the ||ouse 
had courage enough to repress tfli^. He 
agreed that this,nuestioii was of timet 
the^importance of discussion respect* 
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ifig ifac ExpwlktoiSi. BttI th«mjfpM«iit 
which had bean urged for dela^jappeared 
to^m extraordinary; as if inJead the 
dele Jr of a few hours, before thly*shouid 
come «n a decision on the discuAlon res^ 
peeling Expedition, would let the 
evidence ouv.of the minds of gentlemen. 
The statement in the paper, which was 
the foundation of the charge, that the Bill 
of Rights was made a bi 11 o f wrongs, was su f- 
ficient to justify the House in proceeding. 
But that was not all; the paper stated that 
the exercise «f the privileges of the House 
of Commons was subversive of the laws 
and constitution of the country. Was 
that a proposition to be passed over with 
impunity; was that a question, which 
they should not seize the earliest opportu¬ 
nity of deciding upon? It would have a 
very injurious effect upon the minds of the 
people, if the House of Commons should 
imprison a person not a member, for a 
libel, and not dare to notice one of its 
own members for the came offence. The 
decision upon this cpiestion would, he was 
confident, inrreasa those sentiment-) bf at¬ 
tachment to the constitution, which he 
knew to exist in the different parts of the 
country with which'he was acquainted. 
He thought the passage in which it was 
asserted, ” that that House lorded it over 
the king and the people,’' was a fjioss 
libel upon the House of Commons. *He 
trusted, tbeiefore, that the House would 
do itsdutv, and neither be intimidated by 
a fear qf ttie people, nor influenced by feel¬ 
ings of respect for any individual, to defer 
the consideration of so important a ques¬ 
tion. 

Mr. WMtbrrad begged pardon of the 
hou. gent, who had just spoken, if he 
codld^ot, in the outsrt'of nhat he had to 
say, repress himself with the same clear¬ 
ness in his own words, as by adopting the 
language of his right hon. friend (Mr. She¬ 
ridan) and saying, tliathe had never risen 
to speak on a subject of greater i^iiport* 
ance. Such were the woids of his right 
hon. friend, which that hdn. gent, had 
greatly injs-stated, when he said that his 
right hon.*friend had represented the quds* 
tion as one of a light nature. It was be¬ 
cause the subject svas no*Jtghtbut mo- 
mementou^that he rose then to ask, as be 
had done last ni^t, for some delay 
before he should lb called upon for hij 
vote. 1^ jusve^ to the hon. member 
who origimited the motion, he muet say 
that it not his wish a( hratlo proceed 
precipitately with the question* But to tfaif 


right |||> the C^nneeHor of thtt* 
qoef; mm was mainly mierested to 
(juestion already nnder discussion, a qnw 
tion, which the hon. gent who had 
sat down, considered comparatively ligKt^ 
was to be ascribed the precipitancy witS 
which the discussion was pushed forward. 
The question whi(*h had so long occupied 
the whole attention of that House, so fes 
from considering tight, he regarded as otid 
oCthe greatest moment, as well to faisma* 
jesty's ministers as to himself. (Hear, hear, 
fronfthe ministerial benches.) He despised 
such feelings ds appeared to give rise to 
the cheer, and would repeat that the qdea« 
tion was of moment to him, because ft 
was desirable to every honest man tO 
bif allowed time to be in full possessioh 6t 
every thing that could enable him to fbmi 
an impartial judgment. ^The House would 
gwe him credit,* was sure, when be 
said that the question before it was mo¬ 
mentous thougn^not pressing. He saw no 
reasoi^ why the same time should not be 
allowed now, as when the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and Ihe lord viscount Cas- 
ilereagh were last session charged with a 
breach of the privileges of that House. 
The right hon. gent, would •recollect, that 
when that charge ji^d been first brought 
forward, he ro^ in his place, and amr 
stilting that, he wan ta|^en by surpriat, 
made his bow, and retired,; aner which a * 
delay of five days was allowed before he 
made his defence. He had votfld in the 
minority on that occasion; and to the de¬ 
cision pf the House in that instance, 
ami the conduct of his Majesty's mi¬ 
nisters, they were to look for the degra- 
tion of House of Commons in the 
opinion of the people* The House would * 
also recollect the case when viscount 
Casilereagh was charged with bartering^ 
for a scat in that House, and was sheltered 
by the amendment of a tight hon. g^nt. 
(Mr. Gannitig) not thpn jn his place! 
That proceeding, couple H with the resolu¬ 
tion of 1779, which madit such a practice 
a breach of the privileges of that House# 
had mainly contributed to the lamentable 
degradation of parliament. He begged 
also to remind the House of the threat re¬ 
specting the dissolution of parliament, 
thiv>wu ^out by the same ri^ht hon. geAt 
shortly after he came into office, and of ^ 
the? realising of that threat soon after l^y 
the actual dissolution of parliament; and 
then toiask, to whom was the degradation " 
of parliament to be attributed ^ On the pro-^ 
sent question then, of so much importanca • 
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W the iadcpeiidfnoc of that 
the intereftU of the nation^ he askev^r time 
to coqsiUer it satficiently. The same ap- 
pllctLtioa he had made 24 hours before, 
ftndin the period that had since inter- 
venedi he had not had time to consider 
the subject. In this respect the hon. gent, 
opposite, and his friend, had the ad¬ 
vantage of him. He had marked the pas- 
ifliges specified by the hon. mover, but had 
|ioC yet been able to look into them. J[n 
this situation, he could not think of decid¬ 
ing upon extract%made by any gentfAnan 
however honourable, without being able 
to refer at the same time to the context. 
The House would recollect the nature 
of the speech of the gallant general (Crau- 
furd) last night, who had produced a cafn- 
paign of his own instead of the imaginary 
campaign of<he noble lord, and concluded 
with an amendment expressive of the ap¬ 
probation of the conduct of his Majest) *» 
tnittisters, without any oiu* docuinciit or 
argument produced in thVir j^stifu^ation. 
Whilst the honourable and gallant general 
was proceeding through the details of bis 
campaign, be could not but think that 
every hon. otlircr who had served on the 
Expedition wquid have wished fur moun¬ 
tains to cover, or seas to oveiwhelin him, in 
order to escape the incfignaiiori of ilie pub¬ 
lic. When charg ed with a n^ish to delay 
the discussion on «fe lioitlluct of tlic Ex¬ 
pedition, the right hon. gent, (the Chan¬ 
cellor bfrthe Exchequer) opposite had re¬ 
ferred to his conduct during the whole 
of the investigation to prove the contrary. 
He was ready to admit, that the noble 
lord, not then in his place, ^lord Castle- 
reagh) had conducted himself with great 
propriety tbroughoqt the whole*^ of these 
pioceedings. But when the right hon. 
regent, referred to the papers not yet de¬ 
livered from the printer’s as furnishing, if 
he were so dispose^, a cause of deliiy, he 
must observe that) whatever might»bc the 
abilities of that ri^t hon. gent., he could 
do but one thin^ at a time. It was the 
opinion of a great man,' that that was the 
manner in which all things were done. As 
they were not pressed for time as to the 
present question, there was no ground for' 
interrupting that in which tbe House.bad 
been previously engaged. , When fjhe 
4lotice of the fiiotion bad been ^iveii by 
tbe, hon. gent., it was suffered to lie over 
for twenty-four hours. Why, then, not lie. 
over for a longer period ? He gave the hon. 
gent. (Mr. Lethbridae) credit, when he 
sjiidf that he had not lent* himself to any 
1 > 


man in tl^ course he had taken; but he 
must befallowed to add, that the boo. 
membefpiad allowed himself to b^in- 
fluencedmy the Chancellor of the E|(che- 
quer, who bad taken advantage o^is fa¬ 
cility. The hon. mender uai willing 
to allow time, but the right h^fn. gent, had 
availed himself of this question as a God¬ 
send, in the same manner as a drowning 
man would catch at a straw, in the desperate 
hope that it would afford him a short re¬ 
spite from the impending decision upon 
his conduct. It was an oldcsaying, that 
many things happened between the cup 
and the lip, so also did many things hap¬ 
pen between the halter and the gallows. 
(Hear, hear!) He did not mean to say, 
if he was to go to the extremity, that the 
right hon. gent, was entitled to be be¬ 
headed, neither had he meant to apply 
the allusion to him. Gentlemen might 
recollect the case of a soldier, who, on the 
retreat in Spain, iiad been tried by a 
court marliai for some heinous offence, 
and sentenced to be ehot. The detacli- 
mcut*of cavalry was drawn up for this 
execution; but, fortunately, the enemy 
came in sight; the cavalry escaped, the 
culprit whs put on horse, and fled with 
the rcikt, and so the whole ended.—As he 
liu.’ited the House of Commons would 
never shew any fear, so also he hoped that 
it i^ould not manifest either favour or 
partiality to any person. He thought 
the House, by acquitting the right bon. 
gentleman last session, had shewu such 
partiality, and thereby contributed to that 
degradation into which some persons sup¬ 
posed the public to consider it as fallen. 
The right hon. gent, had certainly not 
been charged with a breach of the privi* 
leges of that llouSe. Lord Castl^a]gh, 
iiowever, had, and if not for the ^ntle- 
manly terras in which he made his excuse 
winch disarmed the resentment of the 
House, and the atueiidmcut of a right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Canning) which gave rise to 
a Coinage of a new word, in the language 
o^ the right hon. gent. lest a mistakeable 
record shoqjd appear upon the journals,” 
he must have been convicted. ' But the 
right hon. gent, desired that'the House 
should not suif^, itself /o be intimidated. 
For himself, he b^uld say, that he had 
never at any time i^en afraid to avow 
his sentiments. Yet atahe same time that 
be would not be intimhk^ed from ex¬ 
pressing his sentiments, he ^^iJ not be 
intimidated to act with a false enrage, or 
to do* a thing in order to sbewShat he 
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durst do \t i nor to do any thin^ which, in 
hts best conviction, he should not think 
—If he were the only ottcj who was 
l^o^/^lnd had not an opportunny to be, 
'ac<jtiai*»ted with the paper, then he mi"l» t he 
the only u‘'c who sho'ild vote for adjourn- 
nieiit, and 0 .' a ground which to him ap¬ 
peared uiiansm^rable ; but he had another 
ground, arising out of the good feelings of 
the hon, mover ami seconder. When he 


I Whom he saw before him -^whether sutfR 
a practice would be allowed-in 
of justice: whether, on a Inal iW-bn^ 
offence, it would be tolerated to gWetd 
evidence a previous act whieli had nevf^ 
been r|iiestioned ? lie was bold enough 
to difli‘r from the honoundi’e barotiet, 
though he nuist a ImiU that he had not 
read Ins stab ment. flc l*ad heard tHfc 
speech of that hon. baronet with attend 


heard tbc%c hon. gentlemen, in stating tion, but \;i'houi being convinced. Thai 
their s'»utimtnt8, alhidc to combinations in speech appeared to him an able one, but 
that IIouse,*and tlie spiiit ot jacobinism ihc^’eat fault lit founeV with it waS/that 
out of it, he couM scare* ly hcliexe tliat he his prepO'iiliott would not, if agreed to, 
was not listening to tlie org'ins of the late alls jure tlieoliject of the hon. baronet^ 
Mr. YorI*e; (he berged |>i rdon) ot t!ie one step. He also found (ault with his 
bile member fni Cam!widj,eshire. *riii+» bavin*; |>ubli’»hed in bis Aiguinent any 
wa^ the legacy b«que'iM*ed to that House thing whieh he bid not stated in hiS 
by the Teller of the K\ehcqum'. (Hear,^ speech, ^^hell he biought forward his proi- 
hcar') That light lom. piUtleman had posiitou. ^ 

made a compl: int .u^lln^tJ^dln Gale Jones •Anoilicr com^la/iit he hid to make 
who niid" a rcf'cetf'd apology at the bir, ac^ainst tlie hon. baronet uas lb it when 
(No, no') Ay lie v.as infoP'^ied that |*cr- hej)ubli Jiid In^sLettci and .\rgument, he 
Son ba'! con-i'i. t^-il him elf uith bcconnng piofijsMl v» publish the .substance of his 
propriety and drei^iMi at the hu, and cm ‘'pecch. He Juul read the Letter, and 
that ground u n.'s Ins opinion <:l the time Uioughtthat there was noihing in it which 
tint lie sInmM be dnih.ircod. lac'v any county member mifilu not have ad- 


tlihig that had since been dene oji the sub- 
je<t tended, step by ^tep, to make Jones a 
guMter peisoivi^c than he couh! other 
wise h lie hop il to btcoriie —li w n< I 
his intcnfio'.i I’ll n to give an* dpinioi 
to the vii lit <»l tin* Ilona* to < o.niiiit fol 
co5*tenij)t; tint opinion he h»id boliio 
8liH‘d, and it was no* neces**an fir him to 
repi'tiJ if. lb' beg,,ed lieu* lio\\e\pr to 
rv*tniii fo V h »t In* hail lueii duos a olf 
from longer ihr.'i lie had inlendi^d ; the 
allusions of the lion. gent. (Mr. T/tli- 
biidgc) to c unhuMtions in lliat IJouse. 
Tl^e bun. member Ind aul fh it on lu^.'i in^ 
certain ®lalc*M'nt-. in that House, he was 
.so aflected it his h nr sfo* d en ojjd, (A 
laugh.) Non that the House knew that he 
had the gift of Imgu.age (though indeed 
Ire had heard that hon. gent, before make 
a i.ioiiop r*'s:jcripigdoiih!e*-biriellod gun *) 
be Tiosted tin*" h« would not hen*after ie« 
main s.h‘*il; but when he became sensible 
of ibN vijiblc cfihi t suir r his i^or.il t lovtr- 
come bis jJiy‘*ical iinpiv'shnis, and inove^ 
thitthe terril)'u y words ba taken doivn. 
It would eertam^ l)c '.. *svery account 
desirable'*that he '•hould not suffer the 
agitating word I to fetnain in oblivion fpr 
three weeks, and then make the unfortu¬ 
nate utterer them become the objer t of 
another cNarge, by bringing them 1n judg¬ 
ment against him. ^(Ilcarl hear!) lie 
«hoii1d appeal to tfiat htiKli of law'yers 
>01 . x> 1, 


dresst'd to his constitutnls. Having read 
the Letter, ht put the Argument in his 
I pocket, supposing /it to be the same as 
the sjjeecn wjnch he had hcird. Ort 
coming doim to »lic House, h >wevcr, he 
was c.foniud that a notirp had been given 
<d' the iiK/lion by liie hon. member. 
^Vhen he head he though# that tho 
in itter would soon he over, as he did not 
think tji**ic was any I* iiig c\cc| tionable 
in tile ‘pr(<h. Hut he win aileiwards 
infoioied that thcie wiTe many tilings in 
the Ai^^umeiit whiih weio not in the 
speech ; a‘id it v/a»<ipon tlie j^round that* 
lie was not [‘ie,.'‘ud to tive an opinion 
upon any o K oi tl.<''C‘n w passages, thati 
he xv-licd f r tnc idjoiiiiimdit of the dit* 
cus u>ii. It aas impossible to to s'ly tiiak 
any one pissage was a libel, e itlii ut coii- 
sklcring tl ** wl* »Ie, end a^Ct'.tun.ng how 
each might be'C’sfduini d oi u'o'o.idby 
the content or oth r pa * '4 .-w *r ♦! ' puper, 
Tiu't he shoul 1 do. if alloc. I iiiiu to 

(onu'Kr th( pqur, bat if m', b ■ suoahl 

not bedtiventfj V')‘( for the lb solutions of 
tli^3» lion g< Ml. As a juryman,'and he 
!ook''rkupoii the llonse as in that instance 
called upon to pr if u*m tiie functions of 
juryin*m, he should, in case of any doulrf, 
feel himself bound to pronounce the party 
ihnortnt. Others were no jdoubt ia the 
same situation with him ; and he had rfo 
hesitation in salting, that any lion, ufomv, 

r 
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ber who felt a douhtupoii the subject was enough to^aintain its rights and privi- 
bound to say not guitiy. leges. 

What detriment, then, he would ask. Sir Joshh Yorke, unaccustomed as/hc 
could result from agreeing to the adjourn- had been*o address that House, stiU' did 
metit of this discussion r All gentlemen not think it would require much jroility 
were not so highly gifted as the right to refute the arguments of the^Mn> gent- 
bon. gent., to comprehend the details of who had just sat down, anLwho had so 
two important sulyects at once. They freely criticised the conduct of every 
had not, as that right hon. gent, seemed ineinhcr whom he had thought fit to au¬ 
to have, celK in their brains for the re- vert to. Thehoii.g^nt.aniongothercri- 
ception of dillbt cut kinds of evidence, nyr ticisins, had alludea to a legacy which 
that constituliun of intellect u Inch enabled had been bequeathed to that House by 
him to cast shade's over one descripiion the Teller of the Exchequer, the lats 
of evidence, uhiNt he apjdicd his aiten- member for Cambridgeshire. He could 
lion to another, and then td withdraw assure that hon. gent, that whatever le- 


these shades at will, for the purpose of 
proceeding to the ronsiiler.uiqn of the 
temporarily secluded subjects. When the 
right hon. gent, therefore, called upon 
tile House, not possessing the same ad- 
vantages with huilsel^ to divide their at¬ 
tention between two questions, he was 
doing an injury to the House, to each in¬ 
dividual in the House, ^nd ^to tj) Vhc 
nation. But whatever eflect the right 
hon. gent. mit*lu have expected from this 
interruption, he tiusted he would he dis¬ 
appointed as well witliin as without the 
walls of that l[ouse. lie might su]>po>c 
that the public would he dr;tractcd by 
this que.stion from paying the '‘Ume atten¬ 
tion, wiiieh it w^o ufd ot ficrvvise devote 
to the que.stion in' ^\T7irii*‘ that right hon, 
gent, was so deeply and personally in¬ 
terested.* But the public he hclie>ed 
to be too wise to give into that delusion. 
The right hon. g( nl. would gain Imi a 
short re.spitc belbrc tlie drrisien* should 
be pronounced upon liimsulf. The lion, 
baronet too had strong claims on the 
^ House not to pvocce*^ precipilatefy in this 
question. The House of Commons, whose 
, J'ights and privileges were interested no 
less tlian the freedom of the people in the 
decision, had claims upon that House to 
proceed calmly and deliberately, not 
rashly and precipitately. When the ho¬ 
nourable baronetJi.id made his motion for 
the liberation of Jones,'he was not con¬ 
vinced by his speccli, but had voted for 
(he discharge of Jonc.s, because his 
previous cunniiement appeared suilicient 
punishment, because his oflencc w'as light, 
and because he had conducUd himself 
respectfully vAicn at the bar of that 
House, lie WMS sure if the right was irt)t 
consistent wdlh law*, that the House of 
Commons was too liberal not to relinquish 
it; but if .on' the contrary, liie right was 
legal, that House would ulivays be bold 


gacy was bequeathed by the late member 
for Cambridgeshire, would be remember¬ 
ed with respect by that House. Certain 
he was, that it must be as good as any 
that proceeded from a brewer of bad 
porter. [Here a general cry of Order, 
order ! Chair, chair ! coin’nued for some 
mrniitcs; several members of the opposi¬ 
tion benches at the same time standing 
up in tlioir places to s^^eak to order.] 

JMi-t Whitbread^ as soon as silence could 
be obtained, ro'^o and declared, that what- 
ei cr might be tlie emotions felt by his lio -1 
iiourablo VriemN, as to the language which 
had been used, lie could assure the House, 
that he was in no other way afiecled by it 
llianns aiiadesmati, and in that capacity 
lie iftought the hon. gent, had no right to 
hold him out as a brewer of bad porter. 
He only hoped, that, as the hon. gent. 
coneei\ed so bad an opinion of him in 
supposing that he had so far deviated 
from the piercpUand practice of his father, 
that he* would do liia poiler the Justice to 
inakcatiial of it. If the hon. member 
should order ac,*^k of it, he would under¬ 
take to furni‘'li hiin with the best, and *a!l 
he should ask m return was, that he would 
giv#* it to the electors of Cambridgeshire 
to drink the health ul' their late mcMuber. 
(A laugh.) Tlie Cry of Order, order! 
Chair, (hair ! again repealed, when 
Blr. Cfoker rose. (The calls upon the 
ch/iir were rcnlfewed.) 

The Speaker then observed, that unless 
any other honourable member rose to or* 
der, the lion. gent. (Mr. Croker) was in 
possession ofth&Jlousc.* 

liord Milton then rose and sifid, that in 
order to preserve tliat decorum which 
ohghtto prevail in the (liscussions in that 
House, he felt liiinself Dound tq move 
that tliie hon. gcnl.'s words'^ be taken 
down.. * « , 

* JMr. Wuihnadn^f wish, as 1 am sme I 
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feel perfect goiul humour on this subject; 
and the hon. gent, us 1 perceive by his 
coui?tenance, is restored to traptimllity, 
the Houscwould not call for any apology : 

1 require none on this occasion—(Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr, Cvokevt who had before oflei ed him¬ 
self to tile atten^on of the [louse, then rose 
and being requested by the Speaker to 
proceed, observed, that the fraternal feel¬ 
ings of the hon. gent, (sir J. Yorke) af¬ 
forded a sufllcient apology for the lan¬ 
guage he liad^nadc uscof^ considering the 
manner in which his hon. relative had 
been alluded to by the hon. gent. (Cries 
oFquestion! question!) lie had e\|)ocvefl 
some indulgence from the good liiiin<)iir*| 
of the genticnaen opposite, and asked iliem 
iftlicy had tailed as clamorously tor the 
question, when the hon. gent, had so evi¬ 
dently wandered from the subject before 
them } In deviating from the qiu'stion, 
that hon. member had used as rude and 
unparliamcuury language as had been em¬ 
ployed on Ibis sid**of the Tloiise. One 
would have imagined, from the speech of 
the hon. gent., that the queUion now be- 
^rc them was of such a nature that nobody 
could decide upon it without the utmost 
diflicully. lie was sure it must be other¬ 
wise with the hon. member, if he only con¬ 
sulted his own library. What irrfact was 
tlic question r Whelher this publicafion 
was unconstilutional or not ? Whether it 
was allowable for any member of that 
House to arraign its proceedings, and to 
appeal from their autlioiily to the opi¬ 
nions of the puldic ? The question did 
not require a moment’s didiliefaliori. 
The hon. member had said, that he 
was not to be intimidated from stating 
his Moubts or opinions* on this subject, 
however those opinions might lean; ** nor 
am I (said Mr. Crokcr) to be clamoured 
into silence by any outcry or monosyl¬ 
lable, unaccompanied by any argument.” 
'J'hc question was one of.the most im-' 
porlant, he admitted, that ever CEfhie be¬ 
fore the House, but it was infportant with 
respect to, the privileges, the •existence, 
and dignity of that House. * 

The hon.' baronet had spoken in the 
House on the subjchct of the pommitment 
complained* of, but he had not dared to 
utter those sentiments, nor to employ those 
expressions that he had since sent forth to* 
the public. He had published, however, 
in the shape of an Argument, wiia^ pro¬ 
fessed to be a speech spoken in*the l]ouse 
of Commons, and which from its nature* 


he dared not have uttered in his placed 
Had he spoken such a speech in his place, 
he was contident that he would have been 
immediately called to order, ami con¬ 
victed of a violation of the privilege of 
parhament. Were they to be told in 
Id 10 that a privilege that had been claim¬ 
ed and enjoyed from the movt remote pe- 
iiod was a iiansgrcssion ofthe constitution, 
or a violation otlhe lights ofthe people? 
What he would ask, was the proposition 
stated by (he hon. baron, t? That wc 
raniidt commit strangeii lor contempt. 
He had ^latid,4liat wint was done unani- 
iiimisly, in a very numerous meeting of 
the House, \\ hero all the talent and weight 
of the lioiivc was combintd, when both 
suit"- ofthe IToueweie agrccil, he had 
stated that that act was an illegal one, 
andcontraiy to therights^of tlfe ]>eople.-~ 
Thci e wasa w ant ol’t p^te as well as of judg¬ 
ment on the pait ofthe wortiiy baronet. 
He at defiancp the unanimous decibion 
of tIiatJIouv 2 ; he condimned it as a vio¬ 
lation of the constitution, and, instead of 
openly and candidly avowing tins senti¬ 
ment in the House itself, uhcie he ought 
to have sought his redress, ho libels their 
proceedings before the public, and de¬ 
clare'* that piocecdipg to be a violation 
ofthe rights of/he people—a sentiment 
whuh he dawd not h ivr avowed m that 
[louse. The passages that had been ob¬ 
jected to were bO clearly libellous, that no 
comment was lequired to prove iliein so. 
lie should not enter minutely into a de¬ 
tail of jhose exjiressions or semiments. 
Tiic genllemen opposite w'ere not una^ 
ware of tlieir libellous tendency, and he 
should le^ye them to fight it out among 
themselves, which were constitutional, and 
which not. “ I appeal” (said Mr. Crokcr) 
" to you, Mr. Speaker, without entering 
into any laboured argument; I appeal to 
you, whose authoriiy and signature he 
has traduced, whether if he, had dared to 
have made use of such expressions before 
you, you W'ould ho): have felt it your duty 
to have called him to order, ns you did 
once before this session, wiieii he was pro¬ 
ceeding to indulge in invective against 
Iho dignity and character of this [louse. 
He has so fardegraded the dignity of the 
[louse, ^nd the authoiityof the chair, as 
to represent your warrant, hir, as a piece 
of flnsealed jiapcr, with your name af¬ 
fixed, denying it any weight or autho¬ 
rity. He has called it an unlawful in- 
strumeiii. I appeal to the House, if I ut¬ 
tered any such danguago within these 
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walls whether you would not have deem- 
cil it not only highly ineguinraiul uiipar- 
liamentary, but a libel on the House. Rut 
I appeal further to the IImu-jC, if tlie sen¬ 
timents of tlie hoii. haroiit'l on tills sub¬ 
ject are noi ui‘U kiiouii, .iiul if they-aie 
not {iucli . 1 * rrijuiii' no attempt to piove 
the applic itOii ou imflency <if tin* lan- 
gnroje In* niiploV' (Older, Onlrr, from 
ficyer.d mins'*) I insi^^l that we *!o 
kno\\ hi-* Fens:jne‘-*!s, because tliey h.wo 
been avoue.l hefoie, ami iherrf'ort* 1 run 
not to In* cuiltil o.dei : While iniftibly 
su|»;joriiiu^ the \'ol the cluur, and 

tin ,’uv h. ^ of tins Hoiuo, I aip not/ I 
cntit( ihI, tmi of oi'ici. 1 ?uy huiuldy, fur 
J do not think either tin* diginty el' the 
chais, or the hoiamr of tlie llou'^e, stand 
in iited ol sutii ilefeiider.s/' There could 
he no doubt** oI ije* ipu-stitui, unless the 
form*, and privileger^of the House r.ere 
wholly chaiig((l. Whatever the piiiui- 
ple of the coinmitnKi.t ijiight lie, there 
could l)e no doubt <»f tli** i!h% 4 ulity,of the 
Aroiimenl, aod tin* c-oneiuslons adopted 
by the worthy baroil.t; there could he 
no douht, lint the pajser \\..s a most a\i- 
ilaeiuus hbel. It would be tiivsoiae, and 
still more olbu'.nc than tiresome to the 
House, to r .al all th^* ohje(’riiJi:..l)le [sa - 
sagos. '1 (le geutiehi. II ,o[)p<'^ite admit 
tliaf thtir i.diuls u^vjjiade ii]) on the 
sulijeet; they .yluut that the pnhlieation 
is u liijfl, fmd yet they well tiir delay ; 
they with Ou* furtiur lime to imiuire into 
it. If the libel was admitted, what occa¬ 
sion \Mi> lliuie for farlhi'rtiineto cimsider? 
The hon. buit.di<l r»ot merely excite oppo¬ 
sition to I he procei'diiigs ofthe I {ouae,but he 
cndcavomvd to entail upon it jConleiiipt 
and dishonour.—]l^ie the right lion. 
Tnoinhor quoted the puwage in which the 
House is repicsent.d as inflated with tlieir 
high-l>i<.wu. iancifnl ideas of Majesty, and 
tricked out in ilic trapping'* of royally, 
thinking privilege and protection'bincath 
their dignity, assuming the sword of pre- 
rogaiivc. and lording it Equally over the 
king and tin* people. He al'Jo lead the 
J'l;l^age in whieli jciipturc langu.age was 
employed, (»'od shall .smile thee thou 
winU'd wall/' &e. (alaugli,)_ fieutlenicii' 
might laugh, but the hon. baronet (Kiuld 
Use .icript.jM language when* it suited 4xis 
purpose, and that those gentlemen who 
were disposed to laugh might feel the rull 
cxieiil of its design and application, he 
should ri ad ilic paragraph prcctdiifg. 
The* evident pttrpo e ofthe paisage Was, 
tiiftt unless the House shbuld revert to its 


old practice, it must draw down upon it¬ 
self that sentence of St, Paul alluded to.- 
If the House was to revert to its ancient 
practice,' w*as not that a condemnation of 
its present conduct } Was it not a libel on 
the House to state, that their practice and 
conduct would lead to such coiiM*quences? 
Such, however, was the i^’xirit and ten¬ 
dency of the whole of the pamphlet. If 
the hon. gcnllcmea Oj)p<»aic \\i.shc*<l for 
time to con.suU'i* and crilici.se tliis pam¬ 
phlet f*)r the purpose of doing away its 
libellous passages, a v\c( k, e-vena month 
would he too little? tor tliat purpo.*-c, so 
numerou.s and so pointed w*cie the ob¬ 
noxious passage's. He did not speak 
iVom any feeliugH of ho.sMiity t(» the wor¬ 
thy b. rmet, but from an alKcticn for the 
constitution and the di;j*iiv of the Hous(*. 
The original dibvnssion had been a month 
ago before the llouv' ^et no one had 
ever doubted ofthe rigln d'the House lo 
ex* rcise the power it had done on ihii oc¬ 
casion, with the solitary cxeepimn of a 
imhle lord opposite (tord Eu!l.c.slon.‘) to 
\^ho.^e consistency, llierefoiv, on thi.s ac¬ 
count, he gave some credit; and wcie 
ttu'y then to postpone the prv*ent ques^ 
tiun, on which, judging fioin the funner 
decision of the House, so liule diversity 
of opinion could possibly .su.nist ? fic 
would therefore give liis vote against the 
amendment. 

Sir .S\ liomilfj/ thought tin* Hou.se called 
on, out of respix'l to ils own iharacter, to 
deliberate longer before they should come 
to any dccis'on in thi.H case. Though 
they " Cffi here judges from necessity, yet 
let them not forget that they were judges 
in their ow'n cau.se. This was a time, at 
which they were called on not sharply to 
catch at every su]>posed or apparent vio¬ 
lation of their privileges, bnt to protect 
them wdth temper and moderation, never 
over-stepping the liberal and substantial 
rules of justice. M ith all the pains he 
had bveii aide.to bestow, in the short pe¬ 
riod he had it in his power, on the reading 
of the publication in qmstion, he hud 
con&idcrabiic doubt in dcclaringdhat it was 
a^^'hol. If he should be compoiied to 
come to a vote on it that night, he must, 
on every prmciple of law, and from con¬ 
siderations of substantial justice, as prac¬ 
tised in the courts in which he iiad been 
educated, say that it was not a libel, be¬ 
cause so long as he remained in ^oubt he 
must, •of necessity, incline lo the side of 
innocence! was not a person to conic 
*to the decision of a question of this kind 
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^vitU that sharp retort, auiJ witii that 
heated temper, which &ome gentlemen 
fseeined to have brought along with them. 
He begged ot them to coim tothcdcci- 
Mon nt tne question now bcloie them with 
temper and moderation. Theiewas not 
a man who wished more thm he did to 
hold a high c»|pckovei attacks on the ])ii- 
vilcges ol lh.it House. So iw, lin\c>ei, 
tioin pioUct'iig theip piivik^is, by ac¬ 
ceding to the pioposcd ResolutionV In 
w IS sUisficd that to do so would hn\e a 
Goutrai^r ti£ct. He was told tha* iht 
House was not to listen to the 1 mi'uage 
ol iiitiiuidatioii. He eonfe sed tint ho 
had not couiac^u, considniuj wh\t lind 
laloly parsed at the nmucioiia nine t- 
iiigs ihioughout tiu foniitn, iii wholi 
opinion , 111 maiiv instance unuiiiioii'* 
OIK s on gland public qut suons, wi le de- 
ela d coiitruy (o tin de. isioiis cl th tt 
House, to touiend that the mijOfly nt 
th.il Un must he e«inct, i dlln ^ic 
bod^ ot \c iiilioiiui *11^,0 in -it ip Ins 
OiVii Opinion, h id (a oi igin div loi in< d one 
in lUosc III ijoiitics, a^c.nst the vtf<c nl 
tne *1 ition 

^ Tue Ihmst w \s now piorecdi i/, h^w- 
cvii, to dispose oi tiu pus lA <j' st >ii 
witho iL beini; leiuiaul} ici^ mitt d \itth 
the liui nilnie uul led It i > *^1 it 

He thiiii^ht liL sli'*ild b ihh lo sitisl^ 
some gt ntleiiH n, who (t n d niiM^us to 
euiiu to an iineicdiite <lct imi cm iht 
qu« siioii, thi't tills \\ is the c" , ml t!i .1 
ii tiH.y weie at this moment to dicido it 
oil the 1 lets as the \ ii idi i s ood ih m, the y 
would decide eonti \i> to the* tnoinipoit 
and meaning ot tiu lery pis >-jes on 
which thill (iceision was built An non 
gent, undei the ^alleiyhal, x the ^louiid 
of ills opinion, cited a [laiticulei pua 
graph liom the Aign.ixeiit la qucsuoii, 
gixing It 111 inteipielatien whah it wouKl 
not bcu, and xMthoiit weighing tin im* 
poitofit, aitei a cmsoi> leading, asivc.l 
was not till* md tnis libellous The Intn 
gent (Ml Owin) had conitinerttlu p s- 
sage to which he aliuded'asil it charged 
the IIoy>c with convertings the BiU ot 
Rights diio a Bill of Wrongs ; wheic is, it 
the Uon hicMiiber had peiusod Iht' passage* 
attentively, he w^uld have^fouiid it stated 
that no one member agreed with Mi. 
Yoike in impi isoiiing Mr. Jones undri the 
rmctioii ot the Bill ot Riglits. It ftie 
House had agieed with the hon. gent.* 
under the galleiy, however, in his ijitcr^ 
pretation ot the passage, they must have 
taken it for granted that tht* was the deri¬ 


sion of the whole House. This was a 
strange and extiavagant coiisUuction to 
h i\e given the paragiaph, as, he was con** 
vinced, the hon. gent, himselt would ad¬ 
mit after agim perusing it. Now, suiely, 
ait**i seeing this cgicgiouscrioi into which 
he had fallen, the hoH. gent, would agree 
that the consider.ation ot the question 
should be postponed. *flc was convinced 
ih It tho ho 1 cent, having toi some yeati 
been ot the i cc piotessioii with hunsclf, 
w euld di phe «* u li It might h i\c been thu 
tiles* oi s«> lasli and piccipitate ajudg- 
iitcnl ^ 

. H begged to cad to the recollection of 
tho llTm^c whai was in rcility the pro¬ 
position tliLV wcie c tiled on to support* 
I*w s nit that s I I, Burdett was guilty 
oiabiiarii oi tiu puviU^ooi that House^ 
butthi^ tlio publu aitoti in ^piestion was 
a^libel, inn tuit iw<^iton to «tatc, that 
w is a biiaeli <>i the )iri\ileges of the 
lloiisi. 1 lie ho.io n vide and learned 
w ) ilil no\ pi.i.nd to siy, that tha 
punlie iiuiii Wi^s not i lihcJ, hut lie con- 
ksscl he cnt< rtariu d a doubt on that 
point. A public moil might be a libel 
ill u> iniviei, iix vt in Its maniiei. Any 
rn I'l I as‘a light O due iss cveiy gieat 
CO ion xl (jcust.oii, wluLhei ot on- 

iini I luct oi oi < >nat tiiU'd authority. 
(Lc might s^uw hi^ i liv i'i aigmiig a point 
iti wliieii no oi.ici ni ni would agree with 
l.iiii, but still h« hil a light to doso. 
Hun mi.^ht be ind tnimatoiy« language 
in t'u pXi^M 111 qiu I on, but, at the same 
time. It Mis rcas .iKd with gieat ability, 
tiiil a*il tii< gii it inihoiiLics and prece- 
dtiiuoii the subjc 1 1 w..ie gi\en and argued 
on uitiiiii ich Ic oiniig Ihiswas agrave 
ai^^oiuTii, .lijd (xod hnbid that any mai\ 
should be piecludict iicm discussing such 
X subject. Tiic question then was, if 
thireweie not in iliit papei oRunsive 
p«iagraphs? He agreed that there were; 
but, ^leii, did they amount to a libel f 
[ k soit of liugh iiom 'the ministerial 
bench ] He dated to say that gentlemen 
much bcttei aecjuaintcd with the natuie 
oi a libel than hr could pietend to be, 
would be pirpxrcd to inswor thl^ ques¬ 
tion, and lie should be obliged lo some of 
thf m to fa^oui the Huube with an opinion 
yn this subject. The paper said that the 
right assu ned to themseliTes by the House 
Was pontiary to Magna Charta ; and gen¬ 
tlemen objected that many parts of it 
«wci cscone ei\ cd in strong language. Why 
should theie not be strong language in 
arguing a question of great consequence^ 
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involving at the same time the rights of the 
public and the constitution of the country? 
Was the House called on to interfere, atid 
to measure out the nature and quality of 
Uie language to be used in every huch dis¬ 
cussion ? Surely it was not on such ni.ee 
matters as these that IIk* House should be 
called on to judge He hoped the House 
would not suppose that he meant to enter 
into a defence oi'tliis paper. lie only meant 
to state his doubts, whether that House 
ought to take up this paper as a libel on 
whicli they nere to judge. It rarcly/cll 
to his lot to sit in a jiulicial character; 
but so far a.s lie could judge on this matter, 
lie was not prepuiod to vote in s:ip]iort of 
tliesellcsoluiions. There were, as heliad al¬ 
ready said, oileiisi VC paragraphs in the pi¬ 
per; but he covdvl tiot view lln-ui inihcmib- 
chievous iigh.^ iu v. hicli some gentlemen 
had been induce-1 tf» conceive, them. The 
paragraph in winch ific Ilou'-e was stated 
to‘'assume the sword <»f prtrogative, and 
lord it equally ovti tin* kiii'g mul ihe^peV)- 
ple,” had been pMiicuIarly dw’elt on, as 
containing matler hie It U’ »)hjectionable, 
lie could hardly view it in this light. 
The hon. baronet luiglti pcrha[)S take 
oOence at Ins qb-trvatmn, hut he could 
not help conceiting tlte paragraidi alto¬ 
gether nonseii.>e. As* to miscliief, lie 
could not conceive how \t could ari.se., 
it was iinpo.s.sil)le that idea of tJtal 
House lording ii o>ei the King, could pro¬ 
duce any^ injurious ellect. Could any 
person, not an ideot, or uL to bo sent to 
a mad-house, be deceived by such an 
idea? Where had that House ever en¬ 
croached on the royd prerogative? 
There were other passages objeclod to, 
such as an allusion to the “ madner in 
which that House w’as cc/nstituted,” and 
that they were “ collected together by 
means which it Lsnoi nece.ssary fur me to 
describe.” He would ask the gentlemen 
oppu.'tile us learned lawyers to .say, if the 
hull, baronet were to be indicteil fortho.se 
objectionable paragraphs, how the charge 
would be laid ? Where w:ts the imiendo ? 
He recollected a case of thi.s kind, wdierc 
an hon. gent, on the opposite siile was 
oil the side of the prosecution, and he 
(sir S. Roiniily) for the defendant, 
and there, because there . was no^ 
inuendo, the vase was disniissVd.— 
But there was another matter to which 
he wished particularly to call the atten¬ 
tion of the Jiouse. They vyere callQ,don, 
to vote this papiT a libel, in a very singu- 
lar situation. For if this was the law of 


the House of Commons, a man could be 
punished by this House when he had not 
been heard in his defence. Thisdoctrine 
was not the law in any court in the king¬ 
dom. In any of our courts, when a man 
was indicted, after the mischievous ten¬ 
dency of the libel was pointed out he had 
an opportunity of shewing,/that such was 
not llic meaning of it; he was allowed to 
.••hew what its meaning actually was ; and 
that, though it might udiult of the mean¬ 
ing given it on the part of the piosecuuon, 
still that was not the meaning J^e intended 
it sliould receive. Here the person ac¬ 
cused had no such •opportunity. The 
paper was read, and then he was ordered 
to withdraw without being heard.—He did 
not mean to say that this was not the law 
of parliament. He was not so much ac¬ 
quainted with l^'.oractice, as with that of 
the courts in which was accustomed to 
practise. He did not evCi' mean to say 
that this was not the proper course ; but, 
if (hc) wore to pursue this mode, when 
Ihcy themselves were *the party, they 
sIiouid*at least, act deliberately ; and if 
the}' could not call the hon. baronet be> 
fore them, to hear hin explanation of the 
olijeclionaMc passagc.s, they should take 
caie at least, that all justice wasdonc him. 
It was admitted yesterday, that tiineshould 
be given .for deliberation. Now, they 
were consider what had been done sinee, 
and what lime had interve-neJ, which 
could enable the House to have made 
themselves more complete masters of the 
.subject? \\^)ul(l gentlemen venture tosay, 
thcii those pa.ssages winch hud been ob¬ 
jected to, might not admit of a very dif« 
i'ereiit intcrprelalion after the House had 
had sallicieiit time to consider them ? 
He had already proved, in tiio person of 
the learned gentleman under the gallery, 
(Mr. Owen) that there were gentlemen 
ready to decide on the paper in question, 
a.s being a libel, wh>le at the same time, 
they were under a complete misapprehen¬ 
sion of tHe meaning of the passages on 
wliich their opitiiun was founded. This, 
ho ••iibmittcd^ was a sufficient grtymd on 
which to j)ustpone the discussion* of the 
question. It w'HS impossible to 'say that 
a fair opportunity had already been af¬ 
forded for considering the papea in ques¬ 
tion. It would be useless in him to point 
out the ill consequences of precipita- 
Mon in such a case as this; and not¬ 
withstanding the courage of some 6f the 
gentlemen who^had spoken, on the other 
side} he hoped the House would take some. 
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little time to deliberate before they came 
to a decision on a question of such import¬ 
ance. 

The ChanceUoT of the Exchequer could 
not conceive how any one possessed of the 
sense and information of his hun. and 
learned friend could doubt that the [>apcr 
in question wA distinctly a libel. Al¬ 
though he might not have selected the 
passage quoted by his hon. friend under 
tiie gallery as the strongest in that produc¬ 
tion, still that passage was unquestionably 
a libel on tife House of Commons; for 
the inference from the assertion that Mr. 
Yorke, in arguingfrolh the Bill of Rights, 
had convnlcd it into a Bill of.Wrongs, 
by which argument the House had been* 
induced to act, was that the House had 
done wrong, and violated the privileges 
of the people. All nho had spoken 
seemed to agree that this was a highly 
important question. Some indeed might 
think that the inquiry into the application 
which his Majesty's ministers had made of 
the forces of the Country at Walclicren 
was of still giCitter importance ; but al- 
tliongh he was uilling to admit that this 
(jnquiry was of great importance, he did 
not believe that the House would feel it 
to be of such importance as the investiga¬ 
tion of a charge agaiii'.I them, that they 
had been guilty ot a gross violation of,thc 
law of the land. 

Various gentlemen had called on him, 
some in a friendly, and sonic in a hostile 
tone, not to expose himself to the impu¬ 
tation of interposing the present discus¬ 
sion to divert the public attention, fiom 
the Walchoren inquiry.. For the purpose 
of declamation, or of casting odium on 
niiiiislcrs, such an insinuation might be 
very convenient; but it was impossible 
that any one could reasonably believe 
that the intervention of a day before the 
decision of the inquiry was a matter of 
personal importance to the members o( 
his Majesty's government.. An hom gent, 
had said that he (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) calculated upon some suc4t 
circumstaucG in the chapter of accidents 
as that whigh happened to the condemned 
soldier in the retreat; and that with a 
halter about his ntek he losked around 
for some sdfch fortunate event as the pre¬ 
sent discussion to avert his impending^ 
fate. 

In thig assertion he could not suppose 
that the hon. gent, was serious^ Phr his 
part, he was as anxious for the result of 
Uio inquiry into the Expedition to the* 


Scheldt as any man. Anticipalnjg that 
result as he did with the mo&t perfect con¬ 
fidence, he looked to it as the means of 
doing away those false impresMons which 
had prevailed with respect to a measure, 
the wisdom and policy of which he was 
persuaded would appear iftoic evidently 
the more the measure itself was examined. 
Ilis Iron, and learned friend had very just¬ 
ly said in considering a libel, a distinction 
ought to be made between the matter and 
the n)anner. Now, both the matter and 
the fiianner of the papet«in question were 
as hbcllou^^it was possible to imagine. 
Ilb allied that any individual w'as per¬ 
fectly at liberty to canvas any act of au¬ 
thority ; but he had no right to decry the 
I decision of the House of Commons, and to 
appeal from that decision to his consti¬ 
tuents. The maryier ofj.he dhcumciit was 
niAst olicnsive, and mdth respect to the 
matter, it was neither more nor less than 
a cyll by the Jioa. Iiaronet on the people 
to 1 -f‘sitt tho authority of pailiaincnt. If 
lie C(>nld prove the ^»ro|iosition by a mere 
rcferonceto the i.etter cflhc hoa* baronet 
(without saying any tiling of the Argu¬ 
ment by which it was followed), he should 
shew a case of libel, whicll it would be¬ 
come the House not to pass unpunished. 
The Letter of the hon. baronet began as 
follows: * 

Gentlemen; The flo-jwe of Commons 
having passed a vote, which amounts to a 
declaration, that an order of theirs* is to be 
of more weight than Magna Chaila and the 
laws of the land, I think it my duty to lay 
my sentiments thereon before my consti¬ 
tuents, whose character as freemen, and 
even wluise personal safety depend in a 
great degree upon the decision of this 
question, a question of no less impoitance 
than this, whether our hbertv be still se¬ 
cured by the laws of our forefathers, or be 
to lay at the absolute mercy of a part of 
our felitW subjects, collected together by 
means whicli it is not necessary fer me to 
describe ?" * . 

After a few sentences the Letter pro¬ 
ceeded thus 

^ " It is therefore now the time to resist 
the doctrine.upon which Mr. Jones hat 
been'sent to Newgate, as it is high time to 
secure «11 pretensions to those liberties 
whjch were acquired by our forefathers 
after so many struggles and so many sacri¬ 
fices," 

^Fhe 'stafenifnl of the hon. baronet# 
therefore, began by an allegation that tjie 
House of Commons had,set up att order of ' 
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their own against Magna Chaita and the 
laws of the land; that personal safety was 
thereby endangered^ and that now was the 
time to resist the doctrines upon w'hicii 
they had sent Mr. Jones lo Nch gate. But, 
pernapSj it might be contended, fhafhy 
resistance was meant rfli-tance by ar ^u- 
meiit. What said tfie suceociliog |>;ua- 
graphs ?—Either the House ofTominons 
is autho(K(<l to di^^ptnise with the Luv oi 

the land or it was nor.** 

A passage in uliK ii it was in¬ 

ferred, that in tl»^ inst.MKO couiphii'.ed of 
the laws of the land Imi hcSi^^o ii'.etl 
with, ' 

'' If the constitution be of so dilieate a 
texture—so weak a fiainc—s<i fiagilc,in 
substance, tint it is lo bo only spol.cn of 
in terms of admiiatlon, :’nd to lio \ ."w.d 
merely as a^piecu of cut’uHih but unprofU- 
able workmanship jSflMapnx Ciiaila :‘bd 
all the W'boIesGmo laws oj Engb.nvl be a 
dead letter, in that case t»’ic atb.'nr.tlvi* of 
the propc'.ition may be cdinloed |,*i‘ if 
the constitution livcs^and applic.d'L* i > 
its cuds; namely, the happiness of iIk 
community, the pci feet security of the life, 
liberty, and pioperty o \’eiu !i member, and 
all the members of tlie society; tlien the 
affirmative of the proposii.on can never he 
admitted; then mubtwc*he fiecnicn, fur 
we need no hotter security; no iiirtro 
powerful proUvtion for oui rirjbts and 
, liberties^ than the iaw> and con-iitution. 
Wc seek for, and wenecds.'fk 1/n lyt’.iu'; 
new; we ask for no ,non' li.in uh.t oni 
forefathers insisted a| on . ^ ihoir own: \\v 
ask for no more than wlia^ duy alli¬ 
ed unions; wc ask for no mon ih.oM.i.ji 
they in the tcstnnitnit wbicli joh.' of dnin 
had sealed, and ivkidi the tr ^ Oi'tlia.i 
were ready to seal, wiili thei' bk/oJ, 
prcssly declared to lie the biitln j yd of the 
people of England; namely, tiiedawsof 
England. To these laws we l»ave a liglit 
to look with confidence for sn rrlry ; to 
these laws the individual now imprtsonad 
has through me applied for re ircss, in 
vain. Those who have iin[>rlw>ned iiini 
have refused to listen lo iny voice, weaUi/ 
expressing the strong prim ipics of tha 
law, the undeniable cldims o.^ tii.s Enirlish- 
man’s ‘ biithnght.' Your voic«’ may'come 
with more fosce ; may conimand grefuer 
tespect; and 1 am not without hope that 
it may prove irresistible, if it pro6hitn to 
this House of rommons in tlie same tone 
9M the tongues of our ancestors proclaimed 

the Kings <if old —‘ No/unm kgrs Augha 
•mmutrif or in ovr own more clear^ and 
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not less forcible language, ' The laws of 
England shall not be changed,” 

far as he had gone, was this the pro¬ 
per mode of treating such a subject ? But 
what followed ? 

** The principles, fellow citizens, for 
which ve aie now contending, are the 
'’\Rie piinciples for whicif the people of 
Ivucland have contended from the earliest 
ages, and their glorious success in which 
contests aic now upon record in the Great 
Charters of oor lights and liberties and 
in (livers other «ubscr|uent* sialutcs of 
scarcely less imporlant'e. It was this 
same i^reat principle wliich wa.^ n^^ain al- 
ta' ked by Charles 1. in the measure of Ship- 
morc y, when again the people nf Eng¬ 
land, and an iincorrupted I louse ol’ Com- 
rao»is lenewed the contest; a contest 
win* h ended in the impiiMnimcnt, the 
tiial, tlio coiuleninat.cT and the execu¬ 
tion of tint ill-advised King, 'fhe solf- 
M' u' piinciplc It was tint was so daiing’y 
vi.Jat il b' his son, James II.” 

And a‘MHi, towMidI the conclusion of 
the same pai i^raph, 

'*\ohiiiU‘* liave been wiittcn by fo¬ 
reign- .s,i a^ well as by our own country-# 
nit n, in ]»iai e of that part of onr law, 
wliicli in *0 atiniirable a manner pro\idc'; 
for our p •I'.onal safety against any attacks 
of ^jjen In power. This has indeed been 
Ml all die piiile of our country ; and 
It is lb nance of tins principle 

whi*b<inbb 1 ns lo vs( ape that bomlacre 
10 wd'.i'b aii -Mies and Kingdoms in 
r. noj ’ \v(»j entliicdic 1, by abambmiiig 
ii.d \ c»(l Fi (i* up; . cl we may be as- 
,r !>, iK t if \ o n/vv abandon it, the 
bi lit (b'v off. md's gloiy will set in 
thr nij'Iii ol ' di-4iace.^’ ^ 

?11 uiy il,(c j be more di-tiiirtth in the 
1)1 -fio of A tance lure retoinmended by 
th. bon. bnooei to the decision of the 
HoU'C ot Coniuioiis ? Was it not evident 
,(h:U be i.'ished tile people of Kngltmd to 
le the same manner as they did in 
the instances,which he had quoted ? But 
tn set this matter in a clearer light, the 
b,on. baioifet proceeded 

* But 1 would fain believe fhat such rs 
not to be our fate, our forefathers made 
stern grilll-^^saged Pfieiogative hide bis 
iyad; they bioke in pieces his sharp and 
*uiassy sword; ami shall we, their sons, be 
atraid to enter the lists with undefined Pri- 
vi I Pile assumi ng the powers of Prerogative.** 

Was iU ^)ossible, after hearing these 
jja^&ages, that any one could refuse assent 
to the proposition, that the hon. baronet 




PASL. March 39, 



had called on his constituents to resist the 
doctrine by which Mr. Jones had^ been 
committed by the Hou'^c of Commons, as 
the only mode by which they coufd pre¬ 
serve their liberties; that ho shcv. ed them 
how their forefathrr** bad fought for those 
liberties, and that he tiieo asked them if 
they were not^afraid to eruer the lists in 
a similar contest? In a snccceding para- 
graph the hon. Imronei os.'^oivcd, 

" That a power S' eh as this should 
exist in any country ii is iaiiK-nltibie to be 
'obl'god to bfelieve; but tliat it |houId be 
subered to exist, and that its existence 
should- lie openly and even boastfully 
avowed in a country whose chief glory 
has been its free constitution of govern, 
ment, is something too monstrous to be 
believed if the proof were not before your 
eyes.” 

The hon. baronet concluded by telling 
his constituents. 

The argument by which I hare en¬ 
deavoured to convince the gentlemen of 
the House of ComThons that their acts in 
the case of Mr. Jones were illegal, f shall 
now lay before you in a moire full and 
4 connected way that it could possibly be 
done by the parliamentary reporters, and 
in doing this I shall do all that now re¬ 
mains in my power towards the correc¬ 
tion of this, as 1 deem it, most euor^ious 
abuse of power, and most dangerous of all 
encroachments upon the rights and liber¬ 
ties of Englishmen.” 

He 4 iut it to the House, whether any 
thing could have been written to English¬ 
men more calculated to excite their resist¬ 
ance to the authority of parliament, and to 
bring the character of that House into 
disrespect and contumely ? Could any 
thing have been written that bore more 
completely the character of a libel on the 
rights and privileges of the House of Com¬ 
mons? Could his hon. and learned friend, 
after his attention had* been thus directed 
to those passages, have any jdoubti^on the 
subject. ? If he had, he (the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer) was persuaded that an 
adjournrn^nt of the discussiondbr a week, 
or tor any Ipnger period, Would not remoVe 
them. With respect to the objectionable 
passages in the Aramnent, they had so fre¬ 
quently hefn ^iio^d in the course of the 
debate, that he j.rould not enter into them 
minutely. I'he House were in possession 
of passages in which the bon. baronet dis¬ 
tinctly stated Uiat the proceedingssof the 
House of Coiinlhons wer^ systematically 
against the laws^ and in complete subvert 
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sion of the constitution of the coQi|trjr. 
Some of the bon. gentlemen who jb&d' 
spoken bad no doubt the paper was 
libel, but wished to know something about 
the law; others did not dispute the law, ' 
but wished lo know son?ething about the 
libel. He was anxious to suiisfy both 
parties. As to the fact, he trusted, that 
wh It he had already stated was suiheient; 
and with respect to the libel, if a public 
reflection on the proceedings of thatHouso 
was not a libel, he did not know what 
wasf* Let the House ccauirler the follow¬ 
ing pa'isage iwthc Argument: 

• « House of Commons) bav^ 

become the proprietors,by burgagetenure,- 
of the whole veprosentation; and in that 
capacity are inflated widi their high-flown ■ 
fanciful ideas of Majesty, and tricked but 
in the trappings of royahy 5 think privi-* 
lege and protection beneath their dignity, 
assume the sword of prerogative, and lord' 
it equally over the King and the people.” 

fli% hon, and learned friend declared 
that he did not understand this, and there¬ 
fore that it could dot be libellous. This ' 
much however was perfectly intelligible, 
that it declared the House of Commons 
had assumed a power which by the con¬ 
stitution it was not allowed to possess. 

The main business of the Argument was 
to prove that the House liad not a right fer 
commit a stranger for a l^rcach of privi¬ 
lege ; for the hon. baronet admitted th^t 
they had a right to commit a immiber-for' 
such offence. Now, this was a case of 
doubt, ^on which the hon. baronet had a 
right to argue as fully as he chose in the 
House; but it behoved him to take care 
in what spoke or wrote on thft 

subject out of the Hoy^e. It did not follow • 
that that which it w'as lawful to say in the ' 
House, before a decision it was lawful to ' 
say out of the House, after a decision; 
and still less latvful was it to, recommend 
a resistance to that decision* Supposing 
that he considered tlie conduct of tho 
House in the c£fse, of'Mr. Gale Jones a9 
illegal, the hon. baronet had certainly- 
right to endeavour to induce the House to 
rescind their proceedings; but when ba 
failed in that attempt, he had no right |o 
calhupon tfie people lo resist their^ au¬ 
thority^ 

He would now address *himse1f to. re¬ 
move iUny doubts with respect to the law 
•ofthecdse. The right :of the House io 
cemink strangers could be traced as far 
back as the reign of queen‘Elizabetbiin 
which Mr. Hailed Mr. Trower wcrffMi i 
U • ■ ' ' . 
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committed (on. fartker consideration! the 
Chancellor of the i^clieqiier observed, 
that Mr. Hall was a meinber not a stran¬ 
ger). Selden had decidedly asserted that 
priviL^ge* The reign of Charles I. com¬ 
prised an accuihulated mass of authorities 
to that purpose. In one particular in¬ 
stance! the Kentish^ Petition, a Committee 
molved, that to deny the right of the 
House of Commons to commit strangers 
was a gross violation of their rights and 
privileges. Between the years 1701 and 
1774, there were, no less than thirty* in¬ 
stances of such commitments. In thel 
coses of Oliver and Crosby, «'purt of 
Common Pleas and the court of Exche¬ 
quer both decreed that the House of Com- 
nions ^ad a right to commit a stranglir 
for a breach of privilege. There was 
also the autliority of the court of King’s 
^nch fur the exi^ 'ijce V>f an analogous 
mivilege of the House of Lords. Lord 
Kenyon observed, on a motion of Habeas 
Corpus, to bring up the* bo^y Mr. 
Flower, who had been committed by the 
House of Lords, that if ever a time 
should come when factious men would at¬ 
tempt to overthrow the government, they 
would begin by calumniating the courts 
of justice and both Hoi^ses of Parliament.” 
—-1 solemnly call on the House, added the 
right hoii. gent., to consider whether that 
time has not arrived.—Where would be 
the impartiality of the House, if after 
coromittirg Mr. Jones for a breach of pri¬ 
vilege, they should treat a member who, 
with a better knowledge of those^ privi¬ 
leges, had violated them, with more in¬ 
dulgence ? If they adjourned that on 
which it was impossible to have any 
.doubt, he did not,conceive that they 
would support their dignity *or evince 
their impartiality and justice. The House 
was called upon to decide by an imperi- 
QUS duty. If they hesitated to pronounce 
that against fhe hon. baronet which they 
bad not hesitaUd tojpronounce against a 
less distinguished ouender, they would 
sunk low indeed in the public estiina^on. 
Let the offences of the two individuals be 
compared. Grossly libellous as the pro¬ 
ceeding of Mr. Gale Jones had been, it 
was trifting and contemptible, compared 
with that of the hon. baronet. ^Ir the 
House, from ah apprehension of doing 
that which the hon. baronet might, pci*- 
baps wifb, and in which he might per- 
ho^ triumph, were to abstain from.doing 
duty, they would indeed afibrd him 
triumph, and would indeed de¬ 


serve to be triumphed over and trodden 
upon. In asserting their own rights, they 
were assertii^ the rights of the people of 
England. Ine ot)ly way to maintain 
their dignity, was to do their duty-—to do 
it temperately—but to do it firmly ahd 
impartially. It appeared to him that the 
House could not hesitate in concurring 
in the motion of his hon. friend, and he 
was persuaded that they would not hesi¬ 
tate in doing so. 

Lord Fofkeslane contended, that the 
precedents referred to W thi; right hon. 
(he Chancellor of the ^chequer, were 
either misunderstood or misrepresented 
by him. Indeed the course he recom- 
ipended that night for the adoption of the 
House was both extraordinary and incon¬ 
sistent. In an affectation of candour, he 
appealed to tiic grave, the serious, the 
solemn deliberation of that House. But 
how did his practice squau with his pro¬ 
fessions ? By endeavouring to obtain 
this sober and solemn determination in the 
most premature and ptecipitate manner. 
An hOn. and learned gentleman (sir B. 
Romilly) entitled to every deference for 
his unlimited legal and deep constitutional 
knowledgb, had declared that night, that 
he entertained many doubts upon the 
nature and tendency of the publication 
then under discussion. When such a 
character doubted, were the majority of 
that House prepared to assert that theii 
minds were satisfied, tiiat their conviction 
was decided? The light hon. geitt. had 
gone but shortly into the subject, but 
even in the short excursion that he took, 
he proceeded every step under the most 
mistaken views. It was contended by 
him, that because the House had'comniit- 
ted Mr. Gale Jones, tlieie could there¬ 
fore be no doubt of the right of the House 
of Commons, and there being no doubt 
of the right, that therefore the publication 
of sir Francis Burdelt was a gross viola- 
tfon of l^s privileges. What said the right 
hon. genl.^s learned friend near him (Mr. 
Crpker)? lie* told the House that the 
case of Jones bad nothipg to do 
with the present question, and^should not 
be admitted into the contempla'tion which 
the House w/is bound to give that parti¬ 
cular question. But he (lold Folkestone) 
begged to say, that the question at present 
bmore them not only compreheeded the 
propriety or impropriety of sir J^rancis 
fiurdetl^ conduct, but the truth or 
falsehood df< hi^ doctrine. Upon those 
points Ac would aiki was ibe House con- 
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flcientioo^ly prepared to ssly» th4t th^ 
#erfe free rrom doubts ? Were their 
luinds so fully coiiYkiced by the argtt< 
fiients and precedents of the right hoft. 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer ? As to 
his precedents, he could easily point oat 
their total misapplication to the inference 
ivhich he wished to deduce. Indeed the 
rij^ht hon. ^ent. was so wholly ignorant 
of the precise facts of the case he stated 
with respect to Hall, that at first he con¬ 
tended that Hall was not a member of 
parliamenlj^and in a few sentences after¬ 
wards he contended that he was. 

There were other cases referred to 
by that right hon. gent, which were 
rather, extraordinary, drawn astheywere 
from periods of oUr history, which he 
trusted even that right hon. gent, would 
not premose for imitation. There was the 
case of the Kentish gentlemen, who, for 
the language of their petition, were sent 
to prison by the order of tbgt House, 
Was there a man to be found in the pre¬ 
sent times who wbuld recommend ^such a 
punishment for the expressions introduced 
into that petition—or rather, was it not 
such, as in these times, would.be moie a 
subject to be approved, than reprobated ? 
It was however resolved that the petition 
be referred to a Committee of that House 
to nuke their report on. 'Upo^ the 
adoption of such a resolution, lord Hart- 
tington moved that the rights and privi¬ 
leges of the people should be considered by 
the Committee, as well as the privileges 
of that House. It was to be recollected 
that the period when those event? occur¬ 
red, was one of great political heat and 
much public agitation. The consequence 
wps, that in the Committee to whose 
consideration the petition was referred, 
great divisions and jarring sentiments pre¬ 
vailed. Such a state of things, therefore, 
led to a report fropi that Committee, 
which could now be only considered a 
mere compromise between the cpnfiicting 
parties. But the history of the transaction 
proved, that ai the time when lord Han- 
ington moved that point, tifb legality of 
the, poweiwof that House to imprison for a, 
bteicb of its privileges was considered in 
an extensi^ejUg^e doubtfuf. Numerous 
able and welTwritten tracts were publish¬ 
ed in suppoft of the doctrine which pixi- 
nounceil sUcfi a power illegal, and had 
even in that period considerable efihet in ^ 
corroboratinflp the assumption* {hat the 
exercise of that right was'considered 1^ 
many an usarpatioa<<«>Sut thb ri^ht hQ& 


]^nt. hot satisfied with h» ptecedoilft from 
a more remote period of our histofy, had 
thought propitr to allude on thejprdrfwit 
occasion to that assertion of lord Kvnyon^ 
namely, that when factious men wishOd 
tor subvert the government, their first ef¬ 
fort was to calaraniate the courts of jus¬ 
tice, arid to entrench* upon the privileges 
of parliament. Really (said the nobl^ 
lord) above all fiieti 1 did not expect to 
hear such an allusion, much less such an 
application of it, from the right hon. gent. 

or can he be4ievc, that because 
he conccnjpifthis House to hare the power 
df r^iedfning the communication of (be 
popular opinion, upon the conduct purStt- 
^within its walls, that he therefore call 
deprive the people of these kingdoms of 
the faculty dt thinking or of recollectingf 
Does he believe, whea he dites the viola- 
tton of our privileges; as a proof of disaf^ 
fectioii and of treason, that the people of 
England have forgotten the transactions of 
the ttvo last sessions of parliament ? Can 
they forget the spectacle exhibited to their 
view, of two cabinet ministers, charged, 
and 1 will say morally convicted, of a 
gross and heinous attack upon the privi¬ 
leges of this House—-privileges for which, 
forsooth, one of them now affects to feel 
such sincere solicitude? Can the people of 
England forget that though such violations 
were not denied, still that the conduct of 
the accused was not only not censured, ' 
but almost not questioned bjr* a Britisa 
House of Commons ? When then the 
countT.y recollects such events, and when 
this House cannot forget them, what at¬ 
tention can be paid to such application 
elativcio its privileges, proceeding from 
that very man who was a few short months*' 
past arraigned before that veiy House as 
culprit for the violation of them, and^ 
who, though rescued fi:om punishment, 
has still no claim to acquittq)^ It is idle 
to say*that the people of this country have 
no very anxious feelings upon the preseilt 
ubyect. I for one never can wish that 
their voice should be stifled. And thevi- 
bre it is that 1 appeal to this House for 
hat postponement of jts decision, wfiiidl * 
will allow the fj^lJest inveati^tion of t&b 
most important question, and which muft 
Intimately Settle the legality or illegality " 
qf* this power. There remains one ohser** 
atidn of the right hon. gent, upon which 
I wish to remark. He has in iin geriiei^ 
toiiddmnation bf the paper, published w 
my bon. friend, laid nw, mconsideljvul 
itreis upon ibit somt^ee, ^hich 
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aiBum^a tend^ to inviie tbe people to a 
reeistanee of the decision of the House of 
' Coqimons. He cannot have read the 
p^per fully when he ventures to draw such 
an ipfcrence. Had he taken the context 
into hla contemplation ; had he reverted 
to preceding passages, he would have 
jTound that tbe ternifc^istancc was coupled 
with the werd legal. It was conveyed in 
such a manner as niusU convince every 
impartial mind that such tvas the fair and 
candid iutej pi ctation of the passage. If 
therefore such a c^fference of opintorV- as 
to the nature and to the intcraietation of 
thepabiicutiondoes exist, it is^«lt)| many 
' others, a veiy strong reason with to 
vote fur the adjournment. 

Mr. Adtun said, he had no intention hf 
entering into the ineriu of the question, 
but would confine himself strictly to that 
of adjournment. sa4d he had never 

hitherto been present at, or taken any 
ehaie in the commitment of Mr. Gale 
Jones, which had given liU to^tlie ^u^s- 
^ton under consideration; and that he 
could not approve of the discretion which 
dictated it. lie should add, however, 
that there was not an individual in the 


could be obtained from tbe precipitancy 
with which they were called upon to act 
that night ? The llouse must be aware, 
that the accusation brought against tl^ 
bon. baronet, was not one recently agi** 
tated. It was now 20 yO^ra since a mem* 
her had been called upon to answer in that 
House for misconduct, by^publishmg a 
libel on the House or any of its members, 
and thereby committing a breach of its 
pnvile|;es. This was the case of major 
Scott in the -year 1790. What course 
lid the House of Commons pursue upon 
that occasion } Bid it hurry and almost 
compel members to the declaration of an 
opinion, without being able fully to inves¬ 
tigate the merits of the case ? The House 
made no such improper exaction. It al¬ 
lowed an adjournment for a week, to ena¬ 
ble its membeib fully to understand that 
upon which they wer^ called to decide. 
Though a professional man much piactised 
in professional habits, he (Mr. Adam) 
was ready to confess, that upon the Resolu¬ 
tions now submitted ur'them, he had not 
the opportunity of stating his grounds and 
reasons for the judgment which he should 
think himself bound to deliver, on this 


House, more sincerely anxious to uphold 
its constitutional and recognised privileges 
than he was. Actuated by a desire to 
support them, he theq^enturevl to trespass 
upon its attention, ’"when, therefore, a 
question was'biought before it, complain¬ 
ing of a violation of tiiese rights he must 
usteem it as most consonant with the cha¬ 
racter of that House, lo have, upon such 
an occasion, its proceedings regulated by 
the principles observed m all pi ces were 
iustice was administered. W^th such 
.Teelings, he wished impress upon the 
House, that in all judicial proceedings it 
f was a main ingredient, not only that the 
j[i!ourt should deliver its judgment, but 
in suc^ delivery, itsliou'd state sa¬ 
tisfactory r^<ioii8 for such judgment. It 
was that principle which made him 
feel it a duty to iequest»the House, not 
only to declaie its decision upon tbe pub¬ 
lication of the bon. baronet, but that it 
should also impress upon the people of 
tbe country the propriety of that decision- 
In order, therefore, te produce suchjm- 

* • , . . * a a 


pounds in ^{j;ard to the country, lo die- 
'^lAare that decision in the most satisfactory 
lOtellitible manner,*and, thturefon, 
irt^ all ,duh deliberation. How then 
b? e^pwted th|t fu 9 l^ an #ect 


great question of privilege. In the case 
of major Scott, to which he alluded, the 
single act of publication constituted the 
criminality; yet time was allowed for 
(pll tfnd mature consideration. How much 
moie forcible was the claim for postpone¬ 
ment now, wlien the publication com¬ 
plained of, contained long, piolix* and 
disputed arguments, lonneited with re¬ 
ferences extracted from the common law 
of the land ! Tlie case of alderman Oliver, 
in 1771, also received thi* most compre¬ 
hensive discussion, when brought before 
that House. The light hon. the Chanc'el- 
lor of the Exchequer, with professional 
habits, and surrounded as he was by so 
many others qualified to arrange for 
him the necessary Iniorination, might be 
pVeparqd to (o a decision. But far dif¬ 
ferent wda his case; he had nobody to fqr- 
ni^ him with Materials, he must himself 
investigate fhe sources that may entigh- 
teil him ; and it was impossible that he 
could apply himself to that mil investi¬ 
gation which such a grave and setious 
charge warranted. he'^rtUit? however, 
even after tbe lafb hour tbaUimoriung, en¬ 
deavoured to acquire some necessary 
knowledge on the subject. He,had re¬ 
ferred <10 t|ic precedent of alderman Cros¬ 
by, a 9 in Sbme ,degree enalogous. But 
thp T^iouft argumenu and refeiTs 


V! 
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fences of <the present publication xrere 
taken into view, he defied the most inform¬ 
ed lavryer to encounteri on a sudden, the 
discussion with real advantage to the case 
of privilege, which was now so boldly 
questioned by sir Francis Burdett. To do 
this with satisfaction, due time must be 
given to collate, compare, and refute the 
m.itter asserted. It ^vas that course alone 
that would be satisfactory. That alone 
would enable the IIou**e to give a judg¬ 
ment, which would not only overturn 
the doctrine of the lion, baronet; and 
would establish by clear, cool considera¬ 
tion, the libellous nature of his work ; but 
would be such, as the public would ap* 
prove, by the deliberation with w'hich 
it would be given. For what was he 
anxious ? Only that, as the bon. baronet 
had quoted lord Coke to support his in¬ 
terpretation, so he (Mr. Adam) might 
have the opportunity of also citing lord 
Coke to support his view of the privileges 
of parliament; that as tlie hon. baronet 
had brought forward the case of Ashby 
and White, to corroborate his infeAnces, 
he (Mr. Adam) might be able to commu¬ 
nicate his interpretation upon it^ and in 
doing so, that he might show, that sir 
Francis Burdett had quoted lord Coke’s 
works, in which he was treating of civil 
rights, and of the common law of the coun¬ 
try, and not of the law of Parliament.— 
lie was well aware that individual incon¬ 
venience was no ground for delaying the 
proceedings of the House; yet he could 
not help tliiiiking, that the defect under 
which he laboured, was felt by very many 
members of the House ; and if there was 
a general feeling of that sort, surely that 
was a reason for adjournment, because it 
was a proof, that though judgment might 
be given, it could not be given satisfacto¬ 
rily. As to himself, he was not prevented 
by indolence or want of interest in the 
question; but as he'had before said, it 
wat absolutely impossible .for him then 
to state his views of the question*in a man¬ 
ner either useful or credit*able; as, fM>m 
the moment it was first brought before 
the. Houses until the period when he rose,^ 
he Was engaged by either public or pro-* 
fesnonal dutiefu^* Until three o’clock that 
picrning. m Ine house of Commons, and 
after the ordinary refreRiment which fu¬ 
ture required, being kept, if he might 
use the, phrase, in harness all day, it was 
«ot too muc^jto ask of thos^whdbe situa- 
^Hon afibrded*tlfem the meam of being as- 
i^ted 'WUh^a variety of opinions; to ftllifw 


others not so provided, at leaala aboStthno 
for ulterior t^nsideratiun. If ihla 
quest was denied him, be would be 
reduced to the dilemma, in cdmmoit 
with many members of the House, either 
that he must surrender the privileges of 
that House, or agree in the' condemnation 
of an individual, without'being able to 
state, in a satisfactory manner, his convic¬ 
tion of his guilt. / He hoped, therefore, 
that the motion of adjournment would be 
acceded to. 

Tfie Attom^^Genertfi had many rea¬ 
sons for thinj^g that the discussion ought 
not toJ^i^fSstpoiied. He retracted the 
proc^dtngs on the subject, and contended 
that if an adjournment took place, rt 
might perhaps be attributed to the inifu- 
ence of motives, to the imputation of 
which the House ought never to expose' 
themselves. H9 cndld not understand 
the grounds on which the hon. and learn¬ 
ed member whp had just spoken wished 
for adjournment. The question had 
been treated as if it were a new point/ 
and as if the House* in many former in** 
stances, and recently in the case of Mr. 
Gale Jones, had not determined it; for 
let It be recollected, that the argument of 
the hon. baronet wps against the power of 
the House to qpmniit strangers, he admit¬ 
ting that they had^e power to commit 
members for brea^es o(j>j^lege. llie 
House, therefore, would not have coin* 
mitted Mr. Gale Jones, had they not been 
fully satisfied of their power to do so. If 
his hon, and learned friend was not so sa¬ 
tisfied, why had he not attended the motion 
for the commitment of Mr- Jones ? And far¬ 
ther, wh^n the hon. baronet made a mo¬ 
tion for the discharge of Mr. Jones, why* 
had not his learned friend then attended 
if he entertained any doubts upon thesub-' 
jeet. lie had abundant opportunity to 
consult avfthorities, for the Jmn. baronet 
had given a week’s uoticq of his motion. 
The question however had been discussed 
in a very full Ho.use on this sole grouiid-4. 
not whether the House had arignttocoQ^ 
mit Mr. Jones in the first instance, bdt 
whether his having expressed his contil- 
tion at the |>ar mightentitle him-to be diW 
charged without* a petition. Tfie questk^ 
at pi^sent* before the {louse W8gw.4)9t 
whether the House was ve|^d with tl)o 
righk^if commitment, fortbkiwas i^lly ek* 
tablishedj but whether the paper or ^ 
fioq. •baronet was a Hbol or not ? If ainpr 
doubts could possibly existon thateubjvd^ 
he should be pdrfectl^ disposed to edhcl^ 
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in the adjournment of the ditcossion; but 
it appeared to him that it was only neces¬ 
sary to read the paper^ in order to be 
convinced that it was a libeli and a gross 
Tiolmtion of the privileges of the House. 

^ Mr. Baihurst observed, that }vhen the 
business was before the House on tue pre¬ 
ceding day. he wa« of opinion, from the 
nature of* the Paper under discussion, 
that it would be the preferable course that 
the consideration or the question shoutd 
be postponed to a future day. He was 
Still of the same opinion, in which he^was 
not guided by the same motives which 
bad influenced the opinions ^hufi. 
gentlemen. He did not think that dither 
with reference to tenderness to the ob^.»ct 
who was the subject of the discussion, or 
from any apprehension of the consequence 
of the resuU.uhould the House be induced 
to pause. On the ^aand^principle of giv¬ 
ing the Paper a full and candid perusal, 
so as that the House might,come to a jpst 
decision, and not throw discredit the 
debates, would he agree to the arljourn- 
ment. With respect'to the particular 
parts of the Paper, on which much differ¬ 
ence of opinion prevailed, some gentle¬ 
men pointing rout passages which they 
deemed libellous whibt others were of a 
different opinion, he thoi^ht it was not 
a fair line of argums||t to draw such in¬ 
ferences ^fror^iusnlated passages, because 
the Paper should be taken together. On 
the gthcr^hand it had been urged, that if 
the House did not consent tp delay, the 
people might be excited to discontent. 
Without entering into an examination of 
those topics, he thought it would be 
better on a question of a doubtful nature 
• not to precipitate the decision of the 
House. Between these difficulties be 
would wish to steer a prudent course, and 
though he would not go the length of the 
Amendmenfltyyet he was of opinion,that 
at least the disepssion should be postponed 
till to-morrow. 

Mr. Owen, in explanatiod, stated that he 
certainly did understand the passage to 
which he bad alluded as conveying a 
charge aranst the House of having impri- 
soned 1V&. Jones under the ^notion of 
tke Bill of Rights. * 

Mr. Brand tl^en proposed to mewe an 
amendmentIto his motion; but the SpeaS^r 
barring Intimated to the hon. member, 
thet he could not in point of form. 

Mr. Tiern^ an'amendment t& 

the fdHoWing effect; " That a great qnes- 
4ia»ltoiv^ dependii^ before the House. 


respecting the Expedition to the Scheldt, 
which so fully occupies and engages Ita 
attention, it is fit that the consideration of 
the motion now under discussion be ad¬ 
journed till to morrow se’nnight.’^ The 
right hon. gent, challenged the gentlemen 
opposite to deny that the Resolutions last 
night moved against sir Francis Burdett 
were of treasury manufacture; (hear, 
hear!) he would go farther and challenge 
the right hon. the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer. to deny if a meeting tiras not 
convened at his house, to insider, dis¬ 
cuss. and decide upon these Resolutions, 
which in the person of an independent 
county member were to be oficred to the 
consideration of that House. 

Mr. Lethbridge, the mover, rose to utter 
the monosyllable to the right 

hon. gent.’a assertion; and further, said the 
hon. gent.. 1 declare upon my honour, that 
the Resolutions which I hau the honour of 
moving are not of treasury manufacture. 

Mr. TUmejt observed, that there was 
an understanding upon\he subject, for the 
secoiiiler. as he was informed, was there. 

Mr. Blacbfard, the seconder, arose, and 
denied tl^ assertion, 

Mr. R. Dundas was not surprised the 
hon. gent, who brought forward tlie mo¬ 
tion of adjournment should have sai^l^at 
the question was one of great importance. 
Although he should object to the adjourn¬ 
ment. his objections were much stronger to 
the amendment now proposed. With re* 
spect to the paper under discussion, his 
objections to it were not so much to the * 
matter as to the manner in which the hon. 
baronet had chosen to discuss the subject. 
The simple question for the House to de¬ 
cide was. whether the hon. baronet had 
discussed it in such a mode, and in such 
terms, as were not an infringcmetit on the 
privileges of this House. As to the asser¬ 
tion, that the Resolutions before the Hous^ 
w^ere prepared at the treasury, he could 
dCclarecfpr himself that he knew nothing 
about them uqtil they were read in the 
House; nor did he believe the assertion; 
and he was*'stilt more warranted in his 
disbelief from the declaration ef the bon. 
member himself, by whom these Replu- 
tions were brought ^ 

Mr. Wilbeiforc^6ec\'dred, that no man « 
w^s more firmly convinced than himself, 
that the privileges of that House ought to 
be maintained; for he thought those privi¬ 
leges hif;hl3tesBential tothe.i}eneBtof tW 
peoplei But^ did not ffiink they were 
to M blowa away with a breath; that 
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tbey ^nM no| withstand an attack with- 
qut adopting sudden and precipitate means 
of defence. He therefore saw no danger 
in acceding to the proposftion of delay 
upon this occasion^ in order that the House 
should have the fullest opportunity for 
deliberation. This uas^ in fact, a case 
in which that^oppoitunity ought to be 
affordtd, because it was desirable that 
those who completely and substantially 
agreed a principle, should be able rightly 
to apply that principle, and satisfactorily 
to state theigrounds of that agreement. 
Such a statement was dge ttf the case, and 
was absolutely necessary in order to satisfy 
the minds of the people. The people 
ought to be satisfied that the privileges of 
that House were only enjoyed and exer¬ 
cised for their advantage. Upon such a 
question, the feelings of the people ought 
peculiarly to be consulted; for it was only 
in connection with the people, that the 
constitution of that House could be really 
strong. For this reason, it became the 
House to proceed With ibe utmost serious¬ 
ness, and gravity, and therefore hfi was 
determined to vote for the adjournment. 
To that vote indeed, he was the more de¬ 
termined, in coubequence of the declara¬ 
tion of several members high character, 
that they felt themselves unable, from the 
pressure of time, to make up their minds 
upon the subject. When a gentleman, 
for instance, so distinguished for legal 
knowledge as the learned gent, on the 
floor (Ml. Adam}, and from whom the 
House had heard to night such sound con¬ 
stitutional doctrine, expiessed his inability 
tQ determine upon the merits of the paper 
under discussion, not having had time to 
consider it, it was surely but proper to 
grshit him that time : but that grant was 
not only proper with regard to him, but 
to others in similar circumstances, who 
concurred in opinion as to the privileges 
of the House, while they required time (o 
examine, whether the pap€;r under con* 
sideration involved a breach of those pri¬ 
vileges, or was a proper cd^e fur the ex¬ 
ercise of the power, which sthe House 
possessedf for the preservation of thdse 
rivweges. He therefore, deprecated any 
ast^ pro ceedi ng* Oo thi^ occasion he 
would, in fwtrJBFTJf the principle of fais 
recommendation, quote 4he authority of 
his right hon. fliend, now no more (Mr. 
Pitt). It Was uniformly the maxim of that 
right hon. gent., that, on all ccmstitutional 
questions, be'$h'6u1d tak^suol/grounds as 
would serve to separate the really well^ 


iptentioned from those who appearid td 
be of a contrary characur. It wasKsdly 
much to be desired, that the House shouki 
come to a decision of this case with a oodt 
mind, which was more likely to prevail, 
by allownig of the intervention of a 
d lys. lie wished the House to consider 
the publication rather as matter of history, 
and to determine upon it as such. There 
were many who looked to it with, no 
dqubt, an hopest warmth, but that was a 
disposition ill suited to sober judgment. 
Let Ae House consider bow their conduct 
ill this tranytion should appear in the 
page oUiMfwy, even to theui8elve» in a 
yeai^I^e, and so considering he was' 
pervaded they would lautiously avmd 
pronouncing any sentence under the - 
warnuh of the moment, or proceeding 
with any precipitancy. If •such a pro- 
cQfiding were tal(bn Ht opposition to the 
sentiments of those gentlemen of weight 
and considerati^, who called for the ad- 
journq|Ciit,.he mlt that the House would 
he sai riHcing the substance to the appear- 
ancc. While he fdlly agreed with the 
right hon. gent, who spoke last, as to the 
necessity of upholding the privileges of 
the House, he must still support the ad- 
journuient, as the *best means of con¬ 
sulting the character of the^e privileges* 
Indeed, he oould concede how any 
thing could be gained by I he^d yocates iS, 
the Resolutions, from a perseverance in re¬ 
sisting the motion of adjournment. For 
even though it were negatived, it would 
he impossible' for the House, at that late 
hour of the night (nearly one o’clock) to 
go into the discussion of the other ques¬ 
tions, which must necessarily occupy a 
considerable time. For these reasons be ' 
recommended it to his right hon. friends 
on the Treasury bench to proceed in the 
case with peculiar temperance and can¬ 
dour, and above all to avoit^any tiling 
that shtfuld expose the Hou^e to the diarge 
of being actuated rather by passion than 
by judgment. * , 

The MGMcrfiftht i2o//swas of opinion, 
that whatever decision the House might 
come to upon the principle of the motioft 
immediately- under consideration, dt wax 
obviously right that the o^her quiMdMia* 
shpuld^ot even appear to Jbe determiAed 
prdbiaturely. Whatever JHiinioo tbo ‘ 
Hbmjnight express upon this questipn, ft 
•was extiVmely desirable thni k slMMild go 
forth accompanied by the fdlest groaUdt 
of justification- Nothing ‘dquivetM^ on f 
hasty should appear in luA a fra^Eis|o|(aii^a 
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liet it be recollected that the jadgment of 
the Hpaae wae liable to be impeached, 
and he ihould be sorry to wiine^s any 
pfoceedhtg that should seem to sustain 
meh Impeachment. Therefore he most 
earnestly deprecated precipitaucy, and 
more particularly 'as so many respectable 
mdmbers were hoard to slate that they 
were uiiprepai ed to pronounce any dcci- 
MOn upon the subject. He declared, that 
listd he been aware last night that the de¬ 
bate upon the business was likely to ex¬ 
tend to such a length, he would not Tkuve 
voted for the short adjourni^^t. There 
was no reason to doubt, that sc^tmal geA- 
tietnen might have been unable fronil&eir 
various avocations, as yet, to examinevhis 
paper, and to decide upon its character. 
The hon. gent, who spoke last, had put 
the question* under discussion upon the 
fairest grounds. \beiull?men might be 
^lly agreed in their opinion as to the 
privileges of that House,^nd yet unajile 
to determine whether this paper involved 
a breach of those privileges. Time suffi¬ 
cient for all due consitTeration ought there¬ 
fore to be granted. He had read the 
paper this day, ami he was of opinion, 
that it was a clear libel upon that House. 
Many who required lime for consideia- 
tioii, would, he had no dpubt, entertain 
the same opinion, if that oppostunity wese 
affordedv this motion should be 

disposed 0 ^, it would be remembered that 
another (Question would arise for discus¬ 
sion, into which the House could not at 
that hour be in a state to enter. He there¬ 
fore, without wishing to influence any 
other person, would vote for the adjourn¬ 
ment. By that coarse, it appeared to him 
«that the end in view would be attained 
with more satisfaction to the House and 
to tlie public. Whatever the House felt 
in this case, gentlemen must be aware 
that they vA^’e acting as judges In their 
own cause. lf,he were to frame a tonsti- 
tuUon anew, he was satisfied that be should 
feal it necessary to invent the House with 
the privileges it now possessed. Of course 
he was an advocate for those privileges. 
But still it must be borne in mind, that 
the House, in asserting such privileges, 
were judges in their own cause, and there¬ 
fore he always thought that, aiyioufiffi 
those privileges were never to be forma^ 
relinquished, they were yet to be.«vety 
discreetly exercised. This case, hbwever, 
Whs forced upon the House. He* should 
Idiite been.gl&d not to have heard any 
jhioji libout it. But it was now impossi¬ 


ble to give it the g»by. tfo wat'^sorryi 
because he never .knew any good to arise 
out of such eontests that could counters 
balance the disadvantages. But the House 
was brought to the alternative, either that 
it must give up its privileges, and perhaps 
incur the imputation of timidity, or assert 
.hose privileges with manlipess. Hewould 
have been happy, he repeated, if meaM 
could be devised of getting out of such a 
contest. But that was now impractica¬ 
ble, and in order to bring to the decision 
as much weight and authority ai possible, 
be would 8uppA*t the proposition for delay, 
required by those to whom so much 
weight and authority belonged. 

. Inc Chancellor qf the Exchequer said he 
would confess fairly, that, after what he 
had heard, particularly fiom his learned 
friend who had just ^it down, it would ap¬ 
pear obstinate and pertinacious in him to 
press an opinion, to which, however, he 
still unfortunately adhered, and refuse to 
accede to the repeated calls which were 
made for a farther adjournment of this 
questibn. At the same time, he begged 
leave distinctly to state, that upon exa¬ 
mining h^is mind, the last motive which 
could induce him to yield wos any thing 
like timidity or fear. He believed, in¬ 
deed, that that was the last ground upon 
which the House would yield in such a 
case. The House, he was persuaded, must 
be alive to the necessity which called for 
its interposition on this occasion, and that 
if it declined to assert its jinvileges, the 
most serious consequences weie too like¬ 
ly to follow. Li agreeing to the adjoui II- 
ment, ho protested against the ground 
laid for that proceeding in the amend- 
ment, nor could his objection be over¬ 
ruled by the assertion that the other 
question olluded to in that amendment 
was of more iniportmce than that under 
discussion, and that therefore it was en¬ 
titled to the precedency. (Hear, hearf 
from the Opposition bench.) He wished 
it to be Understood, that hts only resutoa 
fonassenting t6 the adjournment was that 
delay was acquired. One worflas to the 
chder° of tho gentlemen on the^olher ude. 
Those gentlemen professed a wish/fur 
unanimity, aod yet whvnthat dispo^tion 
appeared, they exuUed1!iif*ft^^ species of 
triumph. Witif this short remark he 
would leave those gentlemen to enjoy 
their triumph. ^ 

Mr. U^msonby asset ted, that the right 
hon. g^nt. t^no^justifted'in'the languagu 
which he had thought proper to apply to 
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lUi wde of ttto Hoofo. It woald be re- of tboir^ cotttonis wtro better 
mcmberedj th«t ho had yesterday dta- ta theobaenoo of the noble )oi9(p^ 
timJfcly maintained that time for delibeni^ iMley) to^ whom thcac matter* moroTpi^ 
lion ought to be alfi>rded upon tho very Ucularlyf but not •exciusirely, belooga^ 
grounds precisely which the learned geuU he should not now enter into any 
on thftonier side had urged in the coarse wishing, however/tobe informed by tbft 
of this night's discussion. It did not Qoble secretary oppo^tlCj (lord Liverpool^ 
therefore becopie the right hon. gentle- whether more, and what papers, were io- 
man to impuj^n the conduct of the gentle- tended to be delivered* 
men oh his side ef the House. But as to The Earl of I.ibef 7 HX>/ had only to obr, 
the right hon. gentleman's allusion to our serve, that the papers alluded to by tbo 
trwmph. said Mr. Ponsonby. he really noble baron had beeu divided iqto tWo 
rates himself too high and us too low. if sets^^lhose that belongod»to the diplomatic 
he supposes that there is any thing in his and those w^h belonged to the tnilHaj^ 
conduct or character which should make deparUyfirtf; He believed the diplomatic 
us feel elated by any triumph over him. papj^T^re already befoie the House, oa 
The Amendment was accordingly with- th^were in a greater degree of forward^e 


drawn. Upon the question being put for 


The remaining document*, viz. the) 


adjourning the debate till to-morrow s'eii- military papers, would soon be readyj^ 
night, some Noes were heard, but the but. in the absence of his noble friend* 
Speaker declared that the Ayes had it. hq should likewiiA de^no going into any 
Mr. l^thbridge declared the contrary, detail on the subject, while he expressed 
and a division was called for. Betove. a wish, at the same time, that the produc* 
however, the whole of the strangers had tioji o|non-proGuclion of the'papers should 
withdrawn frqm Ae gallery, Mr. Leth- not be decided by motion, but by an un« 
bridge was induced to withdraw hts op- derstanding that no*furtber papers should 
position. be delivered until after tlie discussion, of 

which the noble baron had given noiii e 
fur to-morrow. In the mean time he 
, , , liould take occasioikto communicate with 

Thuradny, Martk 29* his noble friend. 

[Campaign in Spain.] Lord* .Lord Grgtwlu expressed his acquies- 

rose.and said, that he held ih his hanefeer- cence in the noble eai I's propositjp n. and 
tain papers which had been laid betbre it was ordered that the HousSO^ummoneOi 
their lordships, respecting the conduct of for to-morrow, 
the latp campaign in Spain. Further pa- 
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per* had been moved tor. some of which 
had been delivered to their lordships, and 
otheiswere daily expected to co\k^ fiuin 
the printer's. In looking over those 
which have already been delivered, he 
had discovered a fresh proof, either of the 
culpable neglect, or the palpable incapa¬ 
city. of hts Majesty's ministers. They 
had now publish^ papers, (a thing, he be¬ 
lieved. almost wholly unprecedented.) 
which went not only to qoipprooyse tbb 
characters, but to expose the lives, of 
persoDs officially or confidentially em* 
ployed in Spain. This, he bglieved. was 
the ^first instance, in diplomatic corrCs- 
ponlence, in which persons of the descrip¬ 
tion alluded to^ had beep so compro- 
nused. Hcnhfiu]^ the matter a most se- 
vtoua one; so much ao.^tbat he should 
DOW give notice of a motion, which hi 
should ^ubmit to their lordshtpi to-morj>.| 
row. respcctiaff the propriety of dofening 
the farmer ]^ublicaiiQgi ^noXleliv^y of 
those papers, until the nature aadtcnaeQcy 
vet.. XVI. 
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TTutrsday, March 29* 

[Expedition to the Scheldt.] On 
the order of the day resuming the adv , 
journed debate on the policy and qonduci 
of the Expedition to the Scheldt* being, 
read, . 

Graeral Tarteon rose to wly to tl?o 
speech delivered on a fprmeiynigat bv ge» 
neral Craufurd. That hoiT. general ha^ 
described the horrors of campaigns thge 
never existed. anU entered minutely 
the paiticulars of assaults, ambuscade#]!., 
stormings, and other miseries of war* 
much that it was enoi^hto deprlrej^l 
ber^ who wfere not military umu* t|u 
sleep. ^ He bad then gone into amm 
il& on tfaa faUibility of 
thbraby the &Ulbility of m||f 
*h« reai^ believed, that.g 
than the- present* in., opyer 
The hon. ffeiier«|[ Ib^ ^ 

chances* ana #x|^i)aeji4trpK9t#b 
X • ^ 



l'opposite (CratiAird) had ooiameotedwrina* 


ships ofjLfCpDtestraupposkig^O^OQO troops 
had h^ap , Irpnapoited to the north of 
Gertnapy^ act between the Ems and the 
Weper* But this was not required, for all 
tbp^ Austria asked of this country, was, 

• dqlachcoents of cavafry and aitillcry. 
Frojn Germany, the hon. general travelled 
into Spain; and hero he agreed with him, 
tbot from the season of the year, nothing 
^^Id have been done in that quarter. 
1mm Spain, he went to Italy, and con¬ 
tended, that to this point an Expedition 
would have bceib loo late. lie (gefieral 
T.) did n'^t think so. As n'dldsters were 
in possession of information Oi ^',iiat was 
pasfting between Austria and Fran^, so 
early as December, 1808, they rm^ht 
have had an eiieciive force joined to ine 
UQ,000 men already in Sicily, reaily to 
act, where oJenc the enemy was vulnerable, 
in time sufficient el^tufilly to co-operate 
with Austria. But they would have the 
Scheldt, and nothing but t]jie Scheldt; and 
an Expedition, to wa&tc oar« resources, 
must be s?nt somewhere. He was nrmly 
convinced that, haviifg now overcome all 
opposition on the continent, we must ex« 
peetthat the greatest, warrior of thia, or 
«ther times would gratify his ruling pas¬ 
sion, by an invasion pf this country. It 
became us, then, to liusbat^d our means of 
defence, and not squander th^i in such.a 
manner^ and unon such fruitless enter¬ 
prises as fd^calamitous Expedition to 
Walchercn and the Scheldt. lie denied 
that this Expedition was any diversion in 
favour of Austria; as, bemre it sailed, 
ministers knew of the battle of Wagrara, 
and the conclusion of the armistice. 
Whenever they were informed t^t Napo- 
c leon had entered ii?to negociations, ex¬ 
perience ought to have taught them to 
autietpate the complete triumph of France, 
and the certain prostration of Austria. 
Such had h*en the consequences to the 

E owers whd^-trcated with him alter the 
attles of ' Marengo, Austerlitz, and 
Friedland. A noble lord (Castlereagb) 
had.told them, that the* general officers, 
with whom government chose to consult, 
were not, when they delivered theii' opi¬ 
nions, in possession of the facts on wbteh ' 
government decided. These officers vfere 
rash in declaring their opinions, \fitb^t 
i perfect knot^iedge 'of grounds^ 
which they stood; and at no 4m haAi^n 
ipven theni> he considefed the e)6nsuUa-« 
of government to beoite ofthemateit 
Blpckenes. aikl'insults ever 'o^ea to the 
professtoni The bon*' ^nontl 


what too severely on the^evidence given 
by a worthy fnend of bis (sir W. Era** 
kine,) in whose answers somuch accuracy, 
information, skill, judgment, and intelli¬ 
gence was displayed, iu to make biin al¬ 
most believe that tne soul ofbis illustrious 
father again lived in bim» ^ There was no 
similarity between the late campaign and 
that of 1746, for then we were masters of 
the country, and able completely to invest 
the fortified places; while in the last cam¬ 
paign the relief every day toc4)e expected 
from their friends, would induce the be¬ 
sieged to hold out to the last extremity. 
He then proceeded to remark on the evi¬ 
dence of gen, Browhrigg, for whose pro¬ 
fessional knowledge he professed very 
high veneration. That general had given 
It, as his opinion, that the Expedition 
might reach Santvliet, and land in divisions, 
on the Ist, 2d, and 3d of August; and in 
13 or 14 days, accomplish all the ob^ 
jects in view and be on their re^rn home. 
This was a mere visionary opinion, upon 
which government was so much buoyed 
up, as to undertake this impracticable 1^- 
pedition, where every thing* depended on 
the veni, vidi, viei. 

He should now take a view of the cam¬ 
paign, and see how different to these 
pleasing speculations, which the planners 
of il'indulged in by anticipation so confi¬ 
dently, every thing turned out. After an 
unaccountable and culpable delay of nine¬ 
teen ilays, the army obtained possession 
of Flushing. With regard to the capture 
of Walclieren, their operations were os 
slow and clumsy as any he had ever had 
occasion to contemplate in the whole 
course of'his military observation. In¬ 
stead of proceeding in the way they did, 
as time was their object, they ought to 
hare marched down at once a single co¬ 
lumn of 6,000 men. By these means 
they would have Cut off the i^inibree- 
thents «throwQ .into Flushing from the 
country; prevented'inundation, and, if the 
garrison came'out to fight, terminated that 
affair, by d^ating them, and entering the 
toWn with the ^ying enemy. ^ , 

t As &r the operations against Antwerp, 
there appeai;ea some contradiction! be¬ 
tween the evidence of^nM^Brown^igg 
^d the other officers who had been ex¬ 
amined, as to the state of its fortifications. 
General Brownrigg appeared to h^ve paid 
more attention to the sul^rbs and out* 
workst tbanSw wl^at in geriSral m<we occu¬ 
pied a soldier's attentma—the height of 
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Uie maf9ttt»imi d^h of theditcfe. In ' tbe alteHor ob^«M wcMfe 'Tli# 

hit WQKWl^' respecting a landiag at Cad- whole iranMction, for ah^ardhy tf 
san^ ha was also 9A vananee with other and profiigt^y af expenditure^ amohhW 
oflleen. Having animadverted upon gen. the vacillationt* ef ministers, stood pt^ 
Browarigg's opinions,* on this point, the eminent for folly and ignorance, w 
hon. general aWargaed against the opi- mhst therefore grve his vole against thf’ 
nioits of gen. Mac Leod> that a bombard^ ^|||todmen|.. 

mentofAntweri^wouldhavehadanyefiect,'*^Ktocrai CVottford explained. It had 
and of gen. Sontagfthatit might be easily never been said that government kept baelf 
compelM to surrender; and contended, information foom the ofilderB they coti- 
upon the whole, that the fall of this place suited, bat that the infortfistion Ihafr^* 
could not be expected so early as mi- solved them was received aftWc that coll* 
nisters were fed to calculate upon. The suUafion, and indticed them to deformflth 
noble lord (Castlereagh) had brought be- upon a mcasgso, to which they had pro* 
fore the House many instances ^ failure, vfousiviM^fin^, but apod which they I^' 
as if ail the failures in the wMd coukl not a^ady made up tneir minds, 
ever exculpate him from his share of re- )ar> Itoae said^ he would not ul^dertake* 
sponaibHity upon this disastrous Expedi- nor was he competent to follow the bohl* 
ttori. He had gone to the Dardanelles, to general through all his military details and* 
Egypt, to Buenos Ayres, and when the observations, particularly as W his argu-^ 
winds failed, had tried the waves, and .menu went aglinstVthe operations hi 
steered to the Baltic. After endeavouring Wakheren, in approbation of which i 
to excuse his failure, be had tried to make vote of the Hoi^se Hiad passed. He cbn-' 
them belies e tint the expence was no tende<^ however, in opposition to th€ 
more than ; but surely they hon. general, that ^the Expedition had" 

must be blind and lame who coulcf give operated as a diversion m favour of 
credit to this. He would mention a few Austria, and had drawn troops from tbc 
of the extraordinary items in w^ich the noi^ of 0<rmany, which would okherwlSw 
rxpence incurred must have been very have bem brought to bear upon thtf 
great, it must have been very great in Danube. The Expedition was prepared 
transports; in the additional ships of war and in readineis, before the news of the 
placed in commission; in the great and annistice Was received; and would thd 
expensive changes in these sl^s, t^ing hon. general and his frien^ks^baxiMinarel]^^ 
out their guns and taking mhoKLs; in the on that account, laid it and^withtoili 
hospital ships, fitted up in the peculiar doing any thing ? By being sefit to the 
way they were; in the commissariat de- Scheldt, it had drawn genera! Gratieti; 
partment; in the expenditure of ord- with 7000 men, from the north of Geftna- 
iiance; in the medical department; in. ny ; it had brought the imprisons froltll 
the new staff appointments; in ^secret- Stettin, Custrin, &c. and wholes 
service money; in materials for building, Westphalian army was on its march 
bricks, lime, &c.; in the flotifla; in the oppose it. But, even stripping the affitir 
calling out- of general officers; in the of its merits as a diversion, after the hmek 
miscellaneous charges; and in the loss of of assisting our allies were over, ^e wS 
7,000 men,, the expence of recruiting tish object was worthy of the ExpeditiOti; 
whom, estimated at 40f. per man, in itself and the tidcing of Flushing afoite, coaM 
would amount to little'short of halfamil- it have been retained, Wds worth tho 
lion. Upon all t^se items,the e«:peace whole expence. This was not his opi* 
could not reasonably be taken at Teas than nion alone; it Was the opinion of men, td 
9,000,000/. When our fohie arrived«at whose sense and skill the country wouM 
Baths, then it was that the offiuers, so san- ever bow wilhdeforence, andnotexpreMit 
guiiu in Eijgland, discovered that the db- privately to him, but publicly, to pobliixf 
ject of the &pedition was impracticable; ^men. jLord Nelfon, when eOtfifoipaA 
that Itjillo was be taken; that Ant- against Boulogne, had declared H bd 
werp was approached, and that hieopiiiion,lhatthe conqu^ 

the shipping, the great end of their rquiD* wal the mOst important oC^bet tfafV ffoUkw 
mentf were moved entirely out of their t^VauM achieve. In hie tuMr to lord 
reach. ^He Would not go into arguments •VincenC on the subject, he stated, thai 
on ihe'unheal^v season ■elected*by mi- te geteo Helvoet or Floshfngi and destroy 
nisters for tfaTs lKxpediti<m, e(fi the. Cruel the ene^'i shipping, woaltfbotfaogreat^ 
detention of the men at Wateberen, after eit service ibat^coald be rmidered te*9lit» 
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cbiintry, He^offiired bo dndertake^ tht 
task, thtft it would retjuire a 

Wfeefc’s and 5 dr6,0(X) men. This 
s^dwed.that lao^hted hero's opinion, that 
ttl^atesi danger of invanion to his na- 
tiV^iand was from Flushing, and that it 
Would'be of riffdifficult conquest, 
i^me was the opinion of commodc^F 
Owen; than whom a mure skilful, dis¬ 
cerning, and excellent oiTicer did not 
the British service, liere the rigKt 
hbn. gent entered into a handsome eulo- 
glum on the clistcnguished officer ^ifftose 
name he had mentioned, arui^ho from his 
gallantry, activity and prompiiitnde, tn 
every emergency, had attracted in^ pe¬ 
culiar notice and friendship of lord 
son. He entertained similar opinions as 
to the importance of Flushing; and it was 
from such assihoritics as these that he (Mr. 
Rose] drew his ai^jme^t, that the coei- 
<)acst of Flushing alone (could it have 
hcen retained) was a sufficient object^ to 
justify and indemnify us for the e^^ence 
x>rihe Expedition. By the possession of 
that port, where 'JO sail of the line could 
lie in the basin, fully equipped, and rea¬ 
dy to come out with an irast wind,!|twe 
would avoid the great cxpeiicl of keep¬ 
ing two fleets, on different stations, to 
watch the enemy. It i\puld also have 
been more eifectual than eve? destroying 
the enaniiy ^s ^hipping. For, though we 
destroyed nis ships, they could be 
replaced^ while the forests suppli¬ 
ed the timber; but, by possessing 
Flushing, we utterly annihilated' Ant¬ 
werp, and all the fleets in the Scheldt. 
The right'hon. gent, then went into an 
examination of certain parts of the evi¬ 
dence, to shew ihat^r R. Strachan, oapt, 
CockbUrn, and others, from J 3th August 
to '29ih Oct., continued to think Flushing 
of'such importance, that it ought not to 
be given \^. That it ought not to be 
'given up, oiiVi^ccount of the security re¬ 
taining it gave to this country, as welt as 
whh an eye to future operations against 
bhd^enemy on the continent. There was 
another consideration attached to this 
subject. ' Even though we were unable to 
have kept possession of Flushing, could' 
we have destroyed the navigation of, the 
' Scheldt Such a service would havejps- 
'Cfficdthe Expedition.—He shewed, 
an extract from a letter of si^R. Str.a««ln, 
oh the 1 3ih Aug., he had cofisidered^ 
as practicable. Ministers alsT) weee 
'tfbi'efere justified in having thought it at- 
!;’<aiiiable. The hoofr -g^ had accused 


them of being the most fallible minfistera 
that ever this country saAr, and w noble: 
loitl (PorChester) bad described this as tbe^ 
most disastrous of alt e^prditinns; a re^ 
view of our history however would sbeW- 
that these assertions were not well found-: 
:ed. He would not go back to the great 
failure of prince Eugene apd the duke of 
Savoy ; but take a short retrospect, from 
the end of the reign of queen Anne, and 
from thence prove, that ottier ministei's 
had been as fallible, and other expeditions 
equally unsuccessful. He dhl not mean 
to throw a shade on the enshrined virtue 
of those distinguished men; but it was 
iinpossib]d%o look into their history with¬ 
out finding that they had, in their zeal 
for England and England's glory; some¬ 
times attempted projects which they were 
unable to accomplish. He looked to the 
celebrated'attack on Toulon, by an army 
undtT prince Eugene, and a under 
the command of a great British admiral. 
That attempt, concerted with wisdom, 
and prosecuted with bravery, proved abor¬ 
tive. ' An allusion had been made to the 
attack on Rochefort, and the force em^ 
ployed there stated as holding no compa¬ 
rison in point of numbers to that employed 
in Walcheren. But draw the comparison 
of those separate forces from their propor¬ 
tion the whole force of the kingdom as 
it stood at the periods of those two Expe¬ 
ditions, and they would be found close 
upon an equality. The Rochefort Expe¬ 
dition was undertaken with all advan¬ 
tages in its favour. Accurate information 
had been obtained ; the Expedition itself 
had originated in the memorial of a most' 
able officer; and yet the whole service 
done was the capture of the little isle of 
Aix. Lord Howe, in the Magnanifhe, 
with a pilot on board, better acquainted 
than any man in England with the French 
coast, was run aground within two miles 
of the island.—On ‘the return of the Ex- 
^editio^, the. public expressed no dis¬ 
pleasure]; until a clamour was* gradually 
excited, whdn sir J. Mordaunt, tiie 
commandiqg officer of the I'Cxpedition, 
w^s brought to a court martial. M^ueh 
ridicuie had been thrown on the bdea 
of taking .^n^werp bv a coup-de-^ain; 
but without attemptiitgwm^imself op 
tw a judge of military matters, be had 
strong authorities for his belief of what 
might be done by a etn^de-maini ■ (He 
then read some extracts from a military 
work-in i^ich,,general^f||Ofiier's opi¬ 
nion was given on the nature and uses 
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of tb« ttteck by €oi/p-4^mam, and a 
narrative of th* capture of Bergen-op* 
Zoftm by general lAwendafal by a sud¬ 
den attack.) It was. s-nd he. by a covp- 
dt'Mom, that this fortress, then the 
strongest iii the world, was taken Ismael, 
WHh a large army within its walls, was 
taken by the s^ineripifl and bold assault 
But to revet t to the Bjq>editions of which 
he li d been pieviousty hpeaking. Lord 
An&oii. when first luid of Ine admiralty. 
sailed w ith an army on board, coiiimanded 
by the gieaoduke ol Mailboiougli, on nti 
expedition to the coasts of the Bay of 
Biscav Th it expedition returned, re <n- 
Jictd, the Duke went to command in Ger¬ 
many , and general Bligh, at the head of 
the forces, landed to destioy Cherhourgh. 
He could theie do nothing more (han burn 
a tew mt rchant ^hips, destroy a basin, and 
carry off a few brass guns. He marched 
a short distance up the country, and was 
attacked , his ictiirn to the shore was im¬ 
peded, and on the embarkation at St Cas, 
his icai guaid wtre taken pnsoneis or 
slain Ihuk ended that expeditioif. lie 
(Ml. Kusr), now turned to another in¬ 
stance, in which nothing but accident 
could have pieientcd a total fSilure It 
was on the expedition under geneial Bai- 
rington ag inst the Iticncb West India 
islands Aftei a two months res stance. 
Guadaloiipe was tdken , but t‘ e getieril, 
in his dispatches, acknowledged himself 
deeply indebted to fortune that it was not 
lost to, the country, as count Beauhainois, 
the fathrr (said Mr. Rose) of, I hclieve, 
the iKC-kin^ofJtily (a laugh)—appeaud 
off the island at the moment of it^caplure 
with 2.t>0t) men, whose ai rival, a few 
hours eat her, would have foiled the whole 
Expedition He then turned to more 
modern times, and hinted it the Darda¬ 
nelles, Lgypt, and other miscainages of 
the last administration. He did not state 
these things in ordei *to throw any census 
on any administration, ^but to dispioVe 
what had been asserted ;*and tostnew that 
if nothing was evei to be«undertaken«but 
with an absolute certainiv o^success, no¬ 
thing wf^rtjiy a nation would evt r be d6ne 
Anei enumerating some additional case^ 
of lyiavoidablej^iture, Mr.^Rose proceed¬ 
ed to reply*^fo iMier points, which had 
been touched upon in the course of the 
debate* It had been asserted that the dk- 
pence of this present Expedition must.! 
have lieeii understated at The 

calculation*bl'an hon. geneMl (F^leton) 
logesioiialy swelled it up to three miUioAs, 


but tJwB idea was absurd. The estiiyietft, 
were all bt'fbie the House, and it wat idle' 
to suppose public odtcirs capable of ptijh 
ting so low and unart he ml a trick on the 
common stnse of tie flouse; 24-dOoof( 
badOeen charged foroidnance tiauispcrU* 
This was the chaigr not of the orPn^nie^ 
but of the transpoit t^oard. with whom 
those matters lay, and whose peculur pio- 
vmce and duty it was to coiled all turns- 
pl>i t set vices, which wei e formerly sepa¬ 
rate, into one system and direction He 
snijifelc the most pertc^t conviction that 
the reteiitio^d Flushing was a wise mca^ 
sure; a^piwmien efn countiy had given 
list l^roe to Consider lib v lue, and calmly* 
esu^ate the dmgtis vihicO menaced U 
frmn that quaiui ol the enem\*s force, 
he wa!> convinced that ihcir judgment 
Would Ip altogdlui in iaio^; of the wia-r 
dpm which pUiued Ixptduion. and 
the policy by which its gieai objects were 
endeavoured to b( retained 
liOid F OAbifr/c (m a niaiJen speech) 
said.^ie bfiould not sen uie to deliver his 
opinion or ticspa-s«4Jp *a the atfpiitiun of 
the House to nicht, when he was pwarp 
the time of the House miglu be so much 
betit 1 eng. ged, end he ni rl n to U his 
duty on i cjiubtio^t of such importance, 
not to gise a silent vote. Jiie (pie>tji>ii. as 
ij struck hyii,*wa8. whether mnii’itcis i|i 
the E\p(diiton they had undci taken bad 
made a wise and judtch?h^i!Pt? of'the 
means entiusted to their caie^ Altera 
ipsult V hn h had so little satisfied the ex¬ 
pectations of tl e nation, tin inquiry seemed 
g(iierill> to have bitn rtquiied, and that 
mquiiy had taken place in tlat House, 
wheic alone it ciuld salihfnctorily |.ro« 
<icd Alu r an dUiuiUve perusal of eveiy, 
fiait of the case, it^id not ^tein to him 
tliat the evidence was calculate d to ixc nag. 
bur, on the comraiy, that it went wboUy 
to condemn the niinisters, by whom the 
Expednion had been undcnaken. The 
invasion *>f Holland in *iiie year^ 
should have shewn them what chance 
they bad of snet ess in adventuring on 
siiiiilir enteiprizes in fuiute. Fveii afier 
the Expedition was re idy.ministeis should 
have loikech to ilie stati of tfie country 
they were‘about to attack, befofe they 
sacrificed the army. Ihey should 
&velooked to what tbe*shouhlers of tlie 
piople of this country would beir, before 
thiv'Vlded six-penoe to the expenecs* 
^bich already pressed oo them so severely. 
It was alledged, that we might have takvp 
Antwerp by a.coip-dc-ma»i. He agreyi^ 
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mother time that the Expedition bed not 
creaMd anf diversion W the Tecai of 
troops from (he J>anube* for that (he gar* 
rison of Antwerp was in fin efficient state. 
One or other of these assertions must be 
true. 'The fact was, that the Dtttch army 
had been recalled from Stj^alsund solely 
for the defenep of Holland.—The noble 
lord by whom the debate had been 
opened had assumed too much, when he 
said that the opinion of every military 
man who bad, or might have, been con¬ 
sulted on th€ subject, ought to have de¬ 
terred government from the attempt. To 
refute this position the hon. gent, entered 
into an examination of the military opi¬ 
nions in evidence, and contended that 
that of grneral Brownrigg particularly, 
whose sentiments (without making an in¬ 
vidious comparison) were as worthy of 
attention as tnose of any' officer whatever, 
thought favourably of it; he having de¬ 
clared, that even on the 25tb, had it not 
been for the sickness of the army, he 
should have recoiffinended their advance 
in the confidence that they woulahavc 
done much to meet the hopes of the 
country. There was another,question 
also which mingled itself with the con-, 
sideiation of the possible surrender of 
Antwerp to a bombardment, and that was 
the probability that that town ihigl^ be 
indisposed towards the present dynasty of 
Trance. As to the melancholy conse¬ 
quences of the retention of Walcheren, he 
assured the hon. ge;ntlemen opposite, that 
they did ndt monopolize all the feelings of 
sorrow for the valuable lives whi^h had 
there been lost by the pestilential effects 
of the climate and the diseases incident to 
it. The question was, however, whether 
the* importance of the object (an import¬ 
ance acknowledged by several successive 
administrations] would have justided his 
Majesty's ministers in the peculiar cir¬ 
cumstances of Europe*—in the balanced 
state of the war between. Fraoee and 
Austria, to relinquish such a possession, 
whilst the retention of it* could possi¬ 
bly opera^ in ffivour of Austria. Wql- 
cheien vras.evacuated in October; how 
much sooner would the hon, gentle¬ 
men vopposUe bare had it* evacuated? 
Would thetTiave hid it evacuated when 
lord Ghalham urmd its retention, and 
when sir Richard Strachan wrote home, 
conjuring ministers not to take any hasty 
step on a subject of such ]tnpqc^idb,both 
in a naval and'in a milimfy point of 
view? Before it was evacuated when diat* 


measure was detennined utom 
incumbent on us to render it less ava^^ 
to the enemy as the means of inenac«vtr..,r 
annoyance. Orders were consequently'' 
giv^n to that efiect soon as the trepty^ 
between France and Austria was know^ 
and as soon as those orders had been ear¬ 
ned into execution the evacuation was 
effected. If all the arguments which be^ 
had used were well grounded—if there 
whs no doubt of the pmicy of the Expediv 
tion—if no Expedition could have been 
undAtaken at an earlier period—if no 
other Expedjilion could have been under- 
tdken vMfno fair a prospect of success, or 
ind^ with such combined hopes of ad* 
vayCage—if the naval and military execu¬ 
tion of the enterprize were free from 
blame—if no dishonour had tarnished hb 
Majesty's arms,^then^ he thought the 
House bound to*concur'in the amend-* 
ment of the hon. gent., to which he unafp 
fec^cdly declared, that lie agreed wifh 
greater s itiisfaction than on any former 
occasion of a similar^nature, 

Mr. Oration declared his reluctance to 
enter into any contrast between the im- 
lilary enterprizes of his Majesty's govern* 
ment, and those operations of mjlitary 
policy conducted under the administration 
of the great lord Chatham. He would at 
once proceed to the immediate discussion • 
of the great question before.themrwnd try 
it upon its me^fits as detailed in the evi^ 
dence collected at their bar. f^was idle 
to assert that, in viewing the policy ofttko 
late Expedition, much was obtained by the 
conquest of Flushing. Would the right 
hon. gentlemen opposite contend, that%r 
that acquisition alone such an armament 
should have been senliout ? If they did, he 
would in answer tell them, that for snob 
an object, the sacrifice of so Itwef 
and of so much treasure was unwarrant¬ 
able. (Hear! bear!) But it*had been 
averredf in defence of the detmon of that 
pestilential idand, dtat sir Richard 0tra^ 
chan had conjui%d the government not to 
issue orders for its abandonment, until lit 
should have a personal commuoicati^^ 

,with them. Let us for purpose of 
estimating the authority of that 
upon that point, take into our^ consktar** 
(ion the whole of h» expressed o(>iniofUi. 

It *sas true, that he did write to fne admW 
ratty iit^the manner specified, lot nrhm 
Was his final impression upon that subject} 
Did be*not tell pou, at toe bgr, that if Jie 
had calculated the incidental cxpMkCe, m 
(he increasing sickness, J^e woqla not ^ 
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ilioiiglit the<!«t^ntiort advisable? That in 
^rmatioti t)ie government must have hac 
in their pu^cs»'*n when they received the 
fetter of the gallant aHiiif'ral, and therefore 
it waa a most idle jjtradox to fortify theii 
conduct ill tv.nfiuning a British army ii 
ibat scene of contagion, "p»n the untx 
|>lain»‘d de^'re <*v('iri ot siich an nfficcv. 
Aright hoii. (Mr. Host*,) hid en- 
deavoiui'd to establish the inference, that 
it was wise to h ive attempiod the fonqui/^ 
of the ide of Walchtran, becau'je i^haf] 
been ircoinmended by lord fselson* t(. 
make such an attempt at a Ca>’mer period 
with 5/JOO men. Now, it b^n iiieahs 
follows, ihi ugh 10 make an attaeje u^n it 
with 5 000 men should be propei,\hat 
therefore it was wist, under thi* prc'ieni cir- 
cumslaiices, to retain it with an army ol 
20,000 meft! Be.sde^, what W’ere the ad¬ 
monitions of sir Eyre Coote and general 
Don i Did they not tell his Majesty’s go¬ 
vernment, that it was absolutely ncces.^ry 
to send out a new force, not alone to (lefcnd 
the unprofitable conquest, hut to protect 


disposable force oTtbe country bapiY^ed 
at that period to be extensive. Now ib 
whit length did this argument extend? 'It 
extended to this, that because wC chance 
to have unemployed a very large portion 
of our army and our navy,-it is necessary 
that wc'should be doing something. No 
matter how hazardous me^enterprize; no 
mailer Iv^w uriauthoiized our policy; the 
defence of the ruinisier is, that we had 
such a force, and therefore we ought to 
get rid of it. Ministers cannot now 
shrink from the whole responsibility of 
this great failure, inasmuch .is it has been 
the sole ofispring of the inveterate adhe¬ 
rence to their own views. Had they been 
irictined to accede to the intelligence and 
information of the officers whom they 
consulted, it was impossible that they 
couid hav^ ever determined upon &uch an 
injudicious and fatal ent<‘rprize. Those 
generals had given no dubious, undecided 
answer; there was nothing equivocal in 
their inferences ; but one and all ex¬ 
claimed against the insanity of the propo. 


from the enemy your dying army in their sed project. It was, however, not to be 


hospitals? The noble lord (Castlercagh,) 
late Secretary for the war department, 
had argued upon the propriety of that po¬ 
licy, which, in the state of Europe, during 
the late struggle between Austria and 
• Prance, recommended an armament from 


overlooked, that even those answers bad 
the edec^ of rescuing tlie country from a 
more aggravated calamity. The House 
must recollect that lord Chatham had 
stated in his evidence, that it was one of 
the ^rojdcts of the Government to make 


this crtn ntft fi,tft*operate a'l a favourable di- the attack upon Antwerp by the route of 


version for the former pow^. In compli¬ 
ance with the dictates of that policy the 
late armament was prepared. It was pre- 
pareil before the Armistice concluded 
oetween the two armies in Germany was 
known in this country, but it did not sail 
until that event was undeniably certain. 
Then was it to be contended by the mi¬ 
nister, that the course which was right to 
pursue'before such a state of events was 
known in ^this country, was also right to 
be carried* into practice after it was fully 
ascertained iW a most lameiitable*change 
had taken place in the situation of our al- 
'lies—such a change as left no chance for 
the success of that object, to accomplish 
Which thisvery Expedition was originally 
plaiyied. That was, in other words, that^ 
you should follow up that very course in 
the event of peace, which you havajust 
decided upopoas applicable'to a(3iate;of 
war. So much for the strength of^at 
jpart of the defence, which rested ^upon the 
'jjMpoted diversion in favour of Aunria,* 


Ostend. From the mischievous conse¬ 
quences of such an attempt, the country 
had tlic good fortune pf being protected 
by the unanimous protest of th^ftve gene¬ 
ral officers with whom the government ad¬ 
vised. They mitigated the temerity of the 
minister, by the decided firmness of that 
protest, and at the same time, that they 
saved the whole of the army from absofute 
ruin, afforded the most convincing ilius- 
tralion of the doctrine, that upon military 
objects, your best dependence is upon the 
^vice and intelligence of military men. 

(fonsrastcd.with the ruinous project of 
commencing operations by Ostend, the 
combined operation in the Scheldt had 
inly the comparative advantage of being 
ess Impracticable. Such wa^ the opinion 
of all the generals almost, who were con- 
ulted or employed. Sopie who haA'their 
doubts before the sailing of*'your arma- 
pient, found, when they arrived upon the 
pot, when they were acquainted with all 


he local circumstances, those dehbta fully 
wasa|f»another observatjon'oftlTat confiriAed. Lord Rosslyn,had stated, in 
MbU lord, Ja which he argued that the answer to Question, whbthW the failure 
n^ihdilioD Was j[u8tifia51e, because the Vas the consequence of the delay, that he 
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4id not think this formidable expedition 
would have at any time succeeded. Sir 
Wau Erskine told you^ that within a 
week Antwerp could have been secured 
against a siege; whilst lord Chatham, the 
otucer selected by the government to com¬ 
mand that expedition, stated not only that 
ite had his doubts, which were borne down 
bv the admirali}'', hut that he did not 
place the fullest confidence in the intelli¬ 
gence which bad been communicated to 
Hu colleagues. The naval officers also 
alibrded nothing that did not tend to dis¬ 
courage any prudent or circumspect go¬ 
vernment from embarking in such a 
hazardous and desperate project. But 
ministers had intelligence of a secret na.- 
ture from abroad, which had the effect of 
multiplying the objections of the general 
officer, ana of confirming themselves in 
the propriety of the policy with which 
they were originally impressed. What 
has the Report of the Secret Committee 
communicated respecting that intelli¬ 
gence? It has given, first, a memoir of 
the state of Walcheren in the* year 
1803; secondly, another memoir of the 
state of the same island, in the year 
1805, drawn up by a Dutch officer, with 
notes by captain Owen. The third is 
a return of the enemy’s forces in that 
island, anonymous and without'any date. 
And, lastly, a return of the enemy’s forces 
in the vicinity of Antwerp, extracted from 
a printed French army list, of the year 
1808, /ound in the possession of a French 
officer, who was taken prisoner in Cata¬ 
lonia. Besides, there were some sugges¬ 
tions from a secret person, that, * for the 
defence of Ajstwerp in case of attack, no 
reinforcements could be spared from Hol- 
laAd ; and on the side of France supplies 
could not be forwarded before the expira¬ 
tion of a week. Here, theoi was the great 
inducement which engaged ministers to 
dispatch their foimidable armament to 
the Scheldt. For the att^ipment^f their 
abject, they bad the chance, thsft if they 
did their business in a wdbk, the French 
would not be on them ; but not within 
tha^ time, they must be ruined. A^fe; 
but such stimulating inducements received 
a cogsiderablc ii^rease of ipilucnce from 
an occurrence oi mighty promise, which 
had a short time before taken place at 
ftotterdam. Before he should relate that 
o^icurrence, it was necessary to state, that 
it was mrniah^ by his MmesU’s govern- 
.nnnt, to prove that they hatf justifiable 
um^tu fbreypectiug that there existed at 
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that period, in Holland, a strong inclina¬ 
tion to actual resistance against the ty¬ 
ranny of France. What then was this 
event so replete with public hope ? It was 
the rescue by a mobi of some boysJi)rouglit 
up in a poor-house *n Rotterdam, from a 
party ot Fiench soldiers, who were 
hurrying these boys to the army. Was 
It possible that any govei-ninent could 
think of sending out an expedition of forty 
thouitand men upon the futility of such in¬ 
telligence as that ? There was also some 
coufinents in the Report of the Secret 
Committee ^jon the information recei^flpd 
from a^g^erson described to be a young 
man» of the state of Antwerp, in the year 
There was one proof of the accu¬ 
racy of that source of information; for 
the same individual, though he acknow¬ 
ledged to have passed thimugh Breda, 
upon an inquiry whether any works had 
been newly erected there, stated, that if 
there had they had escaped his observation. 
Was^it, i|c would appeal to the House, 
consistent with the duty which statesmen 
owe that country Whose interests they are 
bound to protect, to hazard its honour and 
its security by equipping a powerful ar¬ 
mament, and destining it to a most unfor¬ 
tunate point, upon such intelligence as has 
been described ? 

. It might be perfectly true, that, 6n the 
17th of July, Antwerp might npt have 
had a very considerable garrison; but 
that on the 7th of the succeeding August, 
such a force might have been collected 
from nineteen garrison towns in its vici¬ 
nity, us would have insured the complete 
defeat of 3 'our army. This was an infer¬ 
ence iiot/ounded, as the noble lord would 
have it, upon the i^iture of the project, • 
but resting upon the nature of the evi¬ 
dence elicited at the bar. For what con¬ 
fidence could that House now place in the 
communications upon which ministers 
acted, when every stage o(^the Expedition 
confirmed their falsehoods Cadsand, they 
were told, wasi without troops, and Lilfo 
not in a state of defence. Lord Huntley 
found in Cadsand 2,000 men to oppose hia 
debarkation, and heard that the whole 
force of the enemy amounted to 7|0(X). 
Wl|at said' sir Richard Strachan at the 
bar ? ^ He lold you that with res^t to 
the state of both, he found*himaelf 

(t was true that with respect to An^ 
werp, general Brownrigg had endeavour^ 
to prove the project practicable, by shew¬ 
ing, that under certain assdmed circuit- 
stances he could bare earried it it^to e^jK 
Y •* ’ 
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cntion. But in answer to this alledged 
practicability, he would ask why, if the 
attack upon Antwerp was tlius easy and 
obvious, was not lord Chatham brou^lit to 
trial for the failure ? Plow was it that if 
17,000 men could succeed against the 
fortified town of Flushing, containing a 
garrison of near 10,000 men, an army 
exceeding 20,0n0 men, could fail in their 
attempt upon Antwerp, without a garrison, 
with guns dismounted, and perfectly urf- 
aware, as ministers say, of the invjjsion 
of an enemy ? Was it to be understood 
tbat the local diffiouUics w^rc to swell 
mto importance, when they wetV to jus¬ 
tify the retreat’ of the army, but weV,i: to 
dwindle into trifles when brought fornVd 
to exonerate the minister ? Upon what 
fair presumption then can the minister 
call upon thrit House to regulate its deci¬ 
sion by a reliance upon evidence, which 
it knows to be false, and to neglect evi¬ 
dence which it must feel ,.to be truer , It 
mnst feel that it has been proved that in 
every part of the propo.^cd arrangement, 
the result falsified the intelligence upon 


lure Austria afler h^r fall to the renewal 
of a struggle which would have for ever 
scaled her subjugation ? Behold then the 
prospects under which this most calamitous 
armament left your ports. The season 
changed; the elements adverse; your ally, 
for whom the diversion was to be made, 
discomfited and ruined; ;^nd suing far 
terms of peace with the couqueror in her 
capital, whilst pestilence and plague were 
awMiling the arrival of your armada, to 
commence with ravenous appetite their 
contagious warfare against your gallant 
dcfeiul.cis. But the authors of these cala¬ 
mities coiiLcikI, that this House should not 
try, hy mechanic rules, the unmeasurable 
spirit <jf the British heart. They appeal 
to the hats of our ancestors, and to the 
gloiitv') ofour hihtoiy. to palliate the'eflects 
of miiiUteriul temerity oml ignorance. 
Oo they forcet, that when that spirit was 
exciti d—when those glories w'cre display¬ 
ed, ilu y wM-re directed against the ancient 
cMon;y of their name ? It was in the hard- 
tbtiglij battles with battalions of France or 
Spain, iliat Britain obtained her 
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ed thrui into their fortress', and taken 
Ber^en-op-Zooin as well as Antwerp. 

If a g:irrison ventures any distance 
front its fortress, and sustains a complete 
defeat, it is either liable to be cut oil) in 
which ca^e ihc place of course is left in 
a defeiicelcvs :^taie ; or the enemy, by a 
close pursuit, and by absolutely iniMu^ 
with the fu'^itives, enters the l»ovn 
With them. Juduinif then from every 
lliin^ wc have btlore us, i( the wind and 
weather had permitted the execution ol 
the originally projected plan of operation, 
I see nothing to have prevented our suc¬ 
cess, and nothing to have endangered our 
retreat. 

When the commanding officers of ar-. 
tillery and engineers stated in their evi¬ 
dence, that they reckoned upon no ene¬ 
my to obstruct them in gelling forvvarc. 
their artdlcrv' and str)res, they nicaiil only 
that lliev '’xpecied to rec eive that com¬ 
plete lit gree o .-.ecuriiy and protection, 
which a coverii army is always supposed 
to alliiid upon such f)ccasions. 

Our approaches would have boeif car¬ 
ried on w itliout any possibility ol' inter¬ 
ruption from the garrison, that being of 
such a description as* not to adTnit of its 
risking to occupy the onUvorks, or tlie 
fecnvcred way it tliere had been oru' ; and 
mi course, it never could have sallied from 
the gaits, certain as it must Iiavc Ift^'en 
ofcompleie defeat, and consecpjcntly ap¬ 
prehensive that we should have folhnved 
it into the place. 

In tlw? w'hole of this operation I have 
not taken credit for any advantage of 
ground, which liowcn’cr is said lo be 
iavourabh* to our approaches; nor of 
those large stone* suburbs which could nc>t 
have Ik cneifectually des’troycil, and w hicli 
by atlording us much shelter nud protec¬ 
tion would hav really facilitated our 
attack. I.ook t* o ovitlencc of general 
Bi'ovvnrigg, who pos?c^sos more local 
knovvhdge of Antwerp aiui its v;cinii\* 
than any other evidence, from* haviug 
been deputy quarler-iiiastt?r-genei al l^o 
our ariny«iii and at one Vme whilst 

in ilial Mthation eanloned m the suburbs 
of Anlweip. It IS pecubar'y the busiiKss 
of tlic qiiarlei-masier-gener.il ol an army 
and ins ileputy, to make themselves ao i 
curately acquainted with all the derails of] 
tlie country ni which the army nets. • j 

I have supposed no favourahh circuin- 
stance w^iaicwcr, excepting w hat p(«si-( 
tively proved, namely the nhsencc^ of a | 
jfiufficient foiCc to obslrucl our proceed* | 
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mgs; and it is ot course undcrMrmd that 
I the front of the place against which our 
approaches would have been dirocteil 
could not be inundated. The "round 
there is much higher than the levid of the 
rivqr, and the inundation of it wouM have 
been imprat:ticaljlo. li we had arrived ui 
the ii(‘igh!)oiiihood of i\ntw'Lip hefoie the* 
loth of August, w'hich is ccrininlv aliow- 
I ing much for delays and unforeseen oh- 
sl.^ch sliouh: liave found the ditch 
not yet prcp.ired to receive the wutrr, 
becrfi.se it appi ars they (^ad not cleared it 
I till the jotlj; #nd even after that period, 
by g‘‘iting possession of llic sluice at the 
Breiiu gati*, wo. might proljably have laid 
dry ilie upon the fiont which wc 

atftu’ked. However I have put the>e 
cltsiuces also out of the (jueslion, and 1 
ha\e allowed for as much timpt dimeut 
Inyn unforeseen etreuuislances as the least 
sangume person could po,-.>ibly calcnlutc 
upon. 

l*li;p'<‘ given np all possibiliiios and all 
probahilitio, anil I have conhiinl niysidf 
to what 1 am Lome* out, by the circniu- 
s’ances which acinally did occur, in con- 
sitleriug um certain, as far as it is \>ossiblo 
for any operation whate\er,t<i be so pro- 
nouiu'od. "i’he wdiolo of my o!>servations 
upon the method of conducting this enter¬ 
prise to a f:^vouiable issue, are founded 
upon the |ilau*original!v projcctetl, and 
upon the general DispoMiion made out by 
j the commander in chief of thef.x)>edi- 
1 lion, and upon the evident adaptation of 
tiinse to the circumstances as they arose, 
d'lvim^wlnt 1 have s iid by these circuin- 
stances, and by the intelligence rc< cived, 
w'hicn is n nr hclore the House, 1 will defy 
any j)ci.st5*i to disprovt* tlu‘ vc’ry groat pro¬ 
bability of success. Tla'i'idore 1 consider 
tbv- rxpidicncv of the |)n’jecl ci)mplet(dy> 
csl-.bli-died, rcid that the .overnment were 
ill :h!y jui'ifud m adophng those 
which, upon thorough reflec¬ 
tion, tb.' g' neral policy of i*he moment so 
I clc,*rjy dictated.* 

i It Avill lure be a'^ked, no deubt, if the 
! whole of this operation was so ve.y prao- 
' ticable, what occasioned its failure? I an- 
NU( r, a stale ol wind and weather most 
unusual at tliat season having prevented 
any of tl'e avinamcnt from going up the 
W e.l:ng*Channel, as originMly projected, 
exi^'pfing a pait of Lord Huntley’s divi- 
ttioii, and nci c.ssitiictl the taking the rest 
of»lbe jjirm iiiii‘nt.into the R lompol, 

r,oril llunl’ev', in conseijnenee oftliis, 
arrived oil Cadsand without means suiQ- 
li 
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cienlto land his troops; he theicforc had 
it not in his power to destroy the batteries 
there, llie communication between Cad- 
sand and Flushing not being ent of}’, the 
e^emy found means to throw over such 
reinforcements, as made (hat garrison 
amount to 8,000 men : this ocr-iyloned the 
employment of the whole of sir Tyre 
Coote’s force against Flushing, and very 
much protracted the siege. And the 
Slough Passage, through wlilch it was at¬ 
tempted, as a last resource, to carry the 
armament into the West Scheldt, ,was 
found to be impVacticabie for that pur¬ 
pose, without a delay which must be de¬ 
structive of all hopes of success. There¬ 
fore, notwithstanding the utmost c^ker- 
tions, it certainly does not appear, tli^t 
from the mumeni the armament wont into 
the Roonipot, there were scarcely the. 
most distant hopes of success beyond the 
capture of Flushing; and what faint hopes 
there might have been were completely 
extinguished by the sickness which <tt- 
tacked the army in South Beveland. * This 
rendered all further exertions impossible. 

The project of disembarking the ca¬ 
valry and the field artillery in the Slough 
Passage upon South Beveland, and inarch¬ 
ing the army along that island to B.itz, 
there to re-ciubark and pass over to 
SandHeet, the ordnance transports, tlo- 
tilla, &c. going at the sam*'. tiinc through 
the Slough into the West Scheldt, and up 
that river to Batz, was completely im¬ 
practicable with a view to ( fleet any use¬ 
ful purpose. The ordnance transports, 
having all our heavy artillery and store? 
on board, did not reach Batz till the SUh 
or 25th of August; and you have the 
opinions of lord Roslyn, Sir John. Hope, 
general Brownrigg, and general Marleod, 
against such a method of proceciling. 

Viewing the circumstances then in every 
possible point of view, and after the most 
elaborate investigation of the subject, I do 
not in the least hesitate to state my de¬ 
cided opinion that no mai> living at the 
head of that array could/undcr all the cir¬ 
cumstances of the case, have done more 
than was done by lord ('halliani.—He 
seems to have made ever}'’ airangcnient 
that the nature of the service would ad¬ 
mit of his making previous to his depar¬ 
ture, and subsequently to have done his 
utmost to ensure final success. 

Upon general Brownrigg’s excellent 
ovidcnca it has been observed, that ii^ 
•ome respects he is at variance with his 
•wn journal, and inaccuracy is attributed 
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to him. But these observations are com¬ 
pletely unfounded, and arise partly from 
misconception on the part ot those wlio 
make them, and partly from a natural de* 
sire to diminish the force of an evidence 
which makes so much against the case 
that they wish to establish.—General 
Brownrigg is one of the most honourable 
and most respectable men living; of re¬ 
markably good judgment and abilities; 
and an excellent ofliccr, of much experi- 
rnce. J have been with him often upon 
service, and as well as his gr^i^t personal 
gallanlry, I always admired his particular 
coolness and readiness in (he field. His 
energy too is very superior and his ac¬ 
tivity indefatigable. He was much in 
the confidence of the immortal sir Ralph 
Abercrombie, had the highest opi¬ 
nion of him as an o-'b^'er, which he has 
often expressed to me . i the strongest 
terms.—Gen. Brownrigg’s management, 
under the immediate direyllon of the duke 
fd'York, uf the Commander in Chief^s of¬ 
fice in Knglaiid, during^the first eight years 
of hls^ royal highness’s command cf the 
army, the admirable regulation®, and just, 
inipariial conduct of which weie so much 
admired last year, did a.-, great credit to hi.^ 
feeling®, to Ins capacity, and unremitting 
zeal and assiduity, ns to those of his royal 
master.—J beg pardon of the House for 
this kilrusion, but f rf’ally could not pass 
over the slightest insinuation against gen. 
Brownrigg without s iyiiig of him what I 
know ; though I am quite aware that such 
insinusition arose .solely out of an argu- 
I mciit upon tlie evidence, without tli< 
smallest intention of any thing personal. 

I now come to a part of the subject 
that it is impossible to advert to wdlhout 
the most |>oignant regret, I mean the 
si- kness which visited our brave troops 
to so calamitous an extent. No man of 
any feeling but his heart must bleed in 
contemplation of such scenes of misery ; 
no person can more sincerely deplore 
them than I da—no man can feel for a 
soldier’s suflerings more acutely—nor did 
1 -ver, orever should 1 think any exer¬ 
tion or sacrifice of my own too great to 
.avert them. At the same lime, though 
impressed with these sentimenU %o tbo 
utmost possible extent, I must stt*enuously 
repel all accusations against his Majesty’s 
government on this subject. 

It appears in evidence before the House, 
that wt^ the army sailed from this coun¬ 
try it nad'an ample provision of me- 
dv;uiej^ and mediwal stores of ali sort^. for 
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six monHis ; so that if half the troops 
ha^ fallen ill the very day of landing, 
there would have been sufficient medicines 
of al^kinds^ including bark, for* at least 
five wVeks. 

Every regimmtal hospital was complete 
in stores and hospital bedding; be-idcs 
which, there were 3,()i.)0 sets of hospiia! 
bedding for the general hospital, and 
great quantities in the quarter-master-ge- 
nernrs store, from whence supplies might 
be drawn when necessary.—I'lure was a 
full eslablishmieiu of medical officers at¬ 
tendant upon the army ; and hospitals 
cstablisheil in England for the reception 
of .5,500 sick and wounded men—orders 
were also given for sending home the siclc 
and wounded as expeditiously as it was pos¬ 
sible to do so.—The distance being so 
short, and the commiinif ation so easy, 
it was of course concluded, that any aildi- 
tioual supplies might be forwarded before 
they could possibly be required. 

If the original plan had been carried 
into execution, the •sickness of the atnty 
would not have been nearly so gteat. 
The country near Antwerp, which in 
that case would have become the ptin- 
cipal theatre of our operations, is extremely 
healthy. The only pjirt <»f our force 
ijien whicli would have been exposed ut 
^ oe eflects of the unhealthy season of Z* a- 
land, was that part destined to occupy 
Walcberen. 

As soon as the necessity was known in 
this country, the utmo>t exertion was 
made by the government, and the (’om- 
inander in Chief at homo, to supply the 
wants of the army in every way.* d'hc 
first letter upon this subject was receiv(*d 
by the secretary of state for the war do- 
partVnent upon the second of September ; 
and upon the fifth it was reported to him, 
that all the medical men required in that 
letter, aswell as tho medicines, and stores, 
and medical comforts," were ready and 
ordered off. . • 

The noble lord who began this* debate 
has deprecated the delays nfticdi, lie say^, 
arose fiom* too scrupulous an a'Acntioii to 
the forms bf office under circumstances 61’ 
attch urgency ; but the noble lord does 
not recollect that tthese offices arc all 
within a short distance of each other, and 
that the necessary forms tlicrefore might 
be gone through in a few hours. I per-* 
fectly agree in opinion that forms of office 
mflty be much too dilatory and multiplied. 
But certain forms are ipdispensabje to 
ayoid ctfufufion, which mint stlivayi be* 
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sobverslve of dispatch ; and, at all erents. 
till existing forms are altered they murt 
be observed. 

In point of fact, no inconvenience 
ever experienced from want of medicines 
or medical comforts ; no actual want ever 
existed. TJiis you have from sir Eyrfe 
Cootc in eviilcncc; and lie states that his 
urgent representations to the government 
on these subjects arose from an anxioufe 
d^inj to obviate that inconvenience. A 
conviiifing proof loo that our supplies of 
barl#were never exhausted is, that no ap¬ 
plication was any time made to the 
n.ivy for any part of their supply, which 
was ample.—There does appear indeed 
to have I»cn a deday in forwarding one 
pAkage of I,()00lbs. of bark from thin 
country. Whence that <leUy arose is not 
made out ; but one ilpng is verv cer- 
tavi, that there Vas never any want of 
bark in nur liospitals.—The mu.st ample 
stjp|jlies of bedding were sent out as ex¬ 
peditiously iiH possible, in addition tu the 
great provision ori^jlnally made; and it 
I stands in evidence before the House, that 
at no time flic sick with the aiiny ex¬ 
ceeded the number of hospital beds. 

*l’he sickness was much,beyond what 
coul»l have been caUiulated upon by those 
most experienced in the efK’cts of that 
I climate. T^iis appears upon the quarter* 
master general’s journal.. From a sick¬ 
ness so rapidly increasing, and so un¬ 
expectedly extensive, confusion mu.tt 
have been occasioned at first. Im- 
inediahdy entering upon active opera¬ 
tions without previous possession of the 
country, you cannot at once have all 
your hosjjilals perfectly arranged ; nay, 
even wdien they are^o, and you have a 
great many more men wounded in a bat¬ 
tle than you had reason to expect, mucli^ 
temporary inconvenience occurs. There 
is some analogy betiveen this circumstance 
and till* sudden manner jn which the 
sickness attacked our troops in Zealand. 

I C3IJ readily Conceive,. therefore, that 
though our supplies of bedding with the 
army were fully sufficieri^, it might have 
been some time before the hospitals could 
1)0 properly furnished. 

Medical men were certainly at times 
much wanted; The original number sent 
out, however, was a full proportion of such 
a fhree, and very large augmentations of 
^hat number were subsequently made; in 
shart, aa many were sent out ps could pos¬ 
sibly be procured—that likewise stands in 
evidcoict before* th< House. But the 
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dearth of medical assistance upon such ca¬ 
lamitous occasions is by no means a new 
case. It frequently h-ippens in the West 
Indies, when the epidemics incident to 
that climate rage with vinlence. 

The surgeon-general of the forebs, .and 
the inspector-general of hospitals with 
lord Chatham’s army* have stated in evi¬ 
dence, that if the necessary precautions 
had been taken, the efli cts might have 
been considerably palliated though jlic 
disorder itsell could not have been pre¬ 
vented ; and tlyit if they had beenscon- 
sulted in lime they shoul(Hiave suggested 
those precaulii»ns. Now really it has 
never been usual h r the government of a 
country to impart to the medit'al depart¬ 
ment the destination of an expedition, t'X- 
cepting in cases of cxlicme necessity.. If 
an expedition were going to a great dis¬ 
tance, tin II such necessity nii^ht perlyips 
arise. But in the pres«*iil in^ttlncc that 
was.iiot the case, anil sm li coininunic.ttic ns. 
unless absolutely called for, qie c^rttHnly 
acts olimprudence. 1 am far hoiii mraii- 
ing to di'*pute that our present surgeon- 
genf^ral, hlr. Keatc, is a man of strict in- 
tC'zrity and well deserving of confidence, 
but unnecessary disclosuies arc always to 
bo avoided. 

In point of fact, ample supplies of all 
mctlicines, stores, &c. oillicr.accompanicd 
the army, or v^ere sent in time ; and 
with regard to precautions, as the sickness 
did no» begin till about four weeks after 
our first lauding, there was full lime to 
have taken them, had they been suggcstcil. 
Hotv came the medical department, t!u» 
moment the destination of the troops'was 
notorious, not to suggest those ^irecautions? 
Was it their busintiss to wait tilf regularly 
consulted upon the subject ? Certainly 
» not. It lay entirely within their pro¬ 
vince; and whilst these palliations must 
have occurred forcilily to them, the go- 
verimicnt at home and the Commander 
in Ciiief abroad could not be aware of 
them. Any thing nece^aary for tips pur- 
posd could very soon have been sent to so 
short a distance; even 40,000 flannel 
waistcoats, had they lieen wauled, miglit 
have been made up in London upon an 
emergency in a week, aiid they .would 
have arrived at Walchercn. in a fortnight 
from the day they were ordered. That 
the necessary precautions, tlierefore, al¬ 
luded to by tlie surgeon-general; I Mr. 
Kcate, and the inspcctor-genefal, VlVIr. 
Webb, .were not taken, neither the'go- 
rernment nor the commander ia chief of 
the Expedition ale in the least to blame. 
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I must not omit to observe, that it was 
expected by the government that the 
chief part of the army would have retura- 
cd, after completing the service ^ upon 
which it w'as sent, by the end of August, 
dr beginning ofSeptember at latest. 

Captain Puget, naval commissioner of 
Flushing, states, that he saw several of the 
sick in the hospitals there lying in their 
great coats on the floor, not having beds 
to lie upon : and that according to the re¬ 
ports of.some officers many of them were 
without medicines for four days. He also 
describes the hospitals themselves lo have 
been very bad.—Now, no hospitals were 
chosen till regularly inspected by medi- 
.cal olVicers; the roofs of some of them had 
been damaged by the bumbardmont, but 
It appears that they wt*re repaired as soon 
as possible.—Ai times the hospitals were 
certainly much crow tied, wlticii is ac¬ 
counted for in evideo' e J>y the rapid in¬ 
flux of the sick. The large naval store¬ 
house at Flushing, where capt. Puget saw 
some of the men whorii he^ took to be sick, 
wasMot an hospital but u barrack, which 
at tliat lime was of course unknown lo 
him.—C'idotud Ofliiey, who was acting as 
qnarter-ftiasler general in Flushing, and 
who ollen went into the liospitals there, 
states in evidence, that he never saw aiutf 
sick who were not Inrnished at least wiM 
I stiliw and blankets; that these were only 
I the slightest ca^os ; and that they were 
I all provided wiltj beds as soon as it was 
' possible lo get them from the slorc.s. 

With respect to some of the troops be¬ 
ing w'ilhout medicines for four days, it is 
clearly proved, that this was owing to the 
regimental surgeon of colonel Cochrane’s 
battalion not making timely application 
for the necessary’ supply. * 

It is stated, that .^ome ships which 
brought home the sick w'erc too muck 
crow’ded, and without medical aticndance, 
or any proper assistance. If this was so it 
j■ce^tajniy was a very unpardonable neg¬ 
lect; "but‘none of these circumstances 
necessarily Srnply an inculpation of the 
governments or the commnncler in chief 
* of the Expedition. They cmi only be 
answerable for general arran)2;cments and 
general directions; ^nd if defects in the 
details are Siscovered, the blame must fall 
upon those who were specifically charged 
witli their execution. 

1 cannot quit this subject without again 
mosbsincerely lamenting that su*cb a eala- 
mity shduld have befallen us; but it is 
impossible, 1 ^bink^ after this mvestiga* 



549] PARL. DEBATES, Makcm 27, 

tion, to lay any part of it at the door of 
the government or the commander of the 
arViy. They appear to have done every 
thir]^ that depended upon theip to alle- 
viatt^he sulieiings of our brave troops, 
and the country vvilh 1 

trust, now d^tliern justice. 

1 must beg leave Jo Mate, a circumstance 
not immedi-ateiy connected with the pre¬ 
sent discussion, but which malcriallv con¬ 
cerns lord Chatham individually. At has 
been reported, that he came home in a 
Jinc-of-batt!^ ship, which ought to have 
been employed in conveying some of the 
sick from I'lushiiig. If it had been so, he 
certainly would have heenvi»ry reprehen¬ 
sible ; hut it appears in papers upon the 
table, (bat, previous to bird C.’hatliam's 
sailing fiom Hushing, a positive order was 
given by the commander in chief of liie 
fleet not to admit one sick man on board 
a ship of war for fear of the contagion ; 
fliereiore tfiis charge is completely un¬ 
founded, though c« rtainly not more so 
than all the rest ol^the obiocpiy which has 
been so profusely heaped upon thal^ noble 
lord. 

I’lie next point in this case is, the re¬ 
tention of the island pf NValcheren.—Whe- 
tlirr we succeeded in the destruction of 
the enemy’s Ih-et in the {Scheldt, and his 
naval establishments ar Antwerp, or not, 
but particularly in the latter supposition, 
it behoved u> to rctani the island of Wal- 
chcreii as long as it were possible to do 
so.~'fhe extreme iinporUince of that sta¬ 
tion, for the purpo>c of neutralizing the 
cnciny*s naval establishments in the 
Scheldt, has already bicn too ch«rly <lo- 
inonstruted to require any further cdi- 
scrvatioii. No rnm, 1 tamk, can doubt, 
after a mature investigation of the sub¬ 
ject, that the island ot W.drli<*rcn, with 
referejue to the the invaNiun of this coun¬ 
try, is next to Boulogne the most impor¬ 
tant post the enemy .possesses —Impress¬ 
ed with thisS conviction, the retention >or 
evacuaiion of that island*\V^s on*e of the 
most .serious que.siion.s up(»i which the go- 
vernmept of this country cjuld possfhly 
deliberate. A dcterminaiion of .such maj^- 
intude, tiivolviiitf so many wi ighty con. 
sidcrations, could not be taken witimut the 
most impure reflection. * 

Sir Iwre Coote’s letleis representing 
the sickly state of that pmt of the army 
wiiicli occupied Walchcren, are dated the^ 
31st </r August, and the I tih aii^ 17th ol 
September. The two fir^i, it is true, de- , 
scribe tlie sickness as ttlarming : but tliat ! 
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of the 17th is by much the strongest, and 
the only one which ctndd possibly justify 
a government in entertaining thoughts of 
relinquishing a post, so extremely essen¬ 
tial to the vital interests uf the nation.— 
This letter of the I7th was not sent from 
Walchcren, 1 conclude, on that day, be¬ 
cause it contains an enclosure, dated the 
18th, and it was not rtAreived here till the 
2(nh or 21st. 

From that period till the usual tcrtm'na- 
t?bii of the sickly season, viz. the middle 
or bttcr end of October (according to the 
autnoiiiy of sy* John i^ingle, and of the 
mostdntelligcnt inhabitants of i^ealand), 
there was literally nut time to remove the 
sick, to destroy the basin of Flushing, and 
filially to evacuate the island. In point 
of fact, our preparations for that evacua¬ 
tion were made in the beginning of No* 
vember, ami Ihe^' could noi*bc completed 
till the 2:ld of Di'ocmher. 

On the 13th of September too, just 
when sir Fyie» Couie was making the re- 
j)resi?iitatidns to which I have before al¬ 
luded, the ciunmandcr in chief of the 
fleet, sir Richard Str.ichan, wrote a letter 
to the government, urging them in the most 
earnest manner not to abandon a naval 
station of such importance, till he should 
have an opportunity of personal commu¬ 
nication with •them; and he did not rn- 
fuin to Enjla*>d t rt f ib o Glh of October. 

With such a letter Hroin ihcir naval 
commander, an eye-witness to those rea¬ 
sons which could alone determine the go¬ 
vernment to abandon Walchcren, and 
feeling as they must the extraordinary va¬ 
lue of the possession, would nut they have 
b'.'cn highly blameable if they had has¬ 
tily decided upon its lelinquishmeiU ? 

iVlost deeply as c\ery person must de¬ 
plore the dire ctlects which were experi¬ 
enced from that climate, (and no man can 
deplore them nnirc st-rioudy than I do,) 

I inu^tromaik, that yon do not abandon 
all your uiihcalihy colonies because they 
are unhealthy; otherwise, you should 
\vii*hdraw at once from Vour possessions in 
the West Indiis. This you cannot do, 
bow'ever you m «y feel for ilie mortality 
occasioned by the de-itructivc epidemics 
in that quarter. Dining the administra¬ 
tion ot one of the greatest mini'^ters w% 
^ver had, the late Mr. Riti, we held St, 
poniingo long as a military station, under 
the pressure of similar calamities; and 
^when Gibialtur w'as ii^fected with a sort 
of plague, was it for that reason aban¬ 
doned ? On the contrary, did* not the go- 
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reivor, general Foz« imindialely repair to 
his post; and were not reiutbrcementssent 
ou<. without a raoment^e delay« le«t the 
Spaniards should take advantage of the re¬ 
duced state of our garrison ? Let me ask, 
toOi has it ever been established as a prin¬ 
ciple, that we siiould not ronc^uer and re- 
lain important poils, because their climate 
is occasiouaKy uttwholcsomi^ r Until that 
principle is established, as one by which 
the government is to be regulaU d, let it 
not be argued that tlu.rc is a dinv^r(>:'(C<' be¬ 
tween not abandoning possessions 
you have long refained, aii>l sc ,&ittg upon 
others with a licvv to ixtcnUOiJ, ;;tid forto- 
ing upon this argument an accusation 
against ministers for attemptinp' to retain 
Walcheron.—In the year 170'l- wc had 

V 

troops stationed a considerable time in the 
province of Zealand.—In the reign of 
Citucen ElizaCeth, this qountiy retained 
the island of Walchercic., during a period 
of 30 years. The ctiniaLe then was of 
course the same as now. u\t\d it has fre¬ 
quently been in the contemplation of dif- 
Krent governments of Jhis country, to ac¬ 
quire permanent posses.sion of that island : 
the plan has been from lime to time laid 
aside, not on account of the climate, but 
purely from military reasons; now, on 
this occasion those reasons were in our fa¬ 
vour. 

Had we not ab£:::dv.4*ed^WiIcheren, U 
might have been very easily defended; 
we should have strengthened and per¬ 
fected the works of Flushing, and made 
proper casemates for the troops; we 
should have erected two strong forts of re¬ 
gular construction and profile, to protect 
the anchorage : these forts would have 
been connected with Flushing by. a line 
also of regular construction and profile ; 
the whole covered by a very deep and 
broad wet ditch. Such arrangements, 
combined with the means of inundation in 
your power, and considering that yqu are 
inasters of the .sea, woultl have rendered 
that situation impriegnable. You would 
i.we had some strong forts, likewise of 
/egiilar construction and profile, with 
casemates for tlie troops, and bomb-proof 
magazines, so plai ed as to prevent the 
enemy from collecting vcsselsdn the inte- 
jrior of the Slough Passage, theextremities 
of which would be watched by you/naval 
means; and the Slough ts seldom or 
frozen in such a manner as to be available 
for military purposeq. The enemy's at^- 
teckof-Waichoren, therefore, woulir huve 
buesi nearly, if not quiu, reduced to au in- 


lUlO.^^Expedtikmio the [9ik 

vasion of that island upon the nortbera or 
north-western side ; against which onr 
naval station in the Roompot would hove 
been a great protection: where, ^ovith 
Flushing harbour for the ships to/come 
into occasionally,we could,] cotv^iude, al¬ 
ways have kept a fleet. 

The best, barracks would have been 
constructed for the troops; we should also 
have had floating barracks^ in whkh a 
considerable part of the garrison might 
always have been kept during the un¬ 
healthy season; and it is weli,known, that 
ho inaii *'sfl:»at was attacked by the fever. 
We'‘b-.'hhi idcewii^e have h.ul floating ho.s- 
pitals: an.I uhenever ihe sick amounted 
to any cu.i iderubie nutuber, liiey would 
have been immoiiiatcly sent to itiogUnd. 
And the v. hole ganiion rai^bl have been 
IVecjUtaillyrelievru houi t.iiiscotuiM' 3 ’. 

Ihe cfli.cts of (I'v lulirht llius 

have hc..n inaifi» at irica.su,-e obvialc«l ; 
and u'iieu llio ibitiljcations which f have 
described w’cve complcL‘d, iho ainouiit of 
force stationary on llh;,islaud of Walche- 
ren nc^^il iiol have been considerable, bo- 
cause if the enemy cilected a landin^ in 
superior number^, you could at once retire 
to your w-orks and b;d him defiance; his 
coinmuuicatiuu would probably soon be 
cut oil by our naval means, and onr troops 
could be reinforced from England to arty 
extei7it. The enemy therefore would cer¬ 
tainly not succeed in taking Flushing, or 
in annoying the anchorage in its neigh¬ 
bourhood, and mo.st probably wmuid lose 
every man he had landed upon Walche- 
ren. 

It appears then evident, that if the mi¬ 
nisters had determined upon evacuating 
Walchcren, in consequence of sir Fyrc 
Coote's letter of tlic I7t.h of September, 
received here about the 21st, the removal 
of the sick, the demolition of the enemy's 
naval establishments there (a point of 
very essential importance}, and the final 
evacuation could not have taken place, till 
long aften the period of the usual and al¬ 
most invariable termination of the sick¬ 
ness; and rgaliy, under that imnression, 
they would have been unjustifiable as a 
.government, if they had not endeavoured 
to retain a posse.qsion of such extreme im¬ 
portance as Idng as it was practicable to 
do so; more especially as they were fully 
entitled to expect, that the sickness would 
cease in about three weeks from the re¬ 
ceipt of that letter which it is coniended 
ought to have ^governed their determina- 
tion. • ’ • 
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1 do not^hesitate to say^ that the per- 
matient attainment of such an object as 
Flv^iiigl would amply have compensated 
- the el^rta of a whole campaign 
long Imd arduous. At the same time^ 
when^ cS^lrary to all reasonably ej^ccta* 
tion, the gllh|crnment found so extensive 
and calamitomi a sickness continuing be¬ 
yond the period of its customary duration, 
I am ready to admit, that they are not to 
blame for viewing it as an imperious and 
paramount necessity, and for sacriAcing to 
that considy^ation a political object so 
closely interwoven with the vital interests 
of the state. I contend, however, that it 
was not only very natural for them to be 
slow in coDiing to such a decision, but if 
they had done so till driven to it by the 
irresistible necessity which forced upon 
them such a disastrous alternative, they 
might justly have been accused of lightly 
sacrificing the best interests of their coun¬ 
try ; and they would not only have de¬ 
served all the censure now attempted to 
, be passed upon thi^t, but impeachment 
would not have been more than adc(}uate 
lu the oiK'iicc. 

Tlie expence of the Expedition to the 
St'hcidt hos also been much dwalt upon. 
The least calculation made by the public 
upon that point has amounted to live or 
•six millions; whereas it appears,by papers 
on the table, that the extraordinary sx* 
{lencc, deducting of course what the naval 
means employed and the troops would 
have cost if they had remained at home, 
and considering that most of the transports 
could not at any rate luve been paid oil’, 
according to their old agr<’emcnts^ til! 
later in the year, did not amount to more 
than one million. 

The failure has been talked of as com¬ 
plete, which iseiUiiely erroneous. An ex¬ 
tent of sickness totally unexpected, and 
which those most experienced in that cli¬ 
mate could not possibly calculate upon, 
alone occasioned the abandonment of a*| 
conquest, the permanent pdssessitm of 
which would have been cheaply pur¬ 
chased at the whole cost which^the most 
exaggerated statements have represented 
as that of the Expedition to the Scheldt; 
and the having destroyed the naval esta- 
bli'ihmcnts ^ Flushing, sa^as t6 make that 
jjort* of little or no pie to the enemy for 

* Vide Evidence of lieut. gen. Don 
and lieut.’ cob Pilkington, who was the 
engineer ^ployed in the demblition of 
rhe baM«> «c. Seo vol. iS, Appendix. 
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nearly two years, is a serTic«undDubtedl« 
of great importance. 

1 do not dwell much upon the-diversioa^ 
in favour of Austria, because, though ihm 
only one we could make, it was not of 
considerable magnitude. However, Aus-' 
tria'herself thought it essential, as appeare 
in the correspondence of that government^ 
and the presence of so large an army in 
an enemy’s territory, carrying on an at* 
tack against one of his principaTnaval and' 
coinnirrcial establisliments, must alwaya 
occaaibn great cmbarrasspicnt. 

I think there^can now be no doubt res* 
pecting the general policy by which hiO^ 
Majesty's government was actuated, iit' 
determinir^ to direct the cAbrts of thia 
coantry to the Scheldt*; the expediency^ 
of that measure too is completely esta¬ 
blished, not upon any loose roasoning, but- 
upgn fair inference from the evidence and 
papers now upon tlib table of tho House.' 
It is very clearly proved too, that^tbe ut¬ 
most attention ^l^as paid to the wants of 
the army by the government, and th6' 
commander in chief of the Expedition.’ 
That the sickness was nn inevitable cala¬ 
mity with w'hich they cannot be charged;.^ 
and that the attempt to ret^iin as long as 
possible the island of Walchereii, was not 
only jusliftable, but Kn indispensable obli¬ 
gation. 1 trust Ih erefore that the Resolu¬ 
tions of censurif pro^SSSd by the noble* 
lord will not for a moment be entertained. 
They are wholly unmerited, and^f they’ 
were to pass, would tend to shackle the* 
exertions of every government in a man¬ 
ner the ihost prejudicial to the interests of 
the country.- Rut that cannot be, untiF 
all regard For those interests, and all libe¬ 
rality and’justice shal^ have fled from tho- 
British House of Commons. 

I have now only to observe, that I* 
heartily concur In the motion approving- 
the cond uct of the army and navy. To the 
Resolutions of fact 1 shall propose the'pre¬ 
vious question, because t^ey'are unneces¬ 
sary ; and to the* Resolutions of censure^ 
a decided negative; and I shall beg leavfr' 
to conclude wiili moving Resolutions of 
an oppOKitc tendency. 

• Mr. Ilerberl (of Kerry) expressed hw*^ 
anxiety to decide upon this question sole-- 
ly upon its own merits, unjarejudiced by. 
party views. In every view he could' 
givc^ the question, it was impossible fot 
him not to have wished that-our aasistaoc#* 
waa not fully applied to l^ain. The tea* 
SOD stated with respect to the want of- 
bullion, he could-scarcely- believe, whcb* 
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he considered'^his country's great com¬ 
mercial advantages. Still, from the evi- 
rdence before him, he must say, that in the 
Expedition to the Scheldt the means were 
ad^Uftle to the end, and the end useful 
It was the best diver<«ioa this co'uiiry 
could make with the least risk. With 
such impressions he could vote for 
censuring his Maje sty's ministers. 

Mr, Marryut sa-d, that In* had attended 
the whole of the investi!;niion, had head'd 
all the evidence, and had read the whole 
mass of p'apers wjiich had been prodifocd. 
£xercisin*r the (test jiidgifjcnt he couM 
form upon the subject, he had no doubt of 
the propriety of s *iu!ing a British army 
to the continent, in order to nrake a di- 
version in favour of our allies. After ttie 
glorious attempt uhich Austria had made 
to oppose the tyranny of Fiance, and 
when the fa'e of the Cvar appearetl *so 
iKsarly poised at the ever memorable bat¬ 
tle of Aspern, he thought the ministers of 
this country would have dcservQ^l the 
highest degree of blame if they had neg> 
lected to bring forward the whole strength 
and resources of the empire, in aid of 
Austria. The noble lord (Porcbester) had 
said, that the.time and season were ill- 
chosenj but it must h| recollected that it 
came out in the evidencej that there was 
no material part qf f he .army pf this coun¬ 
try In a situaiioi\ for effeefive service be¬ 
fore the period at which the Expedition 
was undertaken. If a corps had been sent 
to the North of Germany instead of Wai- 
cheren, that corps would iieith^T have 
been sufticient to cope sihiily with the 
force which the enemy could bring to bear 
against it, nor to protect an)' insurrection 
which could be th^n formed, ft would 
be also entirely deprived of the co-opera- 
■ tion 6four navy, which was a description 
of force that was of all others the most 
terrible to the enemy. The objects of 
the Expedition were two-fold: the first 
related to BriVish, objects only, and the 
second to a diver>sion in favour of Au,stria. 
Now as far as related to British objects 
alone, he thought it must he acknow¬ 
ledged that the capture of a fortified town, 
with a garrison of 9,00() men^, and the do- ^ 
struction of the basin of Flushing, were 
events of some importance. • It yas ajso 
his firm opinion, that the ulterior objects 
of the Etrpedition would have been Ob¬ 
tained if it hud not been for the verv cx-> 
traovdifiary s^ate of the wind and woatht^.*, 
vHkich not only detained the Expedition 
Mt^Oirg in our own ports, but retarded its 
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progress on the enemy's coast.- ^Although 
there had. been military opinions-lhat Uik 
Expedition was doubtful ^nd haaardw^ 
yet it must be recollected that suej^opi** 
iiions had been given of otlier exn*^itions 
which had completely surceedo<if’ ,When 
the admiral who commande/r oB' Basque 
Roads tvas asked his opinion about attack* 
ing the French fleet with ftre-ships, he 
replied, ** that although it was a raosthor* 
rible mode of warfim, and the attempt 
was dangerous and almost desperate, it 
might possibly succeed." Notwithstanding 
this opinion, the attempt was made, and it 
succeeded. He believed, although opi¬ 
nions in almost the same words had been 
delivered respecting the attack of AnU 
werp, yet it would hove succeeded if it 
were not for untoward circumstances, 
wdtich, ituas unlikely w'ould occur, and 
il was impossible to rontroul. Ue could 
not but believe that the Expedition had 
an important effect as a diversion in favoin* 
of Austria. It was welt remembered that 
at one time Buonapai^e considered Aus¬ 
tria Entirely conquered, and called upon 
the Hungarian nation to elect a king for 
themselves. From the admirable and 
heroic General Orders issued by the em¬ 
peror of Austria, it aj>peared that Buona¬ 
parte, ill the beginning of ibe negotiation^ 
proposed*such term^ as wouul have shaken 
the lery foimdutiou of the Austrian mo¬ 
narchy. Very soon, however, after he 
had heard of our Expedition landing in 
W'alcbereii, he lowertd his toneo. and 
offered the emperor of Austria such terms 
as he conceived he ini<{hl with honour 
accept*. Much bUmo also had been 
thrown on minisfvrs for not evacuating 
Walcheren soom-r than they did, but if 
they had willidraw'n the British forcesffbm 
the continent while the fate of Austria 
remained in douht, they would have been 
justly exposed to the severest censures. 
Viewing the subject in this iight> be 
dbuld pot agree in the propositions of the 
noble loVd, and should coLisequentlysup- 
P9rt the Amehdnu-nt. 

Sir Janief Hall coitdcmned the vanity 
arfd presumption ofctrtain h-ghljorn per¬ 
sons III turemg themselves into'’situations 
which thcy^werc not, qualified to fill. 
However he lami?V\ed the faifore of the 
iCxi'cdition, be, was* not for an entire 
flange of ministers, 'yet he contended 
tliat it was ucct-saaiy smite* change should 
taki* place in the adpiinislratiqp. Hft 
had not any. objecti.ni to thl^ mrrquk 
Wellesley; but, wtihout some* partial 
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tbange the ccmiitry was enda^ered; he 
ti^ught the House ought to com to some 
Raplution, to ^liew tiut miniAers were 
resp^tible. 

ink^CAwiee//or of the Exchequer rose, 
amidst ifia^ud crv of Adjourn, and ob- 
•eived, thaWas he did nut suppose the 
other questi^ (meaning that relative to 
sir F. Burdett) would occupy much iiiiie 
tO'^morrow, he would theirforc move that 
the present dtbute should be pusiponed 
to the same day ; which was agreed to. 

The othe# orders of the day wete then 
disposed of, and the House adjourned at 
three o’clock. 

not SL 01- COMMONS. 

jrtdtieAday, I^Iarch 

[Sib iftsNits Burdlti—Buemh ot 
PrivilVof J Mr. Sfieridnn ^aid that Ids 
object lu Using was to say a few words 
0(1 one of the most iinpodant matters 
upon which that llouac had evft deli¬ 
berated: hemcanirthe resumption of the 
adjourned debate on the complainf of a 
bleach and vtoluion of the privileges ol 
the llou>r, alledgid to have been com¬ 
mitted *hy one of «thcii‘ own members 
(Sir Fianns Burdett.) lie should, there¬ 
fore, in the fnst place, move, that the de¬ 
bate on that subject be now resumed by 
the House. * 

The Speaker then staled to the House, 
what was the question hefore them for 
discusMoi), viz. a Resolution proposed as 
follows : “ That a Fxller signer] “ Fran¬ 
cis Bunlctt,^’ and a fuithor pat t of a Paper 
intitUd “ Argument,” in the papef called 
Cobbett’s Weekly Register, ot March *21*, 
1810, is a libellous and scandalous paper, 
reflecting on the just rights and privileges 
of this House.” B 

Mr. Sheridan then observed, that, 
though he considered this as a question of 
the highest importance^ he would not, in 
the view he meant to takq at pre|ent r/f 
it, detain the House above a few hiinutes. 
His desire was, as he waS peisuaded ,it 
must be^he desire of everyegentleman 
who hearfl him, that this question shoitld 
not inteileie with the other great subject 
before the House } and hg ^thought that 
this mu6tH)e cquall^^lie wish of "both 
sides of the House-^^ could not but be 
the wish on all ha^s, tliat the discussiofl 
relativejto th^^Atfneldi Expedition sliouhl 
not be intMfupter^ But besides that veiy 
weighty^nsideration^if ever*ther^ was 
^case itfwhich precipitancy and rashness 
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were to be avoided, it was t&a pnsent- 
If, indeed, a complaint were maae of 0 
plain, a palpable and perfectly evideM 
breach of a privilege, exactly defined and 
unquestionable, then it might be very 
pioper that the question of privilege 
should take precedence of alt others, un¬ 
less there were other ivgent matters pend¬ 
ing which it would be of the greatest con¬ 
sequence to forward. But this was not a 
Cjise of that •description. It was not a 
plain and simple question, upon which 
the* House could immediately decide. 
Theie were fwo distinct questions in¬ 
volved ill It,— 1st, as to the right of the 
House of Commons to impiison. 2d, as 
to the'chiracter of the terms with w'htch 
tfle Argument had been accompanied, 
terms with respect to the precise import 
of which there might t^e a*diHerence of 
opinion. If tffe^Argument itself con¬ 
tained nuthing but what had been deli- 
vcied in the Ijouse, then another ques¬ 
tion 1 ^ 086 ,^% hether if there had been any 
thing in it contrary to the privileges of 
the House, it was likely it could havo 
passed without notice by the Speaker, 
who ever presided in that House with 
dignity and impartiality. But he did not 
mean to enter into }he details of the ques¬ 
tion now, bccaq^e his proposition was that , 
furthci tim^shojt]d,j 2 l^ flowed to consider 
of It. He did not exactTi; know where the 
doctrine was to be found, that questions 
as to breach of privilege were* to hare 
precedence of all others, though they 
should jiot be of a nature to require par¬ 
ticular dispatch. There was not, in his 
opinion, any pressing urgency in the pre¬ 
sent easy to lequire the House to come to 
an immediate decision. He whs not • 
aware that such a practice with respect to 
the precedence of questions of privilegey« 
had obtained in the best times of the 
constitution. At the commencement of 
every * session, everyi gentJeman must 
know, that a standing «uer was past for 
the appointmem of a Committee of Privi* 
leges, and regulating the times of its sit¬ 
ting, and, by the order it was specifically 
directed that to this Committee were to 
M>e referred all such mattf*rs as related to 
hre4M:li of pilvilege ; that it was to report 
froin tigie tune to the House, and that 
when any such question was agitated ro* 
sp^cung a incuiber, he should withdraw, 
^fter being hcaid in his defence, till it 
w%s disposed of. * This Committee was tO 
sit every Monday, Wednesday,, aod Fii* 
day ; ail members were to have accesa ta . 
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it^ they ttjere empi&iy^eti to call for per- 
^^ipore, and record^; iipd, lastly, to 
deji,ver theif opinions to the House from 
tlu^ tQ;time in reports. (Here the right 
^P9* gent*'read the Standing Order.) 
This tie apiprehended was not to be c^n- 
iddcrcd as a mere formal and barren 
ortler. The subject under consiileration 
M^as a case perlVctly calculated fur the 
Cpmipittee of Privileges, and he saw no¬ 
thing in it that requiied such hasle that^it 
should be proceeded upon to the interrup- 
of the other^.most important business 
before the House. The ton. gent, who 
brought the subject forward was bound to 
shew that great mischief would result 
from delay-*tbat greater incc^tvcnience 
would arise from siifFering the discussihn 
on the new topic to be postponed for a 
short time, than from interrupting and re¬ 
tarding the other busjpeSs, on which they 
were previously engaged. This had not 
been shewn. The proper and constitu¬ 
tional course^ therefore, he’contende^l, ^as 
to refer this matter to a Committee of 
Privileges. It was nothing to him that it 
had not been usual to refer these cases to 
a Committee of Privileges. lie found a 
StAodin^ Order commanding that line of 
proceeding, and the present instance was 
a most proper one for the reference 
which he proposed.^. He cajled the ai- 
^ation of the H&'se ^ case in 1779, 
relating undoul>tedly to a person not a 
snemb^i; but the circumstance of a meni- 
ter being the party concerned made the 
argument much stronger in his favour. 
The case was that of a person*of the 
napne of Mathews who had published in 
The English Chronicle, a report of a 
speech which was h^ld out to b$ a gross 
violation of the privileges of the House. 
The paper was delivered in at the table, 
and ordered to be referred to the Com- 
Bditlce of Privileges. This shewed that 
the practice of reference to this Commit¬ 
tee had not been ^png discontinued ; but 
that such a reftj^'ence had been made at 
no very distant period,‘in a case very si¬ 
milar to that now under discussion. He 
concluded by moving, " That the Com¬ 
mittee of Privileges should resume its sit- T 
ting on that day sen’night, dnd that* the | 
paper complained of should be referrjed 
to it.*' 

The ^aker asked whether the right 
hon. member moved ibis as an amend-, 
ment on the original question ? , • 

.Mr* Sktsridim said, he thought tW un- 
BjSCaMary, begause he stood on ^he Stand¬ 


ing O/d^ which mast be enforced on 
the hare |uggestioii, without .any regvkr 
motion. 

The Sfleaker observed, that the Stalling 
Order was imperative only so far, tlfat the 
Committee sliould sit at siatcd^^^es, and 
not that any particular case s^S^Id be re¬ 
ferred to it; whether any ((articular case 
should or should not be sent to it, was a 
matter for the decision of the House, and 
the right hon. gent, might raise the ques¬ 
tion by moving it as an amendment. 

Mr. Sheridan adverU d agam to the Or¬ 
der, and still contended that it was man¬ 
datory not only as to the appointing of 
the Committee, but also as to the referring 
to that Committee all matters of privilege. 
The words were, “ they are to take into 
consideration all matters,^* &c. 

The Speaker again said, that in the way 
in which the Order had been understood, 
the House was to pronounce whether any 
particular case should or should not be re¬ 
ferred to the Committee. 

lAt^Shridan then moved. That the Com¬ 
mittee of Privileges should sit on Wednes¬ 
day next. 

The Speaker said, that this must be 
moved as^an amendment on the -original 
question. 

Mr. Adam rose to order, and begged 
before the question should be put in a 
regifiar shape upon the amendment^ to 
suggest to his right hon. friend another 
course, by w'liich he could more conve¬ 
niently but not less eflectually getat his 
object. In addition to the case which his 
right hon. friend had mentioned, there 
was one which occurred in 1701, re.speot- 
ing a letter written to the Speaker W a 
person of the name of Culpepper. This 
had been referred' to the Committee' of 
Privileges, which decided upon it in the 
first instance and reported thereon to the 
House. But then subsequently the House 
took the matter into its consideration and 
finally ^decided upon it. The best mode 
of proceeding, accoiding to his view ofthu 
case, would be, that his light hon. friend 
should wiljtdraw his motion fnjr the pre« 
sent, and allow his hon. friond''near him 
(Mr. Brand) to move an adjournment, 
which he understood, his hon. friend 
meant to do.* ItNhe adjournment for se¬ 
veral days should carried, then the 
Inference might be nhde to the Com¬ 
mittee, and its report the table be¬ 

fore tli^ termination of^ the ad.iournment, 
^hen the question might jundeV^o a full 
and deliberate ^enssion in the^House- 
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If 'aArbateidMKild afi«eoii the i%»pwiti«p i that hacT been faBnutted to the 

A., _ i.. _ A1_^ 1. . - . - , ■j* .*1._U I L - J »_i_. .*• * . • . . ? ?? i. . 


ftfr^acljovroiiteiitj he trate^ m should 
be\dIowed to give his reasonl for the 
cottrai^f proceeding which he had recom 
mend^ 

Mr. Bi^^d rose, when the Speaker ofa- 


he had no Citation in saying, that 
was one pemae amongst ^ose pniOtdH' 
oat by the hon; i»emher(Mr. Lethbrl^yi 
which he considered as falling under 
every definition of a breach df privilege. 


served, that Ig. present the debate rested and widi the amendments and aheraHoOs 
on the merits of the original question, un- which he should propose, he would vote 
less the amendment was distinctly put. for that determination ; but, when he W^ 
Mr. Urofid ^n proceeded. It was his called upon to say, that a paper laid before 
intention to move the ailjournment of this the House, was a libellous and scandafoos 
debate, after previously stating such rea- reflection upon the just rights of the 
sons as appeared to him satisfactory and Houfo, be must have iime to consider 
conclusive as to the pro.^riety of some fur- what those judt rights were. He bad, at 
ther delay. If the hon. gent, who had yet, hardly had time to look over thd 
brought this subject to the notice of the elaborate argument of Mr. Hargrave on 
House, had been aware of the iiitenuption' this subject. On a point of bO much 
xvhich it was calculated to give to the poHance it was absolutely hecessOry tb/ 
other important question now pending, he the due discharge of their duty that they 
was convinced the hon. gent, would not should have time to insert* to all the 
ha\e lent himself to any such purpose, sources of intelli^qnce which they could 
(Hear! bear!) It w^ obvious that no discover. Sir Matthew Hale had said. 


mischief could result from any farther cir* 
eolation of this paper, and therefore there 
was no cause for precipitation from any 
apprehension of that kind ; whereas f here 
was great danger of serious inconvenience 
from interrupting Uie discusMoy on the 
Scheldt inquiry, as the public attention 
would be diverted from a subject in which 
the interests of the nation were most 
deeply concerned. But from that subject 


that no offence pught to bu decided upon 
in ftia^House, where a remedy was to be 
had in a court of law. A remedy for Nbel 
was open in the ordinary course of law, 
Mr. Reeves had been prosecuted by the 
Attorney General for a libel at the instance 
of the House. So far he referred to the 
great constitutional questions which would' 
arise upon this paper. As to the passaged* 
marked, these be bad alrewW 


the public attention would be diverted, said, which might be soon decided upon ;bw 
and very naturally, if this question was the rest, he thought, required very graved 
suffered to intervene. Great and import- and serious deliberation before g^tlemellf 
ant, however, as he thought that question could pronounce a dispassionate ahd juA' 
to be, still he would acknowledge, that he judgment upon them. For instance, it 


considered every question in which the 
rights and privileges of the House of*Com¬ 
mons, and the liberty of the subject Were 
concerned, to be oi the first rank in the 
scale of importance, and to be more inte¬ 
resting than twenty questions on Expedi¬ 
tions to Walchcren or to any other part of 
the globe, and their consequent failures 
and disgraces. But the‘question to be now 
discussed was not so much.a^ to the right 


must be first very maturely considered 
how far a member was entitled to tell his 
constituents what he had stated in that 
House. He could not immediately maker ■ 
up his mind on that point*—a point, the do* 
termination on which would involve many*^ 
important consequences. Was a member 
nor at liberty to tell hiiLConstitueiits vihat 
he had tittered in that Ivuse unreprored? 
Many of the points contmne'd in the paper 


of the House to commit for breaches of upon, the table lfac| been axpreaMd by tbw 
privilege in ceitain cases, 6ut as to how worthy hart, iiuhat House; nay,had evert* 
far the e»erciw of such right extended ; been enlarged upon, and supported bjT 
what were'its limits, and whether it applied other members. If the worthy bart 
to cases where redress might lie had in the *a right to givp to his constituenU #Iimt hb 
ordinary course of 'law. lihi.the'^e points, had stated in that House, and laid drtv^ tor* 
which wer# most imnaftant in their na- bes^ood^onsritutionai doc rjne, thenin the’^ 
tare and consequences, there might be ‘ * -- 

much difference offtpimon. These were' 
nbt, therefore y»^estions to be determined 
upon ill 1 rtfsh ant^ even impetuous man¬ 
ner. Though he was no^ called upon to 
say whether he agreed in the Hesoiutiorf 


commencement of his letter he had ndtr 
gode too far in the following pafagrafitlt 
** Gentlemen— -The House of Commoh<\ 
** tiaving passed a Vote, whid|i amounfs trt 
a declaration, that an Order of theirt is 
to be of more weight than Magna Chart#’, 





/' And %b« hyni^lf &e^d, I think h my 
'' doty to Hiy'itiy ientimenta therteoti be- 
" ibf^my'Ji^oastitueilts, whose character 
'''ll fttemeiij ahd even whose personal 
depend in a great degree upon 
Qecisit>n of this question—a question 
**W.IUi leas importance than this, whether 
**• 00 ^ liberty- be stiJJ to be secured by the 
''‘ lawvof our forefathers, or be to lay at 
""the absolute mercy of a part of our fel- 
"ibw-subjects, collected together by 
" means which it is not necessary foir me 
"-to describe rlf he had a righlP to 
convey to his constituents alKhe hacTstated 
in'that House, in thus adverting to what 
ha had openly complaioj^d of, and what 
had been admitted on the other side of 
the House, and defended only on the 
ground of its universality, it was absti¬ 
nence and moderation in the hon. baronet 
to say no more. If a^^mber was to bs 
permitted to tell his constituents what he 
had said in that House unrpproved, where 
was the breach of privilege ip that pas¬ 
sage? Upon this supposition the allusion 
had been made in language which evinced 
great forbearance and moderation. He 
could hot help considering it as astonishing 
that this should have been so readily 
ibitde a matter of cpmplaint after the 
manner in which a celebrated charge of 
bis hon. friend (l^^^docks}, ‘had been 
received, and af|er the cHarge had been 
dnmissed, upon the ground that the prac¬ 
tice wos^universal. The passage which 
he'himself considered as a breach of pri¬ 
vilege, was that in which it was, slated 
that the members of that House “ inflated 
^ with theiv high blown fanciful ideas of 
" Majesty, and tricked out in the trap- 
, " pings of royalty, thought privilege and 
" protection beneath their dignity-—as- 
« sumed the sword of prerogative, and 
“ lorded it equally over the King and 
" people.*’ This he conceived did ainoiltit 
clearly to a breacf' of privilege. {Hear, 
hear, from the j^>inisterial side.] He 
knew not how eV&ciIy to take that ch.ecr, 
but he had stated this fairly, because he was 
apt to'/be sincere. But^with respect to 
other passagesrtherc. vras not a word in 
them but what vvas synonymous with what 
the worthy baronet had said m discussing 
the question of Reform, both in that Hoiuc 
and to his constituents. There 'was no 
pidnt of view therefore in which time w^s 
itbt necessary, in order to arrive at a calm, 
^t^ and dignified conclusionr If he were 
Or Iriend of the right bon. the Chancellor 
of'‘jAe*&cheqaer, he meant a political 


friend**h 
mend to 
think, as 
naged, a 







would moii stronj^ rcoMki'*^ 
to grant time, m all ^ 
e matter was at' present j/a« 
he himself most certymly 
thought, that this was a sup throwmwut to 
an attentive House and an indigiusl^eople. 
[Loud cries of Hear! hear!)^ He really 
had some hopes that the hto. gent, who 
introduced this subject would, upon better 
reflection, second the motion of adjourn¬ 
ment and he was convinced that the hon. 
geiit. would regret afterwards that he had 
pressed the matter at this peri<V:l. He con« 
eluded by moving as an amendment on 
the original question, ** That the debate 
be adjourned till to-morrow se’nnight.” 

• Mr. Ijethbridge then rose and said that 
he should not second the motion. (A 
laugh.) 

The Speaker toformed the bon. member 
that the amendment had been seconded. 

Mr. Lethfji’idge again rose and said, that, 
as the mover of the Resolutions before the 
House, he could not consent to the propo¬ 
sition for adjourning thv> debate.' He had 
most 'certainly, at the time when he 
brought forward the Resoluflbns, been sen¬ 
sible that he was entering upon a grave 
and serious suhjeei; a7id it Itad never been 
in his contoiiiplaMnii tu proceed in i( with 
precipitancy. That had not been at any 
time In'? wish, and he conceived he had 
.placed himself in the hands of the House, 
and that tlic House had df’teniHned for him. 
Further than that, hi* had nf>thing to do 
with the Course, wiiich h-ul been pursued. 
Hut the argnmcnl of the hon. gent w'ho 
had brought fuiwurd the amendment, np« 
poaredTo him to answer itself, as it fur¬ 
nished the strongest ground against agree¬ 
ing to it. The hon. gent, had stated that 
this question was of graver and greater 
imporlance than twenty expeditions, such 
as that to tlie Scheldt, or lo any other 
part of the world. In this sentiment of 
the hon gent, he peifectly coincided; and 
ir tio other argument could be suggested 
for proceeding immediately with the dis- 
cojision, he sffould, upon that alone, re¬ 
fuse his as3?nt to the adjournment. He 
shduld not follow the hon. gent.' through 
the various statements he had gone into, 
nor the able .ar^'Tuments, as he conceived 
them to be, which1fl^l^ been urgdd by him. 
He had but one word'Viore to add, and he 
hhped the House woulV^ believe him as 
sincere in the declaratiunT^^: be b*^lieved 
the hon. gent, to be in gll thz^ad fallen 
from him. The,, hon. ge^l. hdli( stated, 
previously to bis making his raotidn, that 





he(Mri Leti^bridge) bad tiiutll|jiM 
an ^roneat m this bu4||||MtMW tnaf^ 
jes^s miaisters* If he^WNowiVbbHil- 
sel4\e should nevor ceate H aa 

long aiiho lived. He bad aot, however* 
leat himsU^ any maa, nor to any set of 
men. Theniotion he brought forward 
had originatea in his own mindf and he 
had been induced to engage in the pro¬ 
ceeding upon considerations of his own. 

Mr. Cuivjen was ready to avow that he 
should have deprecated the discussion of 
such a question as that under considera¬ 
tion and at such a moment. It was im¬ 
possible that, at a time when the House 
was so W'holly occupied with the conside¬ 
ration of another grave and momentous 
subjec', that tliey could he in a state to 
pronounce a cool and deliberate decision 
upon this (|uestion. On a motion such 
as that, which the House was then dis¬ 
cussing, it was highly desirable that 
neither individual feelings of partiality, 
nor party considerations should influ¬ 
ence theii^judgmeift. That was not a mo¬ 
ment to bring such feelings into a discus¬ 
sion upon a subjcf't like that before the 
House; and he should call upon the right 
hon. the Chancellor uf the Exchequer to 
pause, and to consider the consequences 
that might result trom adopting any pre¬ 
cipitate course on the present 'occasion. 
It was impossible for that right hon. (ent., 
not to see the consequences that must in¬ 
evitably flow from any hasty proceeding 
upon .a question arising out of a breach 
of privilege, which might alarmingly 
agitate the public mind from one end 
of the country to the other. Fdr him¬ 
self, be could most conscientiously state 
that he had not yet made up his mind upon 
the question; and if He should be com¬ 
pelled to vote on that occasion* he must 
say, that it was absolutely impossible for 
him to vote for the motion. Were he to 
vote fur that motion, be should be bound 
to vote also for the stroqg, repr^ensidn 
of the House being expressed respecting 
the author of the paper dpon which (he 
motion was founded. But tthe matter 
would not rest there. The House woSild 
be ohIigeD to resort to some strong ulterior* 
measures; and before tl}ey ^ould be 
driven tonhat awful necessity, ff behoved 
them well and ser^sly to consider whe¬ 
ther the paper cr/mplained of really coh- 
tained .mauW tallinR for the adoption of i 
mea^uresyirom which might arise such a 
feeline^ country,^ as^ h^e* for one* 
woald^most sincerely deprecate. If forced 


fo pm^z-there^e^ in 
wM hw )ntleDUon^lUly, be bad no idfomb-. 
tive* be roust be oompelled to voteegain|t' 
the motion. If time, however* Ao^ 
allowed to gentlemen to make tbeinaelmi** 
fully acquainted with the whole of the 
case* he was persuaded that in such a cue 
there could exist but one opinion upon 
the subject, and that tne decision of the 
House would be unanimous. As to foe ^ 
right of the House to commit them for 
contempt* that was a privilege which it 
iiccemrily must have but it was also a 
privilege whioh should seldom be exer¬ 
cised, never except in cases where it wu 
actually necessary to assert the dignity, 
and to maintain the authority of the ttoueu 
All he asked of the House* therefore* 
that he should not be pressed to a decision; 
ill the unprepared state in which he folt 
hynielf to decide justly. It would have 
been much better tiiat this paper had never 
been noticed* as in that case* he conceiv¬ 
ed *th}t it woufd have soon sunk into ob¬ 
livion; but as It had been brought under 
the cognisance of the House, the honour of 
the House required that some step sboold 
be taken respecting it. With this opinion 
btrongly impressed upon Ljis mind, it was 
his wish not to be forced to a crude and 
premature decisioif. And if many other 
gentlemen wefo, like himself, ready to 
avow that they ^ere u«lk prepared to come 
to a vote upon the question, he wou]^ put 
it to the House whether it was consistent 
with justice or decency to force them to 
it } Never had any question been discuM- 
ed in *tliat House which called for more 
temper, more consideration, or was more 
intimately and essentially connected with 
the honbur and character of the House. ^ 
He should again, therefore, conjure the 
right hon. gent, not to hurry on the que^ 
tion to a decision* A little time wouldT 
clear away the difficqhies with which it 
was at* present cnvelo^d, and lead to an 
opening to measures wl^hmight, perhaps, 
substitute conciliation ^br seventy. In 
his own opinion, the hon. baronet was in 
some degree deserving of the reprehension 
of the House, but that might be so manag¬ 
ed as neither to compromise the dignity of 
lh<i House,' nor traiibgress the boixads of 
justice and innderalion. He would ask foe 
right dbn. cent, how he cOuld answer* at 
a* period when unanimity was more tbRa 
ever desirable, for the irritation and heat¬ 
ed feelings which amy other coarse WQu]d 
be likely to produce in the'country } 
notwithstanding, the right (ton* 





d^utd persi^i^iil^^g on the dcciatoo. 
oh hioi eloi^ tiMt>U the respoiui- 
bilUy for t^c eoiMequences. He w»a well 
pf^fcbe sound mind and good sense of 
tt^l Mople of this coumry; and though he 
evpind allow they might be led astray by 
dicepdoD or passion, be was yet convinc¬ 
ed that, if that House would shew that it 
WM actuated only* by a sense of its own 
dignityt without any reprd to more par- 
tSTand confined considerations, the na¬ 
tion would cheerfully acquiesce in its deci- 
skin. Butin order J.D produce this efFebs, it 
was necessary to prove tothe^ublic that, in 
the exercise of its power or privileges, that 
Ifeose was not influenced by any feeling 
against an individual, butreally anp sincere¬ 
ly consulting its own dignity and cbaraotcf. 
On every ground, therefore, it was his opi¬ 
nion that they/>ughtto proceed calmly, de¬ 
liberate, anddispdssionaSely on this quev 
tion. Ine House coulh* not but recollect, 
that, in consequence of being led away 
by a contrary feeling, its'Journals hid 
been disgraced by proceedings which, 
though subsequently expunged by a suc¬ 
ceeding House, would ever reflect discre¬ 
dit upon that which had sanctioned them. 
He alhided to tfa^ proceedings against Mr. 
Wilkes, in which, by giving way to the 
influence of fiselings of hostility "towards 
the individual, the House haH b^en carried, 
into a course of subversive of 

the fundamental ^inciples of its constitu¬ 
tion, Thongh parliament had afterwards 
expunged from its journals the record of 
these oppressive and unconstitutional mea¬ 
sures, still the remembrance of what then 
' passed survived, and should be a warning 
to all future parliaments, not to give way 
to such feelings, or precipitately to*decide 
upon questions of a similar oescription. 

had been one of those, who voted 
against all the arbitrary measures which 
bad been resorted to on that occasion; 
and, on the same principle, now besought 
the right hon. geiit/^t to press precipi¬ 
tately forward the Ultimate decision upon 
a question of so mu( h inlportance to the 
reputation and honour of that House. He 
'trusted the example to which he had al¬ 
luded would never be imitated. If the 
House were to come to a decision upqn 
tins question it should be such decisioi^ 
as would be consistent with justice (o the 
individual and a proper regard to the dig-*- 
nky of the House. No such decision how- 
could, in the present instance, bet] 
impartially or dispassionately pronounced. 
Ai a^jmember of that House, therefore. 


who, bi4 the hoaov mm* 4a 

it, had need by any faal** 

ings Vichment, or party !d4« 

rpats— wim had UDiformly, oa all jNcca* 
sions, and under all circuoistaacea^given 
his vote to the best of his judgnsm, and 
according to the dictates of hu^nscience, 
with a view to the common mtorests of the 
country^who felt himself unprepared at 
present to give any vote satisfactory to his 
own mind, but who was anxious to pro¬ 
nounce judgment on the real merits of the 
case, he called upon the House of Com¬ 
mons to allow a small portion of time for 
the more mixture consideration of this 
roost serious and important question. 

Mr. Owen hoped that the House would 
decide, and that without further ^elay, 
upon the question under discussion. The 
real question now was, whether the 
House was to suiler iU<.lf to be intimida¬ 
ted, whether any man should henceforth 
be at liberty to reflect most grossly upon 
its rights and privileges? He trusted, 
therefore, that the llous? would have the 
courage to assert its unquestionable rights, 
and not compromise its character by de¬ 
ferring the decision of the question before 
them. Ilk felt astonishment at the 
amendment which had been moved: but 
he had been still more astonished at hear¬ 
ing the right hon. gent. (Mr. Sheridan), 
whonf he had been accustomed to listen 
to with respect upon all constitutional 
subjects, represent the present as a ques¬ 
tion of no urgent nature or importance. 
(Hear, hear.) He could assure gentlemen 
that he was not to be intimidated from 
doing his duty. The right hon. gent, 
had certainly said that the question was 
not of any urgency. The hon. gentle¬ 
man who followed, had however oh 
the contrary stated, that in bis opinion 
this question was of much more mo¬ 
ment than the discussion of the me¬ 
rits of the Expedition to Waloheren. 
The question, in his mind, whether his 
Maje&ty’s ^ministers were culpable or not 
in the conduct' of that Expedition, was 
not to be put|in dbmpetition with .a ques-' 
tion,- whether tbeHou^e of Commons was 
to remain independent, whether it was 
to preserve its^ pjr^ilegefi and authority, 
or to be lAafc dowlK^y personad intimi¬ 
dation. Whether suclK^attempts were to^ 
roK^eed from members d(^ that House, or 
persons out of it, be trusted the ||ouse 
had courage enough to repress tfli^. He 
agreed that this,nuestioii was of timet 
the^importance of discussion respect* 
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ifig ifac ExpwlktoiSi. BttI th«mjfpM«iit 
which had bean urged for dela^jappeared 
to^m extraordinary; as if inJead the 
dele Jr of a few hours, before thly*shouid 
come «n a decision on the discuAlon res^ 
peeling Expedition, would let the 
evidence ouv.of the minds of gentlemen. 
The statement in the paper, which was 
the foundation of the charge, that the Bill 
of Rights was made a bi 11 o f wrongs, was su f- 
ficient to justify the House in proceeding. 
But that was not all; the paper stated that 
the exercise «f the privileges of the House 
of Commons was subversive of the laws 
and constitution of the country. Was 
that a proposition to be passed over with 
impunity; was that a question, which 
they should not seize the earliest opportu¬ 
nity of deciding upon? It would have a 
very injurious effect upon the minds of the 
people, if the House of Commons should 
imprison a person not a member, for a 
libel, and not dare to notice one of its 
own members for the came offence. The 
decision upon this cpiestion would, he was 
confident, inrreasa those sentiment-) bf at¬ 
tachment to the constitution, which he 
knew to exist in the different parts of the 
country with which'he was acquainted. 
He thought the passage in which it was 
asserted, ” that that House lorded it over 
the king and the people,’' was a fjioss 
libel upon the House of Commons. *He 
trusted, tbeiefore, that the House would 
do itsdutv, and neither be intimidated by 
a fear qf ttie people, nor influenced by feel¬ 
ings of respect for any individual, to defer 
the consideration of so important a ques¬ 
tion. 

Mr. WMtbrrad begged pardon of the 
hou. gent, who had just spoken, if he 
codld^ot, in the outsrt'of nhat he had to 
say, repress himself with the same clear¬ 
ness in his own words, as by adopting the 
language of his right hon. friend (Mr. She¬ 
ridan) and saying, tliathe had never risen 
to speak on a subject of greater i^iiport* 
ance. Such were the woids of his right 
hon. friend, which that hdn. gent, had 
greatly injs-stated, when he said that his 
right hon.*friend had represented the quds* 
tion as one of a light nature. It was be¬ 
cause the subject svas no*Jtghtbut mo- 
mementou^that he rose then to ask, as be 
had done last ni^t, for some delay 
before he should lb called upon for hij 
vote. 1^ jusve^ to the hon. member 
who origimited the motion, he muet say 
that it not his wish a( hratlo proceed 
precipitately with the question* But to tfaif 


right |||> the C^nneeHor of thtt* 
qoef; mm was mainly mierested to 
(juestion already nnder discussion, a qnw 
tion, which the hon. gent who had 
sat down, considered comparatively ligKt^ 
was to be ascribed the precipitancy witS 
which the discussion was pushed forward. 
The question whi(*h had so long occupied 
the whole attention of that House, so fes 
from considering tight, he regarded as otid 
oCthe greatest moment, as well to faisma* 
jesty's ministers as to himself. (Hear, hear, 
fronfthe ministerial benches.) He despised 
such feelings ds appeared to give rise to 
the cheer, and would repeat that the qdea« 
tion was of moment to him, because ft 
was desirable to every honest man tO 
bif allowed time to be in full possessioh 6t 
every thing that could enable him to fbmi 
an impartial judgment. ^The House would 
gwe him credit,* was sure, when be 
said that the question before it was mo¬ 
mentous thougn^not pressing. He saw no 
reasoi^ why the same time should not be 
allowed now, as when the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and Ihe lord viscount Cas- 
ilereagh were last session charged with a 
breach of the privileges of that House. 
The right hon. gent, would •recollect, that 
when that charge ji^d been first brought 
forward, he ro^ in his place, and amr 
stilting that, he wan ta|^en by surpriat, 
made his bow, and retired,; aner which a * 
delay of five days was allowed before he 
made his defence. He had votfld in the 
minority on that occasion; and to the de¬ 
cision pf the House in that instance, 
ami the conduct of his Majesty's mi¬ 
nisters, they were to look for the degra- 
tion of House of Commons in the 
opinion of the people* The House would * 
also recollect the case when viscount 
Casilereagh was charged with bartering^ 
for a scat in that House, and was sheltered 
by the amendment of a tight hon. g^nt. 
(Mr. Gannitig) not thpn jn his place! 
That proceeding, couple H with the resolu¬ 
tion of 1779, which madit such a practice 
a breach of the privileges of that House# 
had mainly contributed to the lamentable 
degradation of parliament. He begged 
also to remind the House of the threat re¬ 
specting the dissolution of parliament, 
thiv>wu ^out by the same ri^ht hon. geAt 
shortly after he came into office, and of ^ 
the? realising of that threat soon after l^y 
the actual dissolution of parliament; and 
then toiask, to whom was the degradation " 
of parliament to be attributed ^ On the pro-^ 
sent question then, of so much importanca • 
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W the iadcpeiidfnoc of that 
the intereftU of the nation^ he askev^r time 
to coqsiUer it satficiently. The same ap- 
pllctLtioa he had made 24 hours before, 
ftndin the period that had since inter- 
venedi he had not had time to consider 
the subject. In this respect the hon. gent, 
opposite, and his friend, had the ad¬ 
vantage of him. He had marked the pas- 
ifliges specified by the hon. mover, but had 
|ioC yet been able to look into them. J[n 
this situation, he could not think of decid¬ 
ing upon extract%made by any gentfAnan 
however honourable, without being able 
to refer at the same time to the context. 
The House would recollect the nature 
of the speech of the gallant general (Crau- 
furd) last night, who had produced a cafn- 
paign of his own instead of the imaginary 
campaign of<he noble lord, and concluded 
with an amendment expressive of the ap¬ 
probation of the conduct of his Majest) *» 
tnittisters, without any oiu* docuinciit or 
argument produced in thVir j^stifu^ation. 
Whilst the honourable and gallant general 
was proceeding through the details of bis 
campaign, be could not but think that 
every hon. otlircr who had served on the 
Expedition wquid have wished fur moun¬ 
tains to cover, or seas to oveiwhelin him, in 
order to escape the incfignaiiori of ilie pub¬ 
lic. When charg ed with a n^ish to delay 
the discussion on «fe lioitlluct of tlic Ex¬ 
pedition, the right hon. gent, (the Chan¬ 
cellor bfrthe Exchequer) opposite had re¬ 
ferred to his conduct during the whole 
of the investigation to prove the contrary. 
He was ready to admit, that the noble 
lord, not then in his place, ^lord Castle- 
reagh) had conducted himself with great 
propriety tbroughoqt the whole*^ of these 
pioceedings. But when the right hon. 
regent, referred to the papers not yet de¬ 
livered from the printer’s as furnishing, if 
he were so dispose^, a cause of deliiy, he 
must observe that) whatever might»bc the 
abilities of that ri^t hon. gent., he could 
do but one thin^ at a time. It was the 
opinion of a great man,' that that was the 
manner in which all things were done. As 
they were not pressed for time as to the 
present question, there was no ground for' 
interrupting that in which tbe House.bad 
been previously engaged. , When fjhe 
4 lotice of the fiiotion bad been ^iveii by 
tbe, hon. gent., it was suffered to lie over 
for twenty-four hours. Why, then, not lie. 
over for a longer period ? He gave the hon. 
gent. (Mr. Lethbridae) credit, when he 
sjiidf that he had not lent* himself to any 
1 > 


man in tl^ course he had taken; but he 
must befallowed to add, that the boo. 
membefpiad allowed himself to b^in- 
fluencedmy the Chancellor of the E|(che- 
quer, who bad taken advantage o^is fa¬ 
cility. The hon. mender uai willing 
to allow time, but the right h^fn. gent, had 
availed himself of this question as a God¬ 
send, in the same manner as a drowning 
man would catch at a straw, in the desperate 
hope that it would afford him a short re¬ 
spite from the impending decision upon 
his conduct. It was an oldcsaying, that 
many things happened between the cup 
and the lip, so also did many things hap¬ 
pen between the halter and the gallows. 
(Hear, hear!) He did not mean to say, 
if he was to go to the extremity, that the 
right hon. gent, was entitled to be be¬ 
headed, neither had he meant to apply 
the allusion to him. Gentlemen might 
recollect the case of a soldier, who, on the 
retreat in Spain, iiad been tried by a 
court marliai for some heinous offence, 
and sentenced to be ehot. The detacli- 
mcut*of cavalry was drawn up for this 
execution; but, fortunately, the enemy 
came in sight; the cavalry escaped, the 
culprit whs put on horse, and fled with 
the rcikt, and so the whole ended.—As he 
liu.’ited the House of Commons would 
never shew any fear, so also he hoped that 
it i^ould not manifest either favour or 
partiality to any person. He thought 
the House, by acquitting the right bon. 
gentleman last session, had shewu such 
partiality, and thereby contributed to that 
degradation into which some persons sup¬ 
posed the public to consider it as fallen. 
The right hon. gent, had certainly not 
been charged with a breach of the privi* 
leges of that llouSe. Lord Castl^a]gh, 
iiowever, had, and if not for the ^ntle- 
manly terras in which he made his excuse 
winch disarmed the resentment of the 
House, and the atueiidmcut of a right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Canning) which gave rise to 
a Coinage of a new word, in the language 
o^ the right hon. gent. lest a mistakeable 
record shoqjd appear upon the journals,” 
he must have been convicted. ' But the 
right hon. gent, desired that'the House 
should not suif^, itself /o be intimidated. 
For himself, he b^uld say, that he had 
never at any time i^en afraid to avow 
his sentiments. Yet atahe same time that 
be would not be intimhk^ed from ex¬ 
pressing his sentiments, he ^^iJ not be 
intimidated to act with a false enrage, or 
to do* a thing in order to sbewShat he 
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durst do \t i nor to do any thin^ which, in 
hts best conviction, he should not think 
—If he were the only ottcj who was 
l^o^/^lnd had not an opportunny to be, 
'ac<jtiai*»ted with the paper, then he mi"l» t he 
the only u‘'c who sho'ild vote for adjourn- 
nieiit, and 0 .' a ground which to him ap¬ 
peared uiiansm^rable ; but he had another 
ground, arising out of the good feelings of 
the hon, mover ami seconder. When he 


I Whom he saw before him -^whether sutfR 
a practice would be allowed-in 
of justice: whether, on a Inal iW-bn^ 
offence, it would be tolerated to gWetd 
evidence a previous act whieli had nevf^ 
been r|iiestioned ? lie was bold enough 
to difli‘r from the honoundi’e barotiet, 
though he nuist a ImiU that he had not 
read Ins stab ment. flc l*ad heard tHfc 
speech of that hon. baronet with attend 


heard tbc%c hon. gentlemen, in stating tion, but \;i'houi being convinced. Thai 
their s'»utimtnt8, alhidc to combinations in speech appeared to him an able one, but 
that IIouse,*and tlie spiiit ot jacobinism ihc^’eat fault lit founeV with it waS/that 
out of it, he couM scare* ly hcliexe tliat he his prepO'iiliott would not, if agreed to, 
was not listening to tlie org'ins of the late alls jure tlieoliject of the hon. baronet^ 
Mr. YorI*e; (he berged |>i rdon) ot t!ie one step. He also found (ault with his 
bile member fni Cam!widj,eshire. *riii+» bavin*; |>ubli’»hed in bis Aiguinent any 
wa^ the legacy b«que'iM*ed to that House thing whieh he bid not stated in hiS 
by the Teller of the K\ehcqum'. (Hear,^ speech, ^^hell he biought forward his proi- 
hcar') That light lom. piUtleman had posiitou. ^ 

made a compl: int .u^lln^tJ^dln Gale Jones •Anoilicr com^la/iit he hid to make 
who niid" a rcf'cetf'd apology at the bir, ac^ainst tlie hon. baronet uas lb it when 
(No, no') Ay lie v.as infoP'^ied that |*cr- hej)ubli Jiid In^sLettci and .\rgument, he 
Son ba'! con-i'i. t^-il him elf uith bcconnng piofijsMl v» publish the .substance of his 
propriety and drei^iMi at the hu, and cm ‘'pecch. He Juul read the Letter, and 
that ground u n.'s Ins opinion <:l the time Uioughtthat there was noihing in it which 
tint lie sInmM be dnih.ircod. lac'v any county member mifilu not have ad- 


tlihig that had since been dene oji the sub- 
je<t tended, step by ^tep, to make Jones a 
guMter peisoivi^c than he couh! other 
wise h lie hop il to btcoriie —li w n< I 
his intcnfio'.i I’ll n to give an* dpinioi 
to the vii lit <»l tin* Ilona* to < o.niiiit fol 
co5*tenij)t; tint opinion he h»id boliio 
8liH‘d, and it was no* neces**an fir him to 
repi'tiJ if. lb' beg,,ed lieu* lio\\e\pr to 
rv*tniii fo V h »t In* hail lueii duos a olf 
from longer ihr.'i lie had inlendi^d ; the 
allusions of the lion. gent. (Mr. T/tli- 
biidgc) to c unhuMtions in lliat IJouse. 
Tl^e bun. member Ind aul fh it on lu^.'i in^ 
certain ®lalc*M'nt-. in that House, he was 
.so aflected it his h nr sfo* d en ojjd, (A 
laugh.) Non that the House knew that he 
had the gift of Imgu.age (though indeed 
Ire had heard that hon. gent, before make 
a i.ioiiop r*'s:jcripigdoiih!e*-biriellod gun *) 
be Tiosted tin*" h« would not hen*after ie« 
main s.h‘*il; but when he became sensible 
of ibN vijiblc cfihi t suir r his i^or.il t lovtr- 
come bis jJiy‘*ical iinpiv'shnis, and inove^ 
thitthe terril)'u y words ba taken doivn. 
It would eertam^ l)c '.. *svery account 
desirable'*that he '•hould not suffer the 
agitating word I to fetnain in oblivion fpr 
three weeks, and then make the unfortu¬ 
nate utterer them become the objer t of 
another cNarge, by bringing them 1n judg¬ 
ment against him. ^(Ilcarl hear!) lie 
«hoii1d appeal to tfiat htiKli of law'yers 
>01 . x> 1, 


dresst'd to his constitutnls. Having read 
the Letter, ht put the Argument in his 
I pocket, supposing /it to be the same as 
the sjjeecn wjnch he had hcird. Ort 
coming doim to »lic House, h >wevcr, he 
was c.foniud that a notirp had been given 
<d' the iiK/lion by liie hon. member. 
^Vhen he head he though# that tho 
in itter would soon he over, as he did not 
think tji**ic was any I* iiig c\cc| tionable 
in tile ‘pr(<h. Hut he win aileiwards 
infoioied that thcie wiTe many tilings in 
the Ai^^umeiit whiih weio not in the 
speech ; a‘id it v/a»<ipon tlie j^round that* 
lie was not [‘ie,.'‘ud to tive an opinion 
upon any o K oi tl.<''C‘n w passages, thati 
he xv-licd f r tnc idjoiiiiimdit of the dit* 
cus u>ii. It aas impossible to to s'ly tiiak 
any one pissage was a libel, e itlii ut coii- 
sklcring tl ** wl* »Ie, end a^Ct'.tun.ng how 
each might be'C’sfduini d oi u'o'o.idby 
the content or oth r pa * '4 .-w *r ♦! ' puper, 
Tiu't he shoul 1 do. if alloc. I iiiiu to 

(onu'Kr th( pqur, bat if m', b ■ suoahl 

not bedtiventfj V')‘( for the lb solutions of 
tli^3» lion g< Ml. As a juryman,'and he 
!ook''rkupoii the llonse as in that instance 
called upon to pr if u*m tiie functions of 
juryin*m, he should, in case of any doulrf, 
feel himself bound to pronounce the party 
ihnortnt. Others were no jdoubt ia the 
same situation with him ; and he had rfo 
hesitation in salting, that any lion, ufomv, 

r 
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ber who felt a douhtupoii the subject was enough to^aintain its rights and privi- 
bound to say not guitiy. leges. 

What detriment, then, he would ask. Sir Joshh Yorke, unaccustomed as/hc 
could result from agreeing to the adjourn- had been*o address that House, stiU' did 
metit of this discussion r All gentlemen not think it would require much jroility 
were not so highly gifted as the right to refute the arguments of the^Mn> gent- 
bon. gent., to comprehend the details of who had just sat down, anLwho had so 
two important sulyects at once. They freely criticised the conduct of every 
had not, as that right hon. gent, seemed ineinhcr whom he had thought fit to au¬ 
to have, celK in their brains for the re- vert to. Thehoii.g^nt.aniongothercri- 
ception of dillbt cut kinds of evidence, nyr ticisins, had alludea to a legacy which 
that constituliun of intellect u Inch enabled had been bequeathed to that House by 
him to cast shade's over one descripiion the Teller of the Exchequer, the lats 
of evidence, uhiNt he apjdicd his aiten- member for Cambridgeshire. He could 
lion to another, and then td withdraw assure that hon. gent, that whatever le- 


these shades at will, for the purpose of 
proceeding to the ronsiiler.uiqn of the 
temporarily secluded subjects. When the 
right hon. gent, therefore, called upon 
tile House, not possessing the same ad- 
vantages with huilsel^ to divide their at¬ 
tention between two questions, he was 
doing an injury to the House, to each in¬ 
dividual in the House, ^nd ^to tj) Vhc 
nation. But whatever eflect the right 
hon. gent. mit*lu have expected from this 
interruption, he tiusted he would he dis¬ 
appointed as well witliin as without the 
walls of that l[ouse. lie might su]>po>c 
that the public would he dr;tractcd by 
this que.stion from paying the '‘Ume atten¬ 
tion, wiiieh it w^o ufd ot ficrvvise devote 
to the que.stion in' ^\T7irii*‘ that right hon, 
gent, was so deeply and personally in¬ 
terested.* But the public he hclie>ed 
to be too wise to give into that delusion. 
The right hon. g( nl. would gain Imi a 
short re.spitc belbrc tlie drrisien* should 
be pronounced upon liimsulf. The lion, 
baronet too had strong claims on the 
^ House not to pvocce*^ precipilatefy in this 
question. The House of Commons, whose 
, J'ights and privileges were interested no 
less tlian the freedom of the people in the 
decision, had claims upon that House to 
proceed calmly and deliberately, not 
rashly and precipitately. When the ho¬ 
nourable baronetJi.id made his motion for 
the liberation of Jones,'he was not con¬ 
vinced by his speccli, but had voted for 
(he discharge of Jonc.s, because his 
previous cunniiement appeared suilicient 
punishment, because his oflencc w'as light, 
and because he had conducUd himself 
respectfully vAicn at the bar of that 
House, lie WMS sure if the right was irt)t 
consistent wdlh law*, that the House of 
Commons was too liberal not to relinquish 
it; but if .on' the contrary, liie right was 
legal, that House would ulivays be bold 


gacy was bequeathed by the late member 
for Cambridgeshire, would be remember¬ 
ed with respect by that House. Certain 
he was, that it must be as good as any 
that proceeded from a brewer of bad 
porter. [Here a general cry of Order, 
order ! Chair, chair ! coin’nued for some 
mrniitcs; several members of the opposi¬ 
tion benches at the same time standing 
up in tlioir places to s^^eak to order.] 

JMi-t Whitbread^ as soon as silence could 
be obtained, ro'^o and declared, that what- 
ei cr might be tlie emotions felt by his lio -1 
iiourablo VriemN, as to the language which 
had been used, lie could assure the House, 
that he was in no other way afiecled by it 
llianns aiiadesmati, and in that capacity 
lie iftought the hon. gent, had no right to 
hold him out as a brewer of bad porter. 
He only hoped, that, as the hon. gent. 
coneei\ed so bad an opinion of him in 
supposing that he had so far deviated 
from the piercpUand practice of his father, 
that he* would do liia poiler the Justice to 
inakcatiial of it. If the hon. member 
should order ac,*^k of it, he would under¬ 
take to furni‘'li hiin with the best, and *a!l 
he should ask m return was, that he would 
giv#* it to the electors of Cambridgeshire 
to drink the health ul' their late mcMuber. 
(A laugh.) Tlie Cry of Order, order! 
Chair, (hair ! again repealed, when 
Blr. Cfoker rose. (The calls upon the 
ch/iir were rcnlfewed.) 

The Speaker then observed, that unless 
any other honourable member rose to or* 
der, the lion. gent. (Mr. Croker) was in 
possession ofth&Jlousc.* 

liord Milton then rose and sifid, that in 
order to preserve tliat decorum which 
ohghtto prevail in the (liscussions in that 
House, he felt liiinself Dound tq move 
that tliie hon. gcnl.'s words'^ be taken 
down.. * « , 

* JMr. Wuihnadn^f wish, as 1 am sme I 
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feel perfect goiul humour on this subject; 
and the hon. gent, us 1 perceive by his 
coui?tenance, is restored to traptimllity, 
the Houscwould not call for any apology : 

1 require none on this occasion—(Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr, Cvokevt who had before oflei ed him¬ 
self to tile atten^on of the [louse, then rose 
and being requested by the Speaker to 
proceed, observed, that the fraternal feel¬ 
ings of the hon. gent, (sir J. Yorke) af¬ 
forded a sufllcient apology for the lan¬ 
guage he liad^nadc uscof^ considering the 
manner in which his hon. relative had 
been alluded to by the hon. gent. (Cries 
oFquestion! question!) lie had e\|)ocvefl 
some indulgence from the good liiiin<)iir*| 
of the genticnaen opposite, and asked iliem 
iftlicy had tailed as clamorously tor the 
question, when the hon. gent, had so evi¬ 
dently wandered from the subject before 
them } In deviating from the qiu'stion, 
that hon. member had used as rude and 
unparliamcuury language as had been em¬ 
ployed on Ibis sid**of the Tloiise. One 
would have imagined, from the speech of 
the hon. gent., that the queUion now be- 
^rc them was of such a nature that nobody 
could decide upon it without the utmost 
diflicully. lie was sure it must be other¬ 
wise with the hon. member, if he only con¬ 
sulted his own library. What irrfact was 
tlic question r Whelher this publicafion 
was unconstilutional or not ? Whether it 
was allowable for any member of that 
House to arraign its proceedings, and to 
appeal from their autlioiily to the opi¬ 
nions of the puldic ? The question did 
not require a moment’s didiliefaliori. 
The hon. member had said, that he 
was not to be intimidated from stating 
his Moubts or opinions* on this subject, 
however those opinions might lean; ** nor 
am I (said Mr. Crokcr) to be clamoured 
into silence by any outcry or monosyl¬ 
lable, unaccompanied by any argument.” 
'J'hc question was one of.the most im-' 
porlant, he admitted, that ever CEfhie be¬ 
fore the House, but it was infportant with 
respect to, the privileges, the •existence, 
and dignity of that House. * 

The hon.' baronet had spoken in the 
House on the subjchct of the pommitment 
complained* of, but he had not dared to 
utter those sentiments, nor to employ those 
expressions that he had since sent forth to* 
the public. He had published, however, 
in the shape of an Argument, wiia^ pro¬ 
fessed to be a speech spoken in*the l]ouse 
of Commons, and which from its nature* 


he dared not have uttered in his placed 
Had he spoken such a speech in his place, 
he was contident that he would have been 
immediately called to order, ami con¬ 
victed of a violation of the privilege of 
parhament. Were they to be told in 
Id 10 that a privilege that had been claim¬ 
ed and enjoyed from the movt remote pe- 
iiod was a iiansgrcssion ofthe constitution, 
or a violation otlhe lights ofthe people? 
What he would ask, was the proposition 
stated by (he hon. baron, t? That wc 
raniidt commit strangeii lor contempt. 
He had ^latid,4liat wint was done unani- 
iiimisly, in a very numerous meeting of 
the House, \\ hero all the talent and weight 
of the lioiivc was combintd, when both 
suit"- ofthe IToueweie agrccil, he had 
stated that that act was an illegal one, 
andcontraiy to therights^of tlfe ]>eople.-~ 
Thci e wasa w ant ol’t p^te as well as of judg¬ 
ment on the pait ofthe wortiiy baronet. 
He at defiancp the unanimous decibion 
of tIiatJIouv 2 ; he condimned it as a vio¬ 
lation of the constitution, and, instead of 
openly and candidly avowing tins senti¬ 
ment in the House itself, uhcie he ought 
to have sought his redress, ho libels their 
proceedings before the public, and de¬ 
clare'* that piocecdipg to be a violation 
ofthe rights of/he people—a sentiment 
whuh he dawd not h ivr avowed m that 
[louse. The passages that had been ob¬ 
jected to were bO clearly libellous, that no 
comment was lequired to prove iliein so. 
lie should not enter minutely into a de¬ 
tail of jhose exjiressions or semiments. 
Tiic genllemen opposite w'ere not una^ 
ware of tlieir libellous tendency, and he 
should le^ye them to fight it out among 
themselves, which were constitutional, and 
which not. “ I appeal” (said Mr. Crokcr) 
" to you, Mr. Speaker, without entering 
into any laboured argument; I appeal to 
you, whose authoriiy and signature he 
has traduced, whether if he, had dared to 
have made use of such expressions before 
you, you W'ould ho): have felt it your duty 
to have called him to order, ns you did 
once before this session, wiieii he was pro¬ 
ceeding to indulge in invective against 
Iho dignity and character of this [louse. 
He has so fardegraded the dignity of the 
[louse, ^nd the authoiityof the chair, as 
to represent your warrant, hir, as a piece 
of flnsealed jiapcr, with your name af¬ 
fixed, denying it any weight or autho¬ 
rity. He has called it an unlawful in- 
strumeiii. I appeal to the House, if I ut¬ 
tered any such danguago within these 
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walls whether you would not have deem- 
cil it not only highly ineguinraiul uiipar- 
liamentary, but a libel on the House. Rut 
I appeal further to the IImu-jC, if tlie sen¬ 
timents of tlie hoii. haroiit'l on tills sub¬ 
ject are noi ui‘U kiiouii, .iiul if they-aie 
not {iucli . 1 * rrijuiii' no attempt to piove 
the applic itOii ou imflency <if tin* lan- 
gnroje In* niiploV' (Older, Onlrr, from 
ficyer.d mins'*) I insi^^l that we *!o 
kno\\ hi-* Fens:jne‘-*!s, because tliey h.wo 
been avoue.l hefoie, ami iherrf'ort* 1 run 
not to In* cuiltil o.dei : While iniftibly 
su|»;joriiiu^ the \'ol the cluur, and 

tin ,’uv h. ^ of tins Hoiuo, I aip not/ I 
cntit( ihI, tmi of oi'ici. 1 ?uy huiuldy, fur 
J do not think either tin* diginty el' the 
chais, or the hoiamr of tlie llou'^e, stand 
in iited ol sutii ilefeiider.s/' There could 
he no doubt** oI ije* ipu-stitui, unless the 
form*, and privileger^of the House r.ere 
wholly chaiig((l. Whatever the piiiui- 
ple of the coinmitnKi.t ijiight lie, there 
could l)e no doubt <»f tli** i!h% 4 ulity,of the 
Aroiimenl, aod tin* c-oneiuslons adopted 
by the worthy baroil.t; there could he 
no douht, lint the pajser \\..s a most a\i- 
ilaeiuus hbel. It would be tiivsoiae, and 
still more olbu'.nc than tiresome to the 
House, to r .al all th^* ohje(’riiJi:..l)le [sa - 
sagos. '1 (le geutiehi. II ,o[)p<'^ite admit 
tliaf thtir i.diuls u^vjjiade ii]) on the 
sulijeet; they .yluut that the pnhlieation 
is u liijfl, fmd yet they well tiir delay ; 
they with Ou* furtiur lime to imiuire into 
it. If the libel was admitted, what occa¬ 
sion \Mi> lliuie for farlhi'rtiineto cimsider? 
The hon. buit.di<l r»ot merely excite oppo¬ 
sition to I he procei'diiigs ofthe I {ouae,but he 
cndcavomvd to entail upon it jConleiiipt 
and dishonour.—]l^ie the right lion. 
Tnoinhor quoted the puwage in which the 
House is repicsent.d as inflated with tlieir 
high-l>i<.wu. iancifnl ideas of Majesty, and 
tricked out in ilic trapping'* of royally, 
thinking privilege and protection'bincath 
their dignity, assuming the sword of pre- 
rogaiivc. and lording it Equally over the 
king and tin* people. He al'Jo lead the 
J'l;l^age in whieli jciipturc langu.age was 
employed, (»'od shall .smile thee thou 
winU'd wall/' &e. (alaugli,)_ fieutlenicii' 
might laugh, but the hon. baronet (Kiuld 
Use .icript.jM language when* it suited 4xis 
purpose, and that those gentlemen who 
were disposed to laugh might feel the rull 
cxieiil of its design and application, he 
should ri ad ilic paragraph prcctdiifg. 
The* evident pttrpo e ofthe paisage Was, 
tiiftt unless the House shbuld revert to its 


old practice, it must draw down upon it¬ 
self that sentence of St, Paul alluded to.- 
If the House was to revert to its ancient 
practice,' w*as not that a condemnation of 
its present conduct } Was it not a libel on 
the House to state, that their practice and 
conduct would lead to such coiiM*quences? 
Such, however, was the i^’xirit and ten¬ 
dency of the whole of the pamphlet. If 
the hon. gcnllcmea Oj)p<»aic \\i.shc*<l for 
time to con.suU'i* and crilici.se tliis pam¬ 
phlet f*)r the purpose of doing away its 
libellous passages, a v\c( k, e-vena month 
would he too little? tor tliat purpo.*-c, so 
numerou.s and so pointed w*cie the ob¬ 
noxious passage's. He did not speak 
iVom any feeliugH of ho.sMiity t(» the wor¬ 
thy b. rmet, but from an alKcticn for the 
constitution and the di;j*iiv of the Hous(*. 
The original dibvnssion had been a month 
ago before the llouv' ^et no one had 
ever doubted ofthe rigln d'the House lo 
ex* rcise the power it had done on ihii oc¬ 
casion, with the solitary cxeepimn of a 
imhle lord opposite (tord Eu!l.c.slon.‘) to 
\^ho.^e consistency, llierefoiv, on thi.s ac¬ 
count, he gave some credit; and wcie 
ttu'y then to postpone the prv*ent ques^ 
tiun, on which, judging fioin the funner 
decision of the House, so liule diversity 
of opinion could possibly .su.nist ? fic 
would therefore give liis vote against the 
amendment. 

Sir .S\ liomilfj/ thought tin* Hou.se called 
on, out of respix'l to ils own iharacter, to 
deliberate longer before they should come 
to any dccis'on in thi.H case. Though 
they " Cffi here judges from necessity, yet 
let them not forget that they were judges 
in their ow'n cau.se. This was a time, at 
which they were called on not sharply to 
catch at every su]>posed or apparent vio¬ 
lation of their privileges, bnt to protect 
them wdth temper and moderation, never 
over-stepping the liberal and substantial 
rules of justice. M ith all the pains he 
had bveii aide.to bestow, in the short pe¬ 
riod he had it in his power, on the reading 
of the publication in qmstion, he hud 
con&idcrabiic doubt in dcclaringdhat it was 
a^^'hol. If he should be compoiied to 
come to a vote on it that night, he must, 
on every prmciple of law, and from con¬ 
siderations of substantial justice, as prac¬ 
tised in the courts in which he iiad been 
educated, say that it was not a libel, be¬ 
cause so long as he remained in ^oubt he 
must, •of necessity, incline lo the side of 
innocence! was not a person to conic 
*to the decision of a question of this kind 
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^vitU that sharp retort, auiJ witii that 
heated temper, which &ome gentlemen 
fseeined to have brought along with them. 
He begged ot them to coim tothcdcci- 
Mon nt tne question now bcloie them with 
temper and moderation. Theiewas not 
a man who wished more thm he did to 
hold a high c»|pckovei attacks on the ])ii- 
vilcges ol lh.it House. So iw, lin\c>ei, 
tioin pioUct'iig theip piivik^is, by ac¬ 
ceding to the pioposcd ResolutionV In 
w IS sUisficd that to do so would hn\e a 
Goutrai^r ti£ct. He was told tha* iht 
House was not to listen to the 1 mi'uage 
ol iiitiiuidatioii. He eonfe sed tint ho 
had not couiac^u, considniuj wh\t lind 
laloly parsed at the nmucioiia nine t- 
iiigs ihioughout tiu foniitn, iii wholi 
opinion , 111 maiiv instance unuiiiioii'* 
OIK s on gland public qut suons, wi le de- 
ela d coiitruy (o tin de. isioiis cl th tt 
House, to touiend that the mijOfly nt 
th.il Un must he e«inct, i dlln ^ic 
bod^ ot \c iiilioiiui *11^,0 in -it ip Ins 
OiVii Opinion, h id (a oi igin div loi in< d one 
in lUosc III ijoiitics, a^c.nst the vtf<c nl 
tne *1 ition 

^ Tue Ihmst w \s now piorecdi i/, h^w- 
cvii, to dispose oi tiu pus lA <j' st >ii 
witho iL beini; leiuiaul} ici^ mitt d \itth 
the liui nilnie uul led It i > *^1 it 

He thiiii^ht liL sli'*ild b ihh lo sitisl^ 
some gt ntleiiH n, who (t n d niiM^us to 
euiiu to an iineicdiite <lct imi cm iht 
qu« siioii, thi't tills \\ is the c" , ml t!i .1 
ii tiH.y weie at this moment to dicido it 
oil the 1 lets as the \ ii idi i s ood ih m, the y 
would decide eonti \i> to the* tnoinipoit 
and meaning ot tiu lery pis >-jes on 
which thill (iceision was built An non 
gent, undei the ^alleiyhal, x the ^louiid 
of ills opinion, cited a [laiticulei pua 
graph liom the Aign.ixeiit la qucsuoii, 
gixing It 111 inteipielatien whah it wouKl 
not bcu, and xMthoiit weighing tin im* 
poitofit, aitei a cmsoi> leading, asivc.l 
was not till* md tnis libellous The Intn 
gent (Ml Owin) had conitinerttlu p s- 
sage to which he aliuded'asil it charged 
the IIoy>c with convertings the BiU ot 
Rights diio a Bill of Wrongs ; wheic is, it 
the Uon hicMiiber had peiusod Iht' passage* 
attentively, he w^uld have^fouiid it stated 
that no one member agreed with Mi. 
Yoike in impi isoiiing Mr. Jones undri the 
rmctioii ot the Bill ot Riglits. It ftie 
House had agieed with the hon. gent.* 
under the galleiy, however, in his ijitcr^ 
pretation ot the passage, they must have 
taken it for granted that tht* was the deri¬ 


sion of the whole House. This was a 
strange and extiavagant coiisUuction to 
h i\e given the paragiaph, as, he was con** 
vinced, the hon. gent, himselt would ad¬ 
mit after agim perusing it. Now, suiely, 
ait**i seeing this cgicgiouscrioi into which 
he had fallen, the hoH. gent, would agree 
that the consider.ation ot the question 
should be postponed. *flc was convinced 
ih It tho ho 1 cent, having toi some yeati 
been ot the i cc piotessioii with hunsclf, 
w euld di phe «* u li It might h i\c been thu 
tiles* oi s«> lasli and piccipitate ajudg- 
iitcnl ^ 

. H begged to cad to the recollection of 
tho llTm^c whai was in rcility the pro¬ 
position tliLV wcie c tiled on to support* 
I*w s nit that s I I, Burdett was guilty 
oiabiiarii oi tiu puviU^ooi that House^ 
butthi^ tlio publu aitoti in ^piestion was 
a^libel, inn tuit iw<^iton to «tatc, that 
w is a biiaeli <>i the )iri\ileges of the 
lloiisi. 1 lie ho.io n vide and learned 
w ) ilil no\ pi.i.nd to siy, that tha 
punlie iiuiii Wi^s not i lihcJ, hut lie con- 
ksscl he cnt< rtariu d a doubt on that 
point. A public moil might be a libel 
ill u> iniviei, iix vt in Its maniiei. Any 
rn I'l I as‘a light O due iss cveiy gieat 
CO ion xl (jcust.oii, wluLhei ot on- 

iini I luct oi oi < >nat tiiU'd authority. 
(Lc might s^uw hi^ i liv i'i aigmiig a point 
iti wliieii no oi.ici ni ni would agree with 
l.iiii, but still h« hil a light to doso. 
Hun mi.^ht be ind tnimatoiy« language 
in t'u pXi^M 111 qiu I on, but, at the same 
time. It Mis rcas .iKd with gieat ability, 
tiiil a*il tii< gii it inihoiiLics and prece- 
dtiiuoii the subjc 1 1 w..ie gi\en and argued 
on uitiiiii ich Ic oiniig Ihiswas agrave 
ai^^oiuTii, .lijd (xod hnbid that any mai\ 
should be piecludict iicm discussing such 
X subject. Tiic question then was, if 
thireweie not in iliit papei oRunsive 
p«iagraphs? He agreed that there were; 
but, ^leii, did they amount to a libel f 
[ k soit of liugh iiom 'the ministerial 
bench ] He dated to say that gentlemen 
much bcttei aecjuaintcd with the natuie 
oi a libel than hr could pietend to be, 
would be pirpxrcd to inswor thl^ ques¬ 
tion, and lie should be obliged lo some of 
thf m to fa^oui the Huube with an opinion 
yn this subject. The paper said that the 
right assu ned to themseliTes by the House 
Was pontiary to Magna Charta ; and gen¬ 
tlemen objected that many parts of it 
«wci cscone ei\ cd in strong language. Why 
should theie not be strong language in 
arguing a question of great consequence^ 
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involving at the same time the rights of the 
public and the constitution of the country? 
Was the House called on to interfere, atid 
to measure out the nature and quality of 
Uie language to be used in every huch dis¬ 
cussion ? Surely it was not on such ni.ee 
matters as these that IIk* House should be 
called on to judge He hoped the House 
would not suppose that he meant to enter 
into a defence oi'tliis paper. lie only meant 
to state his doubts, whether that House 
ought to take up this paper as a libel on 
whicli they nere to judge. It rarcly/cll 
to his lot to sit in a jiulicial character; 
but so far a.s lie could judge on this matter, 
lie was not prepuiod to vote in s:ip]iort of 
tliesellcsoluiions. There were, as heliad al¬ 
ready said, oileiisi VC paragraphs in the pi¬ 
per; but he covdvl tiot view lln-ui inihcmib- 
chievous iigh.^ iu v. hicli some gentlemen 
had been induce-1 tf» conceive, them. The 
paragraph in winch ific Ilou'-e was stated 
to‘'assume the sword <»f prtrogative, and 
lord it equally ovti tin* kiii'g mul ihe^peV)- 
ple,” had been pMiicuIarly dw’elt on, as 
containing matler hie It U’ »)hjectionable, 
lie could hardly view it in this light. 
The hon. baronet luiglti pcrha[)S take 
oOence at Ins qb-trvatmn, hut he could 
not help conceiting tlte paragraidi alto¬ 
gether nonseii.>e. As* to miscliief, lie 
could not conceive how \t could ari.se., 
it was iinpo.s.sil)le that idea of tJtal 
House lording ii o>ei the King, could pro¬ 
duce any^ injurious ellect. Could any 
person, not an ideot, or uL to bo sent to 
a mad-house, be deceived by such an 
idea? Where had that House ever en¬ 
croached on the royd prerogative? 
There were other passages objeclod to, 
such as an allusion to the “ madner in 
which that House w’as cc/nstituted,” and 
that they were “ collected together by 
means which it Lsnoi nece.ssary fur me to 
describe.” He would ask the gentlemen 
oppu.'tile us learned lawyers to .say, if the 
hull, baronet were to be indicteil fortho.se 
objectionable paragraphs, how the charge 
would be laid ? Where w:ts the imiendo ? 
He recollected a case of thi.s kind, wdierc 
an hon. gent, on the opposite siile was 
oil the side of the prosecution, and he 
(sir S. Roiniily) for the defendant, 
and there, because there . was no^ 
inuendo, the vase was disniissVd.— 
But there was another matter to which 
he wished particularly to call the atten¬ 
tion of the Jiouse. They vyere callQ,don, 
to vote this papiT a libel, in a very singu- 
lar situation. For if this was the law of 


the House of Commons, a man could be 
punished by this House when he had not 
been heard in his defence. Thisdoctrine 
was not the law in any court in the king¬ 
dom. In any of our courts, when a man 
was indicted, after the mischievous ten¬ 
dency of the libel was pointed out he had 
an opportunity of shewing,/that such was 
not llic meaning of it; he was allowed to 
.••hew what its meaning actually was ; and 
that, though it might udiult of the mean¬ 
ing given it on the part of the piosecuuon, 
still that was not the meaning J^e intended 
it sliould receive. Here the person ac¬ 
cused had no such •opportunity. The 
paper was read, and then he was ordered 
to withdraw without being heard.—He did 
not mean to say that this was not the law 
of parliament. He was not so much ac¬ 
quainted with l^'.oractice, as with that of 
the courts in which was accustomed to 
practise. He did not evCi' mean to say 
that this was not the proper course ; but, 
if (hc) wore to pursue this mode, when 
Ihcy themselves were *the party, they 
sIiouid*at least, act deliberately ; and if 
the}' could not call the hon. baronet be> 
fore them, to hear hin explanation of the 
olijeclionaMc passagc.s, they should take 
caie at least, that all justice wasdonc him. 
It was admitted yesterday, that tiineshould 
be given .for deliberation. Now, they 
were consider what had been done sinee, 
and what lime had interve-neJ, which 
could enable the House to have made 
themselves more complete masters of the 
.subject? \\^)ul(l gentlemen venture tosay, 
thcii those pa.ssages winch hud been ob¬ 
jected to, might not admit of a very dif« 
i'ereiit intcrprelalion after the House had 
had sallicieiit time to consider them ? 
He had already proved, in tiio person of 
the learned gentleman under the gallery, 
(Mr. Owen) that there were gentlemen 
ready to decide on the paper in question, 
a.s being a libel, wh>le at the same time, 
they were under a complete misapprehen¬ 
sion of tHe meaning of the passages on 
wliich their opitiiun was founded. This, 
ho ••iibmittcd^ was a sufficient grtymd on 
which to j)ustpone the discussion* of the 
question. It w'HS impossible to 'say that 
a fair opportunity had already been af¬ 
forded for considering the papea in ques¬ 
tion. It would be useless in him to point 
out the ill consequences of precipita- 
Mon in such a case as this; and not¬ 
withstanding the courage of some 6f the 
gentlemen who^had spoken, on the other 
side} he hoped the House would take some. 
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little time to deliberate before they came 
to a decision on a question of such import¬ 
ance. 

The ChanceUoT of the Exchequer could 
not conceive how any one possessed of the 
sense and information of his hun. and 
learned friend could doubt that the [>apcr 
in question wA distinctly a libel. Al¬ 
though he might not have selected the 
passage quoted by his hon. friend under 
tiie gallery as the strongest in that produc¬ 
tion, still that passage was unquestionably 
a libel on tife House of Commons; for 
the inference from the assertion that Mr. 
Yorke, in arguingfrolh the Bill of Rights, 
had convnlcd it into a Bill of.Wrongs, 
by which argument the House had been* 
induced to act, was that the House had 
done wrong, and violated the privileges 
of the people. All nho had spoken 
seemed to agree that this was a highly 
important question. Some indeed might 
think that the inquiry into the application 
which his Majesty's ministers had made of 
the forces of the Country at Walclicren 
was of still giCitter importance ; but al- 
tliongh he was uilling to admit that this 
(jnquiry was of great importance, he did 
not believe that the House would feel it 
to be of such importance as the investiga¬ 
tion of a charge agaiii'.I them, that they 
had been guilty ot a gross violation of,thc 
law of the land. 

Various gentlemen had called on him, 
some in a friendly, and sonic in a hostile 
tone, not to expose himself to the impu¬ 
tation of interposing the present discus¬ 
sion to divert the public attention, fiom 
the Walchoren inquiry.. For the purpose 
of declamation, or of casting odium on 
niiiiislcrs, such an insinuation might be 
very convenient; but it was impossible 
that any one could reasonably believe 
that the intervention of a day before the 
decision of the inquiry was a matter of 
personal importance to the members o( 
his Majesty's government.. An hom gent, 
had said that he (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) calculated upon some suc4t 
circumstaucG in the chapter of accidents 
as that whigh happened to the condemned 
soldier in the retreat; and that with a 
halter about his ntek he losked around 
for some sdfch fortunate event as the pre¬ 
sent discussion to avert his impending^ 
fate. 

In thig assertion he could not suppose 
that the hon. gent, was serious^ Phr his 
part, he was as anxious for the result of 
Uio inquiry into the Expedition to the* 


Scheldt as any man. Anticipalnjg that 
result as he did with the mo&t perfect con¬ 
fidence, he looked to it as the means of 
doing away those false impresMons which 
had prevailed with respect to a measure, 
the wisdom and policy of which he was 
persuaded would appear iftoic evidently 
the more the measure itself was examined. 
Ilis Iron, and learned friend had very just¬ 
ly said in considering a libel, a distinction 
ought to be made between the matter and 
the n)anner. Now, both the matter and 
the fiianner of the papet«in question were 
as hbcllou^^it was possible to imagine. 
Ilb allied that any individual w'as per¬ 
fectly at liberty to canvas any act of au¬ 
thority ; but he had no right to decry the 
I decision of the House of Commons, and to 
appeal from that decision to his consti¬ 
tuents. The maryier ofj.he dhcumciit was 
niAst olicnsive, and mdth respect to the 
matter, it was neither more nor less than 
a cyll by the Jioa. Iiaronet on the people 
to 1 -f‘sitt tho authority of pailiaincnt. If 
lie C(>nld prove the ^»ro|iosition by a mere 
rcferonceto the i.etter cflhc hoa* baronet 
(without saying any tiling of the Argu¬ 
ment by which it was followed), he should 
shew a case of libel, whicll it would be¬ 
come the House not to pass unpunished. 
The Letter of the hon. baronet began as 
follows: * 

Gentlemen; The flo-jwe of Commons 
having passed a vote, which amounts to a 
declaration, that an order of theirs* is to be 
of more weight than Magna Chaila and the 
laws of the land, I think it my duty to lay 
my sentiments thereon before my consti¬ 
tuents, whose character as freemen, and 
even wluise personal safety depend in a 
great degree upon the decision of this 
question, a question of no less impoitance 
than this, whether our hbertv be still se¬ 
cured by the laws of our forefathers, or be 
to lay at the absolute mercy of a part of 
our felitW subjects, collected together by 
means whicli it is not necessary fer me to 
describe ?" * . 

After a few sentences the Letter pro¬ 
ceeded thus 

^ " It is therefore now the time to resist 
the doctrine.upon which Mr. Jones hat 
been'sent to Newgate, as it is high time to 
secure «11 pretensions to those liberties 
whjch were acquired by our forefathers 
after so many struggles and so many sacri¬ 
fices," 

^Fhe 'stafenifnl of the hon. baronet# 
therefore, began by an allegation that tjie 
House of Commons had,set up att order of ' 
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their own against Magna Chaita and the 
laws of the land; that personal safety was 
thereby endangered^ and that now was the 
time to resist the doctrines upon w'hicii 
they had sent Mr. Jones lo Nch gate. But, 
pernapSj it might be contended, fhafhy 
resistance was meant rfli-tance by ar ^u- 
meiit. What said tfie suceociliog |>;ua- 
graphs ?—Either the House ofTominons 
is autho(K(<l to di^^ptnise with the Luv oi 

the land or it was nor.** 

A passage in uliK ii it was in¬ 

ferred, that in tl»^ inst.MKO couiphii'.ed of 
the laws of the land Imi hcSi^^o ii'.etl 
with, ' 

'' If the constitution be of so dilieate a 
texture—so weak a fiainc—s<i fiagilc,in 
substance, tint it is lo bo only spol.cn of 
in terms of admiiatlon, :’nd to lio \ ."w.d 
merely as a^piecu of cut’uHih but unprofU- 
able workmanship jSflMapnx Ciiaila :‘bd 
all the W'boIesGmo laws oj Engb.nvl be a 
dead letter, in that case t»’ic atb.'nr.tlvi* of 
the propc'.ition may be cdinloed |,*i‘ if 
the constitution livcs^and applic.d'L* i > 
its cuds; namely, the happiness of iIk 
community, the pci feet security of the life, 
liberty, and pioperty o \’eiu !i member, and 
all the members of tlie society; tlien the 
affirmative of the proposii.on can never he 
admitted; then mubtwc*he fiecnicn, fur 
we need no hotter security; no iiirtro 
powerful proUvtion for oui rirjbts and 
, liberties^ than the iaw> and con-iitution. 
Wc seek for, and wenecds.'fk 1/n lyt’.iu'; 
new; we ask for no ,non' li.in uh.t oni 
forefathers insisted a| on . ^ ihoir own: \\v 
ask for no more than wlia^ duy alli¬ 
ed unions; wc ask for no mon ih.oM.i.ji 
they in the tcstnnitnit wbicli joh.' of dnin 
had sealed, and ivkidi the tr ^ Oi'tlia.i 
were ready to seal, wiili thei' bk/oJ, 
prcssly declared to lie the biitln j yd of the 
people of England; namely, tiiedawsof 
England. To these laws we l»ave a liglit 
to look with confidence for sn rrlry ; to 
these laws the individual now imprtsonad 
has through me applied for re ircss, in 
vain. Those who have iin[>rlw>ned iiini 
have refused to listen lo iny voice, weaUi/ 
expressing the strong prim ipics of tha 
law, the undeniable cldims o.^ tii.s Enirlish- 
man’s ‘ biithnght.' Your voic«’ may'come 
with more fosce ; may conimand grefuer 
tespect; and 1 am not without hope that 
it may prove irresistible, if it pro6hitn to 
this House of rommons in tlie same tone 
9M the tongues of our ancestors proclaimed 

the Kings <if old —‘ No/unm kgrs Augha 
•mmutrif or in ovr own more clear^ and 
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not less forcible language, ' The laws of 
England shall not be changed,” 

far as he had gone, was this the pro¬ 
per mode of treating such a subject ? But 
what followed ? 

** The principles, fellow citizens, for 
which ve aie now contending, are the 
'’\Rie piinciples for whicif the people of 
Ivucland have contended from the earliest 
ages, and their glorious success in which 
contests aic now upon record in the Great 
Charters of oor lights and liberties and 
in (livers other «ubscr|uent* sialutcs of 
scarcely less imporlant'e. It was this 
same i^reat principle wliich wa.^ n^^ain al- 
ta' ked by Charles 1. in the measure of Ship- 
morc y, when again the people nf Eng¬ 
land, and an iincorrupted I louse ol’ Com- 
rao»is lenewed the contest; a contest 
win* h ended in the impiiMnimcnt, the 
tiial, tlio coiuleninat.cT and the execu¬ 
tion of tint ill-advised King, 'fhe solf- 
M' u' piinciplc It was tint was so daiing’y 
vi.Jat il b' his son, James II.” 

And a‘MHi, towMidI the conclusion of 
the same pai i^raph, 

'*\ohiiiU‘* liave been wiittcn by fo¬ 
reign- .s,i a^ well as by our own country-# 
nit n, in ]»iai e of that part of onr law, 
wliicli in *0 atiniirable a manner pro\idc'; 
for our p •I'.onal safety against any attacks 
of ^jjen In power. This has indeed been 
Ml all die piiile of our country ; and 
It is lb nance of tins principle 

whi*b<inbb 1 ns lo vs( ape that bomlacre 
10 wd'.i'b aii -Mies and Kingdoms in 
r. noj ’ \v(»j entliicdic 1, by abambmiiig 
ii.d \ c»(l Fi (i* up; . cl we may be as- 
,r !>, iK t if \ o n/vv abandon it, the 
bi lit (b'v off. md's gloiy will set in 
thr nij'Iii ol ' di-4iace.^’ ^ 

?11 uiy il,(c j be more di-tiiirtth in the 
1)1 -fio of A tance lure retoinmended by 
th. bon. bnooei to the decision of the 
HoU'C ot Coniuioiis ? Was it not evident 
,(h:U be i.'ished tile people of Kngltmd to 
le the same manner as they did in 
the instances,which he had quoted ? But 
tn set this matter in a clearer light, the 
b,on. baioifet proceeded 

* But 1 would fain believe fhat such rs 
not to be our fate, our forefathers made 
stern grilll-^^saged Pfieiogative hide bis 
iyad; they bioke in pieces his sharp and 
*uiassy sword; ami shall we, their sons, be 
atraid to enter the lists with undefined Pri- 
vi I Pile assumi ng the powers of Prerogative.** 

Was iU ^)ossible, after hearing these 
jja^&ages, that any one could refuse assent 
to the proposition, that the hon. baronet 




PASL. March 39, 



had called on his constituents to resist the 
doctrine by which Mr. Jones had^ been 
committed by the Hou'^c of Commons, as 
the only mode by which they coufd pre¬ 
serve their liberties; that ho shcv. ed them 
how their forefathrr** bad fought for those 
liberties, and that he tiieo asked them if 
they were not^afraid to eruer the lists in 
a similar contest? In a snccceding para- 
graph the hon. Imronei os.'^oivcd, 

" That a power S' eh as this should 
exist in any country ii is iaiiK-nltibie to be 
'obl'god to bfelieve; but tliat it |houId be 
subered to exist, and that its existence 
should- lie openly and even boastfully 
avowed in a country whose chief glory 
has been its free constitution of govern, 
ment, is something too monstrous to be 
believed if the proof were not before your 
eyes.” 

The hon. baronet concluded by telling 
his constituents. 

The argument by which I hare en¬ 
deavoured to convince the gentlemen of 
the House of ComThons that their acts in 
the case of Mr. Jones were illegal, f shall 
now lay before you in a moire full and 
4 connected way that it could possibly be 
done by the parliamentary reporters, and 
in doing this I shall do all that now re¬ 
mains in my power towards the correc¬ 
tion of this, as 1 deem it, most euor^ious 
abuse of power, and most dangerous of all 
encroachments upon the rights and liber¬ 
ties of Englishmen.” 

He 4 iut it to the House, whether any 
thing could have been written to English¬ 
men more calculated to excite their resist¬ 
ance to the authority of parliament, and to 
bring the character of that House into 
disrespect and contumely ? Could any 
thing have been written that bore more 
completely the character of a libel on the 
rights and privileges of the House of Com¬ 
mons? Could his hon. and learned friend, 
after his attention had* been thus directed 
to those passages, have any jdoubti^on the 
subject. ? If he had, he (the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer) was persuaded that an 
adjournrn^nt of the discussiondbr a week, 
or tor any Ipnger period, Would not remoVe 
them. With respect to the objectionable 
passages in the Aramnent, they had so fre¬ 
quently hefn ^iio^d in the course of the 
debate, that he j.rould not enter into them 
minutely. I'he House were in possession 
of passages in which the bon. baronet dis¬ 
tinctly stated Uiat the proceedingssof the 
House of Coiinlhons wer^ systematically 
against the laws^ and in complete subvert 
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sion of the constitution of the coQi|trjr. 
Some of the bon. gentlemen who jb&d' 
spoken bad no doubt the paper was 
libel, but wished to know something about 
the law; others did not dispute the law, ' 
but wished lo know son?ething about the 
libel. He was anxious to suiisfy both 
parties. As to the fact, he trusted, that 
wh It he had already stated was suiheient; 
and with respect to the libel, if a public 
reflection on the proceedings of thatHouso 
was not a libel, he did not know what 
wasf* Let the House ccauirler the follow¬ 
ing pa'isage iwthc Argument: 

• « House of Commons) bav^ 

become the proprietors,by burgagetenure,- 
of the whole veprosentation; and in that 
capacity are inflated widi their high-flown ■ 
fanciful ideas of Majesty, and tricked but 
in the trappings of royahy 5 think privi-* 
lege and protection beneath their dignity, 
assume the sword of prerogative, and lord' 
it equally over the King and the people.” 

fli% hon, and learned friend declared 
that he did not understand this, and there¬ 
fore that it could dot be libellous. This ' 
much however was perfectly intelligible, 
that it declared the House of Commons 
had assumed a power which by the con¬ 
stitution it was not allowed to possess. 

The main business of the Argument was 
to prove that the House liad not a right fer 
commit a stranger for a l^rcach of privi¬ 
lege ; for the hon. baronet admitted th^t 
they had a right to commit a immiber-for' 
such offence. Now, this was a case of 
doubt, ^on which the hon. baronet had a 
right to argue as fully as he chose in the 
House; but it behoved him to take care 
in what spoke or wrote on thft 

subject out of the Hoy^e. It did not follow • 
that that which it w'as lawful to say in the ' 
House, before a decision it was lawful to ' 
say out of the House, after a decision; 
and still less latvful was it to, recommend 
a resistance to that decision* Supposing 
that he considered tlie conduct of tho 
House in the c£fse, of'Mr. Gale Jones a9 
illegal, the hon. baronet had certainly- 
right to endeavour to induce the House to 
rescind their proceedings; but when ba 
failed in that attempt, he had no right |o 
calhupon tfie people lo resist their^ au¬ 
thority^ 

He would now address *himse1f to. re¬ 
move iUny doubts with respect to the law 
•ofthecdse. The right :of the House io 
cemink strangers could be traced as far 
back as the reign of queen‘Elizabetbiin 
which Mr. Hailed Mr. Trower wcrffMi i 
U • ■ ' ' . 
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committed (on. fartker consideration! the 
Chancellor of the i^clieqiier observed, 
that Mr. Hall was a meinber not a stran¬ 
ger). Selden had decidedly asserted that 
priviL^ge* The reign of Charles I. com¬ 
prised an accuihulated mass of authorities 
to that purpose. In one particular in¬ 
stance! the Kentish^ Petition, a Committee 
molved, that to deny the right of the 
House of Commons to commit strangers 
was a gross violation of their rights and 
privileges. Between the years 1701 and 
1774, there were, no less than thirty* in¬ 
stances of such commitments. In thel 
coses of Oliver and Crosby, «'purt of 
Common Pleas and the court of Exche¬ 
quer both decreed that the House of Com- 
nions ^ad a right to commit a stranglir 
for a breach of privilege. There was 
also the autliority of the court of King’s 
^nch fur the exi^ 'ijce V>f an analogous 
mivilege of the House of Lords. Lord 
Kenyon observed, on a motion of Habeas 
Corpus, to bring up the* bo^y Mr. 
Flower, who had been committed by the 
House of Lords, that if ever a time 
should come when factious men would at¬ 
tempt to overthrow the government, they 
would begin by calumniating the courts 
of justice and both Hoi^ses of Parliament.” 
—-1 solemnly call on the House, added the 
right hoii. gent., to consider whether that 
time has not arrived.—Where would be 
the impartiality of the House, if after 
coromittirg Mr. Jones for a breach of pri¬ 
vilege, they should treat a member who, 
with a better knowledge of those^ privi¬ 
leges, had violated them, with more in¬ 
dulgence ? If they adjourned that on 
which it was impossible to have any 
.doubt, he did not,conceive that they 
would support their dignity *or evince 
their impartiality and justice. The House 
was called upon to decide by an imperi- 
QUS duty. If they hesitated to pronounce 
that against fhe hon. baronet which they 
bad not hesitaUd tojpronounce against a 
less distinguished ouender, they would 
sunk low indeed in the public estiina^on. 
Let the offences of the two individuals be 
compared. Grossly libellous as the pro¬ 
ceeding of Mr. Gale Jones had been, it 
was trifting and contemptible, compared 
with that of the hon. baronet. ^Ir the 
House, from ah apprehension of doing 
that which the hon. baronet might, pci*- 
baps wifb, and in which he might per- 
ho^ triumph, were to abstain from.doing 
duty, they would indeed afibrd him 
triumph, and would indeed de¬ 


serve to be triumphed over and trodden 
upon. In asserting their own rights, they 
were assertii^ the rights of the people of 
England. Ine ot)ly way to maintain 
their dignity, was to do their duty-—to do 
it temperately—but to do it firmly ahd 
impartially. It appeared to him that the 
House could not hesitate in concurring 
in the motion of his hon. friend, and he 
was persuaded that they would not hesi¬ 
tate in doing so. 

Lord Fofkeslane contended, that the 
precedents referred to W thi; right hon. 
(he Chancellor of the ^chequer, were 
either misunderstood or misrepresented 
by him. Indeed the course he recom- 
ipended that night for the adoption of the 
House was both extraordinary and incon¬ 
sistent. In an affectation of candour, he 
appealed to tiic grave, the serious, the 
solemn deliberation of that House. But 
how did his practice squau with his pro¬ 
fessions ? By endeavouring to obtain 
this sober and solemn determination in the 
most premature and ptecipitate manner. 
An hOn. and learned gentleman (sir B. 
Romilly) entitled to every deference for 
his unlimited legal and deep constitutional 
knowledgb, had declared that night, that 
he entertained many doubts upon the 
nature and tendency of the publication 
then under discussion. When such a 
character doubted, were the majority of 
that House prepared to assert that theii 
minds were satisfied, tiiat their conviction 
was decided? The light hon. geitt. had 
gone but shortly into the subject, but 
even in the short excursion that he took, 
he proceeded every step under the most 
mistaken views. It was contended by 
him, that because the House had'comniit- 
ted Mr. Gale Jones, tlieie could there¬ 
fore be no doubt of the right of the House 
of Commons, and there being no doubt 
of the right, that therefore the publication 
of sir Francis Burdelt was a gross viola- 
tfon of l^s privileges. What said the right 
hon. genl.^s learned friend near him (Mr. 
Crpker)? lie* told the House that the 
case of Jones bad nothipg to do 
with the present question, and^should not 
be admitted into the contempla'tion which 
the House w/is bound to give that parti¬ 
cular question. But he (lold Folkestone) 
begged to say, that the question at present 
bmore them not only compreheeded the 
propriety or impropriety of sir J^rancis 
fiurdetl^ conduct, but the truth or 
falsehood df< hi^ doctrine. Upon those 
points Ac would aiki was ibe House con- 
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flcientioo^ly prepared to ssly» th4t th^ 
#erfe free rrom doubts ? Were their 
luinds so fully coiiYkiced by the argtt< 
fiients and precedents of the right hoft. 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer ? As to 
his precedents, he could easily point oat 
their total misapplication to the inference 
ivhich he wished to deduce. Indeed the 
rij^ht hon. ^ent. was so wholly ignorant 
of the precise facts of the case he stated 
with respect to Hall, that at first he con¬ 
tended that Hall was not a member of 
parliamenlj^and in a few sentences after¬ 
wards he contended that he was. 

There were other cases referred to 
by that right hon. gent, which were 
rather, extraordinary, drawn astheywere 
from periods of oUr history, which he 
trusted even that right hon. gent, would 
not premose for imitation. There was the 
case of the Kentish gentlemen, who, for 
the language of their petition, were sent 
to prison by the order of tbgt House, 
Was there a man to be found in the pre¬ 
sent times who wbuld recommend ^such a 
punishment for the expressions introduced 
into that petition—or rather, was it not 
such, as in these times, would.be moie a 
subject to be approved, than reprobated ? 
It was however resolved that the petition 
be referred to a Committee of that House 
to nuke their report on. 'Upo^ the 
adoption of such a resolution, lord Hart- 
tington moved that the rights and privi¬ 
leges of the people should be considered by 
the Committee, as well as the privileges 
of that House. It was to be recollected 
that the period when those event? occur¬ 
red, was one of great political heat and 
much public agitation. The consequence 
wps, that in the Committee to whose 
consideration the petition was referred, 
great divisions and jarring sentiments pre¬ 
vailed. Such a state of things, therefore, 
led to a report fropi that Committee, 
which could now be only considered a 
mere compromise between the cpnfiicting 
parties. But the history of the transaction 
proved, that ai the time when lord Han- 
ington moved that point, tifb legality of 
the, poweiwof that House to imprison for a, 
bteicb of its privileges was considered in 
an extensi^ejUg^e doubtfuf. Numerous 
able and welTwritten tracts were publish¬ 
ed in suppoft of the doctrine which pixi- 
nounceil sUcfi a power illegal, and had 
even in that period considerable efihet in ^ 
corroboratinflp the assumption* {hat the 
exercise of that right was'considered 1^ 
many an usarpatioa<<«>Sut thb ri^ht hQ& 


]^nt. hot satisfied with h» ptecedoilft from 
a more remote period of our histofy, had 
thought propitr to allude on thejprdrfwit 
occasion to that assertion of lord Kvnyon^ 
namely, that when factious men wishOd 
tor subvert the government, their first ef¬ 
fort was to calaraniate the courts of jus¬ 
tice, arid to entrench* upon the privileges 
of parliament. Really (said the nobl^ 
lord) above all fiieti 1 did not expect to 
hear such an allusion, much less such an 
application of it, from the right hon. gent. 

or can he be4ievc, that because 
he conccnjpifthis House to hare the power 
df r^iedfning the communication of (be 
popular opinion, upon the conduct purStt- 
^within its walls, that he therefore call 
deprive the people of these kingdoms of 
the faculty dt thinking or of recollectingf 
Does he believe, whea he dites the viola- 
tton of our privileges; as a proof of disaf^ 
fectioii and of treason, that the people of 
England have forgotten the transactions of 
the ttvo last sessions of parliament ? Can 
they forget the spectacle exhibited to their 
view, of two cabinet ministers, charged, 
and 1 will say morally convicted, of a 
gross and heinous attack upon the privi¬ 
leges of this House—-privileges for which, 
forsooth, one of them now affects to feel 
such sincere solicitude? Can the people of 
England forget that though such violations 
were not denied, still that the conduct of 
the accused was not only not censured, ' 
but almost not questioned bjr* a Britisa 
House of Commons ? When then the 
countT.y recollects such events, and when 
this House cannot forget them, what at¬ 
tention can be paid to such application 
elativcio its privileges, proceeding from 
that very man who was a few short months*' 
past arraigned before that veiy House as 
culprit for the violation of them, and^ 
who, though rescued fi:om punishment, 
has still no claim to acquittq)^ It is idle 
to say*that the people of this country have 
no very anxious feelings upon the preseilt 
ubyect. I for one never can wish that 
their voice should be stifled. And thevi- 
bre it is that 1 appeal to this House for 
hat postponement of jts decision, wfiiidl * 
will allow the fj^lJest inveati^tion of t&b 
most important question, and which muft 
Intimately Settle the legality or illegality " 
qf* this power. There remains one ohser** 
atidn of the right hon. gent, upon which 
I wish to remark. He has in iin geriiei^ 
toiiddmnation bf the paper, published w 
my bon. friend, laid nw, mconsideljvul 
itreis upon ibit somt^ee, ^hich 
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aiBum^a tend^ to inviie tbe people to a 
reeistanee of the decision of the House of 
' Coqimons. He cannot have read the 
p^per fully when he ventures to draw such 
an ipfcrence. Had he taken the context 
into hla contemplation ; had he reverted 
to preceding passages, he would have 
jTound that tbe ternifc^istancc was coupled 
with the werd legal. It was conveyed in 
such a manner as niusU convince every 
impartial mind that such tvas the fair and 
candid iutej pi ctation of the passage. If 
therefore such a c^fference of opintorV- as 
to the nature and to the intcraietation of 
thepabiicutiondoes exist, it is^«lt)| many 
' others, a veiy strong reason with to 
vote fur the adjournment. 

Mr. Adtun said, he had no intention hf 
entering into the ineriu of the question, 
but would confine himself strictly to that 
of adjournment. sa4d he had never 

hitherto been present at, or taken any 
ehaie in the commitment of Mr. Gale 
Jones, which had given liU to^tlie ^u^s- 
^ton under consideration; and that he 
could not approve of the discretion which 
dictated it. lie should add, however, 
that there was not an individual in the 


could be obtained from tbe precipitancy 
with which they were called upon to act 
that night ? The llouse must be aware, 
that the accusation brought against tl^ 
bon. baronet, was not one recently agi** 
tated. It was now 20 yO^ra since a mem* 
her had been called upon to answer in that 
House for misconduct, by^publishmg a 
libel on the House or any of its members, 
and thereby committing a breach of its 
pnvile|;es. This was the case of major 
Scott in the -year 1790. What course 
lid the House of Commons pursue upon 
that occasion } Bid it hurry and almost 
compel members to the declaration of an 
opinion, without being able fully to inves¬ 
tigate the merits of the case ? The House 
made no such improper exaction. It al¬ 
lowed an adjournment for a week, to ena¬ 
ble its membeib fully to understand that 
upon which they wer^ called to decide. 
Though a professional man much piactised 
in professional habits, he (Mr. Adam) 
was ready to confess, that upon the Resolu¬ 
tions now submitted ur'them, he had not 
the opportunity of stating his grounds and 
reasons for the judgment which he should 
think himself bound to deliver, on this 


House, more sincerely anxious to uphold 
its constitutional and recognised privileges 
than he was. Actuated by a desire to 
support them, he theq^enturevl to trespass 
upon its attention, ’"when, therefore, a 
question was'biought before it, complain¬ 
ing of a violation of tiiese rights he must 
usteem it as most consonant with the cha¬ 
racter of that House, lo have, upon such 
an occasion, its proceedings regulated by 
the principles observed m all pi ces were 
iustice was administered. W^th such 
.Teelings, he wished impress upon the 
House, that in all judicial proceedings it 
f was a main ingredient, not only that the 
j[i!ourt should deliver its judgment, but 
in suc^ delivery, itsliou'd state sa¬ 
tisfactory r^<ioii8 for such judgment. It 
was that principle which made him 
feel it a duty to iequest»the House, not 
only to declaie its decision upon tbe pub¬ 
lication of the bon. baronet, but that it 
should also impress upon the people of 
tbe country the propriety of that decision- 
In order, therefore, te produce suchjm- 

* • , . . * a a 


pounds in ^{j;ard to the country, lo die- 
'^lAare that decision in the most satisfactory 
lOtellitible manner,*and, thturefon, 
irt^ all ,duh deliberation. How then 
b? e^pwted th|t fu 9 l^ an #ect 


great question of privilege. In the case 
of major Scott, to which he alluded, the 
single act of publication constituted the 
criminality; yet time was allowed for 
(pll tfnd mature consideration. How much 
moie forcible was the claim for postpone¬ 
ment now, wlien the publication com¬ 
plained of, contained long, piolix* and 
disputed arguments, lonneited with re¬ 
ferences extracted from the common law 
of the land ! Tlie case of alderman Oliver, 
in 1771, also received thi* most compre¬ 
hensive discussion, when brought before 
that House. The light hon. the Chanc'el- 
lor of the Exchequer, with professional 
habits, and surrounded as he was by so 
many others qualified to arrange for 
him the necessary Iniorination, might be 
pVeparqd to (o a decision. But far dif¬ 
ferent wda his case; he had nobody to fqr- 
ni^ him with Materials, he must himself 
investigate fhe sources that may entigh- 
teil him ; and it was impossible that he 
could apply himself to that mil investi¬ 
gation which such a grave and setious 
charge warranted. he'^rtUit? however, 
even after tbe lafb hour tbaUimoriung, en¬ 
deavoured to acquire some necessary 
knowledge on the subject. He,had re¬ 
ferred <10 t|ic precedent of alderman Cros¬ 
by, a 9 in Sbme ,degree enalogous. But 
thp T^iouft argumenu and refeiTs 


V! 
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fences of <the present publication xrere 
taken into view, he defied the most inform¬ 
ed lavryer to encounteri on a sudden, the 
discussion with real advantage to the case 
of privilege, which was now so boldly 
questioned by sir Francis Burdett. To do 
this with satisfaction, due time must be 
given to collate, compare, and refute the 
m.itter asserted. It ^vas that course alone 
that would be satisfactory. That alone 
would enable the IIou**e to give a judg¬ 
ment, which would not only overturn 
the doctrine of the lion, baronet; and 
would establish by clear, cool considera¬ 
tion, the libellous nature of his work ; but 
would be such, as the public would ap* 
prove, by the deliberation with w'hich 
it would be given. For what was he 
anxious ? Only that, as the bon. baronet 
had quoted lord Coke to support his in¬ 
terpretation, so he (Mr. Adam) might 
have the opportunity of also citing lord 
Coke to support his view of the privileges 
of parliament; that as tlie hon. baronet 
had brought forward the case of Ashby 
and White, to corroborate his infeAnces, 
he (Mr. Adam) might be able to commu¬ 
nicate his interpretation upon it^ and in 
doing so, that he might show, that sir 
Francis Burdett had quoted lord Coke’s 
works, in which he was treating of civil 
rights, and of the common law of the coun¬ 
try, and not of the law of Parliament.— 
lie was well aware that individual incon¬ 
venience was no ground for delaying the 
proceedings of the House; yet he could 
not help tliiiiking, that the defect under 
which he laboured, was felt by very many 
members of the House ; and if there was 
a general feeling of that sort, surely that 
was a reason for adjournment, because it 
was a proof, that though judgment might 
be given, it could not be given satisfacto¬ 
rily. As to himself, he was not prevented 
by indolence or want of interest in the 
question; but as he'had before said, it 
wat absolutely impossible .for him then 
to state his views of the question*in a man¬ 
ner either useful or credit*able; as, fM>m 
the moment it was first brought before 
the. Houses until the period when he rose,^ 
he Was engaged by either public or pro-* 
fesnonal dutiefu^* Until three o’clock that 
picrning. m Ine house of Commons, and 
after the ordinary refreRiment which fu¬ 
ture required, being kept, if he might 
use the, phrase, in harness all day, it was 
«ot too muc^jto ask of thos^whdbe situa- 
^Hon afibrded*tlfem the meam of being as- 
i^ted 'WUh^a variety of opinions; to ftllifw 


others not so provided, at leaala aboStthno 
for ulterior t^nsideratiun. If ihla 
quest was denied him, be would be 
reduced to the dilemma, in cdmmoit 
with many members of the House, either 
that he must surrender the privileges of 
that House, or agree in the' condemnation 
of an individual, without'being able to 
state, in a satisfactory manner, his convic¬ 
tion of his guilt. / He hoped, therefore, 
that the motion of adjournment would be 
acceded to. 

Tfie Attom^^Genertfi had many rea¬ 
sons for thinj^g that the discussion ought 
not toJ^i^fSstpoiied. He retracted the 
proc^dtngs on the subject, and contended 
that if an adjournment took place, rt 
might perhaps be attributed to the inifu- 
ence of motives, to the imputation of 
which the House ought never to expose' 
themselves. H9 cndld not understand 
the grounds on which the hon. and learn¬ 
ed member whp had just spoken wished 
for adjournment. The question had 
been treated as if it were a new point/ 
and as if the House* in many former in** 
stances, and recently in the case of Mr. 
Gale Jones, had not determined it; for 
let It be recollected, that the argument of 
the hon. baronet wps against the power of 
the House to qpmniit strangers, he admit¬ 
ting that they had^e power to commit 
members for brea^es o(j>j^lege. llie 
House, therefore, would not have coin* 
mitted Mr. Gale Jones, had they not been 
fully satisfied of their power to do so. If 
his hon, and learned friend was not so sa¬ 
tisfied, why had he not attended the motion 
for the commitment of Mr- Jones ? And far¬ 
ther, wh^n the hon. baronet made a mo¬ 
tion for the discharge of Mr. Jones, why* 
had not his learned friend then attended 
if he entertained any doubts upon thesub-' 
jeet. lie had abundant opportunity to 
consult avfthorities, for the Jmn. baronet 
had given a week’s uoticq of his motion. 
The question however had been discussed 
in a very full Ho.use on this sole grouiid-4. 
not whether the House had arignttocoQ^ 
mit Mr. Jones in the first instance, bdt 
whether his having expressed his contil- 
tion at the |>ar mightentitle him-to be diW 
charged without* a petition. Tfie questk^ 
at pi^sent* before the {louse W8gw.4)9t 
whether the House was ve|^d with tl)o 
righk^if commitment, fortbkiwas i^lly ek* 
tablishedj but whether the paper or ^ 
fioq. •baronet was a Hbol or not ? If ainpr 
doubts could possibly existon thateubjvd^ 
he should be pdrfectl^ disposed to edhcl^ 
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in the adjournment of the ditcossion; but 
it appeared to him that it was only neces¬ 
sary to read the paper^ in order to be 
convinced that it was a libeli and a gross 
Tiolmtion of the privileges of the House. 

^ Mr. Baihurst observed, that }vhen the 
business was before the House on tue pre¬ 
ceding day. he wa« of opinion, from the 
nature of* the Paper under discussion, 
that it would be the preferable course that 
the consideration or the question shoutd 
be postponed to a future day. He was 
Still of the same opinion, in which he^was 
not guided by the same motives which 
bad influenced the opinions ^hufi. 
gentlemen. He did not think that dither 
with reference to tenderness to the ob^.»ct 
who was the subject of the discussion, or 
from any apprehension of the consequence 
of the resuU.uhould the House be induced 
to pause. On the ^aand^principle of giv¬ 
ing the Paper a full and candid perusal, 
so as that the House might,come to a jpst 
decision, and not throw discredit the 
debates, would he agree to the arljourn- 
ment. With respect'to the particular 
parts of the Paper, on which much differ¬ 
ence of opinion prevailed, some gentle¬ 
men pointing rout passages which they 
deemed libellous whibt others were of a 
different opinion, he thoi^ht it was not 
a fair line of argums||t to draw such in¬ 
ferences ^fror^iusnlated passages, because 
the Paper should be taken together. On 
the gthcr^hand it had been urged, that if 
the House did not consent tp delay, the 
people might be excited to discontent. 
Without entering into an examination of 
those topics, he thought it would be 
better on a question of a doubtful nature 
• not to precipitate the decision of the 
House. Between these difficulties be 
would wish to steer a prudent course, and 
though he would not go the length of the 
Amendmenfltyyet he was of opinion,that 
at least the disepssion should be postponed 
till to-morrow. 

Mr. Owen, in explanatiod, stated that he 
certainly did understand the passage to 
which he bad alluded as conveying a 
charge aranst the House of having impri- 
soned 1V&. Jones under the ^notion of 
tke Bill of Rights. * 

Mr. Brand tl^en proposed to mewe an 
amendmentIto his motion; but the SpeaS^r 
barring Intimated to the hon. member, 
thet he could not in point of form. 

Mr. Tiern^ an'amendment t& 

the fdHoWing effect; " That a great qnes- 
4ia»ltoiv^ dependii^ before the House. 


respecting the Expedition to the Scheldt, 
which so fully occupies and engages Ita 
attention, it is fit that the consideration of 
the motion now under discussion be ad¬ 
journed till to morrow se’nnight.’^ The 
right hon. gent, challenged the gentlemen 
opposite to deny that the Resolutions last 
night moved against sir Francis Burdett 
were of treasury manufacture; (hear, 
hear!) he would go farther and challenge 
the right hon. the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer. to deny if a meeting tiras not 
convened at his house, to insider, dis¬ 
cuss. and decide upon these Resolutions, 
which in the person of an independent 
county member were to be oficred to the 
consideration of that House. 

Mr. Lethbridge, the mover, rose to utter 
the monosyllable to the right 

hon. gent.’a assertion; and further, said the 
hon. gent.. 1 declare upon my honour, that 
the Resolutions which I hau the honour of 
moving are not of treasury manufacture. 

Mr. TUmejt observed, that there was 
an understanding upon\he subject, for the 
secoiiiler. as he was informed, was there. 

Mr. Blacbfard, the seconder, arose, and 
denied tl^ assertion, 

Mr. R. Dundas was not surprised the 
hon. gent, who brought forward tlie mo¬ 
tion of adjournment should have sai^l^at 
the question was one of great importance. 
Although he should object to the adjourn¬ 
ment. his objections were much stronger to 
the amendment now proposed. With re* 
spect to the paper under discussion, his 
objections to it were not so much to the * 
matter as to the manner in which the hon. 
baronet had chosen to discuss the subject. 
The simple question for the House to de¬ 
cide was. whether the hon. baronet had 
discussed it in such a mode, and in such 
terms, as were not an infringcmetit on the 
privileges of this House. As to the asser¬ 
tion, that the Resolutions before the Hous^ 
w^ere prepared at the treasury, he could 
dCclarecfpr himself that he knew nothing 
about them uqtil they were read in the 
House; nor did he believe the assertion; 
and he was*'stilt more warranted in his 
disbelief from the declaration ef the bon. 
member himself, by whom these Replu- 
tions were brought ^ 

Mr. Wilbeiforc^6ec\'dred, that no man « 
w^s more firmly convinced than himself, 
that the privileges of that House ought to 
be maintained; for he thought those privi¬ 
leges hif;hl3tesBential tothe.i}eneBtof tW 
peoplei But^ did not ffiink they were 
to M blowa away with a breath; that 
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tbey ^nM no| withstand an attack with- 
qut adopting sudden and precipitate means 
of defence. He therefore saw no danger 
in acceding to the proposftion of delay 
upon this occasion^ in order that the House 
should have the fullest opportunity for 
deliberation. This uas^ in fact, a case 
in which that^oppoitunity ought to be 
affordtd, because it was desirable that 
those who completely and substantially 
agreed a principle, should be able rightly 
to apply that principle, and satisfactorily 
to state theigrounds of that agreement. 
Such a statement was dge ttf the case, and 
was absolutely necessary in order to satisfy 
the minds of the people. The people 
ought to be satisfied that the privileges of 
that House were only enjoyed and exer¬ 
cised for their advantage. Upon such a 
question, the feelings of the people ought 
peculiarly to be consulted; for it was only 
in connection with the people, that the 
constitution of that House could be really 
strong. For this reason, it became the 
House to proceed With ibe utmost serious¬ 
ness, and gravity, and therefore hfi was 
determined to vote for the adjournment. 
To that vote indeed, he was the more de¬ 
termined, in coubequence of the declara¬ 
tion of several members high character, 
that they felt themselves unable, from the 
pressure of time, to make up their minds 
upon the subject. When a gentleman, 
for instance, so distinguished for legal 
knowledge as the learned gent, on the 
floor (Ml. Adam}, and from whom the 
House had heard to night such sound con¬ 
stitutional doctrine, expiessed his inability 
tQ determine upon the merits of the paper 
under discussion, not having had time to 
consider it, it was surely but proper to 
grshit him that time : but that grant was 
not only proper with regard to him, but 
to others in similar circumstances, who 
concurred in opinion as to the privileges 
of the House, while they required time (o 
examine, whether the pap€;r under con* 
sideration involved a breach of those pri¬ 
vileges, or was a proper cd^e fur the ex¬ 
ercise of the power, which sthe House 
possessedf for the preservation of thdse 
rivweges. He therefore, deprecated any 
ast^ pro ceedi ng* Oo thi^ occasion he 
would, in fwtrJBFTJf the principle of fais 
recommendation, quote 4he authority of 
his right hon. fliend, now no more (Mr. 
Pitt). It Was uniformly the maxim of that 
right hon. gent., that, on all ccmstitutional 
questions, be'$h'6u1d tak^suol/grounds as 
would serve to separate the really well^ 


iptentioned from those who appearid td 
be of a contrary characur. It wasKsdly 
much to be desired, that the House shouki 
come to a decision of this case with a oodt 
mind, which was more likely to prevail, 
by allownig of the intervention of a 
d lys. lie wished the House to consider 
the publication rather as matter of history, 
and to determine upon it as such. There 
were many who looked to it with, no 
dqubt, an hopest warmth, but that was a 
disposition ill suited to sober judgment. 
Let Ae House consider bow their conduct 
ill this tranytion should appear in the 
page oUiMfwy, even to theui8elve» in a 
yeai^I^e, and so considering he was' 
pervaded they would lautiously avmd 
pronouncing any sentence under the - 
warnuh of the moment, or proceeding 
with any precipitancy. If •such a pro- 
cQfiding were tal(bn Ht opposition to the 
sentiments of those gentlemen of weight 
and considerati^, who called for the ad- 
journq|Ciit,.he mlt that the House would 
he sai riHcing the substance to the appear- 
ancc. While he fdlly agreed with the 
right hon. gent, who spoke last, as to the 
necessity of upholding the privileges of 
the House, he must still support the ad- 
journuient, as the *best means of con¬ 
sulting the character of the^e privileges* 
Indeed, he oould concede how any 
thing could be gained by I he^d yocates iS, 
the Resolutions, from a perseverance in re¬ 
sisting the motion of adjournment. For 
even though it were negatived, it would 
he impossible' for the House, at that late 
hour of the night (nearly one o’clock) to 
go into the discussion of the other ques¬ 
tions, which must necessarily occupy a 
considerable time. For these reasons be ' 
recommended it to his right hon. friends 
on the Treasury bench to proceed in the 
case with peculiar temperance and can¬ 
dour, and above all to avoit^any tiling 
that shtfuld expose the Hou^e to the diarge 
of being actuated rather by passion than 
by judgment. * , 

The MGMcrfiftht i2o//swas of opinion, 
that whatever decision the House might 
come to upon the principle of the motioft 
immediately- under consideration, dt wax 
obviously right that the o^her quiMdMia* 
shpuld^ot even appear to Jbe determiAed 
prdbiaturely. Whatever JHiinioo tbo ‘ 
Hbmjnight express upon this questipn, ft 
•was extiVmely desirable thni k slMMild go 
forth accompanied by the fdlest groaUdt 
of justification- Nothing ‘dquivetM^ on f 
hasty should appear in luA a fra^Eis|o|(aii^a 
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liet it be recollected that the jadgment of 
the Hpaae wae liable to be impeached, 
and he ihould be sorry to wiine^s any 
pfoceedhtg that should seem to sustain 
meh Impeachment. Therefore he most 
earnestly deprecated precipitaucy, and 
more particularly 'as so many respectable 
mdmbers were hoard to slate that they 
were uiiprepai ed to pronounce any dcci- 
MOn upon the subject. He declared, that 
listd he been aware last night that the de¬ 
bate upon the business was likely to ex¬ 
tend to such a length, he would not Tkuve 
voted for the short adjourni^^t. There 
was no reason to doubt, that sc^tmal geA- 
tietnen might have been unable fronil&eir 
various avocations, as yet, to examinevhis 
paper, and to decide upon its character. 
The hon. gent, who spoke last, had put 
the question* under discussion upon the 
fairest grounds. \beiull?men might be 
^lly agreed in their opinion as to the 
privileges of that House,^nd yet unajile 
to determine whether this paper involved 
a breach of those privileges. Time suffi¬ 
cient for all due consitTeration ought there¬ 
fore to be granted. He had read the 
paper this day, ami he was of opinion, 
that it was a clear libel upon that House. 
Many who required lime for consideia- 
tioii, would, he had no dpubt, entertain 
the same opinion, if that oppostunity wese 
affordedv this motion should be 

disposed 0 ^, it would be remembered that 
another (Question would arise for discus¬ 
sion, into which the House could not at 
that hour be in a state to enter. He there¬ 
fore, without wishing to influence any 
other person, would vote for the adjourn¬ 
ment. By that coarse, it appeared to him 
«that the end in view would be attained 
with more satisfaction to the House and 
to tlie public. Whatever the House felt 
in this case, gentlemen must be aware 
that they vA^’e acting as judges In their 
own cause. lf,he were to frame a tonsti- 
tuUon anew, he was satisfied that be should 
feal it necessary to invent the House with 
the privileges it now possessed. Of course 
he was an advocate for those privileges. 
But still it must be borne in mind, that 
the House, in asserting such privileges, 
were judges in their own cause, and there¬ 
fore he always thought that, aiyioufiffi 
those privileges were never to be forma^ 
relinquished, they were yet to be.«vety 
discreetly exercised. This case, hbwever, 
Whs forced upon the House. He* should 
Idiite been.gl&d not to have heard any 
jhioji libout it. But it was now impossi¬ 


ble to give it the g»by. tfo wat'^sorryi 
because he never .knew any good to arise 
out of such eontests that could counters 
balance the disadvantages. But the House 
was brought to the alternative, either that 
it must give up its privileges, and perhaps 
incur the imputation of timidity, or assert 
.hose privileges with manlipess. Hewould 
have been happy, he repeated, if meaM 
could be devised of getting out of such a 
contest. But that was now impractica¬ 
ble, and in order to bring to the decision 
as much weight and authority ai possible, 
be would 8uppA*t the proposition for delay, 
required by those to whom so much 
weight and authority belonged. 

. Inc Chancellor qf the Exchequer said he 
would confess fairly, that, after what he 
had heard, particularly fiom his learned 
friend who had just ^it down, it would ap¬ 
pear obstinate and pertinacious in him to 
press an opinion, to which, however, he 
still unfortunately adhered, and refuse to 
accede to the repeated calls which were 
made for a farther adjournment of this 
questibn. At the same time, he begged 
leave distinctly to state, that upon exa¬ 
mining h^is mind, the last motive which 
could induce him to yield wos any thing 
like timidity or fear. He believed, in¬ 
deed, that that was the last ground upon 
which the House would yield in such a 
case. The House, he was persuaded, must 
be alive to the necessity which called for 
its interposition on this occasion, and that 
if it declined to assert its jinvileges, the 
most serious consequences weie too like¬ 
ly to follow. Li agreeing to the adjoui II- 
ment, ho protested against the ground 
laid for that proceeding in the amend- 
ment, nor could his objection be over¬ 
ruled by the assertion that the other 
question olluded to in that amendment 
was of more iniportmce than that under 
discussion, and that therefore it was en¬ 
titled to the precedency. (Hear, hearf 
from the Opposition bench.) He wished 
it to be Understood, that hts only resutoa 
fonassenting t6 the adjournment was that 
delay was acquired. One worflas to the 
chder° of tho gentlemen on the^olher ude. 
Those gentlemen professed a wish/fur 
unanimity, aod yet whvnthat dispo^tion 
appeared, they exuUed1!iif*ft^^ species of 
triumph. Witif this short remark he 
would leave those gentlemen to enjoy 
their triumph. ^ 

Mr. U^msonby asset ted, that the right 
hon. g^nt. t^no^justifted'in'the languagu 
which he had thought proper to apply to 
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lUi wde of ttto Hoofo. It woald be re- of tboir^ cotttonis wtro better 
mcmberedj th«t ho had yesterday dta- ta theobaenoo of the noble )oi9(p^ 
timJfcly maintained that time for delibeni^ iMley) to^ whom thcac matter* moroTpi^ 
lion ought to be alfi>rded upon tho very Ucularlyf but not •exciusirely, belooga^ 
grounds precisely which the learned geuU he should not now enter into any 
on thftonier side had urged in the coarse wishing, however/tobe informed by tbft 
of this night's discussion. It did not Qoble secretary oppo^tlCj (lord Liverpool^ 
therefore becopie the right hon. gentle- whether more, and what papers, were io- 
man to impuj^n the conduct of the gentle- tended to be delivered* 
men oh his side ef the House. But as to The Earl of I.ibef 7 HX>/ had only to obr, 
the right hon. gentleman's allusion to our serve, that the papers alluded to by tbo 
trwmph. said Mr. Ponsonby. he really noble baron had beeu divided iqto tWo 
rates himself too high and us too low. if sets^^lhose that belongod»to the diplomatic 
he supposes that there is any thing in his and those w^h belonged to the tnilHaj^ 
conduct or character which should make deparUyfirtf; He believed the diplomatic 
us feel elated by any triumph over him. papj^T^re already befoie the House, oa 
The Amendment was accordingly with- th^were in a greater degree of forward^e 


drawn. Upon the question being put for 


The remaining document*, viz. the) 


adjourning the debate till to-morrow s'eii- military papers, would soon be readyj^ 
night, some Noes were heard, but the but. in the absence of his noble friend* 
Speaker declared that the Ayes had it. hq should likewiiA de^no going into any 
Mr. l^thbridge declared the contrary, detail on the subject, while he expressed 
and a division was called for. Betove. a wish, at the same time, that the produc* 
however, the whole of the strangers had tioji o|non-proGuclion of the'papers should 
withdrawn frqm Ae gallery, Mr. Leth- not be decided by motion, but by an un« 
bridge was induced to withdraw hts op- derstanding that no*furtber papers should 
position. be delivered until after tlie discussion, of 

which the noble baron had given noiii e 
fur to-morrow. In the mean time he 
, , , liould take occasioikto communicate with 

Thuradny, Martk 29* his noble friend. 

[Campaign in Spain.] Lord* .Lord Grgtwlu expressed his acquies- 

rose.and said, that he held ih his hanefeer- cence in the noble eai I's propositjp n. and 
tain papers which had been laid betbre it was ordered that the HousSO^ummoneOi 
their lordships, respecting the conduct of for to-morrow, 
the latp campaign in Spain. Further pa- 
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per* had been moved tor. some of which 
had been delivered to their lordships, and 
otheiswere daily expected to co\k^ fiuin 
the printer's. In looking over those 
which have already been delivered, he 
had discovered a fresh proof, either of the 
culpable neglect, or the palpable incapa¬ 
city. of hts Majesty's ministers. They 
had now publish^ papers, (a thing, he be¬ 
lieved. almost wholly unprecedented.) 
which went not only to qoipprooyse tbb 
characters, but to expose the lives, of 
persoDs officially or confidentially em* 
ployed in Spain. This, he bglieved. was 
the ^first instance, in diplomatic corrCs- 
ponlence, in which persons of the descrip¬ 
tion alluded to^ had beep so compro- 
nused. Hcnhfiu]^ the matter a most se- 
vtoua one; so much ao.^tbat he should 
DOW give notice of a motion, which hi 
should ^ubmit to their lordshtpi to-morj>.| 
row. respcctiaff the propriety of dofening 
the farmer ]^ublicaiiQgi ^noXleliv^y of 
those papers, until the nature aadtcnaeQcy 
vet.. XVI. 
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TTutrsday, March 29* 

[Expedition to the Scheldt.] On 
the order of the day resuming the adv , 
journed debate on the policy and qonduci 
of the Expedition to the Scheldt* being, 
read, . 

Graeral Tarteon rose to wly to tl?o 
speech delivered on a fprmeiynigat bv ge» 
neral Craufurd. That hoiT. general ha^ 
described the horrors of campaigns thge 
never existed. anU entered minutely 
the paiticulars of assaults, ambuscade#]!., 
stormings, and other miseries of war* 
much that it was enoi^hto deprlrej^l 
ber^ who wfere not military umu* t|u 
sleep. ^ He bad then gone into amm 
il& on tfaa faUibility of 
thbraby the &Ulbility of m||f 
*h« reai^ believed, that.g 
than the- present* in., opyer 
The hon. ffeiier«|[ Ib^ ^ 

chances* ana #x|^i)aeji4trpK9t#b 
X • ^ 



l'opposite (CratiAird) had ooiameotedwrina* 


ships ofjLfCpDtestraupposkig^O^OQO troops 
had h^ap , Irpnapoited to the north of 
Gertnapy^ act between the Ems and the 
Weper* But this was not required, for all 
tbp^ Austria asked of this country, was, 

• dqlachcoents of cavafry and aitillcry. 
Frojn Germany, the hon. general travelled 
into Spain; and hero he agreed with him, 
tbot from the season of the year, nothing 
^^Id have been done in that quarter. 
1mm Spain, he went to Italy, and con¬ 
tended, that to this point an Expedition 
would have bceib loo late. lie (gefieral 
T.) did n'^t think so. As n'dldsters were 
in possession of information Oi ^',iiat was 
pasfting between Austria and Fran^, so 
early as December, 1808, they rm^ht 
have had an eiieciive force joined to ine 
UQ,000 men already in Sicily, reaily to 
act, where oJenc the enemy was vulnerable, 
in time sufficient el^tufilly to co-operate 
with Austria. But they would have the 
Scheldt, and nothing but t]jie Scheldt; and 
an Expedition, to wa&tc oar« resources, 
must be s?nt somewhere. He was nrmly 
convinced that, haviifg now overcome all 
opposition on the continent, we must ex« 
peetthat the greatest, warrior of thia, or 
«ther times would gratify his ruling pas¬ 
sion, by an invasion pf this country. It 
became us, then, to liusbat^d our means of 
defence, and not squander th^i in such.a 
manner^ and unon such fruitless enter¬ 
prises as fd^calamitous Expedition to 
Walchercn and the Scheldt. lie denied 
that this Expedition was any diversion in 
favour of Austria; as, bemre it sailed, 
ministers knew of the battle of Wagrara, 
and the conclusion of the armistice. 
Whenever they were informed t^t Napo- 
c leon had entered ii?to negociations, ex¬ 
perience ought to have taught them to 
autietpate the complete triumph of France, 
and the certain prostration of Austria. 
Such had h*en the consequences to the 

E owers whd^-trcated with him alter the 
attles of ' Marengo, Austerlitz, and 
Friedland. A noble lord (Castlereagb) 
had.told them, that the* general officers, 
with whom government chose to consult, 
were not, when they delivered theii' opi¬ 
nions, in possession of the facts on wbteh ' 
government decided. These officers vfere 
rash in declaring their opinions, \fitb^t 
i perfect knot^iedge 'of grounds^ 
which they stood; and at no 4m haAi^n 
ipven theni> he considefed the e)6nsuUa-« 
of government to beoite ofthemateit 
Blpckenes. aikl'insults ever 'o^ea to the 
professtoni The bon*' ^nontl 


what too severely on the^evidence given 
by a worthy fnend of bis (sir W. Era** 
kine,) in whose answers somuch accuracy, 
information, skill, judgment, and intelli¬ 
gence was displayed, iu to make biin al¬ 
most believe that tne soul ofbis illustrious 
father again lived in bim» ^ There was no 
similarity between the late campaign and 
that of 1746, for then we were masters of 
the country, and able completely to invest 
the fortified places; while in the last cam¬ 
paign the relief every day toc4)e expected 
from their friends, would induce the be¬ 
sieged to hold out to the last extremity. 
He then proceeded to remark on the evi¬ 
dence of gen, Browhrigg, for whose pro¬ 
fessional knowledge he professed very 
high veneration. That general had given 
It, as his opinion, that the Expedition 
might reach Santvliet, and land in divisions, 
on the Ist, 2d, and 3d of August; and in 
13 or 14 days, accomplish all the ob^ 
jects in view and be on their re^rn home. 
This was a mere visionary opinion, upon 
which government was so much buoyed 
up, as to undertake this impracticable 1^- 
pedition, where every thing* depended on 
the veni, vidi, viei. 

He should now take a view of the cam¬ 
paign, and see how different to these 
pleasing speculations, which the planners 
of il'indulged in by anticipation so confi¬ 
dently, every thing turned out. After an 
unaccountable and culpable delay of nine¬ 
teen ilays, the army obtained possession 
of Flushing. With regard to the capture 
of Walclieren, their operations were os 
slow and clumsy as any he had ever had 
occasion to contemplate in the whole 
course of'his military observation. In¬ 
stead of proceeding in the way they did, 
as time was their object, they ought to 
hare marched down at once a single co¬ 
lumn of 6,000 men. By these means 
they would have Cut off the i^inibree- 
thents «throwQ .into Flushing from the 
country; prevented'inundation, and, if the 
garrison came'out to fight, terminated that 
affair, by d^ating them, and entering the 
toWn with the ^ying enemy. ^ , 

t As &r the operations against Antwerp, 
there appeai;ea some contradiction! be¬ 
tween the evidence of^nM^Brown^igg 
^d the other officers who had been ex¬ 
amined, as to the state of its fortifications. 
General Brownrigg appeared to h^ve paid 
more attention to the sul^rbs and out* 
workst tbanSw wl^at in geriSral m<we occu¬ 
pied a soldier's attentma—the height of 
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Uie maf9ttt»imi d^h of theditcfe. In ' tbe alteHor ob^«M wcMfe 'Tli# 

hit WQKWl^' respecting a landiag at Cad- whole iranMction, for ah^ardhy tf 
san^ ha was also 9A vananee with other and profiigt^y af expenditure^ amohhW 
oflleen. Having animadverted upon gen. the vacillationt* ef ministers, stood pt^ 
Browarigg's opinions,* on this point, the eminent for folly and ignorance, w 
hon. general aWargaed against the opi- mhst therefore grve his vole against thf’ 
nioits of gen. Mac Leod> that a bombard^ ^|||todmen|.. 

mentofAntweri^wouldhavehadanyefiect,'*^Ktocrai CVottford explained. It had 
and of gen. Sontagfthatit might be easily never been said that government kept baelf 
compelM to surrender; and contended, information foom the ofilderB they coti- 
upon the whole, that the fall of this place suited, bat that the infortfistion Ihafr^* 
could not be expected so early as mi- solved them was received aftWc that coll* 
nisters were fed to calculate upon. The suUafion, and indticed them to deformflth 
noble lord (Castlereagh) had brought be- upon a mcasgso, to which they had pro* 
fore the House many instances ^ failure, vfousiviM^fin^, but apod which they I^' 
as if ail the failures in the wMd coukl not a^ady made up tneir minds, 
ever exculpate him from his share of re- )ar> Itoae said^ he would not ul^dertake* 
sponaibHity upon this disastrous Expedi- nor was he competent to follow the bohl* 
ttori. He had gone to the Dardanelles, to general through all his military details and* 
Egypt, to Buenos Ayres, and when the observations, particularly as W his argu-^ 
winds failed, had tried the waves, and .menu went aglinstVthe operations hi 
steered to the Baltic. After endeavouring Wakheren, in approbation of which i 
to excuse his failure, be had tried to make vote of the Hoi^se Hiad passed. He cbn-' 
them belies e tint the expence was no tende<^ however, in opposition to th€ 
more than ; but surely they hon. general, that ^the Expedition had" 

must be blind and lame who coulcf give operated as a diversion m favour of 
credit to this. He would mention a few Austria, and had drawn troops from tbc 
of the extraordinary items in w^ich the noi^ of 0<rmany, which would okherwlSw 
rxpence incurred must have been very have bem brought to bear upon thtf 
great, it must have been very great in Danube. The Expedition was prepared 
transports; in the additional ships of war and in readineis, before the news of the 
placed in commission; in the great and annistice Was received; and would thd 
expensive changes in these sl^s, t^ing hon. general and his frien^ks^baxiMinarel]^^ 
out their guns and taking mhoKLs; in the on that account, laid it and^withtoili 
hospital ships, fitted up in the peculiar doing any thing ? By being sefit to the 
way they were; in the commissariat de- Scheldt, it had drawn genera! Gratieti; 
partment; in the expenditure of ord- with 7000 men, from the north of Geftna- 
iiance; in the medical department; in. ny ; it had brought the imprisons froltll 
the new staff appointments; in ^secret- Stettin, Custrin, &c. and wholes 
service money; in materials for building, Westphalian army was on its march 
bricks, lime, &c.; in the flotifla; in the oppose it. But, even stripping the affitir 
calling out- of general officers; in the of its merits as a diversion, after the hmek 
miscellaneous charges; and in the loss of of assisting our allies were over, ^e wS 
7,000 men,, the expence of recruiting tish object was worthy of the ExpeditiOti; 
whom, estimated at 40f. per man, in itself and the tidcing of Flushing afoite, coaM 
would amount to little'short of halfamil- it have been retained, Wds worth tho 
lion. Upon all t^se items,the e«:peace whole expence. This was not his opi* 
could not reasonably be taken at Teas than nion alone; it Was the opinion of men, td 
9,000,000/. When our fohie arrived«at whose sense and skill the country wouM 
Baths, then it was that the offiuers, so san- ever bow wilhdeforence, andnotexpreMit 
guiiu in Eijgland, discovered that the db- privately to him, but publicly, to pobliixf 
ject of the &pedition was impracticable; ^men. jLord Nelfon, when eOtfifoipaA 
that Itjillo was be taken; that Ant- against Boulogne, had declared H bd 
werp was approached, and that hieopiiiion,lhatthe conqu^ 

the shipping, the great end of their rquiD* wal the mOst important oC^bet tfafV ffoUkw 
mentf were moved entirely out of their t^VauM achieve. In hie tuMr to lord 
reach. ^He Would not go into arguments •VincenC on the subject, he stated, thai 
on ihe'unheal^v season ■elected*by mi- te geteo Helvoet or Floshfngi and destroy 
nisters for tfaTs lKxpediti<m, e(fi the. Cruel the ene^'i shipping, woaltfbotfaogreat^ 
detention of the men at Wateberen, after eit service ibat^coald be rmidered te*9lit» 
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cbiintry, He^offiired bo dndertake^ tht 
task, thtft it would retjuire a 

Wfeefc’s and 5 dr6,0(X) men. This 
s^dwed.that lao^hted hero's opinion, that 
ttl^atesi danger of invanion to his na- 
tiV^iand was from Flushing, and that it 
Would'be of riffdifficult conquest, 
i^me was the opinion of commodc^F 
Owen; than whom a mure skilful, dis¬ 
cerning, and excellent oiTicer did not 
the British service, liere the rigKt 
hbn. gent entered into a handsome eulo- 
glum on the clistcnguished officer ^ifftose 
name he had mentioned, arui^ho from his 
gallantry, activity and prompiiitnde, tn 
every emergency, had attracted in^ pe¬ 
culiar notice and friendship of lord 
son. He entertained similar opinions as 
to the importance of Flushing; and it was 
from such assihoritics as these that he (Mr. 
Rose] drew his ai^jme^t, that the coei- 
<)acst of Flushing alone (could it have 
hcen retained) was a sufficient object^ to 
justify and indemnify us for the e^^ence 
x>rihe Expedition. By the possession of 
that port, where 'JO sail of the line could 
lie in the basin, fully equipped, and rea¬ 
dy to come out with an irast wind,!|twe 
would avoid the great cxpeiicl of keep¬ 
ing two fleets, on different stations, to 
watch the enemy. It i\puld also have 
been more eifectual than eve? destroying 
the enaniiy ^s ^hipping. For, though we 
destroyed nis ships, they could be 
replaced^ while the forests suppli¬ 
ed the timber; but, by possessing 
Flushing, we utterly annihilated' Ant¬ 
werp, and all the fleets in the Scheldt. 
The right'hon. gent, then went into an 
examination of certain parts of the evi¬ 
dence, to shew ihat^r R. Strachan, oapt, 
CockbUrn, and others, from J 3th August 
to '29ih Oct., continued to think Flushing 
of'such importance, that it ought not to 
be given \^. That it ought not to be 
'given up, oiiVi^ccount of the security re¬ 
taining it gave to this country, as welt as 
whh an eye to future operations against 
bhd^enemy on the continent. There was 
another consideration attached to this 
subject. ' Even though we were unable to 
have kept possession of Flushing, could' 
we have destroyed the navigation of, the 
' Scheldt Such a service would havejps- 
'Cfficdthe Expedition.—He shewed, 
an extract from a letter of si^R. Str.a««ln, 
oh the 1 3ih Aug., he had cofisidered^ 
as practicable. Ministers alsT) weee 
'tfbi'efere justified in having thought it at- 
!;’<aiiiable. The hoofr -g^ had accused 


them of being the most fallible minfistera 
that ever this country saAr, and w noble: 
loitl (PorChester) bad described this as tbe^ 
most disastrous of alt e^prditinns; a re^ 
view of our history however would sbeW- 
that these assertions were not well found-: 
:ed. He would not go back to the great 
failure of prince Eugene apd the duke of 
Savoy ; but take a short retrospect, from 
the end of the reign of queen Anne, and 
from thence prove, that ottier ministei's 
had been as fallible, and other expeditions 
equally unsuccessful. He dhl not mean 
to throw a shade on the enshrined virtue 
of those distinguished men; but it was 
iinpossib]d%o look into their history with¬ 
out finding that they had, in their zeal 
for England and England's glory; some¬ 
times attempted projects which they were 
unable to accomplish. He looked to the 
celebrated'attack on Toulon, by an army 
undtT prince Eugene, and a under 
the command of a great British admiral. 
That attempt, concerted with wisdom, 
and prosecuted with bravery, proved abor¬ 
tive. ' An allusion had been made to the 
attack on Rochefort, and the force em^ 
ployed there stated as holding no compa¬ 
rison in point of numbers to that employed 
in Walcheren. But draw the comparison 
of those separate forces from their propor¬ 
tion the whole force of the kingdom as 
it stood at the periods of those two Expe¬ 
ditions, and they would be found close 
upon an equality. The Rochefort Expe¬ 
dition was undertaken with all advan¬ 
tages in its favour. Accurate information 
had been obtained ; the Expedition itself 
had originated in the memorial of a most' 
able officer; and yet the whole service 
done was the capture of the little isle of 
Aix. Lord Howe, in the Magnanifhe, 
with a pilot on board, better acquainted 
than any man in England with the French 
coast, was run aground within two miles 
of the island.—On ‘the return of the Ex- 
^editio^, the. public expressed no dis¬ 
pleasure]; until a clamour was* gradually 
excited, whdn sir J. Mordaunt, tiie 
commandiqg officer of the I'Cxpedition, 
w^s brought to a court martial. M^ueh 
ridicuie had been thrown on the bdea 
of taking .^n^werp bv a coup-de-^ain; 
but without attemptiitgwm^imself op 
tw a judge of military matters, be had 
strong authorities for his belief of what 
might be done by a etn^de-maini ■ (He 
then read some extracts from a military 
work-in i^ich,,general^f||Ofiier's opi¬ 
nion was given on the nature and uses 
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of tb« ttteck by €oi/p-4^mam, and a 
narrative of th* capture of Bergen-op* 
Zoftm by general lAwendafal by a sud¬ 
den attack.) It was. s-nd he. by a covp- 
dt'Mom, that this fortress, then the 
strongest iii the world, was taken Ismael, 
WHh a large army within its walls, was 
taken by the s^ineripifl and bold assault 
But to revet t to the Bjq>editions of which 
he li d been pieviousty hpeaking. Lord 
An&oii. when first luid of Ine admiralty. 
sailed w ith an army on board, coiiimanded 
by the gieaoduke ol Mailboiougli, on nti 
expedition to the coasts of the Bay of 
Biscav Th it expedition returned, re <n- 
Jictd, the Duke went to command in Ger¬ 
many , and general Bligh, at the head of 
the forces, landed to destioy Cherhourgh. 
He could theie do nothing more (han burn 
a tew mt rchant ^hips, destroy a basin, and 
carry off a few brass guns. He marched 
a short distance up the country, and was 
attacked , his ictiirn to the shore was im¬ 
peded, and on the embarkation at St Cas, 
his icai guaid wtre taken pnsoneis or 
slain Ihuk ended that expeditioif. lie 
(Ml. Kusr), now turned to another in¬ 
stance, in which nothing but accident 
could have pieientcd a total fSilure It 
was on the expedition under geneial Bai- 
rington ag inst the Iticncb West India 
islands Aftei a two months res stance. 
Guadaloiipe was tdken , but t‘ e getieril, 
in his dispatches, acknowledged himself 
deeply indebted to fortune that it was not 
lost to, the country, as count Beauhainois, 
the fathrr (said Mr. Rose) of, I hclieve, 
the iKC-kin^ofJtily (a laugh)—appeaud 
off the island at the moment of it^caplure 
with 2.t>0t) men, whose ai rival, a few 
hours eat her, would have foiled the whole 
Expedition He then turned to more 
modern times, and hinted it the Darda¬ 
nelles, Lgypt, and other miscainages of 
the last administration. He did not state 
these things in ordei *to throw any census 
on any administration, ^but to dispioVe 
what had been asserted ;*and tostnew that 
if nothing was evei to be«undertaken«but 
with an absolute certainiv o^success, no¬ 
thing wf^rtjiy a nation would evt r be d6ne 
Anei enumerating some additional case^ 
of lyiavoidablej^iture, Mr.^Rose proceed¬ 
ed to reply*^fo iMier points, which had 
been touched upon in the course of the 
debate* It had been asserted that the dk- 
pence of this present Expedition must.! 
have lieeii understated at The 

calculation*bl'an hon. geneMl (F^leton) 
logesioiialy swelled it up to three miUioAs, 


but tJwB idea was absurd. The estiiyietft, 
were all bt'fbie the House, and it wat idle' 
to suppose public odtcirs capable of ptijh 
ting so low and unart he ml a trick on the 
common stnse of tie flouse; 24-dOoof( 
badOeen charged foroidnance tiauispcrU* 
This was the chaigr not of the orPn^nie^ 
but of the transpoit t^oard. with whom 
those matters lay, and whose peculur pio- 
vmce and duty it was to coiled all turns- 
pl>i t set vices, which wei e formerly sepa¬ 
rate, into one system and direction He 
snijifelc the most pertc^t conviction that 
the reteiitio^d Flushing was a wise mca^ 
sure; a^piwmien efn countiy had given 
list l^roe to Consider lib v lue, and calmly* 
esu^ate the dmgtis vihicO menaced U 
frmn that quaiui ol the enem\*s force, 
he wa!> convinced that ihcir judgment 
Would Ip altogdlui in iaio^; of the wia-r 
dpm which pUiued Ixptduion. and 
the policy by which its gieai objects were 
endeavoured to b( retained 
liOid F OAbifr/c (m a niaiJen speech) 
said.^ie bfiould not sen uie to deliver his 
opinion or ticspa-s«4Jp *a the atfpiitiun of 
the House to nicht, when he was pwarp 
the time of the House miglu be so much 
betit 1 eng. ged, end he ni rl n to U his 
duty on i cjiubtio^t of such importance, 
not to gise a silent vote. Jiie (pie>tji>ii. as 
ij struck hyii,*wa8. whether mnii’itcis i|i 
the E\p(diiton they had undci taken bad 
made a wise and judtch?h^i!Pt? of'the 
means entiusted to their caie^ Altera 
ipsult V hn h had so little satisfied the ex¬ 
pectations of tl e nation, tin inquiry seemed 
g(iierill> to have bitn rtquiied, and that 
mquiiy had taken place in tlat House, 
wheic alone it ciuld salihfnctorily |.ro« 
<icd Alu r an dUiuiUve perusal of eveiy, 
fiait of the case, it^id not ^tein to him 
tliat the evidence was calculate d to ixc nag. 
bur, on the comraiy, that it went wboUy 
to condemn the niinisters, by whom the 
Expednion had been undcnaken. The 
invasion *>f Holland in *iiie year^ 
should have shewn them what chance 
they bad of snet ess in adventuring on 
siiiiilir enteiprizes in fuiute. Fveii afier 
the Expedition was re idy.ministeis should 
have loikech to ilie stati of tfie country 
they were‘about to attack, befofe they 
sacrificed the army. Ihey should 
&velooked to what tbe*shouhlers of tlie 
piople of this country would beir, before 
thiv'Vlded six-penoe to the expenecs* 
^bich already pressed oo them so severely. 
It was alledged, that we might have takvp 
Antwerp by a.coip-dc-ma»i. He agreyi^ 
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mother time that the Expedition bed not 
creaMd anf diversion W the Tecai of 
troops from (he J>anube* for that (he gar* 
rison of Antwerp was in fin efficient state. 
One or other of these assertions must be 
true. 'The fact was, that the Dtttch army 
had been recalled from Stj^alsund solely 
for the defenep of Holland.—The noble 
lord by whom the debate had been 
opened had assumed too much, when he 
said that the opinion of every military 
man who bad, or might have, been con¬ 
sulted on th€ subject, ought to have de¬ 
terred government from the attempt. To 
refute this position the hon. gent, entered 
into an examination of the military opi¬ 
nions in evidence, and contended that 
that of grneral Brownrigg particularly, 
whose sentiments (without making an in¬ 
vidious comparison) were as worthy of 
attention as tnose of any' officer whatever, 
thought favourably of it; he having de¬ 
clared, that even on the 25tb, had it not 
been for the sickness of the army, he 
should have recoiffinended their advance 
in the confidence that they woulahavc 
done much to meet the hopes of the 
country. There was another,question 
also which mingled itself with the con-, 
sideiation of the possible surrender of 
Antwerp to a bombardment, and that was 
the probability that that town ihigl^ be 
indisposed towards the present dynasty of 
Trance. As to the melancholy conse¬ 
quences of the retention of Walcheren, he 
assured the hon. ge;ntlemen opposite, that 
they did ndt monopolize all the feelings of 
sorrow for the valuable lives whi^h had 
there been lost by the pestilential effects 
of the climate and the diseases incident to 
it. The question was, however, whether 
the* importance of the object (an import¬ 
ance acknowledged by several successive 
administrations] would have justided his 
Majesty's ministers in the peculiar cir¬ 
cumstances of Europe*—in the balanced 
state of the war between. Fraoee and 
Austria, to relinquish such a possession, 
whilst the retention of it* could possi¬ 
bly opera^ in ffivour of Austria. Wql- 
cheien vras.evacuated in October; how 
much sooner would the hon, gentle¬ 
men vopposUe bare had it* evacuated? 
Would thetTiave hid it evacuated when 
lord Ghalham urmd its retention, and 
when sir Richard Strachan wrote home, 
conjuring ministers not to take any hasty 
step on a subject of such ]tnpqc^idb,both 
in a naval and'in a milimfy point of 
view? Before it was evacuated when diat* 


measure was detennined utom 
incumbent on us to render it less ava^^ 
to the enemy as the means of inenac«vtr..,r 
annoyance. Orders were consequently'' 
giv^n to that efiect soon as the trepty^ 
between France and Austria was know^ 
and as soon as those orders had been ear¬ 
ned into execution the evacuation was 
effected. If all the arguments which be^ 
had used were well grounded—if there 
whs no doubt of the pmicy of the Expediv 
tion—if no Expedition could have been 
undAtaken at an earlier period—if no 
other Expedjilion could have been under- 
tdken vMfno fair a prospect of success, or 
ind^ with such combined hopes of ad* 
vayCage—if the naval and military execu¬ 
tion of the enterprize were free from 
blame—if no dishonour had tarnished hb 
Majesty's arms,^then^ he thought the 
House bound to*concur'in the amend-* 
ment of the hon. gent., to which he unafp 
fec^cdly declared, that lie agreed wifh 
greater s itiisfaction than on any former 
occasion of a similar^nature, 

Mr. Oration declared his reluctance to 
enter into any contrast between the im- 
lilary enterprizes of his Majesty's govern* 
ment, and those operations of mjlitary 
policy conducted under the administration 
of the great lord Chatham. He would at 
once proceed to the immediate discussion • 
of the great question before.themrwnd try 
it upon its me^fits as detailed in the evi^ 
dence collected at their bar. f^was idle 
to assert that, in viewing the policy ofttko 
late Expedition, much was obtained by the 
conquest of Flushing. Would the right 
hon. gentlemen opposite contend, that%r 
that acquisition alone such an armament 
should have been senliout ? If they did, he 
would in answer tell them, that for snob 
an object, the sacrifice of so Itwef 
and of so much treasure was unwarrant¬ 
able. (Hear! bear!) But it*had been 
averredf in defence of the detmon of that 
pestilential idand, dtat sir Richard 0tra^ 
chan had conjui%d the government not to 
issue orders for its abandonment, until lit 
should have a personal commuoicati^^ 

,with them. Let us for purpose of 
estimating the authority of that 
upon that point, take into our^ consktar** 
(ion the whole of h» expressed o(>iniofUi. 

It *sas true, that he did write to fne admW 
ratty iit^the manner specified, lot nrhm 
Was his final impression upon that subject} 
Did be*not tell pou, at toe bgr, that if Jie 
had calculated the incidental cxpMkCe, m 
(he increasing sickness, J^e woqla not ^ 
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ilioiiglit the<!«t^ntiort advisable? That in 
^rmatioti t)ie government must have hac 
in their pu^cs»'*n when they received the 
fetter of the gallant aHiiif'ral, and therefore 
it waa a most idle jjtradox to fortify theii 
conduct ill tv.nfiuning a British army ii 
ibat scene of contagion, "p»n the untx 
|>lain»‘d de^'re <*v('iri ot siich an nfficcv. 
Aright hoii. (Mr. Host*,) hid en- 
deavoiui'd to establish the inference, that 
it was wise to h ive attempiod the fonqui/^ 
of the ide of Walchtran, becau'je i^haf] 
been ircoinmended by lord fselson* t(. 
make such an attempt at a Ca>’mer period 
with 5/JOO men. Now, it b^n iiieahs 
follows, ihi ugh 10 make an attaeje u^n it 
with 5 000 men should be propei,\hat 
therefore it was wist, under thi* prc'ieni cir- 
cumslaiices, to retain it with an army ol 
20,000 meft! Be.sde^, what W’ere the ad¬ 
monitions of sir Eyre Coote and general 
Don i Did they not tell his Majesty’s go¬ 
vernment, that it was absolutely ncces.^ry 
to send out a new force, not alone to (lefcnd 
the unprofitable conquest, hut to protect 


disposable force oTtbe country bapiY^ed 
at that period to be extensive. Now ib 
whit length did this argument extend? 'It 
extended to this, that because wC chance 
to have unemployed a very large portion 
of our army and our navy,-it is necessary 
that wc'should be doing something. No 
matter how hazardous me^enterprize; no 
mailer Iv^w uriauthoiized our policy; the 
defence of the ruinisier is, that we had 
such a force, and therefore we ought to 
get rid of it. Ministers cannot now 
shrink from the whole responsibility of 
this great failure, inasmuch .is it has been 
the sole ofispring of the inveterate adhe¬ 
rence to their own views. Had they been 
irictined to accede to the intelligence and 
information of the officers whom they 
consulted, it was impossible that they 
couid hav^ ever determined upon &uch an 
injudicious and fatal ent<‘rprize. Those 
generals had given no dubious, undecided 
answer; there was nothing equivocal in 
their inferences ; but one and all ex¬ 
claimed against the insanity of the propo. 


from the enemy your dying army in their sed project. It was, however, not to be 


hospitals? The noble lord (Castlercagh,) 
late Secretary for the war department, 
had argued upon the propriety of that po¬ 
licy, which, in the state of Europe, during 
the late struggle between Austria and 
• Prance, recommended an armament from 


overlooked, that even those answers bad 
the edec^ of rescuing tlie country from a 
more aggravated calamity. The House 
must recollect that lord Chatham had 
stated in his evidence, that it was one of 
the ^rojdcts of the Government to make 


this crtn ntft fi,tft*operate a'l a favourable di- the attack upon Antwerp by the route of 


version for the former pow^. In compli¬ 
ance with the dictates of that policy the 
late armament was prepared. It was pre- 
pareil before the Armistice concluded 
oetween the two armies in Germany was 
known in this country, but it did not sail 
until that event was undeniably certain. 
Then was it to be contended by the mi¬ 
nister, that the course which was right to 
pursue'before such a state of events was 
known in ^this country, was also right to 
be carried* into practice after it was fully 
ascertained iW a most lameiitable*change 
had taken place in the situation of our al- 
'lies—such a change as left no chance for 
the success of that object, to accomplish 
Which thisvery Expedition was originally 
plaiyied. That was, in other words, that^ 
you should follow up that very course in 
the event of peace, which you havajust 
decided upopoas applicable'to a(3iate;of 
war. So much for the strength of^at 
jpart of the defence, which rested ^upon the 
'jjMpoted diversion in favour of Aunria,* 


Ostend. From the mischievous conse¬ 
quences of such an attempt, the country 
had tlic good fortune pf being protected 
by the unanimous protest of th^ftve gene¬ 
ral officers with whom the government ad¬ 
vised. They mitigated the temerity of the 
minister, by the decided firmness of that 
protest, and at the same time, that they 
saved the whole of the army from absofute 
ruin, afforded the most convincing ilius- 
tralion of the doctrine, that upon military 
objects, your best dependence is upon the 
^vice and intelligence of military men. 

(fonsrastcd.with the ruinous project of 
commencing operations by Ostend, the 
combined operation in the Scheldt had 
inly the comparative advantage of being 
ess Impracticable. Such wa^ the opinion 
of all the generals almost, who were con- 
ulted or employed. Sopie who haA'their 
doubts before the sailing of*'your arma- 
pient, found, when they arrived upon the 
pot, when they were acquainted with all 


he local circumstances, those dehbta fully 
wasa|f»another observatjon'oftlTat confiriAed. Lord Rosslyn,had stated, in 
MbU lord, Ja which he argued that the answer to Question, whbthW the failure 
n^ihdilioD Was j[u8tifia51e, because the Vas the consequence of the delay, that he 
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4id not think this formidable expedition 
would have at any time succeeded. Sir 
Wau Erskine told you^ that within a 
week Antwerp could have been secured 
against a siege; whilst lord Chatham, the 
otucer selected by the government to com¬ 
mand that expedition, stated not only that 
ite had his doubts, which were borne down 
bv the admirali}'', hut that he did not 
place the fullest confidence in the intelli¬ 
gence which bad been communicated to 
Hu colleagues. The naval officers also 
alibrded nothing that did not tend to dis¬ 
courage any prudent or circumspect go¬ 
vernment from embarking in such a 
hazardous and desperate project. But 
ministers had intelligence of a secret na.- 
ture from abroad, which had the effect of 
multiplying the objections of the general 
officer, ana of confirming themselves in 
the propriety of the policy with which 
they were originally impressed. What 
has the Report of the Secret Committee 
communicated respecting that intelli¬ 
gence? It has given, first, a memoir of 
the state of Walcheren in the* year 
1803; secondly, another memoir of the 
state of the same island, in the year 
1805, drawn up by a Dutch officer, with 
notes by captain Owen. The third is 
a return of the enemy’s forces in that 
island, anonymous and without'any date. 
And, lastly, a return of the enemy’s forces 
in the vicinity of Antwerp, extracted from 
a printed French army list, of the year 
1808, /ound in the possession of a French 
officer, who was taken prisoner in Cata¬ 
lonia. Besides, there were some sugges¬ 
tions from a secret person, that, * for the 
defence of Ajstwerp in case of attack, no 
reinforcements could be spared from Hol- 
laAd ; and on the side of France supplies 
could not be forwarded before the expira¬ 
tion of a week. Here, theoi was the great 
inducement which engaged ministers to 
dispatch their foimidable armament to 
the Scheldt. For the att^ipment^f their 
abject, they bad the chance, thsft if they 
did their business in a wdbk, the French 
would not be on them ; but not within 
tha^ time, they must be ruined. A^fe; 
but such stimulating inducements received 
a cogsiderablc ii^rease of ipilucnce from 
an occurrence oi mighty promise, which 
had a short time before taken place at 
ftotterdam. Before he should relate that 
o^icurrence, it was necessary to state, that 
it was mrniah^ by his MmesU’s govern- 
.nnnt, to prove that they hatf justifiable 
um^tu fbreypectiug that there existed at 
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that period, in Holland, a strong inclina¬ 
tion to actual resistance against the ty¬ 
ranny of France. What then was this 
event so replete with public hope ? It was 
the rescue by a mobi of some boysJi)rouglit 
up in a poor-house *n Rotterdam, from a 
party ot Fiench soldiers, who were 
hurrying these boys to the army. Was 
It possible that any govei-ninent could 
think of sending out an expedition of forty 
thouitand men upon the futility of such in¬ 
telligence as that ? There was also some 
coufinents in the Report of the Secret 
Committee ^jon the information recei^flpd 
from a^g^erson described to be a young 
man» of the state of Antwerp, in the year 
There was one proof of the accu¬ 
racy of that source of information; for 
the same individual, though he acknow¬ 
ledged to have passed thimugh Breda, 
upon an inquiry whether any works had 
been newly erected there, stated, that if 
there had they had escaped his observation. 
Was^it, i|c would appeal to the House, 
consistent with the duty which statesmen 
owe that country Whose interests they are 
bound to protect, to hazard its honour and 
its security by equipping a powerful ar¬ 
mament, and destining it to a most unfor¬ 
tunate point, upon such intelligence as has 
been described ? 

. It might be perfectly true, that, 6n the 
17th of July, Antwerp might npt have 
had a very considerable garrison; but 
that on the 7th of the succeeding August, 
such a force might have been collected 
from nineteen garrison towns in its vici¬ 
nity, us would have insured the complete 
defeat of 3 'our army. This was an infer¬ 
ence iiot/ounded, as the noble lord would 
have it, upon the i^iture of the project, • 
but resting upon the nature of the evi¬ 
dence elicited at the bar. For what con¬ 
fidence could that House now place in the 
communications upon which ministers 
acted, when every stage o(^the Expedition 
confirmed their falsehoods Cadsand, they 
were told, wasi without troops, and Lilfo 
not in a state of defence. Lord Huntley 
found in Cadsand 2,000 men to oppose hia 
debarkation, and heard that the whole 
force of the enemy amounted to 7|0(X). 
Wl|at said' sir Richard Strachan at the 
bar ? ^ He lold you that with res^t to 
the state of both, he found*himaelf 

(t was true that with respect to An^ 
werp, general Brownrigg had endeavour^ 
to prove the project practicable, by shew¬ 
ing, that under certain assdmed circuit- 
stances he could bare earried it it^to e^jK 
Y •* ’ 
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cation. But in answer to this alledged 
practicability, he would ask why, if the 
attack upon Antwerp was tlius easy and 
obvious, was not lord Chatham brou^lit to 
trial for the failure ? Plow was it that if 
17,000 men could succeed against the 
fortified town of Flushing, containing a 
garrison of near 10,000 men, an army 
exceeding l20,0o0 men, could fail in their 
attempt upon Antwerp, without a garrison, 
with guns dismounted, and perfectly ud- 
aware, as ministers say, of the invjjsion 
of an enemy ? Was it to be understood 
tbat the local difficulties w^rc to swell 
mto importance, when they wetV to jus¬ 
tify the retreat’ of the army, but weV,^; to 
dwindle into trifles when brought forn\»*d 
to exonerate the minister ? Upon what 
fair presumption then con the minister 
call upon thrit House to regulate its deci¬ 
sion by a reliance upon evidence, which 
it knows to be false, and to neglect evi¬ 
dence which it must feel ,.to be truer , It 
mnst feel that it has been proved ^hat in 
every part of the propo.^cd arrangement, 
the result falsified the intelligence upon 
which the attempt was made. But whilst 
it falsified the grounds upon w'hich tlie 
minister rested, it realized every predic¬ 
tion of the men who foreseeing the failure 
had foretold the fatal result. 

, The history of that Expedition, though 
short, ww* lamentably decisive. It sailed 
at the period, when, as predicted by sir 
Plonie Pfipham, the foul weather begun, 
and the elements were in hostility. It 
sailed after the armistice had been con¬ 
cluded between Austria and France ; at 
a time when the fortune of war had de¬ 
cided the fate of your ally ; \vh?ii, if she 
had had the calamity of lending an car to 
vour recommendation to renew hostilities, 
the measure of her miseries would have 
been filled up, and the hopes of her reco¬ 
very blasted^ for ever. Why should this 
country have to hazatd even the acci¬ 
dental revival of her unfortunate ally?— 
With what consistency c:fti the right hon. 
gcntlemend^end this diversion, which they 
say afforded to Austria the chance of re¬ 
covery from its misfortunes, at the same^ 
time, and in the same breath, tbat they 
argue against the propriety of having 
sent a force into thenorthofGermany, with , 
a view of assisting the numerous in|ur- ! 
gents then in arms? Why, say they, 
Bhould we here encourage those io an in-^ 
effectual resistance to the porver of France, 
only to subject them to more aggravated 
• oppression? Why then "endeavour toal- 
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lure Au.stria after h^r fall to the renewal 
of a struggle which would have for ever 
scaled her subjugation ? Behold then the 
prospects under which this most calamitous 
armament left your ports. The season 
changed j the elements adverse; your ally, 
for whom the diversion was to be made, 
discomfited and ruined; ;^nd suing for 
terms of peace with the couqueror in her 
capital, whilst pestilence and plague were 
awMiling tlio arrival of your armada, to 
commence with ravenous appetite their 
contarpous warfare against your gallant 
dcfeiul.cis. But the authors of these cala¬ 
mities coiiLcikI, that this House should not 
try, by mechanic rules, the unmeasurable 
spirit <jf the British heart. They appeal 
Io the fiats of our ancestors, and to the 
gloiitv') ofoor hihtoiy. to palliate the'eflects 
ul miiiUteriul lemerity .and ignorance. 
Oo they forcet, that when that spirit was 
excili d—when those glories w'cre display- 
I'd, ilu y wM-re directed against the ancient 
eMon;y of their name ? It was in the hard- 
tbtigli^ bailies with battalions of France or 
Spain, iliat Britain obtained her proud 
pre-eminence, not in the inglorious strug¬ 
gle wih^ pestilence and plague. Shall 
tlicu a mini.slry, responsible for such cala¬ 
mities, find excuse in an appeal to the 
hislcrv of our courage ? Is this excuse 
to l^- afloued to men who continued, 
amidst disea.se and putrefaction, an army 
of twenty thouvaiui men, at the very sam« 
period that they had advices, that in an¬ 
other quarter of the v\orld, in Spain, the 
ranks of our heroes were hourly thinning 
by the.progress aUo of an epidemic ma¬ 
lady?—In my conception of public de¬ 
linquency (said Mr. Grattan), there can 
be no conduct more reprehensible than 
that of his Majesty's ministers, except in¬ 
deed the conduct of this House, if it should 
be so forgetful of its duties, as not to con- 
dimn them. (Hear, hear !) This House 
has lately censured' lord Chatham, for an 
attempt to set aside the responsibility of 
ministers; let it then take care, that its 
conduct upon^this occasion does not tend 
to establisKministerial impunity^ Decided 
as'l feel upon their miscon4u^t, 1 ^ive 
my most sincere support to the Resolu¬ 
tions originally propoa^d by mytStoble 
friend. • 

^ Mr. Canning fhen rose and said: The 
right hon. gent, who has just sat dowitj 
has concluded his speech with a^declara- 
tion-, that the calamities brought upon the 
country by the failure of th*e Expedition 
to the Scheldt, ought to be visited with 
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exemplary severity upon the heads of 
those, by whom that Expedition was 
planned and advised. Now, Sir, as one of 
the advisers of the Expedition £ rise, not 
only to speak in justitication of it; but to 
contend, and I trust I shall be al)le to con¬ 
tend successfully, that in advising that 
measure his Majesty’s ministers w’erc ac¬ 
tuated by a jus\ sense of their public duty; 
that they proceeded upon motives, and 
principles, such, as, if I were not myself 
a party concerned in the trans.iction, I 
should not scruple to assert intiticd them 
to the approbation of tlieir countrv ; and 
such as they may confidently recommend 
to whoever may be Iiereafter iheir suc¬ 
cessors in olhee. They arc principle^, 
which, in whatever hands the administra¬ 
tion nny be placed, must necessarily be 
adopted and acted upon, if tlie cause of 
the country is to be maintained. 

For, Sir, in estimating the merits of the 
great public measure now under our con¬ 
sideration, we mu^t not be contented to 
look upon it as a'mere insulated question, 
we must regard it as a branch of thaf gene¬ 
ral system of policy and action which has 
been pursued throughout the whole course 
of the present war, and which has been in¬ 
variably directed to the twofold object of 
preserving other nations from the domina¬ 
tion of France, and insuring the inlegiity 
and independence of the British em*pire. 

It cannot, 1 apprehend, require any 
aid of argument to prove to this House 
the deep and vital interest that we have 
in the latter object; neither do I think it 
difficult to shew, that in the former though 
our interest may be less direct anci imme¬ 
diate, we have neverthcdc^s an interest 
sufficiently strong to keep that object 
ccAistantly in our view, and as stiong an 
obligation to employ all the means in our 
power for its accomplishment. While 
Great Britain stands so preeminently high 
amongst the nations\)f Europe, she owes 
it as a duty to her own dignity ^d cha¬ 
racter to assist and protect weaker nations 
against oppression, not <fnly so far« us 
that can ^ be done consistenyy with her 
owp interests, but, I would rather sa/, so. 
far as is not absolutely incompatible wiiii' 
her ^wn security^ True it gudoubtedly is 
that of those nation*, which in diflcrent pe¬ 
riods of the war, manifested a spirit of 
resistance against the encroachments or 
oppression of France, and to whose sup- ^ 
port tills country has contributed gene¬ 
rously and fifomptly every ufd and edbrt 
M her power;,true it undoubtedly is,. 
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and not more true than it is deeply'to be 
lamented, that the course and conse¬ 
quences of the war have been such as to 
place many of those nations, in successive 
periods, at the mercy and under the 
conlroul of the enemy.—Wc have been 
in the situation of iightingnot against the 
power of France alonr*, but against those 
countries, to which we have heretofore 
furnished our assistance, but which rang- 
(id by conquest on the side of France, 
have, whilst their hearts must be for us. 
beeft compelled by a«dirc necessity to 
rai^e their hands against us. It docs not 
ihcrcforv follow that the principle of 
conUnental co-operation is unwise; 
0 ^ that our generosity has been detri¬ 
mental to our interest. The destruclion 
of the cflbrts of the enemy, the suspension 
of immediate danger to ourselves, and the 
cjiances afibrded by* the protraction of 
that period, at the expiration of which vve 
may probably, have to contend for our 
own ^safety on our own soil,—These are 
sufficient advantages to be derived from 
our efforts in behan'of other nations, even 
if wc were to put out of account the higher 
considerations of national reputation and 
imlioual faith. But considering at tha 
same time that the ^leriod of this separate 
combat maj'^ arrive—that the successive 
wars of the continent may probably 
enough, (if the power of France^cflntinues 
unbroken)—be extinguished and swal¬ 
lowed up in one great war of •tJie conti- 
ntMit against this country—that this con¬ 
summation (though it may be deferred, 
and though to defer it be worth every 
practicable exertion) yet cannot'per¬ 
haps ultimately be avoided; I do admit 
ibut in all nieasures^f co-operation with* 
the powers of the continent we ought not to 
lose sight of our own separate security:* 
The prospective apprehension of these 
distant and contingent dangers to our¬ 
selves cught not to iiuluci;ds to withhold 
ur to relax our efforts for others ; their 
speedier downfall would but hasten the 
crisis to our struggle, it ought not to 
make us distrust the sincerity of their ef¬ 
forts in Uieir own cause: They may 
be, it is true, hereafter (as many oftheoi 
already h.'.ve been) found to act against 
u^; but ilieir hostility to us must be 
preceded by their own* ruin; and w« 
Amy well believe it their desire to avoid 
an extremity which cannot be hurtful 
sous,, till it has first been fatal to them¬ 
selves. But we may uatura11y.atid justifi¬ 
ably ehdeavouis nay, we are bound 
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every principle of sound policy to endea¬ 
vour, to comqine in all our continental 
measures, with the consideration of'what is 
immediately useful to others, that of what 
be ultimately not prejudicial to our¬ 
selves. It is good to be generous -to 
others. But to ourselves also we owe a 
duty of self preseraration. and that mea¬ 
sure is the most prudent, the most suit¬ 
able, and the most advantageous, which, 
while it advances the common cause, in 
the first instance, does so in a manner 
consistent with ouB own permanent si^cu- 
rity, which gives strength to.tho combin¬ 
ed efforts of our allies, and at t!>e same 
time fortifies us for the separate con¬ 
test which we may have to carry on here¬ 
after, unaided and alone. Upon these 
grounds the kirk's ministers acted in ad¬ 
vising the late Expedition ; and by these 
principles I desire that hieasure may he 
tried. The House then will sec that I 
must disclaim altogether one mode of ar¬ 
gument by which the Expeditionha^ been 
condemned, that of estimating it solely 
by its utility as a diversion in favour of 
Austria. That it had that effect, that it 
was calculated to have that effect; and 
that that was.of itself a most important 
object is true. It is true that when Austria 
had taken up arms against France and 
was likely to furnish employment for the 
great gn^ss of the French army, this 
country was bound to afford every pos¬ 
sible assis'^nce to that power, not only 
from the recollection of past alliance, but 
from a strong sense of commoh interest. 
But the question still remained in what 
manner that assistance could be af¬ 
forded most conveniently for us as 
> well as most ;idvantageously for Austria: 
how the application of any British force 
might be rendered at once most beneScial 
to the cause of Austria, and conducive, or 
at least not detrimental, to the permanent 
■ecurity of this country. The Expedi¬ 
tion to the Scheldt therefore, as it is not 
to be considered on the one hand, as hav¬ 
ing been undertaken for an object purely 
selfish on our pait, so is it not to be Judged 
in its result by considerations exclusively^ 
connected with the cause and the interests* 
of Austria. It must be viewed wit^ re¬ 
ference to both these object?; am} Wiien 
to viewed, 1 am persuaded, that it will ap¬ 
pear to every reflecting mind, to have been 
not only wisely planned; but the very 
-best measure that, all things considered, 
could at the’time have been undertaken, 
a it Bppttn by the papers upon the 
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table, that the project of an Expedition to 
the Scheldt did not originate in the Aia- 
trian war. Undoubtedly it did not An 
attack upon Walcbcren was not a novel 
project with the government of this coun¬ 
try. It had been ^ frequently for many 
years past in the coniempiation of the 
British cabinet. It neither grew out of 
the Austrian war tlurefore, nor did it ori¬ 
ginate with the particular administration 
by which it was undertaken. The mea¬ 
sure had been meditated and discussed by 
several successive administrertions, when 
the temptations were much less, and the 
difficulties much greater than at the pe¬ 
riod now in question. The importance 
qf the object had grown with the growing 
naval strength of the enemy in that quar¬ 
ter; and never had any occasion at once 
so favourable and sc> urgent presented 
itself for such an eiiterpriae, as that, which 
occurred at the time when the late arma¬ 
ment was fitted out. Nothing can be 
farther from my thoughts, than any inten¬ 
tion to apply the circulnstance, which I 
am now to mention, in the way of recri¬ 
mination, against the Bon. gentlemen on 
the opposite side of the House: but 1 am 
almost sure that it must be in their recol¬ 
lection as it is in mine, that the noble lord, 
whom I had the honour to succeed in the 
office^ which I lately held in his majesty’s 
government, and to whose talents and 
sagacity I am disposed to pay every ima¬ 
ginable respect, did, in a debate which 
took place very soon ^fter the change of 
the administration, of which he formed 
so distinguished a part, (a debate which, 
from one of those circumstances that some¬ 
times prevent our discussions from being 
known without our walls, was never made 
public) did strongly recommend to the 
government, then newly come into office, 
a vigilant attention to the growing naval 
means of the enemy in the Scheldt, that 
he described the accumulated facilities of 
annoy^ce af&rded to Buonaparte by the 
possessidn of the mouths and the course 
ofi that river,* and particularly pointed 
o't the ar^nal at Antwerp, as. the most 
desirable and advantageous objects of 
attack on any favourable occasion. In 
giving this iidvice, in leaving this le¬ 
gacy, in bequeathing this testamentary 
sanction for such an operation to his 
successors, that noble lord discharged a 
solemn duty, and gave a proo^' of his 
patriotssm as well as of his msdom. Even 
in the thenVate of the enemy’s naval re¬ 
sources in the Scheldt, he coasidered it at 
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an ol]ject of wakeful and anxiobs jealousy 
and alarm to the government of this coun¬ 
try. I have therefore that noble lord's 
authority; I do not say for the precise 
detail and plan of this Expedition; but for 
the principle and object of it,—for seizing ^ 
the earliest opportunity to effect the de- | 
stuiction, if possible, of the enemy’s naval I 
force and arsenals in the Scheldt, i have | 
the authority of that noble lord, who had 
successively filled the two departments of 
the state that b;est qualified him to judge of 
this questionfthe admiralty, and the office 
in which I had the honour to succeed 
him; first, for the importance of the ob¬ 
ject ; and, in the second place, for the 
practicability of the undertaking, or, a^ 
least, the justifiableness of the risk. And, 
if such were the noble lord’s opinions at 
the period to which 1 refer, I will ask any 
hon. gent, what was then the state of 
Antwerp; what was its real importance, 
at the time when that noble lord be¬ 
queathed this warning to his successors, 
compared with its condition and import¬ 
ance at the period, when the Expedition 
was actually undertaken? It must be 
quite uniieccssary to recal to the recol¬ 
lection of the House the active and un¬ 
ceasing attention, which Buonaparte had, 
during the whole of the intervening time, 
paid to his navy, and the boasts‘whij^h he 
uniformly held out to Europe of his grow¬ 
ing naval power. To check the growth 
of that power w-as surely an object well 
worth.every eilurt; and worth, that which 
must attend every effort upon a large 
scale—the hazard of failure. It was an 
object, the success of which, if vioved in 
its effect, upon the general scale of the 
war, would have been important in the 
highest degree as lowering the pride and 
naval power of the enemy: viewed in its 
relation to the maritime war between this 
country and Fi*ance, it was equally re¬ 
commended by every consideration of 
national pride, of safety, anti of economy. 
Tlie destruction of the arsenafs in the 
Scheldt might have spared us the neces¬ 
sity of a.fieet in the Downs^r of a fleet 
at.Yarm'bi^h, and either left that amount, 
of naval force disposable for other ser¬ 
vices f or enabl«Kl us by auch retrench¬ 
ment the inore cfftctually to aid our al¬ 
lies, or the better to support the burden 
of a protracted warfare. Independently 
thereti^re of anv consideration .of the 
Austrian war^ aii Expedition thtf Scheldt 
was perhaps the etlort best calculated to 
pronvote the essential interests of Grekt 
Biitain. 
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I have thus briefly stated the general 
rounds upon which the Expedition was 
rn resolved upon, and by which 
selves that resolution, would in my opi* 
nion, be altogether justified. Then came 
the Austrian war, and then came urgent 
applications from Austria for assistance.— 
Applications which indeed were scarcely 
necessary ; because we were called upon 
by every principle of the most obvious 
policy, and every consideration of the 
strongest self-interest, to afford to her in 
her Arduous and critic^ struggle' all the 
succour and support in our power. With 
this disposition, the question w;hich first 
arose was, how the assistance which we 
vv^re both bound and willing to aflbrd, 
could be rendered most effectual in sup¬ 
port of the cause of Austria. And I can 
confidently aver, that if, in*the state in 
which our deterifiinatibn then was in re¬ 
spect to the Scheldt, any other destination 
could have begn pointed out for an £x- 
pcditjpn, piore obviously serviceable to 
Austria, and affording an equal or a rea¬ 
sonable prospect of‘success ; the superior 
interest which this country had in the 
success of an attack upon the Scheldt, 
would not alone have determined us against 
a change of destination. If other consi¬ 
derations were equally balanced, the ob¬ 
vious and essential interests of this coun¬ 
try miglit fairly be allowed tq Uim the 
scale. But not only was there no other 
destination pointed out in whidi Austria^ 
might be more effectually aided, and 
which it was necessary to sacrifice to our 
pre-conceived partiality for the Scheldt: 
but 1 will venture to suy, that after a full 
and fair consideration of every suggestion 
which was offered t(^ us, there was no one * 
point to which an Expedition could have 
gone, which, exclusively of the separate 
interests of this country, could from its 
general importance, policy, arid practica¬ 
bility,•be placed in competition with the 
capture or destruction of Antwerp. There 
are obviously two modes of aiding the ef¬ 
forts of an ally ; the one to support him 
by direct co-operation with his armies in 
the field ; the other by a formidable di¬ 
version todjstract the attention of the etld- 
iny and to relieve our ally from some 
part pf the pressure of the vast military 
force concentrated against him. I should- 
certainly not have thought it necessary to 
establisn by argument the impracticabi¬ 
lity of a direct*military co-ojueration with 
Austria in the situation to which the con¬ 
tinent was at that period reduced, if I ba4 
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not hcdiU some of the hon. gontlcaen op¬ 
posite contend that we sliould have sent 
our Expedition to the hoiUKU of the Adri¬ 
atic, to Trieste, in order to act in conjunc¬ 
tion with the Austrians; I know not ex¬ 
actly where, but I suppoH. hy petietraling 
through the Tyrol to Suabia; an idea 
so utterly extravagant and ab*urd, that 
the mention of it has iillcd me with ania;5e- 
ment. Have the hon. gentlemen, who 
expressed their approbation of .such, a 
plan, lellecced upon the didiculiics and 
dangers of sending a fleet of transport, 
crowded with troops, upon such a voyage, 
through the streighu of Gibraltar, along 
the Medilerranean, and up the Adriatn,*, 
to a destinalton, at which it might arrive 
three or four months after it sailed, and 
two or three months after the junction fur 
which it wai^sentout, was no longer either 
useful or attainable ? Have they con^si- 
dered the enormous preparations, the im¬ 
mense tonnage, and the inordinate ex¬ 
penditure ivliicii it wouli have required 
to place nu army in a lu'tnalion to ta^c the 
field after such a voyage, at such a dis¬ 
tance, and in countries so little prepared 
to receive us ? With respect to the other 
mode of direqt co-operaiion, the landing 
with a British force ip lower Italy, it is 
only necessary to state, that that expe¬ 
riment was tried to a certain (ixtent. Ai\d 
'was only desisted from, when it was in- 
contestibly found, that the further prose- 
jCution of it was useless in consequence of 
the retreat of the archduke John : with 
whose operations alone those of sir John 
Stuart could have been combined, and 
how would this same retreat have ope¬ 
rated upon the notable expedition to 
Trieste, if nnfortunatgly it had been adopt¬ 
ed ? Why, iho consequence it appears 
would have been, that our arinainent, on 
its arriviil at Triesie, would Inuc found 


employed ; but never hinted at, still less 
rccumiueiided, the impracticable scheme 
of an Expedition to Trieste. 

The points, to which Austria did pro¬ 
pose to the British government to direct 
its attention, were distinctly and speclli- 
cally these—1st, That an attempt shouUl 
be made by a British force Ujmii Italy, 
2(iiy, That our operations'in the peninsula 
should be continued,—and '5dly, That we 
should endeavour to operate a diversion 
in her favour by lauding an army in tlic 
North ofCtcimany. Tiiese *'cre the pro- 
posiiiunsactnally made and .strongly urged 
by the Austrian government. With re¬ 
spect to (ho fii'at, an attack on the side of 
Italy, I have already stated that sucli an 
attempt was made, and that it was only 
desisted IVuiu when a perseverance in it 
on our part coutu longer be productive 
of any benefit to the cai.'ie of Austria. As 
to the second proposition,the continuance 
of our cdliu’ts in the peninsuh!, I need 
scarcely oUserve, that the Briti.sh govern* 
ment has fully complioJ with the desire 
of' Austria in this respect, because e>ery 
gentleman who hears me mu.st be aw'arc, 
that our operations in the peninsula, so far 
from having been slackened or suspended, 
w'crc pursued with unremitting earnestness 
and exertion. 

It remains only to consider the 3d and 
last |)oint recommemled by Austria for 
the employment of a Bi itisli force, namely 
the North of Germany. Gentlemen have 
dwelt with much emphasis, upon the great 
advantages which w'ould have been de¬ 
rived in aid of such an Ex|)edition 
from the insurrections then known to 
exist in that quarter, and from the spirit 
of disallrction so prevalent throughout the 
wiiolcof the population ofGermany, which 
the fir.si success of the British arnii would 
have called forth into active and universal 


the Eronch in possession of that place, hostility against the common enemy, 
and no Austrian army or inliu.wy force But, I have always been of opinion, and 
within 300 mHcs of it. And then what have hipl occasion, more than once, to de¬ 
mercy should \vc have found at the hands dare that opinion in this House, that to 
of our present accuseis. ifwc had pleaded CT^pitc such insurrections, without having 
that when the Expedition sailed forsooth, the means j.>f alFording eilectual perraa- 
wc hat] every reason to thiiik that it neiit protection to the insurgeiiU, is, an 
would be in time ? ' act of the greatest cruelty as well as im- 

Imust, however, beg h ave 'n i his place policy. ^ 

to slate, in justice to tiie AusUian govern- Undoubtedly suchin.>urrections,h(Avevtr 
ment, that the idea of requiring us to send temporary*, might possibly have ope- 
out a British force to Trieste, nevn-viitei- rated for the monmnt as a partial re¬ 
ed into their contemplation. Austria un-. lief to Austria, by drawing olF a poitioa 
questionably did, as wasjiaturnlly.to he of EuosiaparUVs troops, or detaining the 
expected,, point out several modes, by reinforcemdu.s destined fof his army on 
which the torce of this country could be the Danube. But that advantage would 
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also belong to tlie Expedition to the 
Scheldt. So therefore the two rival des¬ 
tinations might be considered as equal. 
They were then to be compared as to 
their respective probabilities of success. 
Supposing these probabilities equal also ; 
then and then only would be to be con¬ 
sidered the bailee of advantage to this 
country in favour of the Scheldt. But 
supposing the failure in Germany tbe’more 
likely, how would the evil of that failure 
be aggravated by the miseries which it 
would bring? upon the unfortunate peo¬ 
ple who had been induced to johi us ! 
Gentlemen declaim against the Expedi¬ 
tion to the Scheldt, merely because the 
objects of that Expedition, the capture of 
ships and the destruction ofnaval arsenals^ 
fix upon it the suspicion of a selfish mo¬ 
tive. They appear to me to carry aprin- 
ciple, good in itself, much too far. When¬ 
ever any partial or temporary interest of 
our own clashes with a permanent and 
vital of an ally, our temporary 

interest ought ci^rtainly to give way; 
but to put our own interests of any descrip¬ 
tion altoiri'ther out oFview, merely for the 
purpose of avoiding a possible iqiputalion 
of selfishness from a perverse construc¬ 
tion of our motives, would be absurd and 
romantic in the exticnic. At all events 
let those who feel such an exli'emc^dcli- 
cacy in this point consent to carry that 
delicacy a little further, and npniv il 
where it is at least equally applicab’e, 
to the .case of those districts of (Jermany 
which the approach of a British army 
would have roused to in.<;urrccti(pi, and 
wiiieh its retreat would have to the ven¬ 
geance of their oppressors, and let them 
consider whether a temporary success to 
our own arms, ora partial relief to Austria, 
would have been legitimately purchased 
by such a sacrifice of those whom we pre¬ 
tended to deliver, but should, in truth, by 
such a course betray.* 

If indeed we could have hoped 4o effect 
their permanontdelivcrauce, the case would 
have been widely differentr In that cose 
the Nort^ of Germany would ^inquestiona- 
bly have b^en the chosen scene of our 
exertions. But what was the chance of 
such.success ? « • 

No long period* has elapsed, since a 
British army was actually sent t(*the Nor^h 
of Germany to co-operate against-France, 
and it l^as been attempted to be argued, 
that those, who were parties to,•or who 
approved ih’e sending out that former Ex¬ 
pedition (which -arrived in Germany juSt 
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in time to learn the is<iue of the fatal bat¬ 
tle of Auslerlitz), could have no possible 
justification, for not having sent the lata 
Expedition to the same destination. Bat 
here I must beg of gentlemen, to consider 
the difference in the situation of affairs at 
these different periods: and to compare 
the state of Europe at the time, when the 
former armament was sent to the north of 
Germany, with the situation to \vhich il 
bad been reduced at the period, when the 
Expedition to the Scheldt was under¬ 
take}!. On the former»occasion a formi¬ 
dable Russian army was combatting, in 
support of the Austrian monarchy; and, 
with the emperor at its head, was already 
participating in the main operations of the 
campaignanother Russian force of 
I.^,000 mt*n was advancing in the north ; 
and with a corps of I5,000*Swedes was 
ready to take lhc*firld^ri conjunction with 
our Expedition. Denmark was neutral; 
the power of Rrussia was whole and un- 
broVey; Oiul though, her neutrality was 
cold, perhaps it vy:as not a mere profession; 
the strength and character of her armies 
made her policy respected, and preserved 
her territory from French violatiom 
Compare with this description, which 
every hon. meriibci*niiist admit to be just, 
the situation of the north of Germany last 
Y<iar, when •we were invited bv the Aus- 
trian government to make a .diversion 
there in its favour: Rus-sia, instead of be¬ 
ing leagued against France, wa!l now her 
most obsequious and ilcvoted ally; Den¬ 
mark our enemy; the mliitary power of 
Prussia no longer forniidablK even by re¬ 
putation, but broken down in one disas¬ 
trous batOe, tiu* sequel of a disastrous po¬ 
licy. And the whrsje f:ic*3 of Germany, • 
once covered w'ith indepemlent and re¬ 
spectable states, MOW strewed with the 
fragments ot her antumt institutions; and, 
presenting nothing in their room, buten- 
ieeblccV or usurped governments, all 
leagued with, or subservient to France. 
Such was the state of things, in which we 
were invited to send an army to the north 
of Germany. Let us consider a little 
the detail of such an operation. Could we 
have sent our army upon any other con¬ 
dition, or with any other view than that 
it shovld return to England in the winter? 
No one of those who have most strenu- 
dusly contended for the policy of a diver¬ 
sion in'the north of Germany, has ven¬ 
tured* to go the length of stating that it 
would have been politic to risk the fate of 
a British army ■during the winter inHhat 
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part of the continent. The times are in¬ 
deed long passed, when foreign armies, 
moving in great masses, could maintain 
themselves like a separate state, a nation 
among nations, in the heart of Germany, 
for many successive seasons: the circum¬ 
stances of Europe are completely changed 
since any such comprehensive plan of 
continuous operations could have been 
practicable; and, at all events, the force 
we could spare tor such an undertaking 
must have been so small as to be wholly 
inadequate to th^ accomplishment V;f it. 
With whatever good fortune, therefore, it 
might have commenced its career, it must 
have been finally withdrawn before the 
winter. And I shudder at the calamities, 
that would have been brought upon the 
unfortunate inhabitants, who, having been 
induced to take up arms upon the faith of 
British protection; muSi have been left 
exposed to all the vindictive outrages of 
exasperated tyranny, whenever the pro¬ 
gress of the seasons, independent of‘nii- 
ntary disasters, should render it indis¬ 
pensable for the British army to retire. 

But this is not all. It is not alone a hu¬ 
mane consideration for the sufierings, that 
might have been entailed upon the wretch¬ 
ed inhabitants, nor even a regard for the 
ultimate security of the British army, that 
rendered an Expedition to (the north />f 
* Germany, in my opinion, inexpedient and 
impolitic. Thr're were other considera¬ 
tions, whkh could not be safely overlooked 
at a time when such an Expedition was in 
agitation. Broken down and humbled as 
Prussia was, she still had an army, which, 
though unable to make head against 
France, might yet have been very formida¬ 
ble against the liinited force, which we 
could have sent out to Germany. With 
that army the British army, in the course 
of its operations, must have came in con¬ 
tact; andj if that were likely, (nay rather 
if it was impo^ible to avoid it,) 1 will ask, 
whether, under all the circumstances of 
Europe, it would have been prudent in us 
to have involved ourselves in active hos- 
Ulitieswitb Prussia, or, on the other hand, 
if any thing like an understanding should 
appear to have existed between Prussia' 
and us, would it not have furnished Buona- 

f tart4 with a plausible pretext for, wrest¬ 
ing from the ihonarch of that country the 
bauble of a sceptre, and tearing from- his 
bead the mockery of a crown, which be is 
Still allowed to wear ^ If then these would 
have been tlie consequences that would 
hare resulted froni an Expedition to the : 
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north of Germany, need more be said to 
shew, that it was the bounden duty of his 
Majesty's government to ,pau5e before 
they should undertake it; nay* that they 
are fully justified in having declined the 
undertaking after the most grave and ma¬ 
ture deliberation ? 

All this would be true, even on the 
supposition that the insurrections in Ger¬ 
many had risen to such.a height without 
our interference, as to hold out some 
temptation to an enterprize of this kind. 
Without such a temptation, to be sure, the 
hostile invasion of Germany would have 
been madness. But after all, what was 
actually at the time the state of these insur¬ 
rections? What progress had they made, 
or what assistance were tliey likely to af¬ 
ford to our efiorts, if an expedition from 
(vreat Britain had bc^'n sent thither ? A 
bold and adventurous soldier (Schill) im¬ 
pelled by loyalty and national zeal, though 
unauthorised by his sovereign, took up 
arms against the common enemy, and hav¬ 
ing assembled a few foilowers commenc¬ 
ed art intrepid but short lived career of 
active hostility and daring enterprize— 
The Prince of Hesse, seeking the recovery 
of the dominions of which he had been 
tyrannically deprived by Buonaparte, was 
employed in raising a corps of partisans— 
and the gallantDukc of Brunswick, anxious 
to rhvenge the wrongs sustained by his 
illustrious house, had placed himself at 
the head of a small but chosen body of 
troops, and was enabled, partly by the 
bravery of his followers, and partly by 
the good will of the people, to traverse the 
whole of the north of Germany unmolested, 
defeating several corps of the enemy, his 
superiors in number, on the way.—This 
was the sum of the insurrections in the 
north of Germany. The little obstruction 
given to the different bodies of troops in 
arms, was undoubtedly a proof of the 
disposition of the m:ass of the inhabitants ; 
hut that disposition though friendly was 
inactive'and quiescent. Splendid as they 
were as in.stahces of individual heroism, 
these partial and detached exertions 
suVely did not amount to such dn expres¬ 
sion of national will, nor hold out such as¬ 
surance of general concert, as would alone 
have justified a landing in the north of 
Germany# in reliance upon the co-opera- 
iion of the people. It was surely incum¬ 
bent upon us before we embarked in such 
a momentous enterprize, to compare our 
means with' the end; to weigh against the 
possible advantage the. certain sacrifice; 
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and to keep ever uppermoi^t in our. con- 
templotion tbe dreadful suileriiigs, that its 
failure or even its partial success would 
draw down upon (he population of Ger¬ 
many. The feelings of humanity no less 
than considerations of prudence were 
against the measure, nor could Austria 
justly expeci, nor could we consistently 
ahbrd her, temporary relief, which it 
is admitted she might liave gained, at the 
expence of so much certain and perma¬ 
nent injury to others. 

The course which his Majesty’s govern¬ 
ment, on the contrary, did actually tjfiic, 
was calculated to promote alike tlie in¬ 
terests of our ally and our own, to a de¬ 
gree in all probability much greater, and 
in a manner free from tlic objection of 
injustice. 

Sir;—I understand that in a "French 
newspaper, published irumc-diatcly under 
the eye of the government at Paris, in an 
account of some former debate in this 
House, expressions have been imputed to 
me importing that, when the Expedition 
sailed Ibr the Scheldt, 1 looked for and ex¬ 
pected an active co-operation from the 
people of Flanders and Holland. The 
words o^ so insigiiificaiil an ^ individual 
as mysedf could hardly be worth the trou¬ 
ble of misrepresentation—nor should I 
think myself warrant<’d to lake up tbe 
time of the [loii'io in setting such ‘tnisre- 
prcsentaiioii tight—wore it not that, from 
the official situation which 1 hail the ho¬ 
nour to fill, wlion this euterprize was mi- 
clertakeii, 1 might be supposed to speak 
from some ascertained knowledge of the 
dispositions ofihc inhabiUuits of the coun¬ 
tries in rtu* stion : and a declaration, taken 
to be official, might be used to their wrong. 

1* think it right, therefore, to avail my¬ 
self of this opportunity to deny that 
I ever uttered* such an expression; I will 
go farther, and f.urly and truly state that 
no expectation of •the kind was enter¬ 
tained, and that one consideiMtion wlti>ch 
mainly rrcomiucnded ihc* Ex|fctiTlidoii lo 
the iSchcIdt to my mind, as the aii'-'ence 
ofany.^uch view erexpectaiion. J Kinw wc 
had nol^a force, and I <lid think iti'wa-- 
our policy, to engage in a sv-riein of con“» 
tineiital operations. The same objections 
winch I#lelt to the Nortfi of Gtimany 
would have weighed with me against 
Antwerp, if it had been |n*oposed tolne 
to go in search of insurrections. I agreer^ 
to tfae*Expedition to the Scheldt a mili¬ 
tary, not p'bliticai, enterprise; as aa en- 
terprize of destructive hostility/not,of 
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conciliatory co-operation. I hail np hope 
of comiuering through Flanders; or of 
keeping Flanders against France; or of 
liberating Holland by penetrating itsfron<* 
tier from the Scheldt, J5iit I did think 
aotl do think .still, that a great hlo\Y was 
to be struck against the pride and power 
f Buonaparte, by the desiruction of his 
fleet and arsenals. I wished for no longer 
occupation, tiian might be sufficient for 
this purpose, and this I expected to gain, 
iiot by the coimiiance of the inhabitants, 
buSsby furccj and by taking them unpre¬ 
pared. indeed, if I nere to Jay my 
iiiiger upon that spot of subjugated Eu¬ 
rope, which has suHercd the least from 
French tyranny and oppression, and where 
iKercforc co-oporation was least to be ex¬ 
pected, 1 should point out Aiuwerp. Be¬ 
fore the Frcncli revolution, Antwerp was 
in a state of cottij.-araiivc desolation ; her 
fonner grealness had vanished ; her pros¬ 
perity was extinguished; her trade an¬ 
nihilated ; ii^r population was dwin¬ 
dled^ aiicl the grass growing in herstreets, 
formerly the crowded haunts of industry 
and commerce. To this wretched state 
had Antv.erp been reduced, iiot-by nature 
but by treaty, not by any moral or physi¬ 
cal defect, but by tile arts of the diploma¬ 
tist and the dash of a pen ; and, from the 
destructive ei’/ects of a rcstiiction so im- 
po.-»ed, wa.s she liberated inconsequence of 
iicr annexation lo France. Kcitlicr was 
there any thing of attachmyit to her 
foiMi'.'V ooveiiMv.. ni. to ccunteract the ua- 
'nval inlJiicnci' <d*Iier ; resent prospcrily; 
and it v.as agu'iist (he sources of that [iros- 
pcriiy, i:er grov\ ing maritime greatness 
that this blov, was aimed. From tiic po¬ 
pulation* of Aiuwoijj, tiiercforc no aid or^ 
co-oj>era'ion was to be cxpecled. They* 
alone, pci'Vtps, of all lliv inhabitants of 
(hr continent oonld sufler by being re¬ 
placed in the Mtnilion, in which they had 
been |^re\ioo*r lothc Ficuch revolution. Ou 
wli.it then did we groiuid bur hopes tii’suc- 
I hav jt..ted <»•) o’r own means and 
tiedr \\.ar,t of |>ai itifu. Lnooubtcdly 
ur lied exj'.ei'ttd lo be ablo to take Ant¬ 
werp by Mirpii-'C ; and no lutd * very rea¬ 
son to .siipjio^c it would be f(iund in such a 
state fiuni^a!! the iiifemialien wliich had 
b<^cn prcwieo'-lv coliccLed upon the sub¬ 
ject.* That the inlbrrnation, upon which 
it^at cxpeelation was fmuulrd, wascoiiect, 
has since been uniMpiivocally proved. I 
^ refer, as the satisfactojy proof on 

tin's point, to certain articles which were 
published in the Mouiteur^ at ihtL tii&« 
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Trii^D the destination of the Expedition was 
first publicly known at Paris, purporting 
to be the oracial correspondence between 
Buonaparte and his minister of war; and 
manifestly ptiblif^hed with a view to make 
Ihfe people of France believe, that Ant- 
ifrerp had not been incautiously neglected. 
This correspondence set forth, that our 
Expedition had been originally intended 
for Spain, but that, in consequence of the 
conclusion of theannistice between Frauce 
and Austria, its destination was subse¬ 
quently changed.. An assertion wllich 
we know to be false, and which could 
have no object but to excuse the not 
having made timely preparations at 
Antwerp. This is a construction of itsejf 
sufiicientiy evident, but is made still 
more so by the order with which this cor¬ 
respondence »was followed. An order, 
commanding the (*oi8 d’armes and the 
garde nationale to marcli to Antwerp, im¬ 
mediately, and to put that city in a perfect 
state of defence. Most unqucstiopaljly 
if that city had been previously secure 
against attack, it would not have been ne¬ 
cessary to issuc an order calling for the 
services of comparatively irregular troops 
for the purpose, of putting it into a proper 
slate for defence. a measure is a 

virtual admission, that Anlwcrj) was in an 
unprepared state ; that the oneiF^y was taken 
hy surpgizc. It is an evidence derived from 
the enemy himself, of the wisdom of the 
original plian of tlie Expedition and of the 
original probability of its success. 

Bui it has been urged with a great ap¬ 
parent triumph against his Majesty's mi¬ 
nisters, either that they had not foreseen 
the difiiculties encountered in the progress 
of the Expedition, or that having been 
aware of llmse diflficulties aijd dangers, 
and having yet sent out the armament 
under all these discouragements, they are 
more deeply respon*«ib!c: for all the conse¬ 
quences of it. Lindoubtedly his Mrjesty’s 
ministers did foresee clifficultios in the 
course which they were pursuing, (and 
what great military measure can bo expect¬ 
ed to be wholly free from them) but the 
■ difficulties which they foresaw were not of 
a nature to preclude a rational prospect of 
success. If I am to judge by what I have 
heard in the course of thi» discussion, 
gentlemen think that, before any expedi¬ 
tion should ever sail from our shoves, 
Majesty’s ministers should not only have 
an absolute certainty of ultimate success} 
but should ali^o trace out to the respective 
poonaaoders every step, by whicktoey are 
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to proceed in the execution of the service 
intrusted to them. In that case no Expe¬ 
dition would ever be undertaken: for 
what mortal fon*aight can take in all the 
possible casualties that may occur to defeat 
the ol>jecl ? or who would undertake to 
furnish a general with a detailed plan of 
all the operations which he may have to 
execute, without leaving him any discre¬ 
tion to depart under any circumstances, 
from the strict line of his insti uctions ; 
considering how much must always de¬ 
pend upon contingencies which cannot be 
foreseen, as well as upon observations 
made, and information collected upon tbO 
spot. A man engaged in a game of chess, 
may, without any question, by taking cer¬ 
tain moves on the part of his adversary 
for granted, insure his own success. But 
then if his adversary should vary from the 
course which he assumes for him, all his 
hopes would he frustrated, and all his 
plans would fall to the ground. All that 
can, upon this point, be required of a go¬ 
vernment, is, that they Should in the first 
place select a proper object to justify the 
attempt by its importance, and where 
there may be a probable prospect of suc¬ 
cess: that their views, rospei^ing such 
object should be communicated without re¬ 
serve to the generals commanding, to 
wlioiii at the same time should he left a 
certain degree of discielinn as to the 
means of executing the service ; and that 
they should provide adequate means for 
carrying any plan that may be deter¬ 
mined upon iiito execution. Much hat 
been said as to the insufliciency of the 
means provided for the regular siege of 
Antwerp: but in this objection it is as¬ 
sumed that a regular siege was necessary 
for its reduction. The expectation of the 
government certainly was, that it would 
be taken by surprise and carried by bom- 
burdnient or by an assault. Much censure 
has also been bestowed upon his Majesty'# 
nnnisters for having undertaken the expe¬ 
dition at Vil in opposition to the declared 
opinions of the'bomiriandcr in cliiefand of 
colonel Gordon, and much stress is laid 
upon a particular expression of Fhc latter 
officer, viz. “ that it w'aa a desperate enter¬ 
prise.” It appears to me that this ex¬ 
pression does not bear'out the interpreta¬ 
tion which has been given to it. It i# 
clearly used by colonel Gordon in a col¬ 
loquial sense, but h«n. gentlemen extract 
from itvnor^ than its strict,etymological 
meaning; and insist, that according to 
colonel Gordon, the enterprise wa# sadifft- 

2 



341] PARLr DEBATES, Maech 120, 

«ult and bassardous, aa, if undertaken, (o 
preelude all hope of .succe.ss, and to in¬ 
clude every ground of failure. 

Great efforts, I observe, have on the 
other hand been made lo disparage the 
opinions of general Brownri^c;, and with 
this view particul.irly it has been urged 
against him th^t he had not staled the au¬ 
thorities upon which those opinions were 
founded. I obscive indeed, that those 
gentlcinc-n who seem to set so high a 
value on authorities, never once thought 
of calling foT the authorities upon which 
the opinions of those officers were founded 
whose testimony appeared in any degree 
to bear against the government. But so 
minute, so anxious are they in scrutinizing 
and sifting every thing that favours his 
Majesty's ministers, that if general Brown- 
rigg had quoted authorities for his opinion, 

1 am convinced they would have called 
for the authorities of these authorities, and 
so on, until at length they should airivc 
at some point where they could make a 
stand and withhold belief. An old Indian 
mythology affirms that this globe is sup¬ 
ported by an elephant: a quc.stion arises, 
what supports the elephant ? the. answer is 

a tortoise well, and upon what does 
the tortoise rest ? to that queslioii the my- 
thologi-it affords no answ’er. And in like 
manner general Brownrigg's authorities 
must have had some end, and so the hon. 
gentlemen would find at last some ground 
of doubt, and some excuse for incredulity. 

It lias been ni¥ch insisted upon as a 
ground of charge against the government, 
that the opinion of lord Chalhnm.had not 
been taken upon the policy and practica¬ 
bility of the Expedition; but upon what 
ground does such a charge rest ? A.s a 
cabinet minister lord Chatham was a 
party to the principle, ami by liaving ac¬ 
cepted the command in chief lie. rendered 
himself more particularly n sponsible for 
its execution. There is a story which.I 
remember to have heard mure tji^u once 
from an hon. member of thi^ Mouse lu.w no 
more (Mr, Fox), of two getu r.iJs in fhc 
French s^vicc, one of whouf addr'^ssing 
bisMroops*at the commcnccnunt of a 
battle or an assault, used tosay,<' uilez mes 
«nfaiis;'^ the other allons*nies enfans." 
The latter was tiie more popular com¬ 
mander, as he shewed bis confidence in 
tlie enterprise and his expectation of suc¬ 
cess, by his willingness to share in the 
perils and the glory of the attempt. Upon 
the same principle the hon. genHemep 
may infer lord Chatham’s approbation of 
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the Expedition, from his consenting, by thtt 
acceptance of the command, to associate 
himself with its operations and its success. 

In reply to all that has been said, as to 
ihc impracticability of taking Antwerp by 
surprise, the noble lord on the bench be¬ 
hind me (lord Castlcreagh) has very ap* 
positeiy quoted the case of Copenhagen ; 
that case unfortunately, however, ** was 
not to the taste of the hon. gentlemen op* 
pv site For, say they, Copenhagen 
was^tuken too much by surprise: And 
besides, the inhabiiaiifs of Copenhagen 
w'ere filled with such indignation against 
us for the unprovoked attackthat— 
what? why “ that they surrendered tho 
city, without making all the resistance 
which the state of its defences would have 
allowed." This was, certainly, the oddest 
efi'ect of indignation, that 1 have ever 
hF.ard of; that it should diminish energy, 
and facilitate surrender; instead of ani¬ 
mating and exasperating hostility, and 
deter miniirg men to defend themselves to 
the last extremity! 

But, if instances are necessary to 
prove the practicability of carrying sucb 
a place as Antwerp by u coup-dc-mairtg 
they present themselves to*recollection in 
abtmdancc. We cannot forget how the 
strong fortresses of Breda, Bergen-op* 
Zoom, and *the other fortified place.s iir 
Duti-h Flanders, and Brabant, fell Without 
a struggle before Dumouiier g;i the in¬ 
fancy of the French revolution. These 
instancp.s, however, will peihap.s be set 
aside by the hon. gentlemen as easily, and 
certainty with more plausibility tlKin Co¬ 
penhagen. Their fall was (lio ellict of 
rei'olutioAary principles, it will be said- , 
They were half canqueri'd before the 
enemy appeared under their walls. Let 
us go back then to ibnuer wars, when no 
such extraneous principles, operated upon 
the fate of fortitied loviuis, and we shall fimt 
a regular fortification, Praoue, surrendering 
upon a homhardment of seven dav*^> W« 
shall find Sc-hwcidniiz in Silt^sia, u fortre.ss 
de med impregiuiblc, yet taken and' re¬ 
taken by surprize, I think three several 
times, between the year 1747 and J76I, 
and a fuurtii time, I believe, in 1762, but 
then lo he sure by a regular siege. Tha 
three •fhriner captures were by coup^de^ 
t^ain. Jf I were to go farther back still, 

1 might.refer to the case of Lerida in Cata- 
luiiia, before which the great Conde failed 
m a regular siege, and yet,- when after¬ 
wards inve.stcd by^ the duke of Orleans, tlie 
place was .carried by assault in a fortmglS 
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It is not my object to prove by these 
insiaucesout of the numberlcsh cases of a 
similar descrifitioii that could be quoted, 
that, because places dernied secure against 
such a mode of att.uk have sometiines 
been reduced by ^ conp-ilc-in un^ tiiereftbc 
every impracllcabh' aiu-nipt a strong 
fortress, may prudtMilly br hazanled ! No 
sur[i>thing. Tlir inroi'ciu’c that 1 draw 
from the cases alluded to, is simply this, 
that, db in the progress of wars, forlrcs-ses 
of the higlust military deseriplion,, for¬ 
tresses generally’ deemed impiegiinble, 
have been reduced by summaiy means, 
it does not necessarily follow, that an ex¬ 
pedition fitted out under peculiarly fa¬ 
vourable tir< urnslanccs, for tlio attain- 
nienl of such an ol.jecl, sliould be justly 
cond» nmcd raw'll and absun!, because 
the jdai e against wJitIi it is din rlcd may 
have been, in other times, considcrcil as 
not liable to be taken nUb>'Ut legular ap- 
proar iits; Ido not mean'to say, tlia*. a 
podtiu* dependauco ought Ijy'pu.fejonce 
to be pfice.l on iinprob.e.lo contingencies, 
but ill.. \\ '! tievi.r has !u »n nor ever e.in 
be curricvl o-i, vmiIioul nuiuiiiig some 
danger, «n 1 le.,viog someiliinv lo hazard f 
Lnduubudiv' means shouiti be diligently 
propiirijonetl fo <‘mls, evciy fu'ju ticable 
ibresight shcadd bi* exeieised, tvt'iv at- 
•tainable securily tjken. d.ul a* liiile b b fo 
chance* I’S uia\ 'it\ Jhit when, after all 
that linraaii’ ‘.‘/• (ein can do, to cliaiice 
•ionietoing ini.'t ^il!l I'e left; -.vhen after 
all phy ai and nniti rral nitans incpio- 
vided. ^pIril atul eno rpiize must alter all 
tui'ii the s. a!e : i am not prepared lo cen- 
denin ail expedition beta»ise i cannor tie- 
loichn.id demoo-»iiMlc liiiu it 'vviil suc¬ 
ceed. Tlic g' iieral v»*bo st-rresKl^rul with¬ 
out 'I blow, bccaaso the eneniv ouiiium- 
Loiei! him, in a certain given p.oiyuiiion, 
nay have aet.d according n> .11 the lule.^ 
of war. \\ hen IomI l*c'o.rb )r(j.igli lO(ik 
MonJjuich, lie'aiiiiud a^uin t ail iSe prin¬ 
ciples of military caic.il'uion. l>ut I jeud 
tvith nioie deligh* of iovdi PeU *borouglds 
lomaiilic acliiev emenfs, th.n 1 do oi the 
sober and rogulnr inovenu.iis c’* his suc- 
ccKser, who proceeded wall Ilje most scru-« 
pidous regularity, lo lose back all lliut Ids 
redecessor had so irregularly won.« A 
ook came out some yeari> ago in trance 
on the subj(M.t of a carriage t r some siuji 
vehicle, vvintdi had hetn conliivctl in this 
country, 1 believe, for a wngcr at New-* 
fDaiket, to go a ceii.tin distance in d giv(*h 
tim^* The author of the hook undertook 
Improve very Icariiiedly Unit the project 
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could not possibly succeed: Tie formed 
a most elaborate calculation, according to 
the luo.st precise rules, wdiich gave the 
greatest satisfaction lo all the scientific 
of Paris. A was to represent the car¬ 
nage; B the horses; C the driver; D 
I tlie revsistance of the air; I'l the friction 
of the earth ; and P the utter impossi¬ 
bility of success. And A plus B plus 
C plus T) plus E was equal to F, and 
therefore iho project tnusi tail. While 
the book was publishing, however, llie 
wager was won; but the lovers of science 
contented themselves with aflirming that, 
though the project did succeed, it ouglit 
nut to have succeeded. Now, J>lr, J am 
ready lo admit that hon. gentlemen came 
forward wiili ibcir mathematical reason¬ 
ing undir very gi-at advantages; the 
Expedition, upon whalo ‘r grounds under¬ 
taken, lias laiird. But, whatever may be 
the leasoning on their part 1 im^t ever 
('oiiiiiid ih'.t thi.s failure has arisen from 
c.m-es, wbieli it was utteily impossdile 
tor human w iMlom or power lo controu). 
It was fdiieflv lo ili.it siaie of the winds 
by wineli iln- J'xpjditioii was eoinpelltfl 
to go mb the Hooin-j'oi, and to ibe con- 
secpieiiL impossil'ility of <\ipturmg Cad- 
saiid that liiis failure, is to he aili ihiued. 

1 will ad< any lion, gent v^ll(•t^le^, if Cad- 
sand'had heci) reduced in the first iii' 

I 

slaiieo, aiul ifie passage up the Scheldt at 
onee opened and fite, theie wouKI not 
i hav(! la Cl) good reason lo expect com- 
I pletr ultimate success ?- 
I Fium the countenances of some of the 
I hon. gfiitlemen opposite. I collect that 
ti.erc are judges in this House before whom 
1 I he accused appear un<ler great disad- 
i vanlam*. I fcdsensiblv. that 1 labour under 

I ^ ‘ 

<. .u'uleiable dill.cully in arguing tliis case 
; befoie tlio«t genthim u by W'hoin his ^la- 
'jc\siv*s niiiii.'>U IS have heretoibre been 
called on not only .to defend themselves 
for failures, but to exculpate ihemseUes 
, lor vicflqdes, and to make atonement for 
' .^ucce.ss. From those gmiilemen undoubt- 
c'^ly I am not sanguine enough to look 
, foK any veRy favmirable decisim*. Such, 

; 1 trus^ however, is not the dnspo-sitio!! of 
tlio whole House.. Tin; House will not 
make his Mifjesty*s luini.sters responsible 
for disasters which they could not prevent; 
Hor censure them .hcc^i-use the weather 
I proved unfavourable; it will not, 1 am 
persuaded, reganl with a prejudicial hai ih- 
ncs.s anti suveriiy the coudn^.i of men, to 
whom the utmost stietch of human malice 
could impute no motive but that of having 
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tletiired at great risk to their own situations 
to rentier a great stji vicr lo the country.— 
They liatl but to be sttll to be sale : but it 
never tiiti a»ulnrvert:ooltJ.c.scapothcin,tliat 
in an undertaking oi'^uch rnaguifiide and 
itazard the disciftiii and unpopularity to 
be incurred by laDiirc infimtidy couriicr- 
balancctl any cretht that would be gi^en 
(u them bj itn*!] «* ‘pou5 »n« tor :>UcCt ss. 

I’ur, Sir, in ali djcn^sions upon the 
evinl> oi’ Hu* I obstjrvo biat ki»nio 

gentloinou ine!(; (uit a very {lilK if-iit nuu- 
hurr judgi^:nt to the ;;c!i'ais and under- 
takbigs tfil tluar own rnm -nJ and 
tiio>e ot (he enemy. 'Huy unironnly 
t’nd room toi paiu'^'^oic in ibe succi 
of (he i'leiKdi loier. Nor do 1 recihle'^ 
to iuive <‘vei* lirard one ol iheni ceie sue 
the con‘lu<;t <.1* Jhmnajjarle tor tiis over¬ 
sights or Ins t'ailurcs. "he injudicious 

ajul uns!ic<’<‘.srJui i.tiin upon the 

dcleat, at Aspe^*, and tlia slmltmg him- 
selt up aittr tiiat det’ont, -n tire i .hiMd of 
Indci-lobim, a mraAer'^ iinivcjsall'e enu- 
demned i>v iiniiiiTry men, as an egregious 
eirur, and one wincli atlorded to Audria an 
opportmiitv ol <l<‘cisiv(r and <I«striutivo 
sticcLss, it l»aj)piiy advantage Jiad been 
taken ol it— these acts of rashness and niis- 
coiifluct have passed, so far as f have ob- 
ser''ed, without ainriKulver.dow. But while 
they overlook the t lnn<'^rs oi’tlie eueniv, 
and give Inni tl>e fullest credit I'nr his suc¬ 
cesses, th<‘y disjjaivigu eveiy advantage 
and cx^^ggerate every mi^loiliiue of this 
countiiv. A< cordiyg to iheir just standard 
any success on the part of the Jiriii'.h 
goveiiniient is invariably the resuit ot* 
acciefent, but failure i> evidence cf igno¬ 
rance anil iucapaciiy. But let us sup¬ 
pose the couinc of iliu campaign \>blch 
we are now discussing to iiave been in¬ 
verted, suppose the enemy to have been 
the assailant—suppose llial in<tead oi hav¬ 
ing to jiistiiy tluuusclves for having cap- 
tuied Walcluu'en, Ins Maji-stj's ministevs 
had now to defend theinsejvts f<^' having 
sulieied the Isle of Wmlit to bi^ occupied 
by the em-iny; for lia/ing allowed a 
Freueii jpi'iny lo remain tor^three whole 
maiiths in po.sRes.sien of a station menacing 
and overawing our pnn« ipa naval arsenal 
at Piirtsiiiouih.'* \V hat w ouhl be the sevei ity 
of the clittrges wIiTcIi fhetr accusers would 
then have brou^^ht against them; what 
adiiiiratioii would liav been exfiressed of 
the ei^ierpiizt: of ihu eiuniv, and what* 
epithet ot^d^sgruce left unayplied to the 
ministers who liad thus been taj^en by 
surprize.^ And yet, c.xliavagant as this 


181 0.-^Expediiion (o tho Scheldt. [3M 

supposition may sound, the continued oc¬ 
cupation of Walchcrcn by a British army 
during so many months had precisely the 
same elfcet with respect to Fiance, to 
which the .Scheldt is not less important as 
a naval port and arsenal, than Poitsmoutli 
to this country. 

The eontimicd occupation of Walcliorcn 
W’onid have been not less a blow to the 
nmntnne power, and to the pride of Buo- 
iiyparte, tlian (hat of the* Isle ofWight, by 
i'Vance, lo the power and pride of Great 
Britifin. In tliat view; in contempla¬ 
tion of iU moral cdccL u])ori the minds of 
the people of I'laiicc as much as in re- 
^pcct to its f.olid adv'.uUfigvs, 1 concurred 
j in the destination of tlie Expedition of the 
Sche ldt, I think it would have been of 
n}calcui.,blL' bu.cht that the people of 
France should see that he ecsuld not strip 
hyi ( oas^s uid couiUry«)f troops, and draw 
the whole s'.ii ii of his uimv into the 
hrea.'-t oi (i’shiiV v.n/Joms, ivilhoul sub- 
to nd nivu'-imi ins own iin- 

ntcdiato ttrr.lorii. .ai.J thedcaic.>t interests 
of liis {.,u\ iiO. 

That llie^e and othor objects have been 
blu'^tcd by the uhuaale latiurc ot rtic F^x- 
pedition, 1 do not uiampl.lo deny. But 
while the ningnituik; of these objects ag¬ 
gravates the regret winch its failure na- 
linallv oci'^sions; it oHers to tlie discri- 
niinaiing jusiice of the House wliat wilf 
be deernod,! trust, a sullicient jusliucatiun 
of ihe undertaking. • 

Having said thus much upon the gene¬ 
ral question of the policy of the Expedi¬ 
tion, in which 1 feel myself involved in a 
common responsibility with all those who 
were at ^hc time of ils being undertaken 
nicmbeis of his M^c.sty^s government, I, 
tome now to that part of the question in 
which 1 am no otherwise concerned, than, 
that as having concurred iii advising the 
Expedition, 1 may be, to a certain degree, 
rcsj>oiisiblc for all its consequences; hut 
ill whu h 1 had no peisonal slmre.—1 mean 
the period of the evacuatioiiof Walcheren. 
Upon this subject the rp.solution of censure, 
proposid by the noble lord, appears to me 
immeasurably severe. No man can, in 
my opinion,* think conscientiously, that 
his MajeslJ’s ministers, with the island of 
\\'*al^hcrcri.iri their liands, wdlh so many 
stiong reasons for retaining it if the veten- 
*ti<#ii were possible, could reasonably ' be 
expected to come to an immediate deci- 
|«sion iipon a point involving so many con* 
siduiaiions of iuhnile importance, and em* 
banassment. , _ 
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I have already stated, among the grounds 
for 'attempting the Expedition, the com¬ 
manding position of Walchcren ; the curb 
which it put upbn the mantimo strength, 
and I might add, upouthe commercial great- 
i>eas of the French empire. The customs 
of Antwerp are at least one third of the 
whole custom revenue of Buonaparte. 
Add to this coiisideralions of economy : 
if (as was at least the opinion of some of 
the most compcicnl judges) the possession 
of Flushing nould have enabled us to di¬ 
minish the amount of the fleet desrintd to 
watch the Scheldt: add, too, the military 
triumph of wresting and retaining from 
the enemy the key of this naval arsenal 
upon the creation of which he Jiad rested 
so much too of his glory. Against this 
was to be put the alllicting sickness and 
mortality which prevailed among our 
troops: a calamity*of which it is ns ab¬ 
surd as unjust to pretend that the ministers 
did not feel all the weight and poignancy 
as much as those who affect to be the 
loudest in deploring it. But neither the 
original plan of the Expedition, nor the 
prolongation of the stay of the army in 
Walchercn, are fairly censurable on this 
account, in tlie manner and to die degree 
to which the noble lord proposes to inflict 
his censure. 

If an Expedition is never bi be sent ti> 
a climate le^s healthy than that in which we 
have tihe happiness to live, the circle of 
warfare w.'ll undoubtedly be much con¬ 
tracted. If the authority of the very emi¬ 
nent physician, (s'rJohn Pringle) whicli 
has been quoted, with so much confKlcncc, 
is to be conclusive upon this question, that 
same authority proves a great ^deal too 
much; for, if tai&enjii its full extent, it 
would follow, that no Expedition ought 
ever be sent to any part of I)utch Flanders. 
It would condemn retrospectively most of 
our former Expeditions to tlie coininent, 
and specifically all those cam)>aigns of 
which sir John Pringle himself has writ¬ 
ten the History. 

Every man, who ha.s read the papers on 
the table, must fetd and deeply feel /or the 
miseries unavoidably incident to war; 
but though these mi.^enes have been 
brought nearer to our view thah in funner 
instances, and though it m<>-y }>u^si(}ly 
suit the particular purposes uf aonie gen¬ 
tlemen to dwell upon them, yet 1 mustf 
beg of the House not to suffer tlremselvcs 
to be so far bias.^ed in their j-udgmeut by^ 
ihe impulse of a very honourable feeling, 
^jajpdmagine that the instance of thU Ex- 
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pedition, however striking, is singular in 
the Instory of the wars of this country— 
1 beg them not to imagine that they are 
at liberty to exhaust the whole of their 
compassion on Wulcheren alone; nor to 
deceive themselves as to the tenure by 
which our West India fslands are held. 
No man can deplore more than I do the' 
waste of life that results from the acqui¬ 
sition and retention of such possessions; 
but, it must be considered at the same 
time that no iniportant national aJvantage' 
is to be g'liiicd without somt kind of sa¬ 
crifice, and however we may Liineiit the 
price at which it is purchased, a govern¬ 
ment would betray its trust, nliich should 
precipitately abandon a great and essen¬ 
tial object of national acquisition, or na¬ 
tional glory, c\en from such a Uudabic 
impulse.—Happy, itu'^ed, would it be for 
mankind, if tlie slaugliter of tlie battle 
was the only evil of war. But there are, 
it is too true, various other sufi'eringb con¬ 
sequent upon a state of war, besides those 
that are produced by edgageineius in the 
held suflcrings which have nut the ani¬ 
mation of eilbrt, or the consolation of 
glory : but let it not be supposed that 
they were incurred in so much greater pro¬ 
portion for Walcheren as to require the 
exaction of a vindictive retrihuiion from 
ministers in this case more than in any 
other. Walcheren had often been an ob¬ 
ject of British desire, aye, und of British 
possession too. We have won it; we 
have held it in former times. Its ijnpor- 
tance to this country is now increased ten« 
fold ; surely its climate is not in the same 
proportion become more postilenUal.— 
It has been confideniiall}’ asserted in this 
debate, that a clause existed in the capi¬ 
tulation of the regiment of Berne when 
ill the service of the Dutch government, 
stipulating that these troops should not 
be employrd in Walcheren. This as<p 
sertion 1 cannot take upon myself posi¬ 
tively ti;; contradict, but! can affirm from 
very good authority that this very regi¬ 
ment of Bernolias, in point of fact, more 
tl an once viyihin the last twejt(y yeans 
made a part of the garrison of Walcheren. 
'And I have further been assured, too, that 
after the most diligent search no such 
cinuse is to be found in any published 
treaty or capitulation (d* the JCailtons; 
though there is in some of the capitula¬ 
tions published in Dumont's collecyon, m 
article ptovi^ing that the Swiss auxiliarica 
sliall not serve in Batavia of tlie other 
Dutch coloiue^. This stipulatioa is, a* we 
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know, not unusual; the foreign troops in 
our own service are not bound to serve in 
the British colonies. 

Still, however, the whole point thus at 
issue is merely a question of degree. I 
admit without hesitation that the miseries 
incident to an unhealthy situation may 
overbalance m^ny and considerable po¬ 
litical advantages. But the question to 
be considered is, what were the nature 
and extent of the advantages to be de¬ 
rived from the possession of Walcheren, 
and werethesf advantages such as to jus¬ 
tify tjie retaining it, could it have been 
retained at any moderate sacrifice ? This 
is the calculation into whicli gentlemen 
should enter, befoic they make up their- 
minds to pass censure upon his Majesty's 
ministers for having kept the island so long. 
The result of such a calculation, Ifirmly and 
conscientiou-dy believe, will be that such 
was the importance of Walcheren to this 
country, that very great efforts ought to 
have bppu made to retain it, and that his 

• Majesty's inir.isters were pcrfcctiy justi¬ 
fied in having hesitated as long they 
did, before they finally dctenriiiicd to 
abandon so very valuable a possession ; 
my doubt, 1 confess, is whether they 

. ought to have abandoned it at all. 

If, indeed, his Majesty’s ministers bad 

f reviousiy ros» Ived to evacuate the island, 
am not ready to affirm, or even to admit, 
that they were la tlml case justifiablo in 
retaining it so long merely with a view to 
the destruction of iht. works at Flushing, 
or in compliance wiih the wishes of Aus¬ 
tria. The destruction of the basin at 
Flushing, a mere temporary mischief to 
the enemy to be repaired by money, 
ou^ht not, ill my opinion, to have been 
purcha'»('d by any avoidable cxponce of 
British life. It w'as not an advantage 
worth such a price; and as to Austria, 
•though I would do njuch, and sacrifice 
mucli for an ally in the war, yet in the ac¬ 
tual situation of her aflairs at tha^ period, 
•o long after the armistice, ^vvith so very 
little reasonable probability of the rS- 
newal of l^ostilities, if our army w^as ex¬ 
posed to tei» days unnecessary sickness 
upon the supposition of aflhrding any ef- 
. fectuvd aid to Austria, then 1 must say!-, 
that there cfocs not appear to me to have 
been any just pro|ii«i;^on between the ad-* 
Taniiige expected and the sacrifice ac¬ 
tually tn^de. 

Such, however, do not appear to have 
been the motives of the delay. It appears, J 
that bia Majesty’s* mmiste/g received sue 
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cessive reports, which went so far to eit* 
courage the hope of being enabled to re¬ 
tain Walcheren, that I must take it for 
granted they were induced really to 
look to that object, that they did not 
unrtecessarily expose the army to the 
influence of disease, for a day after they 
had finally resolved on abandoning thio 
island, and under this impression 1 shall 
certainly vote against the second resolu¬ 
tion of the noble lord; though 1 shall 
at th^ same time feel it necessary to 
move or to suggest an amendment to the 
counter resolutions of the hon. and gallant 
general (general Craufurd). The object 
of my amendment will be to omit the spe¬ 
cific grounds of justification arising front 
the circumstances of Austria, and front 
the destruction of the basin at Flushings 
and to leave that justiQcation’on the plain 
anH obvious ground of the necessity of 
collecting the materials for an opinioit 
and.the danger ■of deciding precipitately 
on so ifreat* and important a question. I 
am perfectly ready to concur iu the con- 
cbisiou that no blame attaches to the 
government: but I cannot concur in the 
hon, general’s statement of the premises 
from which that conclusion is to be 
drawn.—Tiicse, Sir, arc the grounds upon 
whicli J as cordially join in acquitting the 
mhiistcTs up&n the second of the noble • 
lord’s propositions, in which I aifl not 
myself, personally implicated, 1 confi¬ 
dently expect, front the reflecting justice 
and temper of the House, an acquittal for 
myself, in common with my former col¬ 
leagues, upon the charge contained in 
the noble lord’s first Resolution. 

Somcihftig yet remains to be said upon 
one topic on which nflich stress has been 
bid by our accusers—the policy of mark* 
ingwith extraordinary severity a failure fO 
disastrous, as this is represented to havi- 
been, of an ctitcrprLze (as it is averred,) so 
rashly midertakeu. 

Sir, of this policy—as a matter distinct 
from justice—I take the liberty to enter¬ 
tain great doubts. 1 doubt whether the 
vice of the British constitution and govern- ' 
ment be a too great proneness to under* 
take splendid and daring enterprises—or 
its iN'dn perfection and uncommon fitci* 
lity foi^couducting the operations of war. 
There is enough already (as it appears to 
me)’bolli of difficulty to impede and of 
respon^ibility to daunt any administratioii 
in* this* country,’ to whom the CQnduct 
of a war is intruded : and whent hat way 
1!^ to be carried on against such ah enemjr 
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as him with whom we have to contend danger external or iniernal to the state . 
at present, it is not (in my humble from the f lilure of ihi-* umlertaking, and 
opinion,) politic to go one step beyond Irom the judgment of acquittal which it 
what justice rncty prescribe to enhiince is anticipated the llunse may proiionnce 
that tlifticulty, and pre^s ihe weight of upon the authors of it, I confess they 
that responsibility npon the government, appear to me to be visionary apprciicU' 
Possibly I niii;ht think t fiat even to stop sions. 

iomething short of an extreme and rigor- That the enquiry which has Inkcii place 
ous acoouiil, might be the more politic into this subject was propt r and neces- 
altornulive ofthe two. We liavo to con- sa»*y > tliat it was due to liie magnitude 


tend againsi an enemy who, uilliwhatever 

qualifications lie may lie endowed by 

nature, has full s<*opc and play "iven to 

all his laculiies and views, i>v the unli- 

* •* 

mited power, the irresponsible ficedom 
with which he acts, lie asks no consent, 
he renders no accoun^Jic wields at wdi rhe* 
population and n‘Sf>inf(« (if a h v 
empire, and its depe-‘dant 
success *s aie ina znitiod w;th 
his failures silently parsed tner. And 
against this uiiiiy of couirol and t!n> 
liberty of actiMn, wo hav/* to conkmd un¬ 
der tlie di:advanUgcs of aMTiiv-d aiul 
complicated govnmnont. Disadvantages 
in this respect they aic, though happily 
uud gloriously redeemed and compensat¬ 
ed by the great and manifold blessings of 
a constitutionf unequalled by any other 
system of human policy in the history oi' 
the world! yeereev of de-'i.ni, ccleiiLv of 
execution, a boldness ol advtntore aiiswi.o 
from*^ fearlessness ot responsibility for ill 
success, are the qualities ilio ino<t nsriul 
for the Vigorous prosecution ol'military 
operations. They arc advantages w hich 
our despotic advcisary enjoys in the most 
eminent degrees. They are iliosc which a 
free government ncc« ssanly wants, 1 
doubt whether it be politic i r nggravutc 
the inequality' of nich a conicsi, l»y a 
severity of scrutiny, and a hardness of 
animadversion upon failure, which, by 
making responsibility too heavy to bt? 
borne, has a tendency to make all entcr- 
prize too hazardous to be Uitcfnptcd.— 
Neither again, while I admit and Jaim-nt 
the failure of this EApcdiiion, can 1 
agree with those who consider the 
pointment of a great object, of nationa! 
policy as synonymous with intionai dis; 
grace, and as pregnant with national min. 

Disgrace happily there has lu en pom;. 
Our arms arc not only untal'nishn'l in this 
enterprizc, but have been crowned witl* 
signal success. It is not by rniHta*!^- 
defeat that we have incurred puliiic^l 
disappointment. 

jAod aft to national ruin, or any real 


of ihe case and to the feelings ofthe country 
1 admit, ns willingly as any man.— 
I think it will bo gcncr.dlv agreed that 
the inquiry so instihii(‘d has been con¬ 
ducted thnnigliout willi as much iiidus- 
dustry and impartialily, as temper and 
iiiodcraiion. 

1 hope it nil) be ftlt that those wiio 
wcic im ilicMd ; i'l it h.tvr nut shrunk 
burn the iuv<Niigai‘<oj * li'it have courted 
iturh .vll l;« coming deli ivncu, and now 
i'Wi'Al the vviih nil hinriiliiy, but 

'.‘Uli Jiu coniidciicc in i(s justice. 

W(» n I hat result ah:ill be pronmmccil, 

1 t: u.-t tli.ti if. wall iiierilhe dispassionate' 
:u qmc'C’.iicc uiid vpprobatiMii of the 
cf’UiLiV . A»)V d'> I fe?!'any ‘•liO( k Irom 
the laijiUc of the <liti<»H to ibc 

beheidt (di'-a;.''.\. !' an'i afillcini'T as it 
ha,*! been) oi‘ irc.iTi lijo coiiduc! of this 
IToucie iq.-uu i», cibi(,r lo ih o...ibs*milial 
and^magnuicen’ fabi.c of tli * IJii'isIi con- 
siiiution, or to iho sound and solid fouii- 
di'fion of Biltisb greafiuss and prosperity. 
And so, fSii*. upon i:\tiy ground of feeling, 
ro ison, and principle 1 t xpccl from tlie 
justice of the Ihmse a vub* in opposition 
to the Ke^'ojiit'OUS of tin. noble laid. 

IMr. fl/tuhrrad said, thjt inuchabhe bad 
been 5ui])riM;d at many things which bad 
b.xn ultercil in Ins elaborate sj)ecdi by the 
light Ijmii. gent. v\lio lial just sat down, he 
w-'s still inctv surjn^ed at t»no omission, 
u Inch tliat right hoc., gxnt. had made:—the 
oini'^sion of any attcmjit at his own \indi- 
• atioii ill the very peculiar circumstances 
in iNhicii lie was placed. To supply th?.t 
urnisiod, he had a right to call upon that 
night iiou. g'-bt. on the part of that House 
and of ihivcouutiy. He looked upon him 
<wa man ln*yund comparison more ro^on- 
sibie tlian the noble lord (Castlereagh) for 
the failure vl' the Expedition; hc^coiisi- 
dcred him too, not less deeply responsi¬ 
ble for ha;,ing done khat which, in the 
history of the roun'iy, no other man could 
be found to liav.' done That right hon. 
gent.,»kn9Wing what the interests of the 
country required; knowing besides all 
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those measures which were in conterapla- 
iion and actually going on, and haTing 
information of the Expedition which was 
in preparation, did aeverthetess on the Mth 
day of April last, go and declare to the 
duke of Portland, then at the head of the 
government, that the minister who was to 
have the coijduct of that Expedition 
was not competent to his situation; that the 
man on whom the duty devolved of cond act¬ 
ing one of the most important operations 
ever attempted by this country, however 
he might estlem him in private, however 
he might value him for his good qualities 
and virtues, was not competent to the ar¬ 
duous and growing dilliculties of his pub¬ 
lic situation; that the man with whom be 
was in habits of friendship and confidential 
intercourse was so unfit for his office as to 
ho incapable of conducting the Expedition. 
Not satisfied with this proceeding the right 
hon. gent, went to his Majesty to make 
the same communication, for fear of any 
mistake. Yet to the noble lord himself 
he never communicated his opinion, that 
he thought him incapable of performing 
the duties of his situation, but suffered him 
to originate and conduct to a ,jclose that 
Expedition, which had terminated so ca- 
mitously and disgracefully for the country. 

Though the right hon. gent, was thus dif- 
•iident of the noble lord, it did not gppear 
•that the noble lord himself was troubled 
with any distrust of his own talents. It 
would be recollected that the noble lord 
on a former occafion, in a speech, which 
was said to have produced much impres¬ 
sion and elFect, but which hai^ certain¬ 
ly [Produced no impresssiou on his 
mind, used an expression as applied to 
the government, which he should have 
occasion to notice by and by. In that 
instance the noble lord had the confidence 
to state, that the administration was 
founded on a rock. Little did the noble 
lord on that occasion suspect that the 
rock was mined. Little did he think that 
he w'as in momentary danger* of being 
blown aloft in the springmg of the mine. 
But as ^t often happens to tym who ^in¬ 
dies the tcain, the right hon. gent, whq 
laid it was also blown up with him. It 
wa% the wish of the right* hon. gent, to 
place thb noble lord in liiother situa¬ 
tion, a chang^^hich the^enerous feel¬ 
ings of that noble Ulrd^yffu he was ready 
to give him every 'nnit for these gene* 
rous feelings, could At bn>ught to 
brook or Aibmit to. lav s not hvs inten¬ 
tion to impute* impromr motires to the 
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right hon. gent., but he was sure t}uit 
was bound, both as a public man and as A 
minister and a statesman, to preserve hie 
character free from such imputations. .- If 
it appeared from history, that ministers 
frequently engaged in wars with a view to 
preserve their situations; if they were 
told of Louvois, that having incurred the 
anger of Louis XIV. he induced bis mas¬ 
ter to embark in a war which was te 
bring destruction upon thousands of the 
human race, in order to divest his attcu- 
tion*from his own disgrace. These in¬ 
stances should be a warning to the right 
hon. gent., and make him careful how ha 
should suffer himself to be influenced by 
similar motives. 

It was neither his intention nor his wish, 
to enter Into the consideration of the per- , 
sonal feelings and peculiar eircumstancea 
of the transaction between the right hon« 
gent, and the noble lord; but the right 
hon. gent, had.himself twice appealea to 
the i^ublif upon the subyect, and once 
again by bis friends. As one of the pub¬ 
lic, he, leaving both the noble lord and 
the right hon. gent, at the thresholds of 
their offices, and passing over every thing 
private or personal in the case, had a 
right upon publicf grounds to demand 
from Ihe right hon. gent, some satisfactory 
explanation of his most extraordinary 
conduct. With regard to the whol^ of ih» 
proceeding, he professed himself to be 
the sincere parttzan of the nob^e lord, not 
the abettor of the right hoti. gent. So 
far as regarded the public, he iVould ask 
the right hon. gent, how he could answer 
the question which he then called upon 
him to answer, and which had been put to 
him before a month since, without obtaihiug* 
any reply ?•—He would ask the right hon. 
gent, how he could answer to his sove¬ 
reign, how to that House, how. to the 
country \ The right hon. gent, had had bn 
that accHsipn oral communications with 
his sovereign, which he bad concealed 
from his colleagues. Afier he had con'” 
fessed that by his vote he had condemned 
the 8ec4‘et transmission of written comip^ ‘ 
nications to his Majesty, how was the' right 
hon. gent, to defend hTs‘ own conduct'in 
tlyit instance ? He was aware that theright 
bon.«gent.* had on the former night' at- 
tetupted to put a distinction betweendral 
'and written communications, which to him 
was not intelligible. It would remtin, 
•therafore, for that right hon. gent, ibflbeiv 
in what that distinction c'onsi^ted, if tha 
question could possibly be radiifliih 4a*> 
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sKftpe in whiq)i the House could touch it ? 
Haj nht right hon. gent, pronounced 
|l nobjie pirran guilty for making an offi- 
ciflkl communication to his Majesty with a 
Xequeat of secrecy# and in what did t,he 
C^e of the right non. gent, himself# differ 
from that when he ventured to make oral 
communications to his sovereign which he 
concealed from his colleagues ? 

Tlie right hon. gent, however# told them 
with a view to disarm the accusations 
against him and his late colleagues## had 
shat those gentlemen who brought forward 
the charges# never found fault with Buona¬ 
parte. lie had told them that they had 
often found fault with his Majesty's minis¬ 
ters, and asked whether they had ever# in 
'^any instance# blamed the conduct of 
Buonaparte for having been foiled and 
defeated at. Acre ? ^ But what had that 
House to do with Buonaparte? Their 
business was not with Baonapart4# bis pro¬ 
tects# or his failures# butVith the right 
lion, gent and the noble lord; buti^bove 
all# witli the right bon. gent.# for the man¬ 
ner in which he had conducted himself# 
in lea^og the management of the cam- 

E aigninthehandsof a person whom he 
ad denounced to his sovereign as incapa¬ 
ble. The noble lord had undertaken and 
conducted the Expedition# supposing him¬ 
self competent to it; the right hon. gent, 
aa the contrary, suffered a person to un¬ 
dertake a ^)easure of so much importance 
tQthc interests and honour of the nation# 
whom he looked upon as incompetent. 
The noble lord was responsible simply for 
failure of the Expedition: tlie right 
lion, gerit. on the contrary was responsible 
for having iiuffered it to be cond'ucfed by 
one whom he thought incapable# and in 
whose management it had ultimately fail¬ 
ed. The right hon. gent, had entered 
i|tto a long and fancifuT detail of observa¬ 
tions respecting the balance of pQwer in 
]^urope# a system which had altogether 
Vanished from the political,$vorld# and that 
to justify the policy of a measure which 
might aid in regaining that balance. But 
there was no longer any possibility of 
inch a combinatioo in Europe# as in these 
times could be looked to with any good 
Inspect of restoring the tost equilibrium. 
A^r ridiculing in unqualified terms the 
i^fa of an Expedition directed to the 
^iriatic and Ti teste#, and bestowing near- 

a nal ridicule on the, notion pf ap 
jtipn to the north of Germany# 

‘* ,h 9 n, gent, then took credit to 
and the governinent of which 



he had been a member# for their buthanity 
and forbearance in not exciting or encou¬ 
raging ail insurrection in any part of the 
continent# which they had not the means 
of supporting; as if any such considera¬ 
tions nad influenced their conduct in ab¬ 
staining from such a proceeding. Oh those 
tender lambs of Copenhagen ! Oh those 
humane and merciful souls# who so com¬ 
passionately shrunk from the cruelty of 
exciting to insurrection those unfortunate 
persons who may have beot^ dispo.ccd to 
rise against their ruler# but who could not 
rise with effect! What an ovirflow of 
human kindness it must have been which 
could make them abstain from the atrocity 
df stirring up to fruitless efforts an unruly 
population# even though for an object 
which they themselves looked upon as im¬ 
portant ? 

It could not however be denied that 
the moment was favourable for an attack 
upon Buonaparte at a time when his forces 
had been withdrawn frrm the coast and 
the interior# and when his fortune had been 
balanced# and his fate suspended on the 
Danube. Both the noble lord and the 
hon. gene. al (Cruufurd) had asserted# that 
the people in the north of Germany would 
rise; they had also slated# that Buona¬ 
parte hud lost 50,000 men at the battle of 
Aspetn. Could it then be doubted# could 
it admit of a doubt# that an army of 
40#000 British troop? landed in the north 
of Germany, would have turned the for¬ 
tune of the campaign# if there wus any 
ground for expecting an insurrection in 
the north# an expectation which he fur 
one, had never entertained ? But if there 
had been any reason to calculate on such 
an insurrection# he would ask whether a 
British army of 40,000 men, landed at that 
period, in th*i quarter, would not have 
afforded the best prospect of overturning 
the fortune and power of Buonaparte ? 

The noble lord had talki d# in a strain 
of boasficg# of his projects, and the (»pera- 
tions which had been in contemplation. 
Ba after the evidence genth-men had 
heard at theS)ar#they must be 8en:ib[e,tjtat 
notwithstanding all thisempty vaunting# it 
was their poverty alone that kept their 
forces at hof/|e. To this faetth^y had the 
conclusive q^^idence of Mr. Huskisson*^ 
evidence to VK'.|ich ^,'^egged to call the 
most serious atte>'i/on of the House# but 
which tj^e right M#n. gent, from ib^ nature 
of his obsetvati^l^ and the general tenor 
uT his* argument, seemed neither to have 
heard nor read, \li was oT no slg^iificatiou 
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subjected the nation to the ruinous coiiio« 
quences of this calamity; but« aboye 
upon that individual who had declared to 
t^e duke of Fortlandi and afterwards, 
fear of mistake, had gone to declare tolhb 
that the minister entrusted with itS 
conduct was wholly incompetent to his 
Mluatioq. 

The right hon. gentleman had favoured 
them with an explanation of tho ground* 
of (he vote which he intended to give, ^nd 
taken credit to himself even for voting 
BcaPnstthe fie*io]ution censuring the policy 
of the Expedition to th^ Scheldt. But 
where was the merit in that? Was not tht 
right hoii, gentleman, in giving that vote'i 
promoting his own defence, he haviiijg 
been one of the prime movers and abettor* 
of the Expedition. 

But it should never be forghtten,it8!iould 
be always borne in 'Vnind by gentlemen^ 
that on the day when the intelligence of 
loj^d ('hatham Jiaving abandoned the fur* 
ther prosecution of the ulterior objects of 
the Expedition had been received—on the 
day when the accounts were brought of the 
retreat of lord Wellington's army; ana 
that, notwithstanding the battle o^'fala* 
vera, it could not maintain its position,—• 
on the day, when h% were informed of the 
abortive result of the foolish and unprofit* 
able expedition against Ischia and Proci4uj| 
a result whibh any map of sense must have 
anticipated,—on that day, when the cabinei 
was overwhelmed with an accuiflulation of 
disastrous intelligence, and grievously per* 
>]exed about the best means of extricatinc 
he country from the difficulties in which 
t was involved,—on that very day the 
'ight hom gent, called upon the Duke of 
Portland to fulfil his promise r^ectii^ * 
' be removal of the nonle lord, ofiering U| 
rase of refusal the peiemptory alternative 
of his own resignation. At a time wheel 
the right hon. gentleman should have been 
aware that the noble lord who bad plan¬ 
ned and conducted the Expedition, musi 
be the most prhper person to superintend 
;fae measures necessary to he taken ee-^ 
pecting the retreat and secu^fil'y of 
army, one might have supposed 
ight bon. gpnt. would have bad 
oi^iderate regard to the situation ^ 
olleagues, ^nd for the emergency of thq 
country. But no; the nght hon, geatte* 
man had no mercy for.coUeagues; btltf 
pursuit of his own views of personal 
hition/ be cared not what embarrassnaedf 
e brought upon them or upon the country. 
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whether the King's goveinment .hai 
100,000 disposable troops or not; whe 
ther an opportunity presented itself fcH* 
employing them with efiecl on the ronti< 
nent or nut; whatever opinion might b< 
entertained of the practicability of par 
ticular opeidtions, the want of money was 
an msupeiahie bar. It had indeed been said, 
by the light Ion. geut. that the govern¬ 
ment of wIikL he was a member, had con¬ 
sidered the iclative ciiouiustances, advan- 
tage'), and pronpects of an opciation in 
Italy, in thS north of Germany or else¬ 
where, before the fiat had been issued for 
directing the Expedition to the Scheldt. 
But we mubt contend, that before tlic war 
had broken out between Buonaparte and 
Austiia, the Expedition to the Scheldt had 
been decided upon. Amongst other facts 
pioduced by the right hon. gent, in justifii 
cation of this Expedition he had alluded 
to a speech deliveied by a near and dear 
relation of his (lord Giey) a short time af¬ 
ter he quitted office, m which his relative 
recommended to the attention and consi¬ 
deration of the ministers who succeeded 
him, the importance of keeping a constant 
and vigilant eye upon the Scheldt and 
Antwerp. Whether the right, non. gent, 
took up the idea before or after his noble 
relation had been said to have suggested 
it to him, he did not know; but this he 
could w'ell recollect, that in a speech of 
that right hon. gent, a short time after he 
came into office, he solemnly declared, 
that \^henever a measure of policy was 
recommended to him by his predecessors 
in office, wherever he could trgpe their 
steps 111 any system of national interest or 
public conduct, it would be a warning to 
him not to follow in the same track. In 
calling the attention of the House, how¬ 
ever, to what bad been said on the foimer 
occaMon by lord Howick (now earl Grey) 
upon the subject of Walcheren, he had 
forgot to state that the same subject had 
successively occupied the attention of the 
government of Mr. Pitt, of loid ^idmooth, 
of Mr. Pitt again, and of the succeeding 
administration,as well as of t^e present; 
and that aftv the most mature considera¬ 
tion, all idea of an attempt upon Walcheren 
had wisely abandoned hr each until 
the fatal rcAolulton of the adocjpistration of 
the duke of Posgj^d. Th/’ Expeditiop 
thus undertaken A^lLl^Mailed, and he 
therefor^ had justly «ll;Furgently to call 
upon the of Co^ons^ to *avenge 

the public upon those dusters who h^ 
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** Hot, cold, wet, and dry, 

*' All contend for ma»tcrv $ 

BotKie Uirew chaw lo.** 

The rlcKr'^hon. geutlenian ardently sought 
the hipest onOcial station in the adminis- 
tretfon, ift which object he waa disap¬ 
pointed; and the ihtnsfiits that followed 
brought the m.irquis Wellesley into the 
ijlTire which that ifght hon. gentleman 
Held at the time when he wished to intro¬ 
duce that noble marquis into the o(!ice of 
the noble lord, whom he had endetivo^ed 
to supplant. When the right hon. gent, 
had so conducted himself, he was not sur¬ 
prised at the vote which he meant to give. 

On the contrary, he should nave been 
much Burpiised if he could have been 
tempted to vote against his former col¬ 
leagues. Tt),e right hon. gent, had tri¬ 
umphantly quoted sQ\ne passages from the 
Moniteur, to shew that Aiuweip was n6t 
in a slate of defence at the time the £xpe- 
ditition sailed. He had also told them 
fhat this town was the darling objoct of 
Buonapaite's attention ; that it had been 
made by him a grand emporium of com- 
mdree^ and a great naval depot; and then 
winding himself up to an hypeibole, the 
right bun. gent*, asser^d, that onc-third of 
the customs duties or trance were col¬ 
lected in the port of Antwerp alone. If 
it were true, that so much suppoit was dd- 
rived (b the tyranny of Fiance from that 
Cfty^ was it credible then that Buona¬ 
parte would have lelt so important a place 
without adequate means of defence ? Ant¬ 
werp had been acknou Icdged by the hon. 
genet al, the noble lord, and the right hon. 

f ent., to have been tho best object for the 
Expedition; and yet the right Aon. gent, 
bad in nearly the sadie breath stated, that 
the Antwerpeis were, perhaps, the only 
people in the dominions of France that had 
most reason to bless the accidental cir¬ 
cumstances that made them prosper under 
government ot France. 

It had bden contended that the Expe¬ 
dition bad, or mighi bare efiected a pow- 
trfai favour of Austria; yet 

the evidence‘^sfatfwed that it could never 
Ila1rr^tetl to protracted operations. The< 
evidence of Mr. Haskisson proved clearly 
'lhat the Efcpeditiun could not have been 
dent to Germany or Italy *for vrtuit of 
tnbnoy. So that after all it was only Anf- 
^Vlrer.p, and the arsenals there, and in Wal- 
pheren, that could have been the object of^ 

'‘practicable attacks by the ExpraitioA. 

‘ diversion then coald arise from such 

ut iupppri ofsy^ustriaj The 


right hon. gent, had indeed asserted, that 
we were not bound to give assistance to 
Austria ; but when that power hid deter¬ 
mined to make an e^rt against France, it 
was clear that she ought to have been sup¬ 
ported.—But, no, the right hon. gent, still 
acting upon the principles of a n^row and 
selfish policy, would dircqt the force of 
England for British objects to the Scheldt, 
where no diversion could be effected in 
favour of Austria. When the bauble of 
the sceptic to which the rig)}t hon. gent, 
had with so much levity and so little feeU 
ing alluded, and the military force of Prus¬ 
sia, had been wielded by Frederick the 
Great, they were succeisful in every pait 
of Europe, and it was not the fault of the 
l^ussian soldiers, but the nant of mind tor 
command them against Buonaparte, that 
caused the annihilation of the Prussian 
ai my. The British troops, the brave Bi i- 
tish army, would also prove a bauble, if as 
badly commanded. Let the right hon. 
gent, then abstain from /'.ilumniating the 
brave soldiers, but attribute, as he ouglit, 
all the sufferings of the Prussian monarchy 
to the incapacity of their rulers and com* 
manders. 

The right hon. gent, had quoted somr 
passages from a speech of bis extiacted 
from a London print into the Moniteur, 
as if «ome terrible punishment should b« 
inflicted by the French ruler on his sub¬ 
jects in consequence of the observations 
they contained. But the hon. gent, need 
not be apprehensive. • Buonaparte had 
hitherto done, and would continue to do 
what he*pleased, without that righ); hon. 
gent, being consulted. In the nruption of 
the French, under Dumuurier, into Hol¬ 
land, all the towns alluded to had opened 
their gates, except Wilhainstadt. Both 
the noble lord and the right hon. gent, 
however had said, that thev had not ex- 
pected so much resistance as had been en¬ 
countered. He was soiry so often to cou¬ 
ple the'n^ble lord with the right huii. gent., 
but in answering an argument urged by 
br\h, however reluctantly, he was obliged 
to couple them. Ho must deny that the 
success of the Expedition had been frus¬ 
trated by the whole having been driven 
for shelter l^to the Kqpmpot. ^The whole 
on the coi^f'^ry was mismanaged both in 
the parts aiiK} in tho^i^r^p-ess, both in the 
particnlar and general design. Why 
did not the inarAis of Huntley eNembark 
at Cadsiand*? Bq cause there wiere no boats. 
Provision was made by the most ordiv 
nary resources procure success# bu( feil 
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ft must unjrroidably; H was ill*cOficerted 
and impracticables and from first to last 
there .was no just gfpmid of eitpectation, 
no possibility of any beneficial result* 
The noble lord« in the course of his speech^ 
made use,.in bis usual manner, of several 
set phrases which succeeded each othe^r, 
and again reqprred in much the same 
order in every speech of that noble lord. 
He must have, however, made an excep¬ 
tion of his Talavera speech, for that ipn- 
nitbly surpassed any thing he had ever 
heard from tliat itoble lord on any other 
occasion. Cut in his ordinary speeches, 
they constantly heard of military means, 
military resources, military^ expedients, 
and the rest of them, but at last the noble 
lord far outdid himself and had recourse 


told them that there was not a mui'mnv 
of dissatUfactioh in the nation bn that - 
occasion. To be ~ suro,. the nobl«v lord 
Was pa his defei^ce, and he must be al« 
lowed'to.take every reasonable license: 
bnl in this point he. had asserted more 
than he was'borne outsn by the fact. He 
thought, at the time the noble lord made 
the assertion, he could have contradicted, 
him; but, on consulting the ^history, h« 
Was astonished to find so directly the 
revise to have been- the case'. Hu read . 
that the expectations of the nation were 
wound up to their highest pitch,' and that 
their disappointment at'*'the failure waa 
equal to their sanguine hopes of. signal 
success. The enemies of Mr. Pitt called 
it Mr. Pittas vision. General Mordaunt* 


to a new expression, conditional pleasure. 
He (Mr. VV.) had heard of a reward'pro¬ 
posed by a certain ancient monarch, for 
the invention of u new pleasure, and he 
began to believe that the noble lord vi^ould 
be entitled to Whatever it might be, 
even with the noble lord’s assistance, he 
had not yet made the discovery: though 
h would appear that by conditional plea¬ 
sure the noble lord meant svnply the 
King’s pleasure. 

In the extraordinary defence set up by 
the noble lord, it was somewhat surpris- 
bigto find him, bottoming himself for a jus¬ 
tification of his calamitous measure upon 
every illustrious name and glorious at- 
chievement, that had in modern times ad- 
vancetl the intet^sts and the character 
of the country. Was it to be endured 
that jhe author of the disastrous- Expedi¬ 
tion to the Scheldt, should seek for a 
defence by bottoming his ill advised and 
ili executed operations upon the pre* 
cedents Of sound policy and correspond¬ 
ing success, to be found in iHe wdse mea¬ 
sures of the immortal Chatham ? From 
bottoming himself upon the example of 
the great Chatham, the noble lord pro¬ 
ceeded to a height, at which he,<*bntinued 
to think himself elevated, like the poor 
weak monk upon the summit of Poropey’s 
p^Unr. /He should not disttvb the noble 
lord in his imaginary elevation/ huk 
leaving him to enjoy his iaeal ascension, 
adiscrt briefly to ,the othef^rounds upon 
which he had endeavoureoto bottom his 
defence, and doin^^hould fin(> if 
easy to drive him hjqjlf^’every hold, and 
ahew •him to be c^pletely bottom¬ 
less. . • rf ^ * 

When the noble Idll bottomed him- 

*elf oa tbc EXpeditiof to Rochfort, he 


was tried by a court-martial, and hil 
acquittal created ^eat tlissatisfactioa 
throughout the country. 

The noble lord had, however, tried to 
bottom himself on lord Chatham, the 
greaU lord Chatham f ' Why, if the taw 
lent of the whole administration wer^ 
united, and .compared with iU comctetl 
oggtogate, the single intellect ofthat one 
man, would look as ,Ossa to a wart/' 
hard Chath:im dislodged a wretched and 
intriguing cabal; . fit was dismissed front 
ofiice ; be ruse superior to his difficultieTr 
gamed streAgth from the fall of the mean 
administration which superseded hwn, and 
raised England tu the pinnacle of glory 
on which she stood proudly aP the com* 
mencement of the present reim. On 
such a man's acta, he was consent 
noble lord could establish no precedent 
for his conduct. Failing here then the 
noble lord next bottomed himself upoft 
General Wolfe! General Wolfe went 
Quebec, most probably ignorant of litA 
ultimate destination; but he succeeded 
in hU designs, and general Wolfe stands 
both Tor us, and for future times, a mod#l 
of vi^roua enterprize and sound discre* 
tion. The next person to whom tho 
noble lord had recourse was lord Nelson! 
r,ord Nelson had a foresight’ peculiarly l^i 
own, to which he must remark the prei^ 
attempted parallel was but HI saiti^^ ;|^ 
Aboukir depended on himself; 1^.1^ 
tluit bis ships could sail whei^ 
the enemy swam, and gccdniingty 
^an attack on them; only one £ipof pa 
gftllant a captain as any in the 
on shore; and Nelson said he was gl'i^ jsf 
it, asrit served the others .as a buoy; ^ 
succeeded in his attack, and - attained'a 
glory, ia th^ eoixi|(^ison 





^Jinbecility of ^luJ'^ExpodtUon und«r dUcai* 
»ioa sitakji^ cootoiqfrtible iiungnificancy 
^»d notbittgneifl. At Trafalgar be igi- 
{mved 00 the e^t^dieut of Clarke; and 
at Copenhagen m contirmed all bi's 
^MTIQOC ai^^ceabef, and established his tran- 
Ili^iiDdant glory. On this immprtal bero» 
either* it was to be seen* the noble lord 
Oovldi find no bottam. The next prece* 
dl>nt chosen was the Expedition to Egypt* 
tbifit Expedition first was intended tor 
^lleisle* and had actually proceeded to 
ftrrol; it went* however* to Egypt *and 
the event covered Abercrombie and bis 
brave coadjutoce vvith glory. On this also 
there .was no bottom. 

Had these triumphs been introduced 
on the otlier side* to place in contrast 
with them the defeat and disgrace of the 
late attempt^ *116 should not have been sur¬ 
prised* but he could npt suppress the 
astoOishmeot he ihit when they were 
employed by die noble lord* in the way 
of eui^gy upon the motives'J)y ^Inch 
t h^ project was dictated. He did not 
know* indeed* where the present ministry 
could find a parallel. He would remind 
the House^ however, of the expressions 
of the great Frederic, relative to the men 
who had preceded lord Chatham. The 
^ouse might apply them. “ They were^^ 
said ho* " a batch of wretched little 
tpwyctf* presuming tocompare themselves 
with prii^oe Eugene* whom the great lord 
Chatham susted.” 

Having in vain tried to bottom them- 
lelves* then* upon great precedents* they 
l^ad recourse to such authority as existed 
asaoog themselves; and the right hon. 

S ant, consequently'declared thaw general 
roworigg gave an qpinion in favour of 
thb Expedition. The fact was, however* 
he did no such thing. The right bon. 
gent, then mid* the Dutch were sluggish 
•pd would not rebel. The general was 
l(ere too against him ; but the right hon, 
gent, used hi^ evidence most convenient¬ 
ly: affirming it where it •made for him* 
ana totally disregarding it where against 
him- It was said* however* that the gen¬ 
tlemen on his side wished to discredit the 
evidence of this galkmt officer. The}* 
certainly did not; they merely Vontiasted 
U With the evidence of others* end fipUfog 
^ree to one against a gallant general* 

' ~ I the gallant general against the right* 
[|. gen^. himscll; they drew the obvious 
’Once.' But an attack of this«kind« 
C%|$bodly from those who thought pro- 

to disregaii^ool. Goroouu 


But it had been found out that col. Gor«. 
don was a youqg man without expe* 
lienee. Now* really he would much 
sooner be a young man without expe¬ 
rience* than an old man in the same 8i« 
tuation. He meant no disrespectful al« 
luaions, but he certainly had no fear in 
putting the experience of col. Gordon 
against that of lord Cbatfiam. By way 
of an excuse for the appointment of lord 
Chatham to the command of the Expedi¬ 
tion* it had been said be had served in 
America. This was not tile case; he 
never had served in America. He had 
served, indeed* in the disastrous cam- 

E aign in Holland ; and* as sir D. Dundas 
ad said* he had no doubt he had behaved 
very bravely there ; but still that was no 
reason for now giving him the command 
of 40,000 men. The noble loi J, however* 
had chosen to rely on his own judgment 
in all his appoiliinients; be disdained mi¬ 
litary opinions; they were, in the noble 
lord's language, like lawyers' opinions; 
-^lawyers, who wou}d fil'st deny the va¬ 
lidity of the title deed, and then run and 
purchase the estate themselves, Wtiy* 
what rogues of lawyers must the noble 
lord have associated with! Wliat an as¬ 
persion did be cast upon his old compa¬ 
nions ! The noble lord disdained to be iii- 
flaenqpd by military opinions. Theie 
was an anecdote related of Buonaparte on 
this subject, when he went to take the 
command of the army in Italy, which 
was well worth attention. He brought 
with him a detailed plan of the campaign* 
which had been digested in Pans: this 
plan he*read to his general officers on 
taking the command, and afier reading it, 
he tore it. lie had a plan of his own* 
and so had the noble lord. The only 
difference was* that the one produced 
victory* and the other calamitous dis¬ 
graces* for which an indignant country 
was now demanding vengeaiue. There 
was anq^her qp^cdote recorded of Buo¬ 
naparte* ^hich would shew his respect 
for military opitiions* and the description 
of persons fjpm whom he chose to derive 
them. After a failure in one i)f nis caAi- 
laigns* be did not choose* like the noble 
ord, to depend upon himself* nor did hu 
choose to de^nd eithef upon his generals 
or^ his othei^^aptains*J^ he assembled 
his non-comnm»i^n^‘ officers together* 
collected their opjf nons* and abii&d by 

iie noble lord had* how- 
ught proper to reject 
ia the. first iostanco^ 


their deoesion. 
ever* not only ti 
miliiary ophuo 






but cTen* now the common toetkbnlsry 
courd rtoE supply him with a 
strong enodgh to express his ridictife of 
them ; he had absolutely coined a new 
word to express bis disregard of the evU 
dence of sir W. Erskine; it was (said the 
noble lord) "grotesque" and " chitai- 
rous." (jrotfS)|ue was a term applied to 
testimony not very inteHigible and cer¬ 
tainly not familiar in the courts. It might 
be dullness of comprehension in him, but 
he realty did^ot comprehend the mean¬ 
ing of it. '* Chivalrous,” however, as 
might be sir W. Erskine, he was content 
to take him as commander of his army, 
he would give gen. Brownrigg to the 
noble lord, nud they woUtd take the field 
thus arranged-^he had no fear for the 
issue; and he saw by the nobl^ loriPs 
smile, that he was willing to fight him on 
his own terms. The evidence of his ge¬ 
neral he must defend from the imputations 
cast oil it; and he had no hesitation in 
pronouncing it «« clear, distinct, and eru¬ 
dite, as any he had ever heard. It was 
now most consistently discredited, be¬ 
cause it true ; and all his predictions 
were ridiculed and denied, because every 
one of them hat} been calamitously re¬ 
alized. 

The noble lord had very freely con¬ 
demned gentlemen Who differed fron# him 
on'this most important question for con¬ 
ceiving speculative campaigns, and then 
insisting that they should have beeh acted 
on. He was content, however, to take 
the campaigns of the ministers themselves 
and to try them for their couduclr by the 
test or their oWn absurd projects. They 
were two in number; the first was the 
campaign of the noble lord and genera) 
Brownrigg. They commenced most va¬ 
liantly. On they went, fighting side by 
side, and bearing down every impedi¬ 
ment. Nothing could withstand them, 
until at last, unfortunately, the noble lord 
advised the gallant general to tdkc fire¬ 
brands, proceed up the Scheldt boldly, 
and burn the ships—" Indeed (said file 
gal[ant general) that is impc^sible, I am 
tired,” and ended the exploits of the 
combined commanders, and the glorious 
hopes why;h theyjiad ori^'jf&ted.' The 
other campaign was that o^.gen. Crau- 
furd: and most^',j?;antlyldJii that hon. 
generaf cut and dash ^^ql'ery thing which 
came before him, and a^^ost noble issue 
had he cotyured up; ^en,•unliappily, 
the vision vanished, the army ap¬ 
peared at a stand*, perisMg in thfe pesti- 


tnarshesofWaVeheteft^ 
fiaign of l(h« noble ford, indeed 
any ItmkOCtbnS df Ihne ; he • wa'ft 
bound to 0 day." There wa^ a slight dP 
lin'enco in' this liespect between tho plntt 
of gen. Brownrigg and hie^ the galfwiA 
general was bonnd‘ to a d«y-^i his MtOcees 
depended upon being in such a place on a 
certain day: and most disttaHy for hih 
campaign, did it fell out that l!m cOuld not 
iii the nature of thin^ by possibility, or* 
rive that place On %at day. Hb would 
for instance, in theafdoar of 
buoy the river and eowvey the 
fleet up the Scheldt chSvMiel in a fe# 
hours. This it required luHya wctfll at 
least to accomplish; and thus the gene^ 
ral's famous plan fell to the groend, aiwl 
for this simple reason, becanse hf was im^ 
possible. Little; mistakes in dure wooM 
ndt appear surprising. ^ When the whole 
channel was to be mioyed, the gener^ 
said one'day would ffnMh the busmesS; 
but when the pilot Was consulted, he re* 
quired a week for thi^ purpose* lib wi^ 
not disposed to deny gen. BMWnrtgg'% 
integrity; but he could not;avoid St^ 
peeling the deficiency of his judgnieQi& 
Even in attempting to 6bar up 
Fhi.shing, the two admirals^ ships nMi 
ashore; dnd had it hot been for Che 
of the enemy, might have been kistant^ 
consumed with red-hot shot. WhcfWowv 
believe then, that the gaHanl gencrali cM- 
terprising as he was, could, poatiMy,‘iita 
few hours, convey up above on^'^huiSdrid 
ships, through the more extended, moMa 
ntricate and coineqeent'ly more diftett|fc' 
navigation of the whole river. 

There ^as, now that fte had disposed df 
be gallant general'sSnost chinrerlcdf viifiS 
anciful campaign, one circumsSatlee lit 
he evidence which he mast alfdde to, 
vhich, in his opinion, subjected the 
ord to the most severe account and fNe' 
heaviest responsibity. It appeared thdC 
lord Chatham did not' knovr the stCuatfoit 
>f the arsenals at Antwerp. Now, fituh 
ntelligence laid bef^ve the secret €etl|r . 
mittee, it was proved that the nohte ' 
did. What was the reason that* 
nt, as in duty bound, inform lotd* 
lam ? How would he answer to 
xy fof this most culpable neglect*' Kotf 
<^uld the right hon. geM. ateirl the: 
more serious rcspoiwibHi^ of aUbUMA'^ 
his incompetent coflea^ hW nbtf*" 

^eived* him) to* remain in dmce« att^ 
lommit so flagrant a breanb of 1^ 
duty? He did'liot Iriiih, ktdd 


I 



fxnL jmiim, u^^cn 

4nce any cotnparison between the noble 
lord and right hon. gentleman.. The 
noble lorn - had most unquestionably 
through the entire progress of tliis ques- 
conducted himself in the mostcaudid 
and manly manner; he had declared *he 
did not shrink from responsibility, and he 
had consistently voted for inquiry. The 
riffht hon. gent, on the other hand, had 
affected candour, and acted with dupli¬ 
city ; he had pretended that he sought jn- 
vostigatioD, and yet he voted steady and 
staunch against inquiry. He now' in¬ 
deed, talkra of the bene&ts of this inquiry, 
when be could no longer avert its prose- 
cution,'and pretended to panegyrise that 
which could have no good result, unless 
it involved him in merited condemnation. 
iSince this inquiry had proceeded, he had 
only to regret that the names of the dif- 
J^rent members did not go forth coupk;d 
with the questions which they had sepa^ 
rately asked the witnesses: .cooside^ng 
from whom many of the questions had 
^come, the effect would have been ex¬ 
tremely diverting. The noble lord, fur 
instance, had asked captain Woodroffe 
(who had surveyed the whole country 
from the lop«of a church steeple,) what 
good he could foresi^ from the Expedi¬ 
tion ? The witness answered, none at 
.all/* Foiled in this, the noble lord beg¬ 
ged od every one to tell what a desperate 
weapon Congreve's rockets were. Now 
this was hardly fair ; it was like a trades¬ 
man puffing off goods in which he had a 
concern *: but in the end, the noble lord 
9iade no use whatever oT these destructive 
instruments, in his speech. But what was 
’ the answer of Mr. VVoodrofle wHh respect 
to them .^^Why, that these rockets were 
deemed very troublesome things; but 
that of tbeireffects he knew nothing what¬ 
ever—and who did ? Of this evidence, 
.however, the noble lord made no use, and 
no one could see his object in introducing 
it.. The noble lord, indeed, seemed to 
have forgotten the greater part of the 
evidence and documents which he had 
adduced himself. It did not suit his in¬ 
terest to refer to them, and therefore. 

. had most prudently abstained^ from touch¬ 
ing upon that irrelevant part of the, evi¬ 
dence. • (. 

', He begged pardon of the bon. gent, op¬ 
posite (general Craufurd), but he really 
was led away from his campaign by the* 
jsoble lord ; but to tell the truth, he hud 
Hl4ujged in a gentle slumber during part 
" '<ue«. I have i^eed wondered. 


18 W>^Sxpe^im to ike Scheldi* 

Sir, (said Mr. W.) how your vigour was 
able to Bland it, though my surprise ik 
much abated, when 1 consider the exer¬ 
tions which you are ever ready to make 
for the general interest. I really, how¬ 
ever, had sunk into a slight oblivion during 
some of the sieges ; though, in truth, few 
ofthem took much time. And, when 1 
awakened to resume my scVvices, happen¬ 
ing to ask from a friend near me, how far 
we had got—" Oh. (said he) our general 
says, * by God, he Las just taken Bergen- 
op-Zoom.' This oath wohld, he hoped, 
never rise in judgment against the gallant 
ofiicer, but be forgotten by the generosity 
of the angel alluded to by tliat interest¬ 
ing writer, whose pictures from nature the 
gallant officer’s speech was strikingly cal¬ 
culated to call to one’s recollection. The 
gallant officer^ w'hosc service.? he knew 
and respected, was no diiubt as tender, as 
he professed to be of the blood of the sol¬ 
dier, as he was known from his conduct 
upon service to be prodigal of his own. 
The gallant officer however, might, like 
Mr. Shandy, be analous to mount his hobby 
horse upon military tactics. iThe siege 
of Bcrg(Mi«op'Zooni might be as familiar 
to his imagination as that of Namur was 
to Mr. Shandy. But neither llie gallant ge¬ 
neral nor his friends, the ministers, were 
fit tofecope with Mr. Shandy. Mr. Shandy 
had plans of all the towns he had to invest, 
but neither the gallant officer nor his 
friends bad a single plan. The gallant 
officer, liowever, expressed a readiness to 
forfeit his head if he could not accomplish 
hiswhoje project. But his head was per¬ 
fectly safe, for he might rely upon it, that 
he would never be sent to put his project 
to trial. No, the country had too much of 
such trials to accede to another, and he 
trusted the House was too sensible of the 
nature and consequence of the trial which 
had taken place, to accede to the gallant 
general’s amendment. What, after the 
farce and the, tragedy which marked this 
Expedition, was it possible that the House 
ceuld adopt*the proposed amendment, 
wjiich wou^ go to take away the very sub¬ 
stratum of his noble friend’s resolutions ? 
What, ailer the noble minister of war’s 
frequent exhibition of an immense ^rmy, 
on paper, illustrated Iby the stow difficult 
preparatior^ of a qgp'paratively small 
force.—The^Milp^'ford, could not there¬ 
fore so easily of bis responsibility. 

He gawc hitn credit,,indeed, of not 
shrilling from M; he gave him also the 
credit of affbrd^g a fulland complete pre- 
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paration to the Expedition. The soldiers agree to the gallant officer's amenjment ? 
were well equi^ed, and the staff quite This document from the French offic^ 
comoleted. "Even fsaid Mr. W.l even was indeed a curious artirU 


completed. "Even (said Mr. W.) even 
the ci^ staff was perfect. The good 
city of London was represented by the 
jolliestofher aldermen. (Loud laughing.) 
To him the noble lord paid the most mark¬ 
ed attention. He went to Deal. He was 
the last person he saw. Oh ! how tender¬ 
ly affecting was the interview ! The fleet 
sailed—how sad w^as the parting 1 The 
noble lord stood on the shore saluting the 
jolty alderman^ and catching his last 
sigh—-when the worthy baronet, in the 
words of the builad : 


agree to the gallant officer's amendment ? 
This document from the French offic^ 
was indeed a curious article -of in forma¬ 
tion for the noble lord io rely upon. It 
was casually, formed in 130S, and dh- 
scribed the positions of the French army 
at that time. Yet this document wasa^ 
duced to justify a great military move* 
ment in 1810; because from some loose 
intelligence since obtained, it was infer¬ 
red that nearly the whole of that arniy 
had gone to the Danube. Such was the 
nature of the intelligence upon which the 
noble lord .set our military resources in 
motion. But the noble lord would, it seems. 


— I ■■ ■ ■“ Waved his lily hand, 

'* And bid his noble friend adieu.” 

But at last the envious winds interfered 
—the Phoenix spread her wings, and waft¬ 
ed the turtles and the alderman to the 
destined port. Last night (said Mr. W.) 
I looked about for him, when an allusion 
was made to the expence at which the 
city estimated the Expedition. The Jolly 
baronet was aW9ty, but another kissed the 
rod. He is also a baronet, but that is not 
sufficient to describe him, there are so 
many of them ; he may be known, how¬ 
ever ; his face is less round am? less ruddy 
than the other. There were no less tlian 
three of them there huddled together on 
the same bench—three baronets, all ele¬ 
vated for unheard-ot-scrvices. ^ut he 
must leave the aldermen, however reluct- 


call over the French emperor to bear tes¬ 
timony in favour of his character and the 
policy of his arrangements. This call, 
however, the noble lord must expect now. 
to be answered according tQ the old adage, 
that he was marsied, and could not 
come." And may that marriage, said the 
lion. gent, be productive of general feli¬ 
city, by leading to that peace which 
Frati^c has so often attempted, in vain, to 
establish with this country. 

He had, perhaps not very consistently, 
indulged in some farce on this suliject: 
alas! lie was now come to pure unmixed 
tragedy : he ^vas iv)W come to a melan¬ 
choly estimate of the prodigality ofhunian 
Jife, and ,the wanton extravagance of 
human happiness : he was come to consi¬ 
der the cruelty of men who had sent our 


antly, and return once more to the noble 
lord. The army,it must be allowed, when 
it did go, was fufly completed in every 
thing ; the more therefore the guilt of 
the noble lord and his colleagues, to send 
it to a place where so many w'ere certain 
of perishing, and consigned to a premature 
atid inglorious grave. They might hay^ 
saved them from that calamity, had they 
attended to the advii e and opinions of the 
officers they insulted, by asking in mockery 
for their opinions, Opou which they were 
predetermined not to act.^ ButJ:hc noble 
lord dealt hardly by his witnesses, for 
when they gave evidence, such ^ he 
wished, he would have them believed : but 
if theyflidjiot do that, he irXpeachedMicir 
testimony. After the production of such 
witnesses as Mr. Coke, and Mr. Pole, to 
attest in*fact, nothing alalia.and the docu¬ 
ment found ugjQH the deao French officer 
in Catalonia, to hnnish faiisfactory proofs 
of the noble lord's ac-u racy of intelligence 
—afYer the melancholy cata-strophe of, 
this ill-cohcerted and iTi-executed^Expedi- 
ilon^ was it pg^ble the Hogse evuid 
Tot. XTI. : 


troops to perish unnecessarily^ and tnglo- 
riously in the most unhealthy climate in 
the uorld, at its most pestilential season 1 
It had beon Jsaid by way of extenuation of 
the conduct of ministers, that the last sea¬ 
son was^remarkobly rigorous: he had to 
state, from good luilhority, fliat it was on^ 
of the mildest ever known in Walchcren. 
—As to the question of the gallant gene¬ 
ral, whether the nativm \vould consent to 
give up the West India Islands, because 
their, climate w'as unfavourable to the 
health of our troops, he would declare for 
him.sctf, that be did not know whether he 
would wish to occupy so many of these 
islands. Certainly he never would con¬ 
sent to retain St. Domingo, at the expCnce 
of so many lives as the aitenipt to obtain 
it had cost thi-^ country. Nor would he 
afi«ent to the detention of Walcheren, how 
ever important it might he deemed in any 
point of view, even at the hazard of suen 
sacrifices as that island had ocrasiofied. 
Tiic,rctentiori, indeed, of this island w« 
from the beginning evidently impractica¬ 
ble. Our troops had not begp^Jong: there 
2 B • 
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when they actually became, from the pro¬ 
gress of disease* quite unfit for active ope¬ 
ration, even”had the ulterior object of the 
Ex^^edition been attainable* and required 
their aid for its accomplishment. In fact 
the unhealthy character of this island was 
net-to be doubted. Let the House look to 
the evidence of captain Puget* and to that 
•f naany others; let them look to sir Lucas 
f^pys* to him* who made such a curious 
exhibition before the House* who, at first/ 
stated that he did not know any thing of 
hospital diseases, and came back again to 
explain his meaning, that he did not know 
any thing of the internal arrangements of 
hospitals, as if that could be considered 
his original meaning. As, well* indeed, 
might a man be supposed to look into a 
pair of empty jack boots to ascertain the 
•tate of the ie^s which once wore them. 
But, yet sir Luens Pdpys, as well as Mit 
Keates and Mr. Knight, still asserted, that 
the misfortune attached to the Expedition 
owing to the progress of the disease at 
Walcheren* was not attributable to them. 
Surely then* this case ought to be inquired 
into, in order to ascertain the guilt. For 
what guilt could be greater than that 
which led to suoh calamity ? 

But the noble !ord,*wMth his usual sin- 
gularily of phrase* called this a specula¬ 
tive di.<:ease. What did he inetln by this ?• 
Was th^re any medical man so ignorant, 
as not to know that the disease certainly 
awaited oufr troops, and was not that cer¬ 
tainly soon experienced and fatally ascer¬ 
tained ? The House had many reiurns be¬ 
fore it, as to the progress of this disease; 
but did the noble lord know any thing of 
the state of the troops at this moment } 
^bow few of them were^now, or even likely 
to become, fit for service ? One fact alone 
which had come to his knowledge was 
sufficient to demonvStrate the mischievous 
efiects of this distemper. Out of 128 men 
composing the light company of the Srd 
regiment of guards, all picked men* which 
went out to Walcheren, not one man was 
now fit for duty* it being necessary, that 
those who survived should be nursed like 
children. Such then was the consequence 
of an Expedition, the main ^object of 
which was to be achieved suddenly; was 
to be done, as the noble lord termed it* 
by a amp de main. But the noble lord^ 
bad quite a peculiar conception of that* 
military phrase* instead of regarding it as 
X prompt decisive effort of coura^, he' 
reUly seemed to consider it as tantamount 

the jlow progrese ofpro- 
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tracted operations and suspended attacks. 
—Whatever might be said of the capture 
of Fribourg and Ismael* that of Copenha¬ 
gen wasnot^surely acoup-de-main, although 
so denominated by the noble lord. Ai 
well* indeed* might the attack made by 
his friends and himself upon the ministers, 
if victorious upon this occasion* be const* 
dered a coup~de-mam. They had opened 
their trenches upon the 23d of January, 
against ministers; they had frequently 
mounted the glacis* been victorious, and 
been repelled, but he hoped'they w'ould 
on this discussion finally triumph for the 
benefit of their country* still their triumph 
could not be deemed a coup^de-tnain, un- 
le.ss in the noble lord’s singular construe* 
tion of the phrase. 

Now, as to the retention of Walcheren, 
he declared that he consides'-d that unfor* 
tunato proceeding attributable principally 
to the right hoii. gent, who spoke last. 
He was to blame, for it was he, who, by 
throwing the apple of disj^ord among his 
colleagues, produced a degree of confu¬ 
sion and disorder in their councils* which 
uid’uted them for some time for almost 
any measure of government. In fact, as 
soon as they recovered from that confu¬ 
sion, that ill-fated island was abandoned. 
The hon. gent, ftdt that much mdre might 
be saiif upon the subject; but from the 
late hour of the night, he was unwilling 
to trespass farther upon the attention of 
the Ilou'ie.—Exhausted as he then was, 
and as the House was* should conclude 
by demanding their unanimous and prompt 
decision.. The nation demanded their de« 
cislon ; the wreck of our brave army de¬ 
manded it; the martyred thousands whom 
ue had left to rot in Walcheren demanded 
ft.—There is, indeed* (said Mr. W.) from 
the centre to the circumference of the 
empire* one, united* universal* heart-rend¬ 
ing cry for justice. , Give it then to the 
supplications of the people; give it to the 
sorrows c,f the army; give it as the last 
consolation to tjie widows and orphans of 
the dead; Give it as a pledge of the ho¬ 
nour and iutugrity of the living. > To the 
people of England* and to the cause of 
humanity, the punishment of those who 
have created dfleh enomous evil is a me- 
cessary act oPduty. The memory of the 
dead* and the honour oCjthv army call for 
vengeance upon the authors of this Expe^ 
dition* and 1 trust in God that ihe^Hoase 
will attehd to the call. • . 

Captain Parker said a few words in via* 
dication of the ^xueditioti | xAlsr wllictf 
the House adjoara^•l 
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HOUSE OF LOKDS, 

Fi^day, March 30. 

[Campaign in Spain.] Lord Ch'cnvilk 
rose, in pursuance of his notice, to call 
the attention of the House to certain pans 
of the correspondence respecting the 
Campaign in Spain, which he contended 
bad been ver^f improperly made public. 
He felt himself somewhat embarrnssed 
with respect to the course he ought to 
pursue—his objection being to the publi¬ 
city which H&d been given to certain parts 
of the correspondence; but the mischief 
which must arise from the disclosures 
made through the strange, unaccountable 
and unpardonable negligence with which 
this correspondence had been thrown on 
the table, was, he was afraid, already 
done. This correspondence had been al¬ 
ready printed and published through that 
House, to Europe and the world, and the 
consequences would, he much feared, 
prove highly [furious to the interests of 
the country. An inconvenience might 
sometimes necessarily arise with respect 
to the conduct of negociations from that 
free discussion which was inhe|;ent in the 
frame and essence of our constitution; 
but it was an inconvenience greatly over¬ 
balanced by the advantages derived to the 
country from that free discussion. Jtwas, 
however, a sacred duty at all times incum¬ 
bent upon the government, to take care 
that this inconvenience should never be 
unnecjessarily increased to the detriment 
of the interests of the country, and the in¬ 
jury of its character amongst oyr allies, 
it wtis peculiarly a sacred duty in the 
King's ministers to take care in the pub¬ 
lication of papers relative to negociations, 
and connected with our transactions with 
friendly states, 1. That the public coun¬ 
cils of their governments should not be 
betrayed, and that no improper renections 
should be made public upon the govern¬ 
ments themselves. 2. I'iiaL no .publica¬ 
tion should be made of the quarrels or dis¬ 
unions of the leading persons of such*go- 
vernmeiits, or of those coiiBi^ntially em¬ 
ployed byjthcm. 3. It was, above all, a, 
most sacred duty to take care that the 
safety and the lives (if persons confiden¬ 
tially employed b*y them, or on the part 
of this country^r from whom information 
was obtained, should not be lightly com¬ 
promised, or wantonly put to hazard. 

The principles of conduct, wbich*thisduty 
imposed, hixd been miilbrmly acted upon 
publicaiioo of diplomaim «orres- 
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pondence by the government of this 
country, until the period when his Majes¬ 
ty's present ministers, upon a former oc¬ 
casion, yielded up their oflices, and pub¬ 
lished without discrimination or selection, 
a 'mass of correspondence with foreigo; 
jiowers, several parts of which ought never 
to have been made public, and the pnbli* 
cation of which have tended materially 
to injure the interests and the character of 
the country. It was then in contemplation 
to have made a formal complaint to Par- 
lian^cnt of such extraordinary conduct, 
and he now most unfeignedly regretted 
that he did not upon that occasion agree, 
that such a complaint should be made, as 
it might have prevented a repetition oL 
conduct so unworthy and so disgraceful. 
He felt it to be now an imperative duty to 
make a complaint against ^hc ministers, 
for having published ^locumenls of a con¬ 
fidential and private nature, tending to 
cqpipromise the honour and character of 
the epunUy, to betray its interests, and to 
endanger the lives of individuals. Tho 
papers respecting the Campaign in Spain, 
which had been delivered, were full of 
passages which were most improper to bo 
published. It surely ought to be consi¬ 
dered as an incumlfent duty of every go¬ 
vernment, to refrain from publishing any 
remarks, tending to bring into discredit 
the general in the chief commanikof the 
troops of an allied power, still more to re* 
frain from publishing observatfons to this 
eflect, which w'ere merely matter of opi¬ 
nion, or at most but of loose suspicion. 

His noble friend who moved for thes# 
paper.s had worded his motion so as to 
leave to ministers the opporiunity, as was 
their duty, of selecting such parts as were* 
consistent with public safety and indi¬ 
vidual security; that motion being for 
copies and extracts. That House was no 
party, therefore, to these disclosures, nor he 
was sifi’e, was his Majesty, when he grant¬ 
ed leave for their production ; but let the 
House see what they contained. The 
whole tenor of them was to shew the 
wretched weakness of the Supreme Junta, 
and especially to impugn the character and 
conduct of the commander of the Spanish 
argiies. Let their lordships turn over ati 
the ftroceedings of parliament, and they 
could not find an instance in which, just 
'acihe close of a campaign, a foreign cooi- 
Diander was thus brought before parlia- 
|•ment*with whole pages of invective againA 
him. Such shocking injustice had 
before lAuoeUibehrproceedinsbf-i^'ia^ 
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nothing of gen. Cuesta ; but if he were a 
man of honour and character, he must feel 
as' acutely as any man in this country 
would Under similar circumstance.**, lie 
was reviled by miiiisters in parliament, 
and their attacks on him published here 
and throughout Karopc, even in the very 
country where he was serving. How was 
he to defend himself to the Spaniards 
against our accusations > Even in the de¬ 
fence of our own general, it did not seem 
that attacks on character, but that state¬ 
ments of facts in the conduct and opera¬ 
tions of the general of the allies would be 
suflicient. Was it fit for a British mi¬ 
nister to make a charge of meditated 
treachery, implying the bringing into dif¬ 
ficulties and the sacrificing of his own 
army, unless^ he had a positive certainty 
of the facts ? What, foreign general courd 
fee) safe if the administration under which 
this country has the misfortune to groan, 
would put on paper, make oflicial, a?id 
circulate such imputations? At page .50 
of the papers, it wa-* stated thus in one 
of Mr. l'Verp^s letters dated Seville, “ It 
is a matter of general su'^pirion, and lias 
been for some time past, that gen. Cnesia 
meditates sonic*.seri(>u^ p!.ui of vcngi.anco, 
in r<-.‘icntment of the nllronls and disgusts 
which he experienced about half a year 
Ago on the part of rlie Central Junta. Thfc 
dispersion and ruin of gen. Blake’s army 
has removed one j*rcat o]>staj;lo to sucli a 
project on his part, and has increased the 
nlarm ol thot.e who apprehended it.” 

Thus it was insinrated th.'.t that sjenv ial 
was actuated by the basest riolivcs. In¬ 
sinuations igaiiisi Dilii i f-cm raks tuher of 
want of tall III?, or of an indiliercnce to 
the cauhe in which‘llu y were engaged, 
were in the same nnniicr ind’scrimin.itcly 
publisheil. Of Venegas if was Jlippantly 
said in the same lettrr, “Ccneral Venegas 
himseir does not app. ar po^stbsed of that 
military reputai'on, or coinnianding cha¬ 
racter, which would he necessary to coun¬ 
terpoise a man of general liJuesla's autho¬ 
rity and decided temper.” 

Thus publishing to the world, that, in¬ 
stead of being united against the enemy, 
it was sought to poise the Spanish gene rals 
against each other, and that such was their 
disunion, that their time was solely em¬ 
ployed in quarrelling among themselves^ 
In the same letter he found, tliat Mr. 
Frere, the king’s diplomatic minister in 
Spain, had taken upon himself to give i 
'pif Oat dec isive opiiuon upon the talents of 

genefals, observing, that. 


'' We have at this moment, by the con-* 
cession of all the world, only two men 
who are capable of commanding even a 
small body of troops in a military man- 
ner—g(mcral Blake and the duke or Albu¬ 
querque; and they both of them find 
themselves without an army ; Blake by a 
misfortune to which it is, impossible to 
attach any blame ; and Albuquerque by a 
misfortune for which he is still less ac¬ 
countable, that of having given umbrage 
to the Junta by llie circumstances of his 
birth and fortune, and of having excited 
the jealousy of general Cuesta by his re¬ 
putation and popularity among the troop.s, 
motives which I fear may lead to the 
sacrifice of his reputation, and to the loss 
of his hcrvices to ihr public causo.^’ 

Could there be a outrageous at¬ 

tack upon the Junta, than thus to publish 
to the world that they bad taken umbrage 
at an able general, inercljq because he 
was a man of birth and fortune, and that 
his services were thus to* be lost to the 
pfihlic cause. And yet their lordships had 
often been told tliat tliis very Junta par¬ 
ticularly claimed our sup}>ort, as the steady 
and ardeint defenders of the rights of (heir 
rouutry and of just relation'? existing in 
society. Bui still more in these papers, 
private and confidential cominunicaiion* 
w’orc <)etraycd, for a private letter from 
the iluke of Albuquerque was made pub¬ 
lic, which was evidently intended to be 
entirely confidential. In thi.s letter he 
says, 1 must hcquakit you, fon your 
guidance, that the whole of the Pilnglish 
siafi* has- expressed llie strongest wishe.9 
that the command of the army should be 
given to me, and its dissatisfaction with 
general Cuesta. Almost all the generals, 
as well as llic chiefs, and most of the of¬ 
ficers and soldiers, expre.ss tlie same de¬ 
sire. Alava, whose frankne.ss yon know', 
has written in the. strongest terms to 
Valdes pointing out the absolute necessity 
of remdVjng fJnesta, and that the com¬ 
mand should be given either to Blake, 
Vefleyar:, or myself^ though he docs not 
oponly merolion me, lest thep should 
think he speaks from partiality and inte¬ 
rest, being with me." Was it necessary 
to comment ^pon th^ mischievous ten¬ 
dency of such language; was it necessary 
point out the pernicious’ con&c(]uciices, 
that must arise from placing gen. Cuesta 
and the duke of Albuquerque in* such a 
state of*muiual Jealousy and mutual ani¬ 
mosity; Were they to be told that there 
existed a governqaent in*Spain, tiiat tben 
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existed Rt the same lime in that countrvi 
a description of men, and those of no 
mean influence, who looked upon rank 
and foriunc* as calculated only to excite 
suspicion, and disqualify men for being 
engaged a!)d trusted in a cause, the great 
object of which was the support of a legi¬ 
timate monarch, and the assertion of na¬ 
tional indepciuTcnce ? In what a situation 
was the duUc of Albuquer(|ue placed by 
the publication of this confidential letter, 
and winch, evident he <lid not ivi;;b 

to be made public? 'J(:eduke of Ahu- 
querque and Cncsta w'cre now li>gethcr in 
Cadiz, and whaf nni .i bo Uio feelings of 
the former when this pulilication of Ins pri¬ 
vate seiilinu-uts rcspeciing Cncsta reached 
Cadiz? liut in wliut a situation was the 
country placed by tliete imnscrcct, these 
criminal disclosures ? Would not British 
ministers be in future shunned, and all 
confidence withheld from flicm by those 
govcrnmeius to whom they may have 
seat, for tear t onfidence should be bc- 
* tvaycvl by the Bi itisli government at home, 
and private and confidential commnnica- 
tlrms laiti before pai hanient and exposed 
to all the world? Would not iliis be the 
natural result of such shocking injustice, 
as the puhlication of these papers dis¬ 
played ? The insinuations published in 
these documents were not conHnud to 
generals alone, but extended also to diplo- 
malic characters. It might have been 
thought, that the Spanish minister accre¬ 
dited in this country would at least liavc 
been treated with respict; but, on the 
contrary, Mr. Frcre liad rhoserwto treat 
M. C^cvallos as a man into whom it was 
impossible to beat common sense.—Ife 
says, ''In my corrcspondenct with M. 
de Ccvallos, a foolish fallacy, half a dozen 
times refuted in the course of half a 
year, was reproduced by him at the end 
of tlie discussion.** , 

lie wished it to be distinctly understood, 
that he did not blame Mr. I^Vcrc^for mak¬ 
ing these communications;,it was of course 
his duty to collect all the inlbrmatiorf he 
could. {^Ic could not comimnid the flip¬ 
pancy of Mr. I’Vcre's remarks upon the 
conduct of the Spanish generals, and of 
the*Junt^ but he,was farHVoni blaming 
his de.sirc to collect and to communicate 
information : the blame rested altogctlicr 
with tiie ministers for puldisliirig that in- 
formatk)ti in the shape, in which it was' 
now hefurp the House. Above*all, the 
‘ most serious charge against the King's mi- 
nisteri, 'tvas in publishipg circumstances 


by which the safety and lives of persons 
were endangered. Wliat vote the House* 
would come to he knew not, but he could 
not think any man had nerves to defend 
such conduct. It wa^ not only to birth 
that humanity and protection were owing, 
but three otlier namc.s were brought for- 
w.ard at full length, to whom acts were 
imputed that w'ould .subject them to the 
implacable hatred of the French govern- 
mvat, by who.se hands, if Pliey fell into 
thom^ they must pay the forfeit of their 
lives. He could not bring himself to point 
out these papers: the mischief might have 
been already done; but if it w^re not, it 
was not bis wMi by being more particular, 
to enhance their danger by giving greater 
publicity to the documents. Every^ body 
was treated alike by Mr. Frcre and the 
King's ministers. General Equia, for in- 
stftnce, of whom he had heard no com- 
promise, “ they s^iV, is a man of consider¬ 
able military geographical knowledge, 
hut with no character for dpcisioii, and 
unfit to command ; a useful assistant to 
Cuesta but not thought much of by liiiu, 
and that he completed the ruin of his 
army at Medellin, because he had received 
no orders from Cuesta.** "Such publica¬ 
tions tended to shut us out of the conti. 
nent more eilcctually than Buonaparte’s 
measures did. They tended to insulate us. 
by disgracing our character, lie* then 
dwelt on the lamentable events w'hich oc¬ 
curred in this dreadful contesf; such as 
assassinations, and tiie slaughter of 700 
defeiu*cdeh.s prisoners in cold blood, which 
nolliing could juslily. Howeverwc might 
lament that the passions should be so 
worked lif), ret.aliaiion ought to be clearly 
made out, before we published such ac- * 
counts. Would they reconcile the peo¬ 
ple of this country to the loss of our own 
troops in these campaigns ? They could 
only excite indignation against the cold 
rccital*of these acts, and the omission of 
tiio interference of the British minister, 
and of any orders to him to that efiecL 
They were spoken of like the ordinary 
occur! ences of war. lie never saw a cbU 
lection of papers more unfit to publish in 
any shape^ In the last se.ssion he saw 
suppressions and selections, it was true; 
but net. to protect individuals in foreign 
land.s, but to .screen ministers theniiielves 
fro'tn the just and merited indignation of 
parliament; but when they entertained 
*thc v;tin and shallow hope that by a stigma 
on Spain they might justify their own con«' 
duct, no paper was ^itbneldTeTcn'at tha 
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risk of incalculable'privatc calamity, and 
the roin of the national character. Were 
there any mode of getting back these 
papers, their lordships he was convinced 
would gladly adopt it; but none such oc¬ 
curred. Anotht:i‘ bundle was ordered; 
the constitution and the uniform practice 
of the government required of ministers 
to select and prepare it; but after what 
had passed, the Ilouse would make them¬ 
selves parties to the act, if they did not 
put themselves in ministers places, and 

J ircveut similar t-irors. He then iiiovcd I 
or the appointment of a Secret Commit¬ 
tee, to whom the papers concerning Spain 
and Portugal not yet delivered should be 
referred, to eelect and prepare them for | 
the House. 

Marquis IVellcsIcj/ professed his readi¬ 
ness to admit the general principle laid 
down by the noble lord, respecting the 
eelection of diplomatic documents for pub¬ 
lication. He was ready to admit, that in 
answering the demand of eithpr ll;puse of 
Parliament for the production of such do¬ 
cuments, a sacred duty w'as imposed on 
the executive power to take care that 
such publications should not violate the 
good faith subsisting between govern¬ 
ments, or expose thd personal safety of 
individuals. Admitting the sacred obli¬ 
gation of that duty, it was als«.) requisite ito 
' atten(J to the nature and extent of the de¬ 
mand of parliament, and to the peculiar 
circumstances of the case, tvhich, in the 
present instance must be acknowledged 
to involve matter of great delicacy and 
difliculty. This was a case in which par¬ 
liament and the nation were intltled to 
know the truth, and it was diHiuilt, if not 
impracticable, to sat'sfy that great pubhe 
and natural right, consistently with the ! 
overstrained restrictions which the noble! 
lord would attempt to impose on the pre¬ 
paration of the ollicial documents required 
Ibr the information of their hvdships. 
Their lordships would at the same time 
recollect how general and anxious a wish 
had been expressed throughout these 
kingdoms, that every aid bhouUl be 
afforded to Spain which might enable j 
her to assert her national independence, 
and to restore her legitimate monarchy on 
the basis of the happiness, the prosperity 
and the freedom of the people.—It was 
necessary, therefore, to shew how ilip-ef¬ 
forts of this country in the cause of Spain 
had been dUappoinied.—Above all* it was 
. necessary to' shew why the glorious 
acUevemavts of the British arms in the 


peninsula, had not been followed by bene* 
iicial consequences, equal to their splen¬ 
dor, and to the fair expectations which 
they had raised both in this country and 
in Spain. This could not be ellected 
without tracing these failures to their 
proper cause; ami without pointing out 
the real sources of the culamiiies which 
have been accumulated oh the peninsula. 
The real causes of the failures in Spain 
were not fully understood in this country. 
It w'a.H essential, therefore, to state and as¬ 
certain all the facts and cii*cumstancea to 
which those failures w'cru justly to be im¬ 
puted. It must be the wish of their lord- 
slaps and of the nation at large, as it cer- 
.tainly was his earnest wish and the wish 
of all his colleagues, to disclose all these 
circumstances with the least possible re¬ 
serve. This, however, could not be cffec; 
tually done without producing the papers 
astiiey appear on their lordships’ table 
from which it must be seen that the dis¬ 
sensions, the intrigues and the corruptions 
ofthc Spanish officers, alia that the weak- ' 
ness and incapacity of the Spanish go¬ 
vernment have been the real sources and 
springs, as well as the proximate causes of 
all the misfortunes which have recently 
alilicted tlic Spanish nation. 

The noble Lord is of opinion, however, 
that ^tlie ymbllcation of these documents 
must prove higlily injurious to the charac¬ 
ter of the Spanish government; but the 
noble loid appears to have forgotten that 
the Spanish governmei^t, to whose conduct 
the papers reier, is actually extinct. The 
Central Junta is dissolved in its own weak¬ 
ness, and a difierent form of goveriiment 
has succeeded. He and his cullcugucs 
^ve] e desirous to demonstrate tlie nature, 
the p‘*ogrefls and the result of these events; 
but they could not di.srhargc their duty, 
if they were to be precluded from reveal¬ 
ing the real state of a government which 
no longer exists; and which has fallen 
amidst^the confusion occasioned by iti 
own defects. 

Th'* noble lord next complains of the 
publicatioiiyof Mr. Frere’s letter in which 
that gentleman states his opinion of the 
character and conduct of general Cuesta. 
Now he woivld challenge the noblq lord 
to rise in bis place, and to mark a singie 
j^oint in that letter respecting general 
Cuesta which was not of general notoriety 
throughout all Spain, which wa| not in 
conformity,with the opinion of every offi¬ 
cer ayd soldier in the Spanish* army; and 
of every mau who really felt and avowed 
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ah attachment to the Spanish cause. So 
thoroughly and universally was the con¬ 
viction of general Cucsta’s incapacity felt, 
that Mr. Frere, as appears by these 
papers, had actually demanded his dismis- 
biou from the command of the army, a cir¬ 
cumstance which the noble lord has omit¬ 
ted to notice. He (the marquis Wellesley) 
on his arrival a{ Seville did not think it 
necessary to insist on that demand, being 
satisfied that general Cuesta could not re¬ 
main in the command; and that the in¬ 
fluence of general opinion respecting his 
incapacity, the infirm state of his body, 
and the decrepitude of his mind, must 
speedily occasion his removal without any 
interposition of the British power. The 
ttpble lord seemed to suppose, (a supposi¬ 
tion however in which he was mistaken) 
that general Cuesta still lield a command 
at Cadi:^. (Jeneral Cuesta has had no 
command in Spain since his removal, 
which, to the general satisfaction of the 
Spaniiih army people, took place in 
• the beginning of August, 

The next charge made by the noble 
lord against his Majesty’s government 
(a most serious charge if Ibunded^n tact) 
was a violation of honour in publishing a 
private letter of the duke of Albuqucrrp.fe, 
Now be would assert in front of that noble 
lord, (hat there was not a sentiment ron- 
tained in that letter, n hich was not of per¬ 
fect notoriety tiu'oughout Spain; that there 
was not a scnliineiit in it which that il- 
Juslrioiii person had not himself publicly 
and loudly proclaimed ! So far from com¬ 
plaining of the publication of that* letter, 
ihe duRc <»f Albnqucnjue would heartily 
rejoice at it; and confident he was, that 
lie should receive the cordial thanks of 
that spirited ofTicer, of whose personal 
friendship he boasted, for having thus 
publicly recorded his real opinions, and 
his just pretensions to vrbich on every oc¬ 
casion he was proud to bear testimony. 
But the talents and merits of that, gallant 
and illustrious commander, i^lood in need 
of no testimony from him, Lcttbe safety 
of Cadiz, ^t his rapid inarch for the de¬ 
fence ofthat^ast hold of Spanish inde¬ 
pendence, attest his zeal, his patriotism, 
his skill, his furtitufje and glory. If 
Cadiz yet be safe, its safety is due to the 
prompt decision \r that gallant and no* 
ble mind, whose conduct formed a splen¬ 
did contaast with that of many others; 
who might, therefore, justly coftdemn ex¬ 
amples which he disdained to imitate*, and 
jL«ow hiA claima to* the superior conmaad. 


of the armies of a country whose exiflten^a 
he had saved. Thus far their lordships 
would see how groundless were the appre¬ 
hensions, how superfluous the invectivea 
of which the noble baron was so prodigal 
in censuring the pretended indiscretion of 
his Majesty’s ministers. But the further 
instances adduced by the noble lord in 
justification of these invectives, would af¬ 
ford a still stronger proof of the injus¬ 
tice of these charges, and of the ignorance 
which dictated them. The noble lord, as 
an additional proof of the thoughtless and 
unfeeling indiscretion of ministers, has 
stated the case of three persons, who, it 
seems, will be exposed to the most emi¬ 
nent danger, and to the most rancorous 
resentment of the enemy, by the publica- 
cation of certain facts of the correspon¬ 
dence before their lordships.' The noble 
lorti has abstained from naming them ; 
but he could assure the noble lord, that no 
neeossity existed for such affected caution. 
Their names were well known both in 
Spain and Trance; both to the Spanish 
and the French governments. Indeed, he 
m'};ht add, that the publication of their 
names, when accompanied by the men¬ 
tion of their hardy dpeds. Was one of the 
proudest distinctions to w'hlch the Spanish 
patriois aspired. This was the case of the 
several leaders of partizan corps, whose 
names had already been published in the 
Spanish gazettes for the purpose of honour 
and fame, as the noble lord wdlild have 
Known if he had been at all acquainted with 
the real slate ot'Spain. Another case wa* 
that of M. Barrios—M. Barrios is re¬ 
presented as having, in retaliation of some 
cruel and finworthy treatment inflicted on 
the Spanisli prisoners fty a French general, 
caused 700 French prisoners to be driven 
into the Minho. No man Viewed such st 
deed with more horror, or more lamented 
such outrages against the laws of civilized 
war than he did; but is this fact now first 
revealed by the papers on the table? 
And what must their lordships think of 
the correctness of the information upon 
which the noble baron rests his charge 
against ministers, when they come to hear 
the true staUmient of that fact ? Wag not 
the perpetration of that deed notorious 
throughout Spain, notorious to the French 
government ? Did not Barrios himself 
not 'only loudly proclaim, but proudly 
Loast of it at Seville? Was it notpub- 
Itsiied m all the'Spanish and.French .ga¬ 
zettes, has not Banios even been pub¬ 
licly proscribed by name by RTe'Erench 
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goremment ? ' Where thea is the secret 
which the publiration of these papers has 
disdoeed ? The transaction^ bowevcr 
dreedih)^ was public. M. Barrios had 
first made a solemn remonstrance against 
Marshal Ney's proceedings towards "the 
Spanish prisoners, and failing in that 
remonstrance, retaliation had been or¬ 
dered.^ 

The noh/e lord (hen pathetically de¬ 
plores the dangers to which the governor 
of Avila li'is been exposed, by the publi¬ 
cation of these documents. These papirs 
would convict him of having betrayed to 
the Spanish general Cucsta, letters and I 
dispatches from Joseph Buf-mnpurte uixl 
general Jourdan, and thereby expose liim 
to the most cruel resentment of the ene¬ 
my. But what is the fac^ ? A^vilv\ \v«-i in 
the hands of the French ; and tlie cinei- 
norof Avila was the French liiicn.'^l. 

1 

It was not lie who betrayed the letlen j 
into the hands of gem ral Cuc‘*ta ; but i 
they were found upon u .Spaipsh friaV, to | 
whom they had been confidentially en- ' 
trusted : What danger then can the go¬ 
vernor of Avila incur from the production 
of those papers ? The governor of Avila 
w*as still attacjicd to the cause of the in¬ 
vader; and even while he (lord Wellesley) 
was in Spain, the whole of those dispateht's 
which had been delivered to geneial <^Ju- 
esta,^ with all the eircuinstanccs of ihc 
case, were published at Seville. None of 
the persons, therefore, for whose safety 
the humanity of the noble lord is so alarm¬ 
ed, have been exposed to any danger by 
the publication of the papers on the table. 
He moreover believed that they were now 
out of the reach of the enemy’s powm- ; 
what then is the ca^sc which has thus dis¬ 
turbed tlie noble lord's temper, and per¬ 
verted his judgment } The noble lord can¬ 
not have read the papers, or he does not 
understand them. With what coulidence 
then does he come here to charge* others 
with neglect, when he himself is so grossly 
misinformed; and yet presumes to pass so 
severe a sentence. The noble lord has 
betrayed the utmost ignorance vvith re¬ 
spect to every point upon whu-h he has 
touched; and he (lord W«llesley) was 
justified in again asserting, that the noble 
loni stood convicted either of not^ having 
read the papers on the table, or if bo had 
read them, of not understanding them. 
He trusted, therefore, that their lordships’ 
House would spurn those imputations«of 
indiscretion' and neglect, with which the 
kldUc lofeti has charged Jiis Majesty’^ mi¬ 


nister^; and that they would reject, a 
motion which would deprive them of ^at 
full information respecting the afiairs of 
Spain, which alone could guide their fu¬ 
ture determination, with regard to the in¬ 
terests of that country. The papers al¬ 
ready on the table, and those yet to be 
produced, would amply supply that in¬ 
formation, and would disclose the truth in 
full and open Jay. Their lordships would 
there see that the weakness, the di.*;seii- 
tions,aiul thecorruptionsofthe Spanish oili- 
cers andgovcnimeiit, werev^he real sources 
and springs of ail the disasters and cala¬ 
mities which have .bi. fallen the Spanish 
nation. That know'lcdgu would furnish 
the grounds of a better system of policy 
for Spain, anil \. vhaps for England, the 
ally of Spain. 'IhaJ was a ejnestion, 
iiov\ ever, which he sliouiJ have another 
necusloji more fully to di^cu.'S. At pre-^ 
.KJht lie should iinploic their loidsliips not 
to uccedo to the motion iiUerctpiiiig the 
paijei.‘> hv a secret Committee : lie im- 
plorcd them not to obsCure by their own , 
act liic iigh!.> necessary for the full and 
clear knowledge of iho .c great and inte- 
rooling ijuestioiio. A rnoft material part 
of the Voii'esi>ciul';nte consisted of his 
I own (llspatchi s duiing liis late embassy to 
Spain. Tiit'-e were e‘=srntial to illusiiate 
the events wliieh h.id preceded his arrival 
in ifiai coiiiitiy, as well a-i the probable 
course of her luture fate. He therefore 
implored theii lor.lshipii, that they would 
not permit any part of his owni dispatches 
to be suppressed ; I'lint they would not 
permit the noble lorvl to rob him of the 
advantage of a public manifestation of 
the conduct wdiich he had pursued during 
his nns.Nion, and that at ica.ot the record of 
his transaction) in Sjiaiii might be pre¬ 
served to their lordships and the public, 
pure and entire. 

Earl fVny, notwithstanding the loud and 
triumphant tone of the noble marquis, 
rose to support ihe oj)inions ,uf his noble 
friend, on the impropriety and unfeeling 
v^ant of humanity in the disclosures con¬ 
tained in the papers; (hough he did not 
dispute (h^ propriety of givjng'iufornKitioii 
in every view fur liicir ioidsliips satis¬ 
faction. wi^ioui (.ompruniising ihc safety 
of individuals, if H were necessary, in 
justice to individuals the country, that 
they should be informed of the character 
of the generals and commanders of the 
army^ tnjoisters might have given that 
information without endifngering the 
safety of persons. Bi)t the passage^ in 
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tkcse papm were of a different descrip- 
tton. Was that the case of Cuesta? he 
had heard the noble lord’s opinion loudly 
proelaimed as that of the army, and he 
had also stated that it did not aflect 
him in that country now! The weak¬ 
ness and decrepitude of Cuesta’s under¬ 
standing had been dwelt upon ; but how 
would that be&r hereafler in justification 
of those campaigns which another oppor¬ 
tunity would be afforded to the noble 
lord to enter upon ? We had been told 
before this, df Cuesta’s army being much 
superior to any other Spanish army that 
had yet taken the field. We heard 
Dotliiiig then objectionable in his charac¬ 
ter. Nothing of that kind was heard tili 
now. That night he was arraigned of all 
sorts of follies and faults, and of no less 
than treachery. The man was not present 
to speak for himself: but the sentence of 
condemnation w’asto be passed upon him 
with all severity. The noble lord had called 
Cuesta’s arm^he best disciplined army 
of Spain* Was it a slight merit in Cuesta 
to recruit and discipline that force ? Re¬ 
collect the circumstances of Spain alter 
the dispersion of the two annies of Cas- 
tanos and the duke of Infantauo; there 
was nothing left in the field, and yet this 
Cuesta collected the best army! Urant- 
iiig, however, that he was unfit t(4 com¬ 
mand, was it quite fair, now that he is 
removed, to make these heavy charges 
against him, and the same too against 
Venegas ? The nyble marquis says, Cu¬ 
esta is not now in command. Granted ; 
but it was known to him (earl Gfey) that 
Cuesta was then at Cales, and probably 
contributing to the defence of that import¬ 
ant city, the last port of Spain* But 
after all that had happened in other parts 
of the country, who could say what 
might be the consequences of thus re¬ 
nouncing Cuesta? The noble lord had 
not sufficiently defended himself against 
the charge ot those (perhaps unfunded) 
accusations of Cuesta. He said ^as it not 
material toknowtbeduke of Albuquerque's 
opinions.^ Perhaps not. If, indeed, 
th£ asseriioM generally of officers of rank 
in the Spanish service were stated, there 
was, no necessity for the production of a 
private confidentiaf letter, but might it not 
make some difference with respect to tjie 
duke of Albuquerque, that though he 
loudly proclaimed his opinion, he was* 
endeavouring, secretly to obtain the com- ' 
mand for himself ? Might not that.bave a 
prejudicial effect towards him? And what 
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might not he be supposed to fVom it, 
upon general principles, when he saw the 
private letter exposed, and repreaen^g 
him, as intriguing for command T Goq£ 
der the possible consequences of' tlMf 
unadvised publication to the duke of 
Albuquerque from the impression it might 
mnke on the minds of the people of Gates* 
Might it not be injurious not only to its 
defence but also to our own interests 
there, as well as to the cause of Spain? 
The noble marquis disdained all reserve 
on other points, and he (earl Grey) was 
now glad one paper had been produced, 
as We could thereby disclaim ail share in 
a barbarous mode of warfare, ^>even 
hundred French prisoners, it is stated very 
coolly, were tSu'own into the Minho. 
Possibly this w'as an act of retaliation ; 
but a matter so horrid made it indispen¬ 
sable, that we should have clearly shewn ' 
it to be a retaliation. If miuisteia 
thought fit to publish it, they should have 
told circumstances, 'i'his was the 
first statement which France could lay 
hold of on such a subject*. France might 
say, there is your document, and you 
are not able to show why the thing was 
done. The effect this might have on the 
war was obvious, oTi your own country¬ 
men in prison, and on others in the pe« 
uitisula, whom the French may take* 
Though the French have often beeo high* 
ly censurable in the course of the war, 
yet we know that their army has retained 
many of the honourable feelings of old 
France. 'J'his they had shewn at an early 
period of the late war, when they refused 
to carry into execution the sanguinary 
decree for giving no quarter to prisoners, 
English and Hanoverians. Lord Welling* • 
,oti, too, had told them how well they had 
,reated our soldiers affer the battle of 
Talavera. To. advert often to this recent 
attention to the laws of civllixed war, 
which* might give France a pretext for 
departing from this system, was most 
unwise. There was another case men* 
tioned, of a French officer and' some mea 
ipplyiiig to a Spaniard for concealment, 
n order to take a Spanish place by wr- 
prise; this person let them in, and at* 
sinated th^m all* llie noble lord insisted 
hattjiere was Oite par(of the information 
contained in these papers, which it was 
nquestionably most rash and imprudent 
n his Majesty^x ministers to divulge, and 
hdt was a passage relative to the guventor 
f Avila ; that passage, if translated into. 
French, most shew £at tbo»governer of 
2C - 
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Avila had betrayed hk trust; and if that 
should com;^ to the knovrledge of 
Buonap^^, who ^ras known to be so 
severe in his judgment, and so prompt 
and terrific in his poaisbnicnt of those 
who disobey bis commands, or were in 
his opinion faulty in ilieir duty, and neg¬ 
ligent of the confidence reposed in them, 
k wottid be easy for the House to suppose 
what must be his fate. Perhaps, in con¬ 
sequence of this information his mandate 
might, at the moment of this debate^ be 
travelling to Spain for the immediate ex- 
eeotion of this unfortunate man, thus 
made a sacrifice, by the eagerness of mini¬ 
sters to place their own comiuct in the 
most favourable point of view, no matter 
who else might suffer by it. The noble 
lord had made a brilliant appeal to the 
House, and had expressed a wish that 
every word he had said, and every thing 
he had done during his residence in 
Spain, might be published to the woi;ld 
at large. Ihis might be very well his 
own partr and he had no doubt but the 
Boble marquis formed this wish from his 
own opinion at least, that such publication 
would tend to justify his conduct. At the 
same time, however, that he did this, it 
Behoved him, when fTe was about to di¬ 
vulge and publish to the world what had 
mssed between other persoAs and the 
Witish, government, to be on his guard, 
and not promulgate any matters or cir¬ 
cumstances on which the fate of others 
might be implicated, not only as to their 
characters, but even as to thoir lives. 
This necessary caution had, in his opinion, 
been greatly neglected in many parts of 
the information given to the Hbuse and 
to the world, in theopapers now before 
their lordshi[}s; and the House had no 
other mode of putting a stop to such pro¬ 
ceeding in future hut by agreeing to the- 
motion of his noble friend.—^I'hcrc was 
only one point more on which he^w^ould 
trouble their lordships. In a former de¬ 
bate the. noble marquis hstd justified the 
conduct of lord Wellington at Talavera; 
by stating that general Venegas had been 
■topt iiJ^is progress by an order frofn 
government, for which the noble marquis 
could not account; but it had since turned 
out that general Venegas bad been placed 
in a very disagreeable situation, and that 
the true cause of hii not advancing Was' 
from the intelligence he had received, 
that lord Wellington would*not be able to' 
■proceed from \vant of provision*., With 
rcgfitdito papers in question, mlnis- 
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tera had, in his opinion, been guilty of « 
great crime in producing them; and the 
noble lord had thereby shewn himself to¬ 
tally iiisufRcient to discharge the dutiea 
of tlie important station he tlten filled. 
He would, therefore, most cordially sup¬ 
port the motion of his noble friend. 

The motion was then read from 
the woolsack, and negatived without » 
division. 

HOUSE OF COMMOvTS. 

Friday, March 30. 

[Loan Wellington's Answer to tub 
Vote of Thanks.] The Speaker ac¬ 
quainted the House, that he had received 
from lieut. geneud the right hon. lord 
viscount Wellington the following letter, 
in return to the Thanks of tuis House, sig¬ 
nified to him by Mr. Speaker, in obe¬ 
dience to their commands of the 1st day 
of February last. 

Viscii, Mar^ 5th, 1810. 

“Sir; I have had the honour of re¬ 
ceiving your letter of the 2d of February, in 
which you enclosed the Resolutions of the 
House of Commons of the 1st of February, 
expressing the approbation of the House 
of my conduct, and of that of the general 
officers, officers, and troops composing the 
army-'inder my command, in the battle 
fought at Talavera on the 27th and 28th of 
July last. In obedience to the Orders of 
the House, 1 have communicated to the 
general officers, officer*', and troops, this 
honourable testimony of the approbation 
of the House; and 1 beg leave to adopt 
this mode of expressing to the Housh the 
high sense which I entertain of the honour 
which they have conferred upon me, and 
upon the army under my command, and 
to assure them that I shall endeavour to 
merit their approbation by a zealous dis¬ 
charge of my duty. . I must likewise re¬ 
quest you. Sir, to accept my thanks for the 
kindnes? towards me wdiich you have 
manifdsted in the manner in which yon 
f^avt conveyecJ to me the pleasure of the 
House; a kindness of which I had already 
received repeated proofs duving the 
riod that I had the honour of being a 
member of the House of Commons^ I 
have the honour to be, &c. Wellington.*^ 

«[Exp*!>ition to the ScHELOT.l The 
Order of the Day for resuming the ad« 
journed debate on the policy and conduct 
of the Expedition to the Scheldt having 
been read, 

; Sir Thomas rotfe to Mibmit faif 
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opinion on the subject to the House. 
The hon. baronet obserred^ that afler the 
very long and able discussion which this 
subject had undergone, be should only be 
waiting the time of that House were he 
to detain them long, It could not be sup- 
po<$ed that he could add any thing to the 
arguments already adduceil in favour of 
the Resoiutions*of the noble lord, nor that 
he could analyse the evidence with better 
eliect than that noble lord had done. It 
would be necessary, however, before he 
stated his opinions upon the great qucs> 
tion, to premise, that the responsibility 
attached not alone to the noble lord who 
had been at the head of the war depart¬ 
ment, but to all the ministers, still more 
than to those who had the command of the 
naval or the military part of the Expedi¬ 
tion; in short, that censure was imputable 
to those persons who composed the cabi¬ 
net, and that every man who voted on 
that occasion would be equally responsible 
for the consiliences of that vote. In 
considering the question, it appeared to 
him as branching into three heads: First, 
what was the object of the Expedition ? 
Secondly, what means had bee^i used to 
carry the object into ellect ? and Thirdly, 
wliethcr ministers had been justified in 
their retention of Wakheren ? With 
respect to the first question, much stress 
had been laid by gentlemen opposite on 
the importance of the object—the pos¬ 
session of the island; and it had been 
stated by a right h«ti. gent, (the ex-secre¬ 
tary for foreign affairs,) that the Austrian 
government considered it of high im- 
portaAce, as making a diversion in their 
iavour-^This assertion was attempted to be 
prgved by the production of a paper for 
which a right hon. gent, on the other side 
of the House (Mr. Canning) had moved. 
That paper had, however, when brought 
forward, contradicted, the statement which 
had been made, and thus the strongest 
argument that had been used in/avour of 
the plan was subverted, f'he hon. gene¬ 
ral (Craufurd) had argued that if thetrobps 
had beer^sent into the North af Germany, 
it would havtfbeen attended with no bene- 
ficial effect'; but he would,put it to that 
hon^ general, whejher, if l^e army had 
been sent *to the North of Germany, and 
some attempt made in that direction, 
he supposed there would have been so 
many in the killed and wounded list as 
were now in that of the dead and ^ick ? If 
n diversion was to be made in favour of 
6ar alHesi its olfcct have been to 
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draw off the forces of the enemy, ctmoen* 
trated in any one particular place, for the 
accomplishment of some great purpose.'—' 
He would ask, whether this had been tk^ 
result of the Expedition to the Scheldt^ 
Was there a single man drawn from t\\t 
Danube? No.—It was said, that if the 
army of the enemy was not drawn ofl^ 
others were prevented from joining them. 
This, however, was proved to be another 
fallacious subterfuge, as it was well known 
by n^iiiisters themselves, that on the arrival 
of our troops at Wakheren, the Austrians 
had been annihilated, and their cause lost 
beyond the possibility of salvation. The 
next consideration for the House was« 
whether the object was commensurate with 
the risk; and whether the sacrifices we 
made were not greater than the advan* 
tages we had attained. The second ob« 
j^t of the Expeditioti was stated to be 
the capture of Antwerp ; the destruction 
of .the basin of Flushing; of the arsenals 
and o{ tho fleet which was lying in the 
Scheldt and building at Antwerp. What 
then were the means adapted to accom^ 
plish the end? It was natural to think, 
that, on such an occasion, ministers, in 
deciding on the expediency of the mea¬ 
sure, would have consulted experienced 
persons, on whose judgment they could 
rely, and irf whose opinions they could, 
place confidence. They did consult such 
men, and five generals of the first respec¬ 
tability and of known military^'haracte^, 
declared themselves adverse to the plan, 
as they considered the risk to be en* 
countered too great for the advantages 
that might possibly accrue. Notwith¬ 
standing *this, however, the noble lord 
(Castkreagh) without consulting the earl “ 
of Chatham, the Commander in Chief, qt 
even asking a question of the second ih 
command, sir E. Cootc, dispatched the 
Expedition, the greatest that ever left the 
shores bf this country, without plan, whilst 
the superior officers were destitute of (hat 
confidence whifch was the soul of energy, 
and the only basis upon which the ho|^ 
of success could rest. Wtien sir David 
Dundaswas consulted by the noble lord 
in the moqth of March, his lordship said 
the object was Flushing, and slated that 
he hwl inte*llig(’iice of there being eight 
sail of the enemy's ships which might be 
(leMroyed by a comparatively small force; 
and the answer given to the noble lord ' 
Vas, that therd was no force in a state to 
be fo** that purpose. Hei^' 

then was a eonfession.that odfof a staddi*' 
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mg army of 105,000 men, an account of 
which was oH-the table of the House, there 
were not 15,000 to send upon the Expe- 
^tion.' When this fruitless Expedition 
was at length determined on, sir Richard 
Straclian waa chosen to take the command, 
which he did with the greatest reluctance, 
assigning as a reason that he knew it could 
not succeed.—*It was somewhat extraor¬ 
dinary his majesty’s ministers did not, 
when they found this sentiment prevail 
with the gallant Admiral, entrust the com¬ 
mand to somebody else, lie knew' the 
situation of the country from personal ob¬ 
servation and was well aware that any 
man affixing a flag on the steeple of Mid- 
dleburgh, would, in the course of one 
week, collect from the various depots, for 
several nniles round, an army of 10,000 
men. The lioble lord, too, should have 
been well aware lha!i there was no chance 
of destroying the fleet in the Scheldt, as, 
on the feast alarm, they could have yni 
up above Antwerp. And, in a^ldit^on to 
this, he was told by sir R. Strachan, that 
there was no plan of the navigation of the 
river ; and that, without such a plan, it 
would be impossible to get up without a 
pilot on board each ship, which it was im¬ 
possible to procure. * And yet after all 
these opinions, the noble lord sent out a 
fleet of thirty-three ships of War, and tlie 
greatest force that had ever left England 
upon a similar occasion. This Expedition 
sailed nnd..*r a commander in chief who 
knew nothing of Antwerp; who knew 
nothing of the opposition he had to en¬ 
counter, and who had in fact to wait for 
information till he got to the place of his 
destination, while, at the same time, the 
naval commander declared his conviction 
that the attempt would fail. The instruc¬ 
tions given to the commander in chief 
were, that the troops were to land, carry 
into effect as much of the object of the 
Expedition already detailed as possible, 
to garrison Walcheren, and the remainder 
of the forces were to return. So that even 
supposing there were no difficulties to en¬ 
counter, by -the time the troops arrived 
at Antwerp, calculating on the deductions 
which must necessarily take place in gar¬ 
risoning Walcheren, Soulli BeVeland .and 

• the other places they passed tVough, 
their numbers would not exceed 18,500 

• men, and.that force would hare to contend 
against the army of the enemy, which, 

, from documents on the table, it was proved, 

. .contained a force of 26,000 men, ag^ongst 

iibfim lO^OOO Tetcran trot^ps. This 
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circumstance proved the weakness of mi¬ 
nisters in relying on the evidence , of in¬ 
formers, who were alway.s ready to in¬ 
crease facilities and remove difficulties, but 
whose information on the present occasion 
had in every instance proved false. He 
now came to the question of the retention 
.if Walcheren.—No doubt his Majesty’s 
ministers regretted the many melancholy 
calamities which occurred in that pestilen¬ 
tial island, and sympathized with the dis¬ 
tresses of those unfortunate individuals 
whose misfortunes and suffei^ngs were so 
great; but they were not the less respon¬ 
sible for their conduct, nor the less culpa¬ 
ble for exposing so brave an army to such 
certain destruction. Here the hnn. bart. 
took a feeling surrey of the many disas¬ 
trous consequences of the troops remain¬ 
ing in the island of Walcti^'ren, and refer¬ 
red to the letters of sir Eyre Coote, and 
other documents, for a description of the 
unhappy circumstances attending that im¬ 
politic measure, the retentjpi^rf^f that island 
after the principal objects of the Expedi¬ 
tion had failed. And now having gone 
through a detail, which from repetition 
must hav^ become tedious, he would put 
it to any twelve men of common sense, 
whether from the evidence before the 
House any argument could be adduced to 
justify ministers in risquiiig an army on 
such an occasion. There was another 
point however to which he Itad to advert, 
and which he thought called for the inter¬ 
ference of the House. Jt was the c^^tninon 
course of an individual who was accused 
of a breach of privilege, to go out of the 
House, and leave the question to the dis¬ 
cussion of those who liad to judge of the 
charge. But if a man was to give a vote 
in favour of his own acquittal, it was con¬ 
trary to every principle of justice.—ilis 
Majesty’s ministers now stood in that 
view; they stand accused of the most seri¬ 
ous oflences, and be trusted they would 
themselves see the force and the equity of 
the remark. Their situation was some¬ 
thing similar to a man standing at tho bar 
of»a court pf justice, who at thp moment 
the jury were about to decide upon his 
fate, jumps into the box and insists upon 
dictating the decision to which they should 
come. He would ask his Majesty’s roi- 
ivsters whether, if they wtere acquitted by 
a majority equal to their own number, they 
would call that a justification, or whether, 
in conscience, they could jeej themselves 
exonerated froih all further imputation by 
such an acquittal it not luffipiant 
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ihai there were 90 many others in the 
Houses who were in tome measure bouiui 
to support their patrons, without them¬ 
selves lending ibeir aid, and not only as¬ 
sisting to acquit, but actually approving 
their own conduct? He.would put it to 
their own honour,'whether they ought not 
lu retire.—‘(A laugh was heard on the mi¬ 
nisterial bench.)—He knew what was 
meant by that laugh—it was as much as 
to say, " Would you do so V* lie would 
do so; and should feel ashamed to act 
otherwise. 15je hon. member expressed 
an anxious hope that the House would do 
their duty upon the present occasion, and 
convince the country that they would not 
sulFer the blood and the treasure of thp 
country to be wasted with impunity, in 
the execution of plans of impotence, cal¬ 
culated only to end in disgrace and na¬ 
tional ruin. The hon, baronet, after mak¬ 
ing some further observations, in which he 
attributed the losses and disasters that had 
taken place4(^the disunions in his Ma¬ 
jesty’s councils, who were waiting for the 
easternstar (inarquisWellesley) to illumine 
the dark horizon, concluded by support¬ 
ing the Resolutions of the noble ^ord. 

Mr. Canning explained that 11 was not 
he who moved for the paper alluded to by 
the hon. baronet as explanatory of the 
wishes of Austria; nor did he viiylicate 
the Expedition on that ground of conti¬ 
nental diversion. 

General Lqfiuss^iid, that he bad listened 
w ith (he same d^ree of attention to the 
hon. baronet’s speech as he had to all that 
had been advanced by the hoii. gentlemen 
whoAtad previously spoken upon (he pre¬ 
sent important subject, and was convinced 
that the mure this subject W'as discussed, 
provided it was with that temper and pa¬ 
tience that had hitherto, so much to the 
credit of the House, been manifested 
throughout the debate, the more the coun¬ 
try would see that ministers were bound 
to undertake such an enterprise as that 
which had been undertaken a*gainst the 
great and growing force oT the enemy in 
the Scheldt. But to consiilqi* the intpor- 
tiAit question fairly, they must look to the 
actual situation ol Europe at the time this 
Expedition was undertaken, particularly 
to the situation oflhe French and Austrian 
armies on th« Danube, and the severe 
check th*e French bad met with, which 
obligeil Buonaparte to lay upon bis arms 
for such a lepgth of time, waiting for rein¬ 
forcements from the interior of France, 
■froiti tbe: interior of Holl^d, from the 
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Netherlands, - and - from' the tefy rbanlse 
of the bclieldt. Therefore, if there ever 
was a time for this country to make.* 
great exertion, it was at the time tbiab; 
Kxpedition took place, which was 
only a great diversion for our ally, the 
Eni{ieror of Austria, but also was that, 
which we were called upon to make from 
our own situation, cost what it would.-— 
Besides it was the bounden duty of ^ 
veniment not alone to provide means ef 
preservation in case of attack, but to de« 
stro^ those means of attack, which the 
enemy was known to be preparing, and 
by that enterprize to remove altogether 
the danger of our having to contend 
for exiNtcnce upon our own soil. The 
hon. general then desired they would look 
to France with all her gigantic powers at 
present—to look at her in *pos86ssion of 
the Netherlands—to lOok at her in posses* 
sion of the Flemish ports, and then to look 
at^the Narrow Seas, and to recollect that 
Holltyid not now thr^t Holland that 
once could and did preserve the balance 
of Europe, and then fairly to lay their 
hands upon their hearts and say, if a go* 
vernment consulting the security of the 
country were not bound to undertake such 
an enterprize as th^ which had been un* 
dertaken against the enemy's alarming 
and growin^furce in the Scheldt.^ It must 
have long since been seen that if France* 
was allowed to keep possession of the Ne- ■ 
therlands for any length of time, it would 
not be in the power of all Europe to set 
any bounds to the progress of her arms. 
We had seen the United Provinces fall 
under her power, and France bad the 
command of all the means and resources 
of that power, at present she had carried • 
her arms into Germany, and extended her 
conquests there as far as she pleased. 
Her great object now was, to possess her¬ 
self of the commund of the Narrow Seas, 
so thsrt our trade should neither go out 
nor return, but at her pleasure. It wa.«: 
almost fatal Ho England, that France 
should be in possession of the Flemish 
ports, for if any accident was to befal our 
ileets at sea, that great cxteiit of coast, 
our north-east coast, would be exposed 
naked and open to the enemy. The failure 
of the Expedition led him to call upon 
ministers to pay attention to that north, 
east coast, particularly to Yarmouth and 
the neglected batteries there, also Ao 
the neglected-batteries at LowestolF; for if 
the enemy possessed himself of these po» 
sitions iHvotdd be deceit te»reffiOTe Jttni 
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froiu them. They were both in situ^itlons 
full of resources, and among the strongest 
positions in this country, out which had 
been least thought of, aud the most neg- 
letted. The hon. general then desired 
to draw Uie attention of the House to what 
Itad hteji advanced as to the impression 
an at.i<y might have made upon a forti* 
fie i t>'i\n, fully inhahited, and shewed that 
great duke of Marlborough, after the 
l^tiie of Radiillies, appeared before AiU* 
werp,ibv‘nma''irongs ale of defence wiiich 
h id ill It twelve i'e.;>nients; but thaf the 
duke being in pos'^ession of the avenues to 
the place, the inha'iituiUs induced the ge¬ 
neral to sut render radu r tlntn risk the de¬ 
struction of the town. Tliat in the same 
campaign the duke of Marlborough ap¬ 
peared before Oslend, one ot the strongest 
towns in the *Low Countries, wltich after 
three days siege, surrendered bv tlie in¬ 
fluence of the populace. He now drew 
conclusions from these historical fa^ts^ 
that governmein. was justified iaumV*rtak- 
ing such an Expedition as that which had 
been undertakun against the Scheldt, and 
against Antwerp, even if there was only a 
single chance of success, the object being 
so great; but he maintained, that had 
Cadsand been possessed according to the 
original plan, and had not the admiral 
^been obliged by the weather to carry the 
fleet into the Uoompot, the P'xpedition 
must have succeeded; that the enemy not 
being ablcMo defend the important post of 
B^thz, was a proof of the weakness of their 
force in Antwerp, for had they been 
strong there, they never would Iiave 
given up Batha in the manner they did, 
and which opened the whole West Scheldt 
‘ to our fleet on the 'id of August. This 
picture ^as so strong a one, so strongly 
impressed upon the commander in chief 
of the land forces, that he early detached 
that gallant and excr llcnt officer sir John 
Hope to secure that tort, and had tlfe wind 
allowed of the transports getting up the 
West Scheldt, the hmi. general maintained 
that the Expedition would in all human 
probability have succeeded. 

Sir Francis Burden felt it impossible for 
him to refrain from offering his sentiments 
on this question, tliongh be doubted wb^** 
ther he should be able to do it the justice 
ivhich its importance demanded. If any 
thing could have astonished him, afler be 
had read the papers on the table, the sort 
of defence set up by ministers would* have*! 
-bad that cfleci.—For what did that dej^nce 

tO| bat simply tifis, that 
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because it was an object of Tital impor* 
tanceto destroy Antwerp, we should there¬ 
fore have undertaken it with means inade¬ 
quate to its execution. He had thought, 
that in proportion to the importance of 
the object ought to be the means employ¬ 
ed for its accomplishment. Surprized as 
he was at this, however, he confessed his 
astonishment was increa8e6 in a tenfold 
degree at the cool indifference with which 
the noble lord opposite had aflLcted to 
argue on calamities which had been derived 
to the country from hts ausptces—calami-' 
ties more disastrous, more disgraceful, 
and more dreadful than had arisen from 
any other expedition in the whole history 
of the war down to the present period* 
The noble lord indeed, with a phraseology 
peculiarly his own had expressed a wdsh 
to have this Expedition tricii by the ex¬ 
perience of the fact. In his opinion, that 
was precisely the ordeal by which, in 
order to suit the interest of the noble lord 
it ought not to be tried ; bgpe^se there was 
not one single fact which did not militate 
directly against its adoption. The right 
hon. gent, opposite had, on last night, 
entered into a long and laboured defence 
of the Expedition; and in order to dis¬ 
tract the mind of the House from the 
only point to which it should be directed, 
took Sf survey of the situation of the whole 
world; anrl argued that in such a state 
of things, an expedition ought to have been 
sent somewhere* 

The right hon. gent.cseem'ed to. think 
that his best mode of defence would be 
ingeniously to attempt to distract the 
minds of his judges, and turn their jftten- 
tion from the contemplation of the real 
merits of the case (hear! hear!) Ypu 
could not, sard the riglit hon. gent, go to 
the north of Germany, for there you 
would come in contact with the broken 
army of Prussia; you could not go to the 
Mediterranean, there was no good to be 
done by^'lartding at Trieste, for there you 
would not find pny Austrian force to co¬ 
operate with you—'then think of the 
horrors of tionding, as the right hqn. gent's 
phrase was, the Gut of Gibraltar—think 
of the dreadful dangers of the Adriatic, 
with the navigation of ^ which this mari¬ 
time nation was so little acquainted—think 
of«the storms you might ttferc have to en¬ 
counter. 

-Auster 

Dot mquicti turbidos Adrift.! 

He was not disposed to deny that every 
one of Ihote exp^itious might haVe been 
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abortive in their conception and iil-ad- 
vised in the adoption, bat ho nronld deny 
thatony one of them coald have met with 
more complete failure, or entailed upon 
the country more calamitous conse¬ 
quences, than did the one which was acted 
on.—. (Hear, hear !) Neither the menaced 
Prussian army, nor the Straits of Gibral¬ 
tar, nor the Mediterranean Sea, could be 
more frightfully fatal than the mandate 
which sent our brave and patient troops to 
fall before im invincible enemy, the 
plague, in the marshes of Walcheren ; 
where, as a right hon. gent. (Mr. Wind¬ 
ham) had said with a felicity of expres¬ 
sion almost peculiar to himself, they 
were extinguished like a candle in a* 
vault (hear! hear!) Ministers, however, 
did not think so; they determined to 
send out an Expedition, and out they 
sent one, without having obtained one 
particle of information as to how it 
should proceed, or taking one single 
^ precatition agmast the many perils which 
were likely to impede their progress. 
In March last the noble lord con¬ 
ceived the idea of this campaign; be 
thought he had a disposable f^rce, and 
since he had it he was determined to 
waste it; and so he sent to the Comman¬ 
der in Chief for his opinion on the subject. 
The Commander in Chief sent back for 
answer, that he could not spare ] 6,000 
men for the purpose ! Sixteen thousand 
men out of the enormous establishment 
paid for by the country ! The Expedi¬ 
tion could not tlierefoie sail in March. 

, No; necessity and the prudence of the 
minisll’y prevented it. The fever was 
not then to be met with, and the ships 
might then have been taken ; and so the 
Expedition was deferred until the raging 
of the disease rendered the deslvuction of 
the troops certain,and the advanced period 
of the season made tbe safety of the ar¬ 
mament precarious. In July then they 
set out to carry the fever, Antworp, and 
the fleet, by a coop-(fe-inqm—(Hear)—a 
coup^de^ttiain / and yet it appeared by the 
orders of|the -French emperoa to his offi- 
cer*s, that he ^as apprised of tbei^ inten¬ 
tion even so far back as March. If he 
had 4 not this certjtinty, sttch were the 
cabals and*vacillation ot the ministry, th'at 
he would qot brieve they had tbemselves 
conceived the project at that period. 

He c«uld nothelp here making one inle- 
rence, however, from our povertylaf force 
in March last; which was, that the House 
itad the, country* bad b^en most grossly 
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deceived in the estimate of our lost dvH> 
ing the preceding campaign in Spajit, 
which had been laid before them by mi-^ 
nisters. If this estimate bad been true, it 
was impossible that we should not have- 
had forces enough to send the Expedition 
early in the spring to Walcheren; but 
the estimate was not true. We had lost 
much more than the ministers chose to 
disclose, and the country was duped into 
an opinion, that its situation was more 
prosj^erous than it really was. At length, 
however, the noble lord undertook the 
Expedition with what disposable force he 
could muster, against the great skill of the 
French emperor, and the great power of 
France, which was now, in elRct, all Eu^ 
rope. The noble lord then wrote hit 
most curious letter to tbe commander in 
chief, pointing out the advantages of the 
Etpedition, and declaring, if it was not 
undertaken at that time, that Antwerp 
would soon be impregnable. After this, 
what he did do? Why, commenced this 
important Expedition without one single 
iota of information ! He sent out an im¬ 
mense armament, merely to sec wdiether a 
blow might not be somewhere struck 
against the enemy. ^The noble lord then 
dispatched the ^pcditlon at ]^t without 
information on which to proceed, without 
a*plan to gfiide it,.or even the apprehen-• 
sion of any opposition, or a suppositmn of 
any danger, until it reached Batz, where 
afl its operations terminated ! *From the 
departure of the Expedition, till its arrival 
at Batz, there was not one step which did 
not demand enquiry. It was sent ont 
without an idea of danger till it came to 
Balz, and* yet at that very place did this 
great army, conduetted by greater folly 
than ever had been exhibited ouanysimilai* 
occasion, ends its catalogue of disease and 
disasters by an announced failure. To 
send out this Expedition, however, the 
nuble ford was determined, because he 
considered that there was a fit disposable 
force in the country; a supposition taken 
up in direct oppy^sition to the statement of 
the commander in chief. The noble lord 
was like the poor man in Horace, Who 
could not l|e persundecl that all the wealth 
in the country did not belong to him* 
Nolhieig was suflicient to convince tbe 
noble lord, that he had not adispoBttble 
forte. 

The indifference of the noble lord td 
fhe safl consequences of his own folly and 
mfatuation. was now detestable; the oBfa- * 
mitieswRKh he cHtailed on Vie couttfry 
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were horribl«| "frightful beyond expreii- 
sion, and the levity with which he treated 
the ^object in the preterit diicussinn, truly 
shocking. The noble lord had an idea, that 
because Antwerp was at the moment without 
troops, he might take it atoiice without diffi¬ 
culty. This\vasam(»stfaltaciousirfea. There 
was, not, most probably, at this moment, 
A perfect garrison, either at Toulon or 
Brest; and yet what man in his senses 
coulcT roiiccire the notion of taking either 
a eoup'dti'fmin f If these things were to 
be persisted in—if the wealth, the strength, 
and the fircesof the country were to be 
thus unnecessarily and unprotitably squan¬ 
dered, it was iinpos.sible not to foresee how 
it would enJ. The noble lord, had at 
length, however, thought proper to take 
some military opinions as to the possibility 
of taking Antwerp by a coup-de-main. He 
asked the opinion of the commander 
chief—lie knew nothing at all about the 
matter, but he referred to four general, of- 
iicers, and they, indeed, produced-docu¬ 
ments in reply, full of official form, full of 
affected science, a>sumed pomp, and per¬ 
fect inanity. All of them said, if you do 
so and so, you may succeed; yet all agreed 
upon the idea of the coup-de-main upon 
Antwerp , being absurd and impossible. 
Creneral BiWnrigg proposed two plans of 
.campaign; but there were”some slight 
objections to both; the one was inTpossi- 
ble, and the other impracticable. The at¬ 
tempt by^'Ostend was out of the question ; 
and the other plan, even putting the fever 
aside, very doubtful of success. However, 
between the commander in chief wito 
knew nothing about the matter ; the offi¬ 
cers who knew nothing about the matter ; 
and the minister who knew nothing about 
the matter, an aimarnent was prepared out 
of the half recovered wreck of the army 
from 3pam, and the volunteers from the 
militia. 

In such a situation was the military part 
of the £.xpedition sent out; the same mi¬ 
serable deficiency in meahs plan, and in¬ 
formation, attended the navy; the noble 
lord at the head of the admiralty knew 
nothing at all—he was quite ignorant on 
every subject relative to the measure on 
vvhich he should be informed so wa^ sir 
Jt. Strachan ; he told lord Mulgrave so, 
but loid Mulgrave was nut to be per¬ 
suaded even hy fact. “No,** said 'he*, 
"you certainly do know nothing on the 
aubject, but that is the reason 1 havi! greal 
contideiice in you—and you will dp the 
Winess TCI y well.’* Thus fwlisb. 


scandalous, and imbecUe mftoner, 
forth this disastrous Expedition, to dimi^ 
nish the honour of our army, and destroy 
the best hopes of England. In fifteen 
days, it was calculated we might have 
reached Antwerp by Ostend; this tvas 
too dilatory for a coup-de-maint and was 
abandoned ; the other plan of landing in 
Walrheren was adopted, and even before 
we got to Batz the fifteen days were ex¬ 
hausted. But still the ministers and the 
commanders were delighted—mutual com¬ 
pliments passed between tfirem—it was in 
this respect the most good-natured expe¬ 
dition he ever heard of. The ministers 
praised Chatham for his vigour, and he 
praised theministersfor their preparations ; 
and so he went on gaining laurels and 
battles, carrying.towns which were never 
heard of before, by a cottp-de-main, and 
bearing down every thing before him, for 
the very best of reasons, because he was 
not opposed, until at last a wet ditch at 
Middleburg arrested his^rogr^s^. 
ended ills acliievements. 

As to the navy, the occupation of Cad- 
sand had been stated as an indispensable 
preliminary, and there accordingly the 
marquis of Huntley proceeded; but when 
he arrived, the whole fleet of England 
could not furnish him with boats to land 
his soldiers, and so the indispensable ob¬ 
ject was'relinquished. Some persons, it 
was true, had said, that this failure was 
not attributable to the want of boats. But 
the marquis of Huntley gave a d,ificTcnt 
opinion, and that was all the answer which 
he would give to the objection. Two let¬ 
ters were written on the subject, on^home 
from the admiral, and the other fro:'i] cap¬ 
tain Owen, to the admiral; the latter of 
those said, the weather w'ss very fine, and 
the other said it was very bad ; one said 
there was plenty of boats, and the other 
said there were none ; and in this pleas¬ 
ing stale of uncertainty, which he would 
not seek to obviate, rested the question. 

At la^t, however, after many doubts, 
and failures, and disasters, the batteries 
w^re openqd upon Flushing, but at such a 
distance; that they could nbt even sileiice 
a little advanced battery before the town* 
The town nevertheless was taken, and the 
dreadful bombardment succeeded, ^us 
iti was with ruin in our aeVs, and hypocrisy 
in our promises, we attempted to conciliate 
the people whom we aflected to compas¬ 
sionate vnder the iron despotism oPBuona* 
part6« We destroyed their habitations; 
we desolated their Jandj^and we then told 
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«faem we ernm for Hrdr pTesorvatioo 1 In* ae crtflaineb btfforb the Hou9e; ^ 

hntnan^in our prosperity toivarda the na^ -*" ^ r 

%ite$, the ague attacked as» and then our 


not V w^misteira, but the geseivd .fed 


minds changed; wo became suddenly hu 
manetoaih except to oucown poor soldiers, 
whom, lest we should oflend ibe island, we 
left in their sickness to perish, witltput a 
dry spot whereon to lie, or a roof to pro¬ 
tect tnem I '^his humaskity was perfectly 
consistent with our preposterous manage¬ 
ment all through. For instance, sir Home 
Popham VI as the only person, except the 


admiral ought to be pumshed for 
undertaken to condua an expedition, 
state of complete ignorance os t6 the madl 
10' which the duty could be performi^ 
And nothing less than the impeachment 
of the one, and a court-martial on^t^ 
others, could, or ought to satisfy the 
counliy. In all their proceedings there 
«as a marked disregard for their country, 
and a cautious concern merely for their 


pilot of the^eet, who was supposed to owif interests. From beginn'Ug to^th^ 
know any thing of the navigation of the end they were all the same ; all ignorWlt^ 
Scheldt. To him svas entrusted then the presumptuous and imbecile. As to thp 
conduct of the fleet up to Batz. What commander in chief, be could not help 
did he do ? Wh3’, he attempted to go by saying, that the result of the inspection of 


the West Scheldt, until, by his failure, he 
found out that he ought to have tried the 
East Scheldt. Thus this best-informed 
inan in the ileot took the course the most 
Contrary to his interest and object. The 
gallant captain next went through the 
„ Veer G al, lord Chatham seemed to 
tnifn^Mcausielhis had been accomplished, 
tha^ the enemy must be totally discomfit¬ 
ed. All they h.\d to depend on was the 
utter impossibility of this passage I Sir 
Home was next sent to asceitailt the pas¬ 
sage to South Bevcland, and he proceeded 
to the Noilh. lie might just as well ha\*e 
set out fiom iliat House forKensingtmi over 
Westminster-bridge ! (Hear, hear !)—On 
the 2i-th, at last, i|p they got to Batz, and 
then they came to a stop, R. Strachan, 

taking advantage of the pause, ventured 
to hiht that it vfould be convenient to 
know upon what place th&conjoint expe¬ 
dition was to pioceed^^^ft council of war 
was Vailed—they haonow come to the 
grancTpoint from which in futuie all their 
operations were to proceed. What did 
th^ do ?V-Thcy set oifhoine. 

Thus ended an K'rpcditiou which was 
undei taken by ignorance, and executed by 
mibcciliiy—an Expedition which wasted 
the trcuMire of 


the papers on the tabic was merely wopde^ 
how any man, with the feelings of a gen* 
tleman, could act as he did ; how any 
man possessed of such conscious and con¬ 
victed imbecility, could retaih his situa¬ 
tion. The noble lord was very anxious 
to* separate the question of the medical 
Lonrd, fiom that of the merits of the Ex¬ 
pedition. This he could noi do : it ex¬ 
cited in him the instant recollection oftho 
brave men who fdl victims to the disease. 
The noble lord bcti^ed, indeed, through 
all his speech a callltus insensibility to the 
miseries he had caused, trul^^hockidg ; 
he sportedawith the death which he J^ad 
occasioned, and dren presumed tg per^* 
suadis the^country that it» calamities were 
honou^J One would have thought that 
he wnB^mo down with the deaths of 
thousanqs on his head, would have ex¬ 
pressed some SOI row for the bloody con¬ 
sequence of his own folly and ini onripe-k 
cnce. B^t no ! the noble loiddaied^even 
to compile himself Chatham, Nelsopi , 
St. Vincent, and those brave heroes who 
had directed our aims, under better and 
happier auspices, and to constant and im¬ 
perishable glory. He was amazed how 
he dar^d to mention the names of those 

ch an occoMon. (Hear ! 


the countiy, the lives of great men on su 
our troops, and the honour of oiMr*namc— hear!) Why, this dremlful ExpeditipO 
an Expedition planned by*fatuity andjm- 
potcnce the most unparalleled. Was there 
tlu*n nos puqjjthment for thc^eVrho Tiad 


sent out this Lvpeditioii ? IlaflUy any 
tiling could be stronger agi^nst them jhan 
the* statepicnts which they made in thfir 
own defence. Stime mi^t pe>haps think 


had cost th" country*, on i serious calcutar 
fion from the returns on the table, wht^^ 
however, were far below the m irk, wh|cj!k 
he had made, three times as many^ Jim 
as all the #g]uriou& naval victories Vhlch 
ucfhad gagiod since the Gommenc^efidnt 
of tht war, including the glorious and df • 


thaU he «poke too warmly on this siibjdbt. e battle of Ti afalgar ! (Hear 1 hoar f) 

lie confessed hb could not help feeHng.j And yet ot alt this the noble lord 
warmly for the unnecessary calamities ^vithji tianquillitj^, with resptet la wWh 
which harUbt^n brought upon the country, rlie wanted language to expneA the 
He maintained that the minister;! stood ing^dkh^miud ! ^Whbn iodigt^Mi 

2 I>^\ 
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iMaUment of^j^riotwm wsf roufl«d hr 
tbe coQtem^laptijQ these calamities, his 
l6l^sbip,j^Ve of disease, death end de- 
smieH 9 n',’M'ihiiilHany as girls of thirteen 
wotlldftalV' of puppy dogs ! llie right 



00 the Rouse on this point, and tberetore 
iM^fhit .that there was at least more pro- 
ptietjr in his language. But that right 
hbn. gent, had made use of an argument 
vespecthig which he must say a word. 
Tile right hon. gent, accounted for* the 
failure, not'from the misconduct of mi¬ 
nisters, but from the despotism of Buona¬ 
parte. This country, in that right hon. 
gentleman^ opinion, came to the contest 
under great disadvantages, owing to the 
freedom of our constitution. He should 
have thougbtjlhat the right hon. gent, so 
well read in the Greek and Roman bisto- 
rians, would have been among the last to 
have broached such an opinion. He (sir 
F.) bad always understood that the ener¬ 
gies of Greece and Rome werc*to be ac¬ 
counted for by tbe free natuie of their 
institutions. So the most eminent of their 
historhms accounted for them. These 
energies had been tried against despots; 
and n despotism bad-ouch peculiar advan¬ 
tages the <SY4u!t8 ought to nave been very 
different Machiavel, a fished poli- 
«tichB, had declared that the greatness oT 
the l^man people was founded on their 
freedom. iliey had indeed iQ^rished. 
rad they had so flourished hy^nposing 
«spotism with the arms of liM^^ So 
did Athens-^-her eloquence, and her free 
Ral, resisted numbers with success. The 
best and greatest of our own politicians 
accounted for the eminence in which Eng¬ 
land stood among European nations, be* 

S ond all proportion to her means, from 
le same cause^the freedom of her insti¬ 
tutions. This doctrine of the right hon. 
|(ent who had been lately high in office, 
rad might perhaps soon return to office 

S ;aiii, was to him new and mortifying. If 
ese were tbe>sentiments of our rulers, 
tius fact alone, in his opinion, was suffici¬ 
ent to account for our calamities. 

He should now most heartily support 
the Resolutions proposed by thq noble lord 
below (Porcbester), though he tbo^ht 
should have gone failher. c The 
ministers ought to be called to an account 
rtty different from a mere censure of that 
Bouae, and the officers oug^t to be tried 
1^ Courts Martial. But the remdral of 

from oBcejes?? not 
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the only thing to be done for the s^yi^ra 
of the country. Without a change 
tern—without reverting to the pjd^cipW 
of the constitution, wuh the decline m 
which the country had^declined| no per¬ 
manent good coiild be expected. Ibat 
was his opinion, and be trusted it wap tho 
opinion Of the country. If wp wUbed to 
be rescued from our uresentperilpus situa¬ 
tion, we must have reform.—Kefbrm which 
would levive and re-establish the ancient 
fundamental principles of our constitution. 
Unless this was obtained, mither himself 
nor the country would be satisfied. From 
the folly of not demanding this arose all 
our calamities. From it ^rose this Expe¬ 
dition—this child of corruption, expiring 
by its own inherent imbecility. All their 
calamities, all their disgraces, were de- 
rived ^he want of a mir and equal re¬ 
presentation. To that, and that alone, the 
people ought to look; it would be folly 
to expect relief fiom any other cause. If 
this was obtained, they would no longer 
see ministerial weakness wo'^fing o'ncu/^- 
doned prostitution. This was their only 
avenue of escape from ruin, imminent 
ruin. For himself, he cared not, if that 
min was come, whether it came in the 
shap^ of a rotten borough, or an open iron 
despotism. Of the mismanagement of 
the medical department he had said little, 
becaii&e it was to come separately under 
consideration. The ministerWas mistaken* 
if he thought to escape by blaming the 
commanders, though for his own pirt, he 
admitted that all were guilty* In looking 
at this Expedition through all its parts, 
one could hardl;;' speak of it with the ne¬ 
cessary moderation; If in private ^ife, if 
he saw the catastrophe of men so ^rave> 
so patient, so martyred, he could call it 
nothing else than cool, delib^ate, atro¬ 
cious murder. (Hear, hear, hear 1) Though 
ministers within twelve hours’ sail of WftU 
cheren might have bad every information, 
they would not deign to seek it, but sent 
their sok(ier8 unheed ingly to their grave* 
They now called for ven^ance^the ho- 
nod., of the House was pledged to give it; 
and, for himself, be would say nothing 
but instant impeachment and court-mai^ 
tial should satiny the nation for the crud 
^sion of thdir army’s blood. 

Mr* BolfttirK;' in allusion to what had 
fallen from the hon. bar(fuet *olative to 
the energies of the ancient commonwealths, 
begged tp remind him that these Anergiet 
were fiAt impaired by the exertiona of 
fretiouB leaden of the populace, who hat- 
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lit ulitocracT ufgmstdy 
•mblhheo A military despo^m. There 
#ere points introduced m jostifi* 
cfttion Of the noble lord (CBstlereegb) 
which he could by no means admit. He 
eould not acquiesce in the argument* that 
because upon general views of policy 
our allies ought to be suppoitediuna that 
there wesat mb momenta large disposable 
force, therefore the country was to en¬ 
gage in Expeditions which put to l|exaid 
some of its ^st vitaf intereits ; much 
leas could he admit the doctrine, that be¬ 
cause there was no immediate part upon 
the continent in which a British army 
could have come in contact with Auitria. 
therelbie we were bound to send an 
pedition to another point, where the dan¬ 
ger and the difficulties were such as to 
render the object either as a diversioiyfor 
our alhes, or for the accomplishment of 
a national benefit, almost wholly im¬ 
practicable. He could not recognize any 
"rlgfu^ af pniir j or justice which made it 
imperative upon any country to engage 
in assistance to any ally where the pros¬ 
pect of success to thepower to be supported 
was equivocal and precarious^ byt the in¬ 
jury to yourself certain and extensive. In 
depreciating the propriety of the pi^ci- 
ple by which they were called upon to 
make a diversion in favour of an ally, bis 
Maj'esty's ministeis were bound to consi¬ 
der, first, the extentief the assistance which 
the country was able to affiiid ; and next 
the nature of the dsks to which such an 
effort was exposed. Having said thus 
much upon the general priwiple by which 
the policy of that counj^^ught to he ac¬ 
tuated he had now to apply himself to 
the parncular met its of the Expedition to 
th^Schelm. In considering that tiatisac- 
Uon it wa^ matter of regret that^it be¬ 
came the ^ty of that House to discuss 
operations with which, from the habits 
dud pursuits of many of its merobers, 
they Could not be supposed to 1 |b very 
coiiver^t. But it being the province 
of ministers tC advise and direct military 
expeditions, it of course becametthe dqty 
of that Hbuue«Jto watch over ^m^anner 
in which their arrangements were carried 
into effbct. That was a duty, however 
diffidult in the prattice, vbich the con¬ 
stitution demanded from that House. |t 
veas vn "Ittf opinion no argument to say, 
that because upon a formeroccasion it waa 
deemed* expedient to eflfect tl^e QinqUest 
of PldShingnvith a certain force, therefoi^ 

the bterd ddqui4tioa of that place by 

I • 


object of its equipment, was a justificSt^ 
of the policy wfa&h led to the 
It was to be recollected that ihS prom^x 
sitioir of lord Nelson did ambnfe 

thing beyond tbe cap{pre of E^sb^/ 
which he considered have been, 

taken with 5,00Q men, whue the ExpC& * 
tion planned by his Mq|esty’s miQuten 
Was one of a great and extensive nAuce^^ 
embpicing many objects, to which the 
pouessiOn of Flashing was hut auxiliary, 
but in all which objects this extensive en<^ 
terprize failed. Ihat Expedition 
not only the greatest that ever left thin 
country, bat it had also this iemarkah)n 
peculiarity, that there was not one navglj 
or military officer who had given theiz^ 
sanction to the project. But men it wag 
cencluded by the noble lord, that thu^ 
House of Commons had no right to dlscuA^ 
th^ plan or to decide against it, upon the 
ground that the ulterior object of the af« 
rangement was not attempted to be pift 
into execution. He harl assumed to limU 
the whole combination of the arrangement'' 
within a certain point, and then contended, 
that the only queatiop for the House to 
consider, was tfaenSmre of 
I ments which qpposed and flwented ib, 
accomplishment. Bprely such a cours%. 
was not one calculmed to bring tins sub* 
ject in order to ascertain, 

fftst, whether the policy was right—'next 
whether the arrangement was proper^ and, 
lastly, to discuss the obstructioiu whicli 
contravened the object. The honourable 
member then proceeded, from varlmia^ 
parts of tbe evidence, to prove that noane^ 
quatd provision was made to obtain po#*t « 
session of the banks of the Scheldt, so hi 
to enable the fleet to proceed up tovrardl. 
Antwerp, a circumstance which render^, 
the enterprizeabortiveftom its very coig- 
mencement. With respect to the argumcok 
of the right hon. gent. (Mr. Canning^ ro^ 
lative to the dreadful sickness which aflecb^ 
ed our army, he (Mr. B.) could not adop^ 
its application to the present question. K 
was most true, that there were cases wlujra 
the ^reval^nee of contagion in apOttaCSMC^ 
would never influence the goveromcpt' 
think gt abandoning such pomssioo. ^ 
was so with Cor West India iilaads, k\ 
sometimes with Gibraltar- Still its ap * 
cation to this Expedhiolvdould noi be 
giitted, because.no anahigy existed. ^ 
was a vast dii^iuctici^ between thaf 
whiilWhim^ iftdudb d gdierdmSBiil 
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disadvantageB 6f 
long m our pos> 
diWUi Mtb'^Kich many interests were 
ai^d ^the conquest of a new 
. Ily contagious, but uarticularly 
conquest was made at the very pe- 
When such contagion became most 
^^lignant The'^question then was, whe- 
Iher on the whole, the Expedition de- 
i^irvod not approbation, but justification or 
;00sure ? And he should not be deterred, 
% the apprehension of the consequences 
which micht follow from doing hts Uuty. 
He agreed that his Majesty’s ministeis 
bad not been actuated by an intention of 
sacrificing the army or the treasure of the 
country. Even the weakest men would 
at the head of the government be incapa¬ 
ble of enteitaining any such intention. 
This species •of defence, however, excited 
his suspicion, beemse it shewed that the 
ministers had no ground to stand upon. 
The House was bound to exercise a con- 
troul over all administrations, ^nd wliat- 
ever might be the future consequences of 
his rote, however painful a duty be had 
to perform, he should stlU perform it. He 
had nothing to do with any ulterior mea¬ 
sure, but he did think that the House 
would abdicate all functious, if disic- 
^dirtg ffiC'gcneral voice of the country. 
It could be warped ^ any ttonsideratiop, 
froxn^ giving to that <^iaqiitou8 failuiq its 
appropriate character, and .JVom ^pro- 
tiouncingcits censure upon the'?oifduCtv^f 
those who advised it. 

Mr. Peel observed, that it was Ills inten¬ 
tion shortly to state the general giounds 
Upon which he was induced to support 
tne amendment of the hon. general (Crau- 
furd) ip preference t^o the ligoious Resolu¬ 
tions submitted by the noble lord (Por- 
ehester.) His first reason for that pre¬ 
ference was, that he found it established 
^hc evidence upon the table, that his 
Majesty’s ministers had determined upon 
khat armament with the fairest piospect 
of success. The right hon. gent, (Mr. 
Sathurst) had argued, that ministers were 
not justified to risque such dangers as that 
Expedition was exposed to, merely be¬ 
cause the country, at that moment, had at 
its command a very larger disposable 
force. That the safety of a force 
should not be committed^ but for Objects 
likely to be effected, and with advantages 
^ commensurate to the hazard- He (Mr., 
^eol) admitted the politicaf axiopi, btji^ 
i^Oied its application^ These were ob- 
^'U/vrhich to him, were oftbj^^ti^-com- 
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manding importance. Was it n^stary 
for him to refer that House to the inci'eas* 
ed and increasing marine of France } 
Was it necessary lor him to dilate in that 
awCmbly upon the facility which the ports 
and arsenals in the Scheldt afforded, for 
the consolidation of that naval power ? 
But, though his Majesty’s government 
could not stitfer such a danger to the secu¬ 
rity of this country to escape their con¬ 
templation i was there not something in 
the pi^riod at which this Expedition was 
determined on, which mus^of itself con¬ 
vince them that the moment had then ar* 
rived for combining with our own security 
a most powerful effort for the general 
interests of Europe ? What, he would ask, 
would have been the decision of the coun¬ 
try, if it had seen its government sunk in 
a cpld and torpid inactivity at that period 
when the storm was gathering in Ger¬ 
many ; when Austria was determined to 
make one bold effort to resist the unprin¬ 
cipled exactions of the epenjy nf-her inde¬ 
pendence } In such a state of things was 
Great Britain to continue regardless be¬ 
cause she was not a sufferer—to be indif¬ 
ferent because she was safe ? Having 
then decided to cu-opcratc uith Au&tiia, 
where did true policy point at as the 
theatre for our excitions? Prance we 
knev^ wished to regenerate her naval 
greatness, and nature, combined with art, 
had fitted out tlio Scheldt as the most for¬ 
midable position fur extending her mari- 
tiine power. Whether they looked to se¬ 
curity from invasion, 5 t to the pro'tection 
of our commie, ministers must have felt 
the necessity o.'. riiaking an attempt^poii 
those sources of our annoyance./Could 
they have shut their eyes to a daj^r that 
was ^ palpable? Could lliey^say that 
the cause of our apprehension /f as remote, 
or that its extent was exaggc*fated ? Sup¬ 
pose that very danger realized; suppose 
this House now sitting iii^udgmeiit upon 
the ministers who would have so saorificed 
the interests of tin ir country, and disre- 
gi^rded the duties they^owed their so- 
vereigph With what justice, with what 
indigna^orf! would the hqp. g'.}nt. (Mr. 
Whitkfead), who, with such zeal and ta- 
IciUs, talents which he (Mr. P.) would 
not presume *to depreciate by (he humble 
tribute of bis ffiinegyric, concluded the de¬ 
bate of last night, call them tip answer for 
Buch a manifest dereliction of their public 
trust ? y Would be be aaUAfied wfth their 
defence or*their extenuation, because they 
answered that lillQ and LiefkeQBhoaik 
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vfere iiiaJtateofpreparation and defence; 
or that the difficulties tn the execution 91 
the task had deterred them from the ne¬ 
cessary experiment ? If the House was 
piepared to give its sanction to such doc- 
trinCi if this Ume and spiritless calculation 
of the risk became the criterion of national 
enterprizej then at once let it obliterate 
from the proud pages of Us history, the 
memory and the mention of all its heroic 
deeds. Then, jf in the beginning of the 
Austrian struggle, the right hon* gent, ad¬ 
mitted this country should attend to the 
precepts of her ally, upoawhat principle 
was it that it should refuse to listen to her, 
at the moment of her depression, when, 
though her spirit was impaired, it still was 
not subdued ^ In her vacillation betweeh 
peace and wai, when it was in evidence 
that she desired the retention of Walche- 
ren, could his Miijesty’s government be 
justified m removing the onl^'' fulcrum 
upon which she rested for support ? Sen¬ 
sible o^li^alamitics our army was suf- 
Tand legiettiiigit as sincerely aa any 
man in the empire, yet could it be sup¬ 
posed, that any motive but that of the most 
commanding and positive impoitance 
would hdic induced his Majesty^s go¬ 
vernment to defer the evacuation of Wal- 
cheren ? 

Mr. Hmdftam spoke at length in favour 
of the original Resohuions. * 

Th e Cha nce ilor of th e Exchequer felt that, 
noL\vifRSlShc]in*gTheexfrausted sCatll of the 
discussion, of the House, and of himself, 
he wits bound to^ubmit hts opinion upoii^ 
the subject. Although h^could not hope 
to command attention u^n a qiiestimi so 
abl>^anvassed alread^yet it was /ue to 
the to the House, aiidto himself, 

thathewould not allow the debate lo con¬ 
clude uMout oiieuug his senl|nnent 8 . 
The Housmad beard much oC ttm tragic 
consequencs^ the meesjife under consi¬ 
deration! anKffiey it^ir witnessed a con¬ 
version of thnregi^ into comedy, by 
(he manner inlwhich some gexpieuien on 
(he other eidetiad observiCd upon it; but 
in point of ai’gument, he iieverfecollected 
ap occasion jp which less vwwled^inio 
action. Of argument, indeed n^felt that 
theie never was a case in which opp^ents 
had presfnted lessjto aitswef, or fi lenas left 
Jess to supply. Yet he^Kd think it neoes- 
sai^u^te^mEb feme part in the debate,jand J 
he conceived it fortunate that it fell to his ^ 
lot to follow a right hon. ^nU of ihq fetft 
admim^tratien, (Mr. Wuiabftn)*a}though4 
it was by no npMns his inteisti^ te follow | 




Unt JiteraUy in bis coarse as 
taking the farthest way 
vi^bome. ^ut some retpafe^l 
from ^at right hon. gent, 
should take leave to answer, 
hon. gent, had said tbtH the late iSxpeffij 
was of such a character that evqn sqci 
could not justify it. Why,it was ^ 
consolatory to think, that in such a septs* 
meat the right hon. gent, eiyoved mq 
cjiaracteristic siugularity, and be* was 
quite persuaded, that haq the Expe^ftiOp 
been successful, the right hon* gent» 
would have stood completely alone in a 
opposition which he might have thoqi 
proper to make to its policy. Butas to u 
right hon. gent’s idea that the olyect' 1 . 
the Expedition was to catch at atiy popo* 
larity by the acquisition of a few shm^ 
he assured the right hon* gent, that ne 
was quite mistaken. Those alone coufl) 
attend to the idea, who were not aware 
the important en^, with a view to which 
thJs Expedition had been uudertakei^ 
Unfortunately those ends were not obtain* 
ed, and the j^pedition had felled. But 
did it become the right hon. gepUf tp aty 
tacb the character of incsmacity to ad wv 
ministration, because its Expedition had 
failed ? For surely if such a criteritpi 
were established, the right 
his colleagues coqld nob^tand very hj^* 
In public estimatjBei^hile the Expeditioiia 
to the DardarfClIes and to Buenos ^yres, 
j^iwitsiiainiwonr recollection. [A cry,of 
hear, hear, ftom the Oppositiod Benchca.] 
The right hon. gent submit^ that it was 
lair in him to refer to thosS>events, be* 
cause gentlemen in a case of this nature 
were to consider comparative pierite* 
(.No, nef, from the Opposition Benches] 
But he contended yes, yes! for coi^pB** 
rison was the fair rule of judgme^. 
parties were to change sides, hq woutd awc^ 
what could be the pretensions ^jio wisdpm 
or common prudence on the part of 
who ^undertook the Expedition to (be 
Dardanelles, which could not be accounted 
for upon an/ consideration of poljt 
either national or general; or what n| 
had such men to find fault with those m 
planned the Expedition to the 3c||^, 
which h^ in view both a nation^ a 
general object ? 

But it had been contended tlmt ^ ob» 
jpcts of the Expedition to (he jSchflid|| 
v^ere unattaiaable, nay', that it was cbiipe* 
ricai to calculate upon their attainmt^ 
Befdre, however, Uie House coqcl^dw 
up{g^^assertioa| ha hoped they 



look to the auibofitiM which spoke against I attainable bjr the oCctrpalSoiii which 
iL They hacl Ae authorities of general f tria gave to the' tlVkuM of the ehehijf’. 
%bmrigg» apA of his highly respected I This he obsei^ed, merely ^ 

mfao .nooi^ him also, (general Craufurd], isting circumstances were hot sd hnfkvouN 
object of the jixpedition was at- I able to the Expedition, OS the' gentlemen 
tonaUe; and. they liad the authorities of I so earnestly contended* That this latter 
Nelson, sir Home Popham, and com- I obj^t was practicable, was, he main- 
ihodore Owen, as to the value of that ob- I tained, apparent, flrom the evidence, and 
Je^ In fact, the occupation of Wal- that the means were suflident, could hot, 
theren, and the destruction^ of the great I he thought, be questioned; government did 
naval arsenals of the enemy in the Scheldt, I not however undertake Uie expedition 
Imd been deemed of so much importance | without a conception that it would be at* 
by various administrations, that that alone I tended with risks and losses, 6ut they never 
fbrmed a sufficient justification for the ex- I calculated upon it as a last stake. They 
liaqce and risk attendant upon the under- I were prepared for all the hazards of war, 
l^tog of the measure under discussion. I but they certainly did not expect the 
It was not with a view merely to the I ravages of disease; and the former he bad 
destruction of the 10 or 11 sail of the line I no doubt would have been completely 
actually afloat in the Scheldt, that the £x- overcome, if it were not for the progress 
pedition was. undertaken, but in order to I of the latter. When gentlemen dwelt sO 
destroy that arsenal •which furnished faci- I much upon the great disasters of this £x- 
lities for the preparation of a formidable I pedition, he would beg it to be recollected, 
fleet. In a quarter most dangerous to the I that no military failure had occurred in 
nbtr of this country. But independently | the whole course of it; that 
nf all solicitude for our bwn interest, the j bed.taken place which could be said to 
Scheldt was, he maintained, the best point 
that, under all the circumstances of the 
Case, could be selected for the common 
purpose of promolii^ a British interest, 
ana aiding the causd^f our allies. It had 
kesar -taii^Shat our army would have 
been better dispbsed^ if sent to Spain, 

‘But he begged gentlenhuitlo consider bow 
tlBWiftS it would have turnefrv^ to send 
an additiopal force to lord^ 
who found it so difficult to provide suffi¬ 
cient suppii^for even the force which he 
In any additional force, in his 
Circumstances, instead of being service- 
abfe, would have rather increased his em* 
bait^ments. 

Th^e was, however, another reason 
why an army could not have been sent to 
any of the points, which gentlenlen on 
the other side recommended and that was 
Ibe inadequacy of our means, as appeared 
from the papers on the table, to defray 
tli6.«cpences.of any lengthened service. 

Id foct, the country could not afford it, 
and no other choice remained, than to 
take the direction objected to, and in 
which, unfortunately, our efiforU had been 
So unavailing. Bat, let it .be considered, 
that, althoi^h we could achieve nothing 
in ffie way of a diversion, in favoCr of 
Anuria, Which was one of the objects of ^ 
the Expedition,4 yet that from the state if 
tike arar, a diversion was created in favour 
of the .other object of that Expedition, qur | 
hs^^itoiQAal^bject being readej^lsUssre 


redound to the discredit of the country* 
But the tone in which all the gentlemen 
on the other side spoke of this event, be¬ 
trayed th8 character of their opposition. 
A right hon. gent, had said, that wind and 
weather formed part of the plan ; bat he 
must pe allowed to say, that wind and 
weather formed part of the foilufe, of 
which they were,a gtffi^caqse. He was 
aware uiat An hon. officer in his eye, (sir 
Home Popbam), had communicated his 
opinion, that unless the'Expedition sailed 
within a certain period, adverse winds 
musube expect^<^that it was to be re¬ 
membered, that ac^rding to the evidence 
of admirals 8trachan and Keates,th» Wea¬ 
ther was unusually unfavourably and to 
that sUte of the weather was a^ibutable 
the wh^ . difficulty of our <fobarkation. 
Why then, tCfth/s circtf^Bnee, which 
occasioned (such b^nge^ut ai^ delay 
in the conduct of the^flxp^(?ition,nikn8t^ 
could DO^ pronounced any party. Bbt 
it k^as sidd ministers bad ho naval 
authority for the practicability of their 
pr<^%ct. yA'hSt, however, cpuld«'not be 
maintaMM by any of those who took the 
trott^ of looUng at the minutes of tho- 
admiralty. ^ 

But the miliffiry opiniops were urged 
against them. Let it however 7 »^^obsorv- 
ed, that the opinion of colone'r Gordon, 
for instapoe, which had been so** much 
dwell dpon, deferred only to she^anger to 
which tm, Mrray might ba^exposed oh its 
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re(n»t. Vow, it vm «*lcalated> thtf coir 
aim/ woul4 reach Batba on tha 5d of 
Aagqat, apd it appeared, that so late as 
the li^ the enemy bad but 26,000 alto¬ 
gether io Antwerp, Bergm-op-Zoom, Cad- 
sap4* ^ ftU the ^joining country. 
What then had our troops to apprehend in 
their retreat from Antwerp, had their ob¬ 
ject been acoomplisbed within the time in 
tho manner expected ? As to the doubt 
expressed by his right hon. friend (Mr. 
Bathurst) respecting the plan intended to 
be pursued, be ftferred him to the evidence 
of sir Home Popham and lord Castlereagh, 
from which it appeared that the resolu¬ 
tion was to go on to Baihz, as soon as a 
^footing was secured in Walcheren. That, 
the fleet had not at once gone up the 
Scheldt, was owing to the same cause 
which prevented the landing of our force 
at Cadsand on the 30th of July, namely, 
the state of the weather. If it were not 
for these impediments, for which it could 
lot surehj^Jm meant to make ministers 
Te, he maintained that our fleet 
army would have reached Batba, as 
soon as sir John Hope; namely, by the 
Sd of August, and, if so, they could have 
arrived before Antwerp by the 4tti or 5th, 
when it was clear from the evidence there 
was no adequate force there for its de¬ 
fence. The failure then of this great ob¬ 
ject was ascrihable to causes over which 
ministers had-n o controul. wh i ch 

reasonably ^&EpprelBind7 
Therefore, instead of thecb&ervation from 
the other side, that All circumstances were 
requited to be favourable, in order to i] 
sure the arrival of our forc|^ dueltimoAt 
Batbz,^e would mainUnn that unfavi 
able cnumstances alone prevented 
arrival-'-ny ca^'d^manwho followe< 
evidence v^Id/b^as persuaded, 
that, if our ra^e had reached Am»^p by 
the 4th or 5tai|^<AugUstyu^rmy could 
have been for^fejl rrninr the na¬ 

tional cbject enVib? Kpedition. This, 
however, was an Idmission, wfaiclyRe did 
not expect from iie gentlemen oJ the op¬ 
posite side of the House. Thosl gentl^ 
were* on dm occasion, seeki\a their 
own objects. No ?oabt tliey tfao^ht it 
foe the benefit of the country to do so, 


firow the opposition benebeh) Wi»|^ 
infor fmn thu cheer that bis sincerity wad' 
questioned ? If so there was 4 
reciprocity, and those gentlemen nbl ’ 
willing to allow to others that credit whi^' 
they claimed for* themselves. But 
ho would beg the House to reflect, did 
those gentlemen look for by the R^}ik«' 
tione under discussion ? They looked flw 
the punishment ^an administration, which 
had sought a practicable object by com* 
petenf means, because that object fldled 
throufh causes, against which it was im« 
posaitde for any administration'toprovidol 
But ho trusted that the House woold by 
the adoption of the amendmentof his hotk^l' 
and gallant friend (general Craufurdjwhichr; 
contained a fair ct^racter of the whole pro^f" 
cceding, discipBert the means andfirustroto 
the views of tBm hon. gentlemen. 

The right hon. gent, here read ,the 
amendment, which had been proposed by 
general Craufurd, which, he contendoa. t« 
contained a jair descriptjpn of the grounds 
of the Expedition. The right hon. gent 
however, who preceded him, had referred 
to the Copenhagen Expedition, which he 
described as a lasting disgrace to tfda 
country; and at the same time stated, 
that one of the consoffuences of that Ex* 
pedition would have been^jhatf Ue ” 
naye had Danish sailo^^Uf^ntend a^init 
at Antwerp. ^tSllPfMpect to that fjppe« 
dition, he h p ro nd to say, that it was ode 
^ emnmt had not engaged in 
fi;0(n choice ; it wab impg;ipd upon them 
y the imperious n^esuty%^he case; 
and wiUi i aspect tk our having Danish 
sailors to contend ageist in the Scheldt, 
gentlemetijt ho was stiro, would not deny, 
that, if that Expeditqjm ^had not taken 
place, We should not oMy baveTSani^ 
sailors but a Danish fleet to contend wit&' 
He now came to a very impoftant 
branch of this case, he meant the conduct 
of his Majesty’s ministers in not abandon¬ 
ing Walcheren as soon as the ulterior 
objects of the Expedition were found to bo 
unattainable. Upon this part of the case 
more feeling had very naturally been ex«* 
cited than upon any other. No men could 
speak of it, no man could think of tho loMt 
, ^ of vajuabl^vea, without the deepeat re«' 
be would g^ve them credit^ the sincerity^Lgret.^ JRwcould not supoose, however ' 
of that opinion as the grduBd of iheir^e^ ^hat tlfl>se who dcclaimM loudest upoU 
forts the places occupied bjf this jnelancholy subject, really fblt fflCue 

himself colleaguei^^Now h^Majesty's ministeri, 

begged take credit for equaPSklCority, Pgrty opposition could hardly be carded 
ill thinking U for the benefit of \heymua- to such a mngtfa us to induce gentlemott 
try to keep them^ut. (Hear, beg^ bear, to be)M%i|^t the licluigs olkregret Oi/ 
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one side of tfee House were more acute 
than they were on the other. But it was 
one wHig to re^pret the loss of lives, and 
another to.maintain the accusation that 
wM loss was owing to any misconduct of 
ndnisters. Gentlemen bad contended that 
Flushing ought to have been given up, 
w^en it was mund that Antwerp could not 
bo' taken, hiow he begged to contend 
most confidently, that, so far from its being 
bU duty to recommend the evacuation ^of 
Flushing when the ulterior object foiled, 
that that very circumstance made it V>f in¬ 
finitely greater importance to retain it. If 
we had taken Antwerp and the enemy's 
fleet, he should have thought our secuiity 
had been effected ; but having left such 
great naval means in the hands of the 
enemy, the possession ofjjlfalcheren be¬ 
came doubly valuable. H^nlreated the 
House to bear always in memory, that,in 
undertaking this Expedition, government 
bad two objects in view, viz. our own safe¬ 
ty and the assistance of our ally ; and that 
M long as the war continued, our fosses- 
sion of Walcheren would have been per- 
foctly secure. The question he was now 
arguing was not whether it was wise to 
send an Expedition to the Scheldt, but 
whctl yr^ W alcherciWbeing in our posses- 
•9h#iirWT14*qd which had been the object 
of pursuit to so me qy govcnwncnis, minis¬ 
ters would have been^uified in giving it 
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commercial importance of Antwerp; 
they knew that in 1806 the customs of that 
city were one third more than those of all 
the other ports of France put together; 
they knew also, that by retaining WalcHe- 
ren, the enemy would not only be de¬ 
prived of that revenue, but of all trade 
from which it proceeded. It was there¬ 
fore a question of impostance, whether 
they should give up the key of that com¬ 
mercial town. This he admitted was a 
small object compared with Antwerp, as 
a naval station; but certaihly it was one 
nhich ministers would not have been 
justified m leaving out of their considera¬ 
tion. It hail been stated by his right 
.hon. friend (Mr. Canning,) that the las* 
advice of loid Grey, when he was going 
out of ofiicc to his s>irccssors, was, to at¬ 
tend to the glowing slncgth of the ene¬ 
my in that quartet. The same subject 
occupied Mr. Put's attention in his first 
and 111 his second administration, and also 
the altemion of that of loj>l ^‘ymouth: 
and the plan was abandoned, not bcfa'hse 
the placo was not healthy, but because a 
suflficieiit disposable force could not be 
spared for the purpose of attacking it. 
ll the pfan of attacking Walchercu had 
been given up by their difirrcnt adminis¬ 
trations, because tlieisl and was unhealthy, 
they would not have recurred, as they 
did From lime to time, to the same pro- 


^ I . ' .--I —— ......w.w.w vno cuiuuiifcy aiitiiesouic- 

victionmMmmiTtfoit jtwas trapossibleNLceding governments i*h their favoUr, with 
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to keep Walcheren without a greater ex- 
pence of men and nfoney than seemed to 
be within liie meanh ofthiscouptry, would 
have induceil hiim to give it up. Men 
were certainly aways bad judges in their 
•own cause, but he felt no difficulty in 
slating, that if ministers had, upon the first 
knowledge of the failure of the Expedi¬ 
tion, given up Walcheren, they would 
have been the olijects of accusation by the 
gentlemen opposite, fore having adopted 
that very conduct which they were now 
blamed for not having pursued. 

He.entreated the House tQ consider what 
was the situation of ministers when they 
were in possession of a positenn of jiuch 


- --- W ^ ^ ? • S«l a 

fS^ard to tb^mportance of obtaining this 
object, and it\^jrtaiiily could not be sup- 
pos^ff that Mr. Pitt, lord Sidmuth, or 
lordiGrenville meant to have tajjifn Wal- 
che^n and to have gfopn it yp immedi¬ 
ately they must htf/e m^t to letain 
'<1. ^ 

In addibl^y^to thcsfr*hj^h and concur¬ 
rent authoriiieSMjgMffMt have quoted 
those of lord Nelslffrfnll^^St, Vincent, and 
indeed,#r almost cveiyjjnaval officer. It 
w^uld nj)t bedbrgotten that the House had 
be.ore them the letter of sir R. Strachan, 
pbinti^ out the importaj^ce of Wa\pbe- 
cheriA, and pseawng Ministers, in the 
syj^gest manntrr, not to give it up, until 


pipeiue importance to the,nerty. ‘boUKHie had an o^poirtunity of lonv^rsing with 
m a naval mi commercial point A view.'^ljeip upon the Abject. In what a .itua- 
He knew there were gentlemen whp af. bon would ministers have .after 

. to treat commercial objecte witl^/his letter ftom sir R. Stoat-i/niT, they had 
contempt, but hw Maje^’a ministers at oncm without examination; without 
couM not have bean justified in acting consulfotitin, abandoned tha. island. If 
suclta feelmg. Thejf>i«w the sucb bfid been theii <f«nduct, how loud 



wouki' tiaTe been the accusations of the 
geatlemen opposite to him. He felt that 
agaibst such a charm he should have been 
unable to make a defence. Let it be re¬ 
collected that ministers had an opinion 
before them that Walcheren was tenablcj 
and for that opinion he referred to the 
evidence of sir H. Popham. It was also 
to be considered that neither from the 
dispatches of lord Chatham^ nor from any 
thing the noble lord staled on his return 
from the Expedition, could ministers col¬ 
lect any thing fb weaken the opinion they 
were induced to adopt, as to the practice* 
bility of retaining this Island- The noble 
lord, no doubt, urged'the propriety of 
fUhrnisbing an adequate garrison, but not 
word about the indefensibility of the is¬ 
land. It would, no doubt, be asked, why 
abandon Walcheren under all these con¬ 
siderations. He would answer, in conse¬ 
quence of the second report of sir R. Stra- 
chan, which was among the documentson 
fhp tablfifeMln the first letter, this gallant 




^ otllcer^lated, that Walcheren was quite 
tenable; that a plan for its complete de¬ 
fence was drawing up, and that it ought 
not to be given up. But in the latter re¬ 
port, the gallant ollicer communicated his 
opinion, that in consequence of the cessa¬ 
tion of the war with Austria, the enemy 
would be enabled to bring su^h a 
force to act against Walcheren, as it 
tpuld not be in thiijaaa^ai,Qf thistj 
vntlfTff^Toasonable proporfWni TH 
means, to withstand, ministers therefore de- 
tcrmineH on the eveTcuation of the island. 

If upon due consideratioj^it had be| 
found expedient to kee]^JI^s!aii(f, m« 
might^nd would have^'Ceen taken inse¬ 
cure th^health of the troops. Uec^rsc 
would liEw been had to floating barrjcks, 
for it wasTtobe observed that thypilors 
ere not amVted with the siclui^iSr Iii- 
with mean&|jv^msiderab!c 

It or the ■■ "lay Flushing might 

ve passed a KS'Pljr the year on the 
coast of Kent, Iherefore there 
reason to apprehend that by the 
of that Island, any troops 
destroyed^ AniiJtgif^ie 
the candour of hon. gm 
cuation of Walcheren 
whic^i couUl be earned 
soon as itliatyjipen rcsoi 
was«#»i^ ^TOD emade tl 
day ? SupPIfihlf that 
been defirmined upon at a 
tliat it had bee^i determined upon^by bis 
Majesty’s minis^s, as a wise nuj^ure to 

VOL. xvj. ^ 
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evacua^ that, islaiid—was diere 
worthy of consideration astotb&]»rQ| 
ety of the means by which that de&irat^^ 
obiject was to be carried into effect ? Tbii 
first object, of their proceedings must huqr, 
the-removal of their sick. Would the 
precipitate abandonment of the island; 
have been the best way to secure that ob¬ 
ject ? Or in order to secure the safe and 
tranquil re-embarkation of the sick, was it 
not expedient that the healthy troops 
should be in undisputed possession of the, 
islanc^? Or would it have been a more 
summary way to have called off the beef- 
ihy troops at once, and abandoned the. 
sick to their fate ? Well, then it is admilt., 
ted that we should have first brought^ 
home our sick ; and now let those gently 
men who have been so fine in their random 
flights at speculative cen3ure,* come dotyn 
foi; a ailment to the eimple sobriety of 
fact. The navy could not bring home, 
our sick—transports must of course liave, 
beeh employed in that melancholy se^, 
vice. *AH;er the transports had arrivoid. 
they necessarily underwent the process.of, 
fumigation, and after that, returned to 
convey the remainder ; for we could not 
command the means of tonnage to convey 
them all home at onfe; aiid then after 
tho sick had been brought 
be/ore, comntences llajLiirflrnalinn by the 
healthy part o^tdetroops; even this 
slight Btatenpejftwas. he believed, sdffici-. 
^ wuhilsit was not possible to 
icuate Waicher q^^at t he time that Jt 
higlit have been Uioud’fit Wpedient to 
evacuate it. 

And this brought^im to another ques^ 
tion, involving still nnre conclusive rea¬ 
sons fur the subsequenj^del ay in the reteh- 
tention, than those aWsffigTTPtirtPtiiere 
practical difficulties. Would it 
right, under the existing circumstances, to 
liave evacuated Walcheren so precipi¬ 
tately, iodependently of the physical im- 
practicability of doing so P And now he 
would state to th^ House one faction the 
loth of October the government had re-, 
ceived intelligence to their minds satis¬ 
factory, that hostilities w'ere on the eve of 
re-commencing between Austria, WIW. 
Kcapre-—liew, suppose ministers, 

ingrcc^ved that intelligence; had 
neverUlcless determined upon the abati; 
dontnent of Walcheren, and that hostiH-. 
.ties upon the continent had actually re^ 
qpmmunced, liojv easily was it to antici¬ 
pate tlie torrent of invective that would b«ive 
pourfti*Vf^)j^miDistenfrom the^on. gentk^ 
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wen opposite for abfltndoning at soch pe- 
■ Tiod a conquest before so dearly bought, 
and then so critically important ? Was it 
4 rash supposition to imagine at that 
time the bleaking out of hostilities between 
Austria and France ? Was there nothing 
lA the warering and uneasy alternations 
that preceded the treaty of Vienna, to 
countenance the belief that the contend¬ 
ing powers might again rush to arms, and 
another battle be fought for the politicral 
existence of the continent? And if there 
were grounds for an expectatioh so 
anxious, would Waicberen have been no¬ 
thing in our hands against the common 
enemy ?—Or would it not have been a 
most desirable, a most important means 
of annoyance ? But there was yet another 
ireound upon which, conjointly with the 
preceding, be thought the retention of 
that island defensible. On the lOlh of 
October, for the reasons he had stated, it 
would have been wrong to have givep it 
up, comparing fairly the good aqd evil 
arising out of the act of retention. The 
good effects he had observed upon—the 
bad was in one word, sickness—an evil 
lessening every day. Look to the report 
•of doctor Btane—thf distemper uniformly 
abatesJa October, and terminates in No- 

'\ then the risks of the evil 
Were while the 

advautages reasonably^^^'' be calculated 
upon, rose with the ci* ' ’ a* 

a crisis, Waicberen o 
kept at any haprri^' 

♦K#» iirnnrtrl 


to haveTBe^ 
at that very cris 


the hazafd^ "proportVnably decreased. 
And yet the gentlemn opposite would 
bate it, that it oughKto have been aban¬ 
doned before the isspe of that crisis which 
migh^ayejpade i^Aormidable was ascer- 
iajn«*tL *As to ISe conquest itself, as he 
bad already stated, he had not been with¬ 
out his apprehensions of its risks, fiut 
were was the military operation without 
its hazards ^ Gentlemen opposite would 
have an expedition subject to no chances, 
and secure of intermediate as well as ulti¬ 
mate success. Their theory, he must say, 
was more perfect than their practice. 
But still it was insisted upon that Walche- 
ren was unhealthy during part of the 
yrar—why St. Lucia was unnfe.Jifcy 
Domingo was unhealthy. We r(*taine( 
ahem; and yet, though beyond coinpari- 
aon more unhealthy, they were beneath 
comparison with the acknowledged impor- 
itance of Waicberen. He would ‘detair 
ibe House no longer, wearied as was^heir 
and exhausted as sub¬ 


ject. He had reluctantly endeavoured 
as it were, to drag them along with him 
through a length of detail that lent him 
no aid and to which his very humble 
efibits could impart no interest. He 
thanked the House for the candour of 
(heir attention, and he should sit down 
with simply stating, that it was his anxious 
and earnest wish as wclk as that of his 
colletigues to retain Waicberen, if that 
retention could have been practicable; and 
that their greatest regret was, that it was 
not possible to retain a coifbuest, which if 
retained would have proved invaluable. 

The House now became exceedingly 
anxious for the question, when 
. Mr. R. Dunaas rose, and after somen* 
time obtained a hearing. He assured the 
Hou-e, that at that late hour in the morn¬ 
ing (four o’clock) he w'>uld not detain 
them long, but allusions of a personal na¬ 
ture having been made, he conceived it 
his duty to reply to them. His Majesty's 
ministers had been charged Uihri&jintpjmffr 
and cabals, and with having sacrinceoby 
them the lives of many brave men. The 
hon. gent, who liad used that language 
would not he burprised if he (Mr. D.) 
should call for something more i onclu>>ive 
I* than his mere as'^ertion tor the truth of it. 

If my lords Grey and Grenville, and " all 
the talents” had been in power, the island 
of Waicberen would not have been eva- 

il was. Wi^h. 

’■'^^^espcct to the topics which had been 
urged by the hon.baionet (sii F. Burdett) 
^spectiiig the answer of the King to the 
cl^enscof Lo'^don, when they presented 
th^''address fot":;u inquiiy into the fai- 
lurc^t Waicberen,* his Majesty had^stated 
that Shore was no nece‘!s*ty to miatituie 
any f'nililary inquiry. The i^ble lord 
(Por^^ter) had very catididl^ confessed 
that nolS^e was imp utalj p to the mili¬ 
tary or navaHfttf^mand^^r the Expedi¬ 
tion, yet his ResollW5^]J?^uded them in 
censure He woula Sf the gentlemen 
opposite,\wheiher, when me clamour had 
been raifed against these ^commanders 
thcotfgh^it the country, and when the 
noble Ipvd aid notm-his^ speel'h attach 
blaro'/ to them, >?n apology from those 
r^.iTlemen for raised the clamour 

not necepifty, ahd whether an* ex- 
wSSion of rkrlction slr:'.!' ^ ,, no t have 
en express^^^ the ResoIqtJp^^'^Did 
e House^mk n^at the*%^{eres^ of the 
counlr^^vould be benefited by ministers 
yieldint to the factious, cfamburs of any 
set of mta merely for a^^omentary gra^ 
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. A third dtv'isKHi took place on the omit* 


tificatIon> and bringing military men to 
trial, be would not say disgrace, because 
acquittal must necessarily have followed 
in that case ? Would it be endured be 
would repeat, that two meritorious of¬ 
ficers should be placed in jeopardy for the 
sake of satisfying the shabby, paltry, and 
contemptible feelings of any set of men ? 
The right hon.^eiit. trusted it would ope¬ 
rate as a warning to the country in future, 
and that they could not easily give in to 
such feelings. When military officers 
did their tlutyf as in the present instance, 
they were entitled to some better reward 
after being liable to the fortune of war, 
and it would not be an act of justice in 
minister to abandon them. 

Mr. Tierney spoke at considerable length 
in favour of lord Porchester's Resolutions. 

The call for the question was again 
loudly repeated* 

Mr. Brougham expressed his most per¬ 
fect conviction, that when a subject, em- 
. Jj^acing^tljfajtital interests of the empire, 
one'iTln’bich every man was anxious to 
ascertain the exercise of that duty which 
the House of Commons owed its consti¬ 
tuents, was in discussion, be could not sa¬ 
tisfy his feelings even by voting for the 
original Resolutions, if the matter was to 
rest there. He had a confidence that 
those who felt for the country’s calami¬ 
ties, would first support the present Rc- 
[ntio ns 

^nsiueration 

atlbrd the country justice for the past, and 
guard against similar delinquencies in 
future. Those who, on other ha 
could limit their sense qj^^ty to\he Re¬ 
sent l^solutions, woultfof course suwort 
them, \aadequate as in his mind »hcy 
were to^y other purpose but the ^Iva- 
tion of mi 

Sir IIome^lpphaM wished t^flear up 
two or three Wj^jpti^voured to 

catch the expi ry '^jy ^hc House was 
so clamorous wdcmfflfnot collect it cor¬ 
rectly. I ^ * 

Strangers weil then orderedfto with¬ 
draw, and the House divided on the ori¬ 
ginal Resdlution^oUgi^d Porclfbsw^. 

For Ministers - *4 
For the Resolutions - 
• Majority for W 
A secondjdupslon th 
the ^Mrt^S^ygolution of ^ . 
which wttPSf Uff the ori 

ginal Resolutions. 7^^ 

Ayes . -1272 

- Noes. 432 

Majority for Ministers -—40 


sion of the word « nor,** which was moved 
by Mr. Canning* 

Ayes - ... 

Noes - 224 

Majority for Minislera —5t 
The fourth division was on the last Re* 
solution of general Craufurd, declaratory 
of the approbation of the House in the 
retention of Watcheren, and consequently 
approving the conduct of Ministers in that 
respect: 

Ayes - - 2J5 

Noes - -- -- -- - 232 
Majority for Ministers ^ —*2S 

Adjourned on Saturday rhoming 
half past seven. / 

List of the Minority, 

Abercromby, hon. J. Cutbber|, J. R. 

Adam, Wm* Davenport, D. ^ 

Adams, C. ^>epoiuhieu, J. 

Addington, rt. hon. J. H. Dickinson, W. 

Agar, E. F. Diindas, C. 

Aildh, Alexander, Dundas, lion. L. 

Althorja^, viV. Eden, hon. G. 

Anson, Q. Elliot, right hou. W- 

Anstnither,rt.hon. sir J. Esicourt, T. G. 


Everett, J. H. 

Evelyn, tendon, 
Eiistun. earl of 
^ane, J. 

Fellowes, 

Fi HI mndtr R. C." 

Id, lord R. 
Fitzgerald, right boo. 
Fitzpatrick, rt. hdb. K.. 
V Fllzroy, lord W. 

urst, right bodrek Foley, hon. 

^ Fol^Tho. 


Anlunie.W. L. 
Astley, sir J. li 
Aubrey, sir J. 
Babington, T. 
Baillie, £. 
Baker, J. 
B^nkes, H. < 
Barham, J. F. 
Baring, A 


S. 

wicke, C. 
Biddulpb, R. M. 
Blackburne, J. 

Bligh, T. 

Bouverie, lidb. B. 
Bradshaw, hon. A. C. 
Brand, hon. T. 
Brogden, J, 
Brougham, fj. 
Browne, A. 

Bulier, J. 
Bunbury^slr T. C« 
Burdett, sir F. 

BfUg, O. , 

Calcraft, J. 

Calvert, N. 

Campbell, lord J. 
Campbell, D. 


( 




. oikesj'W^^. B. 
FolkestoneT^iscouiit 
Furbes, viscount 
iFrankland, W. 
^eemantle, W. fl. 

Ciddy, D. 

Giles, D. 
l3oddard,T. 

Gower, earl 
Grant, G. M. 

Grattan, right hon. H. 
Grcenhill, R. 

Grenfell, P. 

Grenville, lord Geo. 
Hall, fir J. 

Halsey, J. 


listers 
\ook place 
leral Craufo 



Cavendish, lord O. A. H. Hamilton, lord A. 

Hibbeit, George 
Hipp{stey,sir J.C, 


Cavendish, VL 

rtloke, % W. • 
Colborne, N. \V« R. 
Oombe, H. C« 
Cooke, B. 

Cooper^E. S. 

6otes, i. * 

owper, hon. E. S. 

_ reeTO^'X^* r. 

^urweo, J. C, \ 


Horner, F. 

Howard, hon. W. 
Howard, Heii]^ 
Howarth, H. 
Hughes, W. L, 
Hume, W. H. 
Hurst, R. 
Hutiey,Cii 
Uutebiiuon, bon. C 
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Jftduoo, Jcilm 
Hpck,G A I. 

K«mp, r 
KrasiDgton, lord 
Knox, hon T. 
lADib^hon W. 
lAngtou, W G* 
Latouche, John 
Leach, J 
Lefisvic, C ^ 

Iii*monj sii Vf 
Lemon, C. 
l>emon, J. 

Lesttr, B L 
Lloyd, J. M 
Lloyd, sirL P. 
Jx^ckhait, J L 
Long, U» 

LMigman, G. 

1owndu, J 
To^eden, L. L« 

Littleton, bon. W. H. 
MaisdoDaltl, 5 
Madocks, W A« 

Mahon, viscount ^ 

Maikham, J 
Martin, ilemry 
Matthew, M 
Maule, bon W R. 
M<*xwill, \V. 

Meade hon J 
Mexboruugb, carl of 
Milbankc, sir K 
Mildmay, sir H bt John 
MiDb, W 

Milner, sii W ^ 


loorc. 

Morpetb, viscount 



Morris^ E 
Sdosley, sir O. 

Vloftyo, sir 1 
NeviU, hon V 
Newport, rt hours.^ 
NoeJ,C N 
North, D ^ 

Nortbey, Vf. 

Nugtntisw G 
O'Callaglian, J 
Oglandet*^ 
<yHv6,^ 

Ord, W. 

Oebome, lord F 
Ossulston, loid 
Palmer, C 
Parnell, H 
Patten, P 
Peine, H 

Pelham, hon C. A 
IPercy, carl 
Phillips, R M 
Pigott, sir A. 

Pole, sir C M 
PoUington, vise 
Ponsonby, right bon O 
PoDsonby, hon O 
Porehestei, lord 
Portinan, L B 
power, K 
prettie, hon F \ 
Pym^F. 


Quin, hon W H 
Bam, A 

Ridley, sir M W. 
Ridnrts, A 
Romilly sir S 
Russell, lord W. 

St Aiibyn, sir J 
bavage, P 
Paville, A. 

^oudinnirc, R P. 

S< bright, sir I S 
Sharp, R 
Shaw, R 
Shelly, T. 

She 1 idan, rt hon ^ B 
Shipley, W. 

Smith, G 
Smith, J. 

Smith, S 
Smith, A. 

Smith, W 
Sonic fmIIo sirM, 
Stinley, loid 
Stcwnid, Jas 
bymmond>, 1 P 
1 lib )t, R W“ " 

Tarlclon, B 
J ivistock, marquis qf 
A 

la>Ioi,( W ^ 
Tavloi, 1 d 
Temple, ciil of 
reniijUloaTi \ s< 
fhompbOii, 1 
Jhoinlon, II 
■ Tkiikv, iifht boil G 
fighe, \V 
loniishcnl luid J 
wfi accy, f if • 

lyne, 1 H 

Turtof5^«-'' 

moil, G fi V 
alpole, hoii Oeorje 
[Vaid, hon J W 
ardlc, ( 1 
iVarrcmh i, sii (» 
Western, ( C 
Whitbnad, b. 

Wilkins W 
Williams, D 
Wdliims, 11 R 
Windham, right hon W 
Wmniiigtou, sir 1 
Wjnn, sirW W 
Wyim, C WnV 

PAIRn> oi t 

Bagcnal, W 
BHckbuinc, J T 
Boniene, hoD I 
Campbell, George 
Coke, Edward 
Craig, J 

Daly,nghk^ Ig” 
Latouch^ rignt iiolT 
Latouche, R < 

Miller, sir Thomas 
Shelly, H jun • 
Stanley, T 
Wharton, J. * 


the first dmsion, but voted with the mi^ 
nority in all the subsequent divisions. 

Mr llolihouse was unable to attend; 
\V( tie 111 lio t/cd to sav, ht would have 
voted III sujipoit of all lotd Poichester’^ 
iiesolutions, 

11 t of the Majoi tty. 


Andrens, M P 

Ai bull not Misht hon C 
Arch d) M 
\ hbiiinliain, boii G 

( Ultiv, SII W 

Hinitl, R A, 

D'lMLb, R H 

Dan kins. Tames 

Ast II, W 

Dcodes, W 

Bi,.m( 1I Ti^ht Inn W 

Dent 5 

niillic,G 

Dcsati, tarl of 

J ik 1, P W 

Jlesbrowo, L 

Himplylde, sii < W 

Diummond, II. 

P irnc, S 

Ducketf, G 

Bun I M 

Dufli rin, lord U 
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^ HOU'sB Of COMMON^ 

Tuesday, Apnl J 

[dCAPTAiN Warwick Lakl and Robert 
Ilmlry] Sir Frantit Burden rose to 
suiimit to the House the motion of whidh 
Uf hid given notiee nlative to the co|R-> 
Uiu t ol t aptatu I tUt and the pioceediage 
III Ins c Upon the puusdlot the^V 
pus relative to this subjeet, he found 
many and so important.considerations 
arising out oi tlicm,«that he thought the 
De&t way would be to mo\ e for a commit* 
tee to eximinc the whole ot them, and to 
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idport what furtliei proceeding, if any« 
ought td be had In his opinion, a sub* 
jeet oi more impoitanre could not be 
brought under the consideration of parUa* 
merit The extraordinaiy circumstances 
of the case—the consideration that the 
aggueved indi\idu.d was an English sea¬ 
man—one ot a cUss ofnpisiAF 
to the peephar piote|;trAf^fthat House*-* 
*atl tiiese ciicums^^fft^ concurred to pOiM 
out the lj>4S^tion ai deserving ot the 
1 .^ vb Oibus ''ention. He t^d not mean 
Jto enter upon tm ^ubject at any length at 
present. The ^h^tiiiselves were 

stronger than any lang^uage'Mi his power 
to use could lepresent them. Ibwasnot 
his wisff to aggrav^e any thing m this 
extiaordinaiy case (by high colouung, to 
withdraw^ the attention fium the jus^ 
tice of the case, or to excite any other 
feelings than would natuially arise iVom 
the bare contemplation of the facts. This 
was^balutary principle in our criminal 
juiisprudence to which he would willingly 
conform. . 

His attention had been first called to 
this transaction by a paragraph, which he 
observed in a newspaper, stating tha^ e 
^caman had been left b^ the hon. capuha 
I Lake oj;} the island of Sombrero. Thitf 
I Staibiiicnt was followed by no remark 
pr#tsive of abhoirence of the atit. It 
seemed to have been regarded as a light 
and trivial mattei, like a common occur^ 
I enne of the^ day, such as, ** a stage coach 
was ovei turned iii Piccadilly, but we alt* 
beppy to say that none of^the passeo^eot 
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were hurt'^' His first object, then, waste 
ascertain, whether the government knew 
any thing of the circumstance, conceiv¬ 
ing, thsit the safety of the seaman, as well 
avthe character of the government and of 
the country, were at stake; and he still 
thought, that, notwithstanding all that 
had oeen done, some further proceeding 
was necessary, and it was under that im¬ 
pression, that he was induced to submit 
to the consideration of the House the 4i)o- 
tion with which he meant to conclude. 

The first paper amongst those laick be¬ 
fore the House, was a letter from Mr. 
Morgan Thomas, who had been purser of 
bis Majesty's slooip Demarara, and who 
stated that he had discoveries to make of 
frauds which had been committed in the 
West Indies. To his intention to make 
these discoveries, he ascribed his being 
prevented from convng home. He 
he said, " resigned his warrant into the 
hands of sir ^exander Cochrane, upon 
condition of being discharged frdm 
the service altogether. The acimirnh su¬ 
perseded him, but ordered that he should 
foe detained, being impressed with the idea 
that it was possible he might have de¬ 
frauded government." Even this was a 
circumstance desen^g of inquiry; and 

Thomas ought to have 
been sent for that he^might give^ 

Evidence as to the in his* 

letter.* Mr. Thomas 
Simpson, l^te of the Star 
muster, and s igne d bj^ on governmenk. 
Imfore they wfe^otlfrtheieby to enable 
« master ti^desert from his Majesty's ser¬ 
vice. This was another circumstance 
wbich called for investigation. Mr. Tho¬ 
mas also stated, that sir A. Cochrane being 
Bpp]iCJ^ to forSTrourt-martial on captain 
Simpson, refused to grant the wished for 
tfiquiry. This jikewise was matter for in¬ 
vestigation. The letter then went on to 
state the circumstance of the landing Jef¬ 
fery# the seaman, on the island of Som¬ 
brero. Now, this letter stated names and 
One of the facts had been proved, 
iqid Uiere was eveir reason to give credit 
to the rest. Mr. Thomas had also stated, 
feat he had requested to be sent home, in 
mrder to hare the alleged suspi 
-having defrauded govemmei^, 
tiq>on; but that he had been buoycld up 
With promises, though since his applicg- 


stances. All tbse things induced him (sir 
F.) to think, that the appointment of a 
Committee to examine the whole of the 
papers would be the best mode of proceed- 

iiig. 

Many curious circumstances had come 
out before the Court Martial, but upon 
the whole, he rather thought that the man 
must have perished upon the island. But 
whether he had or had not, the moral 
guilt of this, he believed unexampled act 
of oppression, was the same. One cir¬ 
cumstance worthy of observutiodahowever. 
was, that the principal witnessel produced 
before the Court Martial, Spencer and 
Hobson, could hardly, upon their own 
evidence, be considered as less than ac-«i 
complices in the act. What he had, in 
the first instance, intended to propose was, 
an Address to his Majesty, that he would 
be graciously pleased to order captain 
Lake to be prosecuted for murder, by the 
Attorney General. But, as a grand jury 
might nave hesitated to fijl^ a bilL 
when no remains of the man were^TUtiniL 
and \s hile there was some doubt as to hLs 
death, he thought the House would hardly 
be disposed to direct a prosecution in a 
case whei% a bill would not be found. 
However, he would be relieved fiom this 
difFiculty by the plan which he now pro¬ 
posed. 

It appeared by the evidence that this 
take n^or^ y ihe witnesses sai d, _ 
^ucc-beeT7 wbiili aCl \vas 
set up as the justification of this atrocious 
i^^pceeding. To him, however, itsetmed, 
tivafkthere was some ground to believe that 
it s()^>uiig'from a.'Other source, that theie 
was a) conspiracy to get rid of the man. 

Thc^hon. baronet then read sevqKil ex¬ 
tracts Jrom the master's (bpencer's evi¬ 
dence, c^nd called the attention of tlie 
House fpA'.^icularly to the (^cumstance, 
that, when Vi,c^^3el watf^Kj/r the island 
of Sombrero, had replied 

to a question of calnffiTlpke, that there 
were two ^ieves on boardj without nam¬ 
ing ^ny oit them, captain Lake had said, 
“send up^efiery," and when the man 
came up, nad told hirp^UigLhe would not 
keep s^h a felloiymi ooard his ship. It 
appgmd from anther part of Spencer's 
lence, that ne rapencer) had ouen S 4 id 
Lptain Lake^ mat it wqnldbe a very 
goOT thing if theiecould getmn!n^affK;y) 


tios, two vemls had 1)660 sent express for of th^ship floggiWgf*'Wouid(io 
^pglafod, while he was detained as super- pirn no gqod^' From these circumAances, 
m^ineraiy for victuals only, and saw no /die hon. baronet deduced the-* suspicion 
iM^IHiefaspeffdyalteratiou inhiscirciMi-jthat tbhre.was a consp^y to of) 
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Jeflfery in this way. But even if Jeilery would not think it sufficient barely to in* 
had been guilty ot a higher crime than form a peison who had riolated every 
stealing spruce*beer; if he had committed principle of justice and humanity, if Uim 
A much more serious robbery, or even tact could be established against him, that 
murder, captam Lake was not justified in he had done wrong 
piocecding as he had done. It did not But the testimony of those, who had 
appeal in evidence that the island was in- been sent to search the island, was likewise 
habited ; on the contrary, the inference attended with veiy singular circumstances, 
to be deduced ^rom the whole of the evi- It would be seen by the evidence that the 
dcnce wa>, that it was not inhabited, peisons, employed to make this search. 
There were no houses seen upon it, no took with them the materials for enjoying 
traces which could be pipsumed to indi- the diversion of shooting the birds upon 
cate the lesidAicc of human beings Be- the fsland Mr bpeiicer bad stated, that 
Mdes, 111 order clearly to shew that they they found part of the trowsers of the iw« 
themselves were impressed with the idea, fortunate man while, ^ey were occupfad 
that Tcifcry must perish, the lion bnionct in the amusement oi shooting. Nothifl|6 
•adverted to the ciicumstance, tint they could appear more shocking to him, thaS 
robbed the man of bis clothes and mmicv, this inclination to diversion in those whi6 
and supplied him ncithei with food nor wcie sent upon one of the most solenuS 
water, thinking th t as the iniii must at inquiries in \Vhich it was [fossible to Imi 
last nece'i&anly peiibh, these things would engaged, that at a ^noment when they 
be of no use to him weie to 'isceitaiii the life or death ofoitd 

Ihe next part of this horrible case, to liuman being, and pcihips, to decide uport 
4rh.ch he /fit It ncces'-iiy to diiect the the li[c oi, death of another, thev should 
attention of the House, w IS the curious an 1 be so httle impiessed with the dreadful 
ineffectual but impcrftt t sc ik h which hid duty in which they wcie occupied, as to 
been made two months afteiwards for the turn it into a party of pleasure, ands^tvide 
body upon the island And hi could not their time between searching for the body 
but condemn in stioiig turns the iiidif- and shooting at wild^birds It was also 
ftience displajcd on the occasion by sir exliemely important, that all the persona 
A. Cochrane, who thought an admonition concerned in this search slwflld have been 
sufficient punishment m so aggiavated called; 0],*if any^•eet£ction was to bH, 
and singular a proceeding, and who had made, he was^ that, those whp had 
-sept hack U p ch concmi^cd (thv act of exposing this mao, 

persons, who hid been concerned in land-'^p^uld 'have becl\ the last objects of that 
mg him on a dtsolate island 'Ihe seaich |,^lection Was it yxtraordiiiar|| 

too was so unsatisfactory that no individu^ circumstance, then, that the others, wh6 
who could extrcisc his icason, cpuld went in oemh of him, shonld*not bavo 

upon it as an^ palliatiow of (he oti/nal been called^ and that the only persoO* 
offence in the exposur^ He tluii ai/ert- beside Mr. iSpencei, who was called oft 
ed to the letter of su A Cochrane/who the trial, should not have been examinad* 
stated that it had been reported Jn an to the facts to which Mr. bpencer wSft 
Ameiicaii paper that the man wa^alive. examined, for the purpose of deterroioSlig 
Was it not matter of serious si^ptize that how lai his evidence was (rue or fhlte? 
one in sir AA.LochianrV*^;igh situation Why was not a boat^s crew landed to pro- 
should have alloWrtf^rte matter to rest sccute Ihe seaich ^ Tlie statement, thatnO 
with a bare admonition^ He tutted the tracer of the man were found, rested on 
House would not allow this wan^n act of ^pencer's evidence alone. It was re- 
cruelty and opf/ression to rest xpon such markable too that not a single question 
an issue. He remat ked, that tl.e neacest had been put on this point to Hobson, ttift 
inhabited* islamkat the*distance of onlj other person with ^penceT at 
about JO miles Nothing, therefoio could time of the search, that was examkMlS’ 
be more shocking tha^tosee the jri4Ct*v?JdrJ*Court Martial. 

ferdVice wtth which this transaction |;iaQ It yas mateiial also to bear inmtiil£^ 
been reg ajalg^ But lyhalever might^Ote (hat it appeared by the evidence 0# 
tbo*o{l 3 &n of the galhmt idmiral, he bpeiicer, that the distance of AftOjedtf 
was sureTTKaffhat Hos/se and the people f from bombrero was seven or eight leagptttj 
of this *countiy, would not be satisfied; > ^et that was the island which adodosel 
their justice would require something more Cochrane had represented as so near 
in such a case tkw a bare reprimaiM| they Votivenlent. It ap(>eaved however, iliiii* 
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captain Lake might have taken the man off Hobson, who had said tliat he understood 
the next day if he had been disposed; the man was landed for having stolen 
and though, it had been insinuated as an spruce-beer. He likewise owned that he 
excuse, that captain Lake was insane or in had inaikcd him down in the ship’s books 
liquor at the time; that excuse could as Imvmg deserted ; it was of his own ac- 
hardly have served for his neglect next coid he did so; and that about six weeks 
day. Jeffery, it seemed, had stolen f»ome before the trial, capt. Lake had said, that 
ram before, for which offence he had been he should have marked him as dischargt^d 
flogged; the only other oSence was that at Sombrero. He thought the time the 
of taking the spruce beer, which must island was inhabited by French fishermen, 
have been considered as the ground of He had heard capt. Lake, at a subsequent 
this extraordinary, punishment by cruel period, alier hearing that it was not mha- 
exposure on a desolate island. Ode of bited, at Barbadoes declare, Vhat he would 
the witnesses, on being questioned as to rather have given 20,000/, than tliat it 
the grounds, upon which he concluded should have happened. With respect to 
that the man was safe, had stated, that he the fate of Jcllery, he had heard fiom 
had beard, from one who had heard from Mr. Windsor, who had heard from capt. 
another, that an account appeared in one CVoftnii, that ho had seen an account of 
of the American papers, stating, that he his escape in an Amciican paper, and at- 
was taken away by a vessel which touclied tempted in vain to procure t copy of it lot 
at the island, bo that it was the hearsay captain Lake. 

of a hearsay ; and, after all, the only foun- But to return to the evidence of Mi. 
flation of the hearsay was the statement of Spencer, he again adverted to that part ni 
ftn American paper. This defence was which he confessed that he hat^4,ten toni^ 
absurd—but supposing that such a thing plained to capt. I.ake of Jeffery, and ub- 
bad been stated in the American papers, served, that it would be well to get him 
the pipof was very questionable. It was out of the ship; from this advice, coupled 
well known that om* own papeis were apt with the act of that unfVirtunate man’s ex- 
to kill and to bring.tolife without much posine, he inferred, that iheio was a con- 
foundation ; and that gentlemen had spiracy between Spencer and capt. Lake 
^ Sometimes the^^pinoss of finding their against Imn, and contended tliat it would 
^friends alive whouMk^y field'been led tg have Jaeen luoic merciful, if they had 
* consider as dead. thrown him into the sea. Thomas Jenkins, 

Spencer, too, had owned^^fltaL h j^ had JoljUij.^earson, aaiL}oi»epf> Mott, con ^ rre^ 
often told oapt. Lake, lh:(r Jeffery wairji saying, th’at the people seemcR*T[rrto 
man of very ba^^sv^cter, and ought consider the island as uninhabited, and 
be got out of tTie Wip. He did not think Jv\grced, that it was an alt of great ctuelty 
that SomBrero was a desolate island, nor aiA* injustice. It was impossible, he (sir 
did he think the captain thought so when F. Sf^irdett) contended, that any one would 
they landed Jeffery. On gokig there tliinfc the island waSMuhabitcfl; and quot- 
a again, however, they found neither ed, if)' support of his assertion, Brookes 
bouses, nor fresh water, nor any marks of and ether gazetteeis, all of which dc- 
habitaiion. The hon- bart. here adverted scribeXjt as barren and desolate. It ap- 
toMr.J.EJvy's examination, who stated, peared evidence, that the crew mur- 
that he saw Jeffery go into the boat; he mured at iirwr^atment; yvery one who 
believed his offence was broachingta cask had given an opf^k^t—erffon the act, had 
of sprucG'beer; a patch was affixed to his stigmatized it as cnI9i.’*^It appeared also 
coat with the word thief.” He did not from the evidence of Jenkins, a serjeant of 
know at the time whether the island was marines, jhat when the 'crew said that 
inhabited or not, but considered it a cruel Jeffery wAuld be starved to death, Spciiccr 
act. No ship or boat was in sight at the came up, affid said,^iLYou bed--—d,” 
time when Jeffery was put on shore. which.rthe witness understood to mean, 
Francisco Vala, one of the seaoiei^jii' "thaftheman^woidd do very well;” which 
had landed Jeffery on the island, stated,y^e hon. baronet observed was.a curious 
that when Uic unfortunate man was land- nK^lructiou ofnhe words. But, if captain 
ed, lieutenant Mould, and others of tho Laxe was sincerer when hcLilU, bo 
boat’s crew, climbed the rocks to see , would give 20,000/* ruthei«’:t?5Tf'’havp ex- 
whether it was inhabited, and on their re-^ .^osed thg u^n, he should, at leg'Tt, havo 
•tarn said, that it was not. ^spent a part of it in forwai*iling inquiries 

The next evidence was that of Jdhiea^ in America respecting ]ii& fate, it had 
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tK»(*n said, tiuit capt. Lake wa» not sober, higher onmmand. Pt-rhaps this mi^htbc 
but no state of mind coLid excuse an act of excused by saying, that the admiralty at 
Mich flagrant cruelty. With respect lo home was not ocquainteil with the trans- 
thc defence made befbt e the court*niartia]. action. 


it was as uiisutisfactory as the evidence 
was conclusive against him. (’apt. Lake 
.seemed inclined enough to commiserate his 
own situation, notwithstanding what he 
had shewn his commiseration in the 
case of the unfortunate Jeffery. He had 
complained of having never seen his ac¬ 
cuser before; but that, so far from being an 
objection, wa^ a presumption that no ma¬ 
lice could exist in the mind of the accuser, 
it was, therefore, rather favourable than 
otherwise. He had deaied the motives 
•attributed to him, declaring that he only 
meant to put the man in jeopardy; he 
believed the island to have been inhabited 
at the time, and was certain that he had 
not placed him beyond the reach of hu¬ 
man assistance ; the place of his conceal¬ 
ment, he owned, was not discovered, but 
he had no doubt that he had escaped. 
The woid concealment, he (sir F. Burdett) 
thought a strange one. There was no 
reason for concealment on the part of the 
injured. Jt was strange, he <;oniendcd, 
that such an act as capt. Lake had com¬ 
mitted, should be punished only with ad¬ 
monition and dismissal from the service. 
All the world, he believed, must Agree, 
ijiat he w'as guilty; seeing that there was 
no evidence but such as might b*' *0 

have been chosen by the accused himself, 
.seeing, thcstrengt[^ of that evidence, and 
then comparing it with the vague suppos'* 
tion of the victim having escaped to 
America, he did not think it was possible 
to come to a cimtr.iry Conclusion.—He felt 
himself in a paitiiul situation; for he could 
nof mention, with approbation, any of 
those concerned in any way with the mat¬ 
ter, w'hetlier as perpetrators, 9 ^. witnesses, 
or as investigators, ^of the fact. The 
rourl-martiui hatl not adopted that strict¬ 
ness of scrutiny, which it was th^ir duty 
to h?vc pursued, they had mft pushed 
home many important questions, essential 
to be answt red. If the body oj Jeflery bad 
beftn fouhd, tire ni-irder was plain ; but, 
if not, the inference was not so easy, that 
the murder was not committed. 'rhv''re 
appcared,in his opinion, an unwillingness 
in the co^^.-4artial to press imporlaht 
qufStibhJ’t^nqd a desire merely to take off 
the ed^ of public indignation. He then) 
remarked how^ singular it wasf if* captain 
Lake had becr^apt to be insane or drunk, 
that he should have been entrusted with a 
▼UL. xvr. • 


As to Hobson, who was also engagetl on 
thfe shooting-part}", the court had never 
asked him a single question, which went 
to corroborate or contradict the testimony 
of Spencer. Their examination seemeti 
intended to palliate, rather than to expose, 
the conduct upon which they sat in judg¬ 
ment ; and tliat court seemed as ready as 
the Vilnesses to catch at the report of a 
report, in order to imagine those conse- 
({ueiices most favnurab|ie to the accused. 
But it was an act which neither they, nor 
any other power could justify; it was cruel, 
unjust, and abominable. If he was drunk, 
or mad, in the commission of it, still should 
it have excluded him for evef from the pro* 
fession to which he belonged. At least it 
should have prevented his promotion to a 
mqrc important command, in which the 
lives others were exposed to his cruelty 
or his madness. Bui intoxication could not 
well be pleaded ; he liad had time to re¬ 
flect upon his conduct, the sun had gene 
duwtv upon his wrath, but it had risen 
with his wrath also. Whatever tlie uiFence 
of which the man so punished was iruilty, 
the idea of 21 hours exprinfre on a desert 
island, without food, of'water, or raiment. 
—the horror O.at must attend on tuch a 
situation, e'fen for such a space of time, 
iVas .surely an adequate, if not an over- 
•jtraiiied visitation.He hoped, for the 
safety of the manner, and for the honour 
of the House, and of the country, they 
would not let this business end here with¬ 
out rcsorfing to some further proceeding. 
From the great enormity of the act, and ' 
under the little probability of escape, 
though there might not be ground for k 
prosecution i'or murder, there was, upon 
the whole of the evidence, enough to call 
upon rile House to appoint a Committee 
for the purpose of considering what far* 
ther should be*done upon an occasion so 
extraordinary and aggravated. The hon« 
hart, concluded with moving for the ap* 
pointment of a Committee, "To take into 
consideration the papers relating to thecon- 
duct and trial of the hon. capt. Lake, and 
to reiyirt thereon to the House.** 

The Ckancetlor qf the Exchequer did not 
tvi.sh in any manner to repress the feelings 
which the statement of the hon. bart., and 
4he ca*^e necessarily excited. It was cer- 
taii^y a case deserving of very serious at- 
Icention; but however he might be disposed 
2 F • 
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to a^ree with many of the propositions of Instead of doing any good^ it would defeat 
the hoii. bark*} he could not assume with the rery object of the motioDi to order a 
him that there w ^s evidence of a murder trial without sufficient evidence. This 
being committed; and he therefore did would be the way to secure an acquittal, 
not see what mode of trial the Committee in , which case, supposing the carcase of 
which was proposed could recommend to this man to be afterwards found, or his 
be bad against capt. Lake. He was very death to be proved in any other way, capt. 
ready to admit, that he conceived it was Lake could never be tried again. He 
no sort of excuse f«jr capt. Lake to alledge, therefore thought, that it would not only 
that he did not knew that this island of do no good, but that it might be produc* 
Sombrero was uninhabited. It appeared tive of injury, to order a trial for murder 
to him that there was but little shade of on the evidence now before the House, 
dillercucu botiveeii the guilt of scndilig a He was of opinion that the^ouse should, 
man on an island, that he knew to be un- therefore, not allow itself on the present 
inhabited, and teiK^ing him to one, that he occasion to be hurried away by feelings, 
had no reason to suppose was inhabited, which were very naturally excited on the 
a cii'cnmstancc which it was his duty to b.are statement of the case. He thought it^ 
have ascertained. If there was any proof would be better to wait for some time, to 
that the man was dead, he did nut con- see whether, by aildilional enquiries, any 
ceive that the sentence of the court-martial further information could be obtained; 
could prevent his being now tried for muF^ and then, if any such evidence should be 
dcr. Aslhecasehowevernowstood,tliei'e obtained as would prove the man to have 
was no evidence at all against capt. La^e, died in consequence of his being left on 
except the evidence bearing jipop the the island, a trial might be ordered. He- 
point for which he was tried by a court- really believed that, when the hon. hart, 
martial, and puiiisiied. The charge for was first struck with the statement of the 
which he had been already tried by the case, be had supposed, that there had been 
court martial was similar to a most ag* no trial or inquiry into It at all. He also 
gravated misdemcataor at common law, was disposed to believe, that, although the 
numdy,^!! assault with intent to murder, lion. hart, had then thought tlie evidence 
On tms point Cwpt. Lake bad been already sufficient to amount to a proof of murder, 
^tried, and had rcc^tVed the seiltence of the he did-not think so at present. If the man 
court piartial; and it thcTe.fore appeared was, however, still living, a further pu* 
4o him that consistently witlf^anyprinci-njahttient might be inllicied on capt. Lake, 
pies of Justice, ho could not be h ied *tr|^or the sailor would have a civil action for 
second time for the same oftencc. It was lamagcs, in which case, a jury would have 
not in the jjower of ftie comt martial to dcclaix* what damages ought to be 
pronounce a severer sentence than it did; given in a case of such extreme cruelty 
but whether n court of law would or would and atrocity. As to a passage in Mr. 
not have inflicted a severer piftiibiimcnt Thomas’s letter res|jecting frauds in the 
\yas doubtful. It w as, howxver, no slight West Indies, he could assure the hon. bai t, 
punishment to a man, who had arrived to that this subject was now under inveslig^- 
so high a rank in the navy, to be broke by tion by prder of the admiralty. On tlie 
a court martial. If it could nut be in the whole therefore, as he did not see w'hat 
power of the Committee to direct any fur- good could be done ,hy the appointment 
ther proceedings, he saw no practical good of a Committee, or what form of trial they 
that could result from the appointment of could order if appointed, he must, if he 
the Committee. The hon*. hart, seemed were obliged to come to a vote, give his 
to think that the man had lost his life, but vote against the Committee. He however 
it appeared to him that there was no man- wished, tha^the hon. bart. would consent 
nerof evidence before the House conclu- to withdraw his motion fOV the*preseAt; 
live as to this fact. The idea that the and he also wished, most particularly, that 
man was safe was grounded on other evi- it should not he supposed that the House 
dance, besides the paragraph in the ^me- thought lightly^ of the case that had been 
rican paper. If the House was to order stated to lhem,*or that the^^iEftsafnted from 
an indictment for murder, dipt. Lake could^l the motion, for any otlier^^scuif^&^ICfpt 
not be convicted, unless there was jiroof (that there was not evident befoi;;^ them 
that the man was dead; and in a caae. sufficient to induce them to prder a prose# 
where there was no probability of a^n- l cukionibr murder. 
vicUoo, there^ was no use in indicting. Mr, Whitbread said, thnt the rijfht hon. 
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gent, appeared to have forgotten, that the 
motion of the hon. baronet weiU further 
than the mere case of captain Lake, and 
that a part of it was, that those papers 
should be laid before the Committee to re¬ 
port upon them, lie should wish very 
much to know whether the admiralty had 
taken any step with respect to sir Alex¬ 
ander Cochraim, whose case appeared to 
him to be fully as important as that of 
captain Lake. The hon. baronet had 
stated the caso as respecting captain Lake 
with the greatest temperance and modera¬ 
tion, and had not sought in any manner 
to aggravate it. This simple statement of 
the case had madca considerable impression 
on the House ; and, if they thought the 
cruelty of captain Lake to he so great in 
sending a man on shoie on an island, which 
he did not know whether it was inhabited 
or not, what would the House think of the 
conduct of sir A. Cochrane, who, knowing 
that the island was uninhabited, still con¬ 
ceived, that a simple admonition to cap¬ 
tain Lake was punishment enough for such 
extreme cruelty ? The responsibility he 
must contend extended throughout the 
whole line of the service; aifd consc- 
(piently the admiral, who conceived that 
such a crime ought to pass unpunished, 
w as himself deeply accountable. ^ The 
admiral appeared to him to have entirely 
deserted bis duty, when, knowing this 
transaction, he allowed captain Lake to be 
promoted to a ship of a higher i'.ink than 
he had'commandetf before, lie, therefore, 
thought that the admiralty would not do 
its duty unless they were to order some 
proceedingsagainst Cochrane. The 
right hon. gent, (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) had spoken with every pio- 

f >er feeling upon the present question, but 
le still doubted much whether a man 
tiicd once before a court-martial, could be 
tried again at law for the same offence. 

The sentence was certainly very le¬ 
nient; and he must say, that thorc were 
often acquittals ^and sentences, the vgry 
slightness of w'bich was shocking to hn- 
mapity. •The question was ^ow, how¬ 
ever, whether captain Lake could be 
still tried upon the evidence before the 
House for.thc crime of murder. If he 
were upon a grand jury, and were to 
terg^ine^ uptfFi' nis oath on the evidence 
now before the House to support an in¬ 
dictment of murder, he must^ upon his 
oath say, *'.no*true bill.^' If he were on 
a petty jury, aA,d.such evidence^ was' laid 
before him, he must say not* guilty/’ 
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He did not think it had been proved that 
capt Lake knew the island to be uninha¬ 
bited : for if he had, thcie would be no 
use in marking the word " thief’’ on the 
back of the man. It appeared, however, 
to him, that the search made subsequently 
upon the island was not satisfactory. It 
was extraordinary that on the hist search 
nothing was found ; and it was on the se¬ 
cond, when they brought guns with them 
to shoot birds, that they did find something. 
Thefr found the handle of a tomahawk, nr 
hatchet, and part of a pair of trowsers, 
such as were given ^ut for the navy. 
Others of the witnesses bad said, that it 
was not a part ot a hatchet that ever be¬ 
longed to the ship ibiit was found nor 
even of trowscis used in the Biitish navy. 
If so, it would appeal that flic island had 
spme other inhabittmft Thcic was no di¬ 
rect idcncc, however, of its lia\ mg been 
at any time inhabited : and the pio<»f 
of its being inlnhited w’as merely a re¬ 
port, which staled that the Frcndi .some¬ 
times came theic when they wore em¬ 
ployed in the turtle fisher 3 ^ On this evi¬ 
dence he thought no prosecution could 
be ordered; but sti^ be thought, that 
other witnesses ought to be examined, and 
particularly lieut. Maute anJ Mr. Winsor. 
-^•The right hon. gent, ^appeared to con¬ 
sider that the conduct of sir A. (Vicjirane 
w'as extiiuiatcd by his believing that the 
nidii had got to America. He*ought not 
however to have been satisfied with this 
account, which was only a hearsay of a 
hearsay, it appeared to him, that even 
now it was the duty of the Admiralty to 
orderanioie stiict and diligent search of 
the island to be madc^for tlie body of this 
sailor, it had been stated by the hon. 
baionct, and deserved to bo stated ove^ 
and over again, that thi« search was in the 
first instance ordered to be made by cap¬ 
tain Lake himself, and those oilicers who 
had assisted in carrying into execution 
his most inhnmnn orders. The right hon. 
gent, (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
had stated it as a dreadful case, supposing 
a trial was ordered, and an acquittal ob¬ 
tained on the imperfect evidence which 
was at present possessed, and afterwards 
proofs should appear ot the murder hav¬ 
ing been completed, and the. man being 
dead. He should put another ea^e, ana 
l^ask, how much more shocking wonld it 
l^e, if^ xipon sudi evidence, captain Lake 
^ould be convicted, and that it should 
afieTWards turn out that th« man, sup¬ 
posed to be niuiderecf, was still alive! 
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He thought it bettor according to the 
humane maxim of British law, that ten 
guilty should escape, than one inno¬ 
cent man vSufFer. The House should, how¬ 
ever, steer clear of the probability of either 
of those cases occurring. If, upon more 
accurate search, the remains of this man 
should be found on the island of Sombrero, 
then as a grand juror he would find a true 
bill. He saw no reason, why the House 
should not address the King to direct the 
o/Dcerson those stations to make the most 
acxuruic search for his rrinains, and also 
to use all means to uscertain whether he 
be alive or not. * Dus iiujuiry would be 
most interesting to the family of captain 
Lake, to the countr}^ and to the cause of 
humanity. If lie should be found to be 
alive, the House would be relieved from 
that horror, which.they must now fefl 
whenever the subject was mentioned. He 
would beg leave to suggest to the hon. 
baronet wheiher an address to his Majesty 
would not, for tJie reasons he had Stated, 
be preferable to a C’ommittce of tbe House, 
who could not at present recommend any 
other trial. 11c believed it would be 
agreed, on all.sides of the Ilou^e, that a 
case of more horribre criiulty could hardly 
be conceived. He had heard, that sailors 
often found the approach of night dreadful, 
when their ship w^as sailing alone througb 
unknown seas, but what must liave been 
the fcelingsofthis unfortunate man, whoa, 
on tlic approach of night, lie found himself 
without provisions or without clouihs, 
alone and on a desolate island ? What 
must have been his emotions, when he saw 
the boat, which had pul hiniwupon the 
shore, pushback again, without him, to 
the ship, and wlien he saw the ship sailing 
away, and leavio" iiim a prey to whatever 
terrors imagination could conceive most 
horrible ? It required no colouring to 
make such a case as this most impressive. 
Whoever could conceive what must 
have been the feelings oi the sailor, who 
was so deserted and exposed, must justly 
appreciate the extent of that cruelly, 
in which those .«avage orders originated. 

Mr. Stephen declared, that mini he 
had that night taken his place in the 
House, he was vi holly ignqraiit of the 
particular merits of this tiansiu-tionf Tiie 
papers had been upon his table, but from 
the multiplicity of piofessional avoca¬ 
tions he was unable to ppruse them. It 
was therefore to be understood that he 
did not givr ar.y decidvd opinion 'upon 
the evidence proluced upon the court 
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martial of the officers whose conduct 
was then.uader their consideration. He 
had only to state to the House a fact 
which it could not be supposed to be .so 
well acquainted with, as he was from pe¬ 
culiar circumstances; he meant the geo¬ 
graphical situation of the island of .Som¬ 
brero. He had sailed close to iu and 
from die glance he had of it. he could 
take upon himself to assure the House 
tiiat it was uninhabited, and that il wa<i 
impossible that any individiial, ca'^t upon 
it, could there find the means of Mibsist- 
tenre.—With tbe kiiowdedge that he had 
of its flcsoiaie situation, he declared, J.har. 
he could have no licsitation, w^cre he a 
grand juror, in Ending a true liill against 
the person wdio wu'*ld wantonly devote 
a fellow being to such - fate, as must 
almost eventually follow, from being 
thrown upon such desolation; and lie 
would go further, that, if some strong 
evidence was not adduced in the defence, 
ho would not hesitate, were he a petty 
juror upon tlic trial of^ch an offender, to 
bring in a verdict of murder than if a 
Tiiau were to be lei down into an unfre¬ 
quented coal pit and left there to perish, 
lie could assimilate such an otlcnce to 
nothing more calculated to afford a just 
view of the case than to tbnm unobserved 
an incYividual into one of the deepest coal¬ 
pits in Yorkshire. Sombrero was a bleak, 
sandy island^ not perhaps more than 
twice or thrice a yenr trodden upon by 
human feet. lie had'licard that* it iia<l 
no fresh water, and he thought it was 
impossible that it could have any. He 
was therefore sufR^^iently convinced in 
bis own mind that the man must have 
perished; but if any proposition wa; 
made which could lead to a further inves¬ 
tigation of this case, it should have his de¬ 
cided support. 

Lord rottvs/fawe agreed witli the sugi^os- 
tionofMr. Whitbread, for an address to 
bis M^psly, to order* a more accurate 
search. lie was glad to find, that the 
Admiralty had done its duty in ordering 
thb courumartial; but ^with respect to 
sir A. Cochrane, he thought that his con¬ 
duct at least demanded an enquiry. 
There was another circumstance M'hich 
idiouM also be attended to. iThere must 
l?c an arrear of wages du?’lo llus ^an, 
if he was living, (as he did not desert the 
ship), and in that case care should bo 
taken ihaf he should have i^: if not, it 
should be given to his relatives. 

Mr. Lyttielon considered, that, althouglt 
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it was a great aggravation of the oftcnce Lake’s orders to leave him there. He 
to t»nn a sailor on" an island which was was glad to hear the right hon. the Chan- 
uninhabiied, yet he conceived ft would cellor of tlie Exchequer say, *Mhis charge 
he an enormous otlonce to have turned a should not be lightly passed ovoi*;'’ it 
sailoroul on a strange island, even ifit had certainly ought not to be pa'?si!il over 
been inhabited. He thought that some bill lightly, and every means slnmhl boused 
jiiiglil bo bmupht in to make such an to ascertain the tnUh as to the fact of the 
olteruT ill future a capital oticnce cogni- man’s having been taken to America, 
zable by a navjil court martial. He kuow, that every possible exertion had 

Mr. C\ spoke in favour of the been made, and was making, bythoaf- 

address suggested. flicted and respectable family of captain 

Mr. (VoA'cr^aitl, lieut. Maule could not J4ak'e, to ascertain whether ht' had been 
be examined, as he had gone to the East takeft ofi’by an American vessel, and if 
Indies, and the Admiralty did not think it he was still living; and he doubted not 
advisable to delay the court martial till his but intciligcncc vvould^ by one means or 
return, which could not be expected in other, be, at no distant period, obtained 
less than a year. Mr. Winsor had noj to clear up these lacts. He did not ineiin 
come to the ship until a year after this to utter a word, that might convey the 
transaction. most distant idea, that he meant to justify 

Mr. Sheridan said, he meant not to ex- or excuse the leaving a British seaman on 
case or to endeavour to palliate the con- any island: but ihoagU he had the high- 
duct of captain Lake ; yet he was not est respect tor the otficera of the British 
afraid tosayafew words by way of ex- nqjy, he believed it W'as not without a 
lenuatioH out of regard to an alHietcd and precc|lenk» that where there bird been a 
respectable family, who had been deeply refractory subject on board some of his 
\voundetU>y what had already taken place Majesty’s ships, there have been captains 
on the subject. lie thought the House W’ho have put such a mati on an island 
ought to ask themselves the question, Do that was inhabited. He was, however, of 
we in our consciences believe that captain opinion that furtlieii inquiry should be 
Lake knew the island was uninhabited ? made into the business, and thought the 
As lor his own part, he verily believed report of the committee would be the 
he did not, and he was astonished •at the best way; Ire thought they should at the 
declaration of an hon. and learned gent, same time examine into and report pn the* 
(Mr. Stephen) for whose fcniiments he conduct of admiral Cochrane, who cer- 
liad generally felt a respect, and parti- taiiily could never have imagined capt. 
cularly for some ^hlch hr had lately de- l^ake capable of setting a man on shore, 
livered. He had assured the House, that and leaving him in a desolate island, 
he had sailed very near to the i^and, and This must have been ti\e admiraf’s opinion, 
from the mere look of it, if he were on a or he would have brought captain Lake to 
grand jury, be won1?l liiul a bill, and, if an immediate court martial in the West 
oi\a petty jury, would give a verdict of Indies. Hu thought the inrestigatloii by • 
guilty against captain Lake, on an indict- n Committee would be more satisfactory 
meiit for murder. Such a doctrine was tn an alllicted and respectable family, to 
almost as bad as any thing cajitain Lake the officers and ship’s crew, more for the 
had done, and wa^ what he could not credit of captain Lake himseif, more for 
have supposed would have failed from that the credit and character of the House of 
learned gcntlemnu. Ihc Iloiis«; ought, Commons, and more satisfactory to the 
however, scriopsly to consider whether public at large than any other course of 
captain Lake knew it to be desolate. •Did proceeding, and should, therefore, sup- 
he think him capable of an action, port the motion of the worthy baronet, 
he should shrink with horror from saying Admiral iff/rrry said he could not but 
n word in his hehalf; but he had some reprobate the conduct of captain Lake, 
inlprruation in his hand which had been At the same time justice and humanity re- 
collccteirby the friends captain Lake, quir^d him to siatc to the House, that the 
which induced him to believe that hejlid island of •Sombrero was a rock, and that 
nTt know it was uiiinhablfcd. It appeared water must lodge and be found in many of 
by tLii% that many of the officers ofthr the cavitie.s; also that the eggs of birds 
ship did not ,think it uninhabited; if they i were* to be had in such abondance, that 
had, he verilf believed neither they nor man need to perish for want of food 
the seamen w^hl have obeyed captain and water. 
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Captain Bcref/brct disclaimed all idea of 
excusing the conduct of capt. Lake, whom 
be did not even know; bat he thought it 
his duty to state to the House that he had 
been stationed off the island of Sombrero 
three years, and had been near it forseven 
years, and he thought it hardly possible 
ibr a man to remain there 24 hours. If 
he wared his hat every morning, he must 
be observed. He did nut know whether 
the island was actually inhabited, but it 
was daily resorted to by fishermen. 

S\t J. ISebright had heard a repoA, to 
which he did not give credit, but thought 
it fair to state to the House, in order to 
afford an opportunity for its being distinct¬ 
ly contradicted. He had heard that, af\er 
the report of admiral Cochrane in this 
rase had been received at the admiralty, 
captain Lake* had been appointed to a 
ship. 

Sir R, Bickerton gave this a positive de¬ 
nial. In answer to what had been sj^id 
respecting the man's property, ,it w^ im¬ 
possible, irom the rules of the navy, that 
any man could be cheated of what be¬ 
longed to him. He also defended admiral 
Cochrane's conduct, which proceeded on 
the supposition that Jeilery had got safe to 
America, as be was informed. 

Mr. R. Ward spoke highly in praise of 
admiral Cochrane, whowasoite of the best 
' officers in the Biitish service. The ad¬ 
miralty at home were satisfied with his 
conduct, a^ter the explanation they had 
received; \aiid, he thought, there was no 
occasion for further inquiry into it. 

The Atthmey- Gcnei al, when this question 
was originally agitated, thought further 
inquiry ncccssaiy. lie could not agree 
with the learned gent (Mr. Stephen,) that 
there would be sufficient grounds of a ver¬ 
dict of murder against captain Lake. On 
the contrary, iiom the statement of the 
gallant officer, (captain Bercaford,) the ag¬ 
gravation of his oilcnce was much di¬ 
minished. He could not think captain 
Lake even liable to be tKed for murder, 
as there was neither proof of the design 
on his part, nor of the murder itself actu¬ 
ally being the consequence, both of which 
wrere necessary in such cases. He then 
entered into a defence of admiral Coch¬ 
rane’s conduct, and could see no ground 
for inquiry into it. 

Mr. CuTwm could not agree with the' 
hon. ai^d learned gent, who had just sat 
down. He professed the greatest respect 
for the opinions of the two hon. officen ' 
who bad so lately spoken, as to the nature 
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and situation of the island; but if he was 
a juryman, he should on the evidence he 
had read; as given at the court-martial, be 
apt to find captain Lake guilty of murder. 
It was no excuse that he thought the 
island inhabited; he ought to have known 
it. 

Lord Cochrane argued, that sir A. Coch¬ 
rane, in not bringing capi'ain Lake to a 
court-martial in the West Indies, had been 
guided by a too great leniency of temper, 
which was his known character: but that 
he had sent him home to be tried, where 
he was sure justice would be done, lie 
had no doubt but when the matter came 
to be inquired into by a committee, the 
ghaiacter of sir A. Cochrane would ap-^ 
pear in the fairest light, and the whole 
world would be convinced by the report 
that he had conducted hin «elfas became 
an admiral of the British navy. 

Mr. Canning said he always had under¬ 
stood that when a man was tried for an 
offence by a court competent to try him, 
and had received the sentence of that court, 
the business was done with; there 
was no rightto inquire further; but in this 
in:»tance t}ie whole matter had not been 
before tlie court, and they were unac¬ 
quainted with the unascertained fact of 
the life or death of the individual. He 
prefeii~ed an Address to a Committee, as he 
could not see what the latter could do but 
come to that conclusion at last, which the 
House might as well do at first of their 
own accoid. After what they had Jieard, 
no man could leave the House v\ith his 
mind perfectly made up, either as to the 
risk run by Jeflery, or the knowledge 
captain Lake possessed relative to the si¬ 
tuation of the island. Among the variety 
of conjectures on these points, the proper 
course appeared to liim to be to ascertain, 
as early as possible, the true state of the 
fact to uhich these probabilities were di¬ 
rected. If Jeflery was saved, then he con¬ 
ceived 1V3 further proce«.ding was neces¬ 
sary; and it was no sms^ll matter, that 
theit discussions evinced the opinion of the 
House of Commons, on the mor^d profli¬ 
gacy of the act. If, on the other hand, 
Jellerv was dead, then it would be to be 
lamented, if no further steps svere taken 
for the sake of justice. On these grounds 
heVecommended the Address, and hoped 
there would be no division occasioned 
^pressing the original motion. 

Sir K Burden was ready to adopt any 
mode that would best proniote the object 
they all had in view; buj, before sitting 
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down, he wished to offer a few obserra- 
liuns on some points which bad fallen 
from hoii. gentlemen on this occasion. In 
the opinion of the ship’s ciew, Jeffery was 
left to starve and die on the island, and 
they did not, as an bon. gentleman sup¬ 
posed, think that be was merely put on 
shore wliere there was no risk. With re- 
gaid to the maj^’s property, it was certain¬ 
ly illegally taken by captain Lake, and if 
they could not prosecute him for the 
murder, ho hoged they would punish him 
in another way, by bringing an action for 
the clothes, as was often done in cases of 


which there was neither food nor water j 
and since be sat down, two honourable 
officers, well acquainted with it, had men¬ 
tioned it as a rock, in which there were 
many cavities that were filled with water 
when the rain fell; and that there were 
also many birds’ eggs, * 

Mr. Stephen repeated that he had aeeh 
the island, and that it appeared to him to 
be low and sandy. lie had not made the 
unqualified statement attributed to him by 
the hon. gent. He had merely spoken of 
the v/eight of strong presumptions amount¬ 
ing to irresistible evidence in certain extra* 


child-steshng, where the greater offence 
escaped punishment.—It was a most atro- 
sious act to leave a man at all in a foiergix 
countiy, and the honour of the king was 
implicated in protecting the lives of his 
subjects. But to leave a British subject 
in a desert was still more heinous, and he 
tru'ited the peipetrator of the crime would 
be punished, somehow or other, to a 
gi cater degree than the sentenc'^ of the 
court-martial. Much had been said,' and 
inaivy denials thrown out, as to the possi¬ 
bility o^iylng a man by the law of the 
land, after having been tiled by martial 
law. lie was of opinion, that ainan might 
be tried twue in this way, otherwise he 
migiit, for ail olKmre against the law, be 
rescued from the law by a military eourt. 
lie concludcii by withdrawing his motion. 

Mr. Whuhread said, that in consequence 
of what he had meiiiioned in Ins first 
speech. Ielati^e to^ an Address, he had 
drawn up one, which, if the hon. baronet 
had agiced to nithchaw his motion, he 
would beg leave to ic'd to the House, 
w'hich he did, to the following efllct:— 
''That an humble Addiess be pie^scnted 
to Ins Majesty, that he'be giacioualy 
pleased to give immediate directions thata 
minute and acem ate search be made forlh- 
w’itli on the island of Sombieio, for the 
purpose of asm taming if any traces can 
be found.of. Boboet Jeffery, a sei^iian of 
his Majosty's siiip Rccrui’-, leff on the 
.said island liy tfie hon. Warwick Lake, 
late comniaiider of the said shjp, contr.iry 
to eVery pTinciple of duty, and in viola¬ 
tion of every dictate of humanity : and 
that two (‘oinmissioneis be uppointed to 
go to the i!^ald island and make the said 
learch,” * v • 

'?tie motion having been handed to the 
Chair, , 

Mr. Whitbeqd observed, that an hon.^ 
and learned* gen|t. had described the island 
of Sombrero a&v low sandy tslandi in 


ordinary cases. He put^e case of a sailor 
being let down from his ship when at sea^ 
and abandoned to the chance of a hen* 
coop; that hen-coop might float till a 
passing ship took up the man; but what 
was the presumption as to the motive of 
tlfe act, and a^to its phobablc result. He 
had been in the neighbourhood of the 
islsyul of Sombreio for 11 years, and he 
never ghatk heard of Sombrero being an 
inhabited island. He animadverted upon 
the unwarrantable harshness wilh,i«M’hicIi 
the hon. gent, had commented^pon him, 
as il he w'ould insinuate that his evidence 
was false, which he coirid attribute only to 
the hon. gent.’s disposition to tear hinx 
and every one who differed from him in 
pieces, and tvas proceeding in terms of 
warmth, when theSpeaker inteeposed-r-and 

Mr. Whitbread he did not mean to 
question his veracity; but as*the hon* 
gent, had taken up th^ matter so warmly; 
and accused him of tearing him to pieces, 
he could only say, that if there was any 
tearing to pieces in the case, the hon. and 
learned gCnt. had completely committed 
the action himself, by«the vehemence with 
which he had made his attack. 

Sir C, Hamilton fully corroborated whaC 
had fallen from Mr. Stephen. The island 
had the appearance stated by him when 
seen frdm a distance, thought it was 40 
feet above the level of the water in the in¬ 
terior, and completely answered the de¬ 
scription of the hon. officers, who were 
more nearly acquainted wdth its real situa¬ 
tion. There were plenly of shell-fish, 
birds, and eggs, on which a man might 
li\e a long time. He did not say this to 
exculpate cftptfiin I^ke, of whose con¬ 
duct every bfiiccr in tho service must be 
a*shamcd.' 

The Chancellor of the didnot 

suppose that two commissioners were ne- 
ewkggry to be sent over to the West Indies, 
to wafk over aa island .a mil§ and & half 
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in circumference, and only half a mile 
long; he therefore ebjected to that part 
of the address, and as he thought the Ad¬ 
miralty sufficient for the inquiry should 
move an Amendment to that effect. 

Sir /. Sinclair saw!, he had good reason 
to silppose that tlie man had been taken off 
the island by an American vessel, and is 
now alive m New York. He thought it 
better to adopt the amendment of the right 
hon. gent, rather than the motion of the 
hon gentleman. 

JVIr. IV. Pole thought further inquiry 
necessary: with respect to the assertion of 
the right hon. gept. (Mr. Sheridan), that 
it was no uncommon thing for captains to 
send men on shore and leave them: he 
must express his reprobation of such a 
practice. The navy was not in such a 
state to require any such expedients, and 
such assertions going abroad might pro*e 
injurious to the s< rviCe. Mr. P. suggi sted 
that if in‘>tnictions weic sent to the Aoio- 
rican minister to make the iiv|nicy, the 
object would be obtained without the Ad- 
’ dre^^. 

Mr. ShiriMn, in explanation, declared 
that he had stated it was not unusual to 
land men on inhab^cd islands, bu*- he had 
never said men had been left on uniiiUa- 
bited islands. 

Mr. »V. Bourne suggested tnat it would 
beas\>ell to leave the discretion in his 
Majesty’s councils, to make such inqui¬ 
ries, as thby thought necessary after the 
man, both at tlu* ’..land and in Amcrira. 

Mr, Whitbread, with every respect to 
the opinion of the hon. gent, who moved 
the amendment, thought that solemnity 
was not due in respect to the extent of the 
island, but to the enrrmity of the offence. 
If any officers were going to the West 
Indies, they might be appointed. 

Mr. Secretary H^der said, that if Mr. 
Whitbread would not agree to strike out 
the latter part moved as an Amendment 
is light hon. friend, he would divide 
the House. 

Mr. Whitbread accordingly agreed, and 
the words relative to the commissioners 
were struck out, after which the motion 
passed ncm. con. 

Mr. Whitbread then moved a second 
Address to his Majesty, "That h^. will 
please to give directions that a search be 
made in all his Majesty’s seillemeiitS 
abroad, and in his Majesty’s fleets, andf 
also in all foreign countries, where hh 
Majesty has influence, to ascertain r^l^® 
ther the said Robert Jeffery be still alive*” 
Which being read from the Chair, 
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Mr, Whitbread then said, that, as it must 
be satisfactory to admiral Cochrane to 
have it sdiewn to that House and the world, 
that Uis conduct on this occasion was free 
from blame, he felt it necessary to move, 
“ That an humble Address be presented 
to his Majesty, that he would be graciously 
pleased to direct that an inquiry be insti¬ 
tuted into the conduct of ^icc admiral sir 
Alexander Cochrane, touching the repre¬ 
sentation made to him respecting the 
landing from the ReOruit, captain Lake, 
and leaving behind on thS island of Som¬ 
brero in the West Indies, a man named 
Robert Jeflcry^ in the month of Decem¬ 
ber, 1807.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer though 
that if the hon. gent, was to have sir A. 
Cochrane brought to a court martial, it 
would be to carry thi feelings of the 
House to an extravagant length, and there¬ 
fore hoped that the hon. member would 
withdraw his motion. 

Admiral Harvey expressed a similai 
hope, in consequence of the inconve¬ 
nience to the public service that would 
arise from withdrawing the commanders 
of vessels from their ships, and the com¬ 
mander in chief from his station, in order 
to attend a comt-martial. 

Mr. R. Jfurdstated that the Admiralty 
had reccned (he explanation of his con¬ 
duct from the gallant admiral; and the 
explanation appeared satisfactory, not so 
far as to call for their approbation of his 
conduct, hut certainly^ to induce them to 
abstain from any proceeding »ith a view 
to censure it. 

liOrd Cochrane stated, that captain Lake 
had been sent hoitiu on the half-pay, in 
consequence of his conduct, though th*' 
lords of the Admiralty had afieruaiiU 
thouglit firoper to promote him in the 
West Indies. 

Sir C. Pole observed, that sir A Coch¬ 
rane had done all but bring captain Lake 
to a court maitiai, and.Jiat he must, and 
ought to have stated to the Admiralty 
why he sent that oflicer home on the 
hail pay. , , 

Mr. W. as having been' secrc^ary 
to the Admiralty at the time, fell it ne¬ 
cessary lor Jum to statu, tliat the fact as¬ 
serted by (he noble lord wai. perfectly 
n^w tojnm, and to the Admiralty. Cap¬ 
tain Lake had icturncd to this country III, 
and on his recovery had been ^sent out 
again to the West Indies. A commission 
had also been sent out tq^^aditiiral sir A. 
Cochrane, to make that ^Mcer post on the 
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first vacancy, ptxt the AdmifaHy tim 
kuew nothing ft the traimacUoa wfatcfa 
vraH the subject of tha discutflion* 

Mr. Wkttbread stated that he ahoohi 
withdraw his motion on an timlerftUitf^inf 
that the lords ot the Admiralty Would cafl 
for further explanation of his conduct from 
sir A. Cochrane, reserving to himself at 
the same the right of bringing for* 
ward his motion on a future day, if Jt 
should appear that what may be done 
wag not satisfactory. The motion was 
withdrawn, aM tlie bon. gent, moved, 
*' That there be laid befoie the House 
copies or extiacts of all communications, 
together with the dates of the letters 
^hich passed between the lords comjpn- 
missioncis of the Admiralty, or thedSrat 
lord of the Admiralty, ancf vice-ymtral 
Mr A. Cochrane, touching the jsndmg 
fiom the Recruit, captain Lake, a'^dor 
named Robert Jeflhry, on the idanHcof 
Sombrero, in the West Indies.^^ Agree 




HOUSE or COMMONS 


* «M» Wednesday, Apnl 4. * 

[Assessed Taxes.] The (^ancellor 
the kxchcquo, adverting to a notice before 
the House from an hon. member (Mr. C. 
Dundas], for a motion relative to the col¬ 
lection of the Assessed Taxes : exf^essed 
a wish that that hon. member would have 
the goodness to postpone the motion until 
after the recess, as the sulnect was under 
the serious consideration of the Treasury, 
in cori^quence oPcomplamtstiom various 
quarterb. He assured the hon. member 
that every suggestion should be attended to 
that could tend to promote the object de¬ 
sired, and that with that view he proposed 
to* recommend a measure of regulation 
which* he hoped, would serve to obviate 
the evils complained of. 

'Mr. O. JDimdof, stating that be had no 
other motive in bringing forward this 
businas^^tb^ adpsire to lelieve the peo¬ 
ple from bpprfSsioii, expressed jTis readi¬ 
ness te consign to those who had ipore 
abilit)^ administer that relief. He was, 
indeedT^appy that the nglft hon. gent, 
who was so capable of giving effect to any 
arrangement upon .this subject, had mani¬ 
fested an intention to folloiv U up ; and he 
assured him, that any materials he’ lysd 
cftllected should be promptly at Bis devo¬ 
tion. There were points which he begged 
particufarly to recommend )o {he rig 
non. gent/s Consideration; one with ru 
gard to the wt^rrogation of^meii npo 

VOt. XVI. ^ 


oath to flfiioHiate themsalvet, 

deowdVid revision; and there'__ 

therpomS^Judi appealed to cait 
quiry. , Upon ^ lauer point, a clKiHfe* 
stance hu come to his fcowledge, 
which, probably# the righ^ hon. gent, had 
not hekrd. s^me ComoHisioners of the 
land tax, from (he county of Hereford# 
were fately obliged to qpawelr^a suit in the 
Court of Exchequer, in consequenco of the 
performance of their duty. In this suit 
they incurred an expenco of SiSQl* { and 
altlAugh the verdict was’ in their wfour/ 
they declined to avail themsrlveV of it. 
This forbearance was, no doubfe> honotff^ 
able to the mdividuals^oncefned ; bdt ho 
submitted to the House whether such n 
case was not calculated to depress the 
ertions of gentlemen who gas e thdr sthr* 
vices gratuitously in such Commissions i 
and whether it was not likely to indispose 
other gentlemen, not so public spirited and 
dibinterested, from deciding according to 
trieir judj^ent, lest they should be etc« 
pose^ to expence and trouble f It Was 
obvious that the recuiience of such^ 
ought to be provided agatni 

Mr. Shaw Lffevre urgently pressed upon 
the attention of minsters the conjeetutal 
jj,surcharges to which people were subject 
from surveyors, who, in fact, often knew 
poihtng of ahe perapns whom they sari* 
charged, but proceeded upon a.>specol|r>* 
tion, productive in most coses of efftrelfie 
injustice and vexation# paiticulUKly in the 

country, ^_ 

The Chancellorirf^timExchcqaerVM** 
quest was complied with, and *U)e notice 
was accordingly withdrawn. 

[Ma. Hont.J Mr. Caienfi observing# 




espectmg 

security, and another vrith regard to Mr; 
Hunt himself; said that he oodclutqqd it 
would aiot be quite regular to bring Rkt* 
ward both motions upon the saige day. 
His intention as to Mr. Hunt was, aftar it 
di(icu8Sion of the papers with respect to 
his misconduct, to move his expulnon. Of 
a motion so serious it wasubviqwly prdplir 
to give the suliqect of it previous 
and he had sought him out for tmit 
pose. Bju that person was not to W 
fouuw<Wd, however, give notice of 
•his m<njdu rejecting him# mr tmliorroer 
se'nnt^t, which he understood tQ 
fair ifterval upon such ad occasion.-^AAfr 
ut fe w words from the Speyer# the hVB. 
gave nodee of a morion upon Ip* 
2 G • 
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noibrtow se'^iiight on tho snbjtct of tfa« 
ll^th'RepoH ti the miKtary commi«ion j 
and it tvas ordered, that Mr. Hflnt do au 
tend tn hU place on that diacussion. 

’ ItOySE OF 10X0$. 

p * 

' ' Thursday, April 5. 

? <($FAKisH Campaign.] Loid Hodand 
perceiving the noble secretary in his 
place* de>ire(l to be infrirmed, whether a 
fertain intercepted letter Irocu the French 
'general Victor* to Joseph Buonaparte; da¬ 
ted the 24^h of July* and which must have 
been received by the British minister in 
Seville, the :id or %tli of August, was in 
the possession of the noble secretary ? 
And if so* whether* without injury to the 
public serv'CQ, it might not be produced 
for the infoi mation of their lordships ? 

Marquis believed that ther^ 

was a letter* such as the noble earl al¬ 
luded to. In his possession* and that* ap¬ 
prehending no public inconvenience from 
the production of it* he should 1a^ on 
Jheirjordships* table. 

The i*Ii*ro^s of Lansdowne perceiving, 
amohg the tmiris of Spanish Papers pre- 
lented to their lordships, the copy of only 
#Qe letter from Mr* Secretary Canning to 
the British minister in Spain, during four 
months, namely* from the 12th of April 
tothe niidilie of August 1809, a period 
dmin^' which some of the most import¬ 
ant transactions were going forward in the 
peninsula, wished Jo Team whether that 
wps indeed the oWy'lftfcter transmitted by 
Ims Majesty’s government, for the direc¬ 
tion of their niinisicr in Spain* during a 
period* and at a crisis so momentcus ? 

Marquis Welkslty ^as not aware of any 
ether letter of instiuctions* relative to the 


home to their agent in §paia* except the 
sCHtary documeitt alludei^t tot 

The Eorl of Idoerpopl rose to correct ft 
misconception 'Wbicn the noble earl ap¬ 
peared to have adopted. That noble earl 
and the House would recollect* that the 
papers called for by the noble marquis op¬ 
posite (Laiisdowne,) and in consequence 
submitted to their lordship;)' notice* re¬ 
lated solely and expressfy to the campaign 
in the peninsula* and did not refer to 
documents or instructions on any other 
subject. 

Earl Gr^ could not admit* nor did he 
suppose* that any noble lord, who attended 
to the motion of his noble fViend when lie 
ca>ted for the papers relative to Spain*, 
ctyolJ imagine that he confined his view 
to the were military operations in that coun¬ 
try. ii was obvious ihni those veiy mili¬ 
tary pperatiuns themselves* must oUen de- 
penj on events and coiiiderations of a po- 
iit;pal natutc*v\Keie it was important to 
ascertain the temper, the spirit, and the 
motiv- which the persons with whom 
we were in alliance were actuated in f,hc 
prosecution of a contest so nioiiff ulous as 
that, in which we were mutually eimaged. 
He thereforctrusted, that, as the noble lord 
bad on a foimer night expre-sed a icadi- 
ness* and even an earnest wibli to disclose 
every document of his own, he would now* 
wltli the same fiankness, consent to pro¬ 
duce those of his predecessor., 

Marquis Welksley wns willing to nfFonl 
every facility towards their lordships' 
information, and said* that he should 
again carefully examine all the olficidl pa¬ 
pers relative to (he pi ('sent question* and 
lay upon their lord hips’ tiblu all ^uch 
as should appear fu or useful to bo pio- 
duced. 


* ohject of the papers now before the House* The Marquis of Lansdotene then moved, 

Ireing sent to Mr, Frere. He did not “ Tliat the House be auvnmoned to take 
•peak with certainly ; but after a perusal those papers into consideration* next 
of the ofiiciftl papers* with all thati,atten- Tuesday sc'miight.” 


Uoa which the seriousness of tbeir object 
required* the Impression on his mind at 
present was* tbai no other letter of im- 
pOrtaAce had been atont to Mr. Frete. 

Earl Orvy expressed his surprise at 
hearing it said by the noble secretary, tliat 
four months had elapsed* during which 
ftbe niost weighty and momento^js events 
Wes© passing i nr Spain—e vawta tqSiCh iSeep- 


[EtPEplTlON 10 TH 1 ^.jSciIELDT,]— The 
Karl of Damlfy wished srAjrtly to call 
their lordships* attention to the subjept of 
the^'ate disastrous Expedition^ t* the 
Scheldt* which had been lately discussed 
in the other House of Parliament. Alter 
the decision vv^ich that House had come 
to upon this subject, he entertained no 
very strong hoiws, that an opposite con- 


MKimuieiy* me political existence oi tnis^i ^g ttie ifuupe ot cor 
C^ufttry* without any other communica- I public body* nor any 
tkgT hi^, Mi^iesty’s government^ I/,base kingdoms* who 


other set or men* in 
ente^iiKd the opl« 
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«irhich tlieir lordfships covtil no<*p 498 ov«£ 
in silence; anJ^ little a$ he was i^rr40ted 
to hope that a msjonlj of their ]ordsh)ps 
Would coincide with hira on the occasioDj 
still he could not rest satisfied in his con¬ 
science without'calling their attention to 
the question^ and giving those noble lords, 
who thought with him, an opportunity of 
expressing tlieir sentiments. He wes not 
prepared to ngme any particular day for 
bringing forwaid any motion upon the 
subject, but if no other noble lord should 
think fit to take it up, he should himself do 
it on an early day. 

• [RrvfiNufi Crim!n\l Laws ] Lordt^'4- 
villc called the attention of the Houdeto a 
subject which he conceived highly ^por¬ 
tent to the jurisprudence of the 
A bill had been |ent up from thewiner 
House of Parliament, f« r ci/nsohda^g 
into one act all the Ians against siyifg- 
gling, and other bauds upon the hgg/iue. 
This bill also induded and ct-^lftTmod alt 
tlu^ punishments against such 

ciimcs. lie had opposed the bill in that 
shape, as unfit to he adopted, without the 
oppot (unity of fully considering and dis¬ 
cussing the nature of the crimes thus sub¬ 
jected to tha punishment of death: and, 
therefore, he had moved that a separate 
bill <!hould be prepaiod by the judges, iu- 
tludiiig ullxlie crimes against which for- 
cui aLtsAenounced the punishment of 
death., /hat bill *vas now on the table. 
It had bpeti read the first time, and de- 
sciihed no less than seventy* five crimes 
against levenue law.^bject to the punish- 
mtnt of death. He fnought it wholly un¬ 
fit ^to be enacted, and inconsistent with 
the mciuful spiiit of British legislation. 
Wheie high duties upon,articles of con¬ 
sumption weie imposed,strong temptatioit 
Mas given fur evading those dntiev 9itd 
capital punishments should not be inflicted 
Mheic w«M|»|48lcly ami iiidi|gensab1y 
necessary to the due collection St the re- 
venu^ What he should, therefore, w«th 
to do, to move for the present, fhat 
the bill be read a second time; and then 
referred to a select committee, who should 
be yistrocted to inquire in ^hat cases it 
was actually necessary tow enact capital 
punishment, in order to the due collec^&n 
o^the revenue, and that the Committee 



mm m the bill as they shpuld .ttdalK ^ 
cessary. ' 

Ihe Earl of acquiesced in the 

suggestion of the noble ]or^ and thought 
a sdect committee the preferable mode gf 
proceeding, as «}so xhat the law lords, 
members of that HousCf should be of the 
Oeffnmittee. 

Lord Granville then, afler the 
reading, moved for the comnaiiment of the 
bill, which paseecf accordingly. *l)elliAO 
moved,''That it should be comiriitted m 
a select comniittee, empowered to altaii 
or amend, as they &ln>uid tliink propertj 
that part of the bill which related to cajifS 
tal ofiences against the revenge/' 

. ' *5 
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[Mr. Lcthbridc^s Complaipit AOAiHjrP 
Sm Francis Burdett—Adjournbu ^D1> 
BATE#] Mr. X^eikbnJge moved/ " 7 hat kho 
order of ihe day, tor resuming th^p^dU* 
journed debate on the molion^ansfle^gpbn 
the 27th day of March la^tS^Thata Letter^ 
signed ' Francis Bur^tt/i and a fhrther 
paitof a paper, inliified, < Argument,'ha 
Cobbett's Weekly Register of March 
IfilO, is a Jihellous and scandalous papjii^ 
reflecting on the just rights and {Mrivilegun* 
of this House, be now read /' Alid 
same being read, * \ 

Lord Ossulston i oSc, and in a low ton^of 
voice proceeded the dt^triga 

laid down by the hon. baronet 
Uic right of, commitment, as claimed am 
exercise^ by the. House.' It was not fii| 
intention to discuss the first pait c/ 41^ 
publication of the bdn. baronet, as.thatd^ 
which the greatest stress was laid w||a^i| 4 
titled the Argument. He was (»f ,optAt^ 
notwithstanding all that had been 
tended to the contrary, that the publh:#A 
tU;iQ difi not com4 under tlie cogniaanco' 
the House. (|e piled the authoiuy .j 
ct^ief justice HoU, that neither HouM^y- 
parliament could infiipge upon 
of the subject. He further quoted fUMI 
the same authority, that the 
parfiameAt were founded upm ||j^ 
of the land, And could wA |?o 
dfctitfoAiWilflSJUaws. 


sgjtows. ^ 

in the ayp#men/laid down by 
Be OrdyTit wa/laid dowti.tha4;, gs x!^ tMi 
should vail themselves gf all the toformC'^ of pai/iament Was orily known to }NKn|||^ 

1.^ J___] __ .1 .. .tW ^ ^ / fc. -« IM« AM i IA/P 


tion to be dergred from the sollcitibr of tha ^nent*meny the pubii<; could 

revenue, and si^h other persons ac wer« ^Rstverable fw ajtjf T>fe»c|j Why 

most convcrsannjti carrying the revenue! noble lord then adverted to those personal 



CMiiMleniiMy MOit shew .t&it nr 

Fra’hcTs fiot bare fcneif inda* 

Jjteed By w6'f inti-coti^ltatiAiial WidtW^i 

ftl hft Irablfe cfondoct. He derived tlioS6 
^^^^jti^ikileBj>r^Saniptionsri'oni the hon« 
Mronefe'* amtable private character, bis 
stake in the country, and his ancient 
nmiYy. 

SHr John Jnstruthcr differed most mate 


slaM ^ tax 

told, that beeanae'R-'Fi^a Bbel, if 'tJoalc 
rioHke a brel^ it Bad 

bSen ar^df-'ihit a Itbef, fhongh k brsacB 
of privilege, ought not to be potdsbed at 
such, but geheraHr kt a brhaclrof the 
peace. Here they nada libel ddmitlcNl to 
be a bleach of privilege, add that admle^ 
sion ended the argument so far; for if 
they had privileges they nust have (be 


riaflv from the noble lord who bad just power of supporting them. He, however, 
sat down, in many points, but in none denied altogether that an ofit^nce amount- 
more than as to his sense of the inmor- ing to a bleach of privilege was removed 
tance of any attempt, from whatever quar- out oP the jurisdiction of that House, be- 
ter, to wehn the feelings of the people of , cause that breach of privilege was also a 
Kiiginnd from the^i,npoit of that House, libel. 

The House stood in that peculiar situation, The hon. b&>onet began his Letter with 
that it behoved it to guard itself equally that " the House of Commont. 

from the invasions of the influence of the haVr>^ passed a Vote, which amounts to a 
crown On the one side, and the advance- declaration, that an eider of theirs is to 
ment of popular encroachments upon the be qp mure weight than Magna Charta 
other; and the best way to*do that elfetf- “^tiVd^e Laws of the Land.’* This was an 
tually was uniformly to support its own fidious and false Way of stating a 


Hghts and privileges. These privileges 
had never been exercised but f 9 r the 
^od of the country at large, and it could 
•* wbi-^.''_|br the benefltof that country to 
shrink troSA,^ihe discussion, and the sup- 


w 

;>und)6ss proposition—a groundless* ca« 
Im^iy. What was the question ? Hid the 
House act in violation of Magna 
Charta and the law of the W^at 

was the law of the land } Where was it to 


port of them.^^he question now before be found? Where were ihey to look for 
the House was exKiemely clear, whether it> He knew of noplace to look for it but 

▲ Ills i«« • .ft . • 


thOic had been a libellous publication 
against the rights and privileges of that 
House, or not; whether thb rights and 
^ivijews, SO long exercised by that 
House belonged toil, oi not; and if they 
^id, whether the House had or had not, 
the right of enfo;^a^ t Jiem. And here he 
would ask, if it was^ necessary lor the 

UiOlWA A._l. . — _ * t .. 


in the practice ot that House and the 
other established courts of jyitsprudence. 
Wbav, then, was the privilege claimed by 
that House -that that House being a 
third branch of the legislature, should 
hare the power of preventing or removing 
all obstructions throwi\ in the i^y of the 
free exercise of its judgment—all con- 


House at that time of day seriously to in- tempts must be allowed to be cCassoil un 
9^*f®>wBether it had the privileges said to der the head of such obstructions—all ca- 
^infringed upon by that piAiiicatiun ? lumnies t^oulated \gainst the tree exer- 
The first thing that presented itself in the cise of their right ol judgment would be 
ahape of even a plausible objection to the admitted at once to be breaones of privi- 
emstence of the privilege in question was, , legt; and, if such calumnies, Instead of 

Anftt fKia waA « ItU^I ..mH jltJ I ——_I. -L._U ft. _ 


^;tbat this was a libel, and therefore did not 
^ttome under the head of a contempt of 
Admitting it, however, to be 
libel, bow did it follow that it was oet a 
breath of privilege ? Was it no breach of 

MWk'0%1 aAaa A_ 


^ ~ — 

evaporating in words, should be elabo* 
rately embodied m,a ptfuted paper, was 
the breach of privilege the less, or did It, 
on that account, ceasei 4 to be » lyeach of 
privile^ ? Should the ^Uke of Commons 

!a_ A _ J _ .A. • - 1 . 


it was an dSeOce tu£er itself to be run deWh in such sv^man- 
ef another kind elsewhere ? Or, was it to ner Was there a common cb'^.> of the 
be said, that because the oflcnce had such meanest d^riptiun that had n&t in itself 
Vj^nt as to be punishable elsewhere, it a power of protecting itself againtt such 
^ was therefore not punishable here, a posi- calumnies frem its own niemWs? Ob- 

slructiooB, it could not be denreil by'any 
latitude of the crimtf was^o^madc man. the Hou^e bad a right to remote; 
<5omparative\«puj{fte f Thb and, not vnetely personal obstructions, 

Sm Abma. AlTSk . L. _...ft. .A __ _ l.f- 1 - _ .1 
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cmot muih wm wwiv^wppgtfl m 

Tiictual oi>9liMCti9n« ItAO m futb^gt^J^ TO«/]^}BjBt couU {>tui^h 

\/tC f»nKiV«d. W«ra «ieb obstraatioti* al- tempi*, aqd, ftjas mpr^ qo 

together imprecedentad? Had they been woi||d Jgtetfm ^ |ar 91 ^ 

io okhar time» umisubl ? How bad the tempthy any omir* So llut the Hiou 9 i» 
vote beco carried against lord Stra^rd? by,inforcibg this .privilege afKe 4 
Had kbe exercise of the judgment of the thing more than wnat belonged to ev^ 
House been frgc and uncontrooled in that other court. That House hgd therefore 
instance? When the walls were.placard* ' the power of judging of its prml^ii 
cd with menaces* and members hooted and of protecting those privileges- ^ that 
and ballooM bv the mob as Strafiordians, power, however, like every (i^her powe^ 
as they passed'toand from the Houser* admftied of abuse: but the a|q^ of a 
And why might they not do the game to- thing was no argument against its cxis|» 
morrow ? Aye, but then it might be said' ence. As to the cbai^c of abuse 
that hooting was more like a personal ob- power, the House ofCommQjns nvgiiiMvitb 


etrgctionthLi placarding and posting u^ran confidence uppeat to the past. wou 
the walls. But was nothing to bejt£^ be found that* for the last three hundrw| 
atiued as an obstruction but what per- years, in the same pniportion ^as kh^ 
sonally so ? Were there no such thjjbgs as authority had become more soljd and ex« 
constructive obstructions? Impediments- tended, had their exercise of that povr^r 
which were not actually personal, Vjit been calm, moderate, and prudent, 
which had virtually the same eilect. 2li- But it had been said that a breach of 
bets came exactly up to the case ot ion- pruilege was no contempt. Thjsobj^uv 
struct I ve obstructions. The of tion lie did not an<iwer, only becausp 1 m 

ths^Jllouse were essentially necessary to did not understand it. If a breach 
its exiSlilRe, and as calumny was the most privileges was not a coDtemfitn9f*kneiraUf 


>nai, 'vju 
*ect. JI- 
e ot ion- 
of 


dangerous assailant their privileges could thoiity, he did not kpopt^^hat contentp^ 
have, was it to be supposed that the nut- was. Again, it was oji^ted, that iftht^ 
ting that calumny in writing took n'om were the ludges of their own privileffCB, 


the House the right of protecting iUelf they might -make what privileges, they 
agamu Its influence by the punishnient of pleased. But had they done so? 
the author i Or was the House compelled, them look back* and they would iiee*iti|i 9 ^ 
in such a ^e* to wait the slow progress that House had never been fond ^f*creii4k 
of an indi/tment r a remedy, that after ing new privileges, they had^ privdegaa 
all woutdr not apply to the onence. as an enough to uphold their own independeiKiib 


all woutynot apply to the onence, as an enough to oph 
offeneb ragainst (be privileges of that ai)d vindicate 




House, rfhe courts below to w|iith they rjky, and one* and perhaps the 
would in that case apply, would not look portant of those privileges, waa to prevaak 


would ^ that case apply, would not look 
upon the ofiem e as ^ breach of privilege, 
they would not take cognizance of, it in 
that view : they would try it as a breach 
of the peace, and not as a breach of their 
privileges. 

The next C|ue 8 tipn was, if they had 


portant of those privileges, waa to prevail 
their deliberations from imp^ed 
the attacks of caJugmy. The calumiky* 
in the present instance, came from. 
who had set himself high on the 
the people. He would put the CMM* thak 
that the same attempts to run dowp | 1 m 


those privileges, bad they the power of ebaracaer mid authority of tt»u House had 
judging-gLo^engps against their^n pri- been made by the crown, he should 
vileges? Aildniere perhapa* he ought to ratiier say the servants of the crown* aga 


nmns vm not judge of its oWb privileges, who were now so moderate and anfik^m 

and the only judge of those privileges* he doubts upon the present quritioki? 

for lus pai t did not knoiy hqpr the l£inse of those gentlemen have been ^qpilta 

Coihununa could be said tQ exist at all. and consi^y^^ as they now spfiaeij^|o 

In his Judgment then indwpendeiice yas be?*urWuJd^ot the 

totally gone when any other power than >from pmm 4penn% lapirngh iwd* Ml* 

themselves was allowed to be judge ef nucynigher tone ?, Buk->w(i^vtt dteir 

their pTivileges; and in sayjng/this, w^, language might be^ he wmdd 

— “ ■ V 7 :— ws?** p*- **“* ^ 
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iloiist ngMim l^otb. Hliommlttttl for 
icontempt ifaoivmrr not much d»- 
puledf Hou6e b'ad 

' it fetiLbUcftaftid, that the right of Gotn- 
ai44ng for libel could not be traced. He 
a^BP^itted thaf it could not. They could 
not trace the fact^ from the very simple 
Veuony that libels must have been subse* 
^[U^ot to the invention of the art of prmt- 
ing^piinting must have been common 
1»K ire a case of libel could have occurred. 
Qutiftliey could not trace the factj'they 
could easily trace the principle. That 
did not depend upon the fact of printing. 
Courts had uniformly punished calumni¬ 
ous expresBLuna. That House had been in 
possession of the right of doing so from its 
earliest stage; and the principle upon which 
it exercised that right was not altered by 
the calumny appearing in a printedform. 
He was very far indeed from being dis¬ 
posed to panegyrize the wisdom or pru¬ 
dence of the lion. gent. (Mr. Ix^hbpdgc), 
in forcing the attention of the Ilouj»e to the 
idibs^^pw bchne them. But, now that 
it was Oewac^hem, and that they were 
called to stand by, or to re¬ 

nounce their piirhag<’s, he admitted that'I 
there was no recedmg from the broad 
question. It was a remark that would be 
nuind to hold without one exception, that 
whether the governmeHl was in the hands 
of the wings or the tories, this power of. 
OommittaUhad been always exercised by 
that House, and Jj^jCverv instance of that 
exercise having*bc3l7*questioned by an 
appeal to*'the courts of law, the right wax 
oniformly conhimed by their decision; 
the couru of law having uniformly justi¬ 
fied that power upoit the same grounds 
upon which they professed to hold their 
own, 

E e was surprised at the noble lord’s 
g a* publication of the House Of Lords 
Mtepectifig their own privileges, as«anau- 
thprify to weigh with that Home in detor- 
mioiag upon their’s. He would refer 
that nobiq lord to the answer given to that 
pnblicft^Q ^ the vindication of the prt* 
tileges of that House. In all times the 
Housft punished for libel as an attack upon 
tiwir teivileges. The case of the King 
iwrittt rlower was x proof did 

1U4txant to borrowsuppoij^rmktiS^tfaer 
i^VBc, but he had no their* 

aid where their cases properly a^hed. 


other person taken up ^th him, and com- 
miU^ by virtue of thMome warrant, ap¬ 
plied tef the King's Bench for his Habeas 
also f The Habeas was refused in both 
instances. Lord De' Grey, a great con¬ 
stitutional lawyer, an upright judge, and 
an honest man, remandc<(i the Lord Mayor, 
and why ? because the reason assigned 
for commitment was (leeni^ sutfirieutconT 
tempt on the face of the warrant. That 
great lawyer pronounced the House of 
Commons to be the judge|of Us own pri¬ 
vileges. The law of their privilege? was 
. to be found in their own adjudications of 
^ those privileges and their mode of punish¬ 
ment was that of commitment. But 
v>4iat Were the words of Lord De Grey, 
fhSr^eaking of this right of 'Commilment 
on tWte part of the House—" They have 
a rigg' to commit, because it is necessary 
should.*' This Was the reason as- 
su^d by lord De Grey, and the moment 
thxy paited with the right of judging 
tlim ow'ii privileges, that moment they 
cra^u'V- bo iadependent. 

The case of Alexander Murr^wavnno- 
ther in which the light of thelfousc to 
commit had been tiled by an application 
for an Habeas Corpus, and confirmed. 
Murray wa? remanded. The case of the 
Kentish petition was also in point, At 
thattkne the parliament was a Tory one; 
the ministers, Tory y the six Persons who 
presentedthe petition werecdknmitted—in 
the coureo of that year there a change 
of Ministers; and the next year^there was 
a Whig ministry, and a Whig porlfament. 
What aid they ? 'Jhey not only^followed 
up the proceeding** of their pre^oessoi?, 
but cmiiodied tliem^into Resolutions; so 
that here was a case, where in the heat of 
party contest, men ditieriug upon every 
other subject, agreed' upon this point of 
privilege; this was in 17U1. The caseof 
Chief jWice Holt wi^greatly reliedoipon ; 
but lot gentlemea remember, that if Lord 
Chief Jt^tice Holt was Ofone j^piuiion, the 
other eleven Judges were'Wan opposite 
opimoo. ^Besides,werethdy tubetoldf.that 
the authority 6f other great Uwwe^ went 
for nbthingr The hon. baronet fr&d matle 
light of the names of De (^ey, Mansfield, 
arid Kenyon; dhoeosagesbf modern times; 
but it dm notfoHow, that tlie House would 
thgik ao'lfghtly^ofthem as the hon, baronet. 
Besides, lord Holt never denied the right 
of the House to commit fur chptempt. 


Crosby* the Lord Mayor oL London; wasJ ^rd H^ merely questioned the limits, 
eeatlothe Tower. He applied to the Com-J rhereas the hon. baronet denibd the ex-^ 




[e applied to the Com-y r^h 

l^eae fox his iuoeas Corpus; tle^steaoe of .the power; ^ be candidly 



Mi<ik 


j»t} 

ciud tbeautboritj^f lord Hcdt iki sid'of 
his own opinioDj «if tb« ambedty tha^ 
objected to the exce$$ of the po#er, vtm 
fairly to be brought forward as auevidencOk 
that the power did not exist at all i He 
mentioned this, therefore, merely to guard 
the House against tonfounding the opinions 
of the bon. baronet with ibe judgments of 
lord Holt. therefore was warranted 
in repeating, that the House of Commons 
in their assertion of this right, was claim¬ 
ing nothing more than what of right be> 
]on£;ed to tbe lotvest and most confined jn- 
u^diction. Of ail their privileges, none 
u as more important to them than that of 
preserving their authority from tho'^c enn- 
tgmelious and licentious calumnies whi^ 
had a tendency to shake their dignit^^my* 
lowering their character in public es*Sma- 
tion. Attacks of this d( senption, noi^iat- 



itig U {wb&tervcr it wm 
vary bamlass prodociion, and be ^ 

ha?e wished that the aesl tbe hon^_ 

(Mr. Lethbridge) had been better teft^ 
pared. If the nottca of that House had 
not been forced to that pamphlet, it would*^ 
hare died the natnrid deat^ of the non* 
sense that had gmxe befere it. While, 
however, he acknowledged the pamphlet 
to be any thing but mischievous, he co^d 
not help observing upon the gross^wsnt 
of candour that distinguished most’Of its 
<|ifotiAioti8 and mis-statements. In the^ 
motto, the opinion of Judge BlaekseMriil|^ 
l^as given aj large upoi^the right ofjxiw^ 
sonal libeiiy, from the third book of h^* 
Commentanes. Now, it was uiifortonalei 
for the hon. baronet’s quotation, that* 
Ulackstone was himself one of the Judg^"*' 
who remanded the Lord Mayor ori.ontmti,'' 


ter how embodied, or from what qufeer- -Ciosby ; and as to the candour, tbe hoB« 


directed, w hether from a mob out of dooh^ 
or one of their own members from withiiJ! 
tbe privileges of that House weie equity 
competent to resist and piini'^h 
forn wthey a ssumed, whether they ap- 
penrcoiWTO fchape of a libel or of a per* 
<«onal breach of the peace ; they would 
in either case be no less breaches of pi i- 
vilege, and as such, subject to the undis-> 
puted coguizEuice of that House. 

With respelt, then, to the hon. baasnet, 
he would sayC that as to the course be had 
takenjup, it ^peared to him to be an hope¬ 
less one; a^east, he might be allowed 
to say, tha* the leasoning, upon which 
his doefrides had been fou'lidcd, did not 
appear tonim calculated to impress con¬ 
viction upon those who read it; the ar¬ 
rangement was ba I, asid the management 
ot the argument was wrH-se. The ques¬ 
tion? in tact, had been often agitated; it 
had been the subject ot many pamphlets 
ni the time of Wilkes. 'Jhe nroccraings 
in the year J70], and on the question 
involving the legal jurisdiction of tbe 
House qOfDjdsi^he case of Ash^y and 
W^hite, alltbeiirsources furnished ample 
matter to the hoif. barmiet, but he might 
have B^BU)wcd with more selection than 
he had dine. Indeed, the p^mphlevof 
the hon. baronet teemed with evidence of 
dull, clumsy, itl-digestcd piagtarisiu, eld 
and Exploded doctruics revived without 
even their original^ strengtlf, and put se 
badly, as if they were either wholly mis- 
undeistood, or stupidly misapplied; and 
this naturally brought him te^ tlih con¬ 
sideration of theJmportance of tbe papipb- 
ietin question* could not help think- 


baronet could uot have been ignorant, that, 
III ^he same work, the King’s Bench itf 
stated ^0 h^ve the power of bailing all per¬ 
sons committed on charge of certain of. 
feiues, save those committed by 
H 0 U 6 C of Parliament. Anojb-i^nstance 
of the candour of the hfniff Mronet was, 
his putting into what hycallcd his Argu¬ 
ment so many things that had not been 
uttered by him m that JloUse; thereby 
washing te malke the House sm instrument 
of Its own disc^race, in tacitly succuffl^iti^ 
to the avow'al of such doctrines* Aj^m, 
he lays it down in another paist or thi* 
pamphlet, with eqn&L ^ndour,w* We 
may reasonably cuifllude, that all tbi^ 
privileges the House of Commons then* 
tUoufibt itself intitled to, were enumerated 
in tiie ord^ of the Ist of June, XVSl, a# 
sirLdvvard Coke, so Well acquainted wltbj^ 
and then contending for them against thU 
undue pretogativc of the crolvn, claimqdT* 
no more.'’ 

But the fact w.is, that tha House then,'* 
os in aM'other esses, was emplovOd Itt 
vindicating not the whole deiaft or tlmff 
privi1ce**s, font the individual right aitdf* 
privilege in question. The pamphlet wak*' 
he repeated, desonriog only of coutUtehlK’ 
I and he had therefore not the 
prehension as to any effect k Uould 
upon the sound good sense of 
of EBjdJ*n(}.’|UOTfie same tiine,‘ttst9 
leges of iWft H^te cooW 
fHim distuiision-ytbe more th^Jr 
cussedj^tho firmer they 
What we Housei*4tjraiit to do, he wqwify ' 
know. The paniplilet anbe^m^tb'^ 
im to be an aukward botttpitiRtfii ht* 




4M) ««MMU> MEHm,«'4aBt, AWlli 

iwrv badirtfoteeaUittv^ry^badlonM 
wohe ittflNN^«|^iili repeat his wi^ tm 
such a wOfiK mi tnen lefl to its oivn fatis. 
Ha cdttid not aKtot the wisdom or the 

G kdfnen c€ the hon. gent (Mr. Letb- 
dge)) in visiting it with a character of 
iipportance so foreign to its own merits. 
|1e woald adrise that hon. gent, the next 
time he felt his zeal prompting him so 
httstily> to pause a little to consider the 
l|iterior consequences a 6i8t step in such 
matters might lead to. He would advise 
that hon. gent, before he took a sflnilar 
proceeding in tuturej to consult with 
others whose experience might be found 
to equal his own, and whose counsel might 
prove no unworthy or unnecessary access 
sion to the native resources of his own 
practical wisdom. 

Lord Folkestone expressed himself to be 




the more desirous *to follow the learned to by the right bon. and learned 


gentleman, because, though a gentleman 
of so grave authority, he found hiiqseU 
compelled to say, that he difjli re^ from 
bim widely, on almost every point to 
he had alluded. The hun. gent, 
who bf^hgto forward the motion, had ab¬ 
stained fromSicjjng what were his views 
of the Subject, aratthis he had a light to 
complain of on the part of the House. In 
this respect the hon. gent, had left the 
question entirely open to Conjecture j>( 
every kind. He had not failed, however, 
SO inform the House, bow much he had 
been alarmed by the speech of the 
l^ronet (sir F. Bufi^tt). and how anxious 
be felt to see a cheSk‘ given to the prac¬ 
tices in VE'hich that hon. baionet had been 
ill the habit of indulging. Such qn ef¬ 
fect, indeed, had the speech (A‘ his hon 
friend, the worthyc baionet, had on the 
bon. mover, that, as he him^lf expressed 
«it| hU hair stood on end.'' This con¬ 
duct of the hon. mover had been attended 
. with disagreeable effects ; for, from this 
Ctrcumstance of their being in utter ignor- 
ancc.of the ideas of the hon. mover, every 

S eQC]eqia]i had taken an opposite view of 
le matter. Some complained of one ex¬ 
pression, others of another. The hon. and 
learned gent, who bad just sat down, ac* 
eused his bon. friend of inaccuracy, bur 
principally of bad taste. The motion of 
* the bon. mover went to pub 

•* licaUon of the worthy baronci ^ 
dalous and libellous pap^. 


of bad tastoi M, in bb btNkaltHdoti, • ad** 
rnttsed, that ft ^uM db jfo harm. ' Til* 
learned *afid hut. ^eox also acoused bis 
hon. fHeiul of want of eandiaar* 3Ufd for 
proof of it, referred to ‘Uie qnocation aa 
the title page. This might bavo prooaed* 
ed from inMvertence or acetdenm biac* 
curacy ; but, supposing that not to have 
been the case, want of capdour coold be 
no ground for complaining to that House. 
The right hon. and leamra baronet, how¬ 
ever, before he accused bis hon. fritoid of 
warit of candour, should certain that 
he had acted with complete candour him¬ 
self, He had referred to the Besolotions 
of the House in the year 1021, in which 
thv privileges of the House were enumo- 
VMk^I, and in the giving of which he ac¬ 
cused his hon. friend of having made an 
omisai^on, whereas in fact, the Resolutions 


was a scan- 
learned 

(enL who liad just sat down, howler, had 


U. were those of December, 1021, and 
\s hnn. friend refened to those of June, 
luWl, drawn up, as was supposed, by lord 
Col 

Another hon. and learne<lcenjj| 4 , the 
other day, had complained o^ffie publi¬ 
cation in question, in as far as it presumed 
to doubt of the legality of the Speaker's 
warrant. The jet of his hon. friend's ar¬ 
gument, however, was fair on thb point; 
and i/' bo could question tfe validity of 
such a warrant at all, was emctly auen as 
lie must be supposed to hav^ used., fio- 
fore gentlemen pronounced fhe worthy- 
baronet guilty of 80 serious ah oflfeiice as 
that which the molion infeikeli, on a 
ground such as this, they werq bound to 
look to the opinions of authors qf reputa¬ 
tion and weight, iwi the subject of war¬ 
rants, and to their description of those 
whicii bore the marks of being legal or 
illegal. Hawkins, in his Pleas of the 
Crown, talking of legal wai rants, laid it 
down that four things were necessary ifi 
them ; as, the band and seal of the per¬ 
son by whom the wamnt wys g ranted; 
lawful authority on thep^^ftlm person 
granting the warrant; 'lawful caq^ for 
gra.ning it; and, a lawful conefoq^on. In 
all of tnesh respects, so far, m leasts as 
they could ^en on the face of the war¬ 
rant itielf, the paper authoiismg the com* 
mitment of Gale Jones waia debutat. 
Was u not, therefore, too much to foy it 
aown, that for a person unleansed mdbe 
law to bold, agreeably to the opinfon. of 


ifoken BO steps to prove that the (Aibliuc^- \ wiiterslpn lhat subject, that aurb a wannat 
was scandalous or libellous; he opLv I w^asillegal,wasagroisanditeapdalouslibel? 
(M^pisd toeshew, that it exhibited Aaotl^ rj^t hoB^ aod^arned goi0, jtad 
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* kid greaft'tfhrM ofl ibe word '^retift*** Of mtbe KU of Biglito^ and, ' Jjlfd 
if it waa an oxorwakn of » mo«i indefki inll or Rights declaros tUuit a moi 
#bl«iifttare« if gentiementoolukbewhoh parHanaent cannot %e ^uastioncT} Mf 
of tfao papor tog^ber, tboy would, bow-' where out of parlianucitffor words 
oeMV fkd the word ^'resist’' unifomly therein, be hM sapiemly concluded, t^t 
oodpl^ wkhjfooM words, importing titat tho people are probibited^from cxeicisUg 
nothing but a legal resistance was con* their understanding, fbr the pui pose of 
templated. They would see, to resist discussing or censtirii^ the conduct of the 
** the doctrine/^ " to resist with their gentlemen who sit fn that House/' &c. 
^ twice/' $LC* It was impossible, he con- On reading this paseage gentlemen would 
Sanded, without giving to the words a be convinced, that though Mr. Yorke 
forced censtnictioa, that any thing im might be entitled to find fault wUb it, the 
proper could inferred from them. If Hotse had no right to complain, still less 
thfo House was in any doubt on this sub- any constitutional power to punish for it. 
jeet, he held in his hand certain declara- The hon. baronet, so far from rejecting on 
tions of the great lord Chatham, which the House, bad gone dht of bis way to li- 
^ast at once convince them how danger- borate th^ from any chaige on ibis 
ons and imconstitotfonal it woold be to head. Another passage had been alluded 
give such a construction to a term so in- to as the ground of serious'charge agajnijt 
nocent HI itself. !n these declarations the his hon. friend. The pai>s«ge was that, 
voble lord expressed a hope, that old as irhere (speaking o& the House of Coih- 
he Was, he might see this House, of winch mons), the hon. bart. stated that th^, 
he was then a member, and the country “ inflated with their high blown fanoiml 
m general, once more united to oppose a ideas of jiiajesly, and tricked out in the 
despotic minister; he hoped tft *ve mea- trappings ot royalty, think privilege and 
9ei£i fairly disputed; if not, might dis- protection beneath their digmty, arJk w a > 
cotHT^eVlil for ever. It was of no con- the sword of prerogative, lord it 
sequence, the noble lord contended, A he- equally over the king the petipla," 
ther the qaestion was stated as applying Now, he must say, wj^ever might he nt- 
to a despotic mimstev, or to the House of tempted in the way of ridicule, that he 
Commons. . When they saw an authority agreed wkh an hon. and learned gent, be- 
such as this, he presumed the ^ouse l^w him (siir S. Uomilly), that he did not 
would be stbw, cm a woid of eo slight a clearly undetstand this passage. Yet, “ 
HMsaning, of. passing so severe a judgment, whatever these words were, every ene of 

There u as another ofience also imputed them, he believed, had been before used 
tfO his bon. friend with equal injustice, as by the hon. bart. ip ^js place in that 
if he vfished to represent the Bill of Rights House, when he irtbved for tlie liberation 
as having been converted into, a Bill of of Gale Jon^s. He was'surO they Uvd 
Wrong^fc This was by rto means the fact, been used by him on other occasions. He 
The reieise iudeed»a\as the cose, as any did not %tate that as a justifictuion, but 
gentleman might see who chose to read only as to the fact of their not being un- , 
«h6> passage tluoughout.—Here the noble precedented. As far as he could make 
lord quoted the’ whole passage as it stands mt their meaning by the context, he p>o* 
in- sir* P.' Burdett's Letter, which runs *umed that by "assuming the sword of 
fhuh:— prerogative, and lotding it equUlly over 

" Bbt in order that nothing may be the king and people/' was meant the 
wantixtf.ty rentl^s truly ludicroys every power assumed by the House of Commons, 
part of this pnoreeding, which,*inverting of punishing where Che law did notonfor 
rho^jaws of the drama, as well ao all it, and of doing acts beyond what the king 
•thapHCMVn, begins with a force, and ends or the other branch of the legislaftore baa 
wMfrUti^gedy; the House*of Commons the power to do. That was the baat'k* 
H rt p vteon Mr. Jones—under the sanction terpretation that he could pot upM^ ft. 
of w hat Unr, think ye ? ThedSill of Rights. The passage might perhaps be ; 

Wdll^ might Paine call it the Bill of and ^ey vvonia told, that it was the mtre 
Wrongs, rfit could be thus'converied igto injurious h was antbtelKgiUe< Thste 
M insieumenf to oppress and destroy the *might ^ally bfe some ingenuity ht this 
fibertka of the people ;* those libertles*for reaso^ng; but he coubl l|o^peI«!e^vc why 
vrtileh i! was expressly fomnud,/ckimedf ibe nousdshbin|||be themord mchnedoo 
dc'iTMHded’, an*d insistm updn tb |vl)tect| .junish, whan sitting in judgment «iV k 
Mr. Ybsko has^Useovdfed a iltuv* meaning^ pakaM they did' not elemy ttkkMMnd* 

VOL. XVI, ‘ ft • 
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It was called scandalous and libellous^ was^ what was a Privileffe ? The defini- 
He spoke in the hearing of learned per-* tion of the term seemedjm imply, that it 
sons when he said he believed, that to be was an es^mption from the law as applied 
scandalous, it must be false, and to be li- to otliers. Ihis clearly implied that such 
bellous, a bad intention must be shewn ; privilege must be distinctly defined, 
which he bad not yet heard urged. He The ancient privileges of the House were, 
could see no right to infer any bad motive freedom of speedi; and freedom from 
from this publication, unless it were from arrest for tliemsrlves, and even for their 
the word Resist/* for which, he de- servants, except in cases of treason, felo- 
clarcd, be could find no ground. ny or breach of the peace. The noble 

l*lte right hon. and learned gent, how- lord believed, the icason of these privi- 
ever, had said, that the paper in question leges was to prevent the members from 
rt'flected onthejustrightsaiifJ privilegesof being impeded in giving dieir personal 
the House. The House, thecefore, was attendance in parliament; whatwascom* 
called on to determine not only on the plained of in the present ca*«e, however, 
scandalous and libbllous nature of the did not come under any of them. The 
publication in question, but also on the right hon. and learned baronet said, that 
justice of its own rights and privileges, trccdom from libel was necessary for the 
The paper in question, it was to be ob- members of tin House to enable them to 
^erved, was one in which the worthy ba- gi\c their minds to the consideration of 
ronet proposed to explain to,his coiistitu^ ihu sgojoct, vihicli might, chance to be 
ruts, more fully than m ihe usual method, before them. It would be giving a wide 
his sentiments on a paritcular question, interpret,ition indeed, to the privileges of 
The noble lord did not pietciid to kno\v the House, to maintain that they were to 
how far that was right. He was dware be extended to the length now contended 
.it w^s considered as a violation of for. As to hissing or hooting the mejp- 
their ri% that any account of their pro- bers in coming to or returnm^ivFTu the 
teedings shdi!R>\ be made public ; but of Hoiv, that was very diftcrent from the 
this he was also'Hi^Mtain, that for many pie^enl case. He was far from objecting 
years the violation of this rule had been to the light of the House, to remove ob- 
systematically connived at, till the in- stiuctioiistoitsprece€ding3,butthepre- 
hingement otThc Older had lx:coiiie more sent w^s not a case of that jkind. The 
a matter of right than the observance of light non. and learned Maiater of the 
it.' ft was well known however, that Rolls had stated, that it was necessary the 
even wliile^he right of keeping their pro- House should liave the power of commit* 
veedings secret from the public was ri-| ment. He did not state, however, that it 
gtdly acted up to,^it the constant and was nercs'>aiy they should have this 
uniform practice of members to send to power as a piivilege. Chief justice Be 
their constituents, daily, weekly and Gtey, too*, had said, that it was^ iieces- 
luonthly accounts of their proceedings, sary the House shovdjj have tliis'power. 
particulaily so far as|he individual mem- Wliat was this hut saying, that it was 
ber was himself concerned. Gentlemen nccessaiy the House should have tiie 
were, therefore, to determine, if this was power of removing all obstructions to 
an allowable practice in members of that their proceedings, a power which nobody 
House, W'hcther in a case of this kind, thought of denying? Heie, however, there 
they were oiktitled to proceed entirely was nothing ut that kind. In the ufience 
from recollection, particularly when so committed by Jones there was nothing 
many members were pre^nt now, who that cou^d have obstructed* tfT^ioceed- 
bad not been present when the speech of ings,of tliat Housg, had n* question been 
the worthy bart., so communicated by raised on the subject. In tbrm^^ases 
bun to his constituents, was made ? In tiu-y had gone on equally w'ell without 
considering this questtioii, too, the House any committal. They had done so in the 
must take into view that they were called rubcs of Stock^ale and of Reeves. 

OQ to pronounce this a libei^^ the parti- It had been said by the right,hon. and 
cutar circumstances he had ^entidlied. lesyncd baronet, that all courts had a 
No person, the noble h>rd ^.'Ojiamed,. power to punish for contempt againvi 
would venture toasscitfif one we'tj sa- themselves. Then, he submitted, it, was 
tisfiiHl that the right did not^exist, tlKit he ^ irecessarjii tq shew what contempt was. 
wasnotentitlcd tosay so.**]fntbefirst|)la^ iL must, he was satisfied, be something 
therefore, the^uestion to be consulci^ j. Calculated to obstruct theproceedings of 
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the court, or to.load it with contumely. 
Lord Kenyon had laid it down that con- 
iompt might be committed out df court ; 
but he had only adduced one instance to 
this eflect, which wa^ the case of 
.in Under-Shenfti who had neglected 
2jis duty in putting iii force the piocess 
of the court. In the Couit of King's 
bench,Mr. Bindley, a bookseller, had been 
brought befoie lord Mansheld, charged 
witli publishing libelii agunst the couit, 
and on his refusal to answer, insisting that 
he had a right fo be tried by his peeis,\sas 
commiftcd to piison, whcie he \vn-» de¬ 
tained tor two years, still refusing, during 
the whole of the time,to submit to the juris¬ 
diction of the court. Tinally, he was 
discharged on the motion o( tlu Attorney 
(leiuoal, on the ground that his iinptison- 
nienl had been of longer dmauou, pro¬ 
bably, than he might have sulk'ied had 
he rtrcived judgment lor the offence. 
This, howevei, instead of being an aigu- 
ment for, was an aggiavation of the of¬ 
fence ongiiully committed, and wdneh 
hadfJ^n^veeLly and daily repeated by 
Mr. JJmgley during the whole of iliat pe¬ 
riod. If a contempt, therefore, had in 
that case been committed in the first in¬ 
stance, It had been aggravated, and the 
couit had been foiled m the attempt to 
punish It. ^Iii the ucent case of*lIart 
and White, printer and piopiietor rl‘ a 
newspapei called the independent Whig, 
for a libel against the court of Kmg's 
bench, that couij had not proceeded 
against tiiein as loi contempt, but they 
had been tiicd, and were convicted by 
their peets. In the same way on foimer 
occasions, that lIous94iad not commuted 
Stockdale and Keeves for contempt, but 
had ordered pioseculions against them. 

Anhoii. gent, had asked, if the woithy 
baionctdenied the light of that House lo 
commit ail) p^ibon not a member of the 
House, why did he not object to the com- 
mitt il,^huin" the hist session, of Jluxley 
Sandon ^ That case, however,* had no 
]elation to the fircsent case; there then 
was aI^4tbstt action of the pr<^ceeding<^ of 
thd House. It was essential that the House 
should have it in their power to take eveiy 
step to enfoice the exerci«to>or iheirown 
priVlIegessas a couit of inquiry. If, theie- 
fore, they had a power to*exaniine wk- 
iMsses at the bar, it was essential to the 
due exercise of this right that they should. 
be entiUed to inforce compliance with it.^ 
He conteifdedf however, that the House^^ 
was entitled to ^osercise this power only 


in the removing of obstructions to their 
own proceedings.—At one time it had 
been assumed as the privilege of timt 
House to imprison a man fur a week, a 
month, a year, or any other indefiniie pe¬ 
riod. Now, however, it was adinUted, 
that no such power existed. It was ob¬ 
vious therefore, that this could not be 
meant for punishment. The House could 
only Commit during its own sitting, there¬ 
by * Icaily shewing that the power was 
conferred solely to prevent the obstruc- 
tiun^f their own proceedings If other¬ 
wise, and the power were given them for 
the sake of punishment, what would be 
the inference ? that for a petty breach 
of privilege one man who was guilty of 
It on the fust day of the meeting of parlia¬ 
ment might I'c at their mercy possibly for 
seven years, while another peison who 
Imd committed a gnetous offence on the 
last day of their siUing must bo libeiaicd 
on the v(iy same (lay? If the power, 
thcref^re,,was meant lo be conferred for 
the sake of punishing offenders, he sub¬ 
mitted that this uiiceitainty could no^'4off9‘ 
been loleiated. The puvil«^^t^f of that 
House were to be rcgjjjrfted by Magna 
C'haita and the law the land; and 
Magna ('liaita itself declared that the sub¬ 
jects of this countiy weie to be imptison- 
ed only ' per judicium parium, vel legem 
tciiJB.' Even m the icign ot CharlqjB the 
1 st, there was a direct acknowledgment to 
this effect, by the three braiioiies of the 
iegislatmc, where it is fjeclared that no 
ficennn can be confined or detained in 
prison:—That a writ of Habeas Corpus 
cannot be denied to any man:—And that, 
if any onS should be commitied without 
just cause he ought to be delivered up or 
bailed. This was at a time when the 
House was assuming to itself great powers; 
and when it was contending with the 
crown as to the power of commitment. 
The Heuse of Lords, too, had declared 
this right on the part of the Commons to 
be an assumptron of power against law: 
And in the case of Ashy and White, it lied 
been resolved, that neither House had any 
such power, so far as it was not warranted 
by act of pail lament. These Kesoluttona 
passed duiing periods of heat and conten¬ 
tion, ^nd when the House had assumed 
powers which nobody would venture to 
deny were illegally assumed. Undoubt¬ 
edly, Aic House would not go to the 
Journals of th4xI|ouse of Lords to learn 
smJiat their piivileg^were; but when they 
were called on to make a moderate use of 
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their privilegesj,^ they could hardly act 
anniis in seeihg tvhal weie the opinions of 
others on the subject of these privileges. 
Adch of the three bianches weic at all 
times anxious enough to deny such a pii> 
vilege to each othei, but they ncic all, iii 
their turub,alike c«ijir toas«rit it tothem- 
seK es. 

There 'imilur < unmstaure, too, 
vthich Oiight bt uorth) of considei ition. 

** On \^hit ground diel eiilur House claim 
this priviligc" The House of I^rds 
might assert it iti their legal capacity, but 
that House could hv claim to it only as a 
blanch of the lee'i^|atuie The light hon 
and learned gentleman who «poke last, 
had said it was nccessaiy that no slur 
should be cast on that House. Wticthey, 
however, to be in this ics| i ct more pn»- 
tected than the crowii^ The ciown co I'd 
done moie than ofdei a pios^rution iti 
case of a libel against its authvuity &o 
cOald that House without resoiling to the j 
present extiaordinaiy pinilege, Wtthout 
which they would be eijuaily piocccted 
R'nh ihe ciown—The light non. and 
learned genM^an, however, went on to 
say, that this piiwlege was agiceableto 
law, and that tlieie weie instances of com 
plaints of the kind fiom the earliest peiioJ, 
when there was any necessity fur making 
them. This he denied: as the fir'-t in^ 
stance of such a complaint was in the 
case of Hall, in the leign of 4]uecn Kli/a- 
beth. Th£ right hon and learned gentle¬ 
man had also said, th^,t th^ic had been a 
regular and nndibputed custom of com- 
miUmg on such chaiges This he must 
also deny. In the case of Ciysby and 
Oliver, the House had undoubtedly pio- 
ceeded to commitment, and thejudge had 
refused them the benefit of the Haheab 
Corpus, although it wasdeclaied to be the 
light of every man, but this they had 
done on the giound, that these two pei- 
•Okis bad been committed for an iiiftmge- 
ment of the law of parliament, which was 
Ofkfcnown. Ihis, he pre<tumcd to think 
Wat a dangerous doitnne, but he left 
It to abler hands to discuss it In the case 
of Mr. Wilkes, however, the House had 
Aot ventured to commit, tor heliadie- 
Iriated their authority. There were only 
tiro cases of the kind in wl^ich i^sist- 
ance bad been made, and in both of these 
thacommitrnenr had been prevented, Iii 
the year I080|-Mr. Stowell was oule^red to 
be committed, but he j:e5fBted the order/ 
'tfQ^the House finding itself in a dilemnsaj^ 
i^jtad that be'was uck, and could not be 


brought «p till a disbmt /ley. The other 
case was that of Mr. Wilkes, who having 
refused tft attend in consequence of the 
ordet of the flouse, the House again fixed 
the Friday lor his attendance, and to avoid 
meeruig the question, adjourned on the 
Thursdny 

The noble lord then proceeded to no¬ 
tice the case of the Keniv<h petitioner*. 
One (d these, a Mr Culpeppei, afterward* 
petitioned against a return of one of the 
inrinber^ alleging that he^^ad th< great¬ 
est numbei of legal votes, and a Coinmit- 
Ur of that House repot tc<l on his petition, 
th It he being on< of the petitioners in the^ 
srandalous Kentish petition, was not duly 
elected Could there, he asked, be a 
stronger spet nen of tin feelings of such 
a pailidmcnt, and of the danger of such 
111 di bill ary light as it f He biggcd the 
House to recollect that the two cases deci* 
*'cd by thief juslii e De Grey weie deter¬ 
mined on this ground, that the law of |ftar- 
hamfiit was unknoviii. Lord Shaftebbury 
too, was refused to be released on similar 
grounds, but from this additiojj^l^w^-ion 
dKo, tint he had been guilty of a breach of 
pi ivilege tn J tcic curia, so that his conduct 
might nave amounted to an obi'ruction. 
Were the subjects of this countiy to be 
tiled by a law which was not known^ 
Were*they even to become aljienxble to a 
secret tiibunaP If the House had a light 
to latl before them persons not members 
of the House, to answei for ihcir conduct, 
would not such persons m leahty become 
sub}i(t to a secn^t tribunal ^ Would they 
not be depiived of their fan trial by their 
eers^ become subject to a tribunal not 
ound down by thcSi>!emnity of an oath; 
and wheie the piiviicge ot counsel would 
not be allowed them ^ * 

He had felt it his duty to sny thus much 
as to what he conceived to be the law on 
this subject He b?id done so to shew 
what would be the grievous oppression to 
which the public must be.exposed, f per* 
sons, not members of tliat House, were 
liable to be so called on "and so treated. 
He hoped tfie House would recolfs^t that 
they were called on to determine a ques¬ 
tion of the most grave consideration, and 
which was so douotful in the opmion of a 
great majority of that House, Xhat they 
adjourned the consideration of it for m 
week. The wot thy baionet had not bsd 
the opportunity of hearing the observation* 
''against or of making any reply t* 
i^hem f he hoped, therefore, the Houe* 
would come to the coin»Aeiat»oft of the 
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questran not withjthe feelmgs of adrocates ferent opinion; for vhien this word came 
bnt of judges. The hon. gent.'who had to be coupled with sm applied to paitico- 
brought forward the motion stated it to be lar passages of the hon. baronet's Letter 
his object to give a check to such obser- to his Constituents, it would appear to 
Tdtiona as he had been accustomed to hear mean a resistance much more forcible and 
from the worthy bart. The hon. gent, energetic, and what was meant to lead to 
who seconded the motion stated it to be ver^ different results than those of humble 
his object to repress jacobinism; and a petitions. The hon. bart. had said, the 
third gent., or^ a former night had said, decision of the House of Commons was 
that no person could doubt as to the opi- greater than the law of the land. He had 
nions and views of sir Francis Burdett. also said : 

He trusted the House was not prepared to “ It is therefore now time to resist the 
come to a decision on so important a ques- doctfine upon which Mr. Joii^s has been 
tion with such feelings as these ; but that sent to Newgate ; or it is high time to 
they were prepared dispassionately to say, cease all pretensions to those libertiea 
whether the publication in question w'as which were acquired Ify our fore-father|» 
•i' was not a Kcamiulotis libel, reflecting after so many struggles and so many 
on the just piivileges of that House. For crifices." 

bis own pan, he thought it was not. He ** Either the House of Commons is an* 
felt, liowever. that the House was in a di- thorized to dispense with the laws of thfll 
lemma on the subject, and therefore should land, or it is not. If the constitution be 
move that the other orders of the day be of ho delicate a texture, so weak a frames 
now read. so^fragile a substance, that is to be onljr 

Lord Binnwir said he did not think it spokep of^in terms of admiration, and to 
, possible to overstate the importance of the be viewed merely as a piece of curious 
papl^^^eq^undcr the consideration of the but unprofitable workmanship ; if Magna 
House, because it attacked, in the most Charta, and all the wholesortw' laws of 
gross and violent manner, the just pnvi. England be a dead Ictte^yin that case, the 
leges of that House, without a due respect nflirnnMve of the projiifsition may be ad- 
fbr which they must soon sink into insig- niitted ; but if the constitution Jives, and 
nificance^because the present were not is applicable to its ends; namely, the 
ordinary times, nor was the hon. baronet, happiness of*the community, the perfect 
who was the author of it, an ordinary man. security of the life, liberty, and pnmerty 
The hon. baronet had, for a length of time, of each member, and of all the members 
in furtherance and support of his favourite of society, then the afl]rmative«of the pro- 
child—reform tp the representation of pnsitiun can jmver be admitted; then, 
the House of Common.s—taken every op- must we be freem^, for we need no bet- 
poriuoity lo blacken the character of the ter security, no more powerful protection 
House. From time to time, the House for our rights and liberties, than the laws 
had hea^d that they kad not a leg to stand and consfttution." 

on j and in the course of the la-st session " To these laws have a right to loolf 
the hon. bart. had even said, that the only with confidence for security; lo these 
place in which the people of F.ngland laws the individual now imprisoned hes 
were treated with contempt was in the through me applied fur redress in vain. 
House of Commons^ Some gentlemen Those who liave imprisoned him have re- 
had, in extenuation of many passages in fused to listen to my voice, weakly 
this paper, said, that ihey were npnsense; pressing the strong principles of the lair» 
he bad no inclination or intention to deny the undeniabla claims of this £nglis|li^ 
the truth of the*observation; but that, in man’s birthright Your voice may coma 
his mhid, made very little diff|rence. Cer* with more force, may cummand 
tain factV stated in a certain way, might respect, and, I am not without hope, iStik 
be equally mischievous in their tendency it may prove irresistible, if it proclalnattlF 
and eflect, whether done nonsensically or this House of Commons, as the tongiiai0f 
abilHy; and, if the House wished our ancestors proclaimed to the kings pf 
their privileges should ndt be trampled old, Nolumus lega AngUm muiare, or 
tmder foot, H was high time to assert more clear and not less forcible langaagii^ 
them. ^The noble loid had said a great Thel^wsofEnglandshaUnotbeebangoa/* 
deal on the word resist—but be bad said 1 These passagf^, he must contend, Steattt 

«mounted*on]j to this, that it rileant hum- *a resistance far D0yond the noble lord'ii 
ble petitions, ffc was, hower^r, of a diN explanation of humbid petitioof. Ihe 
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hoD. baronet had set out willi saying tlic 
House had no ^loweft to cuiumtt; there 
was, he said, no period in the history oi' 
the country, in which the House had not 
enjoyed and exercised that right, though 
he confessed it had always been exer¬ 
cised with the greatest leniency. The 
noble lord then adverted to tiic com- 
ntittal of the i«eiij»eiiger of the House by 
the lord mayor in J771. In that case 
the House oidercd Wilkes to attend, but 
he refused to do so, uule&s they sent for 
him as member for Middlesex. IJctwas 
ordered to' attend on the 8th, and they 
afterwards adjourned to the Oih, because, 
for reasons best 4(nown to themselves, 
they did nut then chuse to enter into a 
controversy with him.—In the case of 
Woodfall, who liad published a libel against 
the Speaker, Woodfall was sent for, and 
gave jup the author, John Home. Hornp 
was then sent fur, but having more wit 
about him than many other men,he desired 
to be informed whether lie was sent formas 
a witness, or on a chaigc. IIe*w.rt fold 
w'as a cliaigi: againat him, and lie 
appeared.^ Tip craprt, bi'\M-vrr, any 
further iiotrceys^iaii'ip no ciiavge could 
be made outagarns^^lum. The noble lord 
said, it would he aa ahij'^e of the time of 
the House to wa^U- moic ol it, by ondia- 
vouring to shew that ihi'; pap« r w<is a 
gross and scandalous bin I on its c hai ai tcv, 
and a«breach of its piiviLges; tin* man¬ 
ner in which the hmi. bnionet hail men- 
ttoned the Spcakti's Waiiant would bo 
conclusive on the siibj«x^c. **' '* liCt this in- 
elru!nent,4thls thing mi ^entrU, be con¬ 
trasted with the d^bPiipiion above given, 
of the propcUiPn of a lawful ^warrant. 
Does it not evidently appear that tins 
piece of unsealed paper, signed by the 
Speaker, by which an untried subject has 
been outlawed, bears no feature of lega¬ 
lity? And that from the commencement 
of this proceeding, in its progress„and to 
its conclusion, there is not one single step 
that has not been marked yvith disrespect 
for the laws—a disrespect in which all the 
parts have been wonderfully consistent 
throughout, in constituting the most nii- 
lawfuT art the mind of man can possibly 
conceive.'’ 

It would be endless to point put all the 
passages, that contained injurious aiili in¬ 
sulting reilectiuns upon the character and* 
conduct of that House, he should therefore 
consent himself with callirm the attention 
to ptie or two otlier ^;>^fagraphs which 
$tn^ him as pecuUarly calumnious. One 


was that wherein the hon. baronet ch^yges 
the lloase with the assumption of the 
power to iiiHict aibitrary and unlimited 
punishments. 

** Then, again, at, to the kind of punish¬ 
ment. If they have the absolute power 
of imprisoning and releasing, why may 
they not send their pi iisoner^ to York gaol 
aa to one in London? Why nut coniine 
men in solitary rolls, or Ibad them with 
chains and bolts? They have not gone 
these lengtlis yet; but what is there to 
restrain them, if they ard to be the sole 
judges of the extent of ihoir powers; mid 
if they are to excicise those powers with¬ 
out. any controul, and without leaving the 
parties whom they choose to punish any 
mode of appeal, any means of redress?” 

Tlieie wa^ uLo a jnssage in which the 
hon. baronet spoke of mat House as being 
the lower or inferior biMiich of the Icgisla- 
luie: ‘'They (the House) have bet nine 
the propiictors, by burgige Uinne, of the 
whole reprcsen*.iiion; and m th^n cripa- 
city, inllated with their liigh blown, faii- 
(ilul ideas of inajesly, and tricked oi^t in 
the trappings of royally, thinf^ pt^ilcge 
and protrclioii beneath tlicir dignity, as¬ 
sume the swoid of prerogative, and loid it 
equally over the King and the people.” 
His lordship said, he did iiH know the 
moaning of it; liut it was certainly a very 
great abuse of the House of (>otiinion.«. 
The hon. baronet had been pleased to rc* 
fer to the Uuinaii Satirist, who, when lash¬ 
ing the \icesof a corrupt couiitiy, particu¬ 
larly upbraids tlie abseti'ee oflceling gtue- 
rally exhibited for the suilorings of small 
men in humble stations. Ihc poor man 
may lose his goodt^^and ail his'eifecls. 
Should his house be burned to the ground, 
no one troubles himself about it; but if 
misfortune touches the great, then all par¬ 
take of the general sorrow. 

** Magna Aituiii ceo.ilit <1oiTius, iiv. 

“ Tuna geinimu!* casiwuibis; tunc odimus 

“ J'oor CoOrus cxcites nu syqjpatliy,'* &c. ^ 

This *was an insinuation the House 
has (lever deserved. He* had not heard, 
nor^couid conceive, that the llousi! ever 
oppressed a*poor man. He ccAild con¬ 
ceive a poor man committing a gross and 
scandalous lib^i on the House, and also a 
powciful man who could write a«stillnft>re 
scsyidalous libel in defence of him ; and 
as the hoii. baronet had in the House adr 
mitted that libel to be his, he thought it 
high timt^iojf the House to assert *its pri¬ 
vileges, ai;d 'he should theifefore vote for 
flie Kesolutioos. « 
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Sir S. Ronnify observcnl, that when this 
question was beftne under consideration 
he felt it to be his duty to ini|)r«HS upon 
the House, (he necessity of allowing time 
for the fullest deliberation of so important 
a subject. Since that period he had given 
it all the attention in his power : yet after 
all the consideration that he had be^tovted 
on it, he must say, that if it was true, as 
had been stated by gentUmen oppoaite, 
that he was the only person who enter¬ 
tained doubts; of those douljts hr was not 
ashamed. He liad now to congratulate 
the Hnu^e upon the disposition that was 
manifested to meet the disi’us^ion with 
that degree of temper and dcMboulion 
w^iich wob bniti'tl to it® imp<irl.incr. llo 
congia‘ii1*'f{ *1 II upon lln- cliaiv^c which 
had tah< n p.’ue in lU iri.t and feelings 
upon this qiM ciion 'they liad not that 
ni^h^ licaid of cairying it with acclamn* 
lion, 'rhorc w as happily a cessation of 
tho^c warm, indignant, and intemperate 
CiUotions, under the influence of which 
many were disposed on the flinner occa- 
*bion to precipitate the deiision. The re¬ 
sult ortlfch^ sati-iFf'clory change must he, 
that though tlie derision to which (he 
House woulJ now come, should bo the 
same decision as it would have pronounced 
upon the Ibrnier niuiih biii! it was impos¬ 
sible, but that the llotuo must dccla^ its 
determinaii. n, in a manner much more 
creditable to itself, as w'ell as more calcu¬ 
lated to acquire that respect from the peo¬ 
ple, which, upon every principle, was al¬ 
ways to* be desired! in taking into its 
consideration ilic nature of the publica¬ 
tion complained of, the House had two 
questioub/to discuss First, w'hcthcr it 
was a hbrl at all, ant', next, tvhether it 
was expedient to acquiesce in the Resolu¬ 
tions proposed. For his own part, he was 
flee to admit, that he still entertained 


I solutions, declarinflt the conduct of tho 
hon. barottet a gro'^s and scandalous of* 
fence. The House, therefore, before it 
could pronounce upon the present paper, 
must be aware that it could not, without a 
strange departure from justice, do so, with¬ 
out considering the nature of the other 
case, namely, its right to commit Mr, 
Jones. Whatever impression, therefore, 
some cxpressioics in tlie publication of the 
lion, baronet might probably make, if in 
the iiiaia view of the original question, 
that \9as (he imprisonment of Jq 
he (sir Francis) nIiouM turn out to be right, 
surely such a conchiMoii must have tbo 
efleci of mitigating the illipropriety of any 
^tiong or otfensive observations into which 
in arguing such a serious subject the hon, 
baronet might have been led.—Upon that 
original que.stion, namely, the right of thii 
Hyiisc to commit for libels, reflecting upon 
its proceedings, ho (sir Samuel) would pro¬ 
ceed witli great candour to slate the 
louhts he enb'ttained of the legality of its 
exercis?\ l>crl) aps it would be a more ap¬ 
propriate expression to say, that he doubt*" 
cd Its jostili'ilileness, the term illegal not 
being pioperly applicable body which 
u as not under the cuntroof of any superior 
jurisdu'tion.—Whatever, tlierefoic, were 
its nets, ill whatever vietv it interpreted iU 
privileged, heVas convinced that if even 
it proceeded in error, that error could alone 
be remedied in tlint House. The very 
extent of such a power shou1d,«of itself, 
recommend the most scrupulous forbear¬ 
ance in carrying 7r(fl9 practice privileges 
dependent upon very dubious grounds for 
support. 

With re^jicet to the riglit of committing 
for a libel, therefore, (t would ill become > 
him, knowing that the House so lately 
cided diflercntly, to give his opinion with- - 
out some diffidence. Had not that case 


doubts; flrst, whether this publication was been so prominently before him, he would 
a libel; and next, whether it intrenched not limit^iis expression to the term doubt, 
upon the privileges of that House. In !)ui would at once say, that he thought the 
order fairly to consider the full bearing of commitment for a libel reflecting upon the 
the question, it was absolutely necessary past proceedings of that House, was uut 
to review it, from the very circumstance justifiable. When, therefore, such an Opit 
in \Wiicti ittorigiiiated, to the iiAtions now nion was entertained by any part of thedi 
proposed. Such a course was absolutely House or of the country, it was to be fecol^ 
necessary before they (ould.justly pro- Jeeted that there was at present a person ^ 
nounee against the present publication, suffering under the exercise of the disputed' 
The hon. baronet who was Stic author o]* right, and therefore it became fl duty par* ' 
it, bad complained of a proceeding of that tieularly and deliberately to review ^ 
House against a subject of the«e realms as, meiits of that individuars case. Tahtng. 
in his offinion, highly illegal.. Another t^r granted, (indeed it had nOt Iweti dtft 
hon. member of\tlie llouse, ifIa))^aiU at lucd) that the warrant ^^der whilst,Mr- 
such complaint, had si^bmiued certain re- ^Jones was committed, wa^tsictfy copied 
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m the publication af ^ hon. faaromti that 
warrant set lurth two afitncet: fir»t» a 
Kandalaas iwd Ubellona ^attack upon the 
conduct tnd character of that Houae; 
aitdy teoondly^ a similar oflence against 
the character and conduct of some parti- 
eafar members. With respect to the first 
head of offence, aicbtiugh he had looked 
with rbe most inquisitive attention to the 
pobltcacioit for which Mr. Jones was com¬ 
mitted, he must contend, that in such 

X per there was not a single expression re- 
ctin^.iwon the conduct and chaiacter 
of that House. It ntpst certainly com¬ 
plained of the conduct of two members of 
that House, and in making them the sub¬ 
ject of a discussion in a debating society, 
putting them on their trial before persons 
who had paid their shilling for admission, 
and subjecting them to be arraigned by 
those who gratuitously itisplayed th'^ir 
eloquence in the accusation of such cha- 
ncten, was very reprehensible; but, still, 
k creuld not be construed into ^a Abel 
against the character of that House. For 
irhat were the words of Mr. Joneses pub- 
Kcation 

** WindhamxtndYorke.—British Forum, 
35, Bedfurd-Streor, Covent-Garden—Mon¬ 
day, Feb. }9> 1810,—QuestionWhich 
wasajp*eater outrage upon the public feel¬ 
ing, Mr. Yorkers enforedmeut of t)ie 
SiUnding Order to exclude Sti angers from 
Ac Honse of Commons, or Mr. Windham’s 
aaceat ar.ack upon the Liberty of the 
Pwss?** 

The gravamen of tne complaint was fur 
-anforcir^ the Standing Order for exclu¬ 
sion. Such enforcement n as the act of 
the itidividual and not of the House (mur- 
aw»a from the minis/crial benches.) From 
the mmner of the gentlemen opposite, he 
•perceived, that they did not concur in his 
laibreiicc. He, however, felt convinced 
Aat his observation was justified by the 
ttlidarstood practice of that House. He 
was fortified in that opinion by the autho- 
^of the Chair, when on a recent occa- 
•fon {the diseassion of the bye-law of Lin- 
•rtfl^s-Ina,) it was communicated to a 
^Sht bon. friend of his (Mr. Windham,) 
that the proprieCy of enforcing it could 
net become a question of debate. The 
only point, hr vmch the House ggve its 
eencurrence or was at all consulted was 
upon the first day of the Sessions, wben it 
a g ra ej l to tb« Standing Order. But the, 
■uecaedbig paramph ,fdf tiio paper fully 
pievcd, that mj^ Oratemplation of thrs 
mdlior, the a ua l w ire espressad’ by no 


mdans apply to the House bet lo the in¬ 
dividual member. Thai paragraph was; as 
fbllowsc— 

Last Monday, after an iatoresting 
discussion, it waa unanimously decide^ 
that the enforcement of the Standing 
Orders by shutting out Strangers from the 
gallery of the House of Commons, ought 
to be censured as an tnsidtous and lU-timed 
attack upon the liberty hf the press, as 
tending to aggravate the discontents of 
the people, and to render their represen¬ 
tatives objects of jealous silspicion.” 

Observe, then, how carefully, and hi 
what a jealous manner the opinion which 
the sentence went to convey, was expresa- 
ed. Why was it so guaraed ? only 
prove that it< censure went to affect the 
individual members, and was not at all in¬ 
tended to apply to the character or con¬ 
duct of that House. Moreover, it was 
evident, that the censure was not levelled 
at the Order of that House. No such in¬ 
tention could be supposed. The attack 
was made upon its enforcement at that 
most particular moment, when the public 
mind was vigilantly directed'to *^0 pro¬ 
ceedings of Parliament; and as that en¬ 
forcement could only be the act of an in¬ 
dividual, it was impossible to say that m 
the publication there was a single syllable 
affecting or reflecting upon the character 
of the House, unless it was attempted to 
be held that its chaiacter was committed 
with the conduct and character of evevy 
individual member. Though such wav 
his sincere conviction upon that part of 
the case^ he trusted that no person would 
consider him as in any degiee justifying 
the nature of this 'Attack upon sheoe two 
hon. members (Messrs. Yorke and Wind¬ 
ham). lie would go further, and dtate 
his opinion, that such a publication 
amounted to a libel against the nidividiials 
mentioned, inasmuch as it imputed by 
inuendo, very improper motives to their 
conduct. 

But then, in reverting to the warrant 
under which Mr. Jones* was confined, it 
Wiiuld be found, that though one branch 
of his ofleKce was stated to consist in li¬ 
belling the conduct and character of ftet- 
ticular memberr, still it was not speemd 
that it was for conduct pursued by tlMm 
ipitbin that House. Next, with respacMo 
the remedy which a person so Qomarft*<ed 
possessed. Although it was true, M in 
the caM of Alderman Crosby,* that Ae 
court^i wTow would not inllerfoM, upon the 
grottnd that they knew* nothing about the 
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privi4e^«f ^ If itvMm 

in ^ warrant w comwiitmitt* 
what thoaa priWI^^ea wara^ andi in> wlM 
tbeir alledgad riolatioii consrated^ Wat it 
JMt redsombl^ to pratame that tha indivi- 
dcn( latght be relieved by HabeasCorpwt? 
ifa p pote, for instance, that a man wM 
committed by the House for sayingv (bat 
Bai»knot<>fl Imd depreciated in value, and 
that they had Chosen to declare it a braoeh 
of pnn>eje?c. Would it be maintained 
that such a person would not be relteTCd 
by Habeas CSrpus. Indeed, from every 
mew which he was able to take of the 
ifnestiorr, he could not restrict himself to 
say, that he merely doubted, but must 
avow that be entertained very strcmg 
doubts of the power of that Hou^e, to cora*- 
mii for libels affecting its past proceed¬ 
ings. He, at the same time, Ailly ad¬ 
mitted that such a right was possessed by 
Ihem, in order to putiisfa all breaches of 
wivilege which Went to obstruct the per- 
mrmance of their many sacred and im- 
poitant duties. Such obstructions, how- 


im 


orer 
the 


f musyiot operate in an indirect way, 
ley must at once tend to pioduce that 
with which they were charged as intend¬ 
ed (o produce. There were numerous 
cases where the authority of the House 
Would be debarred, unless it had the 
power to prevent thesodirectimpediments 
to the exercise of its duties. Such nete 
f^e refusal of witnesses to attend, or an¬ 
swer interrogatones put to them. Such 
Were all attempts to intimidate members 
in the* votes they sliouid give. Unless 
the House had m such cases the^ power of 
proceeding by the summary way of com- 
lYHtnient for contempt, there could be no 
unbiassed decision. 

The power of commitment for censur¬ 
ing past proceedings, was far different m 
ita nature and consequences. It was in 
contradiction to the most sacred and im^ 
portant principles of positive law. It con¬ 
founded in the same tribunal the discord¬ 
ant charectersof party,accutter and judge. 
It deprived the accused of that which 
every legal junsdictioii secured to Ijim, 
tlib powA of being heard in^tia own de- 
iWice, It %rent to decide upon the con¬ 
duct of thekeeused wnhouh sowing him 
•estate Ms own consttuctioti, and in hiv 
•Ataenee, the judgcfi who were to decide, 
UHere naeb engaged in putting an aggra- 
viied imerpretatlmi updnr hb fpeaning. 
Ile^sididtnusrbeat^lmowwhaVhe himself 




end aMatdng, waf to be 
snb«6tuted» Wa* there, he wonhi atk, 
one jedge in toe courts Mow, who nwuld 
dei^ to «it todiridual thul shuated, ton 
righnef beSi^ heard in his own defbnoc, 
or inr toe denial of iueh a nghe would ven¬ 
ture to adopt hk wwd constrection of the 
condacf of the accused ? Let the House 
pause, then, and reject upon the course it 
was now acting! Let it recollect that it 
was proceeding against tbw hon, baronet, 
watMt haring eKamined a singkt witness, 
witlfDot the power of exmmniBrjgeuUi 
oath, aejudgea of the faw aniTef thsTtoct, 
and without that power of appeal Mug 
allowed, which the aedbsad in all the apli? 
aa^ courts of justice possess. 

But even allowing that in ve^ y eafirMr^ 
dinary cases this power should be vested 
in the House of Commons, shll he 
contend that where the necessity ceasoto 
theie the privilege ceased aho. In tod 
case of Mr. alderman Crosby, what was 
the language of chief justice Be $fey ? 
He afgued that such a power was* legal 
because it was necessary.' Was it ttot 
then strictly justifiable in him to assuton 
the convene of that proposition; 'namely, 
that when it is not necessary according to 
the interpretation of that judge it was tfol 
legal ? Where, then, was ih« necessliy 
(oi putting lAto practice a disputed priys* 
lege for an alled^d offence, cogipM)la,by * 
the courts of law ? A ri|tot hop^g^* 
on the former night ofthie dwoto^ioo^lid' 
stated that thejewels of that Hduae , 
not to be circumifiTibed by the exact aod 
at tidcial rule of evidence ootorvedip OOtl|to 
of subordinate jufisdictiom The i^lWiipon 
which lie (Sir Samuel) conceived .titoS 
Hou^e were bound" to regulate their dd^ , 
sions, were compral^iuled withiik.aO 
definition. They ware rolea above toitol 
and all cour# whatsoever, by vtoioh 
the fallibility of human nature att ito ff{» 
bunalsvshould be governed. Hio 
that had the powers to dim&se wito f 
was far above, ua, uninfidenced 
prejudices of human passions, or the mptt 
denngaofhdinan reason. 


meatof vm rVfus^ to be h 
oonstrudson of todae wbo* were 
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opposite, that for tbaexerc 
vilege the precedents upon . ^ 
were innumerable. He should 
know where they wemto|g^ ll; 
•dcr to ascertain 
case in which this ^ivjto^pft 
Lfor hbelsupoxipeto 
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look place in the yeat 1380* egainat Ar* 
thar Hall. It was* indeed* rather extra* 
ordi^iary to refer to such a period for pre- 
cedents^ and not kss to 8x upon that par* 
ticular case. One would have thought* 
that the reigns of the Tudors wet e not the 
times best calculated to illustrate the sa¬ 
cred security in nhich our ancestors had 
held the privileges of parliament* and the 
liberties of the people. One would have 
supposed at least* that those* now so te¬ 
nacious ot the piivileges of that House* 
—ivQuId be.^w in referring to the reigu of 
a monarchwho told the House of Com¬ 
mons not to trouble itself with matters of 
State* and who u\jon another occasion 
dispatched a messenger to that Hou8e*com* 
manding it not to proceed further in a 
public transaction* m which it was en¬ 
gaged. 

But revelling to«the ca^ of Hall-rr 
He was not alone scnteticed to an im¬ 
prisonment for SIX months, but fined 
dOO marks* and was to undergo a fiir- 
ther undefined imprisonment unless he 
should make such a retractation as suited 
the taste of his Maje-sty’s Chancellor 
of the Excheuucr* Comptroller of the 
House-hold* anu 'the two Secretaries of 
State. If* then* su( h a proceednuc was 
tjie precedent for th \t House to adopt and 
act upon in the piesentcase* were the hon. 
gentlemen opposite prepared to act upon 
the whole case; because* most certainly* 
if from si^h authority they drew the 
right to commit, why not to inflict fines* 
and demand retractaiwus suited to the 
taste of his Majesty’b ministers* under p in 
of continued and unlimited imprison- 
m<snt? If the existence of pcecedents 
wu all that was wanted* he could rc* 
fci; thepi to many*->-to cases wheie the 
Qouse of Commons had adjudged per¬ 
sons for a ^breach of its privileges* to 
hard labour in jails* to imprisonment 
fiitr life* and to the case of two, men, 
Wto were placed upon the same horse* 
Wtf^Uteir faces towards tlip tail* thus ex¬ 
hibited to the derision and contempt of the 
populace. Still there was no analogy in 
the breaches of privilege thus punished 
and in ^he case of libel. Indeed* there 
was the au^ority of Mr. Hatsell* that 
fjpom the period of Hall until die time of 
the Long Parliament* an interval of ^ixty 
years* inis privilege against libel was notu 
called ipto pi aclice. And it was most mis¬ 
taken language to call these cases prece- 
d^ts* in the legal signification in which' 
UHf was yn^ri^ood. They were not 


sucb-*-tbey were the mere exerewea of 
authority* and not the solemn decidons of 
ajudiciu tribunal* upon a case fully and 
temperately argu^ and decided * upon. 
He knew very well that in the year 163i> 
in the struggles between tfikt House and 
the House of Lords* Resolutions of astrong 
nature were adopted by the former. It 
was then Resolved* That to .print or 
publish any books or libels i^eflecting upon 
; the pioceedingsof the House of Commons* 
or of any member thereof, for or relating 
to his seivice theiciii*js a'bigh violation 
of the lights and privileges of the House 
of Commons.'^ Butsurely it was not upon 
a Resolution of that House they would pro¬ 
ceed to invade the liberty of the subject. 

The learned gentleman next proceeded 
to leview the modern cases of Crosby and 
Flower* and contended* that they were no 
authniities for the present case. In the 
former there was no publication, and 
that of course decided nothing. Nei¬ 
ther did the lefusal of the judges ptove 
any thing m support of such privile¬ 
ges. They refused to interfere because 
they were ignorant of them. con¬ 

sidered them as described by sir Edward 
Coke* as those privileges looked after by 
so many* but which no man could find ; 
and that no judge could dischaige an in- 
tlividi^l charged in execution by another 
court* and that it was impossible to lelieve 
thobc who sought their lemedy by another 
law than that by which they were com¬ 
mitted. Wiib lespect to the case of 
Flower, the Editor of the Cambridge news¬ 
paper* he was committed by the House of 
Luids, for a libel on an individual of that 
body (the bishop of L^ndafL) and ^idered 
to pay a fine. Was the House in the pre¬ 
sent case prepared to say, that was on 
analogous precedent ? Would they say 
that they possessed the right to fine ai 
well as to confine ? But the right hon. 
the Cbancetloi ol the Exchequer had ad¬ 
verted to the opinion ot lord Kenyon* when 
an applHVtion was made to the Court of 
King's Bench, in behalf of Flower* for a 
Hab as Corpus. That noble lord did then 
think piopei to introduce into the preli¬ 
minary observations to his decision* that 
if ever the timp should come that any ma¬ 
lignant* any factious* any bad rniyi* should 
wish to overtnen the constitution of the 
country* the first step he would take* hg 
dared to say, would be by attacking the 
Isourta of justjee* and the privilege^ of the 
Houses ofiifarliament (Louc^ciies of hear» 
hear* ftbm the Mmistenal benches.) 
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Would fh« bon. gtntleiAen coniitrte court,tfa6iighubjQrati6nml^t be required 
their cheering wnen they learnt that the in tlife apiritu^ courts. CouM it reasona- 
noble judge thought proper to ifttroduee bty be required that a man should consent 
this observation upon the caw of a man to his own hnmitiation. so far as to ac« 
committed, not for an attack upon the knowledge, for instance, that he had pre* 
privileges of any court of justice, or of varicated ? And here he alluded to a case 
either House of Parliament, but for a libel that dbcurred last session, tliat of general 
upon an individual. Indeed, whoever re- Clavering, where the person commuted 
viewed thoseobservatioiHofthatuoblclord, had refused to make any such declaration, 
in which Instated his icfusal to the apph* and that refusal at least, in his opinion, 
cation for a Habeas Corpus, could notconsi- did him honour. Such men might very 
derItasthccalm,deliberate,soberdetennU possibly believe themselves innocent; 
nation of a leaded judge, sitting m judg- and^wnatever the House ndgi^tikJjidAwe*^ 
ment upon the personal liberty of a sub- them to declare, they could not make them 
ject. When the following observation, alter the opinion. But this was not di- 
with whirh he concluded, was fully ton- rectly to the present question. Thinking 
wlered, it was impossible to allow such a the author of the paper complained of, 
precedent to ha\e weight with any unpre- tight in the main proposition, thotigh be 
juditod tribunal. *' Having heard it ar- confessed that the language appeared to 
giied, I am ot opinion that the party must be in some parts intemperate, he cotdet 
be remanded—beyond all doubt, unless not agree that it deserved any censure at 
wc wish to overact all the law of parlia- all. Some of the passages he did not well 
ment;—unless ne chu^e to lend our hand understand, but be could not therefore 
to do that most sacrilegious act, to endea- join iji tjie opinion of the noble lord' 
vour to overthrow the constitution of the (Binning) who owned that he did not 
country, this person must be remanded.'* known their meaning, but still thought 
That coultf only be consideied the Ian- they must mean some abuse of the House, 
guage and decision of one member of that If the hon. baronet really thought that an 
body, whose commitment was complained injustice had been committed in imprison- 
of, and of one judge, for it did so happen, mg a British subject, it could not have 
that when the case was argued Mr. justice been expected that he should speak of thia 
l,awrcnce was absent fiom indispo'-ition, \yith perfeef calmness, and theie somp 
and Mr. justice Le Blanc sat at Nisi Prius, allowance ought certainly to be ftiad#i^ 
in Guildhall. It was upon these gtounds Theie was a case, which if it had*been 
that he (sir entertained such strong that of an individual, he would«have cited 
doubts of the justidableaess of that piivi- in the way of aajirgumenium ad homtH€m» • 
lege, winch went *to declare as libels all The House of Coinrilons in the case of tha 
censures upon the past proceedir\gs of that Aylesbury election, in a paper elf Reasons 
House. There was no man w ho would drawn up by that Committee, agreed to 
deny that that Hous«*ought to be under by the Hftuse, and sent up to the Lords, 
the controul of public opinion. When, had used language nuich more violent ttf • 
therefore, the expression of a popular and the House of Lords than any that blA 
constitutional jealousy chanced to wander been used respecting themselves in thW 
into libel, the trial of the offence ought to publication now complaiiied He re^ 
be submitted to those ttibunals, where an extract from the paper, which was tt| 
those who wcie to pronounce the verdict substance—'' That the House of CommeoS' 
were peiiher parlies nor accusiy's. So did not wonder that their lordships, aRar 
impressed was he with the puiity of such the encroachments which they hra mad# 
doctrine, that Ire should fee) it tub^his upon the constitution, now wished 
duty, at no remote day, to move tor >he overturn the whole frame of it; thattha 
lit^ration^of Mr. Jones, without expecting House found that under the specious p lra* 
him to pieseiit that kind ol petition which text of a regard to public freedoaOj tndw 
had been consideied usual on such occa- lordships endeavoured to draw thw tiftCtr^ 
sioits. • minqtion of liberty and proper^ itltb the 

It could not, he observed, rcasonat^jy bottomless and insatiable ^tph of ifceir 
be considered as necessary that a person own privileges, which tetued to swallow 
committed should consent to a formal ab-. up the lights of both crown and people/* 
juration*of the opinion which had given He asked whether there was any thing in 
oilencr, befor4 he was dtscKl^^iU.^ This tthe publication now ^mmplained of oqOat 
was not thougliU necessary in any civrf to the violence of tEdklanguage ^ If 0 
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private person had''made me of the lan¬ 
guage be had joat quoted, it might have 
been jnaCty said, that it was not for him to 
be rash in Complaining of intemperate 
expressions. 

He next adverted to tnc invidious re¬ 
ference which had been made to tHIPpast 
isonduct of sir £'- Ilurdett, he not being 
present to defend himself, fiuch an irre¬ 
gular proceeding would of itself, in a 
cour^of law, be considered, if peisevered 
ip, as a contempt. The hon. baronet was 
—“ttr***^ ?. stranger, except in as f&r as 
he had observed his public conduct; and 
therefore it could uot be supposed that he 
was influenced by ^uy other consideration 
than a regard to duty in the course which 
he felt himself bound to pursue. It had 
been remarked by a right hon. and learn¬ 
ed gent, (the Master of the Rolls), that the 
question had been forced on the House, 
and the House was bound to decide upon 
St. This would have been correct if, it 
had been asserted of any of the cou|*ts be¬ 
low. They must decide if their opinion 
was called for. Their rule was fiatjuttitia 
—they must pronounce whatever might 
be their opinion of consequences. 'Jhat 
House, however, was under no such obliga¬ 
tion. It was not bound to decide because 
an individual reading a publication in the 
morning, which appeared (o him very 
* ofientive, had brought it in the evening 
before the Houpe<^aDd he thought this a 
case on which it would be better not to 
adopt any proceeding, ev^ if, by a se¬ 
vere ccmstruction, it ^Ouja be contended 
that privilege had been violated. In mat¬ 
ters of authority, as well as in religion, 
severity against heresy only served to in¬ 
crease the number of its disciples. After 
the late decision of the House, this was no 
lAiiie to provoke discussions respecting its 
Xutbority. He did not mean to say that 
gientlemen had not voted conscientiously 
ion the subject of the Kxpedit4on''t to the 
^teheldt; but unfortunately in that instance 
itf dcciaioii was contrary to the opinion of 
flmBatidniB ^neral. He asked whether 
gentlemen themselves were not satisfied 
that this was the case ? The hon. and 
learned gent, concluded by observing that 
he would vote for the order of the day. 

Mr. tSi^hen, when he heard thq able 
eloquent speech of his hon. and learn- 
friend, to which he had listened with 
cdtoiratlon, if not with conviction, felt 
^tHie account he gave of what he statec^ 
kh b' former night,/eas correct, viz. thati 
dti ftt thht o d this wiyt or was not a 


libel. He gave no deqfd^d ophiion on 
that occasion, and there was hardly any 
thing in <»hat he had just said inconsist¬ 
ent with his manly character. If any 
thing could have added to the respect hie 
felt for him, it would be the contemplation 
of the generosity with which be sopported 
tliu cause of one whom he coiicoiv^ to be 
an injured individual, in opposition to what 
he understood to be tlie general opinion of 
the House. But the last topic which bis 
hoii. ami learned friend had introduced, had 
b( Iter have been omitted, Ss it tended to 
provoke disunion, and to prevent the in¬ 
fluence of his own argunoent. Even 
though it were admitted (which he did not 
admit) Uiat the decision of the House or 
the late Inquiry, was routrary to that of 
the nation in general, it did nut therefoie 
follow that the House sibould abstain fiom 
supporting its own privileges. If it were 
true that the House had fallen into dis¬ 
credit, it was not likely to be lai&ed again, 
by the admission that a British subject had 
been unjustly committed with the as!»ent 
of both sides of the House. His hon and 
learned friend was not pres(f|it lit that 
time; but then he was loo well convinced 
of his love of justice to doubt, that if he 
had thought the act wTong, he would 
have taken the earliest opportunity Co 
moveMiat the prisoner should be discharg¬ 
ed. 

He had listened with the most peculiar 
attention to the speech of his hon. and 
learned friend, because he expected to 
have found in it something precise upon 
a point which the noble lord m'ar him 
(lord Ossulston) had lefl in a very vague 
state, namely, as too^hc bounds between 
what was, and was not a libel. He had 
endeavoured, but in vain, to ascertain wHie- 
ther his hon. and learned friend did, or 
did not, think this publication libellous, 
if he did not consider it a libel, then the 
greater part of what he had said was re¬ 
levantif hedid consider It in that light, 
then the' greater portion of his elaborate 
argument did not apply.' His hon. and 
leari cd friend meant to say that this wai 
no libel; i^hat he must defenvl was the 
assertion, not that tho Hosue bad no 
power to commit for censure tm their pas4 
proceedings, but that it had no pow^ to 
intprison in any case. The argument was 
that the House had no right to cornriHtin 
any case without a trial. 'Fhe assertion 
was, uot that the Hou-e had erreh in tho 
exorci^e4!iPa* just right, bufit was argued 
syilogisticsdly, that we Home had no right 
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to fine w MOj^ritfui in any ctM. His luMi. 
anii lesmed iki&d, ^owcver^ vkmkiod^ 
that, ia certain cosesr Houaeibad the 
right of coaiatilUng to prison. His hon. 
and learned friend hMewd, that bo wovld 
move, that Mr. Joites should be discharg* 
ed. If he could bring the House to agree 
with him in discharging the prisoner, 
upon the ground that the House bad no 
right to comnfit him, then he (Mr* S.) 
thought that he ougiit not to stop there, 
but that he ougiU to moee ibr an address 
to the crown, fo make seme compensation 
to Mr. Junes for the time he had been 
imprisoned. He did not bowerer think 
the House would agree to discharge him 
gn any such ground; but if it vshould, 
then he himself should think it his duty to 
move for an address of this kind. 

His hun. and learned friend had next, 
discussed the question. Whether Mr. 
Jones had been properly committed ? 
Those who argued that his committal 
was unjustitiablc, appeared to him to deny 
the principle on which the argument 
in his opinion, must rest. He did not 
know how To defend the justice of the act, 
except upon authority, and the custom of 
parliament. This, however, in his opi¬ 
nion, was the obvious and proper ground; 
and being borne out by the best autbo< 
rities and the custom of parliament, he 
had no hesitation in saying, that the pro¬ 
ceeding. was completely within the juris¬ 
diction of the House. His hon. and learn¬ 
ed friend, however, had rejected autho¬ 
rity. *He bad ai^aigned lord Kenyon of 
precipitation in the case of the king and 
Flower, and had laboured to overturn the 
authurity* upon a gt;Qund which had been 
generally considered as adding strength to 
an^utliority, namely, that the Judge had 
immediately declared the matter to be so 
clear that it was not necessary tohear itar- 
gued at length. He had not been able to 
find in the pamphlet'itself the reasons for 
setting aside these authorities; but now 
precipiuiinn in a judge, deciding- upon 
a great constitutional question, in which 
the liberty of the subject was so maternity 
concerned, was specifically afledged. 

Supposing, however, that this objection 
could have availed, how oould his bon. 
and learned friend get rid of the decision 
of the Court of Common Pleas ^ Tjiat 
court bad decided in the same way in the 
case of Crosby, and had expressed its opi-^ 
nion inThe strongest and most^istioct lan- 
guage.--*Tbe*JudgeB stated ti»^ey could. 
not tstke cognoance of the case> as it def- 


aoi on conuMm htv, but oil 
\iifs, conmttido parffoiMMi^he cmtomiMhi 
law of parliameint, of which the Hojaie* 
of parliament themselves were the scia 
judges. This case of Crosby, therefor^ 
ha contended, was a clear and distinct au*> 
thgril|||f for the steps that had been taken 
in thecases of Flov^er. and Jones. 

The modern authorities appeared to him 
to have been denied, for no other reason 
that he saw, except that they were mo¬ 
dem. But even the ancient authorities 
hadenot been fairly stated. to n. , 

baronet had in his pamphlet rewnea ayt 
logistically on the remarks of jord 
that no court, not of r«4<»rd,had the poilW 
offineand imprtsonnaent. Kowlonf Qq^ 
applied this only to the ordinal^ couid^ 
as evidently appeared from his. Foow 
Institute, wherein he stated, that tfapjtedglii 
yere not to V^ke cognisance of the deifi^ , 
sioiis of parliament, which were governed ' 
not by the common law but by the custom 
oPparliainent. And in another part of 
the 8dine*liistitute he said, that the Bousft 
of Commons bad the power of Judicatunb 
and he dud cases from the time of Eli? 
eabeth. to prove this. 

But then his hon. and learned friend had 
maintained, that little weight could be al« 
lowed to authorities taken from time* 
when the House was treated with no great 
respect by the sovereign. The argument * 
would have been go<^ for something, if 
this question had related to the prerogative 
of the crown, ^ut it was nothing wiidi 
reference to fbl'"^bject now under oon- 
sideration—the power of parliament ip (la* 
fending ,it3>own privileges. The infeiv 
ence, therefore, was rather in favour of , 
view of the subject^^ The power was. sp ' 
clearly understood, too, that the Hpmpi* 
had exercised it, even at a time wheUr^V 
was so narrowly watched by the crmjjm.. 
His hon* and learned friend had *tU) rt« 
lied oifthe case of Mr. Hall, cited by IqijS 
Coke; and contended that the addhiiiwis 
there to the punishment of imprisoning^ 
rendered it of no avail as' a precett^p^ 
But it did not follow, because there 
other circumstances'connected with . 
exercise of the authority of the ijonn^lh 
that case, that the House had no 
commit at all* Mr. Stephen then, 
tionSd another of the c*seB, 

>was committed fur assaulting jtiiaeinbef*^^ 
the House. All those were cited.:by.'t^ 
Coke, to shew that the House, hoff 
power which the ho^batnnet had dwfd*' 

As to, the ii^retKa deduced 
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private person had made om of the *{ 00 - 
guage be bad jutt qaoted> it might have 
beea justly said, that it was not for him to 
be rash in Complaining of intemperate 
expressions. 

He next adverted to the invidious re¬ 
ference which had been made to thd^ast 
conduct of sir F. Burdett, he not being 
])»re5cnt to defend himself. Such an irre¬ 
gular proceeding )voii]d of itself, in 0 
court of law, be considered, if pci severed 
in# as a contempt. The hon. baronet was 
il*?. stranger, except in as ftfr as 
he had observed his public conduct; and 
therefore it could not be supposed that he 
was influenced by ^uy other consideration 
than a regard to duty in the course which 
he felt himself bound to pursue. It had 
been remarked by a right hon. and learn¬ 
ed gent, (the Master of the Rolls), that the 
question had been forced oa the House, 
and the House was bound to decide upon 
it. Tilts would have been correct if^ it 
had been asserted of any of the ^oui^ts be¬ 
low. They must decide if their opinion 
was called for. Their rule w^sfiat justitia 
-^hey must pronounce whatever might 
be their opinion of consequences. '1 hat 
House, however, was under no such obltga- 
tion. It was not bound to decide because 
an individual reading a publication in the 
morning, which appeared to him very 
offensive, had brought it in the evening 
before the Housc-^aud he thought this a 
case on winch it would be better not to 
adopt any proceeding, evep if, by a se¬ 
vere construction, it dbuid be contended 
Uiat privilege had been violated. In mat¬ 
ters of authority, as well as in religion, 
severity against heresy only serl^ed to in¬ 
crease the number of its disciples. After 
the late decision of the House, this was no 


libel. He gave no deq^ed* opinion on 
that occasion, and there was hardly any¬ 
thing in Hvhat he had just said inconsist¬ 
ent with his manly character. If any 
thing could have added to the resfiect be 
felt for him, it would be the contemplation 
of the generosity with which be supported 
tiic cause of one whom he conceived to be 
an injured individual, in opposition to what 
he uiideistood to be the general opinion of 
the House. But the last topic which his 
hon. and learned friend had introduced, had 
better have been omitted, Ss it tended to 
provoke disunion, and to prevent the in¬ 
fluence of bis own argument. Even 
though it were admitted (which he did not 
admit) that the decision of the House oa 
the late Inquiry, was contraiy to that of 
the nation in general, it did not therefoie 
follow that the House should abstain from 
supporting its own piivilcges. If it were 
true that the House had fallen into dis¬ 
credit, it was not likely to he laised again, 
by the admission that a British sub)ect had 
been unjustly committed with the assent 
of both sides of the House. His hon and 
learned friend was not presflit SF that 
time; but then he was too well convinced 
ofhisloveof justice to doubt, that if he 
had thought the uct wrong, he would 
have taken the earliest opportunity to 
movethdt the prisoner should be discharg¬ 
ed. 

He had listened with the most peculiar 
attention to the speech of his hon. and 
learned friend, because he expected to 
have found in it sometbing precise upon 
a point V'hich the noble lord iwar hin> 
(lord Ossulston) had Ictl in a very vague 
state, namely, as tov/he bounds between 
what was, and was not a lihel. He liad 
endeavoured, but in vain, to ascertain wlie- 


tinae to provoke discussions respecting its 
•mitbority. He did not mean to say that 
gentlemen had not voted conscientiously 
Mtbe subject of the Expedition"* to the 
tfcboldt; but unfortunately in that instance 
its deeiskm was contrary u the opinion of 
tile nktion in general. He asked whether 
fKmlemeii themselves were not satisfied 
Mat this was the ease? The hon. and 
teamed gent, concluded by observing that 
lie would vote for the order of the day. 

Mr. Stephen, when he heard th^able 
oM eloquent speech of his hon. and learn- 
'«d fHend, to which he had listened with 
'•dmiratloti, if not with conviction, felt 
the account he gave of .what be stalei^ 
former nigM jras correct, via. that, 
lltMihhted wheflCer this or was not a 


ther his hon. and learned friend did, or 
did not, think this publication libellous, 
if he did not consider it a libel, then the 
greater part of what he had said was re¬ 
levant ;^if he did consider It in thai light, 
then the * greater portion of his eUborate 
argument did not apply.* His hon. and 
learned friend meant to say that this was 
no libel; >(hat he must defend was She 
assertion, not that tho Hosue had no 
power to comenit for cen»uro cm their past 
proceedings, but that it had n» powdl- to 
imprison in any case. The argument was 
that the House had no right to commit in 
,auy case without a tiial. The asaertioii 
was, not th^the Hou^e had erreS in the 
exerci^e^a just right, buf it was argued 
syUegUticatly,.that»e Houio bad ao right 
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*to iiaa^«r 'm^v^uin any case. Iii« bon. ^m^vi not pa tb« ccHiHiMm to, hmt m 
and Jearoed iki&df bemever, admktoid^ tfaoF^owiiieliiifr c aato m wl 

that, ia certain easel, the Hpuaobad.ii^ lair «f pkriiameiit, of which the Hmnea 
right of committing to prison. His bon. of i^arliament themselves were the lole 
and learned friend hadeaid, that he would judges. This case of Crosby, therefuitu . 
move, that Mr. Jones should be diicharg* be cootonded, was a clear and distinct an- 
ed. If he could brings the House to agree tfaon||t<for the steps that had been taken 
with him in discharging the prisoner, in the cases of FioWer and Jones, 
upon the ground that the House had no The modern authorities appeared to him 
right to coiuofit him, then he (Mr. S.) bo have . been denied, lor no other reason 
thought that he ought not to stop there, that he saw, except that they were 
but that he ouglit to move fbr an address deni. But even the ancient authorities 
to the croam, 6 make soma compensation hadanot been fairly stated. 
to Mr. Junes for the time be had been baronet had in his pamphlet reaioned syU 
imprisoned. He did not however think logistically on the remarks of lord Colm^ 
the House would agree to discharge him that no court, notofTeibord,had the powtf 
liuany such ground; but if it .^should, offtne and imprisonment. KowlonfCpbn 
then be himself should think it his duty to applied this only to the ordinary eputti# 
move for uii address of this kind. as evidently appeared from bis Foai^ 

His hon. and learned friend had next Institute, wherein he stated, Uutttfaejn<)g||^ 
discussed the question. Whether Mr. yere not to cognisance of the dedi« 
Jones had been properly committed? sions of parliament, which were governed 
Those who argued that his committal not by the common law but by the custom 
was unjustitiaLlc, appeared to him to dettv of*parliament. And in another part of 
the principle on which the argument the sdlne*instiiute he said, that the Bouse 
in his opinion, must rest. He did not of Commons had the power of Judicature, 
knowrtowVo defend the justice of the act, and he ifi'ted cases from the time of Flir 
except upon authority, and the custom of sabeth. to prove this, 
parliament. This, however, in bis opi- But then his hon. and learned friend had 
iiion, was the obvious and proper ground; maintained, that little weight could be al^ 
and being borne out by the best autho- lowed to authorities taken from times 
rities and the custom of pariiamt^nt, ho when the House was treated with no greet 
had no hesitation in saying, that the pro- respect by the sovereign. The arguinsi^ « 
cording, was completely within the juris- would have been good for somethtag, if 
diction of the House. His hon. and learn- this question had related to the prerogative 
cd fiieiid, however* bad rejected autho- of the crown. But it was nothing with 
rity. 'He had ai*laigned lord Kenyon of reference to fhk'^bject now under con- 
precipitution in the case of the king and sideration*»the power of parliament ip de* 
Flower, and had laboured to overturn the fending , its ,Awn privileges. The inior* 
authorlt)*, upon a gi;^nd which had been ence, therefore, was rather in favour of hw 
generally considered as adding strength to view of the subject.. The power wa* sb * 
an^uthoritv, namely, that the Judge had clearly understood, too, that the 
immediately declared the matter to be so had exercised it, even at a time wbcatf 
clear that it was not necessary to hear itar- was so narrowly watched by the cro?iyis«, 
gued at length. He had not been aole to His hon. and learned friend had .still, 
find in the pamphlet' itself the reasons for lied oiTthe case of Mr.'Hall, cited byjoito 
setting aside these authorities; but now Coke; and contended that the addit|jcvw 
precipitation in a judge, decimng upon there to the punishment of imprisumiHttt 
a great constitutional question, in wjiich rendered it of no avail as a prece^li^ 
the liberty of the subject was somater^^Ily But it did not follow, because there 
concenicpd, was specifically afiedged. other circumstances-connected with dip. 

Supposing, however, that this objection exercise of the authority of the 
could have availed, how could his hon. that case, that the House had no ppWji(Hf*ta. 
and learned friend get rid of the decision commit at all. Mr. Stephen dsen 
of the Court of Common Pleas? Tjiat tionid another of the cases, where a ‘ 
court had decided in the same way in the 'was committed for assaulting .a 
case of Crosby, and had expressed its opi-. the House. All these were cited 
nion in^hc slroncest and mostdistipet Ian-1 Coke, to shew that the House Ipto |||0 
guage.—TheVudges staled fttaEftey could [ power which the hofv barqnet had 
net take cognuance of the case, as it dtf-1 As to. the toreme ^ 



4 « 1 ] TAUL. DjSMTiSr Arfta .1 81 o.—]Ur. Laibridgc’t Coniplavu [49ii 


not beiug a cojirt of record^ Mr- Stephen 
expressed his surprise that of all n^en lord 
Coke should have been cited in support 
of that argument—-when it might have 
been fourfd by an examijiatitm of 
Precedents^ that lord Coke had wished that 
the tongue mi^ht cleave to the rooCfif his 
mouth who said that this House was not a 
court of recoid« or that it had not the 

E ower of judicatuic. It unquestionably 
ad that power, according to the autho¬ 
rity of lord Cuke, in certain cases. Now, 
it was not fair, to publi<>h partial citations 
td fASHe the public imagine that so 
great an authority as lord Coke was in 
Hivour of those wbi argued that the House 
had no power to imprison. The modern 
decisions, he believed were admitted to 
be on his side. He understood his learned 
friend to have said, that the courts below 
did not commit for^ libels a** contempt. 
To disprove this, Mr.Stenheh cited Black- 
stone, who stated that the courts had the 
power of Summary committal generally 
for any attack on the past conduct 6f the 
judges in the discharge of their duties. 
This would have been a strong Ihithority 
in his favour as far as analogy went, even 
if no precedents bad existed. 

Mr. Stephen expressed his astonishment 
that those, who were peculiarly attached 
to the democratical part of our constitu¬ 
tion, should be willing to allow thi's 
House to be trampled upon, or to go 
begging for protection to the courts of 
]atv, connected as its privileges uere with 
the support of that cotffe:1iftion. He had 
not heard this question met at all upon 
its real principles and true merits. If tiic 
House must go to the courts of hw for the 
protection of lU pi ivilcges, then the judges* 
appointed by the crov^n %vould he the 
arbiters of these piivilegc^; for, though 
riot now removable at the pleasure of the 
crown, the judges were still appointed by 
it. They, however, w uuid no dt'i^ibt act 
with inipartiality; but then an appeal 
would lie to the House of ^rds, and then 
the privileges of that House would depend 
upon the omer House of parliament. With 
respect to the decision on the Inquiry into 
the policy and conduct of the Expediton, 
be did not think the public in general dif¬ 
fered from the House. The public had 
discovered by the Inquiry, that their'pre- 
viou^ opinions with respect to the com-, 
mander, had been founded in delusion and 
calumny. They had peiceived that their 
first impressions were^ronedus, when they V 
foupd the con^m^er completely excuf- | 


paled by one of tlie Resolutions proposed 
by the gentlemen on the*other side. Nor 
would the public now think that they 
' weie VIlong iiisupporring those pricciples 
whicli had been sanctioned in the best of 
times, and which had been found neecs- 
saiy in older to enable the House to pro¬ 
tect the liberties of the subject. 11 the 
millers of Isleworth were to send repre¬ 
sentatives to that House, who would agree 
to give up the power of imprisonment, the 
House would have no authoiity to compel 
the attendance of witnessbs, or to force 
them to give evidence j—Sandon and Cla- 
venng would have escaped, and the most 
important functions of the House would be 
at a stand. He called therefore, upuv 
even those who might think that the House 
labuuied at present under public disappro^ 
bation, to support its piisilcges m the hope 
of belter tunes in future. His hon. and 
learned friend hul saul, that lie knew no¬ 
thing of the bon. baronet, except in his 
public capacity and by his public con¬ 
duct. He (Mr. Stephen) was also subject 
to that disadvantage. Bui could any mem¬ 
ber have in this case any otlfer ifeling, 
than that of a regard to duty ? If they 
had any particular sympathy, it must be 
with the party accused, ilcwas a mcm- 
hei of the House, and it might be lus own 
fate incur its displeasuie. As to the 
argument, that the members wcie judges 
in their own c>.iise, bo would ask his 
hon. and learnid iriend, whetln r lie was 
not Ill the iiabit ol* applying to the court ot 
chancery for commitul for contempt, in 
cases where the contempt was so very 
oblique ais that of nianjing a waid of 
chancery ? In of coniuiiiment by 

one court, no other would inlertere; and 
though he was haidly called upon to iineet 
an extreme ca«e, he would sav,that • ven 
supposing the House did coinmi! tor al- 
leaging that bank-notes were depreciated, 
no other court would* inlei leie, if itwcs 
stated in the wan ant th^t the commiimeiit 
was for aVontempt, as thiswould betaking 
upoq itself to dtcido upon the privileges 
of one of the Houses of parliament. 

JVlr. Sttf*phen then proceeded to o4j- 
serve, upon the unfaii tieatment which he 
thought the hqn. guiuleman who brought 
fonvaid this business bad met with from 
the gentlemen opposite. It had first been 
laid to Ills charge, that he had been guilty 
of the offence of consulting with the 
Minister. When the hon. gentleman de¬ 
nied thisJiAfti the charge turned upon 
the seebnder; and when he, too, denied it> 
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* hen the hon. gent, was arraigned for not that foil time should be given for the eon* 
having consultedT persons of experience sideration of this must important qu9stion« 
before he brought a matter of sach im- and 1 strenuously supported the adjoum- 
portance to the notice of the House, The ment which has taken place in order that 
aflair, however, was now before them, and our minds might come to this discussion 
they must proceed upon it, liowever in- with the must perfect coolness, and after 
convenient that might be. They could full cMEiberatioii I have devoted myself 
not pass it over without exposing them- during the interval, to the investigatiou of 
selves to be tianipled upon and despised the subject, with all the attention 1 am 
altogether in ftiture. He recollected a capable of besluwiiig, both as to the ge- 
story which he had heatd abroad appli- ner t* question of privilege, and as to the 
cable to their present situation, A person particular case before ns j and with every 
of the name of IMurphy, who, to dlstin- sentiAient of respect for the 
guisli him from another of the same name, knowledge of iny learned friend (Sir Sa- 
was called Irish Murphy, had suffered muel Romilly,) who spoke last but 
himself to he must unmercifully beaten by one, I urn compelled t8 say, that if the 
oge of inferior strength without leristance, doctrines whith he has piomulgated, are 
A man met him the next day w ith his arm* to prevail, there is, in my opinion, at once 
in a sling; Irn eyes black and blue ; bis an end of the privileges of this House, an 
teeth kiK t kid Old ot then places, &c. &c.; end of its authority, and, with that, an end 
and i ud (flionifh, by ibr hyi*, there was oUlhe fiee constitution of this country, 
dome doubt, w helber he was an Ii ishinan), which has been obtained and preserved 
“ Why, you are a dis;.*race to your couii- by' the exertion of those privileges. My 
try. Youarclhcfirsicoward thatevercamc learned frujiid has referred to the course 
fiom Ireland.” The bruised man leplied, of proceeding respeciing privilege, during 
**'Mydiar creature, I wioh to take the the reigns^f the house of Tudor ; andhas 
world a’isy/* Now, this was a wrong ap- justly reprobated that period as one of 
plicaiiDii of A correct principle, for the constitutional authority. But, sir, the 
man was much more severely beaten than very contemplation of that period sets the 
he would have been if he had defended chaiacter and privileges of this House in 
himself to the utmost of his power. The the most conspicuous light. After an era 
IIoii.se, by parsing this breach of its jjrivi- of. prolonged &nd ilcsputic usurpation un- 
leges ovei, would he ill a worse situation der the Tudor race, when the princegof ' 
than it could be reduced to by taking step^ the House of Stewart, when James l/and 
lor its own defence.—Mr. Stephen then Charles 1. attempted to continue the Cy*> 
denied that Magna Cliarta was disregard- ranny which had pharactarized the pre- 
ed by ilfu'^e who cofitended for this power ceding reigns, the* etfbits of the House of 
in the lluuse, because it did not apply to Commons (the champions of the liberties 
cases of contempt. The House* he as- of the people,) armed with nothing but its 
■t-rted. Was acting wiih,lenity, because the privileges,*their sole but sure means for 
publication had found its way into various protecting the constitution; wielding them 
newspapers, and was industriously circu- by the advice of thegreat and enlightened, 
lated. Several funlier complaints might patriots of that period, beat down the ty-, * 
therefore have been made on the same ranny of the Stewarts, andi in defiance of 
ground as the present. This view of the the crown, established the liberty of £ng- 
matter, then, was, thut this was an un- land. Then it was that sir Edward Coke, 
fortunate orcurreiwg, but one upon which Mr. Pym, Mr. St. John, Mr. Selden, and* 
they could not help coining to A vote, the other great men of that period* skilled 
What proved the aieccssity of this, if othpr equally in the law of parliament, and in 
proofs had been ivanling, was the fact, th^t the common law of the country, but nev^V 
it had been argued that very ifight—that confounding them, directed tnis House to 
the House had not the power, because it those great ends. In that periodj tlid 
had not exerci*ied it in its lull c^xtent, in the House of Commons fought its way througb. 
case ef W'lljces. If then the House should every difficulty, and forced the monarch, 
consent to pass over this att'air t>nigjit^ to yield to the inalienable rights of the 
th|y might justly be considered as having people. Those ellbrts, it is true, were 
renounced the whole power of commit- followed by the effusion pf much hoineit' 
uient in ftfturc. blood, and the fstabllBliment of the most 

Mr. Adam rosp and spoke as'nK^iws; efuel despotism—events deplored, even in ^ 

Mr. Speaker; it,waa my anxious wish, rcontemplation, by all good men ; but U ' 
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duGMiy M um doubts, as to the cne an^ as littio satisfied vnth the firiiMl^ which 
os»ioiM» «ll those iotportaiit privileges, mf learsed friend espouses, as lam with 
which hafiiro Uie osurpation of Cromwell the doctrine of obstriiction; and as 
hadasconj^iriled objects of aach magnt- Ipamsd friend, in bis prlfioi^ 

todcv) that these grievous calamities iormed pie, has ibimd it necessary to attach the 
aw/ HgiRnent against the constitutional resolutions of the Hotwe of Commons, 
ftriwiiaaea of this House. Abwrvraids, and has denied their authority, 1 am 
Wiben the restoration took place, without competed to consider his argumeiW as 
single stipulation being made with the uttei4y destructive of the best righto and 
aorereign in favour of tiie sobjeof, at *' that privileges of this House—rights and pn- 
SMraof good laws and bad government/^* vileges, which have besn asserted by its 
■ w s^ wt i i thow usurpation and tyr.iinify of acts, and which stand recoVded in itsreso- 
Charles 2* and James 2. were to be en- lutions; to deny which, is to deny the 
OMUitered, the House of CoaiHions again, very existence of our most important 
withoatany additional weapons, with no |K>wei8, and toannihilate our independence 
means bat its piivileges to counteract the as a separate and supicnie branch of tb^ 
deapetic character of the Monarchs, the legiblaluie. This most alarming doetrmo, 
oorruBtioa of ministers, and the venahty 1 trust, in the course of what 1 have to 
of judges, vindicated the hberties of the* oiler to the House, 1 shall be able to 
people, and compelled James 2. to abdi- lefute. 

cair his throne. And these privileges. My learned friend argues, that the case in 

these grand and efiicacioua safegnards^ of question is uo violation of the privilege of 
iresdocn, which have aceompli;)he^ such this House, hy showing that the case of 
ends, are what we are now railed upon to Gale Jones was not a breach of our privi* 
phre upas tyrannical and usurped, and as leges; and to establish that, 1 understand 
mconststont with the liberty of the peo- him to take this distinction, that it'related 
pd*—those privileges which we hold, and to m'ltter that was past, and not to matter 
batoe olways held, not for ourselves, but depending; contending that a libel upon 
for the benefit of those 6 I epresent. that which is pa^t and oter, is not cog- 

Surely, sir, when these things are niaablc as a contempt; hut admitting that 
brought back to the memory of tne Hou>c a hbM on existing pioccedings i«, a con* 
atod* the public, it never can be main- tempt, and may in any cuuit be punished 
wi^ any colour of reason, that, by attachment and imprisonment. Sir, I 
baoause dw a recent and solitary m- must positively and distinctly deny the 
itoHice^* the power J^eeii exercised soundness of this doctrine; 1 deny it ac 
mbmit discr^ion, it’is to be denied or applicable* to courts of justice, 1 deny it, if 
ahrogatdd. The House of Commons is a possible, still more distinctly and em- 
supreme power, and itisaneccssary ingre- phatically, as applicable to the privileges 
dmtia tom eonetitution of evei^ supreme of the High Court cf Parliament, as appli* 
pwweri^itisesBentiaLtoevfrysupremecourt cable to the privileges of this House, a 
df to maintain its indspendence> branch or member of that High Com t of 

• paotectitioharactei,anid seoure efi&cacy to Parliament, an independent bianch of the 
ll»anta»acid authority, that it should have legislature, a supreme authority in the 
l^hsnsdepowerofpunishingcontemptoby state and constitution. 

DMUnitmest. It arises from the necessity Shall it be recognised as a princlpf^, 
th^ casei and it is so imperative' in its that }pu can only treat as a broach of 

totokto^i even those who argue against privilege, an attack upon a matter under 

tte its case of libel, are forced to* deliberation, but that reviling the House 

wiiRit it in Ctosea-of obstruction for matter that is past, degi ading its au* 

lean^ friend (sir S, Romilly,) thority by'*abuse and dtr»maCion, alt to 
Mdteedideee nofr find it possible to limit the acts that are gone by, and thus bring- 
oOBteoipto (afWr the manner of the modern ing it into contempt and hatred, shall not 
ItoHHlass OP our nririleges)* to mej*e ob- be considered as a breach ol p?ivilegfe ex* 

toMMctien ; he therefore takes another aminable ami puni^thable by the House: 

mawofthasubject, quite distinctfrom that but that such an offence must go toaro- 
whichi forms the basis of tbe argument iher tribunal, and, assuming the distinct 

"*■*■■■ I — ■' ■ - j . ^ character ^of misdemeanour, distuj** 

^ ^ Mr. Fox*& Hictory, page* 20. , guishecrfrom contempt, bh tHable at law 

• ^ ¥he commitment o£ Gale June*. ' | only ? I contend. Si r, en the contrary,, to 
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*Me s cemion and perhaps vulgar expres** 
tioftr that thia deS^ruotion oF the nhaiacter 
of the House by wholesale ;-^]iat those 
atlecka upon the House, or upon its mcin- 
bef 9 » in the discharge of their parliamen¬ 
tary functions, tending to degrade them in 
the eyes of the people, and to frighten 
them fiom the discharge of their duty by 
caiomnies upon their past conduct; is a 
breach of privflege punishable as su^h by 
the House, and that the House is not driven 
to bring the matter betore the common tri¬ 
bunals of the*couiUi'y, unless it prefers 
that course of proceeding; an option, 
which 1 shall shew hereatter, in general 
to be most unfit and injurious to the pii- 
'alleges of this House, and of com sc to the 
interests of the people. 

Sir, among other doubts expiessed as 
to the existence of the privileges of this 
House, a doubt is started, founded on the 
mode in which the Huuse formerly acted 
in respect to the punishments which it 
inflicted for breach of privilege; but 
surely the nature of the punishment can 
never^be uwd as an argument against the 
existence of the right to punislc Time, 
circumstances, and a course of proceeding 
in one way, will be justly held to circum¬ 
scribe and regulate the punishment: but 
rhe existence of the punishment in any 
shape, establishes the existence of the pre- 
Tilege. As to the origin of the privilege, 
on which likewise doubts are started with 
a view to prove it an innovation; it stands 
upon the same foundation with all our ge¬ 
neral rights, civil and political: on that 
principle, which is held to be ihe clear 
unerring foundation of our law, namely, 
that we find it in fulhebservance for ages, 
and that we do not find the period when 
it commenced. Th'^ doctrine, however, 
which is chiefly relied on, not by my 
learned friend, but by those who deny 
tbatltbelon the House of Commons, or its 
members, is a breach of piivilege, and 
restrict all contempts to the mere sight and 
privilege to remove an obstruction; those 
who maintain tliis aigument say, that*the 
authority of this Hou^e, lik^ that of the 
constable* of the night, rests upon the 
right which must exist in every < ase in 
Wbifh a legal act is to be dftnc; namely, 
that it is l^gal to remove any obstruction 
which may be placed in the way of thtfte 
tfbo are to do ttie act; that this House, if 
?aipede<l in iu deliberations by obstruc- j 
tion; that its members, itstoffped m their 
xpproach to tlfe House, or in the exercise 
of their fuiictionj have p right to punish 
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web obstruction u a eoatempl. Thw» 
Sir;, the privilegee of thia Hou^oftbia w 
preme branch of the legislature, oftbU 
grand inqueat of the nation ; the eflhet of 
whoso acts, the validity mad character of 
whoso functions> are to be salutary and 
useful, according as they are respeem or 
disgraced, are to be pot on the footing of 
the obstruction given to the constable of 
the night, who in the performance of his 
watch sends any drunken person to the 
ualch-house, who may impede him in his 
rouifiJs. , 

is it possible, that any thing but the 
most determined resolution to degrade and 
vilify the House of Commons, to destroy 
the privileges which it enjoy* for the 
protection of the people, and which In 
their exercise have achieved objects of 
s ich magnitude and importance, should bp 
iximpared to-the coifttable of the night? 
Would a right and authority thus re^ 
strjeted and debased, serve the purpose uf 
rnainmini/ig the dignity and efficacy of 
any Court ? And can it be borne for one 
moment, to have it said, that the High 
Court of Parliament, that this branch of 
it, the representatives of the people, the 
popular part of the constitution, which is 
now talsely held up as inferior to the other 
branches of ^the legislature, can only de¬ 
fend itself against an inroad of physical 
force; bat that it haa'not the meai^s, hf 
its own intrinsic authority, by its ori^nal 
and inherent constitution, to pfinish uiose 
who shall set up a-moral obstruction to its 
authority, and shall destroy the efficaeyaf 
all its functions, by libellous attack and 
defamatio/i ? 

My learned friend says, that this is not 
a time for agitating questions of this na* 
tuie, when the nation has been told by tba 
House of Commons, that the Expeditiotite 
Walcheren had been wisely planned, and 
ably executed.—Sir, no Member of this 
House fegrets more than I regret, the de¬ 
cision which the House came to on that 
subject. I can*never sdfficiently deplore 
the eflect of that vote. No man who 
hears me is more conscientiously con¬ 
vinced than I am, that the conduct of 
ministers on that occasion has been most 
ruinous and culpable; and that their con¬ 
tinuing to discharge the duties uf govern¬ 
ment, IS utter destiuciion to the country. 
~But, when the privilege* of the Bouse 
ot Commons are questioned, when tbete 
is an attempt made to beat them down, 
and destroy them, I must forget ibe con¬ 
duct of the House on jthe purticolar dcon* 

2 K 
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9101]; I must even pass by the imprudence 
which has brought the questiori into dis- 
cusbioOf m the particular instance, and 1 
must maintain the constitution of pai ha- 
ment, in the anxious hope, that, if itb 
rights are asserted, it will act htreattcr 
With more wisdom; and to this determina¬ 
tion 1 am led by the absolute ceitamty, 
that, if the House is deprived of its piivi- 
leges, it 1 s means of defence and attack 
upon those who aie enemies to its dignity 
and existence, aic taken away, it can 
-nrrni irf t* * witli cflect. *- 

&iirel>. Sir, U is a most unwarrantable 
conclusion to den^ its privileges at laige, 
because you diMpprove of its conduct in 
particular instances. 

I proceed now. Sir, to slate to the 
House what 1 consider to be the question 
immediately under consideiation. It is 
most mateiial that'*it slioidd be undiv- 
fltood with precision, because much ol the 
aigument against it is foundi d on mi^c- 
presenting it. What I cunlepd ^for is, 
that a libel upon the House of Commons 
collectively, ui against any of its mem¬ 
bers, dischaigmg their duty m Paih<>- 
ment, is a bicacli of tlx ptivilegoo of this 
House; and that tlu House has the pow- 
ei to punish >uch breach of piiiilcgc by 
such impii^oninent as it is tha usage of 
the House to influt, natucl),hy iinpu- 
sonment duiaig its pleasure, whilst the 
session la<'ts, but not fur a time rcttiin 
( maintaii?, ihit vuch is the piniirgc nri t 
power of this Houm, andrthat Iheaigu- 
meut of hir 1 *. Bmdetton the snhjfct, i^ 
from beginning to eiul, euomrus 

The iieM coiisidciatioii btlorc u , ii, 
\shether hi> iuithcs> and aigunirnt he nut 
libellous as well is cuoiuous And h^t- 
ly, we must lUtiJe m winr miniirt he 
ought to be piocwcdcd igiiust if it is li¬ 
bellous 

Before leuUt upon the ai guaiciU, uhn h 
rests on tiu <lc( p and solid touruhition uf 
icason, authoMty, and piecedent, 1 wish 
the House and the public thoiouglily to 
understand, not only what I coiiUnd foi, 
asl haiojuststaled; butwlntldo notion- 
lend foi ; bcciusc much of the iit ol those 
who ate cncmiesto out pn\ilegos, consists 
in uiisieprcsenling and in misstating the 
question. I list, I do not contuid fer the 
piivile^ of punishing, as a contempt, libel 
generailv against the state, or goveinmeilt 
of the country. This i think it necessary 
remark distinctly, because by the cast/' 
to which we are leleiied, in the argument 
nf l*« BuiUctt, it will be foimd, when 
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examined, that they are not cases of libel 
against the House, or its members: bat 
rases of general bbel against the govern¬ 
ment. Secondly, 1 do not roiUend for 
the piivilcge of inipiisoning for a time 
ccitain; but only lor the power of com¬ 
mitment foi the peiiod of the session, oi 
during the pleasuie of the House, short of 
the session. Thirdly, 1 do not contend 
toi the light of imposing a fine. Such is 
the model ate nature of the privilege as¬ 
serted : and yet by the most unaccount¬ 
able pei\eistncss> the leiy niodeiation of 
the usage is biought as an aigument against 
the power.* 

Sii, 1 beg to have it distinctly under¬ 
stood, that I do not dispute the propriety 
of free di-'CuS'tion by the |jeople,ot the pro- 
(cedingsot pati nxiit, and that I am 
faitlici cicailyoi opu on, that the pnvi- 
lojcs ol the TIouse niiy be disc ussrd with 
liccdom, jf liuy arc discu •led with de¬ 
cency, but that it r innot lir ptimitted 
to di^cii s eithci so as to degi ide ind \ ilily 
the House of Comrnon-i; but that a dis- 
r u^siun 111 that temptr is o Jibcl^ontbe 
liuu^'C of Commons, de fioviii., its func- 
iious, diuiblnig it fiom the txrici c ut its 
privilige-', powns, aijil aiithoiity, m sup¬ 
port of the bbortiis of the ]jcople, and 
that whoever di cu '•*s it in tint spirit, is 
j^uilty of a Incarli of priviUj^*’, and bible 
to bo pioccecled against f >i such libel by 
til House, punidiiii. uuh pCi < u atr orri 
iii,^ to th< custom ol this lion (, whn b i 
piMoMhelawot the J^nd 

I lip Ir IIMl d nt w ho spoke laat, (V]j 
Su pi f n) i» IS ritrd unm orihc'iuthontu 
paitiiuliily some oi those lioin pail>ot 
loid ( okc s I ouith«]u)lit(]L(, uiiutn pio- 
frss^dly onthiS'>iib, ttc»f pailnuunt, to 
whi( h I should h p r ciiiid the itUiilioa 
of th( House indttiil I shill now, as 
thf\ have been so ucriitly lead to you. 
rhirfly allude to tiiojii, requesting tliac y nu 
wiP alwavs ben iii miud, tliat loid Coke 
was thf ingh("'f authoiily on this subjirt 
thatrurhi icfriicdto, having utiitcd to 
thrfmost pjofound kiiowKdge of the com* 
met law yf the countiy, the most pio- 
touiui knowledge of the law and custom of 
pailiameiit, and having shewn himself a 
most authoiilative and mo'll active tnem- 
bei of this House, at a time wifeu the prt* 
vvleges of ihfs House wcie, as I have al¬ 
ready said, the means of curbing the M- 
tempts of the Prince against the liberties 
of the people. 

* See 811 r, Burdeft’s Argument, at 
p. l-3c> 
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Loid Coke, m bis fourth !n*«titnte 4 page 
15,‘^'vvs couit of Tu-itire hath 

laws and customs loi it-' diiection, ?ome l>y 
tb« common some fjv the civil law 

y 

ind <anoii law, [>\ pirtnnlir laws 

and customs , s> ti r hiqlt (ouit of parlia¬ 
ment Ai<29 pioprt/i t* L\>ksueludinihus 

iuhsistit 

** H fei Tiw uio patiume iti, tint 
all weighty mtitns nipiilnineni moved 
concerning the iVeis of the n ilm oi < om 
iDons III ptilin|icnt asstuibled, ought to 
be (Icteiminrd n<l)iid&»cd, and discussed, 
by thccoui e ol the pitlnnient. ai 1 not 
by th< mil 1m, noi velbt (heconnnon 
laws oi tills It dm, used 11 inoie ndci loi 
c6nUs, wliifli wi> MidMliud to be, Jc- 
uindum U^nn et ton’iueikit mi jmrUnmtnti, 
ronceinma the Ptcnofllu uihi), by thi 
King and ill the loids '>pintuai ind tem¬ 
poral , uid tliL ]iL( pvi uifumi, (s for the 
Coni III )n Im n\ thing moved oi duncin 
ihelloisi (( (ttniirn*-; and the latlioi, 
lor lint l>\ nniluihw mdtn tomolpii 
• Inmtnt, tht Kn cannot tdcnotm of 
any thing vnd m Horn in the House of 
C OBunoii'^ but In tlit ifioiiolllu Ifonsi 
)f Conmioii'. And tvnv numbei oi the 
p tilnmcnl hatli ajudicnlpl ce, ind can 
1)0 no witness And this is tin icjsoii 
that bnk»'ts ou”ht nottogm .my opinion 
of a matter of pailnindit, Imaiio^it i& 
not (0 lx. dccidnl by tin coiminn Ixws— 
but •{uundtimli^em cl consuetudniem pailia- 
menlif and so tl e )Uiig(s in divns pirln- 
mrnts ha\p (oiifesbcd. And &omr hold, 
that ♦v<r> oihnrr committed in anv couit, 
punishiblc by that couit, must be*f)unjshcd 
(piocpedmg(uminally) in tlic sa no couit, 
or in somt Inghci, ditd*nol in any inferior 
couLt, and the court of pnliament hath no 
higher/' 

The dot time thus taught by lord Coke, 
rests upon this incontro\ ertible m i\im ,— 
thateveiy supieme body in a state must, 
liom necessity, have such a powei, that it 
may be able to peiTorm its functions, not 
actually only, but with effect. It*foIlows, 
therefore, that It must have thepowefof 
puipshing Jihels upon its ch^iacter atid 
conduct generally, by its own innate vigour 
and authority, without being compelled to 
hav^ recourse to another trib&nal to judge 
and deteithinc on such matter ; that such 
a privilege is essential to a supreme powei 
nf a state; that it can alone judge with 
accarac},of the contempt • that other tn- [ 
bunals being ignorant of the fadts, and un¬ 
acquainted’with the effect which it pro-^ 
duces, ar^ imabif duly Jo ippoition the 


punishment: that sm h aothoi ily is not 
only inheient in the Houses of ptrliament, 
but belongs to evei V supreme t omt of jus¬ 
tice * punishment ofcontempt by the court, 
b\ ut chni^iit, being as much a pait of 
the law ot tbe land, vs the iiial by jmy. 

tiodloibid, Sa, tint any thingshoutd 
interfcitf with oi iiihinge that stcied light, 
the tiial by juiv , l)ul if couits could not 
piotect themsehis tiom contempt by at- 
lat hment, thisollm gi tnd piofeclion for 
the (ivil liheitv amt lives ot the people 
woul?) be but of shoit duration AxiA it 
this powei has hctn f( r acted upon» 
as essential to the suptync couits of judi« 
< aluie, suitly the smie piiiiciple will 
tqiially cNtuul it to this House, a supreme 
1)1 mch ot the h gi lituu the grindinqui* 
siior ot the tntion, which has to defend it¬ 
self against tiic*iicioai hmiuls ol tlx ciown 
oft the one h iifd, and ihi injudicious oi ill- 
mtcutioncd lUacl-s of individuals among 
th(^p(nph, on ih* olh i I isscit, tluie- 
fore, thu nothing <. in difcit such i ptivi- 
h but clear nuniiist pi oof id Us aban* 
doneuntoi abrogation ; shewtne^, that in- 
ste id of extending to iIk casts in qut stion, 
il h is been limited •^nd i(du(» d to the mi- 
su able and luetricacious p ivvci of punish¬ 
ing acts ot mete obstruction, which do no 
irijui\ to oui pro( ccdings by affecting our 
chara* ter, but only stop tor a time, the pror 
giess of om measuies, oi for a time pr<;vent 
individuals ftom taking a share in them. 

rtii, iIk doctiinc contended fd^* by thoso 
who would nartow oui piivilcges is no| 
only Hiuctly adverse to the punciplea 
which have been leU rred to-, in lord Coke; 
but IS oveisct, by the i qually 80unc| doc¬ 
trine of more modem tunes, upon the siib-« 
jcct of eontempt and Atachmeut, as it pie- 
vaiis in the couits of Jaw. 

My learned fiiend (Mi. Stephen) has re^ 
fened to a passage in Blackbtone’s com¬ 
mentaries, to w hich 1 beg to call your at-i 
tention dgam, and more at laigo. It la of 
the highest importance in the consideiatien 
of this question* and it is express* d with 
all the perspK uity and eloquence which 
distinguish the autlior of that great work. 

The whole passage well worth Rtudy«> 
mg, but It IS unnecessary to trouble tnn 
House with moie than what 1 am about to 
state «*Vn)uinp ^tli, p SfbO, Blackstono 
savs, To this head of summary proceed* 
ings may also be refened tbe method im* 
'meuiorully used by the superior courts of 
justice, of punishiog pontempts by attach* 
fneiu. 1 he contempts that are thus pu¬ 
nished, are either whfeb ppealy fit* 
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court, or the persons of the judges 
preside there, or cbnsequaitial, which 
(without such gross insolence, or direct 
opposition) tend to create an unirersal 
disregard of their authority/' He then 
states different heads of contempt; and in 

282, he proceeds thus: By speaking 
or ttriiing contemptuously of the court or 
judges, acting in their judicial capacity; 
printing false accounts (or even true ones, 
without proper permission) of causes then 
depending in judgment; and any thing, 
in short; that demonstrates a gross want 
of that regard and respect, which, when 
once courts of justice are deprived of, their 
authoritpr (so necessary for the good order 
of the kingdom) Is entirely lost among the 
people/' 

The process of attachment for these and 
the like contempts, must necessarily be as 
ancient as the laws ^'hcmselVes: for law^, 
without competent authority to secure 
their administration from disobedience 
and contempt, would be vain and ruuga- 
tory.—A power, therefore, in the supreme 
courts of justice to suppress such con¬ 
tempts, by an immediate attachment of the 
offender, results from the first principles of 
judicial establishments and must be an in¬ 
separable attendance upon every stqtrrior 
trthunai. Accordingly, we find it actually 
exercised as earlv as the annals of our law 
Ofttend/' 

Muiaiomtnine, every word is applicable 
to the Hohse of Commons. Nor is this 
doctrine so truly stated and so well en¬ 
forced, a^ necessary to the existence and 
efficacy of the judicial establishments, re¬ 
stricted to that which is actually proceed¬ 
ing ; but necessarily includes what is past. 
Nor docs it place thh privileges of a 
preme body upon the degrading footing ot 
the power necessary for the constable of 
the night, or of an individual removing a 
nuisance *. 

After duly considering this deliberate 
authority applied to courts of law—i>urely 
it cannot with truth be said, that the most 
atrocious libel on the character and pro¬ 
ceedings of this House—disabling the re¬ 
presentatives of the country to resist tlie 
crown, or benefit the people, is to be sent 
for trial to another tribunal, and cannot be 
dealt with by the House, which it vlK*fies? 
Saclr doctrine is equally degrading, injuri^ 
ous. and erroneous. 

Sir, if authorities are attended to, if the 


‘ * See Sir F. Burdett’s Argument, at' 
p. 438- 


case is considered in alUts aspects, with 
care and grawty, it will be found, that all 
the sources from which the principles 
which must govern in questions of this 
sort, are to be collected, unite in establish* 
ing to the most perfect and unanswerable 
satisfaction that the privilege exists in the 
manner in which 1 contend for it. 

This privilege, such asl have defined, it, 
rests upon the reason of the thing, on which 
1 have already so much enlarged, and 
which 1 have maintained,and illustrated 
from the authority of lord Coke and sir 
W. Blackstone, and is farther enforced and 
proved ; first, from the clear and uniform 
usage of Parliament; secondly, ftom the 
decisions ofcouits of justice, upon the rexy 
question of our privileges, when inciden¬ 
tally forced upon ihem ; and lastly, from 
what are, and may be deemed, text autho¬ 
rities on the subject. 1 shall take these 
in their order. 

But, Sir, before I enter upon the proof of 
this privilege, from the practice and reso¬ 
lutions of tile House of Commons, 1 cannot 
help again railing the aMen^ion of the 
House to the serious, and (1 hope he will 
pardon me for adding) the dangerous ten¬ 
dency of tfic doctrine of my learned friend 
(sir S. Komilly) who has contended, that 
we arc not to look to our Resolutions a« 
coustfeuting the law of parliament. Sir, 
if this be the case, I ask, on what do our 
best and most important rights and inte¬ 
rcuts, and, in our persons, the rights and 
interests of the people (it is for their sake 
rhat these rights are vested in us), depend ? 
How have we attained, but by our resolu¬ 
tions, and by acting upon them with the 
approbation and ac()Uiesconce of the pub- 
T he, the privileges on which our very exis- 
I lence as an indepeodont body rests ^ Is h 
forgotten that there was a lime when our 
light to try the elections of members re¬ 
turned to this House, was contended by 
the crown, and ministers of the crown, to 
reside Ki the King's courts, and tlfXt the 
keeper of the great seal (that officer of the 
King, whose existence in his situation de¬ 
pends upon<^be pleasure of th^ King) as¬ 
serted the right of his own authority to 
issue the writs to till vacancies I We all 
know, that, in the reign of James the first, 
those rights were insisted on ; and how 
vr^re they resisted, but by the ^solutions 
of this House ? Again, in the reign fif 
Charles the 2nd, when the lord cbaucellor 
Shaftesbury, to aid the despotic views of 
that prince, attempted te draw to himself 
the filling vacancies, ancl trying rights to 
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9 tau ia tbe of Commons, wbat 

cbcckod the attempt, but the rosolutioiw 
of this House ? What has placeii upon a 
rock the exclusive right to try the elec¬ 
tions of members returned to the House of 
Commons, and to is.sue writs to fill racan* 
cies, but the resolutions of this House, en¬ 
forced by the practice of this House ? 
And 1 ask, if |his privilege had not been 
suGcessfully enforced, where would have 
been the independence of this House ? 
How could it.have achieved the great 
measures for nie liberty of the people, 
W'hich it has so ollen successfully s*ccom- 
plished, if the right to sit here had been 
judged by another tribunal, and placed 
ifhder the cognizance of judges who heUI 
their situations at the will of the King; and 
who, by the iidlncnrc of the crown, de¬ 
clared, ill defiance of the law and constitu¬ 
tion, that the King might impiison mem¬ 
bers of this House, for speeches bpoken, 
and acts done, in asaeriingits privileges'^ ? 
And shall it be caid, that if this great 
and vital privilege, this barrier to royal 
encroachment on our mlIu of election, 
and on our vacant seats has been at¬ 
tained by tbe resotution*^ of the House, 
that they do not make the law of the House 
and of the kingdom ? .iiid shall not such 
acts, thus constituting the law and the 
rule of parliament, binding other aflthori- 
ties, and uniting other powers, controlling 
the writs of the crown itself, with all the 
solemnities and authority belonging to ^t, 
be sullicient to giv^eflect to such privileges 
as are now under consideration? 

Upon the privilege now under discus¬ 
sion, it so happens, that the course of our 
roceeding has beeif hniform and invaria- 
l^in favour of the privilege, as I contend 
for it; and that it is not only sustained by 
resolutions, but by regular undisputed acts, 
immediately succeeding the revolution; 
at a time when the great and able men, 
who accomplished that groat work, were 
living and acting* as members of parlia¬ 
ment. The very question now before us, 
namely, whether a libel on the conduct of 
this House be a breach of privileges, 
came before them. It arose from the 
Kentish petition, which was presented to 
th^House in 1701 f- 1'he !Luthors of that 
petition were first committed to Newgate, 
and their commitment afterwards changed 
from Newgate, to the custody of the ^r- 

* The case of Coke, Pym, Philips, Sel- 
deii, and Malory. 

t See 5 Cobb! Pari. Uist, 1^50. 


geailtat Arms, to retider their confineinont 
more close and exclusive. Upon that < 0 €« 
casion, it is necessary to remark (beca^iq 
a noble lord who sits behind me, has r%* 
presented this case, as if it were one which 
wus connected with, and polluted by a 
question of election), that Mr. Colpepper, 
one of the persons concerned in the Ken¬ 
tish petition, had a question before the 
House, respecting his election for tbe bo¬ 
rough of Maidstone. Now, sir, it appears 
by the proceedings of this House, that the 
con^deratioii of the matter ,of privilege 
was adjourned until the matter of eluciioa 
should be decided *. And after several 
adjournments and niucR deliberation, after 
a motion by lord Hartington, on which a 
resolution was founded to consider aft the 
<iaine time, the rights and privileges of the 
people, tbe Chairman of the Committee 
Imported, on*Fcbruaty 1701, « That 
they had come to several resolutions, which 
tliitfy had directed him to repoit, when the 
Ilous^ should please to receive the same.'^ 
A question then arose, whether the report 
should be postponed till the Saturday fol¬ 
lowing, or leeeived immediately: upon 
that. It is material to observe, that a divi¬ 
sion took place, and that it was carried, to 
report immediately ; that sir Robert Wal¬ 
pole, then I\2[r. Walpole, was a teller lor 
the majority, and in favour of an iinme- , 
diatc report, wliicli marks, that thos^ who 
sustained the principle;* of the Revolution, 
were clearly and decidedly in favour of the 
resolutions, and that tin y considered them < 
to be declaratory of the law and the privi¬ 
lege on this subject; and thus* the only 
impediment, namely, the decision on the 
Maidstone election, being removed, tbe 
resolutions were reported 4nd agreed to 
by the House. It was accordingly resolved. 

First, •* That it is the opinion of thrl 
Committee, that to assert that the House 
of Commons is not the only representatives 
of the Commons of England, tends to the 
subversion of the rights and privileges of 
the House of Commons, and the fundamen¬ 
tal constitution of the government of this 
kingdom/'—This refers to the libel. 

Secondly, •* That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that to assert that the House of 
Commons have no power of commitment* 
but of their own members, tends to the 
subversion of the constitution of the House 
of Commons.” 

Thirdly, ** That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that to print or publish any 

II .. —ili—. 

* See Journals,, Feb.*7, 1701.* ' 
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books or libels, reflecting on the proceed¬ 
ings of the House of Commons, or any 
member thereof, for or relating to Ins ser¬ 
vice therein, is a violation ot the rights 
and privileges of the House ol Commons." 

Then follow Resolutions respecting the 
people’s right of petitioning, &c. with 
which it is not necessary on this question 
to trouble the Hou^e. 

^ Will any one doubt, after reading these 
Resolutions, passed when the principles of 
the Revolution were best understood, when 
the cirtuiusvmcc of su Robert Waljiole 
being teller in the division ior an immedi¬ 
ate report, pioves that the supporters of 
the Revolution wer^ the foieino'>l to pro¬ 
mote a vote, wliK'h coiisidcicct a libel on 
the House to be a breach ui us privileges; 
and that to say you had no power to com¬ 
mit the libeller, was a sub^eision of (he 
constitution; (hat such is the taw of parln^ 
ment? Can the case stand on moie coriect 
or more conUilutional ground ' 'J’liis, 
isthepiivilege forwhuii I rontend; ijiis is 
the privilege whic h 1 asscit \va.s declaied 
by those rc olntionSf to be clear and un¬ 
doubted, resting on iliosc b<{;)i .luthurities. 
An attempt indeed isiiiidt nithoAi ail¬ 
ment of sir Fi Aiicis Bnrtlett, toaimbe a 
contrary opinion to sii Robert Walpole at 
a subsequent pellod ; but it will be seen 
when I come to tlial pait ol the question, 
that the statement theie uiade ot the opi¬ 
nion of sir Kobeit Walpole is citlici 
founded in*thc most conqilote mis-appic- 
hension, or is a wilful misrcpiesenlation. 

I have now. Sir, laid beioie the House 
the law ol privilege, as declared m the 
Resolutions of the Mouse, which, 1 must 
.igain assett, constitutes the law of the 
Und on this subject. Sir, it will next be 
seen, that this law has been acted upon 
unilormly and invaribly ; and isconfirnied 
by constant, repeated, and uncontradicted 
usage. 

To establish this position, 1 wish to call 
the attention ol the House to a compara¬ 
tively recent ptiiod, to a must important 
precedent; one which made a deep im¬ 
pression on my mind from various causes 
and particularly from having occurred a 
very few months before I had (he honour 
of a seat in tiiis House; a period when, 
though very young, my attention abaci 
been much directed to subjects of (his de¬ 
scription. All the ciicumstances of this' 
aase, both as they appear in the Journals, 
apd are connects with the history of the \ 
are most material. 

Sir Fletcher ‘Norton, your predecessor, 


Sir, was libelled in the sq^ion of 1774, in 
a letter, printed in the Public Advertiser, 
lor the conduct which he was said to have 
held in re>>pect to a private bill. Observe, 
Sir, it was an act past and over. The mat¬ 
ter was stated by sir Fletcher Norton to 
the Hou^e, and he called on those con¬ 
cerned, both in supporting and opposing 
the bill, to speak to his conduct regarding 
the bill. Several Menibeis, among them 
Mr. Alderman Sawbridge, stated his con¬ 
duct to have been coirect, and that it was 
giossly inisicpiesciited in tfie lettci which 
had been inserted in the newspaper. 

The printer of the newspaper, Mr. 
Woodfall, was then ordered to attend, and 
a question arose, whether he should ho 
committed to the Sergeant at Aims; to 
the (warehouse; oi to Newgate. 

l.oid North conteiiJod for the first; 
Mr, Vox for the last. In (he course ol 
this piocccding, Mr. Womllall, the prin¬ 
ter, iiitorined the House, that he had in- 
seited the lettei witliout knowing its ten- 
deruy ; and that it was brought to him for 
insciLion by the Rev. Mr. Joiii\ Horne. 

It was then proposed that the matter 
‘.lioiild be adjourned, and Mi. Horne or- 
dcied to the bar. Diiruig iluse proceed- 
iii(»'», no poison suggested an idr i of the il- 
Iegali(y ol the lueisure. it was neither 
inlnnatod that a bliel on the spcakci m 
the discharge of ins dtilv w'as not a brtacii 
of piiMtcge, nor that impusonment was an 
illegal puni&htuciil toi it. 

Some delay took place in (he futlher 
pio( (eding, owing to Mi. Home evading 
the w ail ant for atiendaiicc, by saying to 
the messenger who.ccivcd it, that be could 
not be the person moant; but he was af- 
tcTwards brought to tlie bar. 

He was told by the ■speaker, that ^lr■ 
Woodfall had given him up as the author 
ol the letter, and asked wliethci he wav 
so. He asked, whether wlut Mr. Wood- 
fall had stated was to be considered as 
matter o£ evidence, or matter of charge. 
He was told, matter of charge. On re¬ 
ceiving that information, Be said, " Then 
Sir, ^ plead^that 1 am not gudty." On 
his putting in this plea, he was ohJered to 
withdraw. Sir, I am particularly anxious 
that this should be attended to, as most 
material, not only in this, but in a subse¬ 
quent and most important part of this case. 
The solicitor general, Mr. Wcddcrburn''b 
•staled that he knew too well the pr^ciptes 

, * Afterwards lord Loughborough and 
carl of Ross)yn« . 
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of ibe law of Endaiul, to insist Tor a mo¬ 
ment that Mr. Dome should be found 
guilty on the evidence of Mr. Woodfall, 
wiio» by throwing it on Mr. Horiie« ac¬ 
quitted himself; it was therefore proposed 
to adjoumthe consideration of thequestion, 
in order to the evidence of some of Mr. 
WoodfalTs servants being laid before the 
House, who were stated to be able to 
prove the faclhgainst Mr. Home. 

Upon this^ a most acrimonious debate took 
place, in which the miniatets were charged 
with an intentifnvto procure evidence for 
the purpose. But, what is most rcirarka- 
ble and most important; during this acri- 
minious discusdon, in which Mr.DoiNHell, 
Mr. Burke, Alderman Towiishond, Mr 
Barre, and others spoke, not one word ^^as 
uUried, den) ing or questioning that sue h 
H libel WAS a breach of privilege, or that 
imprisonment was an illegal punishnitriif ; 
and Mr. Home Tooke, whose inlcrest it 
was to have denied the jurisdiction—to 
have disputed the power to punish by im¬ 
prisonment (whatever he may have whis¬ 
pered or inculcated now), raised no such 
question then, though it would have been 
decisive to bis acquittal. On the con- 
traiy, he put m the plea of not guilty, 
which, if the fact had been proved against 
him, must have been followed by impri¬ 
sonment. • 

Now, Sir, I ask, whether tiiis transaction 
docs not slievv most incontestably, that 
that law, which wa«. resolved iu 170J, was 
acted upon im^lispuied in 1774; that 
the House in this latter period, filled w'ith 
men of the highest authority oq all ques¬ 
tions of Parliamentary law, many of them 
having-a direct inteRoet (if paity were to 
bias opinion on such questions) to dispute 
the* privilege if it had been disputable, 
never questioned tire privilege or the pu¬ 
nishment. At that time, sir Ueorge Sa- 
ville, Mr. Burke, Mr. Dunning, lord 
George Cavendish, Mr. Frederick Monta¬ 
gue, lord North, Mr. Fox, Mr. Thurlow, 
Mr. Wedderburn, Mr. Welbore Ellis, and 
1 think Mr. Dyson (a great authority, 
and who had not then retirecLfrom panlia- 
raent,) w%re all members at this House. 
From none of them did a whisper against 
the privilege arise. At that time, Mr. 
Halsell, vdiose principles on constitutional 
questions are well known, *and a gentle¬ 
man (Mr. Ley) whom I now see, and 
whose jrnowledge and judgment I highly* 
value, were here to be consulted; and , 
allow me lu s^, that from that quarter 
ihe House, not thh least ^portjuit iu ques¬ 


tions of this sort, no doubt seems to have 
arisen. Sliall it be said then, that when, 
in a House of Commons so rich in parlia* 
mentary learning, no doubt was raised, 
one shall prevail now, flowing,! will ven-* 
tore to say, from no such sources ? No, 
Sir; it was reserved for the present times, 
thus contumaciously and libellously to 
dispute these privileges and powers. 

The interval between the year 1701 
anil 1771 might be easily filled up with 
instances, proving the rule to be as 1 have 
statiM it, acted upon by the Jlouse, sub* 
milted to by the ofiending party, and 
sanctioned by an approving and acquiesc¬ 
ing public. But, til?, considering the 
time 1 ha\c consumed, and the great at¬ 
tention with which I have been honoured, 

I should deem it a most unwarrantable 
trespass, if I was now to go through a 
bead-roll of precedents to shew the uni- 
foimity of that practice. No, Sir, I place 
tliQ case here ; 1 .say, there is the law an* 
noiinqpd ^t the beginning of the century 
in 1701. Here it is acted upon near the 
close of it, in 177 fr; and I defy any per¬ 
son to shew me an exception during the 
interval, or a succcsbful attempt to ques¬ 
tion it, until the daring and calumnious 
eti<>rt now under consideiation. 

Sir, it is further worthy of observation, 
tiiat unifoim as the practice has been, 
clear as the right is, unquestionable ^ the * 
character of a supreme tribunal is by any 
regular hmnnii authority; this«powei' has 
seldom, if ever, been the instrument of < 
unnecessary severity. It has been gene¬ 
rally cxeiciscd with becoming discretion ; 
and its haring deviated in the instance 
which has given rise to this dheuNsion as 
to the commitment of Mr. <tale Jones, 
can be no ground for doubt as to its exis¬ 
tence ; the diilerencc being very wide be^ 
tween the denial of the right, and ques¬ 
tioning the prudence of its exercise in 
the particular instance. 

Sir, the authority of parliamentary pre¬ 
cedents isconfitmedby the uniform course 
of the courts of law, when these quustieos 
have been incidentally before them. And 
1 think, in considering this part of the 
ca<>e, 1 .shall be able to shew, that even 
lord Holt's conduct and doctrine in the 
casetof Ashby and White, docs not form 
an exception to the general rule. It 
Vould be a very tedious, and not a very 
useful effort, to go through the detail of 
•that great case. It is well known, that 
the question arose from the House of Com¬ 
mons Laving considered th& proeeeding of 
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ihtt court of KtbgVbetich, in Irying an 
actibn brought by a TOter of Aylesbury, 
ftgtinai the mnming officer of that place, 
for refusing to admit his rote at an elec¬ 
tion. Lora Holt, the chiefjusiice of the 
ooartj contended, that the court must en¬ 
tertain the action, and that thf House of 
Comraona had no privilege to stop it j the 
House, on the contrary, considering the 
IryiOg that question as, in a manner, in¬ 
ferring the right to try the election of its 
eaembers; and therefore a violation of the 
privileges o( the House. The mattet was 
carried by Writ of Error to the House of 
Lords. The utmost heat prevailed upon 
the subject between the two Houses; the 
details are unnecessary. It was tending 
to the extremity, to which all di’«putes be¬ 
tween supreme powci-s must lead, if they 
entertain difiereiit and opposite views of 
the discretion which they have to exol- 
cise; when it was stopped by a di6Solution 
of the parliament. But during the con¬ 
test,^ the persons who brought the actions 
were committed by the House of Com¬ 
mons for breach of privilege. The per¬ 
sons committed, applied to the court of 
Kings-bench, to bt lelcased on Habeas 
Corpus. The three puisne judges, who 
had differed from lord Holt throughout, 
were of opinion, tliat they could not dis- 
^ charge the parties, considering, that to 
" mtertere with a commitment by the 
House of Common^, was to interfere with 
the privileges of the House. Lord Holt 
differed, not because he** thought the 
House of Commons could not commit for 
breach of privilege; on the contrary, he 
delivered a clear opinion, that the court 
cotdd not release the pi isoners on Habeas 
Corpus, where the commitment was for a 
breach of the privileges of the House. 
But what he contended was this, that 
where there was a right of action at law, 
she House could not stay that action by 
considering it as a breach of privilege; 
that the bringing the action, therefore, 
was no breach of privilege; and conse¬ 
quently, that as the bringing the action 
appeared to be the cause of the commit¬ 
ment, which he considered as no bv^ch 
of privilege, he thought the parties must 
be liberated. This special ground, there- 
fere, may be said not to affect the general 
case. But with all respect to lord Holt, 
with the highest opinion of his learning, 
integrity, and his firmness, he is the only 
one of all the judges jn Westminster-hall, 
wdKi has ever gone to that extent. It has 
been the uniform ^urae on all other oc¬ 


casions, fer the judges, when the matter 
has been brought before' them on Habeaa 
Corpus, Co give the most implicit effect le 
the privileges of this House. It i» mnm 
cessary to go through all the cases; the 
whole is collected and stated in a most 
powerful and enlightened judgment, de* 
iivered by lord chief justice de Grey, in 
the case of lord mayor Crosby; from 
which, and from the opinions of the other 
Judges of that couit, the opinions of the 
courts of law on this subject may be dis* 
tinctly collected. ' 

III the year 1771* this House took no« 
tice of the printing its debates, and deterr 
mined to bring the printers before them 
for that breach of privilege. The losd 
mayor Crosby, Mr. alderman Oliver, •and 
others, commuted the messenger who 
went to seize the pnn^er«; and these ma*- 
gistratrs were, for that oiTence, committed 
to the Tower hy this House. They sued 
out writs of Habeas Corpus, one in the 
Common Pleas, another in the £xch«^ 
quer; by both courts the prisoners were 
remanded, and upon the same ground, 
namely, that the House of Commons was 
the judge (d* its own privileges, and that 
the courts could not decide upon them. 
The case, as it pa^^ed in* the Common 
Pleas, is to be found in Wilson’s Reports, 
and kkewise must fully reported in the 
Stale IVial^. The judgment of lord chief 
justice Du Grey is a most highly finished 
and w'ell-considered performance. He is 
supported by Mr. justice Gould, who cer¬ 
tainly was a judge of as great integrity, 
as much attached to the authority of the 
common law, and as sincere a lover of the 
liberty of the subjuot and of the trial by 


* This was a commitment arising out of 
a question, which had no relation to that 
now under consideration. On that oc¬ 
casion, the original bieach of privilege, 
which gave rise to the commitment of the 
city magistrates, was one, which must be 
universally admitted to be a breach oi 
privilege, viz. the publishing the debates 
of * he House—-the magistrates were com¬ 
mitted for an undoubted breach of privi¬ 
lege, viz. committing the serjeante and 
messengers df the House, charged with a 
warrant to take tlm printers. But the 
case which happenra three years after, 
viz. that of Mr. Horne, in I774>j was ex- 
pressly for libel as here defined; and on 
that occasion it never was disputed that 
libel, ^asliere defined, » a* breach of pri¬ 
vilege. 
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^jvry,' wttny who ever aat in Westminster 
hnN; hy sir ^^'nham Blackstonc^ whose 
emineAce. in questions of this sort 1 have 
aiW^a^y*shewn you, and whose integrity 
ifi^tlie atkhinisiratioii ci* the law is ufitvei* 
sally admitted-—a peison, who added to 
tlie careful and anxious discharge of his 


2754: epurts of Justice have no. 
zatice of the acts of the Ilouits of .Far* 
liamentj because they belong ad 
aroTNeTi. i have the must perfect eaUafa^ 
iJoQ in iny onn iiiindj in dtlenumation* 
Sir Mai tin Wright, who felt a generous 
and distinguished warmth fur the liberty 

y*> ■* I* 


judicial duties, the most eiiligluoned views of the tubject; Mr. Justice DenUun, who 
of all abstract and legal questions. Mr. was so fr<o from connexions and aiubi** 
justice Gould %ays—*'This court cannot fcions of every kind; and Mr. Justice 
know the nature and |><jwor of the pro- Foster, who may be truly called the Mag- 
ceedings of the House of Commons ; it is na 1 h.ntj of liberty of persons, as well ah 
founded on a dWbrent law.”—“ The ca.ses of the lives and fortunes of men; all these 
piodiiced respecting the high commission revcRtl Judges concurred in this point, 
cuuit, &c. are not to the present purpose, 1 am, ihcrefore, clearly, and wito full 
because those couits had not a legal au- satisfaclym, of opiniQn, that the I^ird 
Uiority. The resolution of the House of Mayor must be lemanded.” 

Commons is an adjudication, and overV Ihc opinion of lord Mansfield U weQ 
court must judge of its own contempts,” known ; that of lord Kenyon has been al- 
Sir William Bhickstoiie says—'* I concur ready quoted by others in this debate, 
in opinion, that we cannot discharge the 'Jhe Court of.Kxchequer,in 177 1 , gave an 
lord mayor. The present case is of great unanimous decision the same, way, in the 
importance, because the libeity of the case of Oliver. Thus, both at the con 


nuliject is materially concerned. The 
Houae of Commons is a supreme court, 
and they are judges of their own privi¬ 
leges and ^contempts; more especially 
with respect to their own members.” 

My l.ord Cliief Justice l)e Grey, after 
much detail of argument and authority, 


elusion of the century, and at the cum- 
mcnc^ment of it, all the Judges in We>t- 
minstcr Hall gave the same judgment, witji 
the single exception of Lord Holt, and even 
Loid Holt, as 1 have stated, went on the 
exception, but admitted the generq] rule 
to be, that the Houses of Parliament were 


says, " In Older to see whether the House judges of their own privileges, and in 
of Commons has authority to comnoit, see ^at view oT lord Holt's opinion, l^rd 
Coke’s fourth Institute, 23. Such an as- Chief Justice Dc Grey agrees; so that we* 
senibly must certainly have such autho- have it confirmed from the highest lutho- 
lity; and it is legal, because necessary, rity that piiiilcgeof parliament is tube 
IiOid Coke says, they have a judicial judged of only in parliament, 
pow'ei'f'each momSer has a judicial seat in It appears, that these solemn adjuJica- 
the House: he&pcaksof luattcrsufjudica- tions are confirmed by what arc deno* 
lure of the House of Commons, fourth in- minated text authorities. As to lord Coke's 
stitutc,. 23. The Hpu^c of Commons, doctrincS^ 1 have already reft-i red to the 
without doubt, have power to commit variouscxtiactsrcadby my learned friend; 
pefsons examined at their bar, touching and 1 have read some of them myself, and 
elections, when they prevaricate, or speak ihcse aie all rucognised by sir Williaqi 
fdbely; so they have for breaches of pri- Blackstoiie, whose text work I have aU 
vilege; so they have in many other ready cited. In addition to this, 1 have 
cases.”—" In the case of the Aylesbury the authority of lord Hale, whose deep 
men, .the Council admitted, L^d Chief research into every question, of which he 
Justice Holt owned, and the House of has treated; wha.se learning, whose love 
Lords acknowlalged, that the Houae of of liberty, and whose integrity, can never 
Commons had power to couiiiiit for con- be too much extolled. Mr, Hargraye, 
telnpt and breach of privile|e.”—“ Per- whom my learned friend (sir S. KomilI]r)i 
haps a contempt in the House of Com- so justly praised for those high qualities of 
inons, ill the Chancery, in this Court, and learning, integrity, and industry (in wliicb 
in fhe Co«irt of Durham, may be very dif- 1 must cordially join) has given to the 
fereni; therefore, we cannot judge of.it, puhTic much valuable learning of lord 
but every Court must be sole judge of its 'Hale's; and with a liberalUyLwhich al- 
own contempts.” And then, in the con-, ways accompanies true genius, is reaqy 
elusion'* 
most 
refen: 

VOL. XVI. 
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Mr. IRlIer, alluded to lord Hale’s opi- public in the Morning Chroncle of this 
nion ill an unprinted niaiiuscript; that I day, by the person at whose request it 
might be sure of the quotation, I obtained uasobtaii^d. The case on which Mr. 
from him the pi-sageof iht* manuscript*. Fox’s opinion was asked, went diiectly to 
It is entitled, ” A discourse, or history the question here at issye ; namely, whe- 
concerning the Power of Judicature in iher libel on ilic high Court of Parliament 
the King’s Council in Parliament/* In or its numbei', for their conduct in par- 
the eleventh diapter of that work, lord liaM'^nt, i-. ii breach of privilege, punidw 
Hale .says, Hot surely the right of cii- able by impri-somnent. It is given upon 
minal punishno lit of breachesof privilege a case respecting the privileges of the 
of the iiKUibers of the House of Commons, House of Lords but the leasoning tuma 
by long and unquestionable usage, be> entirely upon the privilege, as maintained 
longs to tJie House of Commons ; but yot and exorcised indhe House i/f Commons 
to giio dani**gcs/' Thus patting the The strain of the opinion throughout esta- 
pouor of ciimmal punishment by the blishes distinctly, that he thought that 
House for breach of ♦privilege, upon long the House of Commons had the power to 
and unquestionable usage; and by ex- punish libel on the House or its members,^ 
eluding fine or pecuniary damages, mak- ni the exercise of their duty, as a hrt .ch 
ing it clear that the punishment must be of privilege or cr^nienipi, by su( h ir^pii- 
imprisonment to be regulated by the na- sonmeut as the llou.c is in the practice 
turc of the usage, as it is now well under- of inflicting. It is furihi-r .natenal toob- 
stood, not for a lime certain, Wt only at serve, that Mr. Fox, n hose attachment lo 
pleasure, dm ing the session, to end with the trial F.y Jury was most rivclted, inalu- 
prorogation. With the authority of loid tamed this opuiicii during the whole of 
Hale, a person, whose extreme accuracy his life, and dcliveied it as bis opinion 
and habit of the most scrupulous inquiry in this House, the last time it wasdis- 
w'ould never permit him to state any light, cussed, staling, that the House'oo»iM not 
as founded on long and unquestionable patl with it, or with safety give it up to 
usage, which he had not discovered to he the other tribunals, 
so, I might safldy close this part of the Mr. Perry sub.nitted his queries to Mi. 
argument, and call upon the House fo Fox, in rcgulai* order, and Mr. Fox n gu- 
concludc, from their own resolutions and laily aq^wered them. The first queiy ib, 
their praclice, from the authority of Cuuits though the House of liOrds as well a» 

of Lawj from the writings of lawyers, that cveiy court of justice, have the power 
the power of commitment for breach of of protecting their proceedings from un- 
privilege, was clear and unquestionable, lawful obstruction, can this iigiit extend 
!ilut I cannot avoid bringing under the to the commitment for ‘the misdeirieanoi 
considerati'm of the House, an opinion of libel ? 

which may be ju.stly placed in this part of la answer lo this question, Mr. Fox 
the discus-lion, ami wdiich at once esta- sa 3 ’s, "There can bg^ no right of>‘oin- 
blishes that comniilmtnt is the punish- milting but for conienijit ; but an act 
'montfor breach of piivilegc ; that libel which lomes propeily under the descrip- 
on the House or its members is brcacJi of tion nf a ('onteinpt, is nut the Less a con* 
privilege, and that ihe [louse is sole judge tempt for being also a inisdinneauor. In- 
ot the oflence. The opinion to which I deed, it is dilFicuii to conceive a contempt 
refer, alas! is canonized by the death of which would not bo a misdemeanor.” 
him who gave it; one whoso los-, still Here is no li nitationo( contempt tq th» 
creates'almost an iiicapatity discuss narrow, ^igiading ground of mere ob- 
what fell from hiin : the greato t of all •itru.tjon; but both from the terms of the 
parliamentary lawyor.s, I me in Mr. Fox, an^wn.-, ai.d the subject matter of the in- 
distinguished for his love of jU'tice and quiry, itisqilfiloclcarth.il the omtcmpfw 
hia love of liberty; who (as I have olteii a Inch was in his view, wa** the misde- 
heard him say of himself) was, as it wore, .neanor of libud upon the Hou^e or its 
brought up and educated in this House, membeu, in the txcitisc of ihoir func- 
gave an opinion on this subject, in 171)8. tions in parliament. 

1 have been for some lime possessed of The second query is likewise important., 
that opinion; but it is now given to the p implies, that the ii Jit is in the House 

of Commons, puls die doul)!; o^to the 
* Hargrave’s Judicid Arguments, vol. ^Housc entirely on'the excess of* pmii&h- 
► P-7. r nieut infliped by that HiOUie. 
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Second quer^: ** Has the House of 
Lordsj cither in its legislative or judicial 
capacity, any povrer of commAnient be 
yond that of the House of Commons i the 
latter never committing for a lime certain, 
nor imposing a fine/' 

Answer: “ 1 do not think the House of 
Lords, in any capacity, has powers of 
commitment beyond the House of Com¬ 
mons; but, 1 neiieve such powers of com¬ 
mitment have been exercised by it; and 
1 fear, without the reproof which such 
exercise ought to have drawn from the 
House of Commons/' 

Mr. Pox’s answer to this query, dis¬ 
tinctly recognizes the power of the House 
%f Cemmous, to the extent to which. 1 
have here argu(Ml it. And as the whole 
question turned upon a libel on the con- 
<iurt of the Iloii'ic of l,ords being a con- 
or breach of privilege, it is clear 
the.t his opinion was, that libel, as 1 have 
defined it, is a biOiuh of privilege; and 
that such coininilment as the llonsc of 
Comrnoin pnu'iices, is a legal punishment 
for <uch ai^nftence. 

Besides, Mr. Fox explains himself in his 
answer to the first query, by saying, that 
a conieinpt is not less so for being a mis- 
d'-nicannr. lie aciompanies these ou 
swers with a b Uer to JMr. Perry: and 
what he slates in Ins lettt'r, makes ITis opi¬ 
nion on the queries still more distinct and 
clear. Ho says, referring l(» the commit¬ 
ment of Mr. Perry by the Lords ; The 
Conduct of the l'U)use of I.onls soems to 
hare been very harsh. But hnish as it 
is. I do nut know that it is ountrary to 
precedent, or oiherwise illegal, than with 
respect to the tcimTlrtd the fine; and I do 
noj know that my opijuon upon these 
heads is that of any other person, much 
less the general one." In the latter clause 
of this sentence, Mr. Fox clearly refers to 
the (lifierenee which the term and the 
fine, as exercised by, the House of Lords, 
inade^ and not lo Mic gcuieral question of 
considering llhul as contempt, *and pu¬ 
nishable legally as the Hou^c of Commons 
punishes jt. And in the fi^t brand! of 
this sentence, he delivers a clear opinion 
in favour of the doctrine for which I con- 
teinL • 

He aftc* wards observes on Mr.Lr.skine's 
letter, respecting the ca«e of contemptfin 
Ireland ; and says, The whole letter 
seems relate more to ordLiwyrv courts of* 
justice, th.an to the Hqp^^TSljQiarliament; 
Dul even in tTie case Hb^^^h ct^rts, if a 
man were to write*cont^aciouslVf of the 


manner m which a Judge gave jadgment» 

1 suspect he would certainly, be attached 
for a contempt; though this case Is not 
mentioned by Mr. Erskine, nor does it 
come perhaps strictly within the line of 
his argument/' So that Mr. Fox emer<- 
tains not the least doubt of the power of 
Courts to punish for contempt; and dearly 
considers that a contumacious attack upon 
a judgment pronounced, past and over, is a 
Contempt which a Court might punish by 
its own authority, and without the inter-, 
vention of a jury. I confest, sir, the pe¬ 
rusal of this opinion, the knowledge inat 
Mr. Fox retained lli^sc doctrines, ns tho 
sound doctrines of the Constitution, to the 
last, give me much consolation, and in-, 
spire me with great confidence in the 
opinion which I have, endeavoured (o^ 
maintain. 

After such a trail! of precedent, regu* ■ 
larly resolved, and uniformly acted upon 
Uy the House, and acquie.sced in by the 
publis:; rafter the opinions of Courts of 
Justice in public, of lawyers and states¬ 
men in their closets, can a doubt remain 
as to tile nature of the privilege, or the ex¬ 
tent of the power to punish a breach of it ? 
And is it fit that vve should be told at this 
time of day, that we can only check'Iibel 
upon the House or its members, by the 
interposition of the Courts of Law, and by, 
a prosecution in Westminster Hall ?, Con¬ 
sider for a moment, Sir, bow ill adapted 
this House is for proceediiTg by that 
(‘ourse. \Vc*hi\ve not means for it, adc- • 
qii.'iie oven to those of a parisji vestry ; 
we have no law ufticcr of our own ; hut 
we have^o borrow the law' oflicers of the 
Crown; and by their efforts, if we are re¬ 
duced to proceed against libel in a court * 
of law', we must have our cause cwi- 
ductc-d. Is it possible, under such circunt- 
stances, that those who wish well to the 
station and authority which this House 
has hcl'J, in the constitution of tiie coun¬ 
try—should desire to have our redress for 
such offences, remediable only by a Court 
of Law } Do they recollect the effect of 
that proceeding in the two last instances 
in which it was adopted by the House, 1 
moan the case ofS ockdale, and the case 
of Reeves ? The fust a moat lihelloi^s at- 
lack^ipon certain members o( this Houscj, ■ 
^n the great and arduous duty of prose¬ 
cuting by imjTeachment, attacking the 
very essence, as it were, of our power, as 
the great inqbisitor of the nafion; the 
other, a direct attempt to^ annihilate'the 
independence of theHt^use of Commons^ 
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aftd assert the omnipotence of the Crown 
fn the Constilotion of the country. Those 
outrages against the privileges of 
the House ; the one destructive of our m- 
qiiisitortal character/the other denying 
our functions, and asserting that all was 
vested in, and flowed from, the crown as 
matter of inilulgrntc, went acquitted and 
nnpunisiicd. Aic these the means by 
which the people’s lights arc to be vindi¬ 
cated and maintained, or the privileges of 
the Commons of England to be upheld } 
Sir, if a conpary docti me is not enfc^ced 
and maintained, now that its privileges are 
so daringly attacked, theie is an end of 
tliat gi cat security Sf the peopic’s/reedom, 
.so often asserteS and sustained by the 
just, temperate, and firm exercise of ttie 
privileges of this House. 

Sir, I come now more particular! v to 
the consideration of* the Argument of sK* 
Erancis Burdett—Whether liiat Aigu- 
ment is a libel or not, ha.s been called Jn 
queslmn c\en by the aulhoriiy (^f niy 
learned fiicnd (-sir S.Roniilly.) This, m my 
inmd, IS a most exlraordinaiy and iinac- 
fouatablc doubt. Sir, it i? impossible to 
look at the very introductory sentence of 
the Address, without seeiii'? that itii at 
once meant to lib* 1 aiul misrepresent, 
‘sir Francis Ilurdetl’s Lelter bcginn on the 
page dt*rr tiu* signature of ’tir. Cobht^ti’.s 
“ name. I ihcrcfoie preMinie, that the words 
which follow, “ Sir Fran* us llurdelt to his 
Con^titnenis/’ are Ins woids, and not 
. those of Mr. Cobbett. Th^ passacre runs 
thus: An Address by Sii Fi«iiuis llur- 

dett to bi.^ Constituents, denying the power 
of tin* House or(Vmni(>n> to imprison the 
People of Englanil.” 

J ask, Sir, if these words * sn be consi¬ 
dered as other than the most libellous ? 
and whether, in then natural acceptation, 
they give :i fiue representation of the 
question al issue—I ask, if it is tine that 
the House of Commons has asserted a 
power to imprison the people of England ; 
1 ask, if it IS not slntideruus so to insi¬ 
nuate j and whether thii lion's not, in the 
outset, stamp the character of the produc¬ 
tion to be libellous ? Is it inie, that ih*' 
assertion of a privilege to commit loi libel 
On this House and on its members, nriing 
in discharge of their duty here, is lyi as¬ 
sertion of a power generally to imp/vin 
** the people of England/' and yet that 
is what is meant to be conveyed, to delude 
'Imd deceive the public. Bui, Sir, on ex-, 
aminlng the body of the Argument, my* 
is left without a doubt upon the sub¬ 


ject of its being libellous. It is a rule in 
every case of libel, that the whole context 
is to be taken into consideration, by the 
tribunal which is to judge of it; not only 
with a view to discover whether the words 
charged be innocent, but whether they be 
libellous: in short, to decide upon the 
nilt or innocence of the paper. Beforo 
proceed to the examination of certain 
passages of the paper, bearing the rule 
which I have just stated, constantly in 
view, I wish to have it understood, that in 
construing a p iper of this*sort, Ido not 
consider the passages which arc most abu¬ 
sive in expression, as the most libollmw 
upon the House of (’ommons. On the 
contraiy, I think a rontumelious and ton,- 
tlimacious denial of tlie pri\ doges .iiul au¬ 
thority of this liou >*—A icpiL^i iitatiuii 
of its modes of acting, wJr^h degrade* it, 
and brings it into contempt, a false rc- 
piesenbition of the mainurin which it ex¬ 
ercises its power^so as to bring it into 
hatred with the people—arc libels of a 
more atrocious naluie than that gross ver¬ 
bal abii<>c which has been so often referted 
to in this debate, and wbich my learned 
Inend has piotrctcd from being libel by 
calling It nonsense. Ijook to the whole 
work; (onsider ^ 1/0 atnmo it is dictated, 
and whether the general tendency ol 
it is viiot (under tlic pretence of re¬ 
presenting his conduct to his consti- 
tuents) to vilify and degiade the cha- 
I actor of this House. Look to p.micti- 
lar passages, and say ^whether they ,\\v 
not a (lirort libellous attack upon the con- 
btiliiliou o,f the House, and the ni.inncr in 
vihieh the constitutional lights have been 
exercised ; not questioniiigllieir existence 
or tlieii fitness m powerful and icspcctinl 
argument, aught which nobody deifies, 
but in terms which cleailv mark the 
disposition of mind to be libellous and 
slanderous. In page 35 be says, ** Yet 
limited an I rircuiiiscrd)cd as the House of 
Commons i*, having no* means of no 
ruies of* judicial proceeding, being no 
('‘■iwtof Re<ord,not prtsdmmgto fine, not 
eoinpel mt to administer an o^ih ; never¬ 
theless, It talies upon itselt, first,* to clotcl- 
mine the crime cr po.s//wc<o ; secondly, it 
calU upon lli« acoubed to eliminate hmi> 
self, contrary to tvery pniu iplewf English 
laiv ; and m'this cxtrajudicnl minner, 
upon a man criminating hiitisolf (so fir oj 
avowing him?eJf tfic author of what h.is 
not been b*' a crime* ran bti 

^cilledt erhninating* himself), the Iloiiso 
proceedAq judgment, sflid investing itself 
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*with all the powers of,Grand Jurjj Petty 
Jury* Accuser, Jhdge, and Executioner, 
without evidence, without trial# it pro- 
nouncea a sentence of indehnite imprison¬ 
ment; and this in its own cause, where, 
Jeast of all, it should take upon itself to 
decide.”—Now, Sir, 1 deny that this re- 
pFCsentafion of the course of our proceed¬ 
ing in such case is true; and 1 assert, that 
such inisrepre^ntation, thus conveyed, is 
a libel, and breach of privilege. First of 
all, it is impossible not to observe, that he 
sets out with dfnying the qualifications of 
the House of Commons, according to its 
ancient constitution, which have been suf¬ 
ficient for all its funcilons in all times, by 
Uie means of which it has made those won¬ 
derful exertions in support of the people's 
rights; in successful resistance to the So¬ 
vereign’s usuipatiuMs; in regulating the 
system of this free and limited monarchy, 
on which I have observed in the outset. 
We are here represented as unfit for our 
duty, because we cannot administer an 
oath; yet in all limes we have discharged 
our great functions, legislative, judicial, 
and inquisitorial, in the maintenance of 
freedom and order, without such a power; 
and it is not immatLM'ial that these objec¬ 
tions to the immemorial constitution of 
tliis House were not observed and noticed, 
when witnesses of the most dubioi^ cha¬ 
racter w'cre under examination in tlie last 
session. When the private repositories of 
one of those witnesses were ordered to be 
broken open, under the authority of this 
House,*under your unsealed warrant, no 
objection was rai.«cd to the defect of our 
constitution, or the injustice of our act. 
Yet we are now aci;^ed, “ first, of deter¬ 
mining the crime ex post/acto.'^--^** Second¬ 
ly,* of calling upon the accused to crimi- 
nate himself.’.’ Now, Sir, this i.s the first 
time I ever heard that a crime could be 
determined otlierwise than ex post facto; 
and on this passage 1 must have recour.''C 
to th« notable vindication, that it is not 
intelligible. But sir Francis Burdett, hi 
the passage under consideration, fiays, 

‘ secondly, “ We ca*i upon the accused lo 
cNminati! himself, contrary every prin¬ 
ciple of English law.” Now, Sir, tiiis is 
directly contrary to the fant, for we pro¬ 
ceed acoording to the slnctrst rules of 
justice. We ask the parly, if he is guifly 
lor not guilty. Jf be admits the guilt, wc 
proceed; if he denies it, hou' do we pro-, 
ceed } *I desire that JpHS&cis Burdoit 
may be rtft'iped to tbCcase mNJ^r, Horne 
in 1774; to which surely he rught have 


had access from the most auihenticjKmrce. 

I have already stated that casarfutly, jis it 
applies to this question in another poin^ ot* 
view, I mean as a precedent establUbii^ 
the privilege. 1 now beg the House to 
apply it to the matter under considera¬ 
tion ; and 1 ask, whether it does not aflbrd 
the most convincing proof that there is 
not the least foundation for the libellous 
misrepresentation that tlvis House, in its 
judicial character, in its proceedings, and 
privileges, ** calls upon the accused .to 
crinsinate himself.” Did it do so in the 
case of Mr. Horne Tooke, in*1774 ? That 
gontleman was not called on to say a 
word, bqt, on the contrary, was admit fe9j|: 
to plead, and he pleaded Not . 

accurate was the House in its procee<fi|^|^ 
.«o little inclined to act contrary to rav 
principles of English l<kw, by forcing the 
accused to crj.miiiaLeJiiniself, that the evi¬ 
dence of the printer was not permitted to 
be read against Mr. Tookc as evidence, bc- 
ca*use it was given to exculpate himself-., 
that btli^r Witnesses were called—that 
those witnesses did not prove the fact— 
and that though Mr. WoodfuU had slated 
that Mr. Horne was ihe author of the let¬ 
ter to sir Fletcher Norton—and though 
every body was morally certain of the 
truth of that fact, yet Mr. Horne was ac¬ 
quitted, becifb.<?G it was not legally proved, 
that he was the author. Cun there be a« 
more demonstrative proof, that this^sser- 
tiou respecting the proceedings of the ** 
House of Common.^ is without foundation; 
and if so, thal it is a libel on the House, * 
and a wilful attempt, with beUer know¬ 
ledge at command, to mislead the people? 
The HoU^o i.s accused, by sir Ftancis Bur- 
licit, of being Grand .Tory, Petty Jury, 
Judge, and Executioner, without evidence, 
and without trial.” With respect to thie 
last branch of the accusation, the case 
which I have juit referred to, proves it to 
be unfouiidod—with regard to the other 
part of it, it is a false colouring, calculated 
to mislead aiid«irrilate. 

The coiistitmion of the House of Com¬ 
mons is, in that respect, like every other 
tribunal proceeding fur a contempt; and 
.t is a little curious, that those very per- , 
sons w ho ailmit the necessity of comnut- 
lin^ lor obstruction, seem never to have 
considered, that, in the case of conlomjjX 
wiiich they admit, this general charge is 
equally an objection. Sir, it is an objec¬ 
tion, arising from the very nature of this 
necessary power vested in a supreme tri* 
bunal. But grave, aiid serious, apd uni- 
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ibrmas ibis part of iho libel appears* it 
falls far abort of that which I am about to 
observe. 

In page 43 lie says, " First, The 
proceedings are upun bi.re suggestion, 
contravy to Magna Cliui ta/’—'* Ncconilly, 
Mr. Jones is called upon to ci iminate him¬ 
self, contrary to common sense, and every 
principle of the law/*—*• Thirdly', The 
House of Commons ascertiin the fuel 
without evideiu't’, being incapable ot ad* 
ministering an oath.’*—Fourthly. They 
pre\iou*^Iy detcrmiiiG the guilt, i\t:iiout 
appealing fo any law.’*—Fifthly, They 
pronounce jiulguiei.t witiiout tvial."-— 
"Sixthly, 'i’ltty ^c^tcnGt.’ ^.f indeli- 
iinpiiicjiiMejit, centrajy to law/’— 
levenlhiy» 'Lhe .Speaker is’^iur. a war- ] 
rant of cojiuuumc'ii*, 'nle^al in the gross, 
and in ail its ingr(Aiicut&—uo lav. ful au- 
ilioritv—no l.'.wio-. : 410 hvu'iid con- 


one step that has not been marked in a 
peculiar manner with disrespect for the 
laws; a disrespect, in which alt the parts 
have been womlerfully consistent through¬ 
out, in constituting the most Unlawful act 
the mind ofuinn can possibly conceive?*' 
How groundless and calumnious all this 
cnumrrciiion is, and is proved to be, by 
wh'U 1 have just stated! But that which I 
coiiMdor to be the most libellous and offen¬ 
sive, h whatis said, Sir, upon your warrant. 
It is done, too, in some respects, with coh- 
vsiderable address, so as tii’ have a case for 
observation, which shall avoid the con¬ 
tumely. He says, p. 44: " Let this in¬ 
strument, T:iis Thing” —Thc*n come the 
two Latin v.urd^, **siiig(vcris^^ —unintelligi* 
I'lfi to tl;c i.iultitude ; and, therefore, con- 
vevingto those ..’hoin it is meant to ])oison, 
the ur»qir\UlLd and ce^'^emptuous epithet 
of''this thing;” but saving the general 


clusioii—aiid Jt.a* f i. iil.al at.nn)/ 

of law, a seal <if Th.'.t ii:c jjufjlic 

may exercise Its cvui jiid. un iil, ko.vovcr, 
the vvarrajiti.s here set 

' Mercurii, l'T Die roLi'i.arii, In 10 . 

•Whereas the House <d' Cooi-uous iiath 


• this day adjudged, that John 0 de Jiines, 

• having wniteri a*»d caused t<» he printed 

• a certain paper, contuitiing libeli.r.is re- 

• flections on the character and conduct 


■•eujai of (he passage from that meaning, 
Ij}'^ tlic iiv.crlion of the words “ sui ge/tc- 
nV* which ni’.y lie sahl to qualify the 
coniomp.’jr.us epMiet. But, Sir, I do not 
piit the InjurioUsS and most defamatory 
characier of tins part of the paper, upon 
any nice disdiuUion like thi-:; J put it, 
St, i jioii the gross, tlie unjustifiable, 
arid dvprading* manner in wdneh he a(- 
tack<t the warrant issued under \ouv 


•of the said House and of some of tlip 

• members thereof, is lhere!)y guilty of a 

• high breach of the privileges of the said 
' House: (find whereas the said House 
•hath thereupon ordered, that the said 

• John Gale Jones be for his said oflence 
^ committed to his Mujp^ty’a gaol of New- 

• gate : these are therefore to require you, 

• the Keeper of hi.^ IVIajf*.sty’sgadi of New- 

• gate, to receive into your custody the 

• body of the said John Gale Jones, and 
■• him safely to keep in your custody dur- 

• ing the pleasure of the said House, for 

• which tins shall be your sulheient war* 
•rant. Given under my hand this 

^ day of February 1810. 

‘ CiiAHtEs Abbot, Speaker. 

• To the JSTtf^r qf His 3f(ijesiy*M 

• Gaol of N{v;g(ite/ 

*• Let this instrument, Tins Thing suige- 
neris, be contrasted with the description 
above given of the properties of n lawful 
warrant. Does it not evidently appear, 
that this piece of unsealed paper, signeil 
by the Speaker, by which an untried sub-' 
ject has been ovllawrd, bears no feature 
of legality ? and that, from the com-, 
mencemeat of this proceeding, in its pro- 
and to conclusion, there is not 


handp by the authority of this House. 
And because it has not a seal to il; be¬ 
cause the ancient and undoubted authority 
by which the House have always s[iokcn 
according to the ancient law and tisige of 
Parliament, has not I'his appendage <jf a 
common jaw writ, it is .scofied at, and re- 
pre.sented as bearing no feature of legality, 
not only that the unlettered multitude, but 
that men of education, may be deceived. 

Go.';d God! Sir, what is this country 
arrived at! What is the ignorance of 
the writer, or his persuasion of the ig¬ 
norance of the people, when he states 
such an objection in language and in sub¬ 
stance, ^o grossly libellous and ollcusive, 
as (hat this warrant, this instniinerit by 
which the House acts in all its funriion.s, 
judicial, Icgisimive, and inijuisitoriai,^ ^ 
" illegnl in the gross and in all thV ingredi- 
ciits !” Sir, it was b}^ thii wsTrant, however 
deseribed, anti whatever its form — this 
warrant without a seal, this warrrftit, signed 
b)* the Speakbr of the Commons House 
of parliament, that our ancestors made thft 
■I'reat seal ot^ngland in liie bani|s of tins 
Keeper of conscience in the 

custody rft^he Cmmcellof of^Englnud, 
bend topis will.—It was'^lhis abu?ed, de- 
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”^adct], atul vilified instrument, which But the legal reasoning and authorities' 
ijiade the Earl ot* Shafiesbury, in 167t> on which it is faumied, are as fallacious as 
(nheu he lent himself to accomplish the the production itself is libellous, 
tyrannical design’^ of Cliarios the (Second, The whole proceeds upon a supposition, 
liy alternptiiig once more to attach to the that the law of parliament is not part of 
I i*own the sole power of filling the vacaiN the law of the hind.— Refute that position^ 
cies of this TIu'asc, and trying the rt turns of and the whole fabric is overset, 
i.s mcuii)ei* ), give way to its anthority. It That iho law of parliament is a branch 
is this c.ai'rant, this u’.iseaLcI i.'.ipcr, which of tlie law of England, and has always 
LvsimniUii. the clcik of the ’ecu so, it is unn^resfarv to prove: it is 


1 ■'•w oaiiv cos 


Clown to append the great seal of England j text law, to be found in the earliest and 
to the Wi ll for electing; a member to ;b»' ■ fiio hucst vrorh*; of ail who have written on 


Uou^e—on cbbrrt-:.> suprctiie and powerful, 
t^at it sfCius to me mosi extraordinary, 
that its {‘fdcacy sliould noiv be qncpi .aio l; 
and fjiie.'.iiMU'd in such terms as hove been 
opulied lo it, in the argument t-f ' ir Fran¬ 
cis llnideU. That this wanai.t, w'hich ha> 
f odmed for ages, \tfhich l)ns, wiihoiit a 
i. iil,*' been in c-aisUint usv, to attain all 
tlic ends of thii. lioire, iu its inqnisilcriai, 


(be fjukject of oui’ b)ws and ctyistitutloa ; 
Fo much so, th-:t I f-cl a degradation in 
being Cl!led on to make the assertion. 
■Whcie the^i is t!ie argiitncnt founded on 
>?agna Charla wincli is worded in the al- 
rmiativc r wdiiih say?, no man shall be 
iinpris(*;u'il but bv the j'vigment of his 
prfir.^, cr ilie law of the land ; clearly de-' 
rhviog (hnt there arc*olhr.r modes than. 


'’.s well as in iis j^iicir.l character; which ju r-piicnt of jii< peers, by which a sub- 
ii’s been unii'crn.iy obeyed witli as much jeci of Eo.gland may hr: imprisoned, 
regularity as the writs of other CouvI'j, in In ihe Arcnmc sit, there is a greatdisplay 
ojicning the rcpniiitoile;!, and comp, liing of ic gal auihoi —.lord f-oUe is repcai- 
1 hi; appearance of j;»ari'es, i;!.oul(I I'o cha- <dly queted, and Isis do'.lriirc* relied on. 

ractcrizcd as>*Lcaring no I’eaturc of le- Without dragping ihc H'itr'f* (aher the 

galily ; tb ;la use of the war ant, which kind aUeiUion i have received) tlirough 
has l)cen unifinn ami inva:i:ible for ages, all these fjuof'.tions, and shewing thattnc 
ihould now be hii.anvAtizcd ** .'*a c<.nslilut- d«/Ctiis;'j relied upon by sir Francis Bur-* 
iiig the most mil .wild act that the mind of dell, is doctnne refen'ing to the connnofi 
inaiuanconcclic’'—can only bo accounted Ia\y, and not fo the lav/ of parliament; 
for, by con.sidoring ii as rosulling iVom fi I do beg the House lo iitlend to this 
mind dctciiiiined to libel the long esta- one obr-crvation in the Add;ess and Ar- 
bli^hed process of th'.i inanch of tlio liigh gument of sir Francis Burdett—ferd Coke 
court of puriiament; the forms of wiiich is quoted, I bflicvc, thirteen or focr- 
are as mifch recogniird as a part of the teen times. Lord Coke wroU’ four great 

law of Englaiul, as the writs of those tri- general works, by I lie name of In^itutes : 

Luinis Lo uli.cli it is compared. the first, his commentary upon Littleton, 

Is it po,\sibIe, that jy;)y person, reading professedly *on (ho law of tenures, branch- 
tins passage, can attacli to it any other ing into topics of municipal iaiv, and 
charatter, than that of a libel, founded in rarely into the constitution of parliament': 
doctrine which, if it prevails, unniliilalcs | the second [ii.slitute, readings on certain - 
at once all the means by which this statutes: the third Inslitulo. a di-<sertation 
House has uniformly proceeded—by on the criminal law. The fourth Institute 
wliich, in all its ordinary acts, it has at U upon the great courts of the kingdom ; 
all time^obtained pessons, papers, apd re- the first chapter upon the High Court of 
cords—w'ithout which, it could no'* bring Parliament; so feliat this last-metKiooed 
a ppison, by the'sergeant, to the bar of w'ork is the only one of those four Iiistilhtes; 

IIouoc, lo answer any question on a containing doctrine profesFcdly on this- 
taMi of ite privileges (for that act is an very subject, and distinguishing through-^ 
ip) isonment, and that act is done by this out the common law from the law of paf- 
nr,nn ^ I'oumlud on uniform custom and lianient. This fourth Institute, accord 
;';l<:^:Q^!al•n'age), necessary to preserve ingly, Jornis the great repository of the' 


; i;-. ihc coiis:ilutioii hy duly snp-» 

yi-ig us I'lsi and lu'ccs^ary privileges. 

■ d I* i t 0 and strain of argu- 
()n»du(.tioii, are li- 

• 1 -'.' a fffmbi. '/iiid ,if I wfen I tell them, thaf the numertnftqifO-' 
. * I, I muitproiiounce titions which sir Franci&Banfetthatmsdt' 


parliament, to which we all have recourse;' 
wlTem^ny question of the nature now under * 
our discushioii arises. 

,Now, St, it will surprise the Hoimo; 
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ihmi lord Coke> are all confined to the 
three first IiulUutes ; and that he has not 
one quotation or reference to the fourth In¬ 
stitute, the only work which lord Coke has 
writleii professedly on the constitution of 
parliament. No, Sir. this grand repertory 
of the law of parliament; in which are to 
be found all those doeli ines respecting our 
privileges, to which I have alicady re¬ 
ferred in what I have stated to the House 
in the ouset, is entirely passed l>y, and 
the existence of such a work is never once 
pointed ou{ or acknowledged. What 
shall we say of the candour of a disqnisiriiui 
which is tims conducted? But, Sir, this is 
not the only cibserValion which this course 
calls forth. By treating this subject, 
with reference to the doctrine of the com- 
moti law, w'hich is only one branch of the 
law of England, the mind is entirely 
misled, and doctrines referred to, wliieli 
the law of Parliament nut only dues not 
acknowledge, but denies. 

Sir, there is another course of argument 
equally fallacious and unjust in thuAddress 'j 
of sir Francis Burdcit, when the assertion 
of the privileges of the House of Commons 
is referred to, as made in the reigns of 
James the first, and Charles the iirst, under 
the sanction of lord Coke, and the other 
great men of that day.—It is rcpiesentcd 
that the privileges here contended fo|', 
are not enumerated among those there as¬ 
serted; and it is concluded, therefore, that 
as this privilege was not then asserted, it did 
not exist;—yet it is well known to all who 
have any information of the history of 
those times, that no privilege was asserted, 
but those which had been disputed ; and 
it would be easy to enumerate m'any of the 
best ascertained privileges of the House of 
Commons, which were not asserted at that 
period. But does It follow' from thence 
that they did not exist? The best and 
most convincing proof of the w'cakness of 
this mode of treating the subject, i.s to 
be derived from the admission ol privileges 
made by those who deny the privilege 
in question; namely, the doctrine of 
contempt by obstruction. Those who ar- 
most strenuously against libel on the 
House or its members being a breach of 
privilege, still admit that the obstructions 
of our proceedings arc breaches of ^rivi-. 
lege; yet that privilege is no more to be 
discovered in the enumeration of thoA; 
which were asserted in 1621, than thi • 
more extended privilege for which I huvp 
been contending. It would be endless tv 
go through the other objections in detail. 


which this work affords, all of them shew- 
ittg equally its fallacy In argument and 
authority, and its liltellous character in, in¬ 
tention and in language : Ishall, therefore, 
proceed uow Sir, to the third and last 
branch of this most important question-^ 
the punisliment. 

Mr. Spe'aker, I announce my views of 
this part of the subject with the more sa¬ 
tisfaction, because nothing has yet been 
stated, or is yet known, as to the punish¬ 
ment intended to be proposed by those 
who have brought this mailer forward, so 
that it is impossible to impute the propo¬ 
sition of any iiidividijal, to the influence 
of fear or apprehension. Upon the most 
attentive consideration which I have bef.n 
^blc to give this matter, 1 am satisfied, 
that in this ca^r^ and as applied to this 
person, thi^ most udvi:,^i)le punishment is a 
reprimand from the chan ; and when the 
proper time comes, 1 shall tlunk it my duty 
to move that sir Francis Buidctt do attend 
in his place, and receive such reprimand. 
In proposing ihU, I propose a punishment 
most perfectly appropriate to the offence, 
perfectly consistent with the dignity of 
this House and the maintenance of its pri¬ 
vileges. Upon the subject of libel upon 
the House or its members, the power to 
ilict a discretionary punishment implies 
the n?ces.sity of weighing it with the great¬ 
est deliberation; and considering the si¬ 
tuation, the character, the rank, the edu¬ 
cation of the person who is the odject of it 
—nothing is so ready to mislead in a 
question of this sort, ns to inflict a certain 
punishment on one person, because that 
punishment ha.s boon adjudged on another 
for a similar offuneg.^. First, the discretion 
may liave been injudiciously exercised in 
the first instance. Secondly, the impres¬ 
sion to be made on the person who is the 
object of punishment, must be ditierent 
acciirdiug to the mind of the offending 
person, being more or less educated, and 
his station more or less clevatedoin so¬ 
ciety. “Sir, the object in point of public 
example and public information, will be 
nio’‘e cffecluaily attained by a lepriman^ifr' 
than by any other course. It' is of infi¬ 
nite consequence, that the doctrine re- 
specMiig the privileges of this^IIouse, 
should be oRen inculcated a>id pressed 
iq^on the pul)lic mind, ihvit the antidote to 
the false doctrines which have been forced 
upon the people, may be rep.ied to in the 
most a“d may i't)mc from 

tlic hign^t authoiily. We all know, Sir> 
with what eficct this iVould be exec:uied 
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byyoQ; tvith prhat sincerity, zeal, an^ 
perspicuity the privilege would be as< 
eerfed; with what just severity, and i. 
what forcible langua^, the reprimam 
would be pronouncecT Such a punish 
ment to an educated man, is more seven 
and elficucious than any other, and, in at 
its aspects, is peculiarly calculated to d' 
service throughout the kingdom. Besides 
Sir, the most recent cai^e upon this subjeci 
of a member libelling the House, shews 
that the punishment which I propose, is 
not at all inconsistent with the oflence, a 
expressed in the resolution under ^onsi> 
deration. It is proposed by the motion it 
your hand, that the Adrlre.ss and Argumen' 
•f sir Francis Burdett should be voted tf 
be a libellous and scandalous paper, rc> 
fleeting on the rights and privileges o 
this House.’* To this proposition I mos 
cordially agree. But as to the punish- 
uicni, 1 refer to that of major Scott, who 


world reason to suppose that -the mpt/ya 
was founded in personal resentment, of any 
thing that could be construed into a vin¬ 
dictive feeling; neither of which, he wan 
persuaded, had the smallest influence oa 
the minds of any one gentleman of that 
House, on the present occasionThis 
sound and moderate doctrine, falling from 
such high authoihy, 1 do trust, will have 
its intiuenoe with the House on this occ^- 
sio?:. And they will sec that it is per¬ 
fect^ consistent to vote a prper to be li* 
beiluus, scandalous and a brdhcli of privi¬ 
lege ; and u* follcw up that vote with the 
puni:)hnient ot repvim:\#d. 

iSir, I have now closed all that ! have to 
offer on this mo.st important question, with 
one small exception. 

I oiniUed to sta’c in its proper place, th# 
ob&ervation.s ut which 1 hinted at an early 
j5eriod of this.speech, re^^pcclmg some of 
the precedents and authorities, on which 


ill 17:^0 published a bbel affecting the pri¬ 
vileges of this Hou^e, in one of the most 
important functions wiiich belong to iti 
He altackei^ its privileges by libelling i(.s 
members in the discharge of the great duly 
of prosecuting by impearlnnent; cnibar- 
rassing the caubc of jiistioo in the proceed¬ 
ing before the Ix)rds, ogaini't Mr. Ilasiings, 
for high crimes and riiis<tv*uK-anors. The 
vote which was passed against major^cott 
was, ** that ho bvni published u letter, 
which the House declared to be a .scanda¬ 
lous and libellous paper, reflecting on the 
honour piul justice ()f the House, and the 


sii'* Francis Ihirdcit relies, i mean that 
respoQtihg Holt and Bridgeman, and that 
relating to iho proceedings against sir 
Richard Sircie. In the fust of those, the 
proceeding was befoie the House of Lords, 
and may relate ihen foi’e to privileges very 
diflbront from ours: and consetjuently 
not applicable ;o tins .subject—that House 
having the clxn'icier of a court of errol' 
and ot appeal in can.ses. The vase of 
Holt and Bridgeman was a proceeding of 
that sort. The olFicr of clerk of ^he crown 
was granted by Charles the second, as a 
sinecure oflice^ to the duke of Grafton. 


conductor the nianageivs,” in teiins almost 
the same with what is now proposed re¬ 
specting sir Francis Burdett, When the 
amoutit’of the puni^nnent tvas discussed, 
Mr. Pitt, with infltiite good sense, and 
most laudable moderation, in my opinion, 
pressed for thu puni^ment of reprimand, 
and that course was adopted without a di¬ 
vision—while the power to imprison was 
fully recognized by the whole House, as 
a legitimate course! &nd the libel4)eiiig a 
breach ofprlvilegci was never even called 
in question. I cannot use words so likely 
fbj^reyail on the House to follqi^v that pre¬ 
cedent, as*those which are attributed to 
Mr, Pitt on that occasion. He said, “ He 
Would recommend it to the Mouse to take 
the matteifop with temper and moderation, 
rather with a view to mark thVir disappr<^ 
bation of such publications, and to hold 
out a lesion to persons to ayoid incurring 
tbeir displeasmp . in futtweirtliadi, by any 
unnecessary hafshprociedibg, toljivc the 

VOt, XVI. 


To deleut that sinecure grant, Iqrd Holt 
^ranted the office to his brother Mr. Holt. 
An actior^ was brought in the court of 
King’s Bench, to try the right to the of* 
Hce; and a bill of exceptions was ten- 
IvreH 10 the direction of the court, which 
he judges refused to seal. A special ver- 
iict was found, and on that special ver¬ 
dict the court gave judgment for Holt, 
Bridgeman brought a writ of error in par¬ 
liament on the special verdict; but as the 
^udge.s had refused to seal the bill of ex- 
repiions, it could not make part of the re¬ 
cord. Bridgeman wishing to have itbe^‘ 
[’ore the court of error, petitioned the I^irda- 
.0 make the judges seal the bill of excep-' 
ions; and theLofds ordered the judges to 
mswer. They, as it were, pleaded to the 
lydsdiction, and assigned theirreasotiA^r^ 
iresenting stioiigly and firmly against the 
, iroceedings of the I/)rds»who in the end ' 
mve way, and did notjnsist upon the com-, 
Vision which they at flrst threatened^' 
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9vbicii vi^in fact ccqae$kmg the judges to 
do that for. which toe statute law of the 
Jhnd had provided a remedy. The whole 
matter proceeded upon the petition of the 

K in a cause, which the Lords, neither 
eir legislative nor judicial character, 
had a right to propose or enforce ; and the 
proceeding having dropt in the manner 
atated, it may serve to show the firmness 
of the Judges in a contest with the House 
of Lords; but it never can illustrate the 
question of privilege. 

In the cast of sir Richard Steele (which 
J likewise omitted to state), it is contended 
by sir Fiancis Burkett, in a note, that sir 
Robert Walpole declared, that *the pub¬ 
lication of a libel was no breach of the 
privileges of the House of Commons; 
and that it was against law for the House 
to treat it as such. 1 must beg the House 
to attend to the fallacy and' M'ant of can¬ 
dour of this statement. It is most im¬ 
portant to detect it. 

1 have formerly observed, thit sir 
Robert Walpole, in the year 1701, took a 
very decided part in the resolutions of the 
House respecting its privileges; declar¬ 
ing, that to publish libels respecting the 
proceedings of the House, or the members 
for their services therein, is a violation of 
its riglits and privileges. It is important 
therefore, to show, that what he did in 
1711!, was perfectly consistent with his 
opinion iq 1701, and was most just and 
correct in every point of view ; and that 
the representation given of this transac¬ 
tion by 9 ir Francis Buulctl, is completely 
erroneous. The only question now under 
conaideralion, is whether a on the 
House, or its members for their services 
therein, is a breach of privilege. It never 
was contended or dreamt of by me, or any 
who have ever supported this doctrine, 
that a libel on the stale or government 
geneially, was a breach of privilege. 
Observe then, that sir Richard Steele was 
not accused of a libel against the House of 
Commons, or against any of the members 
of the House, in discharge of their duty 
there—‘the charge against him, which was 
mode 13 th March 1713, is this—Com¬ 
plaint being made in the House of Com¬ 
mons, of a paper called tlie Englishman, 
and a pamphlet entitled the Crisis*; and 
Mr. Steele acknowledging himself ti)e 
author of these pieces, they are voted 
scandalous and seditious libels; highly 
reflecting on her Majesty, the nobility, 
jgentry, clergy, and universities; malicf- 
oxisly insinuating that the protc.<:tant succes¬ 


sion IB the House of Hanpver was in dan* 
ger under her Majesty^s administration, 
&c. and*that Richard Steele, Esq. the 
author, be expelled the House.” Not 
one word of the House of Commons, from 
beginning to end ; so that this, instead of 
being a libel on the House or its members, 
is a general attack upon the general go¬ 
vernment of the country, for which the 
House of Commons took upon themselves 
to proceed against their member—and 
which proceeding, promoted by a Tory 
administration, sir Robert'Walpole, as a 
Revolution W'hig, opposed ; but in doing 
so, he made no sacrifice of the privileges 
of the House of Commons ; nor did he in 
the least deviate from the principle, cf 
which X bavf; shewn him distinctly to be 
a .supporter in 1701. 

Thus, Sir, it appeal'^, that when prece¬ 
dents and authorities arc sifted and ex¬ 
amined, they arc not applicable to the 
case in <|uestion ; and it is by those mis¬ 
representations and generalities, that pri¬ 
vilege is rendered doubtful, and the people 
misled. 

There is, Sir, at present, a prevailing 
plan and system to degrade the House of 
Commons, and to represent this branch of 
the legi^ature (which is connected with, 
and flows from the people—which has 
privifeges and rights exclusively belong¬ 
ing to it, of tho highest nature; armed 
with which, it has repeatedly fought and 
conquered in the cause of the people), as 
inferior to the other branches of the legis¬ 
lature. For this purpose, the miserable 
shift has been resorted to, of alluding to 
the appellation of the lower House, as 
confirming this deflctk'ine, and implying, 
that its rights and powers are inferior in 
their nature. They^uaderstand but little of 
the constitution of England, who rest upon 
such observations, and rely on such doc* 
trine. Sir, the powers of this House vary 
irom the other branches of the legislature, 
and itfr^ functions aredifferent. Rut Its 
rank is co-equal; and m^ny of its powers 
exclusively its own: while its eflbit^ 
have been peculiarly those, by which the 
constitution has been vindicated and as¬ 
serted. Those who represent (he House 
of Commons as inferior, and exalt the other 
powers of the state to its prejudice, are 
the worst enemies to the lib^ty of the 
country. This House has, and 1 trust 
will, by a due^ attention (0 its dignity, its 
privileges, *and *its.jndepcndenve> in defi¬ 
ance bf despatic attacks olP the crown on 
the cue hand to enslave it, or wicked *or 
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nitsgukieil efforts oP sotHt men on the Mr. Joni^if, aitd thought that case 
other hand to degrade itv always succ^^d ought to have Wn considered With »bihe 
in maintaining its proper rank and' inlpor- iatitutle. Whoever might be the weight 
tartce in Ch^ cortstitutioh ; and as a'Sincere attributed to Mr. Justice Blackstone’s ail^ 
lover of my country, a«d therefore a stre- tliorit}^ no man could have higher claini’ji 
HUOU3 advocate for the just, the necessary, to alteniibn for con^itutional doctrinethanf 
the ancient privileges of this Rouse, I Afr. Hat'grare. 

conclude, His hon. and Icarneil fiicnd had aBb 

Sir S/wmel Romillyt hi explanation, adverted to o private and unpublished 
stated, that he had never said or main* letter of the late Air. Fox, as an autliorily 
tained that the doctrines asserted in the for his argument. From that letter ho 
paper under discussion wCre not a breach should beg likewise to stfite, as the opinjou 
of the piivilcges of that House. Any of that great man, of uliftm no man 
thing titat obstructed their prucetdiiigs thought moi*e highly than hiinscif, that 
must come under'that description, but the the House of I^rds, no more than the 
only doubt he had was as to the libcll House of Commons, hftd a right to coni- 
• Mr. fVhkbrmd tt>en rose and said, that mit persons, and that it was matter of re- 
he hoped for the attention rd' the House gret that the Lords had been suUered to 
whilst he made a few observations, and exercise that right by the House of Com- 
was happy in doing so to take that oppor- inons without reproof.’^ Upon this au- 
tunity of bearing his testimony to the thority, then,*it appeared, that so far front 
legal and constitutional sentiments deli- claiming the privilege itself, the House of 
Vered by his hon, and learned friend who Counmons w.is considered as deficient in 
had just sat down. But great as was his duty ^or .not having expressed any re>- 
respect for that hon. and learned gent, and proof of the Lords for having exercised 
unlimited a| his revetcnce and love were the power. But the hon. and learned 
for the authority (Mr. Fox) which he had gent, opposite (Mr, Stephen) had asked, 
quoted, he must still be allowed to say, whether it was their wish to go back to 
that he was not convinced by the argu- the times of queen Elizabeth. He felt nb 
inents of his hon. nnd learned friend, disposition of that description, but if they 
Had it ever been contended th it the were to reftij to the practices of such 
House was to abandon its privilegesf No. times, he was much afraid that principles 
Whatever might be the wish of any mem- of tyranny were contagious, and that no 
ber as to the revision and reform of these benefit could possibly result from the re» 
privileges, no man deemed them of more irospect. He must again repeat, that 
value t^an himself; no man thought inure their privileges had been given with a 
btghlyof tliem. He considered any Irreach view to the benefit of the people, and 
of the just and legitimate privileges of should never he exercised but for the pur- 
that House, as a direct assault qpon the pose of promoting that end. And here 
libetiies the country j and, conse- he felt bound to state the difficulty arising 
quently, he was not to be told, that in out of the case of Mr. Gale Jones, 'ihey 
oriTer to support the privileges of that might have proceeded against him in a 
Mouse, tlicy were called upon to con- far different way, though they had thought- 
detnn tiic letter of sir Francis Burdett. proper to commit him. The libel of Mr. 
The privileges possessed by the House had Reeves, which had been alluded to by an 
been given for the benefit of the public, hon. friend of his, had been voted by that 
Without such a power, how cvuld the House most libellous and slanderous, and 
ordinary busineaa of the House be con- though one gentleman proposed he should 
ducted ? How could the chairman of its be taken into custody, and another that 
^l^erent committees proceed ^ He had his libel should be bnint by the coiiimon 
himself, & chairman of a comuritiee, ex- hangman ; yet whilst two of the ablest 
ercised the authority given by the House men that ever existed w'ere presetii, the 
in sjeYiding for papers, person^, and records, case was referred to the Attorney Gene- 
Thte otd^S' of the House were, in such ral to prosecute, and the consequence 
cases, unifbnilTy obeyed, ak they must be was, that the individual was acquitted, 
bbeyed, or there would be an end of the * His hon. and learned friend had, he 
most ityportant of their functions and of thought, not treated the hon, baronet 
the liberty of .the countrj^. Mis hon. and ifeirly, when he referred to Mr. Horne, 
learned frieniThad expressed some doubts, *and charged the hon. baronet withdisse- 
as td the propriety or tlfC commitinent of minathig that geut.’s opinions^ That 
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might be a good argument as against an 
individuply if just, but would not go for 
anv thing upon the general principle.—* 
But to return to the aulhorityof Mr, Fox; 
it was the opinion of that great man, that 
every court, which appeared to claim a 
power beyond whut was necessary for its 
proceeding, usurped that power. Was 
there any ca^c in which the House had 
gone farther than in the case of Gale 
Jones? It was the opinion of Mr. Fox, 
that the House of Lords cou'd nut exci- 
cisc tliai power, because there was n« ap¬ 
peal but to the tcgislaiure, of which that 
House was a part. But was not the 
House of Conimotf^ equally a p^rt of the 
same kgislature? Nothing could induce 
liini therefore to vote that the paper under 
conbideraiiou was a libel. But upon this 
subject he was hound to admit, that he 
did not think tliatithe hon. gent,, wl>u 
had Drought forward the (juestion, had 
lent himself as a tool to any administra¬ 
tion in the proceedings which had taken 
place. He begged of the House hoXvcver, 
to consider the steps by uliicli the busi¬ 
ness had hitherto proceeded. It had been 
said, that he had not on a former occasion 
declaied by his vote that Gale Jones was 
not guilty ot a breach of privilege, and he 
took shame to himself iliat lie had not a^;- 
serted on that occasion what he now fejt 
to be right. In the paper under discus- 
siorf, sir Francis Burdett only exercised a 
right which belonged lo him and others, 
to state his opinion upon a j^ublic subject. 
That he might have done so in intempe¬ 
rate language, he was no; prepared lo 
deny; but. he inu^t insist, that, Mr. Gale 
Jones had conducted hnnsclf at their bar 
respectfully ami with decorum. 'Ihe hon. 
baronet (sir J. Ansirutliei] had then an 
oppoituMiiy of stating his sentiments upon 
the subject; he had another opportunity 
when the motion of his hon. friend was 
brought forward for the discharge of Mr. 
Jones. 

As to the argument of the noble lord 
opposite, luundvd upon the appeal made 
in the paper to .he voice of the people, he 
was of opinion that it did no* rest upon any 
firm forndatioii. On the contiary, he 
was persu. ded that the ian;ruagc uf tlie 
hon. buTonet in that partn ular wa^iper- 
feetly jirstifiahle. But I hough he idolized, 
at lea^t re;>pec'tevl in a dtgrec little sbor* 
of idolatrv, ihe memory of the late Mr. 
Fox, still there were some things which he 
should not be disposed to admit, even upon 
<uch high authority. Ha could not as¬ 


sent, however, to the justice of the observa* 
tioii of the him. gent. whV> alluded to the 
oncum'UAiice of that distinguished States¬ 
man having, whilst a very young man, 
sat Upon the Treasury Bench, and voted 
in a particular way on a motion of Mr. 
Serjeant Glyn. if he knew any thing of 
Mr. Fox—if he was alive to his principles 
—if he had imbibed any of his spirit or 
feelings, he was convinced that Mr. Pox, 
upon consideration, would have admitted 
that his conduct in such cases had been 
erroneous. ^ 

But in order to shew that the language 
of sir Francis Burdett’s paper was not li¬ 
bellous, he must again refer to a pamphlet 
published by Mr- Burke, in the time of 
Wilke.s called ** Thoughts on the Public 
Discontents.’^ In that work it was broadly 
asserted, that the people should exercise 
a vigilant superinteudance over the ad¬ 
ministration of public affairs; and that, 
III certain cases, there w.is no remedy 
for grievaiicts to be expected but from 
the mierleience of the great body of 
the people. Had any thing so strong as 
that been stated by the hon. baronet ? 
No: he only called upon the people to 
express by their voices what they felt 
upon the present situation of aflairs. Was 
there any thing in the production of the 
hon. ^laroiiet to be coinpaied with what 
had been published bj that great man 
Mr. Burke ? If they were but to look at 
both, they would be sensible how feeble 
that l.mguage which had been brought 
under the con.sideration of the House was, 
compared with that which had never 
been questioned any where. And here he 
must be allowed to .observe, that he held 
in contempt all feais that would prevent 
him from doing his duty, and voting 
sci^^ntiously. His only apprehension was, 
the degradation that might be brought 
upon the House of Commons. The paper, 
he was of opinion, ought not to have been 
noticed^at all, and though noticed was not 
such as< to call for reprehension. He 
agai-ed wdih the Master of the Bolls, that 
it r as a question of magnitude, but d^id^ 
not think fiiat any harsh or hasty pro¬ 
ceeding was to be taken upon it. 

But neither the bon- baronet who had 
stiokm early in the debate, nor bis hon. 
apd learned friend (Mr. Adam) bad con¬ 
vinced him by their arguments that any 
serious or severe notice ought to be taken 
of this casCi. He would not dedyi how¬ 
ever, .that in certain cases, it’would be 
proper for the House of Commons to pos> 
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sesfl the power of commitment, though London, Every body a«ked, what .it 
that should always be regulated by the meant; and at length the waggish writer 
necessity. But it was not expedient that confessed, that he had it dikributed in 
it should always exercise that right, in order to shew how he could puzzle the 
case of libel, as was evident from the people by publishing four nonsensical let- 
manner in which the prosecution against ters. As to the hon. baronet's allusion to 
Mr. Reeves bad been managed. His the possibility of the Bill of Rights be- 
learned friend (sir Ro lully) had never coming a Bill of Wrongs ; that allusion, 
assrried Hut that House h 111 not till* power he thought, warnnittd by themanmrin 
of rc-inoviog dui>ances ; but that such which that loll bad been abused upon the 
power .shoiilfi never be used but upon a mot k .'for the c< nimiu.ij of Jones. But 
iiece.s-;iiy. It would certainly be a most tlu-re were many .stAiuies made for the 
Uiant^t iiJo«lo of ariroinj, to coitiend lii.d hi neUt of ilie subject, which .were afler- 
the pJacaiiK displ.iycd m the strep's by wards perverted to a didvrent purpose, 
Mr. Jones could luve the etlci.i of iirer- For insrmrrs, the l*lKe Bill was, he un- 
rupnng the proceedings of that Himse. deistood,•luaile us»* of*in Ireland, to get 
Ibtt It might be said, ihLit as tiny had rid ol members adverse to the Union, to 
comm.tied Mr. Jones to cusiody, they procure substimtes by whom tliat, mea- 
ouuut Uiso to CM urnii sir F. Burdett. Tins sore was carried. 1 ois, then, furnished an 
he den ed it •- a* his opinimi, that on- illustration of ihe docinne of .sir Francia 
less they slijuid agree fo I he proposition IJurdett. Tlifscripluftii language applied 
ot his M'.nlc friend, they ought to vole the to that Uou.se, by I he hon. iMronet, could 
adjournment of the discu.ssion for some not^bo Ibimd very inapplicable, after the 
iiionihs, so as to get rid of it altogether, conducj^t o] ilie noble lord (Castlereagh), 
For his own part, upon the best consi- and the right hon. the Chancellor of the 
deratuui he could give the subject, he did Exchei^uer, had been palliated and passed 
iioi purceive^ilic smal est mailer that was over atier their violation of the most es- 
libellous in the public dioii As to the seiuial privileges of the House had been 
allusion to the means by u Inch th.it House ovcrlookt'd. Upon such a proceeding, 
was iis-semb ed, lie could see literally no- any terms of animadversion could hardly 
thing u iproper in that: ^ ure lio wu.s, that be too strong. He would ofler some 
it wouhl j/i.zzlc the hon. baronet toy>oint scriptural lariguaL^e also to the coasidera- 
out how the mtuiboi* for Tralee (Mr, non of the lluuse—“The beginning of 
Canning) came to have a seat in that stiiie was as the letting in of waterand 
House. I'he true course lor ihal Ilous** he cautioned the House to coiftider well 
to pursue, lie miis> contend, was not to ar- the course it was puraiiing. He strongly 
rogaie more privileges than it was eti- -ccomiiicndcd il to get out of IhtS business, 
titled to, or by constant usage cidoyed. Ills proposition was, that the motion then 
With roi^ard lothe real cluractcrof the under consideration should be posl/mned 
paper under dis^ ussion, he declared, that till .such a time beyond the expe 4 ;t 6 d 
be saw no libel whatever in toe brst 'etter sitting of the House, that tiiere would be 
oftAe hon. baronet. In the report of his no cliance of any farther discussion of it—- 
speech there were some points pushed to that Jones .should he Idierated—and then ' 
an extreme. But a di.sposiiion to exag- let a question be raised upon this subject 
gerate was the constant error of the bun. m such a shape that it might be discussed 
baronet. He was too much in the habit without any mixture oflieat or prejudice 
of dealing in the superlative degree. —withoui any proceeding calculated un- 
This, howevt r, was generally the ^iror of duly to influence their own niind^ or to 
sanguine men, add certainly no man coold inflame the otind.s of oiliers. This course 
more sanguine than the worthy baronet he earnestly piessed upon the considera- 
in the purfuit of his object, which was, no tion of the House, but above all he ex¬ 
doubt, that of true constitutional liberty, horted it to attend to riie moderate and Ju^* 
for he saw no reason to imputib to him any dicious advice of ihe learned gent, on tha 
otheV mutne. There were some passages lower«bench (the Master of the Rolls) and 
in this paper which, he Coiilesscd, iie not punishing where tliere was reason to 
oould not understand, and of course he dt>ubt, by not pu>bing matters to ex- 
could not see them down as libels. In- tremity. 

deed, tlTosc p.is.sage.s reminded him in Mr. Canning -said, he could assure the 
some degree of^hc placard of Q. U. O. Z. , bon. member who spoke last, that if ever 
which was some ^ ears a^o posted about le came to the consideration of a question 
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A^ithout the least keeling of political ani¬ 
mosity, it was to the discussion of the 
«|uestion now before the Hou^f*. For 
himself, he could say. that he met it with 
a mind as unprejudiced I’j could he ex¬ 
pected from the inevitable intirrniiy of 
human nature. He liad not sought the 
question; he could not decline it when it 
pressed upon him. In the state in which 
the question was presented to the House, 
it was not po.Hsible to avoid coming to a 
decision upon it. It tlie Mouse were in¬ 
clined to adopt the course recomrnl^ndrd 
by the hon. gent., they should endeavour 
to make their conduct consistent. If they 
arrogated privileges that did iiotfbclong to 
them (an opinion in which he was by no 
means disposed to coincide), the most 
manly course would be to confess their 
injustice, and to repair any wrong they 
mighthave committed by ihforcing ifierii. 
Upon this principle, the hon. gent, would 
himself come in for his share of whaUver 
blame might be attached to the late pro¬ 
ceedings of the House. He could not 
learn that the hon. gent, had ever even 
entered his protest again.st the commit¬ 
ment of Mr. Gale Jones ; and he therefore 
contended, that the hon. member was 
consecpieritly himself a parly to the injus¬ 
tice of that act, if unjust it were. But after 
what he had heard that night he would not 
allow that the House on that occasion had 
overstrained any privilege clainuul by it. 
He woult/ confess that he came to the con¬ 
sideration of the question with considerable 
doubts on his mind, us to the power of the 
House to commit generally—doubts that 
were greatly intTcased and almost corr- 
firmed by the ingenious speech of the hon. 
aifd learned gent, (sir Samuel Romilly) 
on the other side but the arguments of 
the learned gent, on the bench below 
him (Mr. Adam) completely removed 
them. 

With re.spect to the case of Heeves, 
which had been so much insisted on, he 
begged leave to observe, that the resolu¬ 
tion ultimately adopted by the House was 
not that first proposed by a right hon. 
friend of his (Mr. bheridan), whom he did 
,not now see in his place, 'fhe resolution 
first proposed was for' an address to his 
majesty to deprive Mr. Reeves df any 
office he might have filled, and to render 
him incapable of holding for the future 
any place of trust or emolument under the 
crown. It had been.said, in the course df 
this discussiqp, that the defence of th*e 
hon. baronet consisted merely in having 


employed a flower of speech, atrd it was 
asked, what! would you come upon the 
bon. bdronet for a metaphor } But what 
was the offence of Mr. Reeves, for which he 
was ordei'cd to be prosecuted ? Was it not 
also a metaphor > His right honk friend, in 
the richness of his exuberant imagination, 
could discover a libel iu this metaphor, in 
this child of fancy; but the less imaginative 
minds of an English jury could not recog-* 
nize any feature of this repulsive descrip¬ 
tion. It w as impossible, in his judgment, 
to separate the cases of Mr. Jones and sir 
hranris Burdett. If the House should ad¬ 
mit by the vote of that night, that sir F. 
Burdett was entirely guiltless, it followed 
that their whole proceeding against Mr. 
.Jones was founded in flagrant injustice. 
For his own part, hr must expresshis sin¬ 
cere regret, that the HcMse was called to 
decide upon a question of this nature. 
With the hon. baronet, whose conduct wus 
the subject of consideration, he had not 
the honour of the slightest acquaintance. 
He had however opportunities of judging 
of his abilities and of his motives, as far as 
one man could judge of the intentions of 
another, from his conduct. Of the hon. 
baronet he would say, that he considered 
him as a man gifted with extraordinary 
talents; of powers of the very first grasp, 
whtdb, if directed in a proper channel, 
might produce incalculable advantages to 
bis country. He never knew the hon. 
baionet to rise in that House, that he did 
not acquit himself as person of first-rate 
ability; always entering with uncom¬ 
mon zeal into the consideration of any 
subject he undertook, and conducting it 
throughout with eqtial ability. • Of the 
talents, and he would fain hope the^ sin¬ 
cerity and purity of the hon. baronet's 
motives, there could hardly be a dillerence 
of opinion. Bui the <]uestion was not rpe 
speciiiig the views or parliamentary ta* 
lents of the’ hon. baronet. The o^nce 
charged upon him*, alid' the necessity of 
vindicating that oflhnce, was the question 
on* which they w^ere to decide. The quesi 
tibn was, Wjhether they would or woutd 
uphold the privileges* of parliament. 
These privileges were not to brf sought for 
as laid down in books and charts, amidst 
the violencc^of conflicting parties; but 
t^iey were to*be discovered or deduced irt 
or from the invariabic’ practice of parlii*- 
ment. When he considered thc^purposes 
for which 'these'ptivilogea weW claimed, 
that they were c^laimed ‘to uphold and 
protect that House agaitrsf other powers. 
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iie fult it to be his imperious duty to main¬ 
tain them with firmness and jealousy 
Though it was far from his wish to be 
called upon to decide on a question essen¬ 
tially connected with the independence 
and the existence of the House, he did not 
look to the decision with the apprehension 
that other gentlemen did. He came w'itb 
his mind reluctantly, but perfectly, made 
up on the queSlion. In deciding on it, 
therefore, he would take care, as far as it 
depended on him, not to compromise the 
privileges of the House, and, above all, to 
distribute justice with an even and impar¬ 
tial hand. 

Mr. Fonsonl^ disclaimed being a parly 
to# the commitment of Mr. Jones. Jn 
presenting himself to the House after the 
right hop. gent., it might be supposed that 
he rose to impugn the principles laid down 
by him and an hon. and learned friend 
(Mr. Adam) on the same l>ench with him¬ 
self, respecting the privileges of that 
House. No such thing. That House 
, possessed the privilege and power of com¬ 
mitting for contempt, or for libel. No¬ 
thing was clearer to his conception than 
this; it was confirmed by the practice of 
two centuries, and in repeated instances. 
In discussing, however, any doubts that 
might be now entertained respecting the 
existence of such a power, it wonW be 
desirable to keep an eye on the position 
laid down by sir F. Burdett.—That hon. 
baronet stated, that tlic House had no 
power of commitment except of its own 
members; and in support of this asser¬ 
tion, he quoted the passage from Magna 
Charta,tbat no person was to be confined 
except by the law a>f the lami, or the 
judgment of his peers. Why, according 
to this doctrine, there was not a member 
of that House who would not be excluded 
from the benefits of this clause of the 
Great Charter. He never heard a more 
fallacious opinion, and he was happy to 
find there was not tme man in tha House 
who concurred in it.—As to wRat had 
follen from his hon. and learned fric/hd 
(s.'r S. Romilly), he heard it w\^hdcep 
gret, entertaining, as he did, Vhe highest 
opinion of his talents and his virtues. 
Hm hon. and learned friend sdemed not to 
be aware*of the consequences of the 
principles be had laid down.* According 
to his argument, the jurisdiction of no 
court co^ld extend beyond the actual 
commission of .the offence that called for 
reprehension. * It would be incompetent 
to punkhon^uesfilay tbat;.which was done ^ 


on Monday. But his hon. and learned 
fritnd surely could not have forgotten that 
courts ofjustice were in the practice of at¬ 
taching for such contempts, and that it 
was, afbnioi'i, a privilege that could not 
be refused to parliament. In insisting, 
however, upon the necessity and legality 
of this privilege, he must admit that dis^ 
creiionary power w^as, in its nature, dan¬ 
gerous, and that il wasadviseable it should 
be as much circumscribed as it could be 
cotiMstentiy with its main end and design. 
Aftei^tiie experience of cent 4 ]ries, how¬ 
ever, he did not expect to have heard it 
doubted at this day, that the law of par* 
inent waspartoftbe law*of the land. From 
Forte.scue down toBlackstone, with hardly 
a single exception, this principle had, been 
uniformly recognized.—It was asserted in 
the resolutions of the House, and by the 
conductof the Conimorrs at ditfereiu times; 
and he knew not where to look fur the 
pri^iilegos of parliament, but in the law 
and pr^cliyo of parliament.—The right of 
the Commons to commit having been al¬ 
ready disposed of, there remained another 
question for the consideration of the House* 
'i'hat question was, whether the conduct 
of sir Francis Burdett was a breach of pri¬ 
vilege, and whether the House was called 
upon to mark, it as such? Upon these 
points there had been various revolutions 
in his mind. At one time he was dispq^ed 
to think the paper on the table libellous, 
at another time not. Would it be said, 
that it was nou competent to any one to 
discuss the decisions of (hat House outside 
its w'alls ? At this day, he could not suppose 
such doctr^e would be maintained. On 
the contrary, them was no constitutional 
subject that might not be freely discussed ; 
and in these discussioii.s it was not always 
possible for men so to measure their words ' 
as to be entirely (Vec from oilence. He 
believed it would be allowed, then, that 
the constitution of that House might fairly 
become the subject of discussion; and 
that the question of parliamentary re- 
'orm, so vitally connected with it, wai 
also a fair object of consideration. 

If some subjects were to be admitted and 
others rejected, in consequence of the ex* 
2 rcise of this privilege, he would be glad 
n knew where the House was to place 
ite limit. This, he believed, was the first 
,ime that the House was called upon t9 
agree to a set of resolutions without hemg 
afiprized of the ulterior resolution with 
il^hich it was intended to follow them up* 
Had he been in his pla^ewben the case 
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Jones was under consideration, he wouhl 
hare opposed the commitment of that per¬ 
son, and be would now ctfually oppose 
the commitment of sir F. Burdett. Such 
practice would close all disicussion, and 
put an end to the liberty of the press. He 
admitted that there wt'ic vciy intem- 
perale expreiisioii'i in the letter, porh.ips 
libellous, hut they wt-ie not of m) marked 
u nature, he must contend, as would justify 
Uie Ilouac- in resorting to so strong a mea¬ 
sure n.i this. He would most readily iH^rec 
that the ll<vjse possessed the privilf^-.c, in 
the fullest sen.'.u of the word, of cuiuniit- 
ting,and might excici&e itwluni it tlioueht 
fit; but this wus i’ease, in whlcji Ite 
maintain it ought not to ho r voru: vA, In¬ 
stead of inohing sir F. I;uvd.‘*t less fmwer- 
tul, it would make him more so, ;md ten¬ 
der the quesiioii for pai li.uncjnary rt.form 
more popular thnn it had ever been. 

Mr. lVin(lltam \n a speech ofsmno length 
spoke in favour of tliu former rc&olutijuis. 

The Chancellor qf the justified 

the course adopted hy his lion, friend, the 
member for Somersetshire. Ilis hon. 
friend had proposed his resolutions on the 
offensive papor, leaving it to the discretion 
of the House to say what punihhnient 
.should follow. He could scarcely invc; 
expected tiiat any man would be found m 
that House to maintain that the paper w.n.s 
not a libel, seeing the extravagancies and 
•vioTence of the expressions, and when ii 
was np|>averit, that it was published with 
no other view than to being the House 
into disostcem and disgrace. He trusted 
that the result of the vote that night would 
be to shew, that they were not prepared 
to give up the privileges of thal House, or 
to surrender them to be trampled upon by 
any individual. 

Mr. Grattan lamented that this subject 
had ever been brought before parliament. 
It was a contest in which victory would be 
without glory, and in which defeat must 
be followed by disgrace. When the 
House went to hunt in holes and corners 
for questions of privilege, they diminished 
their ow'n dignity. They might depend 
upon it, that the result of this contest 
would not tend to their satisfaction. Had 
they forgot Wilkes's case? Did they not 
know that it ended in his being elected for 
Middlesex, and nominated Chamberlain of 
the city of London, and that parliament 
was at length obliged to shrink from the 
contest ? In this battle between the giant 
and the dwarf, the giant diminished in 
etze, and tha'^warf magnified. The peo¬ 


ple of England, with their charaeteristic 
gnierosity, would range themselves on 
tfic weaker si le, and oppose the shield 
of their compassion against the arm of 
power. 

Lord Jocelyn called upon the House to 
support its privileges. 

Lord ]V. Russell could not agree to pro¬ 
ceed to the other orders of the day. He 
thought the House was bound to assert its 
privileges, 

(jeucral 3Iatthetv complained that the 
hon. moi er of the resolutions did not know 
wlial he was doing. The hon. member 
had spoken of hi.s hair standing on end, 
but ho had not spoken in any way to afford 
ini'onuatitm to the House. He was cc4i- 
viiiccd that the House had no right to 
commit the hon. baronet. On many oc- 
c.i.dons llie worthv baronet had been 
branded by centlemcn on the other side 
vk tho Housc^ with the terms of jacobin, 
(It^mocrat, anJ demagoguo; but the coun- 
tiy knew sir IVanci.s Burden, and knew 
how to appujciate ins vnlucs and his 
talents. If imnisters sent him to the 
Tower, it would be against the good wishe.s 
of eve ry friend to his country. 

Lord Milton thought it ivas impossible 
for the llouM to puss over the. paper. The 
question waS of tiiat iialure that it could 
nut he blinked. If the House adopted the 
resoluiions, they must of necessity proceed 
fciriher; but it was advisable that the 
puni.'.hmcnt that was to follow should be 
as lenient as possible. He would vote 
against (he amendment. 

Mr. Brand would not undertake to jua> 
tify every thing that was said in the paper 
on ilio table. He professed his intention 
in cate the motion of his noble friend was 
negatived, to move an amendment to tlie 
rtaolulions, recognizing the right of mem¬ 
bers of that House to publish their opi¬ 
nions on constitutional points, to commu¬ 
nicate with ibcir Constituenis, and that 
such p?its in the Le Ur and Argu'itent of 
sir F. Burdett, asdul not contain inferences 
deiogatory to the Constitution, were not a 
bleach of lyi.ilege. ^ 

Mr. PV, ffjtnn contended that the paper 
was a gross breach of the privileges of 
that House, and charged the hon. baronet 
wi*h having altered and misquoted prece¬ 
dents in the Argument to serve his own 
purpose. From 1547, when the Journals 
of Parliament first combienced.^ all the 
prccedents'wcre in favour of the privilege 
of commitment by the House. ' Instead of 
any harsher proceeding, he would recoiu-- 
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mend ibat the Speaker should reprimand 
sir F. Bardett in liis place. 

Mr. ‘Hutchinson was for pnstpcming the 
further l onsideralioii of the subject lo a 
distant day. 

Mr. CurtL'cn was convinced by tiie ar¬ 
guments of the hoii. and learned gent, 
(sir S. Roniilly) that the House did not 
possess the power of committing Iversons 
who were nof numbers. At the same 
time he felt himself bound to' say» dial 
there were many passages in the paper 
highly odensivS. 

Lord G. OrenviUc thought that before 
the House proceeded to a vote« they 
should hear the hon. baronet in his de¬ 
fence. . 

Mr. T, Foley entere<l into a very able 
justification of sir F, Burdettes conduct. 

Mr. Shei'idan said, he tiusted the House 
would give him credit for not being a per¬ 
son likely to trespass on tlieir patience at 
that late hour, lie was not a person dis- 
l>osed to betray the privileges of that 
House, which, no matter whether they 
were usurped or conferred, were neces¬ 
sary to their existence, and which if they 
did not possess, they would not be then 
silling there as a branch of the legislature. 
But they should recollect that their privi¬ 
leges w'cre derived from the people, and 
were held for the advantage of tht peo¬ 
ple. If the House were brought into an 
unpleasant predicament, woe be to the 
late member for Cambridgeshire. That 
gentleman was answerable for its embar¬ 
rassment and whatever consequences 
^ight follow. It was he who excited 
these doubts concerning the privileges of 
the House, by concerting a personal at¬ 
tack on himself into a violation of the Bill 
of 'Rights. This sent people to enquire 
into the nature and extent of privilege of 
Parliament. He wished to know from the 
gentlemen who supported the Resolutions, 
what conclusion they intended to draw 
froni«their adoption. Did the hop. mover 
mean to move that sir F. Burden should 
be sent to the Tower. If that was his in- 
rentiou, for himself he would say, that he 
would not be made a stepping stone to 
assist him in bis progress. He would not 
consent to hurt a hair of si» F. Burdettes 
head. What did the bon..^ gent, or his 
friends mean to move ? He called uppn 
ium for an answer; he was entitled to it. 

Mr. Lethbridge would state what his 
course had been, and what were his inten¬ 
tions. He was not to be forced btiyond 
the hne of condact he prescribed to him- 
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self. He Would lay the Resoluliom befoK 
the House, leaving it to them to dispose nf 
them as they might please. If they were 
adopted, it would be competent for any 
bon. member to follow them by any Re¬ 
solution he might think proper. When 
such should be proposed, he would give 
his vote conscientiously on the question. 

Sir Robert Sidisbury said, that if the Re¬ 
solutions were agreed to, he would f^l it 
his duty to propose that sir Francis Bur- 
deu be committed to the Tower. 

L^riJ PoTchester said, that ip> man felt a 
stronger inclination to uphold the privi¬ 
leges of that House, but he could not vote 
for the Resolutions, bedhuse he was con¬ 
vinced tliey proceeded from vindictive 
feelings. 

Mr. Wcllesky Pole .-^aid, he had been 
surprised by the expression ‘vindictive,* 
uttered by the noble lord. He trusted 
the House would give him credit for im¬ 
partiality. A more gross, foul, and scan¬ 
dalous libel, hud never, in his opinion, oc¬ 
cupied the attention of Parliament, and if 
it was decided to be a libel by the sense 
of the House, he thought it thetr duty to 
commit the author to the Tower. He 
thought many of the members who had 
not spoken with freedom during the de¬ 
bate, were intimidated by what had passed 
qut of doors,* [Here Mr. Tierney spoke 
to order, and complained that the observa- * 
tion was unparliamentary; it was. How¬ 
ever, decided by the Speakca, that the 
right hon. megiber was not out of order.} . 
He then continued, and stated, that he had 
been induced l*o allude to the transactions 
without doors, by what had happened to 
himself oH his way to the House. Pass¬ 
ing through the Hall, he bad been sur¬ 
rounded by a mob, many of whom ex¬ 
claimed “Burdett for ever!” and other, 
words. 

Mr. WUberforce contended, that Parlia¬ 
ment had no right to give up the privi¬ 
leges of the people of England, of which 
this right claimed by the House was un¬ 
doubtedly one. The power of commit¬ 
ment was sanctioned by precedent, and 
essential to the independence of that 
House. He thought the wisest course 
they could adopt would be to come to a 
vote.on the Resolutions at present^ and to 
defer the consideration of the measure of 
punishment to a cooler moment. He 
Considered the argument of the last 
^speaker, as raRier unfair. It seemed as if 
»k were intended to induce them to adopt 
the motion for commitment, by making 
2 N • 
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them ashamed of appearing to be intimi¬ 
dated. Fie thought the House was in duly 
bound to mark th%ir sense of the paper on 
the table. 

Mr. Lyttelton was convinced the House 
would render a more grateful service to 
their constituents b^^ rescinding the vote 
in favour of the Waicberen Expedition, 
than by provoking a contest respecting 
the existence of a privilege that was not 
attacked. 

Sir J. Newport and Mr. W. Smith an¬ 
nounced thtf r intention of opposing* the 
Resolutions, since it was proposed to fol¬ 
low them up by ^ punishment not war¬ 
ranted by the utFcnsive matter contained 
in the paper on the table. 

A division then took place. Ayes, 80^ 
Noes, 271 ; Majority against reading the 
other orders of the day, 191- 

Strangers were not again admitted ; 
but the Resolutions proposed by Mr. 
l.ethbridge, were agreed to without a di¬ 
vision. 

A motion for the Commitment of sir F. 
Burdett to the Tower was then made by 
sir Robert Saiusbury, upon which a dis¬ 
cussion of some length took place. An 
amendment was proposed, that sir F. 
Burdett be reprimanded in his place, upon 
which the House divided. 

Ayes. 152 * 

Noes... 190 


Majority ibr the Commitment... 3S 

List qf the Minority who voted Sir 

■ Francis Burdett being committed to the 
Tower, 


Noel, C, N. 
Nu|ef]t, sir 0. 
O^irlander, sir IV’. 


Arlam, Wni. 

Adams, C. 

.Agar, E. F. 

Aiistruther, rt. hon. sir J. 
Asticy, sir J. IT. 
Babington, T. 

Baring, T. 

Benyon, J. ^ 

Bewicke, C. 

Biddulph, K. M. 
Bradshaw, hon. A. C« 
Brand, hon. T. 

Bonvei'ic, hon. B. 
Brougham, li. 

Browne, 1.11. 

Brooke, lurd 
Byng, G. 

Brogden, 5, 

Calcraft, J. 

Calvert, N* 

Ca\endisb, lordG. A. H. 
Cavendish, W, 

Cochrane, hon. 0. 

fDChrane, lovj, • 


C)cks, J. 

Colbomo, N. W. R. 
Combe, 11. C. 

Cooke, It. 

Cotterelt, sir J. G. 
Creevey, T. 

Curtis, sir W, 

Curwvn, .f. C. 

Cnlhljcrt, J. R. 
I)ickiu.soii, W. 
Davenport, D. 
Drumiuoiid, 11. 

Duiidas, hon. lu 
Kllioe, W. 

Kustoii, earl of 
Evelyn, L. 

Everett, 1’. ' 

Fitzgerald, right hon. M. 
Fergiisson, K. C. * 
Fitzpatrick, rt. hon. R. 
Ktzroy, lord W* 

Foley,* Tho. 

Folkes, sir M. B. 
Folkestone, viscount 


Forbes, viscount 
Frankiand, W. 

Giddy, D. • 

Gih^'Da 
Gooch, T. S. 

Gordon, W, 

Gower, earl 
Gower, lord G. h* 

Grant, G. M. 

Grattan, right hon H. 
Grcenliiil, R. 

Grenfel), P. 

Grenville, lord Goo. 
Guernsey, lord 
Hamilton, lord A. 
Hanimct, J. 

Howard, hon. \V, 
Howard, Henry 
Howarth, II. 

Hughes, W. li. 

Hume, II. 
llussoy, T. 

Hutchinson, hon. C. H. 
Jackson, Joini 
Johu&tunc, G. 

Keck, G. A. I.. 

Land), l»on. W. 
r>angton, \V. G. 
Lascelics, hon. H. 
r>atonclie, John 
lx:inon, C. 

Lemon, J. 

Lloyd, J. M. 

1/tckhart, J. J. 

Longman, G. 

Lyttieton, hon. W, II, 
IM'icdonaid, J. 

Afadocks, W. A. 
Maitland, F.. 

Markham, J. 

Marryat 
Martin, Henry 
Mathew, hon. M. 

Maulc, lion. VV. R. 
Mrawcll, \V, 

Miller, sir T. 

Mildmay, sir H. 8t. John 
Milton, viscount 
IMomc, Peter 
Morpeth, viscount 
Morris, E. 

Mosley, sir O. 

Newport, rt. hon sir J. 
North, D. 


Ord. W, 

Ordc, sir J. 

Os^ulston, lord 
Palmer, C. 

Paraell, H. 

Peirse, H. 

Porcy, earl 
Pigott, sir A. 

Ponsonhy, right hoa« G. 
Ponsonby, hon. G. 
Porchestcr, lord 
Portn an, R B. 

Power, R. 

Prettie, hon. F. A* 

Price, sir C. 

Price, R. 

Pym. F. 

Quin, hon. W. H. 
Romilly, sir S. 

Russell, M. 

Aubyn, sirJ. 
Scuuamore, R. P. 
St^bright, sir J. S. 

Sharp, 11. 

Shaw, sir J. 

Shelly, 1’. 

Sheridan, rt. hon. R. B. 
Sliipley, W, 

Smith, Gi 
Smith, H. 

Smith, W. 

Somerville, sir M. 
Symmoiids, T. P. 
Talbot, R. W. 

Taylor, W. 

Taylor, M. A. 
7'empletown, vise. - 
7‘hornton, H. 

Tieiney, right hon. C. 
'I'ownshend, lord J. 
'^tacey, C. H. 
Tiemayne, J. H. 
Vernon, G, G. V, 
Waidle, G. L. 
Warrendcr, sir G. 
’Western, C. C. 
Whitbread, S. 
Wilbcrforcc, W, 
Williams, R. juii* 
Willoughby, H. 

Wynn, C. W. W. 


HOUSE OF dbMMONS. ** 

I 

, Monday, April 9. 

[Mr. John Gale Jones.] Sir Samv i 
jRomi//y rose and stated that iie^had, on a 
former occasion, given notice of a moiioa 
fur the discharge of Mr. Gale Jones. 

The Speaker here interrupted him, ob«> 
serving, that if the hon; and learned mem¬ 
ber meant to submit any motion, or enter 
upon any discussion which would occupy 
much time# he felt it necessary to apprize 
him that according to the practice of the 
House, it would be proper that a paaUer 
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of privilege whi<^ he (the Speaker) had did, at a late hour on Friday evening la&t, 
to bring before the House should have the receive a letter from sir Francis ‘Burdett, 

preference, * upon the subject of his commitment, which 

Sir S, Romilly stated, that he did not he desires me to read to this House ; and 
intend at present to submit any motion, which 1 shall accordingly now read to the 
He had given notice, in the course of his House if it be their pleasure ; but this is a 
speech on the subject debated on Thursday matter of which 1 am not the master, it 
evening, that he would take the earliest must be by the pleasure of the House big- 
opportunity of moving that Mr. Jones be iiifjed to me that 1 should do so. 
discharged. On Friday morning he had Mr. Fremantle* Sir, before you read that 
fixed that notice for this day. But the letter, I would observe, that you hare 
events that occurred since this no- omitted tostatethehouratwhichyoure- 
tice was given, had induced him to think ceivdU it; may 1 beg leave tp ask it ? 
that it would be better to postpone it till The Speaker, I think 1 said on Friday 
gentlemen's minds were less agitated than evening, and late on Friday evening; the 
they could be at present. He desired it hour at avhich 1 recei^fed 1 am ready to 
nvight be understood that he would press state to the lion, member ; he will per- 
his motion on the single ground that Mr. mit me also to state, that there is no part 
Jones had already sullered a punishment of this transaction since its comineoce- 
adequate to the oiFence. lie never had ment of which 1 have not made notes from 
any intention of resting it upon any hour to hour, as far as they concerned niy- 
ground of doubts as to the legality of the self ; the hour was ten o'clock, the letter 
commitment, when lie found that persons was left at niy house (as 1 was told by my 
of so much more experience than tiimself servants) Jiy two gentlemen, who desired 
, ditlcred from him in opinion on this an answer \ I read the letter and said 
point. He ^ould not now name any day there was noanswer, 
for bringing forward the motion, but it By direction of the House, Mr. Speaker 
would be an early one.— He hoped he then read the letter: viz. 
might now be allowed to say a few words ** Ficcadillp, April 6, 1810. 

respecting himself, as the subject was to “Sir;—When 1 was returned in due 

him of great importance. Thoughnoone, form by the ejectors of Westminster, they 
he hoped, could suppose it possibles that imagined that they had chosen me as their 
he had any share in the counsels which trustee in a House of Commons to main- ” 
appeared to have governed the conduct tain the laws and liberties of the Ifthd ; 
of sir F. Burdett on this occasion, yet hav- having accepted that trust I iiuwr will be¬ 
ing seen it stated in some of the news- tray it; 1 hav^ aUo as a dutiful subject, ^ 
papers that he had been at sir F. Bur- taken an oath of allegiance to the King to 
deltas within these few days past, be begged obey his laws, and 1 never will consent by 
leave to say, that he had never been at any act of mine to obey any set of men, 
sir F. Burdett's house either before or who, contrary to those laws, assume liiv 
since the recent occurrences. power of the King.—Power and privilege 

[Proceedings respecting the execu- are not the same things, and ought not to 
TION OF THE WARRANT FOR THE coi^MiT- be confoundcd together ; privilege is an. 
MENT OF SIR Francts Bchdett.] The exemption from power, and was by law 
Spealxr rose and addressed the House secured to the third branch of the legisla- 
thus : lure to protect them, that they might safely 

Upon the maUer*of sir Francis Qurdett'a protect the people; not to give them 
commitment, 1 have to acquaint th^ House, power to destroy the people.—Your war- 
That I did on Friday morning la.st at half rant, Sir, I believe you to know to be ille- 
pist eight o'clock, in obedience to their gal. 1 know it to be so. To superior 
commands, sign the w'arrants, and imme- force I must submit; but I will not, and 
diately delivered them to the Serjeant to dare not incur the d.uiger of continuing 
carcy into elFect; specially /lirecting him, vojuntarily to make one of any set of men 
If possiblft, not to delay the execution of who, shall assume illegally the whole 
his duty beyond ten o'clockirf that mom- power of the realm ; and who have up 
ing. The Serjeant will have to report to ftiore right to take myselt, or any one of 
the House the circumstances which have , my constituents bv force, than i or they 
attended the execution of those warrants: [possess to take^any one of those who arp 
But before the* House*receives that report,^ Imow guilty of this usurpation. And I w^lp 
1 have also to acquaint Ae House, that I condescend to accept the ^ueanest office 
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that would vacate my seat; being more 
desirous of getting out of my present as¬ 
sociation, than other men may be desirous 
ofgctting profitably into it.—8ir, this is not 
a letter in answer toa voteofthanks,ii is an 
answer to a vote of a very different kind, I 
know not what to call it; but since you 
have begun this correspondence with me, 
I must beg you to read this my answer to 
those under whose orders you have coin- 
ihenccd it.—I remain. Sir, your most obe¬ 
dient humble servant, 

I Francis15uri>b.tt.*’ 

To the Right honourable the Speaker. 

The Speaker, The next thing rtic House 
have to dispose of is, whether this letter 
shall be ordered to lie upon the table; 
that is matter of r|uestion, ami of vote ; I 
cannot proceed further without the com¬ 
mands ofihe IIouse.‘ 

The Chancellor of the Erchequer then 
rose, and observed, that the best way wo^M 
be not to say a single syllable* on the sub¬ 
ject of the letter at present. He should 
therefore simply move, that it be laid on 
the table, to be considered on a future oc¬ 
casion. 

Mr. C, W, Wynne suggested that it would 
he better even to adjourn the debate on the 
question; I'hat the letter he laid on the 
tabic until the next day ; and ho moved 
accordingly' This motion was agreed to 
without any opposition. 

The i^eaker. The House will now 
give me leave to suggest that this may be 
uconvenieiU time for receiving the report 
of the Serjeant. 

[Thu House expressing a desire accord¬ 
ingly, the Serjeant at Arms attended at the 
bar.] 

The Speaker. Report to the House the 
circumstances which have attended the 
execution of the warrant on sir Francis 
Burdett. 

Sojecint ai Arms. (Mr. Coleman) The 
TIou.^c will permit me to read the minutes 
I have made upon this subject. On the 
inci'iiirig of Fiiday last, ys soon as 1 re¬ 
ceived the warrant For apj)rehending sir 
Francis Burdett, I repaired, with Mr. Clc- 
mentson, to sir Francis Burdeit's house, 
(it was then about nine o^cIock) and was 
told by the servant who opened the Moor, 
that sir Francis was not at liome : I wcqt 
immediately from thence to my own house, 
and wrote a letter to air Francis, telling 
him that 1 had called on hmithat mornini 
for the purpose of serving a warrant to 
apprehend hun, aqd* convey him to tlie 


Tower, or words to that eil^ct; I stated at 
the same time, that il was my wish in per* 
forming fny duty as Serjeant at Arms to con* 
suit his convenience as far as it was in my 
power, as to the time and method of his 
removal; this letter I sent by Mr. Cle* 
mentson, and desired him on leaving it to 
ask again if sir Francis was at home. A 
little before four o’clock I went down to 
the House of Commons, and was told, that 
sir Francis had been seen going into his 
house ; 1 immediately wcql back, and saw 
b\r Francis. He told me that he had 
written me an answer to my letter, thank* 
irig me for it, and saying, that he would 
be ready to receive me the next morning 
at cloven o’clock ; at the same time he 
said he should write a letter to the Speaker. 
1 then left him under the impressiun that 
he intended to go witii me the next morn¬ 
ing ; and thinking that the quietest me¬ 
thod of earring the thing into effect was 
the best, and having received the Speaker’s 
advice when I received the u arrant to 
treat sir Francis with proper respect and 
courtesy, or words to that etfbet. 1 may 
he allowed perhaps to state at this nioraeiit 
that 1 had always conceived that to have 
been a sufficient notice from myself to a 
mctnibcr of Pailiamcnt, wilhoiu serving 
the warrant perhaps in a more regular 
way.* If I have erred in any way, \ 
truht iKn House will considi r that T did it 
from a proper motive of delicacy ; that 
I wishtM to shew proper respect to a 
member of parliament upon sm.h an oc¬ 
casion ; ami had I wished to carry my 
warrant into cflbct at that moment, it 
would I think not have been in my powder, 
as ] had no assi&tanc^e with me whatever, 
and there was a Urge mob collected , be¬ 
fore the door of sir Francis’s house. From 
sir Francis's house I went to the Speaker, 
and reported to him what had taken 
place; and the Speaker advised me imme¬ 
diately to go back and put my warrant 
into execution, and also advised tne to 
call at fhe Secretary of State’s Office for 
any assistance 1 conceived necessary to 
enible me to execute my warrant. 1 vi^fs 
detained at the Secretary of StaWs Office 
till lialf past seven, and then was attended 
l)v Mr. Clcmentson to sir F. Burdett's 
huu^c. On our being admitted to him, 
r told sir Francis that i was sorry to 
inform him that I must name an earli^ 
hour for his removal, and shewed, him the 
warrant for taking him^intq custody, 
which he read. Sir francis then said, 
that he disputed the legality of the 
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Speaker's warrant; I think he first said 
he should write a letter to the Speaker, 
for that he disputed the legafii^ of the 
Speaker's warrant, and that nothing hut 
actual force should make him go. wbichhc 
would resist as far as it was in his power; 
1 then thought it necessary with ihe De¬ 
puty Serjeant at Arms to withdraw, and 
lose no time in carrying the purpose into 
tiflett. I then went to the Secretary of 
State's Office to arrange about a force to 
attend me to t^e Tower, and found on 
going out of sir Francis's house that a 
very large mob had assembled there, and in 
other parts of tiie town ; and considering 
the lateness of the hour, it being then 
about nine o'clock, and that no measure^ 
imd been taken to communicate with the 
Lord Mayor as to his sending a force to 
meet me at the confines of the city of 
l/>ndon. without which i should hn^'c 
been left on arriving there totally nnat* 
tcnticd by eitht^r civil or military power, I 
determined to put the business otrnll half 
past six the following morning ; as I con¬ 
sidered iliat^when 1 should arrive with the 
police (dViccrs that were to attcml me at 
the coniines of the city of l^nidon, they 
would then have been obliged to have 
gone away, and to have left the carriage 
in which I was conducting sir F. Ruidett 
with only myself and perhaps a*mes¬ 
senger ot the House of Commons in it, 
which, in the stale of the town at that 
time, [ did not think myself justified in 
risking.; I went again to the Secretary of 
State's Office to arrange the necessary 
assistance 1 was to have for* the next 
morning, and at the same lime dispatched 
Mr Clementsun to tlie Mansion House, to 
settle w'ith the Lord Mayor relative to the 
assistance he was to alKird in forwarding 
us to* the Tower. At half past six the 
following morning I went to sir Francis's 
house attended by Mr. Clementson, two 
messengers from the House of Commons, 
and *:tbout twenty police officers; cm 
knocking at th^ door we were answered 
that sir Francis was not at home, and *the 
sorvant said, he did not know when* he 
w'ould be in. Conceiving tlien that sir 
Francis had gone to his house at Wimble¬ 
don, 1 immeclintely set out for that place, 
attended by Mr. Clementson and the high 
constable, one messenger belonging 
The House of Commons, and one police 
officer, Jeaving a messenger in sir F. Bur¬ 
den's hall; on arriving at Wimbledon, I 
was told that sir, Francis was not *ihere 
I then returned to towin ftnd Mr. Cle-1 
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mentson gave the A^arrant to the mes¬ 
senger who was left in sir Francis's hall* 
and I went to niy own house, and staid 
there for a short time. During the time 
that the messenger was in the hall with 
the warrant sir F. Burdeit returned from 
riding; on sir F> Burdett's coming into 
his house the messenger served him with 
the warrant, which i believe he n^ad. He 
said if it was the same warrant that he had 
been served with by the ISerjeant at Arms 
he should resist it, and not obey it. The 
messCiiger told sir P'rancis it was his duty 
i\s he was in possession of the warrant, not 
to leave liim, but to regain with him ; 1 
fancy the messenger was not turned out 
by force, but he was told he was to go 
out, and not having any assistance he 
went away. l)n my going out again for 
the purpose of going to the bpeakor, 1 
was told that Air Franfis had been seen in 
the btrt'ots; I immodiately went to sir 
PY'^ncis's house and knocked at the door, 
wliicluwas opened a little way with a 
large chain across. On my asking the 
servant for sir F. Burdeit, telling him my 
name, the servant answered, 1 could not 
como in, and shut the door upon me. On 
the following morning, wliich wasSimdoy, 
at .seven o'clock 1 went again to sir 
Francis's hoii'^c, attended by Mr. Clement- 
son and some poli.’*c officer.*, and knocked 
at the door several times, but got ad¬ 
mittance, and after waiting a short time I 
withdrew, and Mr. Clenicntsoir and my¬ 
self by turns waited in the lu ighbourhood 
of sir JTniicis's hou.so for the rest of the 
day and the night, thinking that he might 
conic out^igain, and tlial we might have 
an opportunity ol'apprehendiug him. I 
also Jolt nu's^engcr.s to watch the avenuee 
to his house. 1 must slate here that on 
the evening of Saturday, about nine, hav- 
ing great doubts as to the power 1 was 
possessed of by my warrant, 1 sent the 
warrant to the Attorney General for his 
opinion, how fur 1 might bo justified in 
making forcible entrance into sir F. lior- 
dett's house, and on that opinion I acted 
this morning. The House must allow me 
to state from recollection what has since 
passed, as I have not liad time to make 
minutes of it. I went to the Secretary of 
State's Office last night to request civil 
jmd military assistance to carry my pur¬ 
pose into effect, and this morning at tea 
o’clock I went to* sir F. Burdett's house 
>with twenty (ft* thirty police officers^ and 
a detachment of cavalry ajid infantry* to 
ensure the escorting/he carriage whieii'I 
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had in waiting to convey sir Francis to the 
Tower. 1 thought myself justified on the 
opinion the Attorney General had given 
in carrying my duty into execution, 
which 1 was so anxious to ful6l; it had 
cost me a great deal of uneasiness that 1 
had not had the means of dujiig it before. 
I.forced an entrance into sir F. Burdettes 
house down the area, attended by some 
police officers, and got up into his halt, 
where I h fr. a party of the foot guards and 
went up into a room with the police of¬ 
ficers, where sir F. Burdeit was; I toM 
sir Francis that 1 had that force that it 
was quite unnecessary his making any re¬ 
sistance, however painful it was .to me to 
proceed in this way ; that he was my pri¬ 
soner, and must inimodiately come into 
the carriage that was prepared for him. 
He asked me to shew him the warrant; I 
told him 1 arrested him by virtue of that 
and a former warrant he had been served 
with, which he had already read, and did 
not wish (o have read again. soon 
as the carriage was got round to the door, 
sir F. Burdett got into the carriage, at¬ 
tended by Mr. Clementson, a mt*.s.sengcr, 
and fiis brother, and 1 on horseback at¬ 
tended him, and delivered him to the 
charge of the deputy lieutenant of the 
Tower. If 1 have in any way exceeded 
or not acted up to the spirit of my duty, 
it hq;i been done, 1 can assure the House, 
from motives of delicacy that I wished to 
shew towards a member of parliament, the 
case being quite unprecedented, and not 
expecting any resistance, never dreaming 
of resistance, thinking that if I told sir F. 
Burdett he was to go with me totjie Tower 
he woidd immediately have gone. I 
submit to the House these considerations. 


Examined by Mr, Whitbread. 


At what hour on Friday did you first 
inform the Speaker that sir F. Buidctt in¬ 
tended to resist the warrant ?—Between 
five and six o’clock. 


Did you communicate personally with 
the Speaker, or write to him a letter upon 
this subject .^—1 communicated with him 
personally. 

'Where ?—In the Speaker’s private 
chamber behind the chair. 

Was the House then sitting ?—It was. 

When did you first go to the Secretary 
of State's office, by d ireclion of the Speaker \ 
—Immediately after this period when the 
Speaker had told me to pot my warrant 
into execution j it was about a quarter be- 
foits BIX, or about si^. 
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How soon* did^vou see the under secret 
tary of state Flis under secretary, Mr. 
Beckett,*wcnt with me from the House of 
Commons, 

How soon did you see Mr. Ryder 1 
saw Mr. Ryder 1 should suppose about 
twenty minutes after I left the House, as 
far as my recollection serves me. 

IIow long did you wait at the secretary 
of state’s office before you saw Mr. 
Ryder —I had very little communica¬ 
tion w*ith Mr. Ryder at^ all upon this 
subject. 

When had you any communication 
w'iih Mr. Ryder, and what was it ?—1 was 
coming out of the secretary of state’s of¬ 
fice and met Mr. Ryder; he said, ha 
thought the business had been very much 
mismanaged. I said, I was sorry to bear 
that, that I thought I had done every 
thing in my power, and was in hopes I 
should be borne out; I asked him, if he 
wished to speak to me, and he said no, 
and went, I believe, to lord Liverpool’s: 
in short he went away, and 1 did not sec 
him again that evening to thc^best of my 
recollection ; the business 1 transacted 
was with Mr. Beckett, relative to the force 
I was to have. 

Where did the communication between 
you and Mr. Ryder take place which you 
have I elated }—In the street tlie first time 
that I saw Mr. Ryder. 

To whom did you apply, at the secre¬ 
tary of state’s office, or elsewhere, in 
consequence of recommendation of the 
Speaker to apply to the secretary of state ? 
—To Mr. Beckett, and to magistrates that 
were there. 

What was the nalu/c of the application 
made by you to Mr. Beckett ?—1 told 
Mr. Beckett that 1 thought I should have 
a sufficient civil force, and at the same 
time that I thought it absolutely neces¬ 
sary, in my own opinion, that I should 
have an escort of cavalry, for that police 
officers on foot I thought would be unable 
to keep up with the carriage in their way 
to the Tower, and that 1 conceived it ab- 
solotely necessary that a military escor* 
sl^ould attend me. 

What answer did Mr. Beckett make ? 
—He referred me to the magistrates. 

Who were the magistrates then pre- 
$e;it ?—Mr. Read, and 1 think Mr. Graham, 
who both said, that if military assistance 
was found to be wanting, it would J>e sent 
to my relief. 

Did Mr. Becketf, in consequence of 
communication vvith you, or during tlie 
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*conjmuni(Jation y®'*' refer* to the 

principal secretary of state for the home 
department ?—I believe he might ;* I fancy 
he went out of the room once or twice : 

1 rather believe he did. 

Did he state to you that he was about so 
to do ?—I do not recollect. 

Had you any conmiunicatiou wtih any 
other of his Majesty's ministers previous 
to the period oT which you are now speak¬ 
ing ?—With none. 

Did you ask to see Mr, Ryder when at 
the office ?—I believe i must be allowed 
to correct myself; I saw Mr. Ryde** be¬ 
fore I left the House, for a moment, be¬ 
hind the chair in the House of Commons, 
iip fny way to the Speaker’s chamber. 

That was on the Friday ?—Yes, 

What passed, or did any thing pass 
between you and Mr. Ryder at that time? 
—He told me that Mr. Beckett was within 
the House, and that 1 might speak to him ; 

I had forgotten the circumstance. 

Did you, at that time, communicate to 
, Mr. Ryder that sir Francis BurdeU in- 
tended to resist the warrant ?—No, 1 had 
not seen sir Francis Burdett for the second 
time then ; I think in my w'ay to sir Fran¬ 
cis Burdftt's I went, to the secretary of 
state’s office, and afterwards went to sir 
Francis Burdett the second time. 

When the Speaker directed you to ftiake 
application to the secretary of state’s 
otfice, you Iiad not informed the Speaker 
that you understood sir Francis Burdett 
intended to resist the warrant ?—No, I 
only had informed tne Speaker, that 1 had 
fixed eleven o’clock the next morning for 
going with sir Francis Burdett to the 
Tower. • • 

The Before this examination 

is proceeded in, 1 would take the liberty 
to suggest, that I might perhaps call to 
the Serjeant’s recollection, specifically, 
what passed : I had directed the Serjeant 
to serve his warrant, if possible, before 
ten of4he clock that morning, assigning 
as my reason, that I shouiil be desirous 
that he should ‘not convey sir Fraifcis 
B'lrdett through the streets of London *in 
theniiddlt*of the day ifthat could he w'ell 
avoided. The next intercourse I had W’iih 
the Serjeant (if such it may be c >!led) 
was by hearing from the deputy Serjeant 
at two o’clock that a IeU<?r had been 
written by the Serjeant to sir Francis 
’ Burdett. No copy of the letter was com- 
municatAl to me; but the general con¬ 
tents were Mated to mtf; and it was stated 
also, that the Serjeant would at the 
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House at its sitting, to report what he had 
done. Between three and four o'clock, 
being at the table of the House, informa¬ 
tion was brought to me that the Serjeant 
was preparing to make his report, but 
that sir Francis Burdett had been seen in 
the streets ; I immediately sent out word 
to the Serjeant not to stop to make any 
report here, but to go and take sir Francis 
Burdett into custody : From that time till 
half past five o’clock in the afternoon I 
heard no more ; the House was then in a 
comifiittec, and it was intimated to me 
that the Serjeant desired to speak with me. 
The state in which thg House then was, 
rendering it possible, I immediately went 
to my private room ; the Serjeant came to 
me there, and my first wonis to the Ser¬ 
jeant were, “ All I can have to say to you 
is, to ask where is the receipt of the lieu¬ 
tenant of the Tower ffir your prisoner ?” 
Thereupon the Serjeant proceeded to state, 
that he had seen sir Francis Burdett, and 
an arrangement had been made between 
him and sir Francis Burdett that he should 
go the next day to the Tower at eleven 
o’clock; and that was the footing on 
which things were left; To which 1 re¬ 
plied, Possibly you may be in the Tower 
“ to-morrow or sooner; but what you 
'' have to do now is to go and take your 
"•prisoner to the Tower, before dark;*’ be 
departed. I never heard one word of^he 
intention of sir Francis Burdett ■ to resist, 
till the Serjeant came to me agai/l at night, 
between nine and ten o’clock, the House 
having risen that evening between six and 
seven ; I am sure it was past nine, and 
that it wa% not ten, for sir Francis Bur- 
dett’s letter came at ten ; and the Serjeant 
then stated (as he has done now) the sub¬ 
stance of the conversation willi sir Francis 
Burdett, in wliich that passage occurred,' 
that, " on his shewing my warrant, sir 
Francis Burdett gave him to understand, 
he should resist it,” it was the relation of 
that conversation which gave me the first 
knowledge that any resistance was intend¬ 
ed on the part of ?»ir Francis Burdett, 

Examination by Mr. Whitbread continued. 

When did you next visit the secretary 
of state’s office Immediately after 
leaving sir Francis Burdett’s house, 1 went 
to the secretary of state’s office. 

* About uhal time did you arrive at the 
office ?—1 should think about nine o^clock 
in the evening v nearly nine I think. 

* Did you see Mr..Byderat that tune.?^ 

No. ‘ r • 
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: Whom did you see ?—Mr. Read the 
magistrate, Mr. Beckett, and Mr. Gra¬ 
ham I think. 

What passed between yon and Mr. 
Beckett at that time ?—Very little passed; 
the chief conversation was relative to the 
TDilitary assistance I was lO huve, which 
I endeavoured to impress upoii them, and 
they did not seem inclined to grant. 

State the substance of tho conversation 
as far as you can recollect.—1 wished to 
impress upon them that I thought a civil 
force insuflicient, and that I very ^lluch 
doubted whether I should undeitake it 
with a civil force only of constables walk¬ 
ing by the side of the carriage fer so great 
a distance as the Tower was from sir 
Francises house; that 1 thought those men 
would he unable to keep up with the car¬ 
riage, and unable to make any resistance 
incase it should be attenfpied to lescue 
sir Francis Burdett. 

What was the answer they gave ?—tMr. 
Read, the magistrate, chiefly thought 
that it might bo done with that, without 
military tbice, but that military force 
should be ready if any body came and 
stated upon oath th.tt it was necessary 1 
should have it. I thought this quite im¬ 
possible, for that a mob might meet the 
carriage on the l.'>lington r^ad (the road I 
meant to lake) and that if then attacked 
it/vould be too late before any military 
assistance could he sent from the Horse 
Guards my relief; they seemed to 
imply that lhad my warr«iit, and that I 
was to put it into execution, and that they 
thought those means sufficient; and rather 
than give up trying to elfect yiy purpose 
Idid consent to go to sir Francis Burdett's 
house, and begin my business with thirty 
constables the next morning, trusting to 
chance, and to their sending me a military 
escort. 

How long did you remain at the secre¬ 
tary of state’s office in conversation vpith 
Mr. Beckett and the two magistrates ?—A 
very considerable time, till a very late 
hour ; till twelve o’clock to the best ofmy 
recollection 

Did Mr. Ryder never appear nor take 
a part in any of the conversations that 
passed ?—Certainly not; those conversa¬ 
tions passed in a room below stairs with 
Mr. l^ckett, Mr. Read, and Mr. Gra¬ 
ham. 

Were there any other persons present 
besides Mr- Beckett, Mr. Read, and Mr. 
Graham ?—Persons belonging to the offide, 
or strangers! , 
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Any persons?—I recollect that night 
Colonel Grant of the 13th dragoons came 
in. • 

When you made your communication 
to Mr. Beckett, did Mr. Beckett refer to 
the inagibti atcs and take upon himself to 
give you the answer, or were the magis¬ 
trates the piincipal persons conversing ? 
— 1 think the magistrates were the prin¬ 
cipal persons conversing, but Mr. Beckett 
appeared to be perfectly of their opinion. 

What was the termination uf the con- 
versiition between you and Mr. Beckett 
that night as far as you can recollect, or 
what was the purport of the last thing 
said by Mr. Beckett to you that night?— 
.To the best of ray recollection, he urged 

me to undertake it with the force that he 

« 

thought necessarv. 

Can you recollect nhat passed between 
Mr. Ryder and you at the House of Com¬ 
mons, during the short moment you saw 
Mr. Ryder ?—Very little more than saying 
that Mr. Beckett was in the House I think. 

What passed from you to him to induce 
that answer, ** Mr. Beckett is in the 
House ?”—Saying, I was going to his of¬ 
fice, and wished fo apply for assistance to 
put my warrant into execution. 

Did you ever go to the secretary of 
state’s office again after that second visit 
on ^he Friday night?—I did; the next 
time I communicated with Mr. Head, the 
magistrate, was on Mr. Clementson’s ob¬ 
taining entrance into sir F. Burdett’s house, 

I rode on hoiseback down to the secretary 
of state’s office, to te*II him Mr. Clement- 
son w^as^^one in, and 1 hoped he would 
see sir F. Burdett, and that they should 
prepare for me anr escort of cavalry in 
case I was so fortunate as to succeed in 
taking him into custody. 

Whom did you see at that time ?—Mr. 
Read. 

Did you see Mr. Beckett at that time ? 
—I think not. 

Did.you see Mr. Ryder at that time ?— 
No; Twas not three minutes there. 

' What answer did you obtain from Mr. 
head on your application at that time/— 
Not a very satisfactory one; Mr. Read 
asked me if sir Francis was in custody? I 
said no, bUi I hoped he would be, and I 
wished the escort should be ready to go 
•with us for that purpose. 1 had rode down 
to the secretary of state’s office for the 
purpose of preparing them, that I hoped 
we should get up stairs as we hkd got into 
the house. 

What was Mr. Read’s answer?—That 
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*he thought it would be time enough when 
we had got hinij 6r something of that sort. 

Was that all that passed between you 
and Mr. Read at that time?—Yes, to the 
best of my recollection nothing more; I 
went back then to sir rvaucis’s house, and 
not finding him, I went to Wimbledon. 

Did you ask to sec Air. Beckett or Air. 
Ryder at that time ?—1 do not recollect, 
but 1 think nok 

At what time did you quit the secretary 
of state’s office, as nearly as you can re^* 
collect?—Abotft half past seven in the 
morning, I think. 

When did you go to the secretary of 
state’s office again ?—Sometime on Satur- 
evening, but I forget when ; £ went 
for the purpose of arranging another plan 
for the next morning. • . 

Was is by day light?—I believe it was 
about twelve o’clock at night or one in 
the morning. 

Whom did you see at that time?—Mr. 
Read, Mr. Beckett, and I am not sure 
whether Mr. Graham was there or nut. 

Did you see Mr. Ryder?—No. 

When wire you summoned to attend 
the cabinet council ?—Last night, about 
half after eight, I think, or between that 
and nine o’clock; 1 was not at home when 
the summons came to me; I went to the 
Gloucester CofFee-bouse for the purgose of 
relieving Mr. Clementson, who had been 
waiting near sir F. Burdeti’s house, and I 
got to the cabinet council about nine 
o’clock, I believe. 

From the beginning of the period of 
which you have been speaking, namely, 
the delivery of the warrant by ine Speaker, 
to your appeavanqje before the cabinet 
cuuiicii, did you see any other of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers?—I saw Mr. Perceval; 
Mr. Clementson leported to me that Mr. 
Perceval wished to .see me, for the purpose 
of having some conversation with me. 

On what day?—On Saturday; the day 
1 wept to Wimbledon. 

At what time ?—Between five and six 
o’clock, 1 ilnnlc about half past five. • 

What passed?—Mr. Perceval, on,my 
coming into the room, said, “ Well, Mr. 
Colman, have you executed your war¬ 
rant?” 1 said 1 had not bewiso fortunate; 
1 said 1 bud got into sir F. Burdett’s house 
that morning, but that I did not think yiy 
.warrant justified me in searching it. 

This was on Saturday between five and 
•ix o’clock r—Yes. 

What otisnfier did .Mr. Perccva( make, 
qt what furtUoi^ conversation passed be- 
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tween you and him ?—He adeed nto as to 
the general usage m such cases, if I bad 
any precedents of general usage of exe** 
eating warrants of this sr^rt. 

He asked yod?—Yes; this conversation- 
was rather brought on by Air, Perceval’^ 
thinking that the messenger should not 
have delivered the warrant to sir Francis 
Burdett, and I said that I believed there 
was no impropriety in it, for it was cus¬ 
tomary 1 fancied; the conversation be¬ 
tween Air. Perceval and myself wasnserely 
on his asking me as to precedents, and 
what view I had of the nature of my war* 
rant; it was a very short conversation I 
had with^ him ; 1 do ifbt suppose 1 could 
liavo been in the room above ten minutes, 
or about a quarter of an hour, and I had 
no other conversation with him. 

Was that the substance of all which 
passed between! Air. Perceval and you at 
that time?—I recollect Air. Peiceval ad¬ 
vised me tu take the Attorney General’* 
opinion. 

Diif you, in consequence of that advice, 
submit a case to the Attorney General? 
—I did. 

Who drew up that case ?—Mr. Bram- 
well. 

At what time did you refer that case tu 
the Attorney General for his opinion?— 
A))out half past nine the same evening I 
went to the Temple with Mr. Ciementson>* 
about nine, or a little alter nine o’clock 
on Saturday evening, with the warranty 
and desired the attorney to get an opinion , 
upon it as to t{ie legality of my using forces 

By the attorney, you mean the solicitor 
you employed?—Yes. 

At wh&t time did you receive the Attor¬ 
ney General’s opinion upon that case?— 
About half past seven, or eight o’clock. 

On Sunday niglit?—Yes, not till near 
eight. 

Have you that case, and opinion by 
you ?—1 have. 

Be so good as to produce it to the Hbuse* 

[The Serjeant at Arms produced the 
wairaiit, and the Attorney General’s opi¬ 
nion.] 

Attorney General —A case was brought 
to me, with the warrant written in the 
case, upon which I^w'as desired to give an 
opiytuii: and when 1 read the warrant, | 
found that instead of being a warrant te 
•the Serjeant at Arms tu take the body, it 
was a warrant to tlie lieutenant of the 
Tower to receive the'body; and I was de- 
' sired upon that to give an opinion whether 
the officer could hin*? I said it was 

20 
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impossible that should be the warrant they 
Were directed to execute ; and after that 
they sent me a copy of the other warrant; 
as well as I can recollect, I wrote opposite 
to that part of the case which contained 
, the warrant to the Lieutenant of the 
Tower, that afterwards the warrant to 
the Serjeant at Arms was produced to me. 

Mr. to the Attorney General. 

—At what time did you receive the 
amended copy of the case ?—Late on Sa¬ 
turday ni^ht. 

That cont^aining the right w^arran* ?— 
Yes: 1 was not at home when it was first 
brought. 

# 

Examination hy Mr* Whitbread ct^xtiaued. 

(To the Serjcajit.)—Have you got the 
case now ?—The case consisted of a copy 
of the warrant. 

Was that the whole of the case ?—There 
was no addition, but a query. Whether I 
could lorce the houae. 

The Case, and Opinion of the AtV^rney 
General >vere read : viz. 

Warrant. 

Veneris, 0® die Aprilis, I&IO, 
Whereas the House of Commons hath 
this day adjudged, that sir F. Burdett, 
bart., who has admitted that a letter sign* 
ed ** Francis Biirdelt,^’ and a further part 
of a paper, intituled, “ Argument,^* in 
Cobbett’s Weekly Register of Marcli V+th 
1810, was printed by his authority, (which 
Letter and Argument the said House hath 
resolved to be a libellous and scandalous 
paper, reflcctingon the just rights and pri¬ 
vileges of the said House) has been thereby 
guilty of a breach of the privilege of the 
said House: And whereas the House of 
Commons hath thereupon ordered. That 
the said sir F. Burdett be for his said of¬ 
fence commiilcd to his Majesty's Tower 
of London : These arc therefore to require 
you forthwith to take into your custody 
the bod}' of the said sir F. Buidett; and 
then forthivith to deliver him over into the 
custody of the Lieutenant of bis Majesty's 
Tower of London.—And all mayors, hai- 
lifl's, sheriffs, under sheriffs, constables and 
headboroughs, and every other person or 
persons arc hereby required to be aiding 
and assisting to you in the execution here¬ 
of.—For which this shall be your suOicicnt 
warrant. Given under my hand, thesixth' 
day of April 1^10. Cha. Aemot, 

To the ^ierjeant at Arms Speaker," 
attending the tlou^e of 
Commous er his Deputy. 


8 fO.— Vroceedii^s reipecting the 

^uerif, 

ihe Serjeant at arinb attending the 
House off Commons having in the execu¬ 
tion of this warrant been resisted, and 
turned out of sir F. Burdett’s private 
dw'elling-house by force. 

Your opinion is desired. Whether in 
the execution of this warrant he will be 
juftified ill breaking open the ouier or any 
inni-T door of the private dwelling-house 
of sir F. Burdett, or of any other person 
in which there it reasonable cause to sus¬ 
pect be is concealed, for <ilic purpose of 
apprehending him. And whether he may 
take to his assistance a suflicient civil or 
military force for that purpose, such force 
acting under the direction of a civil magis^ 
*ratc. And whether such proceedings 
will be justifiaUK during the night as well 
as in the day time i 
Opinion. 

“ No inislance is stated to me, and I 
firesunic that none is to be found, in which 
the outer door of a house has been broken 
open under the Speaker's warrant for the 
purpose of apprehending the petson against 
whom such warrant issued \hcii being 
therein. 1 must, therefore, form my opi¬ 
nion altogether upon cases which have 
aiisen upon the execution of writs or war¬ 
rants issuing from other courts, and which 
seem (p fall within the same principle. 

I find it laid down inSemaync's Case, 

5 Co. f)l, that wheie the king is a party, 
the shetiffinay break open the defendant's 
house, either to arrest him or to do other 
execution of the King's piocess, if-othcr- 
wise he cannot enter. So if the defendant 
be in the house of anotlier man, thesheiitf 
may do the same; but,he cannot break into 
the house of the defeiuiaiit in the execu¬ 
tion of any process at the suit of an inJi- 
vidval. This distiiiclion proceeds, as I 
appiehend, upon the greater importance 
(►f enforcing the process of tlie crown for 
the public bencht, than that of individuals 
for tho support of ihgr private rights. 
Reasoning from hence, I should think' that 
the f>peakcr's warrant, which had issued 
to ^nprchciid a man under sentence of 
commitment for a breach of the privileges 
of tho House of Commons, might be exe¬ 
cuted in the same manner with criminal 
process in the name of the king, ipasmuch 
as those privileges were given to the House 
of Commons for the benefit of the public^ 
only ; and the public arc interested in the 
duo support of them.—If the act had been 
(lone, and I were asked wlirtther it could 
be dufemdedj 1 should S9.y that it could j 
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but where it is p^wiously known that the Do you recollect any other persons 
execution of the warrant will be resisted being present besides the miiiislera who 
by torce, and if dt-atli should ensu^ in such have now been named, and the Attorney 
a conflict, the oflii.er who executes the General?—No, I do not. 
watr.tnt would stand justified, or nor, as Was Mr. Beckett called in ?—No. 

the breaking of the liou-e mav be held Were the police magistrates whom you 

lawful, or unlawful. I tVel myself obliged had before seen called in?—1 cannot ex- 
to bring this under his notice, leaving him actly state w hether they wore called in or 
to judge for him'itdf whether he will ven- not; they certainly were in the room 
tore to art upon my opinion, wduch has no where the council had been sitting. I 
direct authorily tn point to support ii, but rt mai’'ed some lime in the other ollice, 
rests upon reasoning from oilier ciscs, and then w'eiit in again; whether the 
which appear tome to fall wdthin the same cabiifct council had broken or not I 
principle, bhould the officer resolve to cannot tell. 

break into the house, if it be found neces- Were they present before the cabinet 
sary, he mu^t be canfui first to signify w'hcn yo'^werc yonrsclft—No. 
tife cause of his coming, and make request Whut passed at that council?—I related 
to open the doors, and not use any force in general terms the statcMhat my business 
umd it appears that those within will not was in, and that 1 intended to proceed by 
comply, and ho should be assured that force to* sir \\ JlurdeU's house, in conse- 
the party whom lie seeks to apprehend is quenceof the opinion Lhad received of the 
witliin the house. For the purpo.-e of cxe- Attorney (jeiieral, and generally as to the 
cuiing the warrant, he may take witfi him circumstances how far 1 thought it prac- 
a sufficient force of such description as ticable^ how far I tliought it likely I should 
, the nature of the case renders necc‘s^ar^^ meet with sir I’. Burdcll in the house, anil 
If he has reason to apprehend a degree of so on; liow far 1 Avas likely to carry niy 
resistance, which can only be reptlUd object into elici t. 

a military force, he mav take such force Were you asked, whether you bad re- 
withhim; but in ihiscaseitAvdl be prudent cciA’cd the Attorney (ienaiars opinion?— 
to take with him al'^o a civil niagi.strate. To the best ol my recollection 1 was ; I 
" 1 do not liiink it advisable to execute either was asked it, or raentioued it myself, 
the w'airant in the night. o , How long were you in council?— 

“ 'J he officer sliould understand, that A very short time; a very few minutes, 
when sir F, Burdett has once been ar- Did you receive any directions frum 
rested, if he afterwards effects his e'^cape them Innv to proceed ?—No. • 

or is rescued, his own hou?e or the house Did you ask^*br any assipiance, fol* the 
of any other person into Avhich he retreats, puipose of executing your warrant by 
may be broken for the purpose o£ re-taking force —I observed, that 1 thought it ne- 
bim. V. Gib3s, cessary 1 should have a sufficient military 

Lincoln’s Inn, April Sth ISIO.” escort: Pbelieve I staled that, and also 

When did you receive the summons to some civil assistance, 
attend the cabinet council?—Jt was left \A"hat an-'Wer xvas returned to you?— 
at my house at half past 8 last night, Ijthink. That I should have what 1 required. 

At what time did you attend the cabinet Was any defini ive arrangement made 
council?—Aboul ten o'clock last night. about the w’bole of your proceedings for 
Wheie?—At the secretary of state's the purpose of executing your warrant 
officer • , —It was considered more an act of my 

Wliich secretary of state's office ?—Mr, own to put it into execution in the best 
Ryder's. '" • way I could; there was no mmrucUon 

Who were present at that cimnciliL— given me. 

Mr PercSiai, the Attorney General, lord Was that all that passed in the cabinet 
liaihuiHT, loni W cstmoreland, lord Eldon, council while you were theier—Yes, I 
Mr. Dnndd^ 1 believe, and *1 think, lord think it w'as. 

Camdtn. ■ Di;i you afterwards go to the secretary 

Were those all the ministers present of state's effiice ?—I went into the next 
Lord Webe^rii v was there. monh and saw ihe police officers. 

Wa.s lord l.ivtipool also there ?—Yes. Had you any couiinnnication Aviih Mr. 
Mr. ffym r ?—Yes, Mr. Ryder. Jlydei, the ociary of sta‘e for the hom« 

Lord IVrulgrive?—And ia)rd Mulgravo. J 
Lord Hanowb/P—Ycs. Qy, enter. 
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department, personally, after you were 
dismissed from that council?—A very few 
words indeed passed between Mr. Ryder 
and myself, if any; I transacted the bu- 
siness of that office with Mr. Beckett. 

Did any words pass between you and 
Mr. Ryder after that cabinet council was 
over ?—He miglit have asked me a qucs* 
tion of no impoi tance, but I do not recol¬ 
lect any conversation; I do not believe 
a word did pass. 

Did you receive any directions or in- 
iti'uction fi;om Mr. Ryder personally ?— 
Not the smallest. 

Did you receive any directions or in¬ 
struction from Mr. Ryder through Mr. 
Beckett ?—No, none. 

What was the subject of the conversation 
which passed between you and Air. Beck¬ 
ett, after you were dismissed from the 
cabinet council ?— 7. told him 1 Imd deter¬ 
mined upon proceeding to sir F. liurdett*a 
house next morning, and I put down t\non 
paper the amount of the Ibrce^ 1 ^bought 
necessary. 

That you delivered to him ?—Yes, 1 did. 

What reply did he make ?—That 1 
should have them; that he would order 
them. 

Were they ready accordingly ?—They 
were. 

Have you at any time had any coininu- 
uication with any of his Majesty^s princi- 
pat secretaries of state upon the subject of 
this warrant, excepting those short commu¬ 
nications which you have .mentioned Witli 
Mr. Ryder, the one in the House of Com¬ 
mons, and the other in the street, and the 
4ther about which you are doubtful, after 
the cabinet council was over ?—None. 

Had you with any other of his Majes¬ 
ty’s ministers, excepting the conversation 
you have related with Mr. Perceval?— 
No, none. 

Sxamiaed ^ the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

Upon every application that you made 
■to Mr. Beckett, were yon not always told 
that you should ha^ e v/hatever force you 
thought iiecessary to assist you ia the exe¬ 
cution of your warrant, and were not you 
Teferrcd to the magistrates to apply to 
them tor such force as you might require? 
—I frequently applied to ihe magistrates, 
and they lolcl me they did not conceive a 
military force necessary for the puttirt^ 
my warrant, into execution m the first in- 
itance, meaning, I believe, that they 
thought military assistance should not be 
afforded tillblawshad actually taken place. 
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till the event had takei^ place ; my opi¬ 
nion was it would be better to have it 
to prevent any accident happening, than 
to send for it when the battle had already 
begun. 

Did not Mr. Beckett uniformly inforni 
you you should have every assistance you 
required, and refer you to the magistrates 
to apply for such force as you might re¬ 
quire ?—Yes, but that w'as always subject 
to the magistrates making the objection 
stated, and I was on Saturday night on the 
point of leaving the House, and did act* 
ually leave the house because 1 would not 
proceed to carry my warrant into execu¬ 
tion with means that 1 thought inadequate; 
I afterwards returned, and said 1 would 
undertake it ruihf*r than there should be 
more delay. 

Am I to understandyouibat you wished 
the magistrntos to furnish you with mili¬ 
tary force, in the first instance, to make 
this arrest ?—Yes, I did. 

To go with the military to make the ar¬ 
rest, rather than with the civil magistrate } 
—Yes; und for this reason, tj^ial 1 thought 
there would be some resi^^tance ivheii 1 
got into sir F. Burdcit'a house : and when 
he was put into the caii ioge, tliiTe being 
a very considerable number of people 
about the house, f thought he would be 
quite as likely to be rescued before they 
could send to the Horse Guards for assist¬ 
ance, ns at any other time: I felt the ne¬ 
cessity of it at the beginning; and I 
thought that when sir, F. Burdett was put 
into the carriage, some cavalry shouhl be 
at the sides of it, that there should not be 
a rescue in the first instance. 

When was tin* first occasion of your ap¬ 
plying to the secretary of stale’s office; 
was it before or after sir F. BurJ^jU had 
told you he meant to the warrant ?— 
Before: the first time 1 saw sir F. Burdett, 
when I came out uf sir F, Burdett’s house, 
1 think there were three hundred people 
before ji; when I first came down *10 the 
House to report fo the Speaker that I bad 
seen him; there was a very large mob 
btforc the door; I forget how many ; if 
that mob had been there, 1 certfiinly could 
nut have undertaken it without a military 
foicc 1 think; 

You have stated that you saw Mr. 
oeral on the Saturday afternoon ; did you 
nut tell Mr. Perceval at that time, that tba 
warrant that had been given by the 
Speaker to you for ihe arrest h€ sir F. 
Burdett had been vlelivered by a messen¬ 
ger to sir F. Burdett, hnd liM been left 
with him ?«*1 did. 
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Did not Mp. P,erceval express his sur¬ 
prize that when you had had an opportu¬ 
nity of seeing sir F, Biirdett witlf the war¬ 
rant, you did not actually arrest him ?— 
He did. 

Do you recollect whether Mr. Perceval 
did not enquire what passed between the 
messenger and sir F. Burdelt; whether 
the messenger had touched sir F. Burden 
when he served him with the warrant ?—I 
do recollect it. 

Did not Mr.J^erceval express his regret 
on finding that neither you nor the mes¬ 
senger had, upon either of those occasions 
actually touched him as your prisoner?— 
He did ; 1 believe I replied, that 1 did not 
eonsider in serving a member of parlia¬ 
ment with a warrant that form was neces¬ 
sary from me to him, but that the very 
shewing it, as 1 believed was always cus¬ 
tomary, would be suiTicient. 

Did you express to Mr. Perceval what 
your intention was with respect to endea¬ 
vouring to procure another warrant in con¬ 
sequence ok' having lost the former?—I 
believe 1 ^aid 1 should procure another, 
which I tlid; there was another procured 
immediaioly* 

You applied to the Speaker for another ? 
did. 

Do you recollect asking Mr. Perceval 
for his opinion and advice, whethet*or not 
you could legally break open the outer 
door of sir F. Burdett’s house under the 
authority of the Speaker's warrant I 
rather.l believe I,did; I remember the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer did me the 
honour 1 think to give me his opinion ; if 
I recollect right, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer seemed* to be of opinion, that 
having once entered the house, 1 might 
have gone up stairs and proceeded to 
search it. 

Was not that in consequence of your 
having expressed to Mr. Perceval, that 
when you were in the house you did not 
feeDyoursell at fiberty to scarcJi ?—Cer¬ 
tainly it was. * 

Bid not Mr.'Perceval state, that What¬ 
ever question might be raised with respect 
to the dhtwanl door, there could be no 
doubt of the right to search any part of 
the house, and to break i5pen any inner 
door when you were within it?—Yes, Mr. 
Perceval did. My doubt arose from huv- 
• ing asked the Speaker, whether 1 could 
"employ force upon iny warrant, whether 1 
could break qpen the door in case I could 
not enter it u^ithout ;* and his having r«w>' 
plied, that he cmild ao{ give me an opi¬ 


nion upon the subject, he really did not 
know; and I conceived that they were 
one and the same thing, being ignorant of 
the law, that breaking a door up-stairs 
might have been construed into the same 
sort of oifence as breaking an outer door« 

Do you recollect upon your asking Mr. 
Perceval for his opinioji and advice as to 
breaking the outer door, that he stated to 
you, as far as he had an opinion of his 
own, that be thought you might break 
the outer door, but that knowing there 
werfi legal doubts entertained upon tho 
subject, he could not undertake himself to 
advise you how to act upon that head ?— 

I do recollect it. 

Was it not then that Mr. Perceval ask¬ 
ed you whether you had in your office, 
any record or any precedent from whence 
you were possessed of the decision of that 
question by *wbat had been done before 
on any former occasion ?—No, I think 
not; 1 think it was upon the messenger's 
questipnj, upon whether a messenger was 
empowered to serve a warrant upon a 
member of Parliament, and I have since 
found precedents upon that subject. 

Did not Mr. Perceval state to you that 
you had the duty to execute, and that if 
he was in your situation, and had any 
legal doubt vb to the manner of executing 
•it, he should feel himself bound to take , 
the best legal advice upon the sufyect 
that he could ?—Certainly he did. 

Was it not upon that occa^idh that Mr. 
Perceval recammended you should take 
the advice of the Attorney General ?<*i 
Yes. ' 

With r,espect to your attendance at the 
cabinet council last night, are you sure of 
the time at which you attended it, was it 
not later than the time you have men¬ 
tioned ?—I think it might be. 

Was it not between twelve and one ?->It 
might have been between twelve and one. 

Had you not been at the Secretary of 
State’s office before in the afternoon, scon 
Mr. Beckett, and told him that you would 
return again after having consulted some 
friend as to theexccutionof yourwarrant? 
—I had. 

When you attended the cabinet coun¬ 
cil, were you not askc<l what you intended 
to do with respect to the execution of the 
warrant, as it was important for his Ma¬ 
jesty's Government to know what steps 
ought to be taken according to ybur de¬ 
termination ?a-I rallicT believe that was 
the first question that was asked me. 

Upon your stating^that your dttcrmma 
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tion was in execution oPyour <]uty, to at¬ 
tempt to execute the warrant, whatever 
resistance might be opposed to you, were 
you not informed that every assistance 
you required, military or civil, should be 
furnished to you to idlcct your purpose? 
—I believe I have already stated that 
every assistance 1 required last night was 
promised me. 

Were you not desired to retire and to 
consult the magistrates, to make your ar¬ 
rangements, and to require what force 
you thought necessary ?—Yes, 1 was^ 

At what hour on l-’nday morning did 
you receive your jj'arrant ?—I think at 9 ; 
the House broke up about 8, and it was 
some time making out. 

How came you not to proceed to exe¬ 
cute it immediately ?—I did ; I went im¬ 
mediately upon receiving the warrant, as 
I have already stated, from the House, to 
sir Francis Burdett’s house, and, as 1 have 
already stated, did nut find him at home. 
You wrote him a letter r—I ibd-* 

How came you, Intrusted with the exe¬ 
cution of a warrant, to write a letter to 
the person upon whom yon worn to exe¬ 
cute that warrant ?—Because T wished to 
see the person as early as possible that I 
might appoint a time for his going to the 
Tower, and on not finding him at home, I 
thought it necessary to write to him, 
hoping to hear something of him. I 

Wiien did you see him first ?—On the 
same day* 

At whathour?—About 4 o’clock, I think 
it was. 

How came you not to take him when 
you saw him ?«»I have always considered 
that when a member of Parliament has 
been taken into custody (and 1 believe it 
bas been always customary*) there was a 
courtesy of behaviour between the Ser¬ 
jeant atArms and a member of Parliament, 
that it was never cubtomary to do more 
than to state to a gentleman that he was 
in custody, or to w'riie him a letter; in¬ 
deed 1 believe 1 can bring an instance 
where a member of Parliament was or¬ 
dered to be taken into custody at Taunton 
in Somersetshire. A messenger was sent 
down to apprehend him, and a friend wont 
in the chaise with him; 1 believe the 
messenger, through delicacy, was lefi: six 
or seven miles from Taunton, and the 
triend went forward .md brought i lie mem¬ 
ber with him ; it was not considered that 
any thing else was necessaiy from prece-* 
dent. 

Was not tbal the fase of a person taken 
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into custody for not attending a call of the 
House ?—I forget. 

Whpif you saw sir Francis Burdett on 
the Friday afternoon, was there any mob 
at sir Francis Burdeit’s house, oV was 
there any ihing that could have then pre¬ 
vented you, if you had chosen to execute 
your warrant, from executing it ?—There 
was a considerable mob, and as 1 went 
alone, and quite without any assistance, I 
couM not have taken sir Francis Burdett 
awav» if ihe mob had (‘hosen to resist. 

When did you see sir Francis the se¬ 
cond lime ?—On the same evening, as I 
have already stated, when the Speaker 
desired me to go back and put my warrant 

into execution. 

• 

Was there a mob then that would have 
made it imprudem, in your opinion, to 
carry your warrant into execution r—N<i 
doubt about it, and particularly as it was 
dusk, and no communication had been 
made with the Lord Mayor, I think it 
would have been extremely imprudent. 

You saw the secretary of state that 
evening?—I did. 

Did you inform the secretary of state, 
or any body at his olfice, that there was 
such a mob about sir Francis Burdett’s 
house as w'as likely to prevout the execu¬ 
tion of your warrant?—1 slated to Mr. 
Beckett tliat there was a mob about sir 
Francis Burdctl’s house, and also, that no 
communiention had been made with the 
lAird Mayor. 1 really believe I stated 
tliat then. 

Did you at that time (Friday night) ap¬ 
ply to the secretary of stale’s oiticc for 
any assistance to cany your warrant into 
execution ?—No, not ihat night, consider¬ 
ing that as the Lord Mayor had not been 
communicated witli, wliatevcr force was 
granted to me, w'hetlicr civil or militaryj 
must be left behind at the confines of the 
city of London. 

flow did you know that the Lord Mayor 
had not been commuiucated with ?-*Mr, 
Read the magi.strale stated to me, upon 
my leaving the secretary of state's of¬ 
fice, Jiat there w as that objection, that he 
thought it necessary to put me inlo posses¬ 
sion oftliatohjection. I believe Mr. Beckett 
went soon after, and had communication 
with the Lord Mayor ; but 1 am not cer* 
tarn. 

When you went to the secretary of* 
stare’s ofTice, w'as the want of coininuni- 
cation with the Lord Mayor one of your 
reasons for not applying for assistance 
from the secretary of state's oiiice No ; 
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1 do not know that it had occnrrad (o me 
then. * 

You beard at the secietary of« state'’.^ 
office, that no conimunicatioii had been 
made to the Lord Mayor, and that that 
was a didiculty in your way r-—! was tcdd 
that by Mr. Read in ihe secretary of 
state’s oflice» to the best of my recollection. 

Do you know whether any communica¬ 
tion was made the Lord Mayor after 
that ?-^i myself went to the IahiI Mayor, 
I went on Saturday iii^ht to arrange for 
Sunday morning; and Mr. Clementson 
went last niglit to arrange for magistrates 
to take us on this morning. 

By whose direction did yon or Mr. 
CIcmontsoii go to the LokI Mayor to 
maKe that arrangement?—I rather think 
that I went to the Lord Mayor upon its 
being (old me that 1 must apply to tiie 
chief magistrate to furnish me with as¬ 
sistance. 

Do I understand you right, thnt, being 
told ai the secretary of stale’s nflicc that 
no communication had heoii made to the 
'Lord Mayor on the Saturday night, you 
Went to (he Lhrd Mayor yourself.^—No ; • 
Mr. Bead told me, no communication had 
been made on the Friday night. On the 
Saturday night J went to the Lord Mayor 
myself. 

‘Do 1 understand you right; on Friday 
night jMr. Read told you at the secretary 
of state’s office, that liiere was no commu- 
uicaiion made to the lord mayor, aud in 
conseijuciue of that, ou the Saturday 
night voo went to tile lord mayor your¬ 
self r—Yt s, meaning to cairy niy purpose 
inio idlect on Sunday, if possible. 

When did you go fo the secretary of 
state’s office the second time ?<—] must beg 
Jeavo'to refer to the unnuics; 1 do not 
recollect at lliLs moment. 

Was it on Saturday or Sunday ?—1 
went two or three limes in a day, I think 
I may have gone twice on Sunday; 1 
wont b:\jckward and forwards to communi¬ 
cate. « 

When did you* tell the secretary of 
state, or any person in the ofbee, that you 
required for 4 !e to carry your warrant into 
execution?—On Friday evening, after 1 
found that sir Francis DurdeU meant to 
resist^ on Friday evening, to be ready 
on Saturday morning. 

"J/Vhen did you first slate to the secre¬ 
tary of state’s office that you required 
force to carry your warrant into execu¬ 
tion The •firsutime I «veiit tberei i.bc* 
lieve. 


,On Friday evening ?—Ves. 

What answer did you get -That ! 
should have a proper force, a civil force ; 
and when found necessary, a military one; 
but we differed as to the neccssiiy. 

Then one of the reasons that you had 
for not executing your purpose sooner 
wa^, that till this morning yon had nut a 
sufficient force, in your estimation, to 
carry your warrant into effect ?— No, I 
canmo say ih it. 1 undertook it once^ 
when I really thought that I ought to have 
had a military foice but 1 undertook it 
with constables only. 

Exam?ned by sirJofiJi /Instrutkr. 

$ 

Had you at any time, till this morning, 
such a force as you thought yourself quite 
suilicient to execute your warrant?—No, 
never till ihis morning; never till this 
morning h.id 1 military, force in the first 
instance, except that I think on Sunday 
inoining, tiie day I knocked at the door 
and did nut get entrance, there was a 
military force patrollincr before rhe house 
to disperse the mob; 1 imigined then I 
should have them an escort, if neces¬ 
sary, but lliat was the only time till last 
Might that I had a curie blanche; that 1 
had exactly what 1 required; that!named 
my whole force.^ 

Qii Friday night you informed the se¬ 
cretary of state’s oilice that you required 
force?—-Yes. 

Until this morning, you never had so 
groat a f<irce as.you thought quite suffi¬ 
cient to eairy your puiposc into efTect?— 
Never, with the exception of ihe cavalry 
whi( h wu'i patiolliDg, but they were not 
granted to nfe, 

1 do not ask you as to troops patrolling 
the sticets, hut whether you bad a suffix 
(ifiu f rcc appointed to carry your war¬ 
rant into cxecntiun ?—No. 

When (lid vou see Mr. Perceval ?—On 
% 

Saturday afternoim. 

Was It by your desire th it you saw Mr. 
Perceval, or w.is it his de'-ire to si-’C you? 

— Mr, Percevai’.s desire to sec me; Mr. 
Perceval signified to Mr. Ciementson, the 
D puiy Serjeant at Arms, that he wished to 
liavt' s( >n>' C(uiv«'rs.ttion with me upon iho 
siibji'f'i ofinv wair nit, and 1 attended him. 

Yuiirfiaw the Speaker about nine o’clock 
i-n Friday oveinng. when you first in¬ 
formed fiiin of ic'iisiuncc ?—It was after 
1 had sir Francis Burdett for*the 
set^und time, winch was on Friday even* 
ini: about lime o’clock. 

When you saw Mr. PcrceValj did you 
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iuibrin Mr. Perceval, os you have stateJ 
here, lhat the Speaker had told you Ijc 
did not know whether you might break 
open the door for the purpose of entering 
the house?—Yes, 1 did. 

Are you quite sure the Speaker inform- 
ed you of any such thing?—The Speaker, 
with his usual kindness, gave me his opi¬ 
nion upon the question 1 asked him, in 
that candid fair way that he does upon all 
occasions. 

Are you quite sure that the Speaker said 
to you. he did not know whether youtcould 
break open the door or not r 

The SpeaUi '.—If tilt* Serjeant has any 
doubt upon this ‘point, and oqc or tw*o 
other points^ i would beg to state to the 
House the recollection 1 have upon the 
subject. In the early part of his evidence, 
the Serjeant did appear lo intimate, lhat 
he had informed me that resistance \vas lo 
be expected from sir Francis liurdelt,v^hen 
he saw me here at the House, and the 
House v\as sitting; I wish the Svrieant to 
recollect, whether when he came to me, 
the House then sitting and I in my private j 
room, and when I asked him whether he 
had brought the receipt of the lieuieuant 
of the Tower ff>r his prisoner, he ditl not 
at that time mention, that on the conirary, 
it w'as then settled between him and sir 
Francis Burdett that he "should go the 
following dav ?—Yes. 

The Speaker. —Did you not afrcrivards 
see me betw'cen nine and ten oVdock at 
night, after you had seen ,sir Francis Bur¬ 
dett th(* second time, and after you had 
read the warrant to him, and after sir 
Francis Burdett had answerrd that he 
should re.sisi that warrant r—Yo^. 

The Spcr^A'cr.—ReLoIleciing the«e. two 
conversations with me, at what time do 
you think it was that you first informed 
me of sir Francis Burden's intention to 
resist the warrant ?—The last. 

The Speaker .—And not the fust?—And 
not the first undoubtedly. 

The Speaker .—So that the first intima¬ 
tion from you to me of the intention of .sir 
Francis Burdett to resist the warrant, did 
not come to me till between nine and ten 
en Friday night?—No. 

The Upon the other point 

upon which the Serjeant has been psked, 1 
wish to stale lo the Flouae conectly what 
the conversation was that passed, and ihe 
opinion which he appears to have reported 
to the chancellor of thewexchequer. 'the 
Serjeant came to me at eleven at night, 
•ftor I had *^feceived sir Franoi* BunletFs 


j letter; be said he had seen the magistrete* 
at the secretary of state’s office, and the 
magistrates there entertained great doubts 
whqther they could break open an outer 
door, and, as I understood the Serjeant 
refused to proceed lo that execution of 
the warrant which should require an outer 
door to be broken, 'fhe Serjeant applied 
to me for my direction: Upon that occa¬ 
sion, as upon all others, I thought it my 
duty to yield the Serjeant all the informa¬ 
tion in my power, but never to g^ive him 
orders or directions as to ihe specific mode 
by whicli he was to carry his warrant into 
execution. 

Serjeant.—That is perfectly correct. 

The uFer.—In my desire to give to 
the Serjeant all the assistance 1 could, 1 
sUilcd to him that 1 really did not know of 
aHy parliamentary in^i'iicc upon this point, 
of breaking outer doors; but 1 added, that 
I concluded the magistrates would exe¬ 
cute this to at least the same extent as 
they would any process for criminal con¬ 
tempt of any inferior court; lhat they 
inu>.t be in the habit of directing or exe¬ 
cuting thiit process, and I edneeived they 
would follow that lino. This 1 believe 
was the substance of the conversation lhat 
took place u|)on the occa,sion. In the 
couveisatioii with the Serjeant in iny room, 
atuv’ niy remonstrance lor his not having 
excel.led his warrant, he maj' recollect 
that I told him he should not have lost 
sigiit of his prisoner when he once saw 
turn, and lhat (as indeed 1 had informed 
him ill the morning)'if aid was wanted he 
might have it at the secretary of stale’* 
office; that 1 had lound it my duly to 
enquire wiiiit aid »ouId be given to my 
warrant; and that 1 hud been told aid 
would be given there if applied for. - 

Examination continued hp sirJokn AtWruther. 

(To the Serjeant.)—Who was it first 
su^^ested to you any doubt about exe¬ 
cuting the Speaker’s .warrant by fqrce?—1 
had a conversation with Mr. Bead the ma¬ 
gistrate about it, but 1 do not recollect 
w.io suggested it to me first. 

Was it suggested to you at the secretary 
of state’s office?—No, I think not. 

Did you'see Mr. Read aiw where but 
at the secretary of state’s office f^Never 
any where • else except meeting him in 
the street; 1 never did business with, 
but at the secretary of state’s office. 

Was it Mr. Read who suggested it to 
you ?—To the best of my recollection it 
was; but I am not positive* 
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Was the idea,of taking the opinion of 
the Attorney General upon the subject 
ever suggested to you till it fras sug¬ 
gested to you by Mr. Perceval ?—Never, 
I believe. 

Would you have delayed the execution 
of your warrant if 3 'ou had had sufllcient 
force, till yon had taken a legal opinion, 
if it had not been suggested to you ?—I 
should have d^ayed it, 1 think. 

When vou executed the warrant this 
morning, do you know who were in the 
house at the tii^e that warrant was exe¬ 
cuted ?—F do not know; 1 believed sir 

Biirdctt to be in the house. 

Whom did you sec when you went 
there ?—Sir F. Burdettand his family. 

Any body else ?—I'herc wore two la¬ 
dies, sir F. Burdett's brother, and some 
other gentleman ; I do not know who he 
was. 

Did you know the other gentleman ?— 
Ko, I did not know any gentleman per¬ 
sonally but sir F. Durdett and his brother. 

When you first applied to Mr. Beckett 
fur assistance to cairyyour arrant into 
execution, v\^ai ans^ver did you receive ? 
—-That I shonld have force; i!iut he 
would give it me. 

Did not Mr. Beckett say that the ma¬ 
gistrates were the proper persons to apply 
to, and that you wouhl lind them* in a 
room below ?—l think he vclerred me to 
the magistrates; at tho same time I be¬ 
lieve he said that he would aflbrd me any 
force I thousrht nccessarv ; we diiTcred as 
to the riiilitary force, when v^e diilcred in 
opinion. 

Mr. Beckett introduced vou to the two 
magistrates sitting hi a room below r—- 
Yes, he did. 

Upon ap|dication to tiiose magistrates 
for force to carry the warrant into execu¬ 
tion, were any and what doubts exjiressed 
as to the propriety of their granting it -— 
No doubts at all; ihoy^ were ready and 
willii^ to grant'it in iho wjy they 
thought sufheient; but we dilTeml npon 
the nature of llic force. 

Wns it not suggested by those magis¬ 
trates, ihait to entitle vomsolf to assistance 
from them, you must st.atc a case of re¬ 
sistance ?—Yes. • 

Were you not required to make afli- 
davit to some overt act of I'csistance, hj:- 
fbre they would feel theni'^elvcs warranted 
to grant that force ?—Mr. Read did state 
that it \fas nc‘ce;:sary for me to make an 
affidavit of the couves’satiou that passed^ 
between sir F. BBrdett and mvself as to 

vot. XVJ. 


his resistance, previous to his grantingmc 
a f<»rce. 

Upon statement of that conversation, 
did Mr. Read acknowledge hioiself leady 
to give you any force, and of whai n'^ture? 
Mr. Read conceived ai first it was neces¬ 
sary 1 should , make an afiidavi ; 1 rather 
objected to it at first; afterwards 1 told 
him 1 had no objection to swear to any 
thing 1 had stated, and that 1 had no ob- 
jeciK.n to make an affidavit; but he still 
objccteil to a military force unle.'^s in Case 
of resistance. , 

Did liot Mr. Read grant you the civil 
force that you required both on Saturday 
and Snmkiy Yes. * 

Was it suggested (o you, by either of 
those magistrates, that liaving been in 
the presence of sir F. Burdett, his not 
being in your custody had placed him in 
the situation •of an cecape }—I think he 
stated it might be liable to that imputation. 

po 1 understand you that the magis¬ 
trates vtcre ready to grant you any extent 
of civil power that you should require 
then upon the statement you made, and 
that they were further ready to give you 
the assistance of the military m case of 
your making affidavit of some overt act of 
resistance, and of the incornfietency of the 
civil poiver tq do the work ?—Most cer¬ 
tainly. 

Ill your Interview with Mr. Perceval ‘ 
on Saturday, did you complain of*the 
force you thought requisite r#ot having 
l)pcn airorded.fo you ?—No, 1 do not re¬ 
collect that I did. 

When was the first lime that you ap¬ 
plied at the secretary of state’s office for 
niiy assi«tance, was it not the Friday even¬ 
ing ?—Yes, it was. 

Wore not you then told by Mr. Beckett 
that you should have any civil aid that- 
ivas necessary, and such military aid as 
the magistrates might thick was requisite 
to assist them in the exj cution of their 
civil office ?—Most certainly. 

Were not you referred to the magis¬ 
trates to furnish you with the civil aid, 
and to take their judgment whether that 
civil aid was sufticieut without the aid of 
the military, and to take the military if 
they tiiought the ci.vil insufficient >■—No 
douUt of it, but Ji had my own opinion 
upon it, which diffcreil very much from 
tluirs. 1 did not myself think that suffi¬ 
cient. • 

^ By theirst/’ do net you mean the ma- 
•gistiatcs ?—The magistrates. 

Did not you wish to have the military 
^ P 
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in llie first instance ibr ihe purpose of ex- 
eculin'j the wanaiit?—Nut in ilic liisl 
instanci'i uhoii 1 went out of llii- House ol' 

Commons to call at sir f. IjiTfleti's. 

In the first instance, afier von had seen 
»ir l\ Purdett P—In thi fnst iJ^st;mcv, after 
I had seen a inoh at sir P. liurdett’s 
house, I did think niiluary assistance was 
fchsohilciy jiecessary. 

Did not the magistrates express a dis¬ 
inclination to employ the military, until 
they weie convinced that a civil force 
was insulli-jicat?— Yv>, but 1 diTlercd 
ivitii tlicm. 

Bj/ Ldi ii OstulstuH. ^ 

Did not yon conceive, that though you 
were to be furnislied by the secretary of 
ktatev. ith a military force for the execu¬ 
tion of the wnriMPt, the re-pons»bility of 
the oxeciuion uouhi fall upon \onrscir; 
an • tb.it ibercfi'H', if dcatli should ensue, 
and the warrant ‘hoiilil J'c found to be il¬ 
legal, }'an miglil become sulycct to an 
indictment for innrdor I certainly con- 
•idered tluU 1 \< a- tlu* re..i!OM'nbbj person 
in execuliog lha» wa; ram. 

Did von net think IVein tin; opinion 
given y<‘U by the attorni'y general, and 
iiuiiJ the coPiimunication \ on had with his 
j\Jaje«>ty’s nnni^tcrs, and.aiso with ibc 
Speaker, that that responsibility vtas oir a 
very aeiious nature ?—I ceitamiy thought 
that it was b'tt I executed it upon the 
opinion given me by the attorney general, 
and wishing to carry hit- purpose into 
tU’cct. 

Bi/ jMr. n. 

After yoiw Ie*;t interview wiiii the (a- 
l-nct (did vi>,i ccnti ;ve you bad j lievc I nave Mica..v 
M.v oMi! r fpii'Je tpuri \ ';i!r o'-va dj^cHiIon 
:n jc ill's I ;m.u opinion of the att(»rnc*y 

K .le*. di.il I a(.i»xl qiiilc 
urioii n v own re.'': r.Mi'.ibdnv. 

V • to 

B'j j Ir. Ai-iutn. 

j 

Inllio Cf-T'O oi’ vour nro{':''Mrnr u",on ! 
this waii.’j t, did wjr. ;u env fim.-' nianc ; !'•!lo. did ni‘- .Ur. ihal, llnoughout. the 
eipplicalion to tiic ahu ill id sc:. —j •.v'l.ole ti TH'‘Uetio:i, ciJic.'iS hi"* readiness 


both Mr. SherilF Wood^ and Mr. Shcrili' 
Atkins. 

What^did they say upon your shewing 
them the warrant, and saying you should , 
ask for their assistance ?—They said, ilk 
the first instance, tlicy w'ould afibrd me 
any assi.slancc: it was on the supposition 
that sir R Hurdett came out of the hou.so 
that 1 asked it, and beiii^ on the spot, 1 
thought it proper to sliew them my war¬ 
rant, and they said they would do evci y 
thing in tlicir fiowcr. 

'i’iiey said they woulil give you as- 
sistaiiee If it was required ?—They seem¬ 
ed to be most completely disposed to do 
every thing that was most kind by me. 

In point of fact, did not Mr. Read in¬ 
form you, iba' nn Saturday morning be 
had applied for a •.anluin’s guard tube 
ready to escort the ]uisoiu.r in case of 
caption, and did you not decline that 
cn[)taiii*s guard, saying, sir R Burden 
was not at homer—^ cs; but I never 
consideicd a guanl being ready forme ai 
sullicient, lo't'nno 1 ^ii' uld have had to 
have .«cnt f-'i' it when tliecvll ii.ul br..rnu. 

D'f! \ (u •'■o ^ji Sinu^'.y morning pass 
i'' rl on bo*;.b Min the oluv.actcr 
of a 1 .• ' a; i|jc c.^ptain’s 

1 uown-i ’at' L i-* eai..din’s giuird 
wa-^ for the purno o> . 'corling sir R 
Burdf'tt, vvlun he .sbo'il.i h<rome a pri- 
sonirr—I liavc alrearly slated, that on 
^!unday morning 1 I.mud a party of tho 
horse guards "ith .Mr. Reid at their 
head, in front of sn* V. l>uuK'it*s house, 
and 1 tvas raihor sni priscd 0^ see them, 
for w lieu Ml, Iliad and 1 (laiied on Sa¬ 
turday nigiir, it was unlv Mctlutl that tiiey 
should !m in w adtrecs as before : I bc- 

liial I make 

I o doubt iliutif >111 J. 1>M{ ieit had’brt'n 
c'.pluied, that paiiy vv.nud have been or¬ 
dered to esemt ban, win h was exacily 
wliai 1 wisbed, to luiu. Miem before the 
(itM.r iVady t > fo), and not to have to .-,cnd 

i*u’ >heju wU'n di'* hud begun." 

\on'n tvKo.'; »si surpri/e at seeing 


it to file ! and v, ..d; U) sn;*j)o,l -n u, bill ifis ahsol 
Klienll of Middleitx, ^hcl il!' V\ cod .uui j iujinluv sU'ipiii't. vn*i with a niiliu 
Alldns; they rame^ opposite sir F. h .r- 
tlctt'.! liou.^je to the mol); aiid»«at die 


Glouce.'ici cMii.' 0 -hf use, where they had 
a room, 1 suJ.wt d Umm my warrant, ai*id 
told (jit'in i. Ii ..<1J call unoii ibeiii for any 
avn-itanco 1 nii^Jn retjun^. to execute n^y 
wairpTit, in ca.iti sir L. B-udett came out,^ 
\\ere both the SiicnlL there?—Yes j 


h.solute 
military 

ioii t'j crnsi'f^r'fdy \\i<n the dutic.s of his 
otiire. ri.l ov( m .ict of resi.stancA wa.*! 
made T b .'.o said ‘■ii i\l all times, 

bet j ibouglit lilt y to be there be¬ 

fore tlio neei .niy m yni. 

iiillie in: .1 ue\'. , lo bad w ith fhe Under 
i>fccrvtary ov Slav on Fiidrfy evening, 
did uot he ilite Ins o’fiiiiua Unu you hud 
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been extremely backward in the execu¬ 
tion of your duly, and that yoy would 
therefort! have rendered yourself respon¬ 
sible for all consequences ?—I think he 
(lid ; I believe I answered, that 1 (houi^lU 
I siiuuld bear myself out, and that I had 
done my best, or soinelliing to that 
cfiJ-cr. 

By 7tlr. Suplicn. 

Wiicu vou fust saw .sir E. Burdett, lie 
did not uUiiiiate^any inlemion to ro-^ist.^— 
Mone. 

Did he ohjei’t to the legality of Liic war¬ 
rant?—-He did not; all tiMt d was, 

that he said he siiouid write a lidter to the 
S|5eak(*r, ioid lie would he gir.d lo receive, 
me the n..'xi day: iie said, “ L have al¬ 
ready wri'icn to you, to .^ay j fdiall he glad 
to rocei.i.* you 'to-ineiiOw at ciwen 
o\do<:kand lie increlv saiil, ihat lie 
should write a liUttr to tin* Sncalwr. 

Had not you }»re\i4m%!y asked him 
appoint a lor with \ ou lo the 

, Tower in the exceutiuu of the w.arrant ?— 
Yes, what jjJ be llie. most convcoun» 
time to film. 

Did you not undti^toinl l!ial appejut- 
ment to be for the purpose of going with 
him to the rowt r ^ -No doubt about it. 

Had you any exj'd Knion, that, hiulng 
gone at that hour, y«.u were to mettfany 
resistance?—Not from sir F. Hurdett, cer¬ 
tainly; there might have been from the 
mob in thestieet; 1 never dreamt of it 
lioni sir.F. Burdeft.* 

W'as not the expef'tation ol sir I’. J>ur- 
dett complying with the vvairant,'the rea¬ 
son you did not them take him into cus¬ 
tody?—I was unde!-* the impression that 
he \vouId go quietly with me to iheTow'er 
the next day. 

Do you pos.sfss a ropy of the letter you 
wrote to sir F. Burdett ?—[ do. 

The same was then delivered in, to¬ 
gether vvitu sir F. Burden's an- 

* swer, and hre as follow : • 

• 

‘‘,24-, Lower Ihook-sirej-l, 
Oro^svcnor-squarc, (ith April IrilO.” 

" Sir; Having leceived a warrant from 
the House of Commons, and an order 
from the Speaker, to wait oi\you to con¬ 
vey you to the Tower ; 1 called at your 
house this morning at nitie .o’clock, and 
was informed that you were not at homer 
sliall be much obliged to you, to let 
me kuo>% when I can see you, that in 
doing my ,dul}r. as Segeant at Arm.s, I 
may not be deftcieijt in paying every pro¬ 
per attention and respect to you; wishing 


to consult your convenience as to the 
lime and mode of your removal, I 
have, ike. Francis .1. Colman, 

SirF. Burdett, hart. Serj. alArms.” 

“Piccadilly, April 0, ISIO,*’ 

“ Sir; ] have just leceived your polite 
letter^ and shall be at lioriie to receive you 
at twelve o’clock to-morrow. Your’s, &c, 

Francis Burdett.’* 

“ F. J, Colman, c.sq,” 

I Wliat was the precise military force, in 
I point of number, which you conceived to 
1 be necessary to enable you to pertbrm 
■your duty?—Tliat wfAld depend very 
‘ much upon the .state of the to\v!i, as to 
the number oftlie mob; and if the town 
was quiet, I should have wanted uu cscor 
at alt perliaps, but it depended upon the 
stat<‘of tiu‘ lo\vn as it* tumult, and what 
the number of men assembled were at the 
moment. 

Wliat was the first demand made by 
you fof* a*milicjry three r—When 1 in- 
I tended to take sir Fiancis Burdett to the 
i lower, on the Fiiday. 

I On wbicb day, at wliat time, and to 
, what jjer.:'m, did you make your lirst de- 
I iiiand for i military foice?—On Friday 
afternoon ? 

What was tI^e force you then demand¬ 
ed ?—I do not recollect; 1 do not know 
tliat I named any number. 

At any subsequent time, did ^jou make 
1 demand for a specific military force ?— 
Jjast night I was asked what force I re¬ 
quired, and I .stated .IDO iniantry and 500 
cavalry ; 1 thought it better to have too 
large than <00 small a force, a.s 1 tliought 
the larger my force was, the less likely it 
was to meet with resistance, and that 
there would be less probability of blood- 
shed. 

You did not demand, till last night, that 
force which von have staled to be neces- 
saiv hu’ tarrving mlo eAC' UMoii your war- 
r.tnt this ilay ?—•! am not certain w lielln.T 
1 stated any [>ariiculai number at any time 
b'dore. 

Did, vc-u, on any of the occasions when 
you Were m tlie seci clary ol slate’s de¬ 
partment, or in coinuuiidcatioii with Mr, 
Beckett, demand an auvlience of Mr. 
llydcr, or desire u» see Mr, Ryder ?■— 
N*;v(:r. 

Bj/ the Chancellor of the Exchequtv, 

• On the Friday evening, when you ask- 
•ed for a military force iirst„was it not on 
that occasion Mr, RcacUskcd you whether 
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you had made any arrangement with the 
Lord Mayor, as to the attendance of a 
magistrate to escort you into the city 
I believe it was, and I answcied that 1 had 
nou 

Did he not then state to you, that with¬ 
out a magistrate of the city altending to 
meet you, the military might ^)rob^bIy 
object to go, and the inagUtrate that at¬ 
tended you to the city could no longer 
act in ihai character r—Yes; and I also 
vnuer>>tood that in the course of the same 
nigiit the Lord Mayor rather made an ob¬ 
jection to admitting the cavalry into the 
city, which objection lie afterwards did 
away. 

Did not Mr. Read state to you, that he 
could not act as a magistrate beyond the 
coniines of his own jurisdiction ?—No 
doubt of it. « 

Did he not tell you, that in his opinion, 
it would be necessary to have a magistrate 
to attend the military force that attended 
youNo doubt about it. * * 

By Sir Charles Burrell. 

You stated, that in the first instance the 
sherifis cflcrcd you every assistance ; did 
you from that, wish the House to under¬ 
stand that ill the second instance they did 
not.^—No, it was merely a civil answer, a 
general disposition to shew attention tome 
and to serve me. 

Was th^re any diiii-rcnce nr di.ctinction 
in the line of conduct the two .sherlifs took 
in pi'of]*'ring such assistance as you might 
want; was one more ready than the other 
to profler that assistance, or was there any 
diflerence in their line of cimduct? — 
They were at dinner; there was some 
conversation respecting my carrying my 
warrant into cill-ct, there was no dider- 
ence in the disposition they shewed me, 
but 1 had asked them for nothing parti¬ 
cular. 

By Sir Charles Price, 

In your communication with the Lord 
Mayor, what i-nswer did you receive from 
him respecting the assistance he would 
grant ?—I received every attention from 
my Lord Mayor; he told me that his ju¬ 
risdiction, the city, 1 should find perj'ectly 
quiet when I came. I pressed him to al¬ 
low the cavalry I took with me froch 
hence to pass through the city, about 
which there had been soiQC little doubt at 
first, and he was obliging enough to wiifk 
at it; in shoit, to afiora me every srssist-* 
%Ace 1 cotfid 
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Yod* had no doubt im your own mind 
you shuujd receive every assistance from « 
the Lord Mayor ?—No, on the contrary, 
there W'as every disposition shewn. 

By Admiral Markhafii, 

Did you consider it your business, or 
that of his Majesty's government, to make 
an arrangement with the Lprd Mayor ?— 

I believe tiie under secieiary had commu¬ 
nicated with the Lord Mayor, he commu¬ 
nicated with somebody Olathe subject of 
the magistrates meeting me. 

Weie you left to make the arrange¬ 
ments wiiti the Lord Mayor ?—I do not 
know that ?uy body, except myself and 
uiy deputy, had any communication wiiSi 
the Lord Mayor on the subject; 1 either 
went myself or sent iny deputy. 

By Mr. Parnell, 

In the interview you had with sir Fran¬ 
cis Burdett on Friday, did be tell you he 
would go with you on Saturday at eleven 
o’clock to the Tower, without making re¬ 
sistance?—No; all that passed between 
sir Francis Burdett and myself was, J 

shall write a letter to the ,Speaker,and 1 
“ shall be ready to receive yon to-morrow 
“ at eleven o'clock." 

^ By Sir George HilL 

From sir Francis Burden's conduct to 
you upon that occasion, coupled with the 
answer wdiich you received to your note 
from sir Francis Burdett, did you not ex¬ 
pect tilings to have *Deeu so conducted 
upon the Allowing morning, that he would 
go with you to the Tower without resist¬ 
ance ?—Yes; 1 thought so certainly at 
that time. 

[I'lien the Serjeant was directed tO re¬ 
tire from the bar, and he retired accord- 
ingly.] 

Mr, Whitbread then begged leave to ask 
the Attoriwy Genet al^ whether he had not 
been c&isulted. upon the warrant previous 
to,the case being laid before him by the 
Sffrjeaiil at Arms ? 

The Attorney Genertil repliqji, that he 
had been sent for to the Council, and had 
been eonsulVed in the capacity of Attorney 
General. If the House thought it fit that 
he should state what was asked of him on 
tliat occasion, he had no personal objection. 

Mr. Whitbread thought the question 
ought to be answered. • 

The Chancellor cf the E^hequer doubted 
very much ivhether the pTincifile shduld 
be admitted, of retjttiringlrodi o&a^of Ihe 
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law officers of th<i crown an account of 
what passed at the council at which lie 
was required lo attend. It must bi recol¬ 
lected that this was not a grare enquiry 
respecting the conduct of his Majesty’s 
ministers; but the examinatiou of the At¬ 
torney General was only intidentai to an 
examinatiou uf thu Serjeant at Ar.ns, who 
was giving an j^ccount at the bar of his 
manner ot executing a duty imposed upon 
him. He was so Convinced that secrecy 
was necessary l(y confidence^ that he did 
not like to establish such a precedent as 
this, although he did not think the ques¬ 
tion asked was subject to any other mate¬ 
rial objection. 

IVIr. conceived it of very great, 

importance that the House should have 
an answer to the question which he asked^ 
and which appeared to him to affect very 
seriously his Majesty’s ministers. Every 
body knew and greatly lamented that 
from Friday morning to the present day 
liiis great inetn polls had been a scene of 
* the utmost tumult and conlusion, and that 
the mostcalaviitous events had taken place. 
Many persons (hedidiiot know how many) 
had been slain. The argument whicu he 
wished to submit to the House was this: 
until Friday morning there was noquestion 
at all about the value of the Speaker’s war¬ 
rant, and yet the House were iio\^ in¬ 
formed, that although that warrant had 
been signed on Friday morning, the 
Serjeant at Arms was advised by minis¬ 
ters on. Saturday evening to lay a case 
before the Attorney General, who return¬ 
ed his opinion on the case on Sunday 
evening. It was, therefore, necessary 
that the House an(f the country should 
know how it happened, that it should be 
necessary to take the Atloriiey-General’s 
opinion on the Saturday, upon a subject 
that there was no question of on Friday. 

The Chaiiceilor of tlvc Exchequer said, that 
there never had been any doubt or ques¬ 
tion about the vafidity of the ^eakcr’s 
warrant. The only question was, whether 
in the execution of this warrant the ^r- 
jeant had any right to break an outer-door. 

Mr. JVhuhend said, that he had not used 
the word validity. He had^said the value 
of U, w hich, in common language, implied 
the extent of its operation.^ 

Mr. R, Dundtis said, that it appeared 
\o him a novel and extraordinary doctrine 
for geivtiemen on the other side of the 
House to ^aiqtain, that it was the business 
of government tq controul and direct fbcp 
£lerjeaat at Arms in tbo execution of bi« 
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duty. He appealed to the Chair, whether 
it was not irregular to put questions to 
members similar to that which was now 
put to the Attorney-General. 

The Shaker said, that it certainly was 
not regular to examine members, unless 
when the House were on an enquiry. 

Tlie Chancellor of the Excheqwr after¬ 
wards withdrew his objection, and the 
(question w'as suffered to be put; via. 

Were you consulted upon the subject of 
the Speaker’s Warrant, as directed against 
sir Francis 6urdctt. at any time previously 
to the rase being submitted to you upon 
th'^ part cf the serjeani at arms?<»l was 
never consulted up m the legality of the 
warrant, but 1 was (^insulted upon the 
question, whether u could be executed by 
breaking the outer door of sir Francis 
Burde.t/ft htiuse. * 

When, and by whom?—On the Satur¬ 
day morning I was desired to attend the 
council* and 1 did attend it; 1 cannot 
charge my recollection with the time, 1 
can recollect, from the effects of having 
sat up so late the preceding night, it was 
extremely late; 1 should think it was 
about one or tw'o o’clock, but I will not 
pretend to speak to the tmie. 1 was asked 
at the council ^hat 1 thought uf the le- 
gtility of so executing the warrant, 1 mean, 
by breaking the outer door of the house; 
it was a new question ; it arose upon tho 
execution of a warrant, with tIA: mode of 
executing whreh 1 was in practice unac¬ 
quainted. No instance could be stated to 
me in which such a warrant had been exe¬ 
cuted by breaking the outer door of the 
house; 1 could therefore only reason from 
Analogy to other cases in the law, which I 
had in my recollection. Tiie tendency of 
my opinion certainly then was, that it* 
might be so executed ; that is, that the 
Serjeant bad a right, having demanded en¬ 
trance, and being refused, and having stated 
the ground upon which he demanded en¬ 
trance, namely, to execute such a warrant, 
that he would be justified in breaking the 
outer door of the house. I stated at llfie 
same time that it was a question new, for 
the reasons 1 have stated, and that I coitld 
not give a decided opinion; but that as 
far & my opinion went, which was the re¬ 
sult of reasoning and not of any authority 
upon the particular point, 1 thought, ft 
might be so executed. * 

» Was that all that passed at that'Council 
*apon the subject oftheSpe^akei^owarrant9 
—Ili&t'Wai'tlie subatfoce of whofipaised; 
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I think I also stated the consequence that 
might arise to the Serjeant in so executing 
this warrant, if he were not Justified in 
law j that if any conflict should take place, 
and a death should ensue (pretty much in 
the terms 1 afterwards used in my Opinion) 
he would or would not be justified, as tliat 
mode of executing the warrant might be 
deemed legal or ilk\nnl; and 1 think 1 
stated likewise, that it any thing fatal were 
to happen to himself^ aiiJ it should be ludd 
that his mode of executing the warrant wa^ 
illegal, no p^jrson resisting such an execu¬ 
tion of the warrant would he criininaily 
answerable for that circumstanco. 

Sir Mark JVood moved, that tlic mes¬ 
senger who accompanied the Serjeant at 
Arms to sir K Huideti's hoii>c on Friday 
night, should be called.in anti examined. 

Mr. Jacoht in rising to .second this mo¬ 
tion, took occiuiem- to oUsci vc, that liie 
inquiry should lake a wider range tli.tii 
gentlemen appeared lo iiavu in como'u- 
plation. The object of all llie .biterroga- 
tories seemed to be to criminate tbe Ser¬ 
jeant at Arms, the mini.sters, or the pri¬ 
soners, and for this purpose only one wit¬ 
ness was examined. Nothing bad as yet 
been gone into to affect the enmiiialify of 
the prisoner, or to expose any of his secret 
advisers, whether members of that House 
or not. (Aloud cry of name, name !) Ill* 
only meant lo Miagest the propriety of 
extending inquiry upon this subject, in 
order toastertain whether any member of 
that House, or v.'ht had recently advised 
sir F. Burdett to the authority of the 
Speaker\s warrant. It appeared to him 
that the House had at least as iijuch right 
to call upon any member to violate his 
confidential counsels tvith sir F. BurdcU, 
as it had to call upon the law officer of the 
crown to violaie ins consultations with the 
king’s cabinet. 

Lord fhrcrtdw/i rose to order, lie 
conceived the lion> member to be quite 
wandering from the question properly be¬ 
fore the house. 

Mr. Ponsonby also rose to order; but 

The Speaker interposed and expressed 
his opinion, that the lion, member was not 
out of order; as he was only adducing ar¬ 
guments to fWrlify tlie proposition before 
the House for further inquiry, * 

Mr, Jacob resumed and observed, that hq 
was not disposed to believe that there 
w ere atiy of the secret advisers of sir F. 
Burden’s conduct among^the members* 
of that House. The declaration indeed, 
of one hoq. and learned member (sirS. 
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Romilly) this night, w'hom the newspapers 
set down among the advisors of sir 
Burdett/justified this disbelief. But still 
he must say, if it appeared that there were 
among the members of that House any 
secret advisers of the hon. baronet, ho saw 
noihing inconsistent or inappropriate to 
the purposes of this inquiry, to cull upon 
such gcnticnieii lor an explanation oftlieit 
advice jiiui iiioLlvos. 

Mr. h'hubread begged to submit a few 
ob*)! j vations upon the in«.inuattun of the 
hon. gout, uliich was certainly by no 
means dark or dillicult to be understood, 
'i'lic hon. gent, conciuilcd, ho must say, 
not very liberaHy, that any [nivalt* advice 
given to sir F. Burdett, on his laic pr/I- 
ccedin^r*?, v\;(S c.'.A Now he happened to 
have liis own name m I down in tlic news- 
papera, not :is among i!i<’ advi.'-cis, but as 
among tlie visitors olSir l‘. Biinirtt; and 
he hoped ir wouitl ixM f)e deemed Ic.'^s 
boiKHirable m hi.n to avow, that he was 
one oi'the visitors of ibtj liini baronet, 
than it \Mi3 in bis learned Itinml near Juni 
( lir ,S. Hooiilly), lo correct, the t rroneous 
mention of in:} name. He had certainly 
never vi'-ited sir F. Burdett before, nor 
ever dined at bis house, but once some 
years ago. But on Saturday evening last 
he wa.s induced to visit tlic hon. baronet, 
in cohipany with another member of that 
House, who was better acijuaink’d with 
the h' n. barrinct,and lie did state cut h cen- 
dcrations to the non. baronet as In- tijouglit 
Would have fi.\daii inliucno" upon hi', mind, 
lie menlioiiPd iiypothetically what, he liim- 
self wuuld'hiive aonc under similar circum¬ 
stances, in order lo avert 'he conse¬ 
quence likely lo lblhK\' to the king’s sub¬ 
jects, ne discussed the line of conduct 
wii-ch lie himself would have thought it 
adviv.iI)lL to pur.nie, even acting upon tlie 
hon. baronet’s owii principles, and iie must 
suy, that he was rti eivtd with the utmost 
[iossibio aliuiiiion; that the hon. baronet 
very ])o!itcdy attended to every observation 
lie made. The advice v\JiiLh lie oilered 
to t’''.e bon. baronet was not secret, but in 
ilie* open day ; and he would appeal to the 
candour of the i louse, whether, if even 
secret, it was therefore to be deemed bad. 
He loit that be had done Ids duty in call¬ 
ing upon the hon. baronet, and cliering 
tlfcadvice he ‘did. in making that call 
he was acting in compliance with th^ 
earnest soUciUitiuns of a friend,^ and he 
certainly felt that far from.doiiig evil, he 
«was likely to promote w]iat' he conceived 
a very desirable good. 
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Mr. Jacob disclaimed any personal allu- 
ftlt.n. Ilia observiUion being confined to 
an’ if, rclitive to any nu*mbcrs*of that 
House being among the secret atlvisers of 
air E. Burdcit-^[A general cry on the op- 
poiite beiiciies of name ! name !] 

Mr.siiid, that wh.itevcr were 
the prof«.‘>s!oii3 of the hon. tliere 

could l)f iiUie doubt that il'v ni.inner and 
<lej)orlnK'i\f of ftiat hou. grjit. in the* course 
of hi:: ppccfii was most unfcrtuiule, if they 
were me mt to f-orond the <*oi*s’ruction 
which that gr ii?iO!n;m wished to h.!''p put 
upon his words, lie (Mr. PoiiMmhv) would 
rorihdeiuly appeal to the Uou-o, hikI ask^ 
if there was one iiioro within its walls, who 
WAiiltl lake upon him to di rhiro upon his 
lionourlhat he did not believe that the lion, 
gent, meant to affix a charge of giving se¬ 
cret and bad a<lvice to sir F. Burdett, upon 
some iiicmber of that House. And what 
could liavc been meant by such an impu* 
tation ? He did not hesitate to say, that 
it wo.s an imputation that coidd not be too 
speedily ritnicted. By what privilege 
did that guijleinan assume to himself the 
right ofihu'wiiig oni, at random i^round- 
less aspr-i.-nui-. ag.Miisl tlic motives of other 
members in what they believed in be the 
conscientious di.ichnrgc of their duly 
When tlie hen. gent, made the charge he 
did, he. was caih'd upon 10 name tljC ob¬ 
jects (d'his cl urge. He did not do so, and 
in nut doing so, the lion. gent, involved 
him‘‘'^df in the embarrassment, either of 
)uaki»*'^ charges wjiich hr could not, or 
would not,support. He would advise tiiat 
iion. jient. to be more caiiiious for the 
future, tiud not to deal out coi^jeclural 
invcctivf agamf.t mcti as iindescrvini of 
^uch altiicl' i as any that could make ihcm, 
Mr. Secri’tnry Rj/dcr stated, tliat the 
lea‘.l pail (d’lhc motives which then influ¬ 
enced h.ni to rise, was ih.iL of vindicating 
liis hI.:;e'.tv*o ministers fioin the attack 
that h' l! been made upon them. His 
prirn'^jia! ohject wA-s, ra'her to syndicate 
the piiviicges (tf lhat House, which had 
been so grossly trampled upon. Thu 
.Scrjrmitat Anns had been ilrsciibcd*as 
tlie ugentHif ministers. How did tlint ap¬ 
pear ? Not surely in the ohodicnce of that 
officer to the siiggc^tions oPthe miiiisiers. 
IIeT[Mr. Byder) admitted, that Ins situa- 
alion, for tin; last four days at least, was 
a most reepoiisiblc situation : responsihlc 
as that silUiiiion was, and humbly calcu¬ 
lated as*ho uas to fulfil its dulit?', still he 
would coilli mf forit that tltere was no de-, 
ficicncy on the*part of tlic. minister::. 


Much had been said of what the govern¬ 
ment had omittted to do ; but he would 
contend for it, that had the government 
not done what it had done, the mis¬ 
chief might have becnincalculably greater. 
But ministers had been asked why they 
did not do on Friday what had been at- 
length done on the Monday fdlowing ? 
!u answer to that question lie would say, 
that it was not the part of the executive 
government to lake from the House of 
Commons the right of enforcing its own 
orde^. As far as the executive? power was 
roncorned in assisting in carrying into ef- 
I'ecta legal warrant, so far the aid of the 
cxecnlivc^ power was not wanting. The 
civil and military power had been called 
forth, and where, he would a&k, was the 
object in visiting upon ministers undefined 
and ill supported uccusaiions of not main¬ 
taining the puldic peanc r What effect had 
Eucli charges r Had not some of the 
speeches they had heard a tendency to 
excitegpoiicL'.c irritation, and give rise to 
dissalisfaulion. 

Mr. 7^c; ■ c.y in^c to Older, and complain¬ 
ed of ciiargi:s having been made against 
the niodvcs of certain members who had 
spoken, by compk-ining of the tendency 
I of their rpecches, which he [>rciumed to 
be disonlerly., 

I . The .S^Offl/Traaid, that he conceived it to 
be within the proscribed limits of debate 
for any lifin. member to speak (o the ten¬ 
dency (in ills judgment) of any*speech he 
had luard, and in that sense he concluded 
the hoiiourahlomember lobe in order. 

Mr. Secretary Ryder tlieii proceeded to 
restate his assertion, and coiichuled by 
expressing his wash that all the proceed¬ 
ings oi' government on this maireiitous 
business were in detail before the House. 

Sir John Anstvmlicr stated tinu a right' 
hon. friend of his had been charged with 
great warmth upon this subject. He con- 
fes.scd that it was notone upon which he 
could spuak very coolly, when he recol¬ 
lected that, owing to a remissiiess in some 
quarter or au'tther, the lives of his wife 
and clilldicu had been for a long time en¬ 
dangered. He asked if there was a man 
who (iMibted lhat this business had been 
brought upon ilic House by ministers, and 
if ilw li fdht'ial influence had not been the 
meuns of piocnring the decision that had 
Lceii uhim.iiciy determined on. (Order!) 
He Wets not out of order ; he spoke of their 
vnllueiKc in that House as men of talents 
*an<l responsibility. He then adverted to 
j the cviueitce of the Serjeanf/ and appealed 
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io the House, if it did appear from that .was then withdrawn.^Mr. Whitbread 
evidence that ministers had not taken any moved that the papers and evidence be- 
steps whatever to provide against conse- fore the House be printed.—The Solicitor 
quences, which might have been so easily General for Scotland wished that a letter 
foreseen. The opinion of the Attorney- from the Serjeant to sir F. Burdett, and hie 
general was not taken until late on Satur- answer thereto, not at present before the 
day ; why was not that opinion taken on House, should be presented, and printed 
Friday morning, and forthwith acted upon, along with the evidence now adduced.-* 
Jf it had been taken and acted upon, what Ordered. 


might it not have saved—the confusion of 
two days, the lives of some of the Kin^^s 
subjects ; he censured the sort of advice 
given to the Serjeant by the minisfers, it 
amounted to this—" Go and execute your 
warrant, you shall have all possible aid 
both civil and mititary—biitthen we can’t 
say how far you may lawfully go—never 
mind, however, do your duty, and 'tis no 
matter whether in the event you are hang¬ 
ed or not for the attcm[it.” 

Mr. R. Dtoidas expresed his sincere re¬ 
gret for the violence done to sir John An- 
struther's house, but contended for it, .that 
if the executive had gone faci h^r, they 
would have becnasloudly censured as they 
now were for what they had omitted to 
do. He denied that ministers had any 
reason to anticipate, and to provide against 
the unexpected and unprecedented re¬ 
sistance on the part of sir F. Burdett. 

Mr. C* fV, Wynn contended that mi¬ 
nisters w'cre bound to provide against all 
consequences resulting from a measure 
which they had taken such pains to pre¬ 
vail upoif the House to adopt. 

Thevindicated the con¬ 
duct of ministers against the charge of re¬ 
missness* The Serjeant at arms, to whom, 
however, he wished to impute nothing 
which the facts of the case did not substan¬ 
tiate, had twice through himself, and once 
by means of his deputy, the opportunity 
of taking sir Francis into custody, if he 
had availed himself of those advantages. 
In either case, any resistance afterw ards 
made by sir Francis or his adherents, must 
have been construed into a rescue, which 
would have fully warranted the breaking 
into his house. 

Mr. G. W, Wynn argued that ministers 
should have been aware of the validity of 
the warrant, and of the mode of executing 
it, before they proposed that such a mea¬ 
sure should be adopted by the hou9j. 

Mr. Sharp, from the observations which 
he himself had been enabled to make, was 
of opinion that all the consequences result¬ 
ing from the measure iiHiich had been 
ad^ted, were imputable to ministers. * , 

The motiobfor calling in the tuessengcr 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, April 10. 

[Proceedings respecting Sir F. Buk- 
dbtt’s Letter to the Speaker.] On 
the Order of the day for resuming the ad¬ 
journed debate upon the motion made 
yesterday, That the Letter received by 
Mr. Speaker from Sir Francis Burdett do 
lie upon the table, being read ; 

Mr. Cunuen rose and 'ibserved, that* if 
he had thought the hou. bart. had intend¬ 
ed altogether to have denied the autho¬ 
rity of that House to imprison, he would 
not have voted on a former occasion as, 
he had done. The language of the Letter, 
before complained of in that House, he 
had imagined, might have proceeded 
from a warmth of feeling without any dis¬ 
respect being intended ; but after what 
had passed since, he could hardly doubt 
whan, the principles of the hon. bart. were. 
No man felt more strongly tiian he bad 
dune, the propriety of a moderate reform 
of that House, in order to secure that con¬ 
fidence from the people upon which its 
strength and its utility so materially de¬ 
pended. . But he could not agree that this 
would be best effected by the endeavour 
to bring the whole House of Commons 
into contempt. Whatever might be his 
opiniem of ministers, however much he 
might think they had erred in the course 
of the events that had taken place within 
these four days, he must, in justice to 
them, say, that the circumstances were 
unlooked for, and that here, at least, they 
had sonic excuse for their conduct. He 
w s now compelled to think, that the Let¬ 
ter which had been the subject of the late 
discusMims in that House, wau part of a 
system deteimined on by the hon. bart.) 
and if the House had not taken notice of 
it in the manner it had done by coramit* 
Uug him, that it would have been dragged 
into something else, and have had to me*!t 
other and further attacks. Under such 
cii'cuinstances, it was the duty of the 
country to endeavour to str^n^^hen his 
Majesty's.gorernment, and such, he trust- 
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«d, woOld be the of the Ilbuse. 

With regartl to tiie iminediale question, if 
the bon. bart. had not intended any thing 
wrong in the late proceedings, the course 
of his conduct proved how little depen¬ 
dence was to be placed upon his judg¬ 
ment; but he hoped the House would be 
unanimous in consigning the present let¬ 
ter to the oblivion which it deserved. If 
any proceeditj^ should be had upon it, 
the consequence would be the expulsion 
of the hon. hart, by which a licence for 
tumult w'ould given during the fourteen 
flays of a new election, the military must 
be withdrawn, and theconsequcnces might 
prove still more serious. He thought this 
letter a trap for the House. He oven de¬ 
precated for the present any violent dis¬ 
cussion on the conduct of ministers. 
Whatever might be his opinion of the ad¬ 
ministration, he mu>t support the govern¬ 
ment. The times were altered, and till 
these changed again, he would not moot 
any thing that had a tendency to diminish 
the authority of government in general. 
When the eflecta of ferment were gone 
by, he should then think himself at liber¬ 
ty to blame any part of the conduct of 
the ariministration in this business that ap¬ 
peared to him to deserve censure—though 
he must, for the present, upon the para¬ 
mount ground support it. Thinking 
therefore, that the course most becomittg 
the dignity of the House would be to take 
no further notice of this letter, he moved, 
that the further consideration of it be ad¬ 
journed to this day six months. 

Mr. Davies Oiddi/ having vgted against 
the motion for the cnniniitmcnt of air F. 
Burdett to the 'iVver,^ thought himself 
called upon in this instance to say a few 
words. He voted on the former occasion, 
not as questioning the offence, but as 
thinking it better not to have recourse to 
this severity in the first instance, being 
satisfied, that, if the ollence was the result 
of bed intention, ♦a future ocensym would 
most probably be given for the exercise 
of the uhiiimte'power of the House. Con¬ 
scious of rectitude of intention in bisotvn 
mind, ha was slow in ascribing improper 
motives to others. But ho was sorry that 
be could not now give sir F. Burdett cre¬ 
dit even for rectitude of intention. As to 
the letter under consideration, tie did /lot 
• well know what epithet to apply to* it— 

' that scurrilous letter, if he might be al¬ 
lowed* to apply one epithet to it, he^ 
thought* tt Would be most becon\lng the* 
dignity of the House to pass over without 
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notice. He therefore seconded the mo¬ 
tion, or ratiter the amendment of the last 
sjieakcr. 

Mr. Adoitt, on this occasion, said the 
motion re.*tpecting the letter was not tbo 
cause of his rising; but the consideration 
which induced him to present himself so 
early to the notice of the Hou.‘>e was, that 
he might state in the most unqualified 
manner, that he could not agree with his 
hon. friend behind him (Mr. Curwen) that 
the events which had lately occurred were 
sucb ns could not have been foreseen, or 
that the ministers were not* highly cul¬ 
pable for the part which they had acted. 
By their, negligence a%tate of things had 
been produced which greatly alarmed thit 
metropolis; which must reflect great 
blame upon those, who by vigilance and 
wisdom might have prevented it. The 
question had«been in.the contemplation of 
ministers a full fortnight. They bad every 
opportunity of knowing the law and the 
precedents on the subject. The adjourn¬ 
ment *wluch had taken place had given 
them full opportunity for deliberation, be¬ 
fore they came to the con‘iideration of 
what ought to be done in consequence of 
the decision, to which they themselves, as 
members of parliament of iveigbt and in¬ 
fluence, had so mainly contributed. Ho 
jasked, who were the guardians of the 
public peace } Was not the secretary of* 
state to be considered in that light ? Was 
he not bound to know the situation of 
things; the transactions that were pass¬ 
ing ; the state of public feeling; the trans- * 
actioiis of public men—and to be pre¬ 
pared accordingly ? As members of par¬ 
liament, too, the ministers were bound to 
.look after the privileges of the House. 
Not only as the servants of the King, but 
as magistrates, &c, they were bound to 
take care that means should be provided, 
they were bound to enforce tho warrant, 
to call the civil power to its assistance, ami 
as members of parliament, to know how 
it was to be enforced before they voted it. 
In the earliest stage of the bu^Mie-s-j, it was 
their dnt)* to have taken steps to increase 
ihcicivii power ; to add to thepowe comi- 
tattis, so as to have secured against resist¬ 
ance or rescue—cilherof which it was na- 
ttm^l to apprehend. On that apprehen¬ 
sion, in wisdom they should have acted, 
ami secured the object of the warrant, by 
the mere effort of the civil pow'cr alone. 
—Mr. A<lat\i, next stated the delay which 
they had occasioned by their'negligence, 
and want of foresight—that delay which 
UQ s' 
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had made the difficiiUy of executing the 
warrant greater, and which caused the ne¬ 
cessity of employing. for that purpose, a 
force of a dilleicnt description frcin ihat 
^lfhich. would otherwise have heen suffi¬ 
cient, Those who bad to advise the Ser¬ 
jeant on the subject, it appeared, did not 
know the effect oftlie warrant! JIow then 
was it possible to exculpate tlicin when 
they had not before considered what, was 
the law upon this point, iwitwithstanding 
the «ample opportunities afforded them r 
Were they jiot bound to suppose, dnder 
all the circumstances, that it was possible 
the person to be apprehended might he 
found only in his house, from v.hich ho 
could not be taken without an act of force? 
an act which did at last become noccs.surVt 
and which, though not greater th.ui the 
occasion iKen required, was greater llian 
tvould have been required, if proper steps 
had been previously taken.—Persons com¬ 
bining all tlie characters to which he bad 
adverted ought surely to have Ifno^vn the 
eifect of the warrant. But their ignorance 
of that effect had, besides other unfortu¬ 
nate consequences, occasioned a doubt ol 
the validity of the warrant. These doubts 
could not but have generally existed, 
when it was observed that persons high in 
the law, and in other departinonts, did not 
know how it was to be executed. As to 
the effect of the warrant, he himself had 
no doubt whatever. It wasnot an after¬ 
thought. /rhis was a warrant in execu¬ 
tion, not in mean process {a term inap¬ 
plicable to a parliamentary warrant), is¬ 
sued for an offence which that House de¬ 
clared to have been romniillcd. Thej' were 
not to go to courts of law fur tficir infor¬ 
mation. They stood on the law of par¬ 
liament, which was part of the law of the 
■ land, and founded on reason. They were 
entitled to every assistance that might be 
requisite—to that of sheriffs, magistrates, 
police officers, not only in Middlesex, but 
fin Surrey, nay to the whole posae ayihitatus 
pf the whole kingdom, to enforce obe¬ 
dience to a V. arrant ol apprehension, for 
ftn act which the House of CcnumoiM had 
pronounced to be a crime. He bh.med 
those whose official duly bound them to 
protect the public ppace, fur not being 
sufficiently inforiniSd upon the stcp^wJiich 
might become necessary in consequence 
of a decision which they them.selves, a!< 
members of parliament, intended to in¬ 
duce the House to adopt. ^.Jiistcad ofany^ 
such vigilance, ihe House had on its nu-< 
nut^s,. an 'account, frqm which it appeared. 
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that down to twenly-fou^ hours before the 
warrant was executed, iliey did not know 
whother'they w'ere entitled to break op^n 
the door! He asked, then, what confidence 
was to be placed in their industry, their 
judgment, their knowledge, or their de¬ 
termination } It was for the purpose of 
making these observations on the conduct 
of ministers in this transaction, that he 
rose. He had no pcrsohal animosity 
against any of the gentlemen on thc*other 
side, and he trusted there^was no part of 
his conduct which indicated any such 
feeling. With several of them he had 
lived for a long time on terms of friend¬ 
ship. But in the discharge of a publid 
duty, tiiese things were to be forgotten. 
He was bound to declare that he had no 
doubt of the effect of ’he w’arrant, andl 
that the delay in the execution was ini- 
puiable to the ignorance of the indivi¬ 
duals, and not to the defect of the power. 
He was bound to .say, that the privileges 
of the House were as undisputed as if the 
warrant bad been executed in the manner 
prescribed by a just view of these privi¬ 
leges, and tru.stcd the ignorance of those 
who had taken upon themselves to pro¬ 
mote a jiulgmeut of imprisonment would 
only affect themscUes, and not the rights 
of the House, wliich had existed, for the 
purpc.se of enabling the House to main¬ 
tain its station in the constitution, and to 
protect the liberty of the subject, of whicl^ 
that House was the guardian. 

Sir John Anstruther next rose to state, 
what he conceived to be the duty of th^ 
members ,of that House, merely as such^ 
without looking cither to the one side or 
to the other. He never had any doubt 
as to the privilege of the House, and 
tht mode in which the warrant ougHt to 
have been executed ; and he could not 
but blame the ministers, who had not 
before-hand made up their minds on that 
subject. But wa.s he to give up the go* 
vcrnmepl of the couniry altogether be¬ 
cause it'^happened to be in the hands of 
iiic pabie or bad ministers ? Those who 
had marked his conduct through life could 
not, he thought, imagine that he would, 
for a moment, entertain the idea of be- 
f traying the 'government in a period of 
f such difficulty, whatever might be* his 
I opipioii of those by whom it was con- 
; ducted. Whether the administrators 
were lit for their duties or not, they still ' 
fonnod the government, and fnust be 
^.supported. Whatever therefore might be 
*hLs opinion of the miniiltcrs# he could not 
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*)iesiitate about the part he ought to take 
>vhen the questidn came to he, whether 
tl;be country was to have a gorer«inent or 
not. Whenever matters came to that 
pass, it was the highest privilege of a 
member of parliament to support the go¬ 
vernment, The constitution was not to 
be sacrificed for the sake of getting the 
ministers into a difficulty with a view 
to turn them out of Even if they 

had an hereditary title to theirseats in the 
cabinet, he would support them in such a 
crisis, rather ttfan snfier the constitution 
to be subverted. He had never di^gu’sed 
his opinion, that his Majesty had been 
advised to place the government in the 
hands of men niifit to conduct il in times 
ofdilficulty and danger. For ihe minis¬ 
ters, individually, he Irad a great respect. 
They had computcni talents to a certain 
extent; but, as a body, they were not tin*, 
men who ought to ha\ethe administration 
of the government in those time.s. But 
though they w'cre not the best fpiulihod 
for the discharge of ihese duties, he could 
’ not agree to give up thf? constitution 
either to th^crow'n or to a mob. As to 
the IcHter, under the circumstances in 
whicJi it had been written, and consider¬ 
ing the motives which dictated il, he 
thought the best way of dealing with it 
would be to pass it over in silcnt^con- 
tempt. 

The Chancellor of the Erehetjuer then 
rose. After the severe observations which 
had been made on the conduct of the mi* 
nisters, he trusted itie House would think 
that he was culled upon and bound to ad¬ 
vert to this most unjust attack whicli had 
been made upon Ihcip—an attack not only 
unjust but must impoliti'c, even in the i 
view which even the gentlemen them¬ 
selves entertained of the proceedings 
which had taken place W'ithia the last 
four days. That they should so far shut 
their eyes to what had passed as to ascribe 
the upfbrtunate efiocts which had resulted 
from the delay in the execution of the 
warrant, to the conduct of ministers, was 
he maintained as impolitic, upon tln^ir 
own vievvi^ as it was unjust to the real me¬ 
rits of the case. They laid to the charge 
of ministers the hesitation which had been 
evinced in acting hpoii a warrant, the 
execution of wh^ich depended not on 
them, but rested upon the discretion*of 
.fhe proper officer, whose duty it was to 
have executed it at his peril! What 
would have been the opinion of these 
jgeutlemen, at a time when one of the ' 


sheriffs was proclaiming that the interfer¬ 
ence of the military was unconstitutional, 
the' ministers had taken the warrant out 
of (lie hands of the proper ofticer, who 
hesitated, and executed it themselves ? if 
they had done this, and blood had been 
shed and murder had ensued, before there 
was any proof that the proper officers bad 
been unable to execute the warrant, and 
consequently before there was any evi- 
denct of tiie necessity of their interfer¬ 
ence—what then would have been the 
opinion of the gentlemen on t{»e other side 
—what would have been the just judg- 
mentofthat House upon such conduct 
But, whoever they mtght say about the 
imbecility of ministers in the execu¬ 
tion of a plain duty, he was conscious that 
the impuiution was not justly cast upon 
him. lie w'us sensible that no man was 
fit for the office he hi)d tlie honour to fill, 
or any public situation who, seeing the 
lijie of his duly clear could be (Iclerrcd 
from its txeemion by any peisotial consi¬ 
deration. ' lie had at first taken Ihe line 
wha'i. he thought his duty prescribed. He 
had seen that that had already happened, 
which the gentlemen opposite only saw 
approaching. He had seen in the termer 
ietier every thing which appeared in that 
now under consideration—he had seen 
that the object of the writer was to revile 
the House of Commons, and to bring it, 
if possible, into universal contempt. Fie 
did not blame the lion. gent. (pMr. Cur- 
wen) who had^ thought his proceeding on 
the former occasion, in the construction 
he put upon the hon. bart.'s letter, un- 
caiidid. He trusted, however, he would 
now' confess, that the event had proved 
that his former judgment was not uncan- 
(lid—and he had at last the satisfaction to 
find that he and the hon. gent, agreed on . 
this point, at least, in principle. He 
trusted, that it would always be the unal¬ 
tered principle of the government of this 
country to leave the law to its course, 
taking care, how'ever, that the public se¬ 
curity should not be endangered (hear! 
hear.) Ccntlemen cheered at the expres¬ 
sions/* public security.” Did any one 
say, considering the degree of liberty en¬ 
joyed by the subjects iii this country, that 
by any preparations that could have been 
made, disturbances of this kind could at 
all times be entirely prevented ? It waa 
utterly impossible that individual ^sasai- 
nation and tu^iults of this descr^tlon- 
^ould be altogether prevented. The ut- 
molt that could be done was to bepre-. 
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pared to suppress them before they ar¬ 
rived at an extent dangerous to the pub¬ 
lic security. He mainlained therefore 
that there had been no culpable negli¬ 
gence on the part of ministers, but that 
they had on tiie contrary been perfectly 
ready to suppress distinbances as soon as 
the circumstances called their power into 
action. 

For his own part he had never, from 
these tumults, entertained any apprehen¬ 
sion about the safety of the government. | 
Tile government was now as safe afid as 
firm as it had ever been. Tho ministers | 
had alway.s been ^rcady to sufiprcss the , 
first appearance of violence. He; trusted, 
therefore, that the House would pause be¬ 
fore it pronounced that the mini..': ‘s had 
been to blame, for not interfering wiih the 
duties of the oper olliccr—one not re- 
nioveable at their ^)lea.^^r<5, before the 
circumstances called upon them to do so. 
If the (|UCaiion had beiii put to him, when 
this inatU r wu'i before ULivl(‘rdtsGusiih)n, he 
would h.iv-^ r:t once his opinion, 

that the icijcoal would Invc oeen jtJ^li^u*d 
in brc.ikii'g open tiu dj,j r. I'ul v. li» ii 
the per^ni whose lUnv it was to ej.ef.utc 
the wan ant, lusiuued and doubt. <1, v\he- 
ther he might l»e actin^^ iik gaily, in a 
CoT.e where the mo.rt serious ct.iiNcqucmos 
might ha\e taken placi*, was it luibuoilii'y 
in him to tell what his own conduct won!*! 
ha»e been under sinniar circum‘.uinros, 
witliout pfe»uni;i)g to control.!, or c\en to 
advise the otliccr in the dwcharge of his 
clutv in Futh a critical case ? The gentle- 
men on tlie other sale, he contended, luul 
taken aujOftt unjust view of the,conduct of 
ministers. If tliai conduct iia ! hoen dif¬ 
ferent, their jndgiiient would have been 
divec'ly the reverse. Tliey ought to con- 
‘ sidtM’ that they were giving their opinions 
under dillerent ciicnni!>;auces from those 
on which tl;e ministers iiud to decide. 
They now gave their judgment as if it had 
been on a point nf science, free from all 
rcs])onsibility. Their argument was, that 
the ministers had abstained from using a 
force beyond the law^—for if they hud 
ccmrouled ;m independent officer tn the 
€xc' utioii of ins Jury, it would have been 
an illfgal act. W^hat would (hey have 
said il iiimistors had, before the necRiSsity 
was proved, taken this upon themselves ? 

»—Having salted ilnis much, in answer Vo 
the ofc«ervaiions that had been made upon 
the cunduct oi minister^/ he would no^v 
come to the letter. lie agreed with tile, 
gentlemen on* tlie other side, that any ul- 
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terior severity was unnecessary, and would 
be inexpedient. But he thought a middle 
course wbuld be bettor suited to the dig¬ 
nity of the House. When such a letter 
as this was received, he thought the passing 
it over without notice, upon the ground of 
contempt, was and would appear very 
equivocal. Although the House would 
not suiler ilseif to be entrapped, yet it 
would take care not to shrinU from its duty. 
Under all the circumstances however ne 
did not think it necessary to propose any 
further punUhraent. The punishment he 
had before proposed was for a defiance of 
the authority of that House, and the pre¬ 
sent letter was but a continuation of the 
same defiance and a proof of the same of¬ 
fence. It w'as, huiTcver, no doubt a great 
aggravation to repeat it What he would 
therefore submit w'as, that a resolution 
.shotili) be adopted to the following effect 
—“ That the letter which sir Francis Bur- 
deit had w'rillcri to the Speaker, w^asa high 
aggravation of his ollence ; but it appear¬ 
ing, from the report of the serjeant, that 
ihe warraiu for his conmiitment to the 
Tower li.id hem executed, this House did 
riot ihlnk it iiecc.-isdiy to* proceed any fur- 
shcr on the s.iid Icii.. r.” The considera¬ 
tion i.f that U,i(er might be important at a 
future opportunity ; for instance, if an ap- 
plii i#:ioii should l)C made for the discharge 
of die wriier. As they wtue agvcid as to 
the piinciple, he \vould, however, readily 
come into the ideas of the gentlemcii op- 
po>ite, if they conld^ convince him that 
tindr mode of proceeding wa.s the best, 
but lie tlmught the com^c he proposed to 
follow, tho l)cst—most consistent with the 
dignity of tho Housef. and at tlie same tune 
be.si calculated tuavold those con&equenees, 
w'iiich the hon. gentlemen opposite', ap¬ 
prehended from any ttiriher proceeding, 
Mr. fVhitbread couhl not upon principle 
a.ssent to the right hon. gent.^s motion, 
who now, he ob^erv^(I, professed to bu in- 
fluciiciyJ by conakh'iati’.'ns of expc cVicncy. 
He wa^ glad to fnal that the rigiit hon. 
gc'nt, w'r'S at length wdlling to attend to 
the dictates of expediency; that he and 
his friends w^ere disposed to consider con¬ 
sequences ; that they wore come to their 
senses, and rtiat they were now of opinion 
that the sooner the matter could be Uid at 
#*est the better. Though he approved the 
motiori of the hon. gent, for an adjuurt*- 
ment of the debate to tins day six months, 
he could by no means a^ree wifh him in 
what be had said relative tt> rallying round 
his Majesty's governmbnt in consequence 
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of the unfortunate events which had so 
lately taken placS. The sudden change 
ini the hon, gent/s opinion wa| rather 
matter of surprise to him; but he was 
much more surprised at that, w hich had 
taken place in those of the right lion, 
gent, opposite to him. From the w’armth 
with which the right hon. gent, who had 
just sat down, and his colleague who sat 
by him, h^d expressed tiiemselves on tlie 
former occasion, the House might very 
naturally have been led to suppose that 
they had done i^eir duly ; but he thought 
quite otherwise, and with the leave ol'the 
House he would endeavour to shew that 
they had most grossly tailed in doing ilieir 
dyty. The right hon. gent, had just told 
the House, that he foresaw all that conduct 
of sir F. Eurdelt which had since taken 
plact, fiom the very first iniroduetiou of 
this bu'iinevs before the House; and yet 
when the Speaker's wan ant came to be 
issucti, he was not, nor were any of iiis col- 
h agut'S, prepared with the proper means 
of carrying it into execution.—Keaily, he 
* tiiought, tha' 'rom the beginning tlte rigiit 
hon. gent, ftught to have seen reason to 
apprehend that the exerution of the w'ar- 
jant w’ou‘(i have been resisted. .>ir F. 
IJurdcti's declared ojtinion of the character 
of the warrant was cah.nlatod lo excite 
(hut appreheiisionj and yet it apiyared 
tliut ihc right hon. gent, wa.s quite utqirc- 
pured for the event. I his formed a seri¬ 
ous ground of complaint against him ; but 
thi^re was another and a ^lill hliongcr 
gruuiid'ol complaifit.—L would be recol¬ 
lected, that wlicn the hon. baronet actually 
rcsisied the warrant, the case was referred 
to the considerationpr tiic right hon. gent., 
and his answer wa.s, thM he knew not 
what advice to give, at. there was no pre¬ 
cedent w'hatftver in which this w^iiriant 
had been resisted. Now, he put it to the 
right hon. gent, personally, pntfessionally 
and oflicially, whether U[ion abandoning 
the Igw to pursue politics, it did nut be¬ 
come his duly to study parh^nentary 
history with somewhat more atteng'on. 
In point of fact, there was a pre<’edetu ot 
the SpeakiPr's warrant having been resisted 
lohg before that issued against sir F. Bur- 
dett, whose manner of acting he was by 
no means disposed to justify, and that re¬ 
sistance was accompanied, by contempt. 
,But in this precedent how Itad the House 
proceeded ? why, they voted that the 
party so resisting was sick. Such was the 
inode by wMch the House averted any 
conflict upon tliat occasion. But yet, us 


to the privileges of the House, be was as 
ready as any to maintain them, and that 
the warrant of the Speaker was complete 
—and of all others ought to be omnipotent 
—that if good for any thing it was good 
for every thing, and that it aiuhorized the 
breaking open of doors if necessary in 
order to enforce its execution. If it were 
not invesied with that authority, what, he 
would' ask, was to become of the most im-r 
portaut functions of that House ? How 
were witnesses to be brought to the bar, 
as in* the recent investigation respecting 
the duke of York—how was the House to 
come at various points of Information ma« 
terial to the performance of its first duties 
—in a word, if the Speaker's warrant were 
not omnipotent, what was to become of 
the inquisitorial character of that House ? 
It was impossible that ihe people could be 
so insensible lo their own best interests^ 
could be so besotted as to entertain a wish 
of wrenching from the House a power so 
essential to all the good purposes ot its in- 
stirutidh. * Let it be recollected, that al¬ 
though the House of Commons had erred 
from Its duty in many instances, it ought 
not to be deprived of those privileges 
which wcie indisponsiblo to its utility and 
power, whenever it should become in its 
constiiiiiioiiaiid conduct more conformable 
to the opinioif and the interest of the peo« 
pie. That it must become so conformable 
he could entertain little doubt. Indeed, 
he would venture to say, tliat ijie cause of 
reform was making rapid progress—that 
within t)tc last month many, very many 
converts had been made to. that cause. 
Let it tlien be asked, in what state the 
House would be placed in the event of a 
yeforiii, if stripped of tht* pow'cr under dfs- 
cus.sion—if the Speaker's warrant were not 
omnipotent? The crown was known to, 
have a considerable influence in that 
House and elsewhere ; and what must the 
people expect to be the inclinatiuii of that 
influence in the event of reform. Must 
they not calculate iipuii its hostility, and 
w'hat pow'cr could a reformed House of 
Commons have of counteracting that hos¬ 
tility if its warrant were not eflective ? 
Upon this ground therefore most particu¬ 
larly, he thought^ the Speakers war- 
rnq^ ought to be omnipotent.—But al¬ 
though he maintained the power of 
•this warrant, it did not follow that he 
would vindicate an improper applicatimi 
of that powei^ as in the instance of sir 
^Francis Bardeit. At the same time, as it 
was deemed pr(^)er to issue the warrant 
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against that hon. baronet, why should it discreet advice of these gentlemen had* 
be conceived necessary, so long after its been taken who voted Cor the reprimand 
issue, to consult the attorney general as on a for/ner evening, there could not ngw 
to the inode of its execution ? One .should exist a doubt.—But while he deplored the 
suppose that an opinion upon this subject indiscretion and imbecility of ministers, 
should have been previously obtained, and and complained of their manner of provid* 
that the city of Westminster should not ing for the execution of the Speaker’s war- 
so long have been sulleivd to remain in a rant, he begged it to be understood, that 
State of tumult. The right Imn. the Chan- he meant not to make any apology for 
oellor of the Exchequer, and his right the conduct of sir E. Burdett. On the 
hon. friend tiie secretary of state, took contrary, he thought that the honourable 
credit, it appeared, for the assistance they baronet, even upon his own principles, 
otlered and the exertions they made,upon ought not to have persistc^l in his resist- 
this occasioA. But what said the serJeant ancc. After five days opposition he did 
at arms ? Did he not state at the bar, that yield to force, and he might as well have 
he could not get a sight of the secretary so yielded, for his own view of trying the 
of stater and also, that until* Monday . question within the first five minutes after 
morning he could not obtain adequate as- Uie warrant presented to him. He 
fiistance ? (No, no, on the ministerial was, therefore, no apologist for the con- 
benches). lie was in the recollection of duct of sir ¥• Burdett in ii's protracted re- 
the House, and the minutes, when printed, sistance. A nohle lord had interpreted 
would serve to shew how tar lie was cor- the hon. biiroiieiV letter to mean a reso- 
rect. The right hon. (the Chancellor of lution to resist tiie execution of the war- 
the Exchequer) aUcinptL*d to t■xcu^c him- rant. Then it was matter of just and seri- 
self by stating that he had u6 right to ous complaint that arrungcmenls wore not 
interpose with the oxtciuixai of tlio pronjjit'v taken to enforce its exocntioa. * 
Speaker’s warrant, unh-^s spociallv afi- lu fait, was not tlio v/.'iirant exc- 

plicd to for aid and wiiL-re the cirvifn- eiitul, a-it miolit have been, by two or 
stances of the case cai’ed for suen mier- [three ^onsiahies uitihn an hour or two 
position. But what did tiie rigiit hon. i aitcr it was Munni (liear! hear! on the 
gent, do when &o applied to.^ uhy, tut ! i!ilni-teiit!i benchci,) r (icnthnien on the 
serjeant at arms was ri'ferrfcd to the Bow- t (»ppoMtc side meant no doulit, as indeed 
street oJIiccr.s, He begued the House to j the\ Lad obviously enough endeavoured, 
remember the deposition of (hi.s ofliccr, to throw tlie blame upon the serjoant at 
enfeebled as he was bv so n. nv slernless arms, but in that ttiev could not .succeed, 
nights, and to con.sider the circuai.st.'inces ’J’lio House could never conceive blame 
of an individual so situated withoM any fairly imputable to an unlearned man, 
decisive adyicc, or aderpiatc aid to in- v.'ith a mere military education, for doubt 
force the wurraiii with the execution of and ignorance upon a subject with regard 
M'hicli lie was entrusted. 'J'he right hon. to which the learned lawyer, the first lord 
gent, claimed credit for not calling in the of the treiisuiy; professed his inability to 
military prematurely. But why not call decide. Could the House lie in the least 
. in the civil power? That, in fact, did not degree inrprUocl at the .serjeant's hesitat- 
at all make its appearance until Monday, ing to ci^cciite a warrant that he knew 
in conjunction with the military. He was would be resisted j in the doing which, if 
happy to hear it admitted by the right a death ensued, he rendered himself liable 
hon. gent., that the tumult which gave lo an indictment for ipurder? when the 
rise to this di.scussion was not the result of learned * late attorney general now first 
any deep laid plan, that there w'a.s nothing lord of the treasury, and the other learned 
more than an ordinary mob which could geptleuian near him, who had quilted the 
Be quieted by the ordinary means.—{(No, law for political pursuits, as w^ll as the 
no, on the ministerial benches.) The hon. learned secretary of slate, were all so un¬ 
member deprecated these unparliamentary prepared as to the law of the subject, that 
interruptions, and repeated his conception the learned late attorney general, oa the 
of the right hon. gentleman’s admission, Saturday evening, advised the serjeant to 
that there was no apprehension of any tak^ the opinion of the present attorney 
extended plot or conspiracy in the recent general, which was not given till Sunday' 
disturbance. Such, iiidee|i^ was the ge- night; and yet they expected the ser- 
neral'conviction, and that those disturb^ jeant to know more law th^ all of them 
would iviver have occurred, if the *put together. They might, however throw 
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Bill the blame on t]ie serjeant; miglit say 
lie shouhl have been prepared prcce- 
ejents; ihnt he should be a judge both oi 
Jaw and gospel; yet, he thought, that ex¬ 
cept thethselves, no one, eithr^r in that 
House or out of it, would be < f the same 
opinion. If any of his friends were to 
resort to such un expedient to palliate the 
neglect of odicial duty, if they could at¬ 
tempt to cover themselves in such a man¬ 
ner by casting blame upon such an of¬ 
ficer, he would i:gally be ashamed of them. 
}^\it ministers upon this question seemed 
to call forth the compassion of the House. 
What claim, however, had they to that 
consideration? — Westminbter was sud¬ 
denly thrown into a state of alarming, 
commotion, and leaving that commoiion 
to extend they took time to consult law¬ 
yers. It would bo rememhered, that when 
in 1780 it was proposed to lake the opi¬ 
nion of the judges, as to tlie mode of re¬ 
pressing the riots, a great man exclaimed 

" What, w'ait for the opinion of the 
,judges, when all London may be in flames 
in a few houfs ? No;” said he, 'Met us 
act immediately, and take the responsi¬ 
bility upon ourselves.” But ministers 
were not in this instance so courageous. 
No; the right hon. gentleman pusillani- 
mously shrunk from the occasion, and now 
endeavoured to .shelter himself by'the 
censure of a subordinate officer. 

It had been stated that some difFerenco 
of opinion prevailed between the sherilli 
and the magistrates pn Sunday, and that 
this diilcrcnco occasioned a delay in the 
execution of the warrant. No proof, how¬ 
ever, of such a diflerence appeared. But 
in fact the execution hf (ho warrant ought 
to have taken place before the period at 
whitm that difFcrcuce was said to arise. 
Now, with regaid to the efFect which the 
cause of this discussion appeared to have 
upon the mind of an hon. friend behind 
him (Mr. Curwen), he was certainly sur- 
prised*at it. Ilis hon. friend said that ho 
would stand by tf^e government—that mi¬ 
nisters ought to be supported in such ’ a 
crisis. But he would seriously ask his 
hon. friemW whether he could call upon 
any gentleman connected with him to 
rally round a rusli—yu rely upon weak¬ 
ness f Was it possible, after the proofs of 
imbecility and vacillation which theaer* 
ministers had so recently afforded, that 
* his hon. friend could considerately press 
such a proposition ? if he meant to rally 
round the law ahd the constitution—round 
the Speaker’s warrant, jvhen . properly 


issued-^-he (Mr, W.) would cheerfully* 
join litin; but it his rallying point was to 
be the present ministers/ lie might set oft' 
as soon as he pleased, lie (Mr. W.) 
would stay wlierc he was, and beg leave 
to clocline any such connection. 

'J’he hon. gent. (Mr. W.) feeling the 
consequences likely to follow any attempt 
to proceed, in this instance, to the extreme 
alluded to by some gentlemen, particularly 
recollecting and recommending to the at¬ 
tention of the House the case of Wilkes, 
expressed his preference for the more mo¬ 
derate course. If an expulsion were to 
take , place, the Houso^was aware what 
must folli/w. All must know what aa 
election tor Westminster was, and all must 
calculate upon the consequence of sir F. 
Burdett's re-election. An expulsion, 
therefore, was a proposition not to be en¬ 
tertained even upon thi's ground. But ho, 
disclaimed all sense of fear as among the 
causes of this his opinion. No, be was 
not afraid iof the consequences of conspi¬ 
racy amdng any set of persons whatever. 
This he thought proper to state, as some 
gentlemen had alluded to conspiracies. 
But at the same time he w*ouId not be un¬ 
derstood to believe in the existence of any 
conspiracies whatever, nor did he mean to 
cast any cctuure upon sir F. Burdett, al- 
thougli he must say, that had the hon. bart. 
confined liiuiself to a proper shew of re¬ 
sistance, instead of proceeding to extremi¬ 
ties, he would have placed his popularity 
upon a throne from wliich it could never 
be dislodged.—(Hear, hear, oi\ the minis¬ 
terial benches.) What, did gentlemen 
really imagine that their manner of view¬ 
ing things was general; that the country 
vTds filled with lawyers and attornies like 
themselves, likely and competent to make 
distinction between the validity and value 
of a warrant ? He could assure the right 
hun. gent, that numerous converts had 
been made to the doctrine of sir F. Bur¬ 
dett, not merely by his own arguments, 
but by the conduct of the right hon. gen¬ 
tlemen themselves. Let the recollection 
then, of this conduct, urge tlie House wise¬ 
ly to attend to considerations of expe¬ 
diency indue time. Let the House be¬ 
ware of doing things ‘whereof they could 
not cTearly i'oresee the consequences. He 
rejilly believed there were few who would 
not have been willing to revoke the vote 
they were induced to give, upon the pro¬ 
position of the r%ht hon. gent, or leasts 
Wliat he proposed through another, tha^str 
F. Burdett should be cctjnmitted iosteoi of 
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'being reprimanded. He would ask the 
bon. gent, himself, who brought the sub¬ 
ject <ltMfore the Mou^j but whom he did 
not then sec in his place, whether he did 
not now regret the proposition ? i>ure he 
was, that a feeling of regret upon the de¬ 
cision of the House in this ease, was ge¬ 
neral (No, no, from tlie Chancellor of 
the Excher|uer.) Why, the right hon. 
gent, could not prelend to know every 
body, although every body knew him 
from the situation which he happened to 
hold. He' was persuaded that there was 
now scarcely any difterence of sentiment 
throughout the country as to the intempe¬ 
rate conduct of ministers upoif the ques¬ 
tion alluded to; and that the wiser course 
would have been to vote for the repiimand 
of sir F. ’Burdett. It %vas argued however 
that if the hon. baronet had been repri- 
taanded, he W'ouid have forced the House 
to go farther; but to that it was satisfac¬ 
torily answered, that then the hon baro¬ 
net would have been palpablv« wr<»ng. 
Of course, if the House had proceeded to , 
commitlai, it would have stood acquitted 
•in the eye of the coumry<'-*Here the hon. 
gent, took occasion to submit a few word.s 
to the consideration of the House, as to 
what he thought should be its future con¬ 
duct. He hoped, that recent experience 
would teach the House the propriety of 
cautiously abstaining from passionate de- | 
cisions^that it would not allow itself to | 
be provoked into rage by such a miser- j 
able production as that*of Gale Jones, 
which led, to so much evil; that it would 
not enable such a man to occasion trou¬ 
ble, by putting a sword into the weak 
bands of an angry minister; that it would 
not be forward to take notice of frivolous 
libels, and thus bring those privileges into 
question among the people for whose be¬ 
nefit alone they did or ought to exist. 
-—As to the consequences wliich arose out 
of the recent disturbances, he hoped and 
trusted they would be minutely inquired 
into, and those minutes reported to that 
Hoose. The people ought to see, that 
where serious outrages were coi^mitted, 
whefre lives were actually lost, nothing 
was left undone by that House to procure 
information, and to administer all tiie re-^ 
'Aress in its power. Of the two proposi¬ 
tions before the House, he confessed that' 
he should prefer that tor an adjournment. 
To the Chancellor of thp Exchequer’s ob¬ 
servation that the letter of sir F. Burkett 
>shoa1U be iaserted upon the Joqrnals, witii 
"tho opinion of tivt House upon it,-in order 
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to be referred to in thq even( pf any ap 
plication from the bon. baronet for bis re¬ 
lease fmm the Tower, he should only sky, 
that in the first place such ap application 
did not appear to be at all likely. But, if 
it were made ; if the hon. baronet mani¬ 
fested any disposition to make a proper 
concession to the authority of the House, 
he should be willing to have tliis letter 
forgotten altogether. Iiirfeed, upon every 
consideration of policy and experience, the 
I House should decline to put this letter on 
ihe Journals. He woula tluTcfore oppose 
the right hon. gendeman’s motion, for 
which, however, upon a general principle, 
he could never consent to vote. 

Earl Temple coin plained of the impotent 
vacillation evinced in the whole conduct 
of ministers throughout *his business. The 
Serjeant at arms htici applied to the secre¬ 
tary of state lor the home department, and 
bv him Itad been n ferred to his deputy, 
Mr. Becket; Mr. Jiecket refers him to 
the secretary of state, and the secretary 
of state refers him back to Mr. Becket^ 
Assistance was not to say jjromised, but 
proffered by ministers-*assistance both 
civil and military, and yet the assistance 
that was declared to be necessary in the 
first instance, was not granted till the fourth 
day after the issuing of the warrant—till 
Monday morning. Ehlier the assistance 
afforded, was proper or it was not; if jus¬ 
tifiable, why was it delayed so long to the 
imminent hazard of the peace, of the se¬ 
curity of the metrt^ioUs? The,secretary 
of state for (he home department was, ex 
officio, <me of the niasristrates, and as sucli, 
answerable for the maintenance of the 
public peace,<and rtiore especially so at a 
period when that peace was endangered 
by measures sanctioned by the ministers 
of the day, at least, in furtherance of car¬ 
rying into effect, measures adopted by that 
House, under the influence of their ad¬ 
vice ; and yet, such^had been the hesitat¬ 
ing j^nbecility of "^ministers, Ibut they 
^'ould not bring thcnrvielves to act with 
^resolution, even in prosecution of their own 
measures. The serjeant was referred to 
Mr. Becket, wiio referred %im to Mr. 
Read, whq referred him to Mr. Becket. 
Was this a line oftconduct, characteristic 
either of wisdom or of energy ? He con¬ 
ceived ministers, therefore, entirely to 
blame, and looked upon them as answera¬ 
ble fur all the blood that had been she'd; 
and all the lives that ha^ been*lost on the 
oedasion. As to the motions before^ the 
House, he should prefer that of She r^ht. 
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tmti. ^nt. beScaHae ft took notice of sir F. 
Bard6tt'« Letter to the Speaker ^ aa ag- 
grVvatfon of the offknce, and might be 
produced in bar to any petition or other 
application to the House for his release 
from confinement. 

Mr. Windham observed, that the House, 
when sitting on Friday, ought to have 
been apprisec^ before its rising, of the 
apprehensions entertained as to the re¬ 
sistance to the eipecution of the Speaker's 
warrant, in oader that measures might 
have been taken by the House accord- 
ingly. 

The !^eaker took occasion upon this to 
address the House, conceiving, that by 
tHis observation it was meant to impute 
to him a neglect of duty. The right bon, 
member’s charge, he observed, involved 
two points; the one as to a matter of fact, 
and the other as to a matter of opinion. 
It was stated, that while the House was 
sitting on Friday night, he was informed 
of'sir F. Burdett’s intention to resist the 
executionof his warrant, and that he ought 
to have notified that circumstance to the 
House. 

Mr. Windham again rose and stated, in 
explanation, that not knowing the con¬ 
trary When the House met, namely, that 
no resistance would be made, the ^ouse 
ought to have been apprized of the cir¬ 
cumstance. 

The Speaker resumed, and assured the 
House, that so far from having any doubt 
on the eubject, thcr Serjeant at Arms told 
him, that sir F. Burden would accompany 
him to the Tower on Saturday morning, 
and that he had so arranged it with him. 
But his instructions upon receiving that 
intolligence from the Serjeant was, that he 
should proceed forthwith to execute the 
warrant. At that time, hewever, and un¬ 
til a late hour that night, he had no ap¬ 
prehension whatever, that any resistance 
was in view. Wil/i regard to the remarks 
of tile hon. member upon the subject of 
the advice proper to be given to the Ser¬ 
jeant at Arms, when the intention to resist 
was known, he certainly gave the best 
adeice in bis power. When the Seijeant 
told hfm that civil aid wa« required to 
execute the warrant, in consequence of 
the mob assembled about si/* F. curdett’s. 
house, he thought it his duty to refer him 
•to the secretary of stale. Throughout the 
prugreipof the buslness,he had hadfrequent 
communicatiops with the berjeant at Arms 
both night and »day. In lact, tor 48* 
hbors, tt s6 engrossed hhi fime and btten- 
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tfoii, M to deprive him of any reptMwfciut- 
ever. But it might be supposed br toM 
gentlemen, that he had failed in hn duty, 
in not giving that advice to the ^ijeaotp* 
which ne aince received from a grave 
opinion as to the breaking open an outer 
door for the purpose of executing his war¬ 
rant. Upon the Serjeant’s expression of 
his doubt on the point of breaking open 
the outer door, he certainly did not tee{L 
himself justified in advising him to do so. 
Thei^ being no case whatever of a similir 
instance upon record, he bad*no authonty 
to guide his judgment as to the legality of 
such a proceeding, andithought proper to 
refer the Serjeant to the law officers of the 
crown, as the best judges of the law. He 
hoped the House would not find any fault 
with him for not advising the Serjeant to 
put his life ii^ jeopardy. He felt that he 
ought not to urge any man to risk his life 
in a proceeding which such person did 
not think right to undertake himself. 
Such \Va3*hisopinion at the time, and such 
was his opinion still. The Serjeant had 
been referred to all the sources, from 
which he was most likely to obtain com¬ 
petent information, to those officers who 
were accustomed to the execution of war¬ 
rants of contempt. But as to the break- 
ing open of tile outer door of a house to 
execute his warrant, having, as he before * 
observed, no precedent of authority whmt« 
ever to direct his judgment, h^ could not 
advise the officer to risk liis life upon ana- ^ 
logies and re*asoning. Such being' his 
conception, he took that cousse which he 
thought best by referring the Serjeant at 
Arms to tmfie who were most competent' 
to decide and direct that officer’s opera¬ 
tion. 

The Aiiofrney General observing, that it.. 
had been stated in pretty strong terms 
that if ministers had foreseen the conse¬ 
quences of executing the warrant, they 
never would have advised it, declared, 
that he for his part, agreed entirely with 
some of his hon. friends, that even if the 
consequences could have been foreseen, 
the klou:je would hare been still bound 
to assert their privileges in the manner 
they had done. He^regretted as 'much as 
aii)^ man whatever calamities bad taken 
lace; but still this consideration would 
are had no weight in determining his 
vote. When it had been decided that 
the hon. baronyt’s publication was an of¬ 
fence which came properly under tbacog- 
hizanceof the House, he then only tookra 
to the quality of tbiulTenca, and the mis- 
2R • 
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chief it was calculated to produce. It was those who voted against (he majority fore- 
clear that no greater insult could be of* see or ^itioipate the sort of res'stanre 
fered to the House of Commons, than that which was made ? It certainly occurred 
which the hoir. baronet intended to con- to him, and to many olh^^rs, that some re- 
TOy in that paper upon which the House sistance was expected from abroad. It 
had decided; and be thought that an of- never occurred to him that the resistance 
fence of such a nature ought not to be would have come from the hon. baronet 
punished meicly by a reprimand. Incase himself^ who had so recently declared 
of a reprimand being conceived a sulficicnt under his owfi hand that the iiouse had a 
punishment, there were always two par- right to commit iis own membeis. If he 
ties considered, namely, the person who had been then asked bis opinion, ho would 
was to give the reprimand, and the^per* have said confidemly tha^ he did net be- 
son who was* to receive it. Now, when believe the hon. baronet would have per- 
the person who was to receive the repri- sonally resisted the execution the war- 
mand stated such a^i utter contempt ot the rant. But it had been imputed as criini- 
autliority of those who gave it,ai the hon. nal in his Majesty *a ministers not to have 
baronet bad professed" to feel, the repri- rpadeup iheli minds sooner on the iegu- 
Ziiaiid would be no punishment. It would lity of breaking open an outer Jo«)r. It 
belike ordering him to receive a repri- must, however, -be icco! eitcd that the 
mand from his own servants, in his ser- serjeant at arms had twice been admitted 
vants hall (Murmufs of disapprobation), into the preseace ol sir F Bnrdett, and had 
He meant that this was the light in which opportunities of executing his warrant 
the hon. baronet might feel a reprimand each time, in which case that (juestiun of 
from the House. It appeared to hkn that doubt would never have arisen. Sir Francis 
he set no more value upon the authority might have burn arrested either on Fri- , 
of that House than a right hon. and learn- day, or Saturday, without t^ie necessity 
eJ gent, who had filled that chair for of breaking open a door He hoped that 
merly professed, alluding to sir Fletcher he should not be blamed for not being 
Norton, who said, that be would pay no able to give an immediate opinion on % 
more attention to the resolutions of that case which was not governed by precedent, 
House than to those of a set of drunken I and where he had onlj to form anopiiiiun 
porters^ He knew no punishment add- fioni'analogy. If the case had not been 
quate to such an oilence except imprison- I a doubtful one, or if it had been wnhin 
ixient. However he regretted the cala- Lthe general custom of parliament, the 
nities which had happened, if the House Speaker would have been able to have 
had ordered any punishnieilt slighter than given the serjeant a divided opinion ; but 
that of imprisonment, it would have been it was because it was a doubtful case that 
supposed that they were afraid of con- it was submitted to le^l opinions. Had 
sequences; and if it were onccu supposed he been in tlie place of the serjeant at 
that this House was governed by consi- 1 aims, he would havfe broken open the 
derations of that nature, its cha>acter door in the first instance; but he cfiuld 
would be entirely lost. If it were said that not expect the serjeant to have taken upon 
ministers were deserving of serious blame, himself .such responsibility, without the 
for not foreseeing al; the possible conse- authority of legal advice. If the serjeant 
quenccs which might follow from the ex- at arms had had recourse to military aid in 
ccution of the warrant, he would answer, the first instance, without trying the civil 
that it was as much the duty of the gentle- I power, %nd lives had been lost, he ^outd 
men who spoke from the other side of the I have justly exposed himself to severe at- 
House upon that question to have fore- I lacks from gentlemen on the other side, 
seen those consequences; and if^ they He thought that it was evident that mi- 
bad foreseen them, it was their duty to I nisters had no right to give himVirectiona 
have slated them. Mjnisters certainly in the mode of executing his warrant, and 
did not expect that sort of resistance which that the case* was a doubtful one, which 
bad led to the present discussion. hen arose from the manner in which the Lon* 
the House bad voted for the cbmmittal qf baronet chose'to resist the execution ofthe 
sir F. Burdett, he took it for granted ge- warrant « 

nerall^that the warrant would have been Sirt/oAn Sebright said, that if he could- 
executed, and be did coihider the partio have formed any conception that the hon. 
^ar circumstances which might take * baronet could have been capable of prtw 
|HAm. Uc would ^ask, did any one of ceeding m far^ he would have been thi 
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laftt'infln in that,' House to have compro¬ 
mised its authority, by acceding to the 
adoption of any other than the most rigo¬ 
rous proceedings. If ever there had been 
conduct more disgraceful than any other 
that had yet come under the cognizance 
of the House, it was that of the hon. ba¬ 
ronet. If that hon. baronet wanted to try 
the simple question of right in the present 
instance, wasft'notin his power to have 
done so without disturbing the public 
peace for four successive days t Was this 
his love of civil liberty, stirring up an in¬ 
furiated mob to aid him in the grave solu¬ 
tion of a great constitutional question ? 
Was it an instance of his zeal for civil 
l>berty, that a tyrannical mob should line 
tLie front of his house, and compel every 
passenger to uncover, while passing the 
house of Sir Francis Hurdett. He (Sir 
. John) was not one of tho^c disposed to 
jiay that servile testimony of compulsory 
homage to the house of the hon. baronet, 
and in consequence neither be nor his 
• carriage passed that way. He agreed in 
every thing^hat bad fallen from his hon. 
and esteemed friend, who bad opened the 
debate^ and thought the House bound, for 
the sake of their own dignity, to support 
his majesty’s ministers in the present cri- 
, tical emergency. Before lie sat down, 
he would say one word in behalf of per¬ 
son whom he thought had not been done 
sufficient justice to, he meant the serjeant 
at arms, whom he described as a man of 
great activity and Vied personal courage. 
He thought that the conduct of the ser¬ 
jeant throughout was wholly free from 
blame. 

Sir Samuel ifovu7{^said,.that it was not 
his .intention, at present, to go into the 
grounds of the vote he had already given, 
even if it was thought necessary^ in con¬ 
sequence of late occurrences, to restate 
those grounds. His principal object in 
now rising, was to mark to the House, in 
vindication of the vote be intended to 
give, the diflfei^nce between the resolution 
proposed by the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer and the original amendment; he Was 
mie of thhse who thought that the first 
Letter and Argument of the^hon. baronet 
Was. not an offence cognizable by that 
House, and being of that opinion, he 
coqld not now agree to a vote, cniliug bift 
.Ipb^eqdCnt Letter to the Speaker, an ag- 
gravatiop of that original offence. At the 
same time^ he had no hesitation in stating 
his sense of the gfoss impropriety df that 
Litteri and with respect u the whole con¬ 


duct of Sir F. Bqrdett, since the vote of 
commitment, he confessed, that it was to 
him a matter of astonishment that that 
hon. baronet could have been prevailed 
upon to adopt the counsel he had acM 
upon in furtherance of an object that was 
attainable in a way so obviously prefer¬ 
able to the one so injudiciously resolved 
upon. Had the hon, bart. liacf a mind to 
try a legal right, he might as well have 
chosen to try it on a motion for an AabcM 
corpus, or an action for false imprisonment, 
as pit it to the chance of an indictment 
for murder. If he bad submitted upon 
the warrant being first^exhibited to him, 
j there was no lawyer who could say, that 
I he would thereby have given up any of 
his legal rights, or deprived himself of 
any remedy which the law could give 
him. He did, however, feel some sur« 
prize when he heard hou. members id 
that House say, that if they had foreseen . 
all, the consequences, they would have 
voted as Uiey did. Not to say any thing 
of the calamities which had taken place, 
he would ask, was it nothing that the cha¬ 
racter of the House should have suffered 
so seriously by having that power now 
called in question, which was before sup¬ 
posed unquestionable ? As to supporting 
the dignity oii the House upon this occa¬ 
sion, those who talked most of its dignity , 
opposed the expulsion of sir F, Burdett, 
from the idea that not only the rabble or 
mere boys, but that the housdholders of 
the great city*of Westminster conceived ^ 
that House to be so much in the wrong 
that they would undoubtedly re-elect 
him, if he.were expelled. What kind of 
dignity, then, was that, which had no re¬ 
ference to character, or to the opinion of 
the country ? When it was asked from, 
the other side, did those who sat.on his' 
side of the House, foresee the consequences 
of the vote, he would say for one, that he 
did, and warned the House of the conse* 
quences; but if he had foreseen more* 
clearly what would have taken place, ht 
could not have spoken more explicitly, 
without being liable at the time to 
charge of suggesting things that otherwise 
would possibly not nave taken place. He 
certainly thought thcrconduct of ministers 
hlaffteable (an expression of ,disapproba« 
tjon from the ministerial.Benches.) He 
did not know how to reply to those inar¬ 
ticulate Eq-gumente, but would wish to 
hear what waS^tO' ’ he said on the ofhef 
side. , 

Captain Partw, in a tone of great-eoi^ 



PAUL. DEBATES. Amt lt>, 

tnttionj animadTert^ upon the alledged 
impropriety of the learned gentlemWa 
aiding, by bis counaels, the efibrts of the 
honourable baronet to exalt in the coun* 
.a standard of sedition and tumult. 
(Criisof order, ordei;!) 

Mr. PonsonOjf rose to order, and was 
proceeding to comment upon the highly 
unparliamentary language that had been 
resorted to by the hon. gentfeman, when 

Captain Jpar^ readily acknowledged, 
that he had been inadvertently hurried 
into an expression ihat could not at all ap- 
to the learned gentleman, and apo* 
iogized to that gentleman and the House 
for the error he hatl been momentarily be¬ 
trayed into. He could not, however help 
expressing his wish, that the House would 
adopt the proper course at once, and expel 
sir F. Burdett. The objection to that 
keemed to be, that*sir Francis would be 
returned again ; but he had too good an 
opinion of the good sense of the elector^ of 
Westminster to believe that po's^jibU. He 
was satisfied, that when once they knew 
all the particulars of his late conduct, they 
would never return him to represent them 
again in that House. 

Lord Porchester' thought no language 
could be too strong to reproach the con¬ 
duct of the hon. baronet, from beginning 
to end. He felt himself obliged, theres 
fore, upon this occasion, to rally round 
the House, and the authority of the 
Speaker and of his warrant ; but at the 
same time he thought the calamities which 
had taken place proceeded as much from 
the backwardness of ministers as from the 
intemperate passions of misguided indivi¬ 
duals. He could not avoid condemning 
the opinion given by the attorney-gene-' 
ral, that a reprimand from that House to 
sir F. Burdett, would be like a reprimand 
in the servants’ hall from his own ser¬ 
vants. He could not sec the Justice of 
this comparison, or how it could be ad¬ 
duced as an argument for imprisonment 
instead of reprimand. It had been asked 
whether gentlemen on that side of the 
HoiAe had apprehended any opposition to 
it, from that which had been stated ih the 
very paper, in which the gentlemen on 
the other side said ^lat he had acknow¬ 
ledged the right of the House to conlojit 
it* members. In that ve ry paper, how¬ 
ever, lie found fault with a warrant simi¬ 
lar to diet, under which he bad been ar¬ 
rested, and, therefore, thert*was reason let, 
suppose that he would not submit to it** 
Tou^cijeant at* arms was placed Uk a most 
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awkward situatioa. When' he asked- 
military aid, he was tolil, that he. should 
have it, 4ui that be muat act at his own 
peril: and that if any lives were lost, and. 
his conduct should turn out to be illegal, 
he might be hanged for it it really ap¬ 
peared as if ministers, upon this occasion, 
as upon a former one (the Walchercn Ex¬ 
pedition) first resolved .upon a coup-de- 
nuim: But afterwards when they beard 
that the hon. baronet had actually locked 
his door and put up the chdin, this ap¬ 
peared to them a combina\ion of circum¬ 
stances which was not to be foreseen. 
Their coup-dc-main had then failed ; they 
began to consider Piccadilly as a Ibrtress, 
and it required many meetings of the cv.- 
b’inet council to determine how it was to 
be attacked. 

Mr. Stephen was a little surprised at the 
opinion of his right hon. friend (sir S, 
Romilly), that as there was no original of¬ 
fence, this Letter could«not properly be 
called an aggravation. His right hon. 
and learned friend appeared to go the , 
whole length of arguing, thy sir F. Bur¬ 
dett ought not to be in any manner pu¬ 
nished for the insults oilered to the House 
ill this Letter. The amendment which de¬ 
clared it an aggravation of bis former 
odence, would go so far in punishment, 
that if the hon. baronet or any body for 
him, should petition for his discharge, this 
paper would then be taken into conside¬ 
ration ill assigning the proper measure of 
punishment. As to ^le coiiduct^of the 
hon. baronet in the m^e of resistance he 
reM>lved ou, he was glad to find that no 
hon. member in that House approved of 
it; and this w^a acircumstance upon 
which he might congratulate the House 
and the country. The hon. baronet might 
have tried the legality of the warrant sa- 
tisllictorily without adopting the mode of 
resistance he had chosen. It appeared to 
the other side of the House, that a warrant 
which did not allow ah outer door \o be> 
broken absolutely nothing. Theyhow- 
cvel- fti-emcd to have Forgotleu that there- 
were many writs for debt in civil action, 
which could not be enforced by break- • 
ing doors. These writs were nevertheless ■ 
not reckoned as nugatory, nor did he see 
that it would be any impeachment of the 
dignity or authority of the House, if their 
wan ant w'as of the same footing a» many* 
of the king's writs, which do not justily 
the breaking into a house to.etiforcb them. 
.Some Hon. gentlemen had ^id, that they 
lud Ibreseep the jponiequeocea whkh Juid i 
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followed &oiu the -vote for the cocnmit* that his Mt^eaty's minUters, 
ment of the hon*baronet. Bat for hii deserring reprobation, wore, oi^ the .coAi^; 
ovm part; he never could antici^te any« trary, for the whole of their coaduct> eiato^ 
resistance to the execation of the warrant, tied to praise. But it had been tauntingly' 
became the whole of the argument against asked, on a former night, whether tha^ 
that vote went to shew that it would be a call this standing by the King? To this;' 
triumph to the hon. baronet to go to the he should answer, yes.—To stand by the 
Tower, from which he could issue bis libels privileges of tbat House, was to maintain 
in abundance. It bad been charged upon the authority of parliament; and to stand 
his majesty's mhnsters, that they had not by the parliament, was to stand by the coik> 
taken sufficient measures foj^ the security stitution, and consequently by the King.- 
of the metropolis as well as that they had Upon the whole, he was convinced- tbat- 
not given to the serjeant at arms a sufficient the nfinisters had done their duty; and if 
force to enable him to execute the war- the hon. gentlemen opposite ^ould bring 
rant. As to the first point, he contended, forward any morion for a direct censure' 
tbat all proper measures had been taken against them for thehr cSnduct they would 
toinsure the peace of the metropolis. It find themselves opposed by an unusually 
was not to be expected, that the govern- large majority. 

ment, in the expectation of riots, should Hari Temp/c stated in explanation thal 
have stationed a military force in every he had imputed it as matter of blame to 
street. If they bad so dune their conduct his Majesty^s-nunisteus that they bad not 
would have been most loudly condemned till Monday placed such a force atthedis* 
by the hon. gentlemen opposite, for hav- posyl of the serjeant, as he deemed ncces« , 
ing endeavoured to put down the civil sary toenaWe him to execute the warrant. 
,by resorting to the military power,— bir S. KoraUly explained, that he had 
Great credit the contrary, was due to never said that he had foreseen the con- 
tlie government for their precautions, as sequences whichhad resulted actually from 
well as to the military for the moderation the vote of commitment, but tbat be had 
which they had displayed, in the course foreseen consequences from that vote 
of the painful duty they had to perform, which he did not deem it proper to state 
As to the charge that no adequate force ut the time* , 

was placed at the disposal of the serjUant, 'Mr. C. IV, Wynn denied that it had been* 
that had been so often answered, that it stated as a matter of charge against hi* 
was strange it should still be repeated. Majesty's ministers, that they had not em* 
The warrant might unquestionably have ployed the military in the firs* instance, 
been exjecuted either on Friday or Satur- The charge that the secretary of ^ 
day, without any necessity for forcing the being at the head of the civil power, had 
outer door; and in the end the warrant not employed it so soon as he^hould have 
had fortunately been put in execution done, and^was responsiblelior all the dan- 
without-any recourse^to inilitary force, or gerous consequences that might have re- 
unyjeffusion of blood. Whilst it was to suited from the time lost. It would not bo 
be apprehended that lives might be lost said that his Majesty's ministers were unac- 
on both sides in case ofexecutingthewar- quainted with the scenes that took places ■ 
rant by force, what would have been the as they might have learned them from one 
opinion of gentlemen respecting the con- of their own body.—[Lord Westmoreland,’ 
duct of government, if ministers had or- who had been assailed with some mud by 
dmefthe serjeant to execute his vearrant ? the mob.] Ministers were culpable for 
If it turned out ^ be illegal to force the having left Piccadilly during the whole or 
outer door, and that lives had been losf in Friday, in the possession of a riotous 
aconflict, would it have been a justifica- lection, whoobligedallthatpasscdthrouga 
tion of thb serjeant, on an indictment for that Areet to take off their hots to the ma^ 
murder, to plead the directions of his Ma- jesty of the mob. A few constables, ein*' 
jestjr's ministers? Wjien a doubt therefore, ployed in time, wouW have dispeised the 
existed in the mind of any of his right hon. ass^blage of boys, scarcely fifteen, en- 
friends, it was perfectly ri^t to suspend gaged in that riotous proceeding. The mofr 
J*e exAution of the warrant, till that that attacked the houw of hu hon. fne^ 
"doubt was removed by referring to the (sir 4* ^slruther) might have been di»» 
highest fegal authority. From all the at- persed in the sime way; as well aW'thsfc' 
tention^ then which he had been able to which aad aysailed the house of 
hutow upon the subject, it was his opinion lord (Ca^lereagb)« Noiwlmtib^iverei 



m] PARL. DEBATES, Amii. 10, 

at first concerned in the disturbances; bu 
when it was found that they were left so 
to act with impunity, oilicrs bent upon 
more serious mischief joined, and then 
llieir first march w.is to Downing-street. 
The military were resorted to upon that 
occasion, but not nntil the riot had come 
tinder the very noses of his Majesty^s mi¬ 
nisters. The Serjeant at arms had a right 
to expect that those who supported the 
iasiie of the warrant, should have pointed 
out to him how it was to be executed. If 
the serjeantchad gone to consult his learn¬ 
ed friend.(Mr. Adam), he was convinced 
be would have received much better ad- 
Tice than it appeared be had^ received. 
His hoii. and learned friend had very pro¬ 
perly not considered the question on nar¬ 
row grounds of legal analogy, but rested 
It upon much higher grounds. The House 
must have every power necessary tp give 
eR'ect to its warrant. What other court 
had the same power to send its officer to 
search the house of a witness jfSr,p<'y>ers, as 
that House had done last year in the case 
of captain Sandon ? The House -unques¬ 
tionably possessed all the powers neces¬ 
sary to enforce its warrant, and it was with 
regret he found these powers weakened 
by being placed upon lower grounds than 
those upon which they actually rested. 
The warrant was an attachment of a crimi¬ 
nal nature, as having issueil upon a con- 
yiction declared by a vote of that House. 
With respect to the question before them, 
'iro^Tould not help agreeing«to the amend¬ 
ment of the right hon. the Chancellor of 
the Exche(|\ier, though with a view to 
unanimity, he should throw out the pro¬ 
priety of substituting for “ a high aggrava¬ 
tion of his previous, ofience,’^ the words, 
that the Hou'^e had rereived the paper 
with great indignation.'* If his hon. 
friends should agree to a resolution so 
Worded, they miglit pass it with unanimity, 
but at the same time, he must add, that he 
had himself no objection to the words of 
the amendment as it then stood. 

'■ Mr, Bcre^brd observed, that however 
indecorous or disorderly it might be for 
gentlemen to interrupt others when sneak¬ 
ing, by expressing the words " yes," or 
" no," the House would excuse him when 
he admitted that he was one of those w.ho 
had so interrupted an hon. and learned gent, 
(sir $.* Romilly.) If that hon. member 
were thten present, he should gladly ipake 
an apology to him. The'ground ci hi; 
mtarruption was, that to a.quest^n put* 
hjr |bf hon, ahd learned meo^ei^ he was 
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anxious to answer that he did not'regret 
the vote which he Ind given in the former 
instanc^; for however enigmatical * i| 
might appear to others, it was his opinion, 
that except the shedding a little blood, 
much good had resulted to the constitu¬ 
tion and the country from the whole pro¬ 
ceeding. He had voted for sending sir 
F. Burdett to the Tower, because ■ he 
thought his object was to overturn the con¬ 
stitution, an4^ revolutionize the country. 
When he had used the words. “ No, no," 
therefore, it was to shew that he wa.s not 
afraid that, in case of his expulsion, the 
electors of Westminster would re-clcct this 
sanguinary man; he could use no other 
term, because if he were not sanguinaiy, 
he might have n'ointained his principles 
without hazarding the effusion of blood. 
He was not to be intimidated ; nor did 
he think the House would be intimidated 
by any apprehension from a mob. If he 
was not aware that he should'not carry the 
feeling of the House with him, he w'ould 
move for the expulsion of that bon. ba-, 
ronet. lie should, ihereforCf vote for the 
arnendment of the right hon. the Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer. 

Ijord Milton meant to confine himself 
in what he should say to the subject ac¬ 
tually before the House. They bad two 
propCisitions before them, one tV)r passing 
over the Letter without any notice ; the 
other a resolution, that it was a high ag- 
"ravation of the former oflence. To the 
rst he could not giv^ his concurrence, 
and still less upon theargiimentsemployed 
by the hon. gent., its author, in recom¬ 
mending it to the House, because, if good 
for any thing, tliese ^arguments would be 
good against taking any steps whatever 
against the hon. baronet. He agreed.that 
it would be unworthy of the magnanimity 
or the dignity uflhe House, to be intimi¬ 
dated by any L'ar of the mob, or by the 
terrors of a Westminster election. Biit as 
he could not support £be motion, so* liei- 
tiicr could he agree in the amendment, 
because whilst it agreed that the Letter 
was a high aggravation of the previous of¬ 
fence, it still stated that it was hot neces¬ 
sary to take further notice of it at present. 
The Letter either Waji or was not an ag¬ 
gravation of the former olfence. if it was 
an,aggravation, the House should notice 
t. In evading any notice of the Leit^; 
he amendment would have the same ef¬ 
fect as the motioik If it was not an ag¬ 
gravation, it was better not to take any 
notice of it, Bujt as all were agreed tM > 

8 



PARL. DraATES, April Io, 1810 . — Comtnkmtni tfSir^FrancU Bwrdeti, {6d% 

the strongest conviction, and a consci^enti* 
6ui sense of public duty. However paib*. 
ful the task, whatever sacrifice it m^gfat'' 
cost him on the score of private feelings, 
he w'as still compelled, upon conaidera-* 
tionsofa higher public nature, to perform 
his duty, it was an imperious obligati<^ 
upon him, which he' was bound unanswer^ 
ably and unalterably to discharge, by 
declaring (hat in his mind the case under 
consideration was one, which, was not io^ 
be justified. He could not reconcife it to 

^ •! _ m ll» . 


thi Letter was an aggravation, the resolu* 
tion Hliould be worded in another manner. 
The Hottse was bound to take some fur- 
tHer steps, which it was not for him to 
point out. And here they hud experience 
of the embarrassment resulting from their 
vote for commitment. Had they stopped 
short at reprimand, they might have still 
something in their hands. But they had 
expended all their ammunition, and had 
inflicted the greatest punishment at once. 
If they had stoppi^d short, they might» in 


this instance, send the honourable baronet any principle of patriotism, or public spi 
to thu Tower. Ashe could not agree in 
either the motion or the amendment, he 
should not feel himself at liberty to vole 
for either, and should consequently vote 
against both. 

Mr. Lyttlcton thought, that if ever there 


nt, that one, w'ho professed to be the 
friend of liberty, and rhg advocate of ,tbe 
laws, should fur four days have continued 
a fruitless resistance to the .'Speaker’s war« 
rant, at the hazard of incurring the loss 
of several lives. It was the opinion of a 


had been a question th ii lalU d for unani- great statesman, now unfortunately no 


mity, it was the one under consideration. 
He should not, however, travel into the 
extraneous topics which had been intro¬ 
duced into the discussion, and by none 
more than by the hon. and learned gent. 
(Mr. Stephen)! whose compliments to the 
gentlemen on his side of the House, he 
iookud upon as insults, and upon whose 
observations, considering his age and 
learning, he should not animadvert, if he 
bud not heard them with a degree of in¬ 
dignation. Noiwiihstanding the defence 
of hi^ Majp.<ty*s ministers, which had been 
niadr by that hon. member, he was con¬ 
vinced that much of the guilt would full 
upon thfint- Whatever opinion might 


more (Mr.Fox), tha» nothingcould justify 
resisiance but the certain prospect of ulti¬ 
mate success. The hon. baronet could 
certainly have entertained no hope or 
prospect of being able, by menus of a, 
riotous mob, successfully to resist the 
whole military force at the disposal of the 
government; and yet he had, to the 
great disturbance of the quiet of the me¬ 
tropolis, persevered in a fruitless resistance 
for four days. • 

Amongst the various grounds of com¬ 
plaint which he had against the hon. ba¬ 
ronet, he could not pass over his Jmplied 
promise to the Serjeant at Arms, to ac^, 
company him fo the Tower. He 


have been entertained of the proprieiy of lived on terms of friendship >vith that 
censuring the former Letter of sir* F.^Bur- hon. baronet; hut this was an act so 
dett, there could he but one opinion as to wholly unworthy of him, that he must for 
the latter; No hon. ntember could doubt ever abjure him.either as a private or a 
that it was an insult to the Speaker, and political friend? Another ground of com- 
throui/li him to the House. To tell the plaint oivTiis part against sir F. Burdett 
Speaker of that House that he knew the was, that from ihe first to the lastmoment 
warrant he had signed to be an illegal of ills ob<tniate. and unconstitutional re¬ 


warrant, was a gross insuit, was language 
which no one gentleman could be per- 
use towards another, far ^ss to 
the Speaker of that House. The House 
was therefore fiound to express its resent¬ 
ment at the proceeding; and so strongly 
did. he feel^on the subject, that he was 


sistance, tie had been attended in his house 
by the brother of a notorious and avowed 
traitor, 'i'his he could not easily forgive 
him. He was far, indeed, from inferring 
the treason of one brother from the' trea¬ 
son of^another. He did not therefore 
mefin, by any means, to say, that 
bound to declare that he felt hjm^clf call- O'Connor was a traitor. jf« 

cd oHj and was cktermined to resent it. wlta|^af impossible, Ke had been'iii the 
This sentiment he could not utter but with situ^^n of sir F. Burdett, be should niot 
regret. Thos^ gentlemen who were ae^ hav^^ociated with any man to'^rhom, 
qitaia ted*1Vitii the engaging and amiable evert.jJ shadow of suspicion coulti aUsjpb ; 
manners of that hon. baronet would give he shwd 'not baj^e been ftttended by 
him credit for reluctance be felt on brj^hAV^ Arthur O'Connor, tjiai. 
this occasion. Whatever he found Him- itaitor, employed bimsgtf in 


rjt 


sellfbound ^ say was wrung from him by in a 


mbliah^ ^ the EnglS 
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guBge at Paris, the most foul, false, and 
scandalous libels upon the British govern- 
meni and nation : a paper printed in the 
English language no doubt with a view to 
be circulated for the dissemination of his 
addition and treasons, in these realms. 
V9fts this the manner, by the introduction 
of foreign libels and treasons, that the li¬ 
berty or public spirit of the country was 
to be asserted and animated? All such 
proceedings of the hon. baronet he should 
from the bottom of his heart disclaiai, and 
was determined to oppose him in every 
instance. He had but one word more to 
add. He had Uiought that the former 
Letter ought not to have been noticed, be¬ 
cause he had a doubt as to the propriety 
6f the proceeding proposed. The House, 
however, was the best judge of its parlia¬ 
mentary privilege^. He^ had never a 
doubt that it was an olfence that might be 
punUhed by a reprimand or a prosecu¬ 
tion. But on thi^ occasion he should 
vote for the amendment, as the ^stronger 
measure. 

Sir Jaims Hall supported the amend¬ 
ment. 

Mr. C. Huichimon trusted tliat his pub¬ 
lic conduct would protect him from the 
imputation of speaking disrespectfully of 
the Commons of the united kingdqm. 
Neither could he be supposed capable of 
giving his sanction to any attempt at dis¬ 
turbing the tranquillity of the metropolis, 

of any part of the empire. Having 
tnougl'.t it necessary to make these preli¬ 
minary observations, he could not acqui¬ 
esce in eithe'' of the motions now pro¬ 
posed, to be founded upon the Letter of 
the hon. baronet. Since: hrst the discus¬ 
sion upon these unfortunate tr^n.;actfons 
was originated, he uniformly took a to¬ 
tally uppusiie course to that of the right 
hon. gentlemen who were in adminisfta- 
tion. The hist opportunity that he had, 
he declared his opinion against the. com- 
chittal of Mr. Gale Jones. He was not in 
the House when that question was hrst 
brought forward \ but on a subsequent 
occasion he deprecated the course pur¬ 
sued, and was one of a minority of 14 who 
votdd for his liber^ion. Without enter¬ 
ing into any discussion upon the e^rcise 
dr the privilege which the House haf^ as- ^ 
smed, he did conceive that the iirputed 
oflbtice of Mr. Jones was the most Uniat, 
and that the exclusion of, the pubpv from 
foe debates of that House at tl^pnftu- 
^lar moment/#di a conaideva^ provoca- 
ffon to popufair d^content. yi it'did not 


amount to an outrage ufon public feeing 
it was \p say the least of tt a great un* 
kindness towards the country, ' When hp 
had read the arguments of the hon. bare* 
net upon that committal, however be did 
regret the introduction of intemperate 
language, still he was fully decided that 
through the whole of that argument, 
in every inference the him. baronet had^ 
made, he was correct. With such im« 
pressions upon his mind, there was no¬ 
thing in the conduct or in the arguments 
of the right bou. gentlemen opposite to 
induce him to alter bis original conviction. 
He would not directly say, that the reso¬ 
lutions against the hon. baronet were first 
introduced at the will of the minist4Vs, 
however strongly he felt the great interest 
and impatience expressed by them to 
press and precipitate a hasty decision 
upon that very serious subject. Believ¬ 
ing then, the House chargeable with an 
exercise of hardship against Mr. Jones, 
and acquiescing in the correctness of the 
arguments of the hon. baronet, it was im-« 
possible for him to vote for oither the mo¬ 
tion of the lion, gentleman (Mr. Corwen) 
or the amendment of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. The former gentleman had 
that night called upon the House to ral^ 
at ^hat crisis around the government. In 
answer' to such an appeal, he must say, 
that whilst he trusted upon every occasion 
to prove his attachment to his Sovereign 
and country, he still must contend that no 
body of men in that House could.^or ought 
to place their confidence in any ministry 
who didf not unequivocally make to the 
coniifry specific declurations in favour of 
that reform which ^very sourxJ mind now 
saw was absolutely necessary, and #with- 
nut which it was hopeless to look for the 
support and confidence of the people of 
these realms. 

Mr. Curwen trusted, that, after som* 
things which had bei^en said in the epurise 
of theldebate, he should obtain a hearing. 
He was charged with being afraid of the 
mob. Now, he could assure the lion, mem¬ 
ber who made that charge, that in sub¬ 
mitting his motion to the House, he was 
influenced .by no feeijng of the kind. 
His object was to obtain'unanimity,. Con¬ 
sidering tbq transactions of the last few 
days, he felt it to be his duty^ and- the 
duty of every man who revered itie 
tution, to support the ffoverarpent. He 
regrettedi^e debate haa^takdn the turn it 
did,' ai|d that, instead nf confining the dis- 
ensskn le the tpecifie matter of oen^^ilnt 



J^fow tti« Houses hours should hare been 
psuseci in endeavouring to fnc qpon mi- 
ii^ters the tharge of neghgenre. In »ng- 
gestiog thecour&l; e^tnot'ied in hismot)OCI» 
he also had it in view to pievent thatdis* 
graceful Letter fium aj}|»eaiing on the 
Journals of the Jlunse lie thought the 
mot ve’» of rniOisteis ^^ere well directed in 
so speedily pr^paiing so laige a forco, to 
ensuie the pe.iic of the metropolis and 
enforcing the oidersofthe House, lie 
did nut know that he should hair acted 
difioicntly fioin them, considering the 
heavy responsibility aitncbed to then con¬ 
duct. This nas not a moment to pass 
a censuie on their conduct, in a shoit 
ttfhe he tiusted the electors of Westm{nste.r 
would see the conduct of the hon baionet 
m Its true light It it wis the uidi of 
the House, he had no objection towith- 
diaw his AimndineiU. ^ 

Iho Speaker ohst i ved, thit could not In 
done nithout the consent of the setondci. 

Mi . yj. Giddt/ consented. 

Ml IV/iubread should not agiee to the 
amendment vot lieiiig put 

Mr froocA V as soiiy that the amend¬ 
ment was not adopted. Tie must at the 
same time tike<tivoi>poitunny o( dcclaiing, 
that no Ksointioiis of that [louse would be 
stiong enough to express hs ibhonence 
of the hull batriut^s conduct . What 
opin'on would anv min of honour entei- 
tainof th It I) loner's condiu t alt< I Invmg 
fotfetted ins word to the serjeant it aims. 
He niva .1 hadbutoae opinion of him 11*^ 
was peisuaded that it h id alwas s been li ■> 
wish to piodiice >U( h a ct sis as*this. 

Lord Cothiane hit (onscious \at h** 
could not be charfreVJ with my drsn 
thi(\w the couiPr> into a stare of intestine 
(ommotion, howivu he might 1 el it hi» 
duty to disappioec ot home part of the 
conduct of that IJouvi* Hie quisiion im¬ 
mediately betoH tlie lloiisp could not be 
fully considi •■cd wuhont m \crtingto others 
ofl^atuie to call foith the mos« serious 
delibciatioii. lor his own p-irChe was 
free to state, that in his judgment,*the 
House of Commons was not warranted in 
committiifg Mr. John Gale Jones for an 
oflence cognizable by the U^sotthecoun- 
try,^ and that off^ er in the execution 
of a warran^^ued by Us order was not 
justified uk^reaking into th*e house of vuiy 
«f | [^ia#jrfaiestv*8 subjects. The crown en- 
^oyra Its prerogative, as well as thatHouse 
Its privileges : yet the crown never was 
the judge* of any violation of tbat'*prero-* 
gative^ such aa a\tack was canvassed ^y 
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parhautefiL «>|t was no new dQctnnf»«i^ 
flint, igasmtirli as he had opposed the p|^ 
cipfe seven or wgbit years ago m the iMhfe 
of couf ts of inquiry, where decuuons w«|w 
made and 'judgments pronounced^ by 
those who were not sworn themselves^ nor 
had the power of admim&turing oatfla to 
witnesses. Where the law was 
for entei taming" certain defined of^ncM,. 
such as libels, he was peisuaded, tbo 
just, and^f course, constitutKMia) cotuapj 
was |o reihr them to the disMsai Me 
competent jnie-diclions, and^not 
violation of a positive charter»by 
mary ptinishmtut mfliefed withoula 
tnal. lie did not think that ik was 
m that House to employ a military 
fur the exec ution of its warranU^-a 
suic which, he understood, was adopte^n 
the case of the hon. ban, many soldAsra 
hiving enteted ttiL house of sir Fraiwii 
Huidett, with the serjeant at arras, But 
nb^ve all, he was convinced that Mt* 
House*weutd more eificaci^sly uphold 
iu dignity, by pioVing to thlTpeople that 
their actions were strictly coirect and pa* 
ti loiic, than by any attempt to restrain tba 
populai discussion upon such actions^ 
under the shiliow pictext of a disputed 
and undefined privilege. 

Ml Bathmst said that U appeared from 
the evulcTice of the serjeant at arms, 

It was the civil power that first entei^d sir 
F BuidcttS house. It was po^ible^ bow* 
evei, that then officer was mistaken, Tbo 
noble ioid have been in the 

and knoAH better. He wished that la 
should be mile part of the motion, Aak 
the object of th^mRKnRTuig boon gain* 
cd by the imtjfsmiracut of the hotioorablw 
oiie t, ly W not think pioper to pro»^ 

bir C. Bun ell was astonished to boaf 
any impuUtiona thrown upon the mditaryj 
whose conduct had been most exemplary. 
Then forbearance, on the disgraceful in* 
suits ofleted to them by a rascally mob 
desci ved the highest commendation.*^, 
Thtre was not one decent mka to^bo 
founji among those who engaged 
scandalous scenes. There waiiji 
It would seem, no wimt of assaalbn 
that Vile crew* Lasnight 
fi^ at lathe purlieus of by b 

«Vmdrel; the ball^paai^ ^ugh 
hai and had well mgh gpo^iKted 
H« 1 pondemued % of 

Weltwm fii^tojas^ Had hi 

^the snVtioMjof 

*Ts* 
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wifs a case in which the ^oiue was ag^* 
grieved ; ^and where redress coald not 
be sought elsewhere. The House must* 


endanger the sheddiAg of one drop of 
blood. 

' Mr. was still impressed with 

the ptoptlety of the course he pursued on 
the foniner occasion, in voting for the 
rOpKmand. He believed it would have 
tt^de a far different impression upon the 
hhO* baronet than was made by the com- 
ttittal to the Tower. He had seen an 
elovated character approach to that bar 
in'order to be reprimanded, gieat 
apparent levky; but he soon saw him so 
humbled by the commanding and impres¬ 
sive censure of the chair, that he departed 
lowered, depressed,%nd penitent., lie did 
think that the amendment of the Chan- 
ChUor of the Exchequer could bo so modi- 
fiad, as to remove the objections which 
#ere entertained to the term ** aff&rava- 
tlon." , ® 

Mr, defended ministers from the 

aspersion of their opponents. It was most 
RiisChievous, in his opinion, to atuibutc 
all the calainUies, as they were called, of 
the late rioraus proceemngs to their mis- 
con^ct, rather than to the Jacobinical 
^frit which had so recently manifested 

Self. 

The question was loudly called for, and 
atrangers were excluded. 

Afkr strangers had been excluded from 
‘the gallery, the question of adjournment 
dtas not pressed to a division. Before we 
s^ere readmitted, the Chancellor of the 
JQs^equer had proposed his^ resolution of 
^ceubre upon the Letter of sir F. Burden 
to the Speaker of the House of Commons, 
which stated ^aid letter to be an ag- 
Mvation of the former lilrnce committed 
By the hon. baronet. Tl,t right hon. 

g ut. then added that if he c&a*ii ^;acfay 
mre unanimity, he would withdraw the 
Words of reference to furmei proceedings, 

* Mr. ffAitbread, on this, declared tliat 
lio could not agree to the resolution with 
^idse words, because, having contended, 
thM'ilO offence had been committed by 
LMev and Argument laid upon the 
table by the member for Somersetshire, 
im eould^not say that that ofl^nce*had 

which, in his opinion, 
gU nevAr exitted..^Hb Waeready to ad 
the Letter^ the Speaker w|f i 
bteach of the j^viteges 
.V i* ^Whatever dwm mi^ j 

wf‘Mr.^i0ile Jones, or of 
“Msiir'Ki^BKrdeU, or olT'’^ 
nf rWhneite tn either of* ft 
codv do 




therefore, of necessity, take cognizance 
of it iUelf. It had been objected to him 
and others, in the course of the night’s 
debate, that they had grown confident re¬ 
specting the mode of executing the war- 
lant, from thrir knowledge of the event; 
to this he would answer for one, that he 
had expressed his opinion upon the force 
of the Speaker’s warrant, 5f issued upon 
propel grounds, in a conversation he had 
held with the serjeant at arms, whom he 
accidentally met, before that officer had 
ever been at the house of sir F. Burdel^. 
Upon the que'-tion having been then pio- 
posed to him, how he would act in such a 
case? he had siid he v'ould immediately 
wait upon sir F. Burdett, and ask him 
how he intended to condurt himself? If 
he intended to go voluutaiily, that the 
utmost courtesy as to the inode sliould be 
used. If he wialicd for a nominal force, 
for the purpose of establishing hia princi¬ 
ple and maintaining his action, it might 
be instantly applied without difficulty oi 
molestation; if he would not y leld ex¬ 
cept to actual force, that the serjeant 
should foithwith collect such a force as 
would overpower him, and render resist¬ 
ance hopeless. The honour of sir F. 
Burdett had misled the serjenut into a sup¬ 
position, that he would accompany him to 
the Toner the next morning; noi was the 
serjeant to blame for having so conceived 
of the intentions of sir F. Burdett, but it 
was t(i^ much to say that sir F. Burdett 
had lifokc his word[ with the serjeant. 
Ujibn the whole]! Mr. Wliitbicad said that 
he was willing to adopt any pailiamentary 
phrase, however stiong, to characteiize 
the Letter addressed to the Speaker, pro¬ 
vided no teiin of leffrence to any former 
proceeding was inserted; for the Letter 
Itself he thought oxcetdoiglj ill ''im¬ 
posed, ahd highly offimsue. 

The Soiicttor General ‘for Sco/fand was 
uesirousof retaining the oiigiiul woids, 

Mr. IVhtibread coul J nor consent to the 
word aggiavatidn, and proposed ** fla¬ 
grant/* as a parliamentary-word, and at the 
nime time a word %u(fidtently stro.^j 
lyid that the .expression shTKdd be, *' fla- 
gr^t breach of the piivilc^i of the 
House.** 

Mr. TkrHejf wished for an un^imoua 
dedisiqp, which he thonghfr tnigbt b^ ob¬ 
tained If the ChancelIor4>f the Exchequer 
#i)uld' lAhke infereit with the soticitoN 
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_ ineral for Scolbad ta give op the wotd 
" aggravation.” * 

*Mr. Wilb^orce thought the mode pro¬ 
posed by the hon. gent. (Mr. Wbitbu^) 
would be a more marked expressicm of 
the Sense of the House than the retaining 
the words of reference proposed by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Mr. Ouvn was of the same opinion. 

Mr. Adam expressed a similar opinion. 
Mr. Giles thought the House should 
ass a substantive condemnation of the 
tter without the words of reference* 

The Solicitor General for Scotland, dis¬ 
claimed any wish pertinaciously to insist 
upon bis opinion. 

•The Chancellor qf the Exchequer was e^t- 
tremely desirous of unanimity upon this 
occasion, and wished therefore to adopt 
the suggestion of the hon, gent. (Mr, Whit¬ 
bread). In order however that it might 
not appear on the Journals that the ori¬ 
ginal words relative to aggravation had been 
leil out, he requested he might be allowed 
to propose the words suggested by the hon. 
gent, as a pegt of the original motion. 

Mr. Whitbread consented. 

The Speaker requested to be informed of 


the wish of the House, as to whether the | to about 7,000 men. In the return 

was inclfided the Ooth reglmenl> which 


Letter of sir Francis Burdett should be en 
tered upon the Journals, observing, that 
there were precedents both ways,Bnfl that 
It was entirely optional with the House. 

It appearing to be the general sentiment 
that the Letter should not be inserted on 
the Journals, the S^^eaker said he would 
give directions accordingly.—It being aho 
understood that the Amendments moved 
should not appear on the Journd^ the 
Speaker said he woiid gi^e directioM^q- 
cordingly, and the question was put as an 
origmm motion, " That it is the opinion 
of this House, that the said Letter is a high 
and flagrant breach of the privileges of 
the House ; but it appearing from the re¬ 
port of the Serjeant at arms attending thili 
HdCne, that the wdi’iaDt of the ^^aker 
for the commitment of sir Francis*Burdett 
to the Tower fias been executed, this 
House will not, at this time, proceed fur¬ 
ther on thoaaid Letter.” Agreed pern. con. 

[ExcHEauBH BiLts.J Mr. Hldtbnad 
said, that a sta^rneq^ nad been banded to 
. him? from wUn it appeared, that on the 
day appojpmTor the holders of Exphes^ 
qnw jj Mio attend at the Exchequer SB 
TRflSeTfor the purpose of delivering (hem 
to be fuflded> persons were odmitM by a 
private ddor tfefore the public door upkO' 
opened, and that great pvtialUy ifBB 


abown impaking up the list. He 
fbre, thought an Inquiry was necessai^jr* 
Ihe iSumcelhr pf tht Etcheqaer waa i ‘ 
vinced it would be founds that there 
no ^ndationfor the statement which' 
beqn handed to the hon* gent. He agri 
however, in the necessity of inquiry»f 
moved for the appointment of a solee^ 
Committee Yor that purpose, which way 
agreed to. 



* H0US8 OF Loamp 

Thursday, April J' 

(Foreign Corps.] ^i'he Eqrl of 
pool prefiented a return of the 
strength of the foreign corps in the ienl|h 
of Great Britain, and explained \o the 
lordships the diiftreitee between the 
ber as appearing in the account he^ theq 
piesented to the Hoifte ; namely, 
and the number aastated in the ari^ 
timates, namely 25,000. lot the mrmet 
the West India regimenUj^ hectt U^* 
eluded, which were exclui^ from w 
army estimates under this headland whiqa 
did not properly come under the de|io<* 
mination of foreign corps; these amounted 


was excluded from this head in aixay 
estimates. ' This regiment 
five battalions, amoimting to aboqt SfiOQ 
men, a large portiod of wh&ia 
reigners. In the army estima&s# hheum 
under this he&d the 97th remment 
eluded, which was excluded, firput this 
turn, and he thought prope rly exc^^ 
as the regimenti^hficnqf^MlsisteaofIri ' 
Thus it wouldffe fpobd, that exch 
Westlpiim regiments and tim 
gim6fnm(e foreign coips would 
to about 18,000. 

The Earl of observed, that, 

doth regiment could not be properly 
ed amongst foreign corps, as thegrqatfus 
part of i& officers were British, 
promoted in common with the fft 

other regiments. 

T^ orderof the day having bqpiiqki0il^ 
ijSfi JKm said, if any spom ‘ 
cessary for his introducing .thUM 
would be found in tblT act or 
UiPKpg. relatiw 
(mimi troops into, 
onlf within the la^ 
shad been 
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the ^taifitt tltia conutrY famh Iiad been }jiovHlid that catholic wJ* an nlun. He 
the constitutionil jo^lun v U|H>ii this sub- ob'.eivtiU^hat tins act passtti on the lOjh 
jeet pieviouslv entertainul, tint it u is ol July, a penod of tin session w In n little 
only upon paificular cuni ^incits, and or jjo alUntion couid be paid lo it, and 
under special cnciiiustam.ii>, lliat foiei^ii wlun it uas pioliably not cotisu](.itd wuh 
troops wore allovitd to tnioi tin* < ountry tn\ delibiration ideijuatc tuitsnnpoitaiice. 
Hy the ai t of the 2*Hh Gto Catnips of Jlitii lordships vv< le awaie, that by ihe 
tins descMplion h id bitn loinicd foi soi- i< t oi stuknictit, ibeappointnn nt ol a fo- 
Tice in Anil IK I, but it v\ns specially m i^nci to any plan ol pi« fitundir 

enacted, tint ihc colonel should be a theciouiiMasicndiicd ille^il. Piciiousto 


iiatui il bom subject of his Majesty. Sub¬ 
sequently theie Uus in irl made to ailon 
of ceitaiii Heasiaii and Hiiioviiian tioup!> 
rtoiainin.' in the country, fiieii undet tiu 
fcai of invasion. *Ia the Arncncin wai 
<il»o, thtie had been a eonimunnatnn 
made to paili uncut on the su'jtcrof Hes¬ 
sian and Hanovciio^ tioo|js coming into 
thccountiy,and an actHasspeunllv pass¬ 
ed. In all llipsc actSfbouf\e;t, ihc .le ite st 
caution was used, and the most watchlul 
constitutionil jealousy appeared Ifui 
Within the I «st ten yens a s^sUin of I'm- 
ploying forcji>n tioops and McJ^-,n i;c- 
nerais had ^rown up. \vh ch he couh) 
not but considei as In^hly unconstitu¬ 
tional and impioper thr act ot tin 

41 -th of the Kin^, the cinplojnnnt of re¬ 
giments oi ioui^n tioops 111 iln couiliy 
to a I mited cMent was le' ili/ed, uni al.o 
the appointment of foiei^ii olneers then in, 

• the reason assigned foi uhn h w is tint the 
tioops might have oOicei-i aequauned with 
their manners and langinge Ibis wi a 
^O^fcrtly good and inteliigdilc leason. but 
itwas cvidnit, fioin the continued u 
of the woiclmtiie inovisums of thitact. 
that the act onlv intended to apply to 
and authuHze the appt o'UneiiUoi toingn 
regimental ofjjccis and notn) tin cinplo^- 
iiicnl of loicign gciictals Nld 
. not but consider, that the empio*) nitnt ol 
foreign gcnnalsin Great Bniain could 
only be sanciioned by a stiaincd and 
foired coiistruetion eif the act, winch the 
object of It,as designated intlie preamble, 
could by no tueaus waiiMiit It was tiui, 
there weregencial words (owaids the con¬ 
clusion of the aet, the meaning of which 
was eloubtful; but if they were to by con¬ 
strued to authoii/e the appointment of fo- 
reign generals, as^y^resent upon the stall, 
they must be taken to go much fui^ier, 
and to sanction the appointment of a sfo- 
reigner to any niilitaiy command £vq\ 
that of commanelet m chief. Nay, land 
he threw this out for the suious con^fera- 
tion of the noble loids opposite,) 

might uitiior this constivctijln of the' 
*ij|i^ppoiat a catholj^c command^m chief, 


that act ill thee u ly p iitof ihe lei^n oi il- 
iiain d, thcie had bctnso.ic (li^tinw,uishcd 
f( Il igntIs employ cd is iici aK in the JBt i- 
(isli s line, piitnulailv marshal bcliom- 
berg. who In Id i hi.;h i onnri md in lit land. 
Tiie act oi sitiknnnb liowtvi i Mtidiiid 
tuat priiti illegal, an I i( so (ontirnicM, 
unless it a as to L« consnkicd is kgaluid 
bv the general woiiU ^ the at t oi tin I Uk 
of tIu Kin to wlin li hi hilnicntd He 
could not I)ut (oiisidct tin app oiiiriietit of 
foicigti giinius on til stdi is hi^^hly 
obji ction ihk, and niou pnuliolv so, 
thatduv should hue tin loiuiiMnd oi dis 
tiirts andih(i(b\ havi tin cofriinanf] of 
Hiitish geneials iiid oiii imtnt tioops 
TIuk apjiiKil itso to In a miv iin- 
[iiopci piitiiiitv siiwtt tow lids thisi to 
n ign tioops uul gLinials ]i nipi ntd i n 
tin 1 ici oi Un uiiiins tint tin evpmse 
of (hj fort 1.40 ( iviliv w Is stain] il ill 
p( I loin, whilst lint of oiii own c iva ly 
amount d to only 11/ pci man In the 
arct^ioL iihewisc of tin ihiigis ioi jc- 
(fuit ig, tlan appi n d i uii il dispio- 
poll; m, tin chu-,t btuip, 1 foi our 

own til aim untnig to 17I-,<1()0 nun, 
ivhil i .111 ihc istiiinit foi uciuitimtlu 
loiiijip lit ops tin lint ,41 w IS jO.ikXI/ I )i 
/xy*j,0'J0 iiifii "vVith iispi-tt to tlip 
foicign oil • Is also, it appe iied th i1. ihe 
wliole of thosr, who wtti on tin star), 
wen (ithei coioui-lsoi iiiuUnani lotoiuk 
un full pav > wiiilst half our own ollnm 
on thf staff wci« coloticis oi iiniuniiit co¬ 
lonels on half p ly ,ai\d u w is known that, 
by a lehultilioii. tln^se utlieeis on liafi piy 
wlij> vvtie a))pointi d on Uic si iff lost tin u 
naif pay, whilst tliusi who weie in full 
paj retained it. He ind thou..,lU it light 
to call then Toidships* itteiit^on to tins 
subject, con,yciving, as be did, that the 
employment of sudua ndnihtr of fofeign 
tioops was in these timeih^^treinelv ini- 
]>cfiitic if not highlj danget^Js. Many 
of them were natives ot counftn/^.jipw 
under the dominion of the enemy, and 
might have to fight against then countiy- 
meu In the set vice of ^ the enemy. This 
was a ftituatioa la whic& men ought nut to 
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the kiiig^ but he could not help ihiaking 
that the words of the act left roovi for 
some doubt. The faw was, however, that 
no foreign general had the command of a 
district j those generals commanded their 
own brigades, and it was highly useful to 
the service that they should do so, horn 
their ac(]uaiiit.iiice with the manners and 
language of the troops. 11 it he was leady 
to admit that a foreign gencial mi^lit ac- 
cidentalh have the command of jhemi- 
lltid or other troops in adi^iiict in which 
he was statipned. ills lordship s}IolSe in 
high terms of the services of the tuops of 
the German Legion wherever tley had 
been employed, afld aLo of th^ gV^erals, 
particularly barons Lin.ingen anf Alteii, 
with whom he had been on servitc. As 
to the number of foreign troops^ctually 
stationed in Great Britain and Icland. it 
did not exceed d,0()0 inen.< lie llionght, 
however, that the noble far! (Lverpool) 
had said more than be had intlnded^ to 
say in stating Uiat the legislature md sanc- 
‘ Uoned the constilutionality of* pe intro¬ 
duction of foi cign troo[)s. 

The Eai‘1 of Liverpool in e^Ianation 
observed, that he had never iitcnded to 
^ay that the legislature had sanctoned tlic 
coastitutiouality of inlroducirij foreign 
troops, but niwly that the a/ts wiiKh 
had passed had by legalising i iidered it 
> not uiiconstitutionjl in minister to intio- 
duce thehe troops into the cou^ry. 11c 
ceitainiy f'lfvtr cicnnt to give p tlic old 
.i^-^^stitUblonal jjiMiciple; op ih< contrary, 
he ronsldeicd ibe,se Jattf r acts s excep¬ 
tions to thergeiieial principle, j 

Lord Ojc/.iiiik roj^g to say a pw words 
on this subject; firit, wi'' respf t to what 
the noble stcietary of sl^ fid allude^ j 
to respecting a bill passed 
. months he had last the hunoui of serving 
his Majesty. He wi&hed no e lords lo 
recollect, that a bill on this pbject was 
passed at the close of the stssm of 1804; 
and he hoped they wmuld taWthe benedt 
of example fiom this ii^nce, and 
every other of tliis kind, »] in future 
guard against the dillicultiesnd dangers 
consequent on such a mode f introducing 
important bills into parJiaiint, or they 
would but ill disfdiarge thr dutj^. He 
Would venture to say, thativvas in cigtt- 
aequence of such a practicelhat the em¬ 
ployment of foreign geneiv remainen » 
ftiatte( of legal doubt, eja under the 
provifllans of that bill, n^fithstandul a 
practice of six years ewnuaneof^ 
nvbich doubts might have {ed effi^tually 


prevented, if that act hjd been precisely 
and properly framed at first. When he,, 
and those with whom he acted, proposed 
the bill alluded to; in 1800 , they gave no 
opinion on the subject, and, consequently, 
none could be fairly imputed to them. 
The formation of the measure was in 1804, 
and the troops had been sent abroad, 
where most properly such troops should 
he sent, to their own countty, to the north 
of Germany. During the first week the 
noble lord was in oOice, he was in daily 
fear tint army would “never return : 
but luckily it was^aved from the wreck of 
(rcrmany, and from the rashness of admi* 
nistration. lie also at the same period 
learned the incieasc of their numb^s. 
They had been invited to join the British 
standard in conscipKOce of advice (which 
would have hern rcluitantly given by 
himsiilf,) not as fugitives, but for the deli¬ 
verance ot their own country, and of Eu¬ 
rope, on the faith of a proclamation. 
Their situation bad to a certain degree 
become desperate, and they were on their 
way to the British shores. It was in that 
case impos&ihle to exercise any discretion 
on the subject; nothing was a more im¬ 
perious duly than io keep sacitd our faith. 
Whether the original question were right 
or wrong, ministers on that occasion had 
no oRtion. The present mmi^iters wished 
always, from a bad habit, to shore ofl're- 
spoiibibility on the shoulders of others. 
He could assure them that he came down 
disposed not merely to defend the policy 
he had adopted, but* also that of 1801'. 
He was npt afraid to avow his opinion, 
that tly circumstances of this country and 
of F^jpe rendered i} advisable, to a h- 
r/jlCcd extent, to employ such troops to 
fight in the common cause. The impres¬ 
sion on his mind was not against the em¬ 
ployment of the troops, but against the 
number of foreign generals commanding 
districts. This was a case that ought not 
to admit of doubts, wbvcb, it was unnevv^s- 
sary lor9iim to say, might, under certain 
r'raniiotances, be questioned in the roost 
disagreeable manner. He was much ob¬ 
liged to his noble friend (lortl Kosslyn) 
for his statement respoctii^ the manner 
of employing the foreign cmcers, of whom 
and of the troops, heliad doubt of the 
iqerits* They (the office^; should be 
employed as brigadier generals it; 
was always an inconvenience whentlrty - 
were employed in higher command, espe¬ 
cially^ at home. Government ought 
\herefore, to take great care tlin -u;!i 



commaad should {ie, if possible, but tem¬ 
porary. ' The King's servants werc^bound, 
in such a case, to exercise more than usual 
caution. 

The other orders of the day were then 
read ; after which, their lord^litps ad¬ 
journed. 


HOUSE OP COMMONS. 

Thursdayt April 12. 

[Rpioi.uTiONs*RCSPEr'iiNG Mu. IIuht’s 
Securities.] Mr. Vakraft rose. lie 
had, he said, given notice of two motions, 
the one respecting the very rcprehonMble 
conduct of the board of ordlhnce, in not 
taking securities for the fidelity of Mr,' 
Hunt in the responsiblo situation hcfilled; 
the other lor tne expulsion of Mr. Hunt, 
as a member of tiiat House. The latter 
motion he should postpone for the present, 
as certain documents necessary to be in 
the hands of members were not yet printed. 
The former motion, he should bring cn 
*now, in doing which, he felt it quite un¬ 
necessary to trouble tlie House at any 
length, the facts were in themselves so 
simple, and the duty of the House to pass 
a strong censure on the parties implicated, 
!iO obvious and so urgent. It appeared 
from the general orders in the i*eig(n of 
Charles 11. that a regulation was made for 
the direction of the board of ordnance, 
by the neglect of which, in the case of 
Mr. Hunt, that board had been guilty of 
a gi eat 2 tnd reprehensible omission, where¬ 
by the public had sustained ^ loss of 
10,000/. and for which, according to* every 
principle (»f justice, they ought to bujce- 
sponsible. Under the general order *10 
whicti he alluded, the board were bound 
lo oblige the treasurer of the ordnance, 
before he was allowed to proceed upon 
the duties of his office, to find securities 
for 10 , 000 /. such as the board should 
thinbheligible. and ifs the treasur}^ should 
approve. But although Mr. Hunt had, 
for the second tfnie, been appointed • to 
this office so far back as lb07, he was 
never obliged by the boaid to enter into 
any suieties, and he absconded from his 
office, and left tlw country tfith a deficit 
in hit account^ms aif|)earcd from the ord¬ 
nance rei^’^ of i)3,2y6/. • It appeai;^<l 
from the^^port on the table, that a letter 
died 1^11 written to Mr. Hunt by Mr. 
Crewe, secretary of the board, and dated 
Apiil 22,1shortly after the appoint¬ 
ment of Mr. Hunt; requiring him to enter 
into the sureties prescribeSi; but from that 
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time forth it did*nqteppear, by any docu¬ 
ment accompanyin^he report, or by arty 
evidence whatever, that any further sieps 
had been taken by the bojtd to oblige 
Mr. Hunt to give the necessary securities. 
Now this was so palpable a breach of duly 
on the part of the board as it was impos¬ 
sible to pass by without censure# consist- 
tenilv with any attention to tlic respon- 
«>ibiliiy of public officers trusted with the 
niones of the country. If the board had 
any tTcfonceto after for this flagrant omis¬ 
sion, he should be glad to hiar it. He 
had searched and inquired for a motive in 
every qua**ter, but coul^ find none. The 
board of ordnance were amply paid for 
their own services; they were amply 
aided by subordinate officers; they sat 
but three days in a week, and, therefore, 
could have nn plea •of being so over¬ 
whelmed with business as not to have lime 
to intend to fheir duly in this ca«oin fact, 
they c^uld have no excuse. There was 
.something peculiarly indulgent in the 
conduct of the board to this gentleman, 
Mr. Hunt, on the ground of sitrelies, for 
which he (Mr. Calcraft) was totally at a • 
loss to account. Upon Mr. Hunt's first 
appointment to the treasurership, in 1805, 
he was suffered fo remain eighteen months 
in his office without producing his sure¬ 
ties ; and after liis second appointment, 
three whole yeais passed without oblig** 
ing him to produce or enter 'into any. 
Having statcd#the«e facts, he felt nothj:;^ , 
more now necessary than to state to the 
House the resolutions he had to offier. It 
might be said that tlyi/.T;? 3 akrtionlaid down ^ 
in the general j jer of Charles the Second 
only inijprerative upon the master ge- 
ordnance. But every one 
knew that for a long scries of years the • 
olficial management of the ordnance busi¬ 
ness devolved upon the board. At pre¬ 
sent, he believed that there was no such 
officer as the ma-.lcr gcneial of the ord¬ 
nance ; and he did not mean to impute 
the slightest blarnc to lord Chatham, who, 
he believed, knew nothing whaievei ot the 
transaction. The hon, member then read 
his Resolutions as follow 

1st, Resolved, That u appears to this 
Ilo 'se, that Joseph Hunt, esq. member 
thi\IIouse, ha*! been twice treasurer of hia 
Majesty's board of ordnance. That 
wasmearly eighteen months in that office 
on fir'^t appointment in 1S03, befijne 
, atiy *st"'urity, was obtained; and that o& 
his secoi^ appointment in*1807> It if not 
recorded^ the,^rdna^e department, tha 
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securijty whatever, was given by- him, 
rV. That there is^ a balance of S>3,5!y6Y. 
against the said Joseph Hunt, esq.-as late 
u^asurcr of the ordnance. .1. I'hat the 
" maHter-general of his Majesty's ordnance 
is directed in the original instructions ot 
kins Charles '2. under which he and the 
board now act, to take from the treasurer 
upon his first entrance on the execution 
of his place, security to such an amount 
,fts he may judge necessary, and as shall 
be approTcd of by the treasury. •1'.#That 
the security *^(aken in the first ircasurership 
of Joseph Hunt, esq. nearly 18 monihs 
after his entraiicecan the execution of his 
place, w'^as IO,0()0/. 5, That no security 

was taken on the second appointment of 
Joseph Hunt, esq. (j. That it is tlie opi¬ 
nion of this House the master-general and 
the board of ordnance have^bcen guilty of 
a breach of the instructions under whicli 
• tliey act, and by which they ought to be 
formed, in neglecting to take security ftom 
,Joseph Hunt, a member of thss blouse; 
and are responsible to answer as to this 
omission of duly, which, from the state of 
^the balances against the said Josepli Hunt, 
bas actually occasioned a lons of l(J,000/. 
to the public.” 

Mr. A, Cooper intended no opposition to 
the main part of the resolutions; but 
'Would contend that it clearly appeared 
that the board at least had not been defi¬ 
cient in duty. A minute liad beeji 
jQjade to direct Mr. Hunt's securities to be 
caWed for, with which it turned out that 
he had not^ complied; but this involved 
ho culpability of the board. He rernem- 
.bered when a" sTlKttai harge, had been 
brought in the case of H. fSt. John 
JVIildmay's compensation ag^st* 
sury board ; but on its appe!mtig, that 
the error was the work of inferior officers, 
and his right bon. friend the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had no share of that 
error, the censure of the House did not 
attach to the proceeding, as an instance of 
the general negligence of the board of 
treasury. It would be in the present in¬ 
stance an unnecessary and unusual^exer- 
cise of their judgment to censure the board 
of ordnance, which lay under simitar cir- 
'(pumstances; but tb’-obviate a similar oc¬ 
currence, he should move for leav£ to 
bnng in a bill to regulate the sccurit/ 'fo 
be taVen for the faithful discharge of the 
^duties bf public offices, and for vacating 
if^uch offices,, unless such^^tfecurity ytft>u^d 
%e given within a limited ^ tim^ The 
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t ijOOO/. stood against Mr. .Hunt, after 
first re^'giiabon of office. He must jan 
the whole deprecate , so severe a censure 
as that proposed by the hon. gent, on the 
opposite side. 

Mr. Ponsonhy was surpri-!ed that an act 
like that which had been just stated should 
have occurred, but was still more .surprised 
at the defence, the idle, ^superfigHt. and 
vague defence, which was attempted to 
exonerate the board from the blame it .so 
justly had incurrud. Tha defence increas¬ 
ed the crime; there was no ignorance of 
(he original transaction ; Mr. Hunt's se¬ 
curities had been noted, and a minute 
made; but tlie precaution which might 
have saved n large sum of money to fiio 
public WHS oinm«' I. with the idle and inso¬ 
lent levity of men cA.*de«.s ot public opi¬ 
nion or public duty, lie would mil. say 
that the inembtTs of the board of ordnance 
were all actuated by the same spirit; but 
it was ol)viou8 that there had been a grenr 
neglect:, and how was it accounted for ? 
The board had directed their secretary to« 
do the bu.dncss. He (Mr. Ponsonby) 
knew nothing of the coii.siitution of the 
board ; but if the House could be induced 
to pass over such a transaction, it would be 
absurd in them to expect that the countrv 
w'onld respect their purity or their preten¬ 
sion* lie would be glad to .see the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer stand up in 
hi.s place, and after being forced to name 
the transaction which was then berol*c 
them, tell them by v'hat title the House 
was to set Ibrth itself as the guardian of 
the public j)in-se, if it should sutler it to 
passb}^ with impunity- Was itpossihle that 
^jhfTordnance boaid' should be .so much 
employed as not to have time to enquire 
whether the secretary had done his duty ? 
The gentlemen on the opposite side seem¬ 
ed inclined to throw the blame on the se¬ 
cretary ; but was any negligence, of his 
to excu.se theirs? 10,000/. wa.s but a small 
sum compared with tlie heavy losst^ich 
had been sustained—it \yas small in those 
expcnces to which the present unfortunate 
slate of the world urged us ; but the prin¬ 
ciple was most important; anfi if this act 
pa.s.s6d without censure, nothing, he^ was 
convinced, could pfrsuaiHe the people of 
the honestv or the virtueN^the House of 
*Cetnmons. * 

I'he Chancellor q/* the ExckeSiiei iu .woul d 
not defend the ordnance board; buTiEe 
present censure was unsuitad t«f any na¬ 
tional purpose of correction* ' He must 
however, rectify a misconception which 
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-occurred as to the loss of the security, 
l^at Joss was acthally but 5^0001. so fkr as 
the negligence of the board might have 
been concerned. Th^re were to be two 
securities of 2,5001, each, with Mr. Hunt’s 
own for 5,0(X)/. This last would, of course, 
have gone, notwithstanding any previous 
vigilance of the board. The letter of Mr. 
Crewe, desiring the security, was then on 
the table^this«security was not given, and 
so far there was an error, but the board 
had done its duty. He knew that the 
board ought Ai strictness—(the word 
* strictness’ was echoed from the opposite 
side)—Gentlemen miglit quarrel with the 
Word, but though in siHctnoss tlic hoard 
shjiuld have seen that the duty was done, 
there w'as no censure to be attached Co 
them for not following their inferior oiTi- 
cers throughout the minute detail of their 
business ; a c^tain degree of confidence 
must be reposed in* those inferior officers. 
Whatever neglect had occurred was the 
neglect of Mr. Crewe; yet it was to be 
hoped that the Hou^e, acknowledging the 
‘ services of that highly meritorious officer, 
would not thnik a censure on his conduct 
the proper mode of proceeding. Thus 
situated, his hon. friend (Mr. A. Coopei) 
had proposed a resolution in addition to 
those before the House, which, admitting 
the fact of negligence, went to prcvrmt its 
recurrence. The neglect was undoubtedly 
to be charged to the secretary ; but his 
services should stand between him and any 
severe proceeding on the part of the 
House.’ But he believed there was no 
very violent intention against Mr. Crewe; 
he could do nothing in one way* or the 
other \vilh party, and it w’as only with 
party that tlie gentlemen’on the opposiCe 
side** were anxious to have to do. 

Mr. Barham found that the same prac¬ 
tice was resorted to on all similar occasions. 
Hie crime was always to be thrown off 
the principal on the subordinate officer. 
The right hon. gent*, had just sait]^ that we 
should consider on whom the censure was 
to fall ; but the'true mode of proceeding 
was quite the reverse; the only question 
waS| whether censure was deserved, and 
this should be decided, without at all 
considering where it was t6 fall. As to 
the 'right hon. gent.’s insinuation about 
sparing Mr. Crew'e, because his good or 
^vil coirfd not aliect party, it was unjust 
aihd'unfair. The right hon. gent, would 
be ashamed of it on a little reflection, and 
regret that in a peevish moment he threw, 
out an aspersion Which jt was impossible ^ 
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that he should believe. He was not fond 
of usingstrong words, but he was persuaded 
that the right hon. gent, knew there was 
no ground whatever for so idle an insinua^ 
tion. What would the public think if the 
House should itself determine to screeir 
oiTences like those which were then calling 
fot their fullest revision. 

Mr. Whitbread w'ished to ask one or two 
questions. Gentlemen on the other side 
had talked of the laborious duties and mi- 
nutis (he thought that was the word) of 
the 'master general of the ordnance’s 
business. (No, from the treasury benches.) 
Well then, the minutis of the board, of 
which he, is the head; -^hat board sat three 
days in the week, and between three 
and four hours each lime. Here was an 
oppressive occupation! Did Mr. Crewe 
make no return of his not having received 
the securities; ami did the omission of 
that return, which it was their duty to hare 
obtained, or have known the cause of its 
delay, awake none of the sensibilities 
of that^ ilfustrious board, who sat, like the 
guJs of Epicurus, enjoying their tranquH 
elevation, without allowing it to be ruffled 
by any care of governing ? Did they not 
not look over their own minutes, to see if 
their own orders had been complied with 
or not? But when it was determined to 
do nothing, the honest excuse was, that 
there was too much to do. There had* 
now been no master-general for more than 
a month, and the Chancellor *of the Ex¬ 
chequer iiad declared that no injury bad ^ 
been sustained by his iion-appointment. 
Here, then, there was a sinecure office. 
Why not find a duty for the lazy emolu¬ 
ment of the masi'er general, and let him 
look over the securities ? The resolutions 
beforc‘'the House were fair and unexag* 
gerated ; the mere statement of the facU 
If they should then decline to do their 
duty, it was a farce to talk of responsibi¬ 
lity ; it would be idle to sit there, a mock 
tribunal, to try allegations which it was 
previously determined to find false, or to 
give ajudgment which was only a ridicute 
upon the principles of public and deliber¬ 
ative justice. Who was the proposer of 
the new act ? A member of that very 
board of ordnance,who admitted the whole 
chlircc, and yet siirank firom its cCnclu^ 
sicn." Resubmitted it to, he would call 
It, \he modesty of the House, to say whe- 
ther> with ilmse facts before them, they 
coufl ventuici.4o look the public in 
'face, Jv>kncwledginp that negligence 
was su jered to operate ftr three year^ 
2T ^ 
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till the public lost IO,O0O/. by it; also ac- 
liuowleilging that they did not think, or 
.were not allowed to lliink, the negli¬ 
gence deserving of ceiuurc. 

Mr. Jofmstone thought it would be wrong 
.to pass overmuch a t ircunibtmice eniireiy ; 
vet, as no charge of intentional guilt had 
l)teu brought hn ward, the propca.^d ten- 
£uve appeared to him rather too severe. 
Tiifi oun-siiojj might have easily orcurred 
iu the iitiiltiphi'iiy of business in a great 
public oliice. lie sliould, therefore, pro¬ 
pose as an amendment to the resoiutbn of 
cciJ-sure, the' following one; That it was 
the opinion of the House, the master- 
general and boD'd of ordiunce were 
guilty of a neg'cet of duty, in not obtain¬ 
ing security from Mr. Hunt, the late trea¬ 
surer of the ordnance." 

iMr. Calcr^ift could not let the motion 
passaway in that manner. ]For what were 
enormous salaries to be given, and palaces 
to he bought, for public oflicers? For 
what were 3,000/. 2,000/. 1,500Z. a yeai to 
be given, but for doing public duty, and 
guarding against negligence ? But why 
expect ^1 the duty from the secretary ? 
Five members sat at the board tabic three 
times a week, with frequently but very 
little ill their portfolios, while one secre¬ 
tary attended, and was fully occupied 
every day from ten in the morning tilt si^ 

^ in the evening; the board attending only 
from twelve to four, or five. He would 
ask any geptlcman in the habit of attend¬ 
ing at public boards, whether when a 
^ letter was sent, the answer was not looked 
for at the regular time ? Why was not 
Mr. Hunt’s security rigorously required, 
when it was known that he haddeft oflicc 
before with a balance of 11,000/. against 
him/ A greatsum was lost in.»conse- 
queace; yet even if nothing were lost 
but the security, 10,000/. were too much ; 
uay 10s. .of the public money would be 
too much to be thrown in such a manner 
away. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
amused himself with observations on the 
party feeling which might make them 
spare Mr. Crewe, because his injury could 
not aflect party But was the surveyor- 
general of the ordnance a person con¬ 
nected with party/ In this view the board 
Ordnance was not* worth powder ^nd 
shut; it was not worth five farthings, 
whether the present members were ir- os 
out, so^far us party purposes were con¬ 
cerned ; but there was a principle wich 
would account for his pressing the,poinfcV{ 
He was, as a of that bound 


to look into the disposal of the public 
money. Thin as the Mouse was then, 
could itjbe supposed that he (Mr. C.) felt 
himself so much lowered in the opinion of 
his iricads as not to be able to have col¬ 
lected a I'uller attendance, if party [lur- 
poses were concerned ? but his only ob¬ 
ject w'as public justice. Was thereto be 
censure or not / If the minister had a mi¬ 
nister's power, he would |j»ve displaced 
some of the members of that board; but 
bound up in trammels, as he was, he must 
submit, and appear in House the 
humble apologist or the boasting defender 
of conduct which he must know to be in¬ 
consistent with every feeling of public 
duty. There were ill the board but two 
active situations ; one that of the survey¬ 
or, and the oUm r that which was held by 
the hon. gent. (Mr. A. Cooper}; the rest 
were the mure sleeping partners of the 
concern. When he (Mr. Calcraft) wa* 
at the board, he always demanded secu¬ 
rity, and followed up the demand. If the 
hon. gent.’s (Mr. .Johnstone's) resolution 
were more acceptable, he must be satisfied 
with it, but not till he had <.ricd his own. 

Mr. A,Cooper begged leave to call totho 
hon, gent.'s remembrance, that Mr. Ridge, 
the ordimncc agent, had been sufiered to 
remain in his olfice for a year without se- 
curitv, though largo sums of money, at 
least 100,000/. a year were passing through 
his hands. 

Mr. Calcraft professed his total igno¬ 
rance of the transaction : he only wished 
to have his public Conduct thotoughly 
sifted, in every situation in which he was 
placed } and if he had not done his duty 
in the fullest maimer, he was ready to sub¬ 
mit to all the censure which could'be laid 
upon him. He had no idea of affixing in¬ 
dividual or peculiar blame to the master- 
general. 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer thought 
that it was no wonder, when the hon. 
member so triumphantly boasted o£ his 
perfection, that his hon. friend near him 
(Mr. A. Cooper) should have produced a 
jlumbering fact, to make him recollect 
that it was at least human to err. It was 
rather evident, that in the zeal of his re¬ 
form the hon.-gent, wash'msclf not infal¬ 
lible. The act now proposed was to pre¬ 
vent a recurrence of the injury which had 
occurred, and by operating as a check on 
the person who received the office, it Would- 
do more to cflecl its purpofe than any sti¬ 
mulus applied to the board., 

Mr. Fonsonb^ did not know what efisef 
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tke fact just stated might have had on the 
House, but it had none on him. Allowing 
tRat there bad been a neglect on the part 
of the hon. gent, near him, it could not 
excuse the negligence of others. Recri¬ 
mination was not justification ; this agent 
i^tdge, was appointed by the master-ge¬ 
neral, tmd no minutes of his appointment, 
or his security, were laid on the board 
table. Millions, or at lea^t many 100,000 

S ounds in the year passed through Mr. 

[unt's hands, yhilc Mr. Ridge was in¬ 
trusted with a far inferior chaive of the 
public money. 

The question was then put on the $c- 
Tcral Resolutions. 'I'he first five were 
adopted. The previous question was moved 
on the sixth, with a view to the adojition 
of the following Resolution. 

** That it id^e opinion of this House, 
the master-general and board of ordnance 
have been guilty of an omission of duty, in 
neglecting to take security from Joseph 
Hunt, esq., a member of this House, and 
. late treasurer of the ordnance, in con¬ 
formity to the instructions under which 
they act.^' 

Mr. Ca/cra/i thanked the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer for the vote he had at 
length given, by which he admitted that 
the blame did not attach to the Secretary, 
as ha originally contended, but to the 
Board. He now thought it his duty to 
defy his hon. friend opposite to bring for¬ 
ward the charge alluded to against him. 
He should not call 4iim his friend only, 
builds thrice honoured friend, if he would 
do so, and afturd liim an oppoYtunity of 
meeting it. He thought it impossible, 
after the Resolution’ last adopted by the 
Hoi\se, that they should now fail in declar¬ 
ing the conduct of the board to be censu- 
vable. if they did not do so, away at once 
with all ideas of votes of censure proceed¬ 
ing from that House. He should there¬ 
fore move, “ That,for such omission of 
duty, the said Board is deemed censurable 
by this House.'^ . , 

Mr. Jo/msto7je certainly thought it his 
duty to vote against this Resolution. The 
House had* already censured the conduct 
of the board of qrdnance in .tins particu¬ 
lar. , To prevent thopofisibility ol the re¬ 
currence of such an evil was now the pre¬ 
ferable mode of proceeding This, ’he 
lihought/ could be only done l>y a 
bill; but, he hoped it would provide that 
the sccurHies should be in a greater pro¬ 
portion to the suQis passing through the 
Treasurer's hands, than «they -at present 
bore. 


Mr. Whiibrtad thought it impossible fo'' 
the House, after the Resolution they *had 
come to, not to follow it up with cen¬ 
sure. The right hon. the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had at first endeavoured to 
throw' the blame on Mr. Crew'c, and had 
no objection to his being censured, pro¬ 
vided he could skreen his headless Board, 
vyhicli he could get no person to take off 
liis hands. The blame, however, being 
now declared to belong to the unfortunate' 
Boavl, he presumed to think that a cen¬ 
sure must follow, ^upposio^ a bill to be 
introduced in the terms proposed, and that 
the board did notchusa to inquire for one 
or two years whether the ‘treasurer bad 
lodged his .securities, but on finding that 
he had not, should then dismiss him,*\vhat 
security xvaa this that he might not then 
retire, owing ^a balance eqtial to that due 
by Mr. Hunt ^ He could Jiot conceive 
that even in a House like the present 
(tifere being very few member.^ in the 
Jloascj tl/ey could come to a vote that that 
board w^as not to be censured. 

The Chancellor qf she Exchequer could not 
deny that in point of slriclnesa the heads 
of the board svere i-esponsible. The 
greatest degree of responsibility, however, 
he thought, attached to the secretary. 
He f^hould not move to negative the Re¬ 
solution, but sdiould move the previous • 
question. 

Mr. H. Thm'nton thought the Resolu¬ 
tion rather superfluous. It appeared to 
be doingover again w'hat had beenalready * 
done. As it was agreed that praise should 
not be too freely bestowed, the same rule, 
he thought, should extend to censure also. 
He suspected that much was owing to 
something amiss in the constitution of the 
Board. He could not, however, negative, 
the motion, neither did he altogether ap¬ 
prove of the previous question, but w as 
anxious that the Resolution should be'* 
withdrawn. * 

After strangers wxpe excluded, and be¬ 
fore the division, a conversation arose, to 
the following eflcct: 

Mr. Babington said, that he could not 
agree to the previous que.stion. He was 
satisfied there was blame, and he thought 
it i^flicicntly exprebed in tlie preceding 
Resolution, therefore he might think tho 
additional censure now proposed super^ 
fluous; but the previous question }vas in- 
consStent will^ the censure already ex^ 
pressed, and fie could not vote what was 
inconsistent "with that. [Jlcar ! hcar^) 
He wishtd the Resolution to be withdrawn, 
but if not ue support it. 
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Mr. Wilbetforce differed with his hon. 
friend, and conceived the previous ques* 
tion only meant that the House thought it 
had sumcientl^ censured the conduct of 
the Ordnance in the former Resolutions. 
He tliought that conduct well deserving 
of censure, and therefore he had sup¬ 
ported the Resolution to that effect. Hav¬ 
ing done so, he was against going farther. 

Mr. Brougham preferred the view taken 
of this question by his hon. friend (Mr. 
Babingtoii), to that adopted by his hon. 
friend behind (Mr. Wilberforce), aniS for 
this reason—that by voting for the pre¬ 
vious question, tl^e House in fact said, 
whereas the board is censurable,^therefore 
we will not censure them. Let gentlemen 
reflect well before they told the country 
that the consequence of a public board 
being almost unanimously found to have 
been guilty of great neglect'of duty, was, 
that no notice whatever should be taken 
of it. [Hear, hear ! j This was, in a few 
words, the meaning of the vuie^or the 
previous question. 

Mr. G. Wilson could not agree with his 
hon. friend (Mr. Brougham). He thought 
be rehned too much on the matter. All 
bad agreed in voting a certain measure of 
censure, and he was not for voting any 
more. 

Mr. Bankes denied that there was aiTy 
necessity for those who voted for the for¬ 
mer voting for the present Resolution. He 
heartily approved of the former vote, be- 
. cause it inflicted a censure on the board 
of Ordnance, which they appeared to him 
to have deserved. It was highly neces¬ 
sary to express the opinion of.the House 
on this point for the sake of the public ser¬ 
vice and of justice. But he thouj^ht the 
present motion superfluous. The Resolu¬ 
tion last passed was a censure on the 
board, and had been passed almost unani- 
amously, at least without a division. He 
^erefore was against this new and addi¬ 
tional censure, which was only adding 
one opinion to another of the same sort. 
He was for the previous question on this 
ground, that a censure had already^ been 
passed by the House on the board. 

Mr. Tiemty was against the previous 
question, for the reasons given by his hoii. 
friends (Messrs. Babington and Broug¬ 
ham). It was saying to the country* 
there have b^en abuses, therefore we woirt 
reprobate them. There had been*neg¬ 
lect, therefore we won’t censure it. /Naj', i 
we have found by our vote, Yhat l|a*e board 'I 
Is blameable, merefore werefuse^o blame 
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it. As for the censure al{eady passed, ib* 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had denied 
that the*' board was to blame, and had 
thrown all on the secretary ; and the ceii# 
sure said to have passed did not touch the 
secretary at all. Other members threw 
all on the board, and be, for one member, 
voted, on this ground, and one on that, 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
his own view and his own vote. It was 
necessary to be more precise, and as all 
agreed (at least no one said the contrary, 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer did 
not venture to divide) that the board was 
highly censurable, it was more manly and 
consistent to say so in plain terms. Ha 
therefore should support the motion of l^is 
Hon. friend. 

On the division which then took place, 
the numbers were. 

For the additional Resotution of 


Censure . 18 

For the previous question. 54 


Majority for the previous question 3(S 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, April 13. 

[Ordnance Department.] Mr. Cal- 
craft observed, that in consequence of an 
accusation made in the progress of the 
last night’s discussion by the hon. gent, 
opposite (Mr. A. Cooper) supported by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, against 
him, whilst he had tlq^ honour to hold the 
office of secretary to the board of Ord¬ 
nance, he'then felt it his dut}^ to give no¬ 
tice, that on this night he would move for 
pertain papers, in kis own vindication. 
The charge then advanced against^him 
was, that he had not required from Mr. 
Ridge, who was appointed by the earl of 
Moira, agent to apart of the corps of royal 
artillery, such securities, as by virtue of 
his instructions he was bound to do. He 
had firsi^ to observe, that in the pe>usal 
which fie had since giv^n these instruc- 
dohs, he found in no part of them such a 
duty pointed out. He had not certainly 
read every line of them, and to meet that 
part of the question it was his intention to 
move, that an extract of the instructions 
applicable to the exercise of such a duty 
should be Ibid upon the table. He 
had then to ask the hon. gent. tVho made 
the charge, and the Chancellor of the Ex-* 
chequer, by whom it was supported, whe- 
they yet persevered in thbir accusation ? 
whether they atill were ready to assert 
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Mr« RidgCi at the period referred to, 
bad not entered into the necessary secu¬ 
rities f If, as he believed, they found that 
the result of their further inquiry proved 
that such securities were given by Mr. 
Ridge, it would then be his duty to move 
for a return of their date. There was also 
another question vvhich he was anxious to 
put to thenn. He wished to be informed 
whether, when lord Chatham succeeded 
lord Moira at the head of the Ordnance 
department, the securities given by Mr. 
Ridge were renewed? Because it was 
well understood that as they were given 
directly to the individual at the time at 
the head of the department, they were 
n^t binding on Mr. Ridge when a change 
of administration had placed another per¬ 
son at the head of that board. There were 
some other e^jsi'rvaiions which he felt ne¬ 
cessary to i^ke, but which he by no 
means brought forward to screen himself 
in any part of his official conduct from 
the fullest responsibility. Although he 
^ must say, that, even if there had been 
culpability the ca'*e of Mr. Ridge, he 
could only be exposed to a proportion of 
it, for at the same board there sat then 
two officers nearer to him, and who still 
continued in the same situations, and who, 
of course, must, if blame was deserved, 
take their share of the criminality^ He 
had also to impress upon the House that 
there was a very great distinction be¬ 
tween the case of Mr. Ridge, even if what 
was alleged again^^t him (Mr. C.) was 
true in every particular, and the case of 
Mr. Hunt, upon the discussion of which 
it was introduced as parallel. It was this, 
that all agents appc4nU;d,as paymasters to 
the corps of artillery, indeed to all regi¬ 
ments, were responsible to the command¬ 
ing officer of such corps, and the com¬ 
mander of course, responsible to the coun¬ 
try for the conduct of his agent In the 
place of feccreiary of ordnance, the situa¬ 
tion held by Mr. Hunt, there wi^ no reci¬ 
procal responsibility, and the coitsequence 
was, that the country became the lostfr by 
his defalcation. 

Mr. A. Cooper stated, that although 
there was no insertion in the instructions 
ppecihcally injbinipg the efuty of requir¬ 
ing securities, still it was the universal prac¬ 
tice to decnand security from nil agents, 

* through whose hands any portion of the 
public money went Independent of all 
provisibn or enactment, the principle was 
itself conclusive. In answer to the ques»'| 
lions of the hom'gent. had jto state, that 
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the bond in the case of Mr. 
been made out, but was not execute4 
that gentleman. 

Mr. Calcraft asked across the table whe¬ 
ther it was executed by his sureties? 

Mr. Cooper, Yes; it was executed by 
his sureties. With respect to the other 
question, he must say* that he did not ac¬ 
quiesce in the coiiclusiun, that securities 
were not available if not renewed in case 
of a change in the department. The se¬ 
curity was given not to the person at the 
head- of the board, but to the j^ing. There 
was one other topic introduced by the hon. 
gent, to vs’hich he felt it incumbent upon 
him to pdvert. He 'had been charged 
with bringing forward against that gentle¬ 
man, an accusation for his conduct in the 
case of Mr. Ridge. He had done no such 
thing, but when his otvn character was 
implicated by the Iton. gent, in censure 
on account of Mr. Hunt’s defalcation, 
su/cly it was natural for him to turn upon 
his ac 9 userand say, even in your own ad¬ 
ministration, you yourself have been 
guilty of the very omission, for which you 
now so loudly proclaim that 1 am culpa¬ 
ble. As a further proof of that omission in 
his administration ho would beg to recal 
the attention of the hon. gent, to the case 
of Mr. Hopkinson, who also w'as an agent, 
and by whom no security whatever had 
been given, though his appointment took* 
place during the administration of that ho¬ 
nourable gentleman. ** 

IMr. Cstcrf^t. This is altogether a new^ 
charge, but I have no doubt it stands upon 
equally strong grounds as the case of Mr. 
Ridge, wliich the confession of the hon. 
gent, has confuted almost as quickly at 
he uttered it. Let tliose gentlemen ba 
brought to the bar. Let the House be 
put in possession of the fullest evidence 
upon the subject, and 1 feel confident that 
such accusations must recoil upon those 
who have so indirectly advanced them. 
Hut allowing we were guilty, can that be 
an excuse for the ofiences of those who 
perpetuate the abuse, until the country it 
made to feel the actual loss and evil ? Will 
the* country think it rcceivesa juat p«r- 
fbrmance of duty from those for whose 
services large salaries are paid to them, 
iderelv, because when charged with a de¬ 
reliction of their trust, they think they 
have the power or the opportunity to ro* 
criminate. Recrimination is no’oefo^ce. 
If their charges are well founded, let them 
bring theroodirectly before the House in 
a parliamentary shape, * and if we am 
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guilty let us be subjecte<l to that merited 
censure under wliich the present board so 
Tery justly suflers. It is quite ridiculous 
to make a parallel between the cases of 
Mr. Ridge and Mr. Hunt, even if the ac¬ 
cusation against me ill respc^rttotlic former 
was true; but,as it is most unfounded, as 
clearly appears even by the admission ot 
■him who has made it, 1 must say it is in¬ 
sulting the public, which has been robbed 
to a large amount, to distract the couriie of 
public justice by 4:116 introduction of ir¬ 
relevant andtUnconnectod subjects. ^ 

Mr. Loti^ admitted, that recrimination 
was not a good set oO^ and constituted a 
miserable defence'; but when <the hon. 
gent, in the pomp of oOicial superiority 
denounced his successors, it was natural 
forthem to retort the charge if they could, 
and try him by his own acts. If omis¬ 
sions ot' a similar nature could be hid to 
his charge, it was impossible in the over¬ 
bearing triumph that he was inflicting, 
that flesh and blood could rest sdeqt, and 
with the knowledge they had of some of 
his own omissions, not illustrate them. 

Sir J, Newport stateil, as the charac¬ 
teristic distinction of the present ministers, 
particularly of the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, that for every grievance com¬ 
plained of, for every act of misgovern- 
ment and mistake—for every measure of 
'policy which had bequeathed calamity and 
ruin to the country, the only justification 
was the potter and capacity to recriminate. 
What had the country to do with their bick¬ 
erings and recriminations ? If any charge or 
accusation could be brought against their 
opponents, why not bring them ? To in¬ 
sinuate theoij and not venture to arraign 
those whom the ministers weie anxious to 
depreciate, was, in his opinion, instead of 
a defence for their own misdeeds, an ag¬ 
gravation of their olTeiice, insomuch us 
they kept such charges secreted merely as 
an apology for their own derelictions. 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer agreed 
with gentlemen opposite, that nothing 
could be less a justification of the conduct 
of ministers than finding fault with others. 
Nothing could be farther from his inlcn- 
tions than a wish to build his character, 
or the character of his friends, on the fail¬ 
ings of others, and really he did not thidk 
the House, or the country, would think 
highly of him, or of his fririids, because 
they stood a little higher than the hon. 
raUemen opposite.—If tlic hon. gcnt.,1 
ad the same ideas of the duties of the 
oiEjCe he had h^id« while be filled that 
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situation, as he appe^ed to entertain 
yesterday, front the view he hatl of 
his duty, he was in a greater degrte 
culpable than had been supposed. Per¬ 
sons coming into office hadarigliti find¬ 
ing places of that description filled up, to 
suppose that the proper securities had 
been given. But it had been said that he, 
(the Chancellor of the Exchequer), in 
particular, was always finViing out some 
subject of recrimination. If' he did al¬ 
ways recriminate when gentlemen came 
forward with tlicir charges against go¬ 
vernment, did it not follow that he al¬ 
ways had an opportunity of so doing? 
Thus it appeared that in thirteen months 
their administration had contrived to make 
up a little 2 i.:mp 1 c of all that had been 
complained of for the last twenty of 
thirty years. He could iio^but own, that 
they had been very adroit m such a short 
space of time to act so as to furnish out. of 
their abundance a counterpart to every 
thing of which they complained. This 
w’us the consequence of that concentralion 
of talent of which they had vaunted so 
much. The charges made against them 
had not been intended to reduce them be¬ 
low the ordinary standard of men in point 
of talent, but to bring them down from 
their vaunted elevation to the level of fal¬ 
lible <jeings. Yet to think that an hon. 
gent, should come there and plume him¬ 
self so much on what he had done, when 
such an omission could be proved, was too 
much to be borne in,silence. It really 
was but just to give him a hint on the sub¬ 
ject. If iIk hon. gf'iii. wished for in form' 
alien on the subject he had no obji^ciion 
to granting it; hje w'ooid only stale, that 
on the preceding day, when he eiite.red 
that House, he had no more intention of 
speaking of the cu'^e of Mr. Ridge than he 
had of discussing the concerns of the em¬ 
peror of Morocco. That case w'ould not 
have been brought forward but for the ex¬ 
ultation «f the hon. gent. 

Mr. Pbnson!^, The rigl?t hon. gent, has 
a-^sulncd, that the merits of his adminis¬ 
tration are so transcendant as neither to 
require foil nor contrast, lie* has pre¬ 
sumed that the results of his government 
and the interests of (he country, every 
day give an additional value to his ser- 
viceSi and a spRndor to his ministry; that 
the higher he lifts himself in office, the e 
more dignified he becomes in reputation, 
and that the country accords with the 
panegyric which he has so Modestly pro¬ 
nounced uppn hisuelf. ‘But it is not to 
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*his talents that his praises are restricted. 
Nb! his charity for the misdeeds of his 
opponents—his compassion for ^eir de- 
fects form no inconsiderable share of his 
own eulogiuin. He, forsooth, will never 
build his reputation upon any recriminate 
iiig attack upon his political opponents. 
Indeed, one is at a loss which to admire 
most, the modesty with which he speaks 
of his own exploits, or the compassion 
which lie kindly extends to our demerits, 
Ix:t him allow me to protest against his 
generous condescension. Let me hope to 
impress upon him, that we seek no such 
irresponsibility for our public conduct. 
If we have acted improperly—if the coun- 
tr<^ has suffered in its interests by our of¬ 
fences—if we have afforded illustrations ! 
of dereliction of dut}'^ and breaches of 
trust, ill God’^ name let thr Chancellor of { 
the Exchequ^ recollect the paramount 
duty lie owes the country, and bring us to 
tiial for our misdeeds. For such attacks 
we are prepared; and when unequivo¬ 
cally brought forward, wc must be grate- 
*ful. The acrimony, the violence, the po¬ 
litical asperit)^ of the right hot), gent, we 
are not inclined to fear, but I do beg leave 
to protest against, and deprecate as the most 
diMieartening of all visitations, namely, 
their commendation and compassion. 

Mr. Calcraft said, he held in his h£:nd a 
copy of the sureties of Mr. Ridge. If 
there was only one name to the bond, the 
public would be secure ; but he would be 
able to shew that the sureties W'ere com¬ 
pleted. The right hon. gent, had said 
that he had accused him of i;ecrimina- 
tioii. It was not of recrimination he 
had accused him, bpt of attempting to 
recriminate when there were no grounds' 
for ii*. He had also taken merit to him¬ 
self for granting llie papers necessary to a 
member's defence ; he had talked as if 
be bad the House of Commons in his poc¬ 
ket; but be (Mr. Calcraft) did not ask it 
from him as a favour^ he asked it from tliV 
House of Commons as a right, vnd not 
from Jiin),who seemed to carry the majo¬ 
rity in his pocket. 

Mr. R. ff^ard conceived that such lan¬ 
guage was disorderly and unconstitutional; 
no numiber had a right to s^y that any 
person carried a m.ijtH'ity of that House in 
his ])Ocket. . , 

Mr. Caia'oft said, that though, perhaps, 
tfie language was disorderly, it was notun- 
constituUk>ii.il. The right hon. gent, did 
not carry a majority in his pockety but, 
from the force of his eloquence, and the 


cogency of his argument, together with 
the independent circle by which he was 
surrounded—he did manage to quash such 
inquiries as were disagreeable to him* 

The motion was then carried; after 
which Mr. A. Cooper moved for the papera 
relative to the case of Mr* Ilopkinson, co¬ 
pies of his sureties, 5cc. which was also 
agreed to. 

[The Petition of the EastIndiaCom- 
1 ANYFoiiRELiF.r.J A Petition of the United 
Company of Mcrchantsof England trading 
to th<i East Indies was presented and read; 
setting forth ; ** That the Petitioners, in 
the month of April 1808, presented a Pe¬ 
tition to the House, setting forth, amongst 
other things, that, uponaieview of tho 
state of their home finances from the IsC 
of March 1808 to the 1st of March 1809, 
the payments estimated to be made by 
the Petitioner^) would exceed the probable 
amount of their receipts by the sum of 
2,1<33,185/., and also the impossibility of 
the’ Petitioners being ablq to raise the 
whole of that sum from theirown lesources, 
therefore praying such relief as the House 
might in its wisdom deem their case to re¬ 
quire ; and that the causes which produced 
the embarrassments at that time experi¬ 
enced by the petitioners were amply de¬ 
tailed in their said petition, which petition 
b*?ing referred by the House to a Com¬ 
mittee of its members then sitting upon 
East India aflairs, the House, upon the re¬ 
commendation of their said Committee, 
uxre pleased t9 vote to the petitioners the 
sum of 1,500,000/., upon account of the 
claims of the Petitiomrs upod his Majes- 
ly's government, wdiich sum, together 
with the aid derived from sales, more fa¬ 
vourable than liad been cslimated, of the 
company's goods in the year 1808-9, en¬ 
abled the petitioners to provide for the 
wants of that year without requiring further 
assistance ; and, in the year 1809-10, their 
receipts wore n(?ar!y equal to their pay¬ 
ments ; and that the causes which led to 
their financial embarrassments in the year 
180H-9 have not yet totally ceased to oper¬ 
ate, and they are subjec ted to new difficul¬ 
ties, drising chiefly from the following 
causes : 1st. From the excvssive and un¬ 
exampled drafts made in the two last years 
upoh the Petitioners from India, amount¬ 
ing to 4,707,94-(i/., part of the Indian debt, 
irVeurVed in the course of several wars and 
expeditions carried on there against Indian 
aqd European powers ; and as the condi¬ 
tion under wlrich the greater part of that, 
debt was contracted allowed an option to! 
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the subscribers to be repaid at any time 
by bills of exchange upon the court of 
directors in England, these drafts which 
have now come upon them could nothave 
been prevented. 2d. By the unexpected 
Calamities that have befallen the shipping 
of the petitioners in the two last years, 
whereby they have experienced a loss 
ill ihe prime cost of merchandize, ad- 
ranees on account of freight and tlie 
value of a ship belonging to them- 
selves, to the extent of 1,048,077/., the 
causes of thece losses shewing them fo be 
not imputable to any want of care in the 
petitioners, are to be explained at length 
to the Committee ol'the House sitting upon 
Indian affhirs.-^And that, from a pros* 
pective estimate of the pecuniary transac¬ 
tions of the petitioners from the Ist of 
March 1810 to the 1st of March 1811, it 
appears that their unavoidable disburse¬ 
ments will exceed the probable amount of 
their receipts by the sum of 2,038,048/-, 
which sum it would be highly 4>sarlvanta- 
geous to the petitioners at the present pe¬ 
riod (o raise by increasing their capital 
stock, as they are by law authorized to 
do ; and that their commercial resources 
Never could, in the most flourishing times, 
be commensurate to the discharge of large 
portions hf the Indian debt contracted in 
^ the administration of the British empire 
in the cast, and now amounting to tliirty 
millions sterling ; and that, in this time 
especiallv'^of restriction upon commerce, 
the commercial resources of*lhe petitioners 
cannot but be incompetent to provide for 
such unexpected and excessive contingen¬ 
cies ; and that the accounts made up 
by the peritioners to the 1st of March 
last shew that the property and effects of 
the petitioners in England, and afloat ^ 
outward, then exceeded the amount of, 
the debts of the petitioners in England, in¬ 
cluding the heavy and unusual drafts from 
India before mentioned, by the sum of 
4,842,145/. which sum,the petitioners trust, 
will afford sufficient Security for the re- 
pa 3 '’iiicnt of any advance the House may 
think proAr to vote for their relief and 
thRt, owii^ to the multiplicity of accounts 
necessary to be made out before the peti¬ 
tioners could procure an estimate of their 
probable receipts and payments between 
the IstofMarch ISlOand the IstofM/arch 
1811, the petitioners were unable to he 
prepared with a petition submitting *lhejr 
case to the consideration of* the House 
the day limited for receiving petitions for 
prlwtc bills I and therefore praying, that 


they may be at liberty to present a peti« 
tion to the House, praying that they will 
be pleased to take the matters aforesaid 
into their consideration, and to grant to 
the petitioners such relief in the premises 
as their case may require, and as to the 
House shall seem meet.'^ 

Ordered, " That the said Petition be 
referred to the Select Committee, appoint¬ 
ed to enquire into the present state of the 
affairs of the East India Company ; and 
that they do examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same as it shall appear to 
them, to (he House.'* 

[Sill Francis Burdett's Notice to 
THE Speaker.] The Speaker acquainted 
the House, that he had received a payer 
signed " ITarois Burdeit,” the contents 
of which rplateil t«i bis being apprehended 
and committed to tht 'T’ow'V of London ; 
—and the said paper was^thereupon, by 
direction of the House, read by Mr, 
Speaker, and is as followeth : 

* To the right honourable Charles Abbot, 

' Speaker of the House of Commons. 

' Sir; You having, on or'about the S)th 

* day of April instant, as Sjieaker of the 

* House of Commons, forcibly broke and 
' entered the dwelling hoo'-e of me, the 
^ undersigned sir Francis Bnrdett, .situate 

* in ^'Piccadilly, in the parish of Saint 

* James, Westminster, in the County of 

* Middlesex, and having also, on the said 
'<>th day of April, caused me to bcappre* 

' hendod and unlawfullv committed to a 

* certain prison called his Majesty’s Tower 
' of Louden, and to }>e there imprisoned 
^ and tw yet kept and detained in prison 
[ there, without any* reasonable or pio- 
' bable cause whatsoever; 1 do ihcicfore, 

' according to the form of the statute 
' in such case made and provided, hereby 
' give you notice that I shall, at or spoil 
' after the expiration of one calender 
^lonth from the time of your being 
*crved>with this notice, cause a bill to be 

* filed against you in his Majesty's Court 

* of King's Bench at Westminster, and a 

* writ of summons to be thereupon sued 
' out of his Majesty’s said Cotw-t of King's 
' Bench at Westminster, against you, at 

* my suit, for the s^j^d i/espass and false 

* imprisonment, and shall proceed against 
*' you thereupon according to law. Dated 
' this 12th day of April 1810; Yours, &g. 

* F'ranxis Bordett.' 
(Endorsed) 'John Ellis, of Oray'slnn 
‘Square, in the County'of Middlesex, 

' attorney for tltc withifl named sir Francis 
' Burdett.' 8 
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'The Speaker said it was at the option of 
the House whether the Letter should be 
entered on the Journals. 

' Mr. Fonsov!^ tliought that tlie Letter 
Ought to he upon theJournaU, 

Mr. IVhithread was of the same opinion. 
The Letter contained nothing that could 
make.it unfit to he received ; and it might 
be the ground great qucalions hereafter 
to he tried. 

The Letter was tlienordered to be insert¬ 
ed on the Journal'!. 

[SiU’UKiTiKs Bjl!.] Mr. A. Cooper 
moved for leave to luingina bill to re¬ 
gulate the taking of securities in all olllces 
where securities ought to I)c taken, and to 
avoid the grant of odices, if llic s«'curilies 
were not given within a certain time, lie 
f opposed thcjlouse wouhl have no objec¬ 
tion to the bruising in of the bill. 

Mr, 7/orftdrsaid, that itw'as not enough 
to ?.ay that he supposed the House would 
have no objection to the measure. Some¬ 
thing more w’as required to shew the 
* necessity for a new l-.ur. Such laws for 
the niOrtt pail were nngatoi y. To avoid 
the grant of an oHice, wlien the same 
persons wlio granted had the pov\ernf re- 
nppoiniincnt, would amount to nothing. ^ 
'i’he mail would be told, that it W'as very 
foolish in him to have neglcclcd t'jgive 
lili^sccuritics, and after this i light ivpri- 
iiund he would be again appoinud. The 
public might lose conddcrably in the 
meantime. T!>‘is was n<»ihing more than 
abrogating the pow'fer of tlie (Jominons (o 
punish delunpienls of this sort, with the 
adilitional evil of accumulaling'useless 
statutes. ^ 

The Chancellor of the Exchepier replied, 
that with all t!)c ingenuity of the hen. 
gent.—and few incii could possess more— 
lie could not prove that this bill would he 
nugatory. It ap[icari*d that persons in 
oilice liad continued a longtime without 
cniering into seenriiics. 'litis bill would 
at least save the gieater part of ftic lime. 
As to avoiding the oflicc, it was true.the 
person neglecting to enter into the secu¬ 
rities migtjt l)c i'ca[>pointed; but by the 
avoidance of tlie previous grant, he would 
be obliged to rcJimd all the«Ralaiy ho hail 
received. Jf the bitl should have no ope¬ 
ration but this, lie thought, it w'ould be a 
very ellectual one. 

* Mr. Farneil observed that such bills 
would uot prevent delinquencies. The 
only effectualt way to that would be by^ 
address to the House, prayii.g I'or tlie re¬ 
moval of those wlio hafl l\ ilod lu their. 
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duty. If 110 one else should do it, ho 
would himself propose an address to that 
ciJcct. 

Sir f, Nt’Tvpoj't, as an instance how nu¬ 
gatory such regulations were, advciie4 
to the case of Mr. Villiers, wlio had been 
reappoiiiU’d in 180:1, two olVices being 
then consolidated into one, with a special 
provision that lie should enter into a bund 
uf security, wliich he never did. In the 
v- ry ofiice now to be rcgnlaterl, Mr. Hunt 
had broke through a statute. ,Su nugatory 
was it to legislate iii many of these mat¬ 
ters. The true way to prevent such evils 
in future, was to punish defaulters for the 
past. Tfiese delin(|uencies would per¬ 
petually take place until the House com¬ 
pelled the ministers to punish public dc- 
iauliers, and to be answerable Ibr losses 
incurred through thi’ir negligence. Avtg 
were of no usii when those wdio were the 
law makers were the law breakers, and \\% 
sliduh! have a pretty strong caseof that kind 
to state oil iHoiiday. 

Leave was then given to bring in th* 

iJ Cl 

bill. 

['rvTiir.s IN Ireland.] Mr. /Vir.iW/ de¬ 
sired that the Petitions presented to the 
House in 1 H 08 might be entered by the 
clerk as road, and q>oke nc.iilv as follows: 

. Sir; 111 rising to make a motion whicli 
lias for its object the improvi ment of the * 
condition of the people of Ireland, and to 
conciliate their allections to, the ron- 
iiexionstdisisting between t’lcse count i ies* I 
feel that I have a strong claim upon tlie al- 
Ifciuion of the House. Bui vijicii I reflect 
upon the new obstacle tliat has arisen in 
the way of carrying the great qu- stioii of 
einancipaiioii, 1 feel that liiis claim is pe¬ 
culiarly strong, because it has become the 
duty of this Jluu=c to take every piactiea- 
ble method of counteracting the eflecis of 
the disappointment and despair which this 
obstacle has occasioned. The ilouse 
could do nothing iliat would so much con¬ 
tribute to an cad so desirable, as by ac¬ 
ceding to the motion I siiall com lude 
with, and sliewing the people of Ireland 
that the subject of Tytlies will he fully in¬ 
vestigated ; for though this may be a 
subject greatly inlei ior in importance to 
th'« cniaiicipaiion of the Catholic body, 
still the people would receive any ummid- 
meht in the present system with the 
grc5|test gratitude, and be cncouiagcd to 
hope that, sooner or later, all their ^levr 
,.!nccs and complaints would be duly at¬ 
tended to. ' 

I beg leave, before LexpUni the iialure 
2\J 
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of my motion, to call to the recollection 
of the House the proceedint^s that have 
already taken place on this subject. In 
1807, several Irish cnnnties held meetings, 
and, by their unanimous resolutions de¬ 
clared ti»c expedif'Mcy and necessity of a 
commutation In the next year 

Mr. Perceval iiuori)n:d the House, that 
the subject n as miJer the consideration of 
his IMaji sty’s ministers, and that he in¬ 
tended to propose a specific measure in 
the Mibscipuent session. When that ar¬ 
rived, the right hon. gent. dis( overed timt 
it was impracticable to arrange any plan 
of aineruinicnt; I therefore propcsedtothe 
House that plan whicli he had had originally 
in conieinpiatiun, but my motion was ne¬ 
gatived. Feeling thatthc grievance com¬ 
plained of, still exists, and it being ad- 
inilled by e\eiy one that thHire exists also 
crnecesdly of doing something, and be¬ 
lieving that there is no sueh (iilliculty bO' 
longing to the subject a.s that the 

right lion. genl. conceives, 1 have thought 
it my duty again to call the atleiition of 
the House to live rjueslhm ; and, in order 
to u-xertain win llter or noi any thing be 
practicable, and if any tiling be practi¬ 
cable, what, plan is the host to he adopter!, 
to propose to the liou%e to appoint a select 
ConimitiCv. 

The manner in whitli I .shall endeavour 
to prove to the lIou.se liow great a griev¬ 
ance the tj'ihe system of Ireland is, will 
be to .shew, in what niannei* it is dillbreni 
from the tythe system of England. In 
the fir.^t plabe, the religion of the pi ople 
of Ireland renders the provision of the 
clergy of tlie esiablislied church bv 
tythes, uccessaiily unjust and ndiou-s. Of 
the whole body, by far the. gie.atest part 
do not profess the established religion, 
and consequently have to pay, not only 
the established clergy, but those wdio dis¬ 
charge the religions services belonging to 
their own peisuasion. According to the 
best authorities on this subject, if the whole 

f iopulation of Ireland is tukeii at five mil- 
ions, four millions arc Catholics; of the 
other million, one-half arc di.ssenters and 
quakers; the whole, therefore, of the 
tythos of Ireland, go to provide the 
maintenance of the clergy belonging to 
only one-tenth of the population.*’^ , ■ 


" In Ireland, the Protestants arA not 
puerourlli of the people; tlfenumbersof th^ 
cstabliithment, little more than an eighth.’^ 
^tate of Gliurch of Ireland, by Richard 
bishop of Cloyne, 7th Edit. p. 81, 1787. 
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That this is notan exaggerated state* 
ment, virtll appear by the fallowing re¬ 
turns of the relative proportion of Catho¬ 
lics to Protestants, which are to be found 
iti woi'k.^ of established authority. In th<^ 
province of Ulster, where the Protestants 
arc more numerous than in any other part 
of Ireland, the Catholics are more nume¬ 
rous th.ui the Prote&ianto, and of the 
Protestants there are two di-sscutirs to 
one of the established chutvli. In the 
provinces of Munster ind Connaught, 
the Catholics are lo the Prolcstanls 
as 15 to 1 : in the province of Er-inster, as 
5 to 2. This statement oi' the geii'^ral 
average of the four piovinccs, is fully 
borne out bv the actual enimicrations 
which have bee.’ made in smaller districts. 

, In the diocese of Tuj.:n, tl^Catholics are 
I to the Protestants as bO lu 1 ; in the pa^- 
risli ofTiillow, which is the mo&t Protes¬ 
tant parish in the diocese of Leighlin and 
I'Vrns, as (i to 1 ; in the parish of St. Mul¬ 
lins in the same diocc.ic, as to 1 ; in 
the parish of Allen, and many other pa¬ 
rishes, there are no Protestants; in the 
county of Kilkenny, the proportion is as 
17 lo I, and in lln* county cnT'lare, as 1.^; 
lo I ; ii'oin which it is lo be inferred, that 
stating me Pro eslaiils oi' lhe established 
i-huri*ii AS tbnnin*; one-tenth part of the 
poDuiation ol frelaiul, Is by no means an 
exaggerated statement.* 

“ There are prob ibly In this kingdom 
live papists at lea.stMo one protestant.’* 
Primate Coulter’s Letters, Vol. 1. p. 169. 

The following slatonient of the popu- 


lution of but a very 

limited portion of 

Ireland, will shew tlic 

magnitude 

of the 

Catholic population : 
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Noitf, Sir, wheil I make this statement, j that I havjt good authority to consider 
I'i^pg to be distinctly understood 9 s hav- {them as cnnlributing ilieir opinion to reu- 
iag no sort of inlcnrion to propose that ler the opinion of all Ireland universally 

' unanimous on the subject. ^ 

But there is another circumstance by 
which the tythe system in Ireland is ma¬ 
terially aflectcd, and is made very dif¬ 
ferent in its operation from the tythe sys¬ 
tem in England. 

In Jrclaiid it is necessary thatevery indU 
vidual who has a family, should be a sort 
of a Insulholdcr. In England, indeed, the 
demand tor labour is so great and so con¬ 
stant, that the labouring class can depend 
upon tlieir (lay *s wages fo»the'means of sub* 
sistence ; and they accordingly purchase 
what they want in the markets. But ia 
Ireland, the want of such a demand ren¬ 
ders it absolutely necessary that each per¬ 
son sliould hav^ a piece of land on which 
to raise his food, or dtherwivc he must 
starve; the conse<|uence is, that every 
one has land, and. however poor, is there¬ 
fore liaUIe* to pay, and made to pay, 
tythe. Even those who are exempt by 
law, on account of their extreme and la¬ 
mentable poverty, from paying the king’* 
taxes, are obliged to pay the clergy of 
two religions. So great, in fact, is the 
poverty of many hundred thousand peo- 
|jic who pay tythe, that I have no hesita- 
tation in saying, that if tlicy existed iu 
this country under similar circumstances 
of indigence, they would he cojisjdercd as 
entitled to parish assistance. The neces¬ 
sary ellect of s'ucli a state of things, is 
the imposslbilir^' of tythes being collected 
l;y the clergy themselves. They are ob¬ 
liged to employ proctors, or to let their 
tythes to tytlic farmers, in order to relieve, 
tlumtsclves from the labour, and to avoid 
the odium of seeking tlieir income from 
multitudes of paupers. That under such 
circumstances as 1 have described, there 
should be a constant rcsislatico made to 
the demands of the clergy can he matter 
of no surprize.—That in many instances 
the proctors and tythe farmers oppress the 
people, and that the people in return re¬ 
venge themselves on their oppressors, are 
the necessary consequences of the sys¬ 
tem, and not crimes natural to those, who 
engage in the outragtfs that follow *. f 
will not take up the time of the House in 


those who do not profess the establislied 
religion should be relieved from support¬ 
ing the Protestant clergy. I know that 
luch a remedy cannot be adopted. But 
even if it could, it would not be necessary 
for me to propose it, because those who 
may have reason to complain, do not de¬ 
sire it. The Catholics by no means re¬ 
fuse to contribute to the support of the 
Protestant establishment; all they seek, is 
to be relieved from a mode of paying 
them, which is on all sides acknowledged 
to be most oppressive, and to be permitted 
to j^icld their contributions in a manner* 
less vexatious. But when I thus men¬ 
tion the Catholics as being desirous of a 
change, ] bt‘g^S% House will understand, 
that not only the Catholics, hut the Pro¬ 
testants, w’ith the Quakers and the Pres¬ 
byterians of Ireland most anxiou'^lv desire 
a change. The Protestants feel ^Tyllics 
as a groat grietance, though not in the 
same degree; '^nd it is to them, if to any 
more than to that the demand now 

made upon the legislature for redres*!, is 
correctly to be atlributcd; they having 
been the most forward in promoting ap¬ 
plications to parliament in the scv^'ral 
counties which luivo declaied opinions in 
favour of a chanve. J will ah:o add, that 
the Protestant chu'gy of Ireland arc an'c- 
ious for an alteratimi. I stated tins m he 
the fact two ytars i?go ; and as I have 
never been tedd by a single clergyman 
that what 1 then stated wa? incorrcoii, and 
as 1 have seen no publication coming from 
that body to rcsiftt tHe cliange that has 
now been so long in contemplation, I fuel 


Bingrovc . 

14 . 

1,100 

Ardagh . 

1 - . 

280 

Killarncy . 

45 ...... 

J,(iOO 

Blarney . 

'27 . 

^ 532 

Cove .:. 

5! ...... 


w£levcn parishes" iu 
Diocese of Tuam .. 

85 . 

t 

4,-1.08 

Graignaniann . 

4 . 


0 


r/ith^Uf 

Pamiitu. 

Aries*. . * 

18 . 

1,S00 

Tullow . 

154 . 

I,S55 

Castle Blajeeney ..... 

3 . 

30t) 

Kfilyglass . 

4 . 

no rctiii'a 

Union of t^hankill . 

3 . 

do. 

Lusk .*. V*. 

4 . 

do. 

^ov<rliif« ... 

. 

(If>. 

ActowAow’s Fiew Irdart4, /Ipp* 39. 


of great cruelty and oppression ; it is no- 

"The usual way of proceeding in 
Collecting tythes 15 this: theproclor, with 
an asiistantj views the crops in July, and 
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torious to every one that there, are such 
instances. But I beg to be understood, in 
speaking of the cruelty of some of the 
Irish clergy, I by no means bring a charge 
of that nature against the whole body—on 
the contrary, my opinion is that they do 
not deserve any such censure, but as a 
body are. con'piciious for their liberality 
towards the people, and for a faithiul dis¬ 
charge of their duties. If however, the 
system is such as to give to one clergyman 
the power tp oppress a whole parish, this 
is enough to condemn it, and to shew the 
necessity of getting rid of it; for during 
fl long incumbency what must t^c amount 
of misery be, under such a system, and 
what must be the necessary result of the 
active, avaricious, and relentless oppres- 
cion even of a single individual } 

A third distinctipn between the system 
of tythes in the two countries, is to he 
found in the law's for collecting them. In 

again before or after they ar6 c*ut. He 
notes the crop and value in his field-book. 
He generally estimates by the acre, but 
aomctinics by the barrel; he usually at 
the second view makes a bargain for the 
t 3 Uhe with the occupier on the spot; re¬ 
ducing tile charge to a certain degree, and 
the farmer passes his note for it. If no 
bargain be made, the proctor makes a re¬ 
turn to the clergyman agreeable to his 
field-book. Tlie payments are generally 
tardy; the tythe frequently is not paid for 
near a j’car and a half. Debtors for 40 j. 
*re summoned before two magistrates, 
who hear the proctors proofs, and give a 
decree accordingl 3 % Debtors above that 
•um, and under 10/. are proceeded against 
at the quarter sessions. For sums above 
lO/. citations are served to appear at the 
bishop’s court. If the proctor choo.*3rs to 
oppress a poor man, he may cite him for 
a few shillings. There are few acts of the 
proctor deemed illegal in the ecclesiastical 
courts. He is the favoured person, who 
replenishes their coffers. The only re¬ 
medy which landholders hare against any 
new and extraordinary demand is fuction, 
intimidation, or flight. The proctors and 
tythe farmei*s always have it in their power 
to ruin a poor man, first by giving«him 
long credit, and then by suing him for 
principal, interest, and costs, in the bi¬ 
shop’^ court. The consequence is. that 
the proctor, and the prqctor’s family and 
friends, rule with despotic sway in the 
parish.” Spof^ch of Mr. Parnell, May 19^ 
ld09> 3ee vol. H of this Work;, Q31. 


proportion as the power bf the clergy vfas 
resistedfin Ireland, it was the practice to 
resort to the Irish legislature for fresh 
powers to compel obedience—and thus, 
though tythes originally in Ireland were 
payable under statutes exactly similar fo 
those under which tythes are collected io 
England, the law of Ireland is now alto¬ 
gether different from the layv of England.''^^ 
In England, if the clergyman exacts more 
than his, right, he may be compelled to 
draw his tythes. But hi Ireland it is en¬ 
acted, that if above a certain number of 
parishioners call upon the clergyman to 
draw his tythes, such a proceeding shall 
be considered a conspiracy, and the par¬ 
ties be liable to heavy penalties; in fre- 
land, thereiurc, situated as that country 
is, the landholdci \< tar from having the 
means of righting himseljii^hich he is aU 
lowed to have in England. 

In England the tythe on flax is limited 
by law to 5s. per acre. No such rcgula* 
tion exists in Ireland. In the north, in^ 
deed, of Ireland, it is limited by a modus* 
to C)(L per acre ; but in othftr parts of the 
country it is made subject to a very heavy 
tythe. Why should not a similar limita¬ 
tion be extended to the rest of Ireland ^ 
The extent of its linen trade in the north 
shea's how beneficial any measure would 
be, that went to take ofl'a restriction from 
the growth of the material of it in other 
parts. It might greatly contribute to the 
extension of that trade through the south 
and west of Ireland, ixiid thus allbrd a new 
source of improvement to Ireland, and of 
wealth arid strength to the British empire. 

Itj tiiereforc, the labours ui such acom- 
^mitlee as 1 {wopose to ha^c appointed, 
were even to terminate in a measure for 
assimilating the laws, I should feel that a 
considerable advantage was gained; a 
heavy restraint upon the staple manufac¬ 
ture of Ireland would he, in a great mea¬ 
sure, done away, and, instead of a code, 
the pr/Ociple of which is to give uncon- 
tr/)uied power to the clergy, there w*ou1d 
arise a system founded more on the true 
principle of legislation, that of ailbrding 
redress against the encroachments and 
abuse of pawer. 

—...- - - - - -r 

* The English statutes are 32 H. 8, c. 

2 and .3 Ed, 6, c; 16. 7 and 8 Wnu 
3, c. 6. 3 Anne, c. 18.—The Irish sta¬ 

tutes which correspond with these are, 
33 H. 8, c, 12. 3 G. 3, c; 25. - 11 and 12 
G, 3, c. 19. 1 G. 2,/c. 12.—The 29 G. 

2, c. 12.' 1 G; 3, c. 17, and 27 G, c* 

15, a*e statutes peculiar to Ireland. 
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i wil) not. Sir,* take up the time of the 
lipuse, by entering upon .an inquiry into 
the objections that can be brought against 
tythes, as a mode *of collecting money 
from the people: it is enough to say, that 
it is condemned by all writers on taxa< 
lion, as inconsistent with every principle 
connected with that subject. As to agri¬ 
culture, it is sqjTicicnt to say, that Dr. Pa- 
ley condemns them as a most mischievous 
restriction. But as to the agriculture of 
Ireland, they foivn an obstruction which it 
is the interest of the people of this coun¬ 
try instantly to remove. It is now fully 
proved that this country cannot possibly 
provide grain enough for its own consump¬ 
tion. 1 wish then to know where a sup¬ 
ply is to be had, so long as the Baltic is 
shut by the decrees of Buonaparte, and 
the trade wif^s^merica put a stop to by 
the embargo, i^ere, except in Ireland ? 
What would have been the distress of this 
country during the last two years, bad it 
not been for the importation of grain from 
thence, will appear by examining the 
quantity iin|lt>ne(l; in the last year it was 
no less than b 00 ,() 0 <) quarters. Is it not 
then an object of British interest, to re¬ 
move from the agriculture of Ireland this 
great obstruction to its extension and im¬ 
provement ? ^ 

I have now only to call the attention of 
the House to one more topic, to illustrate 
the necessity of a change of the present 
tytlie system. What elFecl has it had 
upon Uie tranquillity of lieland r The in¬ 
surrection of the Wiiitc Boys was of 50 
years continuance. This wa^ succeeded 
by the United Irishmen, who v.'erc princi¬ 
pally induced to chtbaik in the cons|>i- 
raoy against the government by argu¬ 
ments founded on the grievances of 
lythes.* To them puccccdcd ilie insur¬ 
rection of the Threshers.*!' So that for a 
•pace of .50 years, a continued system of 
active and open rtj.sistance and insurrec¬ 
tion has disturbed the tran<]uillitjy of Ire¬ 
land, arising from this inudc of paying 

f ’ '*■ ’ ■ ' ■ - 

* " If tylhes had been commuted ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Grattan's plani a very 
powerful engine would have been taken 
out of our hands.^ — Evidence of Dr. 
M'Nevin, 1798. 

t Ag insurrection that was againsftKe 
* mode in which tythes were collected, and 
hot against tythes as a provision for the 
Protestsmt clergy ; the oath of the asso¬ 
ciation requiring that tythes should bd 
paid to the clergy aud xfbt to proctors. 


the clergy. Surely this circumstance 
alone, if no other existed, to prove the 
absolute policy of an alterajLion of system, 
is quite suflicient, and ought to induce the 
House to assent to my motion. * 

I have now. Sir, explained to the House 
such reasons as occur to me, to shew that 
tlie peculiar circumstances of Ireland re¬ 
quire a new manner of providing for the 
established clergy, independent of the 
general objection which may prevail in 
this country against the tythc system. J 
have shewn, that the religion !ind poverty 
of the people, the injustice of the laws, 
and the long continuance of insurrectioas, 
give to t}i% question a character quite dis¬ 
tinct from that which belongs to it in 
England; and therefore that a reform 
may be eflcctcd without prejudice to the 
interests of thpse who arc concerned with 
tythes ill this country. 

In regard to the plan by which a reme- 
dy'may be provided, 1 have no objection 
to statft Ac opinion I hav<?. formed re¬ 
specting it. 1 nm aware, that it would be 
properly considered as temerity in me to 
pledge myself to any specific plan, or to 
call upon the House to adopt any plan on 
1113 ’' rccomnicndatinii: this 1 do not mean 
to propose; all I desire is, that the Hoaso 
will pledge itself to inquiry, and, accord¬ 
ing to the result of its investigation, adopt . 
that plan which shall seem most expedient. 
That it is impracticable for the^wisdom of 
the whole House to discover any plan, Is 
a supposition* which I cannot entertain, ' 
nor shall I ever believe it to, be true, till 
proper attempts liave been made, and the 
inefliciency of their labours been fairly 
siiewn. 

In the view that I have taken of the 
subject, my great objects have been;. 
first, lu exonerate the peas tiitry ; second¬ 
ly* *‘**1 l-**® direct payment by the 

Catholic, Presbyterian, or Quaker, to flic 
Protestant clergyman ; and lastly, to give 
the clergy a Jusl aud fair equivalent. To 
the several plans that have been propo.scd 
of giving land, or corn rents, or of selling 
the iythes, ihongh very fit for a country 
like this, aboundin'; in capital, and accus¬ 
tomed to the execution of measures of 
gV*at labour and detail; ns applicable to 
Ireland, there tippear to me to he great 
.objections. The proprietors of estates in 
Ireland have had an opportunity^of pur¬ 
chasing on v^ry easy terms from the 
^rown,, the ‘quit-rents chargeable upon 
them ; and' yet few purchases have been 
made, though the quit-rtuits aie of small 
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annual amount; a circumstance which 
■hews there is no probability, that, it' the 
tythes were to be solcb purcliasers would 
be found. If land were to be given in 
lieu of tythes it would be found extremely 
difficult to get it, without paying for it 
most extravagant prices. And as to the 
plan of corn renis, this objeciion exists to 
it, that lliose who do not profess tiic es¬ 
tablished religion would continue to pay 
directly to the established clctgy. 

I do not, however, mean at this tipje to 
say, that I h&ve formed a decided opinion 
upon these scver*,^.t plans; and I wish to 
be understood in ^>hat 1 say respecting 
any plan,.as reserving to myself It right to i 
take advantage of the investigation of the { 
pioposedCommittee, and to alter my opi¬ 
nion, if I shall think proper so to do. 
Under this qualification, 1 submit to the 
House the following as an outline of such 
a plan, as 1 conceive would give an elfec- 
tual and a fair remedy for all that is com- 
plained of. tst. The value of earlf bene- 
iice should be ascertained; 2d. the net 
income of it paid by the Treasury; and, 
3d. the improved value of it secured to 
the incumbent, by a regulation to provide 
against the cilects of a depreciation of 
money. In respect to the valuation, there 
is an act of the Irish Parliament, which 
. would be a good precedent to govern the 
proceedings. It was passed in 17ti7, to 
give the ipeans of compensating several 
of the clergy of the soutli of Ireland, w ho 
had lost their tythes by the insurrection 
cf the Wbite^Boys. This act Piinbled the 
chancellor to appoint commissioners with 
full power to enquire into the value of 
the livings ot those clergy to whom tythes 
were not paid. The value of them was 
ascertained, and compensation thus given 
to the sutVering clergy. By following the 
same course, the value of each benefice 
might he easily and salisfaclorily attaitwtd. 
As to the amount of the fund which it 
would be nectssary to provide for the 
payment of the clergy, it is not easy 
exactly to ascertain it. In a publication 
of a right hon. and learned Doctor (Dui- 
genan), it is stated that the number of the 
clergy is ],300, that their whole revenues 
divided among them would not prod',iv,c 
150/. per annum to each of them, thus 
making them amount to 105,000/. per *n-,| 
num ; but from this is to be deducted ^hc 
annual value of 20,000 ac^es of glebe to 
obtain the annual amount of'tythes*. In a* 
speech of the ^mc learned gent, printed 
in 179 1| he says, the parocbial clergy are . 
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800 in number; 100 oft them have in¬ 
comes above 300/. per animini the re^ 
have incomes below 200/. But I believe 
I am correct when I say, that no great 
dependence ought to be placed on these 
I statements, it having been the object of 
t)ic learned Doctor when he made them, 
to prove the great poverty and distress of 
I the clergy. The more accurate way of 
i taking the value of the income derived 
I i'rom tythei>, is to adopt the prevailing opi¬ 
nion that they cannot be lear^than 500,000/. 
per annum, of which onc-lliird belongs to 
lay impropiiators. It is better and more 
cundid to calculate on a sum somewhat 
large, than to lead tho public to adopt a 
great measure on fal^c data, and thus fo 
produce disappointment, in respect to 
the means by which the Treasury sliall 
be provided with this ani,‘yt/^um, it is not 
necessary for me now to point them out; 
this would be a fitter subject of considera¬ 
tion for the committee ; but this is quite 
plain to be seen, that if the public purse is 
relieved from paying tythes, as they are 
now paid, it will be availableMo give the 
same amount in some other more conve¬ 
nient channel. In regard to securing the 
incomes of the clergy from the cilects of 
the depreciation of money, I should pro- 
[»ose that they should be regulated pe¬ 
riodically by the prices of grain; if they 
had been so fixed in the year 179P, the 
average price of wheat then being for the 
last Qi) years, 405. 4d, per i|uarter: and 
of the last iO years, tb 1810 , 83j., each 
clor‘J3mian in 1790 entitled to JOO/. per 
annum, wodld now be entitled to 170/. and 
surely an arrangement that w'ould give so 
large an advauct>, vvobld have been one 
favourable to the clergy. But when I sny 
that the incomes of the clorg}' ought to be 
increased as the prices of grain advance, 

1 must also add that they should be dimf- 
nished as they fall ; because I consider 
the present high prices^of grain not to be 
real pricijs, but to be llie result of a de- 
preejationof bank paper, ni' not le.ss than 
2o per cent, an evil tliat 1 trust will be 
remedied, by adopting the measurcs^that 
will be recommended by the committee 
now .sitting oiigthat subject 
In projiosing. Sir, this extensive altera¬ 
tion, 1 am fully aware that I am making 
nfySblf liable to a charge of invadjng the 
rights of the clergy;—but 1 feel that 1 can ' 
defend myself from such an accusation if 
it shall be made, in the first place, by say¬ 
ing that I am diseharging^a duty xny con- 
stitueuU have imposed unuu me; and at- 
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condly, by a reference to the nature and 
le|fal import of those rights. 1 fcave not 
embarked in this undertaking of attempt¬ 
ing to induce the Hou?f*, lo adopt the 
measure of a commutation of lyihes with¬ 
out cxamiiiitig the grounds on which those 
rights are founded. 1 find it is laid down 
by Mr. Justice Blackstone, “ that tythes 
are due of common right to the parson of 
the parish, unless there he a special ex¬ 
emption’^—and^in explaining what the 
meaning of an exemption is, he says, 
** lands may he cxonipted by prescription 
or by a real composition.—A real conijio- 
sition is wlierc an agreement is made bo- 
tw^fen the owner of the lands and the par- 
s!)n or vicar, with the consent of the ord* 
nary and the par-ion. tliat such lands shall 
for the fulmeii[)o discharged from the pay¬ 
ment oftytlu's^^- rcas'in of some laud or 
other leal recompence given to the parson 
in lieu and satisfaction thereof. This was 
permit!ed by law, because it was snp- 
^ posed that the clergy would be no loseis 
by such a c(:ypi[iosit)on. Bui experience 
shewing, that even this caution was inef- 
iectual, the disabling statute of 13 Kliz. 
was made.” * The inference to be drawn 
trom this statement is, ihat the common 
law recognizes the principle of composi¬ 
tion or commutation. That if I pro|trjsed 
to give land in the lieu of tyihes, I should 
propose to do that which was sirietly con¬ 
formable to the common law. That 
when propose to^ive money, lliongli 
I do not propose a real composition, I pro¬ 
pose wliat is consistent with Iho principle 
of one, because 1 uke care that Uic*clcrgy 
shall not be losers b^ the composition. { 
am aware this olijcctioii may be made, 
that in proposing to pay the clergy out of 
the treasury, they will lose the solid se- 
cuwtyofland. But to this I can answer, 
that tythes in Ireland are held by such a* 
tenure, thatil the treasury went, they must 
go also; for the system of govjniinont 
which {^reserves the one, must continue in 
■Kirder to secure the other.—Not so in l^rtg- 
land. 'file treasury might fail here, and 
at the saul# time no attempt l>e made to 
deprive the clergy of their unqucstiiinable 
claim to their prupei;^y in tytlies. On the 
whofe, therefore, 1 feel eiititieJ to saj", 
that in the outline of the 'plan which i* 
have slated to the [louse, I have in no de¬ 
gree asked the House to invade the jnsi 
and legaf rights of the clergy of Ireland. 

1 have not, I aifi aware, proposed to do all 

a Blackstonc’s Comm. 


that some hon. gentlemen may be ready to 
say, ought in be done, because I have only 
proposed to give an equivalent for the nrt 
income ofthe clergy, and not an jBquivalcnt 
for the i;eal value of the full tenth of the 
produce. But, Sir, if such a demand is 
made on behalf of the clergy, then 1 must 
make a claim upon the clergy for a dis¬ 
tribution of the tythes, according to the 
original principles on which tythes were 
given them ; I must claim one-fourth for 
the 0ishop, one-fourth for the poor, and 
one-fourth for repairing the church. It 
wilt be therefore more for the interest of 
the clerg^fc not to raise Jliy such demand ; 
and I foul sure that no one, who is a true 
friend to the Irish clergy, will make it, 

1 have now stated to the House an ar¬ 
rangement, which in my opinion, would 
operate as a snilicient remedy f<»r the evil 
('oiiiplaiiicil of. Tim plan is strictly con^ 
^i.'-l^nt with the legal rights of the clergy; 
the Valyatjoii of l>enefict\s may be made 
on tried and established precedents; the 
value of the incomes of the clergy may 
he protected against the depreciation of 
money; the imiigeut poor may be exo¬ 
nerated by it from the payment of tythes; 
and the clergy themselves relieved from 
great vexation and great loss, by this mode 
of attaining their provision *, It is, in 
truth, a plan nearly similar in every re¬ 
spect to one proposed to the Irish House , 
of Commons, by a right hon. j;ent., the 
intinbur lor Dublin, in 173C>. h diilbrs 
only in this respect, that he proposed to 
raise ihu fund lor paying thctlcrgv by a 
baronial lax, and that I propose to raUe it 
by a tax of a general nature, so (hat tlvo 
C’ulhoJic, the Uuaker, and the Presby¬ 
terian, shall no longer actually or directly 
make any p.ayment under the name of a ' 
tylhu lax to the Protestant clergy, 

* '• Whenever a betiur plan shall be 
suggested for tlio payment ol‘ the clergy, 
tliar is Olio ctpial in value to them in suc¬ 
cession, und more coirvenieiit to the laity, 
tiiey .^wili thank the stale-srnan, who shall 
di'>e(K*nmber ilieni of the constant trouble 
and the ocf.asional dl-vvdl ;iri>ing from 
tvthps.” iSt:i»e of (iliurch of Ireland, by 
Kidiiird Bihiiop oi Cioyne, p. 52. 

1307, Ml actions respecting tythes 
were tried in the (Jlui cn’s county, at the 
quarter srssion-s; M-O in ihr coifnty ef 
J^igo; 133 111 4tie county of Kerry ; -SSS 
fti the coantyofjjmerick; and 053 in the 
county of Tippcrjiiy,”—Prom pipcrs lakl 
before parliament. 



pi 1 ] PARL. DEBATES, Arm l 

^ fctnainBfor me to csll the atten- 

iioa of4ue House to a point, which 1 must 
always allude to whenever this question 
comes befpre it: 1 mean the tact, that the 
people of Ireland believe that relief from 
tythes was promised to thorn as a condi¬ 
tion of the measure of Union. 1 know no 
article visibly and expressly exists to bind 
ahis country: but 1 know Mr. Pitt held 
4 >ut this relief as an inducement to the 
people to admit the measure. Iknow that 
the speech in which lie called the syf^tem 
of tythes a great practical evil, and pro¬ 
mised redress, was circulated through Ire¬ 
land at the experibe of government ; that 
it was distributed gratis iu every village 
of the kingdom ; that the agents of go- 
'ternment were instructed to tell the peo¬ 
ple that redress would be the result of the 
.Union ; and I know, tlic universal opinion 
of the people of Ireland now is, that the 
faith of this country is pledged to grant 
that redress. What sort of pol^y then 
will it b(‘ for the minister of this country, 
at this period of time, to attempt to prove 
to tlje people of Ireland that they hai'C 
formed an erroneous expectation—^would 
.it not be better, under all the circum¬ 
stances of the case, the admitted necessitv 

¥ 

of a change, and this confirmed expecta- 
iioD, to meet the feelings and the injuries 
of the country, and to grant the redress 
4hat is desired ? As to (he motion which 
1 am aboOC to make, I beg the House to 
understand its true jiurport; it is one 
calling on them, to do wliai only to 
enquire inU) the complaints of the people 
of Ireland, laid before them by petitions, 
in a respectful and constitutional manner. 
This is all that is now asked; and will 
the right bon, gent., the prime minister of 
this country, at a time when the mass of 
the population of Ireland have been 
placed in a state of despair, in consequence 
4 >f the unexpected obstacles which have 
arisen in the way of the great measure of 
emancipation ; when the most powerful, 
the most enterprising, and the must suc¬ 
cessful. enemy that this country has ever 
iiad to contend with, is on the evcfif be¬ 
coming master of the peninsula of Spain, 
andjready to take advantage of our divi¬ 
sions, and to carry into eflfect his long in¬ 
tended and favourite project of invading 
Ireland, that vulnerable part of the Bri- 
' tish eenpire; will, 1 say, the prime, mi- 
fiister of ibis country refuse to inquire into 
-the just and- well-foundeci .complaints 
:2nslaitd'I I advise him^ and 1 advise the 
House, to take care how they come to a 

* 3 
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decision so rcpugiwnt whji^cycrv grijpfliijj 
pie of the constitution, and at. mU-. 
so inconsistent with, -every principjLo^I 
sound policy. * lUther lel^them up 
which it. is obvious tbey 
Shew the people of Ireland that ^.atWngib 
the time is come when this county, ja 
ready to fulfil the engagements on .wQicp 
the measure of Union wps carried^ and 
that it is sincere in. a determination J 9 
do justice, and to afford redress to iliq 
long neglected and oppressed people. 
Ireland. “ 

I beg leave to move, " That a 
Committee be appointed to inquire into 
the manner in which tythes are collectqjii 
tn Ireland, and such other matters relating 
to the levying and collecting of tytbqs 
in that country, ui they shall Judge it 
proper to direct their at.‘^ffon to." 

Mr. fVellcsUy Pole requested the indul¬ 
gence of the House lor a low minutes^ 
while he stated his sentiments upon thb 
subject which the hon. gent, had brought 
forward. It was one which had long en-* 
gaged his attention, and *iiad been the 
object of his mo'it anxious solicitude^ it 
was one to which his Majesty^s ministers 
had must seriously devoted their thoughts. 
In many of the points which had been 
stated by tlic lion. gent, who had just sat 
down, he perfectly concurred. He ad¬ 
mitted that it was a subject of the greatest 
importance, and that it was the duty pf 
government to apply a remedy to, the evils 
complained ol^ pruvlldcil it could be dpne 
cuiisisicrit with justice ; but be did nqt 
agree'wilh the hon. geiit. with regard (n 
the rciuoily w'hich he had suggested,' .n.br 
'could he givd bis assent to the motipn 
with \vhich the hon. gent, had concltiued. 
He could not give his assent to a aiptipii 
for the House now to appoint a CommrUee 
to inquire into this subject, becausi h[e 
thought it would be most injurious tp^t^e 
cause which all parties had in view, 
and m^st unjust to the partie.s coacerhed, 
foe the House to appoint a Committee to 
inquire into this subject, without seeing 
their way much more clear^ than they 
did at present, and without having .soqic 
rational prospect that that inquiry, would 
be attended with Success, If' tho hon. 
gent, had moved for leavp to bring ia a 
bill, and had stated thq prqvlsV>n$ which 
he meant to introduce into it, if he h&d 
proposed,any specific plan, be wpuld, |iave 
been ready to discuss tbat^ plan; bbf'jme 
hpn. gent, had pursued a dUw/enJ course ; 
he had pi'oposca to refe^ alf peiiitibns^ 
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wbich had been presented to the House, would produce the,desired effect, and^yet 
te*m Committee, and to desire it to co^* each of these plans hiwl been stronff^n* 
Mer the whole subject, and to dewse soine coinmeiided by persons who had i&eoleih 
remedy, althbuffh tl)e hooj gent, himself their time to the consideration of tms sob- 
had not, with all the information that be ject. In one part of his speech the hoa* 
bad obtained, and with all the diligence gent, seemed to think that the clergy kaA 
winch he had employed, been able to an undoubted right to the whole of the 
propose any plan to the House himself, tythea, and yet when he came to suggest 
The bon. gent, had stated, that the great his own plan, be had stated, that in making 
evil respectingeythes,,arose from the mode the clergy a compensation, it should be 
of collecting them.—That he did not a^. for the tythes as they were firstestablisbed, 
ctise the body of the clergy, but the ^^d not for the tythes as they wens now. 
greater part of nie oppressions were prac- He ^ally had never heard auch an idea 
cised by the proctors, whom the clergy broached before ; in all the plans which, 
were obliged to employ. It appeared to he had ever heard suggested, it had never 
'him that the h^n. gent, was mistaken with once beea proposed that the clergy sbouljl 
reipect to the source of the grievance^ not have their rights fully secured.^ In 
which were complained of. The griev- Ins view of the subject that object ought 
aiices, in his opinion, arose from a cause always to be carefully attended to; (shf 
not perhaps ^uerally known to the mem- J- Newport nodded assent)—he was happy. 
bersof thatHoiihe,but it was proper that to find that upon that point be had tW^ 
it should be fairly stated to them. A concurrence of the hon. bartmet, who had \ 
practice had prevailed generally through- turped his attention so much to the ques- 
out Ireland ror a great many years, of tion oflythes. He had himself often and 
^ letting their lands by public cant, that is, anxiously looked to this subject, and from 
* of letting thprn to the highest bFdder, all the reports which be had seen respecU 
without any consideration of the incum- ing it, it appeared to him that the lay im* 
brancea to which the land was liable, propriators received about one third of tho 
The consequence was, that ignorant per- tythes and theelergy the other two thirds; 
sons bid for the land, and gave the full but instead of receiving one-tenth, they 
value for it, without at all considering did not receive, in some cases above one 
that in addition to the very high ^rice twentieth, and in others above one thirtieth, 
that they paid, that they had also to pay But in any plan proposed for the relief of * 
tythes. it appeared to him that the the Clergy, the plan must be founded 
tythes ought to be considered as the first upon the principle of their befog intitled 
vent to which the Iqnd was subject; but to one tenth.* Here then was one great , 
ignorant persons, as he had before stated, difficulty; he did not mean to say that 
in their eagerness to get the land, agreed the difficulty was insuperable, but it must 
to pay the full extent of its value', with- be obvious to every gentleman that it was 
out reflecting that hesid^ that rent they an obstacle which it would not be very 
had to pay the tythes. The ^landlord easy to get over. It undoubtedly was ^e 
forced the tenant to pay the rent, and duty, and it certainly was the sincere wish 
when they were unable to pay the tythes^ of his Majesty's ministers, to endeavour to* 
supported them against the clergy and get over these difficulties, and to adopt 
the proctor, so that in fact the landlord if they could, a plan which would do 
was the oppressor, and not the clergyman, justice to all parties, and give general sa- 
tbe lay impropriat07, or the pro^r. Fie tisfaction; but he was sure that the House 
could assure the House, that th» subject would agree with him, that it would be 
» had been for a long time under the Con- highly improper to give hopes and to raisd 
sideration of ministers, that several bills expectations, when there was not a foir and 
had actuaUy been prepared for the pur- ratio*hal chance of accomplishing the ob* 
pose of applying some remedy, but upon ject in view. Another difficulty,, and a 
mature examinktion, it web found they serious one too. was, that in different parts 
could not be carried into efiect with justice of Ireland tythea were paid In diflerent 
to thq parties interested. The hon, gonk ways. In some places tythes were paid 
Jiad declared it to be his opinion, that bpon potatoes, in others they were n^ 

■ none of the plans which had hitherto been In short, there were so many diversitidf 
soggestod by those who had devoted their ]hat it, would.^ most difficult to ftavm 
attention to tlfis subject, viz. those of ebrn, any general- ayBtei&v that would cauteace 
rents, of salUngor of leasing, the tythesj them atU NSp loan, bo was nro». omd 
VOltXYI. '-iX 



PARLtifiBATte, Artiars, 

S ^upooM that goventmant were no^dlsp^wd tythai more ehi^rflilly t^an the Catherffot 
allemte the •ttSerinM of the people, if dW. Bot he begged the ,Hoiise cert- 
ay did wflart but u vtwld no unftir aider thh juetice of this man at it re- 
not to take into cmideration all the dif- apected the ote^mah. boil, gent, 
fieoitiea that preaenied themaelvea. The would firat pay him, not according to the 
gveat difficulty vTaa, that the landlorda full amount of the tythea, but according 

r E more for their lands than they ought to the net iralue of the living. Now ho 
get, and, in bis conscience he believed begged the hon. gent, to apply thatprbi- 
■' ■ ' . • • - - j!- ^jpjg parish which he hnd before 

mentiooed. In that parlstnbe incumbent 
let the tythes to the curate, and of course 
the hon* gent, would only allow for the net 

C 'nta respecting tythea was^ that of turn received b 3 r the incumbent, leaving 
ing them; hat be waa convinced, that oat of the question all that was reccivea 
when gentlemen looked at the atate of by the curate, which certainly upon every 
Ivelend, they would agree with him in principle of justice, ought to be taken 
Uunkiag, that to give power to the incum- into the calculation. It would have bevn: 
Ikeat to lease the tythes for a certain num- as well perhaps if the hon. gent, had in¬ 
ker of years, would net afihrd any adequate formed the House in what manner ho 
rfliqf. In considering this aubject, he had meant to lay this tax which was to sup- 
of conne endeavoured to obtain informa- ply the place of tythes,^4o that the mass 
tioB from every quarter, and among others, of the people should not know that they 
ke had applied Co the clergyman of 'the were in fact paying tythes. There was 


that that was the chief cause of the dis- 
Misfoction that subsisted. One of the 
plana which bad been meat strongly re¬ 
commended in order to remove the com- 


e rish in which his house sto<m, and asked 
n the number of persons from whom he 
received tythes. llie answer he re¬ 
ceived was, that the number who paid 
tythes last year was 19S7. This seem- 


sometbing very extraordinary in the pro¬ 
position of the hon. gent.; did he mean 
to say that the Catholics ought not to pay 
tythes ? If he did, let him state that pro¬ 
position fairly at once, and he would see 


tfd to be a great number ; but the cler- what reception it would meet with from 
gymaa adefod in bis letter, that the the House. If he meant that the Catho- 
tythea of e very great proportion of lies should be subject to the tythes, why 
tlMae persons did not exceed from 1 to 10 not b.t them at once fairly and distinctly 
'diillings. From this statement, the House know what they were paying ? One of 
would atonce see the difficulty of granting the grievances complained of certainly 
leases of Wtbes. The clergymen would let waa the conduct of the proctors Ofnoo-re- 
them to wnat is called in Irdand a middle aident clergymen, bur the great source of 
man, that person would let them to ano- the evil, he would still maintain, was the 
ther, imd so on, until the person who was circumstance of the landlord taking tOo 
to pay the tythe, instead of one shilling, high a rent. With respect, however, to 
would have to pay five or six. The hon. the grievances r^suhir.g fVom the eonduct 
gent, in his plan for abolishing tythes, of tim nop-reaident clergymen, he hoped 
seemed to think it necessary to ascertain they would be in a great degree, if not 
-not what the whole value of the tythes in entirely, removed by the bill for enforcing 
each parish was, but what was the net the residence of the clergy.—He regretted 
value of the living, and then to lay a tax very much that he cooTq not agree with 
upon the people to pay the clergymen the proposition of the hon. gent but he 
the value of this net receipt, now from thought it would be highly improper to 
this net receipt the hon. gent would go into* the Committee without having 
in the first instance, according to bis soiifothing specific proposed to them. H" 


own principle, have to deduct tythes 
paid by all extremely poor persons, wliom 
no meant to exonerate from this burthen, 
—And this tax was to be laid in such a 
way# acording to the hon. geRt.^s plan, 
tbakthe Catholics were to pay it witinut 
aotoaHy knowing that they paid tythes. 


be had proposed a bill, and stated what 
provisions that bill was Intended to con* 
tain, the House could then have proceed* 
cd to the dise'ofsion of those proviskms j 
but to resolve at once to go into a Cbm- 
mittee, without at all seeing their way 
through the difficulties that sui^oonded 


The hon. ^nt. Kotl himself admitted that them, would, in bit opinion, be not only 
the C>tlM^C* were conviiiued of the jos; useless but h^urious. No man celild' piii^ 
4^ of paying tythes, and certainly* there S«nbly foel a snore anxieps sqljqHjl^'l^A 
were nopooptein Irelahd who para thoi'r ^ tMe subject thno hie'S^jlM^e 'mlMtete 






tT^r» they wena aaxiooi to puttbifl sutneftl mteiMefl^ that they addkioi 

__ t Txa__ I't .» . .. . _ - _%.» .. 


vpon a better footing; and during the ra^ 
eeu he would devote the ntmoat of his aw 
tenUon Co it, and be trusted that by the 
next meeting of Parliament^ he shoold be 
able to propose some plan to the Houses 
or if he could ]fot« he should at once state 
that be coitiudered the measure as imprac- 
Ucablor^-^e should not follow the hon. 
gent, through the calculations he had 

versons 
iclaiidf 
latthey had any 



to a modificatloif'Of the tythes, PdrJ ,, 
own part, he miMt dver regard thh mhii^ 
inattention of mlhiatera to every appbdt«>' 
tion for th^ redrtsr of the Irish pt^lo 
upoin this tuldeet, Us a grdns bleach of 
those pledges by which nobte’lord 
(Castlereagb) baa contrived to dceompltsk 




the present mimstei boasted of beine/ayl* 
arid by tho right hon. gent, himson (the, 


Mpllcation* to the question beh>re the Chancelldi* of the Exchequer) who, iotoice 
House, though he should have no difficulty diately upon his succession to offiee, prO« 

I _ mitod to take up the business That ngbi 

hon. gent, howevdr, was contented to,pro* 


in shewing that the hon. gent, was in many 
instances erroneous. But he believed that 
persons of all Ascriptions were anxious 
to apply some rentedy to this evil, as they 
considered it. Whether he airreed with 


mise, and froip session to session to renew 
that promise, wUhout any apparent iotefts 
tion to fulfil it. The fa^t speaker nosr 


them upon that point or not, still he felt sudbeeded to the same system of proasiiie» 


and heVory mucli fimred be would! sue^ 
ceed to the same sysUm of performantc 
also. The hght hon. gent, celled upon 
the House to wak until next session, and 
that then he might do soasuthing. Buf 
was It fair thus to deal with the people of 
Ireland P-^and if they must wait, would 
the enemy wait also ? Would that enemy 
who was ever active in his hoetility to the 
British empire, decline to avail himself of 
the neglect of the English government to 
perform its engagements to the Irish peor 
pie? Would he overlook the discontent 
with which the severe oppr^sion of the 
the system was perpetually corroding 
mind of the Irish ? This was a coiwi* 


tytli 

the 


that it was the duty of governinent to allay 
* even a prejudice, or to shew that they 
had done evefy thing in their power to re¬ 
move the cause of the complaint. Bui he 
thought it would be highly improper to go 
into the Committee without having previ¬ 
ously a rational chance o?success; ifthey 
wore to do so, they would excite a J^nie 
of expectation throughout Ireland, which 
they would not find it very easy to allay. 

Me had shewn that the plan proposed by 
the bon. gant. was attended with insu¬ 
perable^ difficulty. * The hon. gent had 
declared that none of the plans which had 
been previously proposed met with his 
approbation ; under these circumstances, 
he confiisBed he did notsCe any chanCe of deration to which that House ought to 
succeeding in the object which they all attend, ere it was yet too late. They 
had in view by going into the Committee should take care to strengthen Ireland, as 
at present, he therefore felt himself bound, Ireland was the vulnerable point, and Uut 
though very reluctantly, to oppose the strength was best to be produced by re¬ 
motion. . moving the discontents of its unfortunate 

Sir/. iVtft^porr said that if expectations population. The people of that country 
of remedy for these evils had ifot been had really been so very ill treated upOa 
^held out at the*ume of tlie Union, that the subject of the motion, that it could nOt 
msasuM would not have been so easily be too emphatically urged upon the can- 
accornplielmd; and contended that go-^ sideretion of the House. At the peridd 
vernment, having held oat these expeeta- of the Union, an article was inserted in'the 
tions tot^ peo|M of that oountry, were act of Union for abolishing the tythes of 
bound to take «very*measuro,'aiid coneult agistment, because,' according to the d»^ 
ovei'y Xtoans of enhctiM phat was than tmet declaration of a learned jirdalie in 
M sokmuly now, instdhtf the^lnsh House of Lords, that measure 

fif applying the remedy the same eftpect- muif be earned as one of the cotdithttil 
atkxis lleri renewed, and du same o0hr ofan acquiescepceintheTTuion.'' Bat^slto 
was ttMrai, ts Wes mode two years ago, of complete com'imieaitoii of tydies 

Brother ^rtherheisifo pimistd. Xita lafter,tttoMravink&a^ 
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beim mntedj .(h« elToefr oi thfr/ormer 
W^. JUvhQUy to tmiufer the burthen of 
fitom the rkh leaded proprietors to 
,UM pootr« I) might be pretended* Hiat 
there, no dietinct pledge at the time 
o£ tbe, IJfiion. to accede to a commutation 
tyt(ies^ There might hare been no 
Wrjfteo bond; but there was that which 
.Was* equivalent to a bond in the mind of 
of honour. There were prospects 
held out in various directions* and pro¬ 
mises made by the highest authority* that 
0 commutation of tythes should be one of 
.the first consequences of the Union; and 
these promises he could assert had princi¬ 
pally served to reconcile many to the 
adoption of that measure. Stul it was 
possible that the same miserable expe¬ 
dient might be attempted with regard to 
these promises which had been resorted 
to upon the subject of the,.claims of the 
Catholics. How the pledges to the Ca¬ 
tholics had been evaded could never es¬ 
cape the recollection of that House of of 
the Irish nation. But the efasfon was 
laring. He could prove at the bar* as 
e had before offered, that those pledges 
bud been actually made. He could in¬ 
deed shew, by irrefragable testimony, how 
the noble lord (Castlereagh) had managed 
the business—how the Catholics had re¬ 
ceived a solemn promise in one rooip, 
While a different promise was made to the 
Protestants in another—and how the^pro- 
mis'es to b^tth had been grossly violated— 
bow the noble lord 

** Kept the word ef promise to the ear. 

And br(^k^ it to the hope.” 

But although all the promises to the 
people had been disregarded, promises to 
individuals were rigidly fulfilled, and Ire¬ 
land had ill consequence to deplore, among 
, other evils, an absolute degradation of 
the judicial function.—The right hon. 
gept. was, in his opinion, extremely wrong 
in founding his argument on this ground, 
that all the Irish gentry were most avari¬ 
cious, raising their rents to the utmost 
limit, and thereby begetting a feeling of 
resentment in the tenant, towards the 
^jorgy, for exacting dues they weie^ao ill 
able to pay, afier discHargtng the griev¬ 
ous imposition of their landlords* He 
could not see how the House could, inter- 
in the letting of lands, even at higher 
rdtoi than they were worth, between lancU 
thirds'qnd.. But, because (hey 

Could upi jremedy i^was no reason 

' retnedy witet wa^ 

.T|ier^tboi|«.geat,' 


bad BpokeiK of the canting of lands 
county of Waterford; $ hiinself^-ite 
could sgy, that he had* never caDtethdh 
acre'in the course of his life, nor had'he 
ever turned out an old tenants > The right 
bon. gent, had stated what was dcnie'in 
bis parish; and, as it. was .but .'&ir to eel; 
one parish against another, he would state 
what was the case in the pariah whero he 
resided. The effects of a (rial of the sys¬ 
tem recommended by his hon. friend (Mr. 
Parnell) was to throw upon the rich the 
burden before altogether .borne by the 
poor. By . a general ■ tax on pleasure 
grounds, &c. they had lightened the (ax^ 
on arable lands and the ground where 
potatoes were cultivated. Then, why 
might not this system be extendM 
throughout the country, every corner 
of which might be made to participate 
in the benefit? Why (pigbt not cler¬ 
gymen be content to receive the same 
sum, in peace and comfort, which they now 
obtained through everlasting turmoils and 
disputes?-As the tithe system at present 
existed, no part of it was favourable to ‘ 
the Protestant religion. It^would never 
extend it. The letting of the smaller te¬ 
nants to curates was net calculated to 
promote the interests of religion; indeed 
it had quite a contrary effect. As for the 
righ]^ hon. gent's argument concerning 
proctors, it was not correct, for they were 
employed by the resident, as well as 
non-resident clergy. ' He had consulted 
many clergymen on this subject, and* 
among others, one iliost valuable autho¬ 
rity, who had been resident in his parish 
for 40 years, and that reverend gent, bad 
said, that if a clergyman for one. year 
collected the tithes orbis parish, fah would* 
from a view of the disasters and distresMS 
it occasioned* be an advocate for com* 
mutation ever afterwards. By thesh 
proctors a great sum was diverted from the 
pockets of the poor, in vexatious lawaaits, 
&c. which never came into the hands of 
the. clei^yman. The mode^ too* in which 
ib^se proctors offen concluded theiir bar* 
gains with the tenantry was very produc*^ 
tive of oppression. They would call '* 
meeting at the ale-house* kepVuy a broft 
ther* a nepheWi or .some relattooy i and 
there feed at the e:^>ense of the i^tah* 
ioners. Other meetings of the same kind 
Trdquently took place before tbh egress 
meat was concluded* and.at length it.wall 
terminated* after dinner* wben4be<ipeajf 
sentry were hidf-drunk* and nnhble..tonU 
(cud to jbW own wgs Ihni 
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iJul t ’csat iras called in Sligo, and the 
tillieaaald to thh highest bidders; from 
,the oonclusion of which mafiy^distorb- 
jihom ensued. The' measure now pro- 
proposed would noC injuriously aflect the 
clergy. If they had an. equal income, 
they could not be interested in the mode 
4n which it was raised; and he knew that 
many of the higher order condemned and 
abhorred the quisling system. For these, 
sufid many other reasons, it was, that they 
•called on government to remedy that 
vicious system. • It uas adinikted by all to 
be wrong; therefore, they ought to hare 
M remedy. But the right hoii. gent, op- 
'pesite said, ** No! do not inquire. Trust 
tome, and, by next session, 1 will propose 
jt-Tneasurc ot redress.^’ For his part. In; 
would rather trust to the collective wis¬ 
dom of 658 members of parliament. It 
was aUo said b}^hc right hon. gent. ** do 
not hold out expectations which may 
never be realized.’^ This came very ill 
from those who had held expectations to 
induce a nation to make the greatest sd^ 
criBce a nation could make. They were 
also told to* wait for a year. Would 
these gentlemen be able to persuade a fo¬ 
reign enemy to wait ? ^ Would it not be 
better to heal and consolidate the empire 
against all external attacks. Were one 
reat part of it to have no induceiftients 
ut promises thrown out and never made 
good? Wore they to be told without in¬ 
quiry, that remedy was impracticable. 
As 1 for his hon. fiicnd (Mr. Parnell,) he 
had not said what Vas imputed to him. 
He said that the Catholics v.oqld pay, in 
an indirect manner, the same rata more 
cheerfully ihanihcy^would pay it directly 
to a Pfotc&tant clergymhn.—This nrgif- 
naeift was held f;ood by the example of 
that respectable body of men, the 
Quakers, who paid more than they would 
dc? were they compelled to pay direct 
lythes. The riglit honourable gentle- 
snan had also urged the inequality of the 
collection of-tythes. This very^ineqoa- 
lity was what was complained of. # In 
^one parish they took tythes on potatoes, 
which wa^jiot done in another. lu one 
part there was a modus to relieve from 
the iythe of flax, which was not allowed 
in other parts. TKhse were grievances, 
and it was indeed strangee to near th^ 
now adduced as reasons for not complain¬ 
ing. He would not enter into a detail of 
partjcol|r facts; but he knew many of 
tl^^parochial elergy of Ireland, who„^ut 
ftom ^ dread oC oflendiog the luperior 


and controuling powers, would 'iPb reddy 
to state their being entirely favouilibfe^ 
the aystem of hts hon. friend. The 
of Commons were not fully aoquainicd 
%Tith all the circumstances attending tlih 
Irish question, and, therefore', were not 
able to apply the necessary remedy. But 
inquiry would give them full information, 
and then they might come to a just de¬ 
cision. As for its creating a flame of ex¬ 
pectation, this was the usual and general ob¬ 
jection. The contrary was the case—.for 
n hen the people saw that tlje House was 
in earnest, prosecuting measures for their 
relief, they would be satisfied, TbeV 
would be^satisfied, even though the Vesuli 
should'be that no remedy could be found. 
If the other course was pursued, and in* 
quiiy stifled^ it would be the source of 
rooted and bitter discontents. 

Mr. W. Pote in explanation stated that 
be did not mean to cast any reflection 
upon the Irish gentry, hut upon the mid¬ 
dle men, to whose conduct, he fully be¬ 
lieved, wd^ attributable the greater part 
of the oppressions of the poor. Indeed, 
he was warranted in this belief from qfact* 
which had lately come to his knowledge. 
In consequence of some recent disturb¬ 
ances in a particular part of Ireland, 
which he had yesterday mentioned to the 
rjght hon. bart, government thought it 
its duty to send down a person specially * 
to inquire into the cause, and the result ^ 
his inquiry was, that the disturbances were 
owing entirely to the manner in which a 
man, who had just obtained a lease of a 
large estate, had let out the* ground at a 
rack rent to the people. Such was the 
communication officially made t« the 
Irish government, and such was the na¬ 
ture of the case in bis mind, when he 
abscribed so much evil to the misconduct • 
of landlords. 

Mr. L. Foster thought it better to en¬ 
dure some evils than attempt to remedy 
them, unless a digested plan were laid 
down to proceed upon. Such a plan he 
had not discovered in any speech he haA 
heard. The hon. gent, opposite had ar« 
guetf on general principles. Hit first ge¬ 
neral principle was the abolition of tythes $* 
his second was, thaf the treasury sbooM 
pay the lay impropriators; his tbirdt that 
a.tia should be substituted for the pn- 
senttythes. These were alt speculatioi;^ 
h) which the horot of the pibjeeter.m-^ 
inevitably be./tsappointed; and.dy 
he wanftvem from 
sanetKm or ceuAfoxumce, \ 
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for coHftld^radidn t» » Ccfmmittee* Nd 
doubt titbet were tn^ inconreni*^ 

ence; ee^v^ere rentSj tsauts, &c.; still they 
must be bornej and it«was nothing but 
folly tjo contend against them. ' Gentle¬ 
men in that House, arguing from their 
knowledge of the practice in England, 
were apt to hare a very erroneous opi¬ 
nion ot the system of tythes in Ireland. In 
Chat country small tithes were unknown, 
and the abolition of tythes of agittment 
exempted pasture lands from any pay¬ 
ment. A third of the property in tpthea 
too belonged to lay impropriators, and in 
this any change would be severely felt, 
and create much cfonfusion; for in these 
the property had for centuries descended 
iirom father to son, and were the founda¬ 
tion of family settlements. The House 
he was sure would therefore be cautious 
of interfering with such property, and 
consequently the principle of legislation 
now proposed must be exclusively applied 
to the other two-thirds. The (ioq. gent, 
then adverted to the resolution of the Irish 
House of Commons in 1735-6, by which 
those demanding the tythe of agistment 
and ^those concerned in the recovery of 
them by suits at law, were declared ene¬ 
mies to their country. This vote he con¬ 
demned severely, as having diverted the 
arable into pasture land, and thereby 
bein|; inimical to the population and 
civilization of the country. By it the tax 
passed froib the rich grazier and fell upon 
the poor man’s potatoe gaii'den. It was 
possible, that those who approved of thus 
taking one %a1f from the clergy, might 
wish to take the whole; but to him it ap¬ 
peared much better to restore the part 
taken away, than, by secret measures, to 
form a substitute for the remainder. He 
would stand by what was leA them. He, 
as much as any man, deplored the system 
of proctorage; but he could see no means 
of .getting rtd of it by any legislative mea- 
rare. In itself, be was happy to observe 
it curried the seeds of decay. In Ireland 
h appeared from the report before the 
House, that there were 1,1 SO ben^ces, 
on wUch there were only 740 glebe- 
hotnes, aod 500 of the clei^y were non- 
reaif^nt. The late*act was, no doubt, 
salntalT; but, till the glebc-hot&es 
WWW'completed (which active exertions 
werO tHipWftd in carrying into effect,*) 
deeraMte residence codd not be expected. 
Jb Ale M^aeded, the p^torage woobl 
AMneqdcgW^ decay, m wiaropdy tdi 
|iMd.iondldin amende; 


ment that^fsould be proposed, but wotM 
rather wait for the ^ndial or ^ 
system, than go into a committee to itnr 
courage rash and anfounded hopes whiefaf 
must end in diasappoidtmmit and hecessa* 
rily lead to discontent 

Mr. Berhert agreed perfectly with the 
hon. mover in all his views upon.the ques¬ 
tion. If the statement of the right hon, 
gent {Mr. W, Pole) was correct, it would 
act as an eternal barrier to the commuta¬ 
tion of tythes. For he had said die clergy 
bad now only one-lwenffeth, instead 
one-tenth, which they ought to have; 
and that any change must have the eftet 
of restoring their original claim* One 
tenth of the produce was one-sixth of ^ 
Whole value of the land; abd fad would 
say, that were this to be allowed for tbe 
performance of clerical duties, it were 
much better, instead of die exactions, to 
do away with the law itself. He had one 
other great objection to the system of 
tythes—they fell on the industrious,, and 
spared the idle. He wished a committee 
to be appointed; as, however it might ' 
now be urged to the contrary, he was 
convinced, a better mode of tything, thaa 
that now existing, might be devised. He 
concluded by warmly panegyrising the 
motion, as calculated to produce tim ut* 
mosWbenefit to Ireland. 

Mr. M, Fitt^ald had been instructed 
most earnestly oy his constituents, to im¬ 
press the necessity of the measure, pro¬ 
posed by his hon. friend, upon the House, 
Had the pressure of lylhes not beeft in ge¬ 
neral very .severely felt, he could not have ' 
had such instructions from a county, 
which, from its'naturi:, was as litUe liable 
to them, as any in the country. He gave 
his most cordial support to the hon. mt^er, 
who had stated many aggravated facts, 
which were sudicient to iiiduce even the 
friends of the tything system tocall for in¬ 
quiry. He therefore hoped the Hoaae 
Would not withholdik. In thehr am- 
ments, fbe hon. gentlemen'opposite had 
coifdned themselves to'the plan of bil^. 
hon. ffiend, but they ought to bare an¬ 
swered the numerous observatkvis tbriwvn 
out by him, which were in themselves suf- 
iRcient todefoand h^uify* There were 
many pleas of redress to each of which 
ptfraible objections might perhaps be 
made, but the foct was, there did exirt a 
great evil, and ifa commietee was appoifit- 
£d, end should even report that ne remedy. 
could be dneevered, that > 

keif ireid4 eati|fy, and iMuee ^ 
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pcopH tofmbnli|to<h<rir fniwlagt. 
wfien'mihist^s ukedlhem to ptit off iho 
qito^tiOn till AOxt sessron/ tiid to 

ffleir inquiry, what it but to ask them 
to^fut to what h»i already deceived them 
year after year. This had beena'atale 
practice in the Irish parliament fur 25 
years.—It was ever,- do not agitate the 
public mind white you have no digested 
plan/' bat this was postponing the ques* 
iron for ever. As for exciting a flame of 
expectation, he was desirous of seeing it 
excited. It would be a new flarae» and 
totally different from the flame of despair, 
which would be excited, should the House 
of Commons reject inquiry altogether. In¬ 
quiry they called for, because tythes were 
not levied in Ireland as ih England; be¬ 
cause the same class of persons did not pay 
them; because thev fell upon the poor; 
because these pd^ fiad not the same legal 
remedies; and, from the terror of apply¬ 
ing for redress to the spiritual courts, were 
drtven to enter into civil contracts, ott 
which the proctor levied costs, and dis¬ 
tressed the people. In Ireland the church 
establishment was supported by the same 
class of people who in this country were 
the objects of parochial relief, and were 
placed in the poor-houses. In England 
the tythes were paid by the rich, who had 
capital, machinery, and great exteift of 
land. In Ireland they were paid by the 
poor, without capital, and whose only ma¬ 
chinery to cultivate a small spot of ground, 
was the sinews of ^emselves and sons. 
A memb'tr for one of the most arable coun¬ 
ties in England, (Mr. Coke of* Norfolk) 
had complained of the tythes being to the 
amount ^f 5t. an acre, bpt what would; 
they^ think, when they were told that 
wheat in Ireland paid two guineas, and 
potatoes .36r. an acre I The hon. gent, 
then angered the arguments of the last 
speaker but one, as to the vote against 
tyjthesof the agistment in 1786. This, he 
contended, was an argument for, instead 
of against inquiry; as it made all the ca¬ 
pital farm^rrwithOTawfrom arable tqpds- 
tnre farming; The remedy proposed by 
the hon. g«4it. Was to extend the tydies 
again to pasture land. In bis opinion 
this was np remetfy. ^It woura be-to doa¬ 
ble tHe income of the clergy, wilboul re¬ 
lieving those now burtbened. The'idea- 
wnM prepetaterous, aild even had net the* 
maMOr been settled by the artioks of 
Uniob, tife boo. gdnt. weald find it ex*- 
troonelv ditheu^ to prevail on.pMiaiheiit 
to^doiible the iwd^uea the* 
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%ecleiS)r were already abandaii^paid; 
and it was indteent to call on the pobi«to 
pay the Protestant clergyman, who vrt»^ 
notevea expected to perform a single cld^^ 
ricalduty, a baptism,, or a burial for thent.^ 
-To prove tbis> the hon. gent, quoted w 
passage from a pamphlet attributed tv 
Dr. ^igenan, publrshed In 1787, and^ 
.stating the danger of any portion of tha 
laity from the want of Protestant p^tore 
becoming the prey df rambling Fep^ 
friars. The hon. gent, then proceeded- 
to ar^ue from the nature of the original 
institution of tythes, that they were iow 
tended for various othej: purposes beside* 
that of the maintenance of the clergy. If 
appeared that in the times of Richard tbw 
2d, Henry the 4th, Henry the 6tb, dovna‘ 
to Edward 4, that but a fourth part of tha 
tythes then collected was appropriated to 
the clergy nferely. He perfectly con¬ 
curred in the opinion, that the clergy 
shqpld be liberally provided for; bnf 
could not gcquiesce in the proposal thaa 
^ their emoluments should arise from the 
misery of the people. He wished that the 
Honse would act upon rational principle*, ^ 
and consider that such a mode of dratoing 
the country was completely incotisisteat 
with justice, especially if the present ccVi-' 
didon of Ireland was at all an object of 
attention-. 

Mr/ WUHam Fiingeraid wished that an 
inquiry should be instituted, of Candid 
and legitimate nature, but diffimed feeae 
the hon. gent, who bad proposed tiiw 
motion, as to the grounds upon which fl 
should be supported. * 

Mr. Grattan said, that he had for acoli« 
aiderable time entertained the same op4^ 
nion, upon the oppressive natore of le^ 
vying tythes in Irelai^, and that hw had 
not in all that time heard one argumeifti ‘ 
that could prevail on him to alter th^'opi^ 
nion. He was more and more convinced 
of the propriety, and of the necetoily, and 
of the practicabilUy of a coflinraia^on, ii 
was not the commutation that was itnpmc^ 
ticable, but it was tftw strict levy of-HMk 
tythe^tbat wa» ao* The Irish olMI^ 
ought not to attempt to levy a t o tt tt i of 
Irish produce, becaiito the measowr 'itoslf 
was^an knpontblli^* they ooutd tiot dtv 
ii, and what was more, they Wa.ald«d«attoy» 
thomkelvos by attempting to dw^itiibooto 
teinpv would involve Chmr desttwetioit aa 
»cor|k>totkiH« But Hf praeltbafeito; , 
we^H it be Im ‘ 

tilie tho 

vriHktdo eithsy^tbo.iitowrtty* 
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tien (^ainf church may become too 
rich tor devotion^ and then a comparison 
urill naturaUy grow ont of the wealth of 
the established clergy, and the porertj of 
the tolerated, the one will have its odium, 
and the other wlK have its praise, the 
odium and the praise being both popular, 
may be equally cxcessivei but not on that 
Uccoont the less mischievous. HO did not 
wish to touch tile present income of the 
church. He would make it the basis of 
any arrangement that was to be proposed. 
Tyihes, though abolished, would not aifect 
an income derived from a different source; 
the country was able to provide for their 
established clergygentlemen would 
say that it was easy to provide for the 
moderation of the Catholic clerirymen, 
but impossible to provide for the hungry 
ambition of the Protestant; who would 
listen to no other commutation than that 
of a tenth for a tenth. But that would not 
be said; he would not say it; for he could 
speak from knowledge in te8tin\ony of the 
moderation of the majority of the Irish 
Protestant clergy. There were a few 
whom he found to be suflSciently acute, 
furnished with a qoich scent in the pur¬ 
suit of clerical profits. They were, how¬ 
ever, but few; the generality were of a 
different order. But the tytbe proctor 
was of another species and another stamp, 
a public factor of public rapine; he ex¬ 
tended beyond himself the infamy of bis 
galling ana griping character. The church 
suffered from tbe officious nrinistry of those 
sordid harpies. The tythe proctor can¬ 
not help behig a tythe proctor. He only 
tollows his nature when he grinds. But 
the clergy should be removed to a jealous 
distance from the contagion of such a 
eonneaion. Me was for going into a com¬ 
mittee, if it wert only to shew the Irish 
Aitolie that their interests were not wholly 
tnaiffergit to that House« 


Df; Duiggniin said, that the grievance of 
paying rent to a landlord, mig|ht as well 
M complained of, as that of paying tythes. 
He contended that the true cause of the 
poverty of the lower classes of tbe people 
of Ireland, was very different from wliat 
had been represented- The people, in 
toct, were not by any means in such a 
mate^f indifftnee u been described. 
Altacka had been made upon the proc- 
epri ; btit the most avaricioas proctors 
eottjd hever act in tach a nmaner, ds tbe 
Rouse was given to suppose. It was ipi- 
'p^ble tor e proctor to levy one tittlb 
■ibre than hal hocn oidered by his em- 
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ployer. And wbat werp those tythd^ ap 
much talked of? To his knowfedgo hib 
more (hmi five shillings an acre tvaa levi^ 
ill tbe diocese of Dubfin; and he 
leave to ask whether such an impdution 
was too heavy; and if it did not on the 
other hand appear almost insignificant; 
when the immense produce of the laqd 
was considered i But the conduct of tbe 
clergy in making these demands upon 
their parishioners ivas very indulgent and 
kind ; tor, after tbe tythes had been due 
for some time, they were content to take 
a note at a year’s date, for the amount,; 
this was surely a very great convenience. 
It was wrong to call tythes a tax; they 
were no such thing, as the clergy wer^ as 
well intitled to them, as the lancf proprie¬ 
tor to his lands; and to their being a se¬ 
vere and partial exaction upon the pro^ 
perty of the Roman CmhoHcs, he con¬ 
tended that that could not be the case, 
while forty-nine parts out of fifty of the 
landed property of Ireland were in the 
bands of Protestants. 

General Matthew could p^ay little atten- 
tion to the observations of the last speaker, 
having understood from a noble lord noi 
now in that House, when he was made a 
member of the privy council in Ireland, 
so little confidence was he thought enti¬ 
tled *^to, that he was to be the^moViZled 
doctor. He (the general) had a petition 
bn the subject of tythes during tbe last 
year from his county (Tipperary) which, 
trusting to the assurances of the Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer, he had not brought 
forward; * but he now found him to be a 
slippery person. He was therefore, in 
favour of the iqotioni 

The Chancellor qf the lUchequer declared 
that it would be holding out a most^'iuw- 
chievous delusion to the people of Ireland 
were a Committee to be appointed, firom 
which nothing could be expected, since 
the gentlemen who proposed it, bad not 
themselves any distinct idea of the object 
which they had in view. If they would 
bring forward any distinct proposition, h»- 
Rssured them that he v/ould examine it 
with the greatest candour and attention. 
He completely .denied that tbe clergy 
were not edtitled ip the tythes. They 
were the inheritance of the church;'’ and, 
ifi commated; ought to be comibtited Jo 
the value of a tenth, with a dimhiutioh tor 
tbe expenees now attendant on their col- 
lectionji, In, that case he was persuaded 
the tendfltry of Ireland vtohld-pay miicb 
larfar snips thairi they did at presettu 





^«i.jni)iNa;iiiouoii«ot this nauire pe sj^s* nutting strangers xo near ^cbates^ pf 
tematKuiUjr negatived, and should no steps that ^use, and to communicate what they 
^ taXen to ameltorsOe the condition ot liwd to the public^ now stood. Any m- 
the pe«>ple «| lre{an4r ihe should £ae) it bis terruption to the practice C|f reporUng, ig 
duty ta pK^tfSe 4.he dissolution pf a m«a<> his opiuion^ would be ill-adv|sed. ^^o^ 
aiu^ to w Inch boawed the honour of a seat thing could be more ^distant from Jus tn- 

1 • A. • . ■ 


an tiuit llovff. 


tention than to restrain this |iracttoe« 


Ddf. W^ihafiiAc was cleaily of opinion Som% gentlemen might think it more 
U Jj^ecanis paiiiament to inquiie mi- vantageous, otliers less so;. Air bis om 
lately mto the situation of the Irish peo- part» he thouglit the advantages arising 
with a view to its impiotement* The from th^ practice viefe greater ^haa it# 


Berests of li eland were the interests of disadvantageb. Two thuigSy howev. 
^t JBriUiu, the stiengih of Ireland vifts weic absolutely necessary to be observ 


ue strength of Great Biitaip; and he 
uoped that the House would enjoy the 
liQOom; and bs^junesa of arneliorating the 
qopdition of the bn^te and gencious mba- 
pfiants^fthe sister countiy. 

^ Sir G. Mill opposed the motion, as tend¬ 
ing to hold out a false hope to Ireland. 

The IJguse then dnided; For the mo- 
tipn^ ^ , Against It 69, Majority 21* 

Tast of the Minority, 

Aheitorpinhy, how J. MauBins, W. 

Maavctl,W. 

lli6ii)ffton. T. Mathew, hon. 


llihiiiffton. 'f* 
jJernsTd, i 

Bertiar^, Thoc 
HviiRkyhoo. T« 
•I- 


Caveodiili. w« * 

Cnevey, t. 

J« C. 

Aretjn; L. 

titrgerald, Wno. 

M. 

tlSStJo M. 

firettao, ngbt lion H. 
1Mtey«X 

A. 

jHipchimMH boa. C. H. 
Qtqucbe, John 

USihOn, C. 
lioyd, J. M. 


.Aoeiihfivt. A J. 
plfcdopsl^, 3* 


MauBins, W. 

MaavctI, W. 

Mathew, bon. M.« 
Maule, bon W R« 
Mifton, Tiscount 
Mofrt^ E. 

Moore, Peter 
Newport, rt. bon. ur J. 
O’Hara, 0. 

Pameil, H. 

Poimmby, tight hon* n. 
Porobester, lord 
Powor, R. 

Pretlie, F. A* * 

Sharp, R. 

Smith, W. 

Smith, J. 

Talbot, Ai V. 

Templw osrl of 
Tierney, right bon* G, 
Tracey, C. A. 

Western, C Q 
Whitbre^, S»* 
WiJberforce, W. * 
Wynne,C.C. 


aisaavanragea. iwo tuuigs, nowev^ 
weic absolutely necessary tobeobserFs^ 
m carrying it on. First, a respet^lM dap 
cency towards the House ; secondly»a)| 
tliat fairness sn derailing the ^eebes of 
individual members, which, in. tnecircuiq# 
stances of things could be attained Wit^ 
ou 1 : tbq first, the sufferance w^uid be dan* 
gerouB-^ivithout the second, the pracUoe 
be useless. He particularly meant to al¬ 
lude to a speech of a i ight non. baronet (sir 
John Anstruther) a shoit tune ago^ which 
had appeared in a morning paper m sum 
a manner as to throw ridicule on tn^ 
speaker, being accompanied with annnta* 
Uons, and some parts of it piipted ui a 
difFeient character from the rest, so as qvi-' 
dcntly to betray the intention of the i[e- 
porter. He reprobated the idea of gn- 
couraging suoh a practice. He had a^ ^ 
remarked that the speeches of some of 
most considerableand distipguuhed mctfUr 
bers of that House were suppressed* #od 
even where any allusion was aiferwar^A 
made to the arguments or observations^ 
those membeis such allusions were 9)90 
omitted. In this manner did the pro¬ 
ceedings of that House go before th^ pub* 
he in a mutilated and partial form. If 
they were to be reported at all, they peght 
to be reported fairly. By suppressions of 
this kind the most destructive system of 


would ho completely perverted to 4u:K9g- 
HousB OF COMMOJI 9 . positfi putpose. stould piake Jio ni«- 
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t]«man in that House« particularly of himself right with the Hopse and the coiin- 
those who were most friendly to report- try, and should even have been anxious to 
jng; and he was alsosati^fied that he would bc'allowftd to answer the arguments which 
confer an obligation on the public, who had been urged against him. 'But he, 
would naturally wish to see a fair, a full, should never for the sake of any object 
and impartial account of the proceedings personal to himself, or from any idea of 
of the House. enforcing his own opinion on any subject, 

Mr. rfcTrtrj# disclaimed all knowledge however important, think of risking tho 
of any intention on the part of the hon. imprisonment of aii individual even fora 
gent, to submit any observations on the single day. He submitte<h that now, at 
subject to which he had now alluded. He least, the imprisonment of Mr. Jones 
had never thought of doing any thing in would be admitted to hare been a suffi« 
relation to the subject, so far as he nim- ciently severe punishment for the offence 
selfwas concerned. I committed. He bt^licved it had been ge- 

Mr. W&rtley hoped that all combinations nerally the practice of the House not to 


of the kind alluded to would In broken 
through, and that some paper would set 
the example of taking up the matter in a 
fair point of view, by giving the speech of 
every member impartially. 

The Speaker said, the hoh. gent, must 
be aware that this was an irregular con¬ 
versation. 

[Mr. John Gale Jones.] Sir Samuel 
Romilly rose, pursuant to the notice he had 

f iven, to move that John Gale Jones be 
ischarged from his confinement in New¬ 
gate, for an alledged contempt of that 
House.o Though the opinions he had de¬ 
livered in that House on the subject of the 
legality of his commitment remained un¬ 
altered, it was not his intention to call on 
the House to do any thing on the ground 
of the opinions he had then delivered, but 
he now bbilt his motion on the simple 
ground, that the punishment already in¬ 
flicted was sufliciently severe for the of¬ 
fence. He Understood, at least so he was 
informed, that, w'hen the matter was for¬ 
merly before the House on a similar mo¬ 
tion made by an hon. bart. now in the 
Tower, several gentlemen had said, that 
* they would have agreed to the motion for 
aettingMr. Jones at liberty, ifithad been 
made on any other ground, than that the 
proceeding of the House in committing 
nim to prison was illegal; and though 
many agreed at that time that the punish¬ 
ment was even then sufficient, yet they 
flid not feel themselves at liberty to as¬ 
cent to bis liberation, because they were 
afraid that they might thereby seem to 
acquiesce in the doctrine on which the 
Imption for discharging him was then 


listen to applications on the part of persona 
imprisoned under their authority, but pdi 
petitions, admitting the justice of the sen* 
tence, and the contrition of the party foC 
the offence of which he had been guilty. 
He could not pretend A* be so well ac¬ 
quainted with the practice of the House, 
as to say whether this was an invariable 
rule. But he did not conceive that there 
could be any practice, or any rule of 
practice so binding upon th^ House as to 
preclude them from proceeding on their 
own ideas of humanity, and from recol¬ 
lecting that, in the dispensing of justice, 
it ought to be tempered with mercy. Was 
it to be esteemed an unalterable rule of 
proceeding in that House, that they wera 
not competent to discharge any person 
who might have been committed under 
their authority, because he did not chusa 
to confess the justice of his punishment^ 
and to express his sorrow and contrition ? 
If that House had such a rule, it was ona 
which did not belong to any court of jus* 
tice ill the kingdom; and it was ex^emely 
difficult to understand on what ground 
the House could have such a dominion as 
did not extend to the measure of punish¬ 
ment alone, but entitled them to call oti 
the individual to abjure any errors or prin^ 
ciple which he might maintain. Thia 
might ^ave been the privilege of reli¬ 
gious tribunals, which were content to 
make hypocrites when they could not 
iiakc converts; but he hoped it would 
not be contended for in that * House.-—• 
Let gentlemen but reflect what might 
in such a casJ be the situation of indivi¬ 
duals who might from conviction enter- 


founded and supported. On this ground particular doctrines. One might 
he (sir 8. Bomiliy) should be careful ndt publish a declaration, that this* govern- 
to say a word which could deprive hirA of a ment was a pure monarchy, and that the, 
single vote of any gentleman who might two Houses or Parliament were emanations 
MthuH situated, lie should howevbr have^ from it, which might be sparedi Would 
istip happy of* the opportunity of setting the liouso cotttentL previous to t^ 
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1i))jeration of saah a man from confine 
jsent^ he must abjure and renoijnce hi; 
theoretical opinions, and so complete by 
a confession of M'hat* he was satisfied was 
not true, the measure of his own disgrace ? 
]f the House had such a power it was 
greater than that which any court in the 
kingdoih possessed. To insist on such 
power, was to contend for what amounted 
to the height oT degradation, against the 
person who was exposed to it. It went 
infinitely beyonsl any corporal punish¬ 
ments whatever. If such a power as this 
was to be asserted and maintained, if after 
imprisonment the person committed was 
to be forced to retract—if this was to be 
onc»of the privileges of the House—it wa% 
high time that the line of distinctipn should 
tie drawn, 4nd that it should be seen how 
far the principle was to be carried.—It 
would be necessary, in this view of the 
subject, to look back to times past, when 
they would see, that the form of proceed¬ 
ing with respect to the privileges of the 
liouse in this respect, had undergone as 
great a changes as our general manners. 
Formerly, when a person was called to 
the bar to be discharged, it was not sufil- 
cient for him to petition and to express 
sorrow for the oifence, but the prisoner was 
obliged to ask pardon on his knees. It 
was now half a century since such an ex¬ 
hibition had been made, and he believed 
the last person who had kneeled at the 
bar in that manner was Alexander Mur¬ 
ray. Nqt only was dcneeling at the bar 
formerly the practice, but on the occasion 
of a Cornwall election, two persons o£ con¬ 
siderable rank, one of them a baronet, 
who had incurred thef displeasure of the 
Hous^ were ordered not only to kneel at 
the bar to receive the Speaker’s repri¬ 
mand, but also at the assizes to acknow- 
ledga their offence before the judges and 
the county. He did not suppose the 
House would think tjiese precedents on 
which they should act. He begged,them 
therefore to consider, whether they nu^ 
tcit themselves intitled to impose any 
thing beyond an adequate punishment } If 
they did not, 'the question would then be. 
What was the punishments wt^oh the in¬ 
dividual had sufiered in this case ? It was 
imprisonment for nearly two months. On 
the 12th of March last, at whi£h time Mr? 
Jones had been in prison only 20 days^ it 
was the general sense of the House that if 
a petition *had then been presented, he 
should hav6 beeli discharged. He bad 
ibttk suffered an impViieamaat of S weeksi 


n\0,^Mr. John Oah 

for a breach of the privileges ofthaHouse; 
and he^ had since suffered an additional. 
punishment> by imprisoning for five weekfl 
longer, for the omission of presenting the 
petition, in other words, for not complying, 
with that formality which was usual on 
such occasions. No man, surefy, would 
contend that the breach of privilege for, 
which Mr. Jones was originally commiUecL 
was not an offence of much greater mag* 
nitude than tliis latter omission; if so, and 
he ought to have been disc]iarged five 
weeks ago, having then suffered sufficient 
punishment for the greater offence, who 
would contend that hemught not now to. 
be discharged for the smaller offence, 
unless, indeed, it was to be insisted, that 
besides submitting to an adequate, or tnora 
than an adequate punishment, he must also 
undergo that tprture of confessing that to 
be an offence, which in his heart he did 
not feel to be one. On this principle, if 
he <1)uld not bring his mind to admit as 
true what he knew to be false, he roust re¬ 
main in prison till the close of the session, 
which might not be sooner than the latter 
end of July—a punishment which he (sir 
Samuel Komiiiy) could not but conceivo- 
to be inordinately severe.—Supposing, 
Gale Jones to have an opinion, however 
erroneous, that he had committed no such 
breach of the privileges of the House, as 
warranted them in committing him to 
prison, and holding that opinion„to be im¬ 
pressed with the idea that it would be cri- 
ninal conduct in him to confess tite coOp* 
rary—nay, that such a confei^ion was a 
ine of proceeding which as a British sub- 
ect he could not adopt—he asked, if such 
were his conscientious feelings, was ther# 
a gentleman so intoler'ant as to contend,, 
hat on this account he ought to remaia 
n prison a? long as the House had tha 
power of keeping him there, and that it 
would not relax even at the end of the 
session, were it not that its power then 
ceased ? Supposing him to thmk that it 
would be an unpardonable crime in him 
tp acknowledge guilt in this case and ex¬ 
press his contrition, no judge could dis* 
harge him by Habeas Corpus. Was this, 
hen, so serious an offimee, that he must 
emajn in prison after be had already suf^ 
bred adequate punishment? What credit 
^oqld *the House acquire by such a pro- . 
eedii^ ? From the homage of so hupible 
an individual as ^r. Jones, who gained his 
livelihood by [^siding at a debatvw 
society, what * additional hpnour could 
iccrue to that Hquss ? NonanofcomiOM 
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sense could ^ conceive the submission of 
such a permn to be deserving even a 
moment^s thought. He concluded by 
moving. That John Gale Jones be brought 
to the bar to-morrow, for the purpose of 
being discharged. 

Mr* Secretary Hyder said, that for one, 
he could not concal' in the motion. If the 
hon. and Mearned gent, had been correct 
in stating, that it was necessary for an in- 
^vidual to retract his sentiments before 
he was discharged, that might income 
respect have altered the question. That, 
however, was not the fact; ail that was 
required was, that the person ^ould ex¬ 
press his sorrow that he had incurred the 
displeasure of the House. If this had 
been a case where the individual had used 
speculative opinions, and the usage of the 
House was to require that those opinions 
should be disclaimed, then the arguments 
and eloquent common places of his hon. 
and learned friend would have ^applied, 
which, he submitted, they did nbt, as things 
now stood. The question was, if the 
House was now, for the hrst time, to de¬ 
part from their established rule, and dis¬ 
charge Mr. Jones wltliout any petition 
from him expressive of his sorrow for hav¬ 
ing incurred llie displeasure of the House. 
What was this requiring of him more tbaii 
what he himself had voluntarily stated at 
the bar ? He was sorry not to see a right 
hon. gent, present (Mr. Sheridan), who 
had on a former night, if Jie was rightly 
mforaied, been solicited to present a peti¬ 
tion from Mr. Jones. There was no gen¬ 
tleman, indeed, in that House who would 
Refuse to present a petition for him. He 
Continued a prisoner, however, not because 
his otience was such that he ought on 
account of it to continue a prisoner, but in 
Consequence of his desire to put the Hou^e 
of Commons at defiance, and that he might 
have it in his power to say, that he had 
been the person to shew them that they 
had been wrong in all their former practice 
of commitments. Hewas one who wished 
no rigour to be observed in this instance, 
but.he b^id not heard any reasoil to in¬ 
duce the House to depart from their ani- 
fortri practice. 

Lord A, HamiUon felt particularly unxi- 
0ns th^t no doubt of his sentiments^h.oul^ 
be jlalt on this occasion, as be entirely oon- 
curi^in the propriety of the present mo¬ 
tion; The doctrines of^be right bon. se¬ 
cretary were not, in his opinion, of 
order w heal the breach that existed be- 
Iween the Hottic and' thd country. The 


person whose case waa now under 
deration ^ad done nothing der^aiory ve 
the privileges of the Homd. weacb it 
privilege was a ^heral unmeaning cry, an' 
undefined cant, which never swtiek his 
ears without raising in his mind asuspicion 
of those from whom it came. Reporting 
the debates of the House had been idly 
construed intoa breach of privilege, though 
at length it was peaceably acquiesced in 
as an advantage. But he was glad to find 
that no appendage had been hung to the 
question of the release. He had stated 
his opinion when the question first came 
before the House; he then thought that 
the House wandered strangely from its 
due constitutional course when it GGtt- 
descended to take up a private quarrel; 
the ofience having been given by Mr. 
Jones, to Mr. Yorkc, \^hich made it the 
case of an individual against an individual. 
As the quarrel was private, it ought to 
have been determined as all such quarrels 
between private persons. The House,' OC’* 
cupied as it should be, in the great con**' 
cerns of the empire, sbouldS'iot have stoop¬ 
ed from its dignity, to pour the weight of 
its vengeance on a man, of whom they 
knew aotiiing more tharr that he turned 
Mr. Yorke, Uic teller of the exchequer, 
intq ridicule. By the unforiunate notice 
which the House was led to take of that 
quarrel, a train of circumstances, some 
disgraceful, some most disastrous, was 
drawn on, till the privileges of the House 
began to be hmked on by the people as in¬ 
struments of danger, and questioned by 
even themselves as rights of usurpation. 
Perhaps the circumstances under whiclr 
Mr. Jones’s initatidVi arose, wefe such as 
might justify no slight popular discontent. 
A great expedition, the greatest that ever 
left a British port, had failed; the officers 
threw the blame on each other; the mi¬ 
nistry came to open violence upon it; the 
people demanded .an inquiry into the 
caused of that roost dreadful calamity; 
the House promised it; public expecta¬ 
tion was awakened, and waiting to seejtis- 
tfee done. The trial began, and instantly 
the gates of that great’ tem^e of national 
justice were shut. Was it not natural that 
the excluded peoffie should at le'vst ex- 

{ iress their surprize ? that wandering round 
he courts cn that temple, they should be 
dissatisfied With bearing only the brokenr 
and scattered responses that^ might be 
periodically issued out from the shrine, to 
leed knd to elude popular apxiUty f Ad^ 

ttlMog'tbat a tMmg'WBlir wrong, it 
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; ani^Mr. Jones wais tnlj ofte, 
among many, who felt dlipleased at the 
ac\ aE^ its aatbor; but his eflence*w8s not 
leselled at the House* In what predica¬ 
ment would the House be placecf by the 
doctrines of the right hon. secretary ? He 
admitted that the person in confinement 
had at the bar estpr'csted his sorrow for 
having incurred the displeasure of the 
House, and did the right hdin. secretary 
then actually think it becoming the dig¬ 
nity of thatHo^^, to measure ns punish¬ 
ments, not by the quantity of the offence, 
not by the natural principles of justice, 
but by the power of the offender to hold 
out in his opinion; thus making the wis¬ 
dom of the House to be the idle com¬ 
batant of the fully of any individual, aiiH 
forcing their good sense to depend upon 
Mr. Jones's obstinacy. An adjournment 
^ight be so raAiaged as to confine the 
prisoner for any indefinite time; and was 
this to be called only a fit punishment, for 
want of facility in the accused person ? 

• With respect to parliamentary privileges, 
he revered them, as they ought to be re¬ 
vered, in the mild exercise of their power; 
but if that power was strong, its use ought 
to be delicate; and to make their privi¬ 
leges what they ought to be in point of 
vigour, they musi be used in that form, 
from which they should never have* been 
diverted in point of principle. They 
should be used for the protection of the 
rights of the people. 

Mr^ Fulkr thoiight the question lay 
within a narrow compnsS. To his mind it 
appeared to be only whether the prisoner 
had been sufficiently punished or not. If 
he had been suffieiently punished, why 
wc/e they to have him called to their bar 
to acknowledge bis offence r That House 
had nobly cut up the prerogatives of the 
ccown, which had been previously unde¬ 
fined ; it now became their duty t6 re¬ 
duce to some definite state its own privi¬ 
leges, which even* the right hog. member 
in the chair wguld find difficult\o under- 

• stand. They were bound to define \heir 
privileges, and not continue the practice 
to cornmii^daiing tlie session. It was no 
matter whether a party were committed 
fof three da^ys or three months, as nothing 
could be more absurd than to commie 
without any certain rule to go hy. .The 

« hibjOcf in this free country had a right to ' 
have mme measure of offences and punish- 
vfieiu Established. They ought to enact J 
a Ma^a CuRfta of parfiament> afs they 
hdd tha Great Charter of th<tT citil Kfier- 


ties and rights.—As it Was sAfi&Mack oii^ 
all hands, Act Gate Jonte had beea SttfW 
ciently punished* he ought to be dm, 
charged. If they should not enact loose 
statute on the sutgect, he was determined^ 
whenever a question arose for a bommitt 
meat, to vote for it for a certain peri^ 
only, if their privileges should be lefii 
in their present vague and undefined state,- 
no man’s house could be safe. But as her 
had been already very severely rcpri« 
manded for a breach of those privileges^- 
iu orfler to avoid being led tqp far by ir^ 
ritation, be should read from a p^r what 
undefined privilege could do. The hon* 
member Jhen read, that such privilege 
could put it in the power of a nervoiHf 
chairman of a committee to call upon the 
Speaker for protection; it could give the 
Speaker the power to order a persou to 
withdraw, and to the House that of order¬ 
ing him into Custody, without allowing 
h i(p the opportunity f >f hearing the charge • 
againsk him; it could give the power of 
keeping Him in confinement, to the great 
affliction of his family, and so as nearly to 
cause the death of some of hisconnexmin; 
and then it could give the power of im¬ 
posing a heavy fine, and of reprimanding 
the person for an offence, which at com¬ 
mon law would not be punished by a fiuo 
of five shillings. If that reprimand shotfld 
go down to posterity upon the joumatib it* 
would be more injurious to the H(>use tlnfl 
to the individual, in the mtndsof tire people* 
Lord Fo/Aai/ofiedenied,thatany appfica^ 
tlon bad been ntade to have a petitiolf * 
presented on behalf of Mrj Gale Joner. 
But he had- risen principally from a wisir 
to set the right hon. Secretary rrgh^ 
as to what be had erroneously conceived 
and stated to be the practice of the HotnO 
respecting petitions. Tliat right hofl. 
gent, had said that it was not neceMu^ 
fi>r Mr. Gale Jones to acknowledge hti 
ofience, or retract any opinion uprin bhi 
petition, in order to hts' being discharged; 
but merely to state his remt for having 
incurred the displeasure of the House. Td 
shew that the riglit hoh. gent, was WOt 
correct in this statement; he had only to 
refer to a petition which he remendkered • 
to have been presented a few years SfrtCe, 
foom a Mr. Drake, who bad been ordered 
imo custody for prevarication in his evw 
dence at the bar, for having told lies and lirl 
ciEdfble stales, respecting kim^f, dgHbi 
his examination as a witness 
Houle. That petition* he bad 
brought upi awd vHtea it had 
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lie moved that it be laid on the table; bu 
was then informed by the Speaker, that i 
was contrary to the established practice of 
the House to place any such petition on 
its table, unless the petitioner submitteU 
to the adthority, and craved the mercy of 
the House, at the same time acknowledg¬ 
ing the justice of the sentence. Some days 
after he had presented the petition, how¬ 
ever, it was found tliat all that Mr, Drake 
had said was perlectly correct. The con- 
.sequence was, that Mr. Drake having been 
committed fgr supposed lies and prr^ari- 
cation was suffered to remain in confine¬ 
ment because he would not acknowledge 
that to be false which was afterwards found 
to be true. I'hough he had not remained 
long in such confinement, the parliament 
having been dissolved in three or four days 
after, yet that did not alter the nature of 
the case. Having stated this case, and 
the decision of the chair upon it, he was 
authorized to assume it to be the invariable 
practice of the House to require a peti¬ 
tioner to submit to the mercy of the House, 
and acknowledge the justice of his sen¬ 
tence. As the right hon. gent, therefore 
had stated tliat, if that were the practice 
of the House, he should vote that Mr. 
Jones be discharged, he had a right to ex¬ 
pect that the right hon. gent, would be as 
good as his word, and vote for the motion 
.of his hon. and learned friend, whose com¬ 
mon places, as represented by the right 
hon. gent, appeared to him to consist of 
most able, ana eloquent, and conclusive 
arguments. Upon the whole, he was con¬ 
vinced that Ml** Jones ought to be dis¬ 
charged, and should therefore vote for the 
motion. 

Mr. Curtoen observed, that the able 
speech of the hon. and learned gent, who 
proutjht forward this motion, was in itself 
suftioient to recommend this very impor¬ 
tant question to the most .serious consider¬ 
ation of the House. The case of Gale 
Jones at present seemed to him to be, not 
that he should be continued in confine- 
ipent for a contempt, but for the obsti¬ 
nacy and pertinacity with which he per¬ 
sisted in declining to submit himself,^by 
petition, to the mercy of the House. 
Though ho had not been present on the 
occasion, he was well informed that Ma 
J ones had conducted himself with prp-. 
priety, and respectfully submitted to the 
authority'of the House, when first brougdit 
to the bar* That having bfen the case, 
theuj be would ask, whether the House 
fvoiild consider itibecoming or just to pu¬ 


nish him for that obstina^, to which, be 
might perhaps have been worked up 6y 
others, cn abstaining from applying fOr 
his release by petition. The House on 
this occasion should leave out of its con^ 
sideration every thing concerning Mr.- 
Jones, or the circumstances which might 
have prevented him from petitioning. In 
that it would do what became its oWn dig¬ 
nity ; and he was persuaded it would be 
more honourable to them, as well as gam 
them more respect from the public, to 
discharge this man, than*to continue his 
imprisonment. There might be, and he 
had no doubt, there w'ere persons who 
would attribute such an act to motives 
dishonourable and base. Bat were they, 
as upright representatives of the people, 
in the conscictUinus discharge of a public 
duty, to regard such feelings? Were they 
to neglect to do a duty, <)ecause wicked^ 
men might ascribe bad motives to them 
He concurred in all the sentiments of the 
honourable and learned member who 
brought forward this question; he waa 
persuaded that it would be f‘ruel to call 
upon a man to retract or renounce opi¬ 
nions, the truth of which he might still 
continue conscientiously to believe. Such 
a principle was unknown to the laws of 
this free country; at least, he knew of nd 
law that called for such a renunciation* 

If the dignity of that House required that 
such a principle should be acted upon, he 
should be the last man that would vote for 
the discharge of Gale^Jones without re¬ 
quiring him to comply with the established 
forms. Whenever mighthave been his opi¬ 
nion as to the nature of the oflfence, as the 
House had decided it tp be a breach of its 
privileges, it was hot for him to dispute the 
propriety of such a decision. But fhe 
right hon. secretary seemed to have ar¬ 
gued the propriety of requiring a petitiop, 
on the ground of precedent. Could not 
that right hon. gent, perceive, that if 
there were any value iif that argument, he 
might on 4lie same ground refuse his as¬ 
sent to the discharge of G&le Jones, if he „ 
d<d not appear at the bar on his knees, as 
in the case of Murray, alludecUto by the 
lion, and learned gent, on the floor? 
Whatever might be th| cdurse of prece* 
dents heretofore, this was a time when he 
wps of opinion ahe House ought to make 
a different precedent. He was determined ^ 
to stand by the House in every thing that 
was necessary to its dignity; but ke did 
^ot think that would be best Ronsuked by 
protracting the puniihmenc of an . • 
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4ua1> because he would not apply for hi; 
enfkrgement, by submitting to acknow¬ 
ledge the justice of hU sentebee, and 
craving the mercy of the House.—At this 
critical and awful period, it was his settled 
and decided opinion that the House should 
not shut its eyes to the real state of the 
country. He was one of those, who, so 
far from thinking, as had been sometime 
since stated within their walls, that that 
House, in point of reputation, had not a 
leg to stand on, were fully hnd satisfac¬ 
torily persuaded* that such an aspersion 
was absolutely groundless—was in reality 
false. He was bound, nevertheless, to ad¬ 
mit that they did not possess that hi^ 
degree of public estimation and confi¬ 
dence which ought to belong to them. If 
by forbearance to discuss their real diffi¬ 
culties, they could remove them, that 
might be a reason why they should pass 
them over without notice. But, in his 
opinion, the only true way of averting 
danger was to look it boldly in the face; 
and these were times which imperiously 
*called upon tl^m to meet every difficulty 
with fortitude and spirit. The great bulk 
of the nation, he was convinced, was firmly 
attached to the constitution and the go¬ 
vernment, and ready to make all the sa¬ 
crifices which the circumstances of the 
times might require. He was constrained, 
however, to allow that the country had 
many grievances to complain of; and 
these that House was most particularly 
called upon to attend to and redress. 
Uilder this impression, it was with consi¬ 
derable satisfaction he learned that an 
hon. member (Mr. Brand) had that'even¬ 
ing giveq notice of a,motion for a parlia¬ 
mentary reform. It was*impossible for* 
^y honourable member to listen to the 
sentiments expressed out of doors, and 
v^ot be convinced of the necessity of some 
reform of the representation of the people 
in parliament. In order to shew how the 
feelings of the Housd and of the country 
pointed out the expediency of aaopting 
spme measure for that purpose, he h&d 
only to advert to the attention, which 
uniformly paid to every thing that fell 
from the honourable member for York¬ 
shire (Mr. WilbdrfoKe). This mark of 
respdbt that honourable member received 
ilia much higher degree than many other 
hon. members, who, without meaning any 
tfiing offensive to that hon. member, might 
justly coo^are with hini id every other 
respect. To vrtiat was this'owing but to 
the. great weight*irluch,must;tMturally 


belong to any thing coming from the 
presentative of 50.000 conttituenls? litis 
too shewed how necessary a reform was» 
which would give to the members of that 
House the representative respectability o| 
the collective number of their constituents. 
When he talked of reform, he did not 
mean any of those wild and visionary 
theories, which bad so frequently been re¬ 
commended for adoption in latter times. 
His wish was to infuse into that House a 
greater portion than it contained, in the 
present state of its constitution, of tha' 
landed interest. Feeling as he did upon 
this head, he could'not but condemn that 
extravagant prodigality1>f the honours of 
nobility, which had robbed that House of 
so much respectability, without adding 
any thing to the consideration of the other 
House of parliament.—There was another 
point also, upon which he must express 
his most decided regret and unqualified! 
disapprobation; namely, that list, which, 
upon thf motion of the noble toed (lord 
Cochrane) the member for Westminster, 
had been laid upon their table. In that 
list of pensions he was sorry to find the 
names of persons without merits; to per¬ 
ceive that pensions were granted to the 
relatives of persons, who would and ought 
to be ashamed to take such paltry sums 
from the public purse. It was by no 
means his opinion, that if the whole' of 
such pensions were done away, they 
would in any material degree Contribute 
to relieve the public burthens: but when 
it was found that such grants were taken 
by persons connected with the higher 
classes, the circumstance would tend 
greatly to excite and continue that dis- 
rust of public men, %vhich had unfortu^ 
nately risen to a greater height of late 
ban ever in this country.—^There wai 
another circumstance too more immedi¬ 
ately connected with their proceedings, 
which was likewise an object of regret in 
the present situation of the country; he 
meant that practice of personal crimina¬ 
tion and recrimination which had too 
often lAely disgraced their proceedings 
in that House. The chair, be was con¬ 
vinced, bad never been more ably filled, 
nor its duties performed with more dig- 
niif and satisfaction than by* the prqsenl 
Speaker: yet he must observe, that a great 
'^aftcity of order and dejcehcy hdd crept in 
f laCb which brought public men into dis- 
ipdit. Though^ be was 'persuaded that 
ifhere sfas much integrity and talents oft 
both #ides of Chet House, He mUst be UU 
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loijr^ tp 9af, tkat the Mrsonal alterea-^ 
^ons« to vfhich ha jbLa4 alludedi bad a di¬ 
rect te^deqcy to Ipwer them ia the public 
eatito^on. His most anxioi^^r'his oply 
w}ih was, Oiat the House should be rea- 
d«i^ re 8 pe 9 table, and though he certainly 
thought every item of saving of impoit- 
ancci yet it was not according to any 
view he could take of the subject by sub^ 
ordinate retrenchments, but by the reduc- 
lion of the greait establishments, that the 
country was to be saved. Whenever 
peace may come it would be a serious 
question how far speb reduction could be 
eifectedi hut the difficulties attending 
were only to be removed by 
a strong, firm, and efficient adnainistratjon, 
combining all the weight, ability, and ta¬ 
lents in the House. For the propriety of 
Sitrming such an administration, he could 
appeal to the House whether they thought 
it could, under any circumstances of diffi¬ 
culty, be driven from its bias to the public 
interest, by any minor consideratfons. 
iSilch afi administration, however/he must 
•ay^ could not be formed from either aide 
of the House. It was the duty of all the 
members of that House to attend to this 
great subject; and of all thdse who had 
nigh characters iu that House, and great 
sveight as well as sta^e In the country, to 
unite for that important purpose. If su^ch 
p body should dejclare themselves, the 
country would Soon rally round them: 
and th^4hejr privileges would be cheer¬ 
fully acquiesp^ in as privileges given 
Siolmy because exclusively exercised for 
the interest of the . people. The bill he 
had the honour to bring forward last year, 
though abused by sonm, and ridiculed by 
Others, b^ yet, he trusted, produced some 
good, and would lead to that gradual and 
femperato reform which was toe most dif- 

t pult to be auccompliahed. Of the right 
on. the Chancellor of the ISxcbequer he 
isjas .always dito08,ed to speak handsomely; 
bpt he could not look jipou him as pos¬ 
sessed of fpree and visour enough for the 
admkustration of public afi^irs in times 
iijm th^* The hopes of the.oourrtry, he 
Bhould rep^tf depended altogether upon 
0 combination of aU toe talents and tes- 
pectohility in. that ^ouse. ■ Having stated 
Ihns much npoa tim general situation, of 
Ihe country, w.shpqld revert to ther^ges-; 
tion. h^tote the Home;; apd pn this he 
should sufiy my that, he would Ibr 
thia libiraMnn .of Qale dpoas, oonceiving 
Jiwt ettich a^,meawe woeM: #©> toP^ar 
^se the hooour^toeidigpi^ ormp ehM 
racur of that House. ^ 


^ir 7*. Tkrton was of opinion, that the 
individual, to whom thermotion refertod, 
had aiiyady suffered*pupisbtoent ehong^. 
If be had, then, he would a^ whether it 
was consistent with their dignity not tp 
put an end to the punishment > The offence 
for which be had been imprisoned ha^ 
existed for several years, and might have 
been borne either by the I^se cmlective* 
ly or any individual mentoer. These de¬ 
bating societies had been neld for several 
years without having been taken notice of; 
and genllemen'might fecollect to have 
seen the names of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fo:|i, 
men great in mind, eminent in station, and 
great in character, placarded iu the same 
manqer as in the in&tance which bad been 
e^ecently complained of. He had no ddubt 
that the placard was a libel: but he 
thought that it was unworthy of the hon. 
member to notice it. JBut when it had 
been brought under the observation of tbe 
House, it must have been punished, though 
not severely. When Jones had expressed 
contrition for his ofience at the bar, it 
was his opinion that it would have been 
most consistent With the*dignity of the 
House to have dischar.ged him. As a dif¬ 
ference of opinion prevailed upon the sub* 
ject, both in and out of thje House^ it 
would have well become that House n.ot 
to qppear to punish the offence vindictive¬ 
ly. As to what had been said of the pro¬ 
priety of requiring G. Jon^s to petition, 
he must observe, that it was scarcely to 
be expected that a man, convinced that 
he was right, could he brought to-^cknow* 
ledge himself wrong. When he had last 
year moved for the release of gencraJ 
Claveriog, he was told that bis appUcation 
would be fruiffb&s, unless general V^layeriiig 
shoqld, by petition, acknowledge hi^ 
error, .and submit himself to the mercy of 
the House. But general Clavenng would 
hive submitted to rot in prison tfithes^ 
then admit what he was convinced he was 
incapable of, that he had been guilty of 
prevaAcation. Then it was sam that it 
enough th^t the pek’son should say hp 
was Soi;ry for having incurred the dispiear 
flipretof 'the House. But c^uld any one 
suppose thatbe was not sorry tor it ?, As 
to the obstinacy ihat was .iippHtod to him, 
would not- par^secutfpn or pcosecuiiun be 
.likely, tom^ .any man obstipate? But 
)iy Japing Mr. bale Jones in.confinement, 
wopVp^^P likely to come out eithefa 
.bej^r-subiict^ or witfi fewor parfiapiu ? 
Th$8 was o.c^ in .whtob they ought to 

mmetoge 
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hy, , Why ketep the man in prison ? Was 
thpre.any thing in the temper of the tinges 
to induce the House to that course ? He 
coujd wish that the learned gcntlelhan had 
. pot brought forward this question at this 
time. Though be thought that they should 
not act under the apprehension of being 
thought afraid : yet he would rather be 
suspected of fear than convicted of in¬ 
justice. He should* therefore, feel it his 
duty to perfottn an act of justice to the 
individual* by voting for the motion of 
the hon. and leaned member who had so 
.ably and eloquently recommended it to 
the House. 

The Master of the Rolls then rose to 
. submit to the consideration of the House 
the impressions he felt upon this important 
subject* and stated* that according to hta 
view of the'motioii under consideration* it 
might be reduced to two questions ; first* 
whether the individual had suffered suf¬ 
ficient punishment; and 2dly* whether, 
such being the case* he ought to be dis¬ 
charged ? He could wish* that he had 
, been better acquainted with the practice 
of the Hous% in such cases; whether it 
was founded on established law or on 
usage; and again* if upon usage, whether 
that usage had been unbroken IVom time 
immemorial. He should always be against 
breaking in upon long continued usage* 
because the presumption in such dcase 
would be* that it had been founded on 
wise and convenient grounds; and he 
should* therefore* be incliifed to abide by 
the us^ge long established w'hert it did 
not lead to'palpable injustice. If this usage 
, were* as he must presume it to be* such* 
that the party offending was not to be dis¬ 
charged until he should petition and ac- 
kncpvledge his offence* it would* he owned* 
lead to consequences to the full extent of 
which be would be unwilling to follow it. 
He«agreed that a man must be taken for 
guilty, when the House has declared his 
guilt by a vote : but then the individual 
may not think his act an offence and in 
that case it would be cruel to insist upon 
diis admitting or acknowledging it to bh an 
offence. But the right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Byder) seemed to think that such acknow¬ 
ledgement of the offence was not neces¬ 
sary. Upon thfs pqint* he should wish to 
put a question to some competent autho¬ 
rity ; and to none more cbmpetent could 

apply than to the right hon. member 
in the chair. The question was* whether 
the est^lished practice was as bad been 
' described: bift ^bugh the answer might* 

- * , 
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influence bis argument* if it were not re- 
regular* he should not press the question* 
but assume the affirmative* and ret^lt 
upon that assumption.—FirA* then* the 
reason why the practice of petitioning had 
grotvn into use was plain and obvious. 
The commitments by the House were for 
an indefinite time ; and as the prisoner 
could have no knowledge of the time fot; 
which he was committed* he was usually, 
led to petition early* in the hope that it 
might lead to his discharge. Into his 
petition* therefore, it would be natural for 
him to throw all the circumstauces and 
sentiments which might be likely to in¬ 
duce the House to comply with his appli¬ 
cation. Thus it was* mat the practicO of 
petitioning might have arisen*and thus toa 
the parties might* by petitioning* havar 
usually obtained their discharge soonec 
than they otherwise would. The House^ 
shewing itself indulgent to those who thus 
respectfully petitioned* generally released 
them in three or four days after their com- 
mitmeat, junless in cases of an aggravated 
nature* which may have led to the prac¬ 
tice of requiring petitions to be presented. 
—For himself, he was extremely loth to 
break in upon long established usages ; 
but he was not prepared to follow this 
usage to its full extent or into all its con¬ 
sequences. The effect of such an usage 
as this would be, that different persons 
might be committed for the same or ai«* 
milar offences, at different periods of the 
session* and* in consequence of this usage* 
be subjected *to very unequal degrees of ^ 
unishment. Mr. Gale Jones might for * 
is offence* be committed the com¬ 
mencement of the session* and not being 
disposed to petition* might be confined 
for six or seven months* whilst another 
committed for the same offence be 
confined only three or four days. Jones- 
persists in not petitioning* and continues 
the whole of tne session in confinement : 
the other submits* acknowledging his of¬ 
fence* and is discharged in three or four 
days. If a question were to be put to 
him after any given time of confinement* 
whether the prisoner had beep sufficieiitly 
punished* he might answCT in the' affir¬ 
mative* according to his idea of the pro¬ 
portion between the offence and punish- 
nfeqt. But if asked why*he should not 
be discharged* he should be at a loss to 
Ainswer, according to any principles of 
jurftprudence known to bun. Tbo con- 
jinuance of tho confiaemeiit offer safiMwot 
puni^Dient» was a paidshoent for onof^ 
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fence, of which the House had not de- aily means extend it beyond two months* 
dared him guilty, u(>on which they bad Considering therefore, tlfe length of this 
passed no Tote; it would be a punishment, person’s,confinement as compared with 
not for what had done, but for what he his offence, he should Vote for his dis¬ 
had abstained from doing. According to charge. He agreed perfectly with the 
any principles of jurisprudence with which hon. baronet who spoke last, that they 
he was acquainted, this would be a strange should not entertain any fear of being 
system of punishment. What diilercnce thought afraid of what might bethought' 
could it make to tliat House if Mr. G. of their motives. But he would not con- 
Jones were to acknowledge the offence ? sent to do an act of injustice, in order 
Would it be any satisfaction to their pri- that he might not be supposed to be afraid. 
Vileges, or any addition to their dignity. Such a feeling he did not entertain. He 
if he were to make a false acknowledgsnent should take the same course on any other 
to that effect? Under the presentcircum- occasion, lie had not paid any attention 
stances, it must be obvious to the House, to this subject before the present case had 
that in such an (acknowledgement the been brought forward. When he did turn 
party would not act voluntarily f and that his attention to it, he very quickly arrived 
if he were even to submit, it would only at the conclusion which his non. and 
be, that he might not sufler three or four learned friend had come to, and as be 
months longer imprisonment. But, would was convinced that the man had been 
the House thereby gain any security for su(rici<*nt)y punished, he^^shnuld therefore 
its privilegcs^would they acquire any feel himself bound to vote for his dis- 
accession to their dignity ? Could they charge. 

be assured thatGale Jones would not again The Speaker roue said, that ho did 
otfend in the same manner ? If He were not know whether it might not be the 
however, to offend again, could they not pleasure of the House that he should give ' 
commit him in the same manner as if he an answer to the questions vl^nich had been 
had acknowledged his offence in this in- put to him in the course of the discussion, 
stance: He knew of no analogy by which and particularly by the right hon. gept, 
this right claimed to make a man confess who had just sat down. lie was prepared 
his offence could be justified.—His opinion to state to the House what he had gathered 
of the original object and natural effect of from^llie Journals, as to the practice of 
, petitioning was, that the party imprisoned parliament on this subject. I'hc course 
might obtain his discharge somewhat the was different on cummitinents to the cus- 
earlier. But he could not perceive why todyoftheserjeant,andoncommitmentsto 
the abstaining from presenting a petition his Majesty’s jails. Inthcinstanceofcom- 
should on the other hand have the eilecl mitments to the serje&nt, which were but 
of lengthening the duration of his cmiiine- temporary, the practice was both ways, 
inent. Putting the case in that way, the The party obtained his release by petition 
motive for petitioning, as well as for ah- oflcn, and often by statement made in his 
staining from petitioning, would be oh- favour, as in case of a commitment of a 
vious. The person who presented a pc- witness by a Committee, when the Onm- 
tition wsis generally liberated ; but he mittcc reported that the witness comport- 
'^ho did not petition was suffered to re- cd or demeaned himself properly. Tlie 
main in confinement. This was the rca- House would recollect the case of Mr.^Al- 
aoVl why the preferring petitions became cock, who presented a petition on being 
Ihe practice, because there was soavcely ordered to the bar, and yetwas coinmiltetl 
anV/mstanccs, in which the party commit- to the custody of the sei jeaiU-; though dis- 
tea Aid not present a petition, except in chiy ged iu the course o^the same night, 
those cases, in which pride or conviction The last'cnse of that description was'thaf 
prevented the adoption of such a coarse, of Mr. Stuart the printer, wjiowascom- 
—Upon these grounds it was, tliat he was mitted to the custody of the serjeanf, and 
clearly of opinion that John Gale Jones afterwards dircharged upon petition, 
ought to be discharged*, if the House shoiild practice on commitments to his Majesty’s 
be of opiniofi that he had sufteted suffi- iaila was different. He might venture to 
cidht punishment. If he were to be asleep say, that in such cases the practice, if not 
What extent of imprisonmeht he shqpld universal, was general, not to release frooi 
consiAef a sufficietit punishment ibr the such confmitment, but upon petitipn. For 
offence committed, hr sHbuld say 1 this however, he could fiaA no rule ; it 
Month, or six jvecks j but dould not by j rested altogether on practice j and that, 
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with the q^lifications he had mentiooed» 
wA steady and uniform. As to the difier- 
ent forma of petftions^ that must have 
arisen from the difierent and various cir¬ 
cumstances which each petitioner might 
wish to 6riiig under the consideration of 
the House, k general,the par^ acknow¬ 
ledged that he had offended against the 
privileges of that House, and expressed 
sorrow for that offence. He had thus stated 
what he had been able to collect from the 
Journals, and which he felt it his duty to 
communicate to the House. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
that, as the Speaker had stated that every 
person committed to a jail, according to 
ih^ practice of the House, was required to 
])etition, before he could be discharged, it 
would not be necessary for him to say 
much upon this subject. The question was 
not whether a petition presented was in¬ 
sufficient, but whether tlie circumstances 
of the time or the character of the occa¬ 
sion w'ere such as to induce the House to 
depart for the first time IVuin its ancient, 

* uniform and established practice. He 
could see nothing in either to call for such 
an abandonment of the practice of parlia¬ 
ment. His hon. and learned friend had he 
must allow reasoned eloquently against the 
severity of calling upon a man to recant 
heretical, or theoretical opinions, Wiich 
1)0 may have entertained against the con¬ 
stitution. Against all such arguments the 
only answer was, that he was not to be 
railed upon to abjure any such opinions. 
But ha«^ing«been voted guilty of a breach 
of the privileges of that House,,he saw no 
reason why he should not do that'which 
he had already done., (Hear, hear !) The 
hon. gent, seemed to thinlf that Gale Jones 
had*doue enough in his former acknow¬ 
ledgment. But why should he now re¬ 
fuse to do what he had before done at the 
bar^when it was requisite according to the 
practice of the House, that he should pre¬ 
sent a petition to that effect to entitle him 
to be discharged ? This singleVircum- 
jtance was in itself amply sufficient to get 
rid of all the argument of his hon. and 
learned frieqjd opposite. It would appear, 
that he was not in being required to prefer 
a petition, called^upon to reCant any opi- 
iiioiW, by a reference to the minutes of 
what passed when he was at the bar. Fr^a 
these, it -would be seen that he admitted, 

In this instance 1 have erred ; and 1 
throw myself upon the mercy of this as¬ 
sembly.''- Warit not clear then from this, 
that he wunotU be cidled ontofeeant 


any opinions he had previoudy held } It 
was bis own contumacy, therefore, in rti^ 
fusing to do by petitioni what he had al¬ 
ready done orally, that prevented him 
from being discharged. But it. had been 
asked, why pot discharge bkn upon their 
own sense of justice? To this he would 
answer, that the justice of such cases was 
always govetned by the presenting a pe¬ 
tition. Refusing therefore to petition, he 
was not entitled to be discharged. It was 
absolutely necessary for the House to 
abid(f by its forms, and that without suf 7 
fering themselves to be bewildered with 
reasoning upon abstract propositions. As 
to questions raised witl^respect to the in¬ 
equality of punishment in the exercise of^ 
this pov/er of the House, he would admit, 
that the House had many infirmities in its 
constitution as to the power of inflicting 
punishments. • If Jones had any severity 
to complain of, he brought it upon himselr. 
He^had reason to believe, notwithstanding 
what li^d been stated by the noble lord 
opposite to the contrary,thathis right hon. 
friend was correpi in stating, that Gale 
Jones had applied to a member to present 
a petition for him. The fact he had from 
more quarters than one, and from persons 
to whom it had been communicated by 
the honourable member himself. In the 
case of general Clavering last year, the 
hon. ban. (sir T. Turton) would not even ' 
be heard without a petition. The pase of 
Drake, too, which had been referred to, 
happened in -a good time, as the gentle* 
men opposite sat then at the side of the 
House, from which he spoke ;* and yet the 
uniform practice of the House had in that 
instance been adhered to. In these two 
recent cases, the House had shewn more 
severity than towards Gale Jones; who 
was not called upon, to admit the falsehood * 
of what he had stated before, but merely 
to say that by petition which he bad al¬ 
ready said at the bar of the House. Was 
there any thing in his case that called for 
such departure from their usages ? Was 
there any thing in the period that required 
them to descend from their dignity ? Wqs 
this a*time, that they were to d imimsh 
privileges which were essential to thc4r 
existence ? He agreed that they should 
ndl be actuated by any fear of being 
thought afraid to do tneir duty ; bqt 
strong as he felt that sentiment, be should 
not4)e influenced by it to do an aet of in¬ 
justice. He WM of opinion therefore ^at 
,£ale Jhnes sbouH be made to submit to 
the practice of pjiiiiament?* This he was. 
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convinced the case required ; and as no 
circunistaaces had been shewn to induce 
the House to depart from its established 
)wage, he should feel bound to vote against 
the motion. 

Sir To Turtm in explanation stated that 
he had presented no petition from ge¬ 
neral Clavering, whom nothing could have 
tempted to acknowledge, that he had pre¬ 
varicated, when conscious that he was 
wholly incapable of such conduct. 

Mr. Whitbread, if the explanation of the 
hon. hart, kad not anticipated him, had 
intended to set the right hon. gent, right 
* as to the allusion he had made to the case 
of general Claverifig. No peti/ion what¬ 
ever had been presented to the House from 
general Clavering, and therefore so far as 
the reasoning of the right liun. gent, 
rested upon that case, it must fall to the 
ground. The object of the hon. bart. on 
that occasion was to induce the House to 
expunge the whole of the proceedings 
against general Clavering from ^ts Jour¬ 
nals, and thus to do away the foundation 
of the commitment altogether. He was of 
opinion that the right hon. gent, in the 
course of his argument, had done great in¬ 
justice to Gale Jones. By comparing bis 
commitment to the cases of persons com¬ 
mitted for falsehood or prevarication, the 
right hon. gent, had done much injury to 
the person whose case was now under 
consideration. He was glad however to 
find the right hon. gent, opposite admitting 
that the submission of Mr. Gale Jonesat the 
bar was sudiciently amplefbecause when 
he had stated that upon a former occasion 
these right hon. gentlemen had denied the 
fact. Now,bowever,therighthon. gent.op¬ 
posite acknowledged that the submission 
was such at thitt time as to sati.^ him, if 
only renewed in a petition. Ine right 
iionourable gentleman had made but a 
partial quotation from the^ minutes, be¬ 
cause if he had quoted the whole passage, 
it would give a different appearance to 
the feeling t^t produced it. The passage 
should begin, “ On reviewing the paper, 
however, I acknowledge my error, &c.” 
The House of Commons, therefore. Be did 
think, had treated Gale Jones with great 
'cruelty, in committing him for su^ an 
offence affer*be had thrown himself upon 
j&eir mercy.—But the rmfat hon. grat. 
had ' argued with an air of triumph, that 
as he now refused to acknowledge b| pe¬ 
tition what he had previously admitted, 
ft wus therefore owing to his own cont&4, 
imey that he was not discharged. What 


could the House knowofMr. Jones, or he 
of the House of Commons, that after hiv¬ 
ing admitted his error and thrown himself 
upon its mercy, it should be expected that' 
he should a second ^time acknowledge his 
offence ? Was it not enough that he had 
once made the acknowledgnient ? No! 
said the right honourable gentleman, in 
the true spirit of his intolerance—no! we 
must have him again do that which he baa 
done before; we shall have him again at 
the bar, and make him shew that he haa 
not changed his opinion.* But, supposing 
him to have changed his opinion, suppos¬ 
ing that others too have changed their 
opinion upon the subject, why should they 
compel him to say that what he thought 
true yesterday, he continues to think true 
this day ? fte was aware that the right 
honourable gentleman was stcdfastly fixed 
in his religious opinions, end that he might 
perhaps be disposed to call upon the 
House to believe all they had been taught 
when they were children. But, said the 
right hon. gent he is not to be called on^ 
to retract any theoretical qpinion. If he' 
had changed his opinion upon the subject 
of that paper, which he had before ad¬ 
mitted to be an offence or error on his 
part, would it not be to call upon him to 
do violence to his conviction, to oblige 
liim«to acknowledge what he did not now 
believe ? The right hon. gent, must be 
aware that there had been such an event 
as the reformation. Suppose a man to 
have lived before the reformation, and 
for disbelieving transubstantiation to liare 
been brought before the persecuting in¬ 
quisition. Suppose him before that ter¬ 
rible tribunal to admit that he Jbelieved 
the article, and notwithstanding to be sent 
to prison, where, meeting with bools to 
enlighten him, he discovers the error into 
which he had fallen, and reverts into his 
former opinion, would it be no retraetKion 
of bis opinion for him to be obliged to 
admit the doctrine of transubstantiation ? 
But the^'right bon. gent, if he did not ac¬ 
knowledge what he had ‘ before admitted, 
would apply to him the torture of the 
mind. Might not the man ppperly avow 
he would rather rot in prison than submit 
to such a recantation? than be driven to 
admit that to be tnie, which he knew to 
»bq false ? This would be Jones’s case, if 
he had conscientiously changed, his opi¬ 
nion since he had been at the bar of tba't 
House. But the right hon. gent, would 
have his confinement continued to the 
end of the seisioBj if he did not petitioiv 



713] PARL*D£BATE% Apbil id, 1810_ Mr. John Qok Jom. 14 

and that too at a time when he was re knew that manoriaK rights, for. Instance, 
marking upon thh infirmities of the House had fallen to nothing. So ought the un^ 
of Commons respecting the inflection of necessary privileges of that House to have 
punishments. That right hon. gent, was been abated. All that was not necessary 
the first man who, In a British House o~ to be retained 'should be given up; and 
Commons, desired that it might have the there was no privilege more -odious in 
power of imprisoning for a time certain principle to the public^ or at least more 
This was the first instance of such a doc- exceptionable in practice, than that under 
trine being broached, since these ques- which Gale Jpnes was imprisoned. Tbere- 
tions had beet^ canvassed by able and en- fore, every hour this man was detained in 
lightened men. If he for one were to be prison must increase the odium prevailing 
in the situation of Jones and to petition, against the privilege, while it was an 
he would be a hypocrite. aggravation of the injustice and cruelty 

The other right bon. gent. (Mr. Ryder) practised towards the individtial. What, 
who had called the able speech of his ho- he would ask, could the House gain for 
nourable and learned friend, a collection of even this privilege, for any alleged 
common places, had certainly exhibited in claim to flignity, by imprisoning this man 
hiS own impressive, eloquent, illustrative, until the end of the session? Was it to be 
and conclusive speech a most striking con* argued, that unless Mr. Jones acted the 
trast to the common places he described ‘ hypocrite, by acknowledging himself 
But it had beep said, that, in all such wrong, the House would not liberate 
casesasthatof Jones, the House was bound him? It might be said that he would 
to decide for itself. That he denied. It not act the hypocrite by stating in a pe- 
had not done so in the case of Stockdale titfoii, merely what he liad .said at the 
and of Reeves, in both of which the attor- bar. But^supposing he had changed his 
' ney-general was ordered to prosecute, opinion since he had been at the bar. 
The right hdn. gent. (Mr. Ryder) there- would the House punish him for that 
fore had mistaken and mis-stated the prac* change by a prolong^^d imprisonment? 
tice of the House. In all his arguments. If change of opinion were a penal thing, 
the right hon. gent, confounded the com- he felt that he (Mr. W.) would not him- 
mitment of Gale Jones with commitments self be exempt from penalty ; for his opi- 
to wh^ch it bore no resemblance. ^Why iiion was directly the reverse of what it 
should it be confounded with the cases of fiad been when first this case was brought. 
Drake, of Clavering, and of Sandon? For- before the House. In fact, a change of 
bid it, justice ! forbid it, fair dealing! for- opinion, when sincere, when the result of 
bid it, the spirit of toleration ! Mr. Gale an honest conviction, could in no instance 
Jones had J>een putfished for a thing, that, be justly the subject of punishment or < 
to the knowledge of every member in the censure. But to return to the privilege 
House, had been practised everyday for under consideration, it was to be recol- 
a considerable time past. As to the pri- lected, that this privilege would not be 
vilege/of the House, her conceived they surrendered by the adoption of the mo- 
should be resorted to only in cases of nu- ion, and that recollection must obviate 
cessity; and he saw no necessity for the many of the objections urged against it.^ 
House having exercised its power in the For if Jones should be liberated to-morrow/ 
case of Mr. Jones. He happened not to and should attemptto violate the privileges 
be in the House at the time the vote passed contended for, he might be re-commltlcd 
for bis committal, and be was now happy under the sanction of the same privilege, 
that he had in no degree made himsdf a to prison upon the next day. The House 
party to that vote. 11^ however, he ^had then having this power, what reason could 
'happened to be present at the time the be advanced for resisting this motion ? 
question respecting the commitment of certainly none upon the ground of an ad- 
Jones was put to the vote, he should lierence to privilege, because not a doubt 
have rather voted to have it referred as to that privilege would be expressed 
to a jury. It was preposterous to main- on implied by the /^assin^ pf this motion, 
tain, as the right honi gent, who spoke to the recommendation of his hon. 
last a^rted, that ancient privil8ge*s xiend (Mr. Curwen), that an union should 
'should be tenaciously preserved; for how place between the ministers and 

.many of these privileges bad been found .hose by who^ they were generally odp 
untenabje ccgisiatently with justice andjqiosedp he mlist observe, that be could 
the common sen^ of mankind ? They alf not see that any good uspuld result from 
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such an union. Indeed, he should ra¬ 
ther apprehend the contrary. For ac¬ 
cording to the old adage, if new wine 
were put into old bottles it would spoil, 

1 *... iC _ « . . , ^ 


m 

not inadequate to the ofiTence which bad 
been committed. He allowed that he felt 
great repugnance in agitating the subject 
on that particular eccasion. He could 


but if new wine were put into new bottles wish that it had been' postponed at least 
it would be preserved. for forty-eight hours. When, however, it 

Mr. Windham, considering what was to was considered, tliat the agitation of the 
take place to-morrow (the Meeting of the question was not the act of the party im^ 
Westminster Electors), dcprocated the idea mediately concerned, but of another, it 
of agreeing to the motion for liberating would appear that that was^no ground for 
Jones. For that would be, on the vigil of refusing to concur in the proposed mo« 
their saint, giving up Barabbas to the peo- Lion, if be thought that the hon. and 
pie, who would not be imposed upon by learned gent, had broug^it forward this 
the gift; who would not ascribe it to question in consequence of a comniunica- 
moderation or justice, but to fear., Was tion with the individual immediately con- 
the House, then, rlispused to shew that cerned, he would be ready to agree with 
fear, or should they nut rather, *^0 repeat those who contended, that the choice of 
words already used in the course'of the tknc ought to be conclusive against ttie 
debate, be afraid to betray any such fear, motion ; but any such communication he 
Kecurring to the cause from which this understood the hon. and learned gent, dis- 
discussion ori^;ina11y sprung, the right tinctly to disclaim.—Tt^re was in this 
hon. gent, expressed his un(iualificd ap- case an alternative which called for the 
probation of the conduct of Mr. Yorkc, exercise of the soundest discretion of the 
notwithstanding all the consequences House, ought the House to exhaust on tho 


which follow C(J, and his resolution to re¬ 
sist any such conecs.d n as this motion 
had in view, particularly ai. the present 
moment. 

Mr. Vminhi’^ ob. ervcd, tliat he was not 
the inastei of the timCj at which the pend¬ 
ing discu£>.'>j(>n had taken plare; he had 
not sought for the agitation of it at th^ 
.present moment; but as it had been 
mought forward, it was his duty to give 
his vote according to the be.it of hit. judg¬ 
ment. He was not one of t()ose, who en¬ 
tertained the sniaiitv ^ doo.bt of the vali- 


olTence of Mr. Gale Jones the whole of the 
punishment which thpy were capable of 
intlictiiig on the most aggravated ollbnce, 
or could that be considered a very severe 
punishment which must necessarily soon 
ai'iivc at a termination. The distinction 
which he had taken the liberty of mark* 
ing l^dvveeii the mode in which this mo¬ 
tion was brought forward, and the mode 
in which it might have been brought tor- 
ward—in the one case, with the concur¬ 


rence of the prisoner, and in other without 
it, applied to another* part of, the argu- 
*dity of t!ie, privileges of the House of ment, namely, the question of contumacy. 
Commons, or of the right and the power If the application to the House were made 
of exercising them. Those que.stlous had ! without the concurrence of the prisoner. 


already been deliberately and aoiemuly 
decided by the House; and, in that de¬ 
cision, his own individual opinion con¬ 
curred. But the Hoo^e were not by the 
motion under consideration asked to re¬ 
cant, either ‘individually or in a body ; 
they were not asked to give up the pri¬ 
vileges themselves, or to cull ill doubt the 
propriety of their exercise in the present 
instance. The simple question before 
them was, whether the Duuishment wSiieli 
had been already dealt out to the indivi¬ 
dual who had incurred their displeasure, 
was adequate., to his ollence. No oi.e 


1 


it’could not, by Ruy means, be contumacy 
in him not to have presented a petiLionr,es- 
pecially as he had immediately after the 
commission of his offence desired mercy, 
and as it might appear to him that the {Tro- 
Icssions which were used in vain, to pre¬ 
vent theiolliction of punishment, might be 
used in <nin to shorten its duration. The 
quefttion, however, having been brought 
" jnvard, the House had to consider which' 
was the most advantageous yvay of dis¬ 
posing of it. He was not one of those who 
thought it a matter of great congratulation 
that all these questions of privilege were 


bein^ prepared to say that there was t>rought to issue at the present time. He 
precise or speciRc duration of punishment, stated this as his sincere opinion, without 
proportjpnate to the offence, and all bamg imputing blame or even indiscretion td 
left to judge for themse^es upon that any man. The course of circuqistaiices 
question, he could not butthipk tliat th6 J^had produced what he didsnot conceive 
pooishment which had been inflicted was f to be a very desirable conjuncture. That 
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sanifi kind of 6bj^6t!oh i^bufd 
to the term ''wound but as to the WoH 
'^^roaiin/' could be h6‘ dOdbt of its 

Jfegal definition, fie would,, Aerefore, 
drst propose this amendment," 'J^at the 
'^ords, * but, wound/ be left out, for the 
purpose of inserting,' kill, stab which 
would be less dangerous in their applica- 
{ioh. 

Lord Erskine conceived that thh words 
^hich pfecedetl those objected to by his 
iioble an'd learned friend, would have pre¬ 
vented their misinterpretation ; because 
it must have been evident to a jury, that 
the cutting, Wounding, or othei wise abusing 
had be^n committed maliciously, and 
with w'anton cruelty. He had thought it 
expedtent to address their lor(i«iii})s ag%|n 
on the bill, and its principle ; but be had 
received more letters than would fill three 
such trunks as nn their lordship’s ta¬ 
ble, from all parts of the country ; detail¬ 
ing the mr)st horrid acts of cruelty. He 
had rc( eived one, only yesicrduy, from a 
respectable gentleman in the country, 
wherein was detailed the cruel act of a 
man, who had^dtsiroynl two mares, by 
thrusting the handle of his whip into their 
bodies. He had shewn this letter to his 
noble and learned friend, and it appeared, 
that ahhough the otfeiice wore tried ut the 
assizes, it was not pimiohahle imdej^ the 
statute, bccauseno malice could be proved 
against the owner. When he first brought 
this subject tinder their coni^ideratioii, he 
had suu^cstcvl that the laws which existed 
only regarded the treatment of animals, so 
Far as it was .jjonncctcd with lt»c owner¬ 
ship ami dominion of man. liut the at¬ 
tending to the feeling of the animal itself, 
and preventing cruelly from a considera* 
tioii of its sulFering, was certainly new, 
and deserved to be considereil as an ffira 
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thdt in 116 cburitry under theedn li^there 
Wy of legislation for the protec- 

tion of dnimflh, Except &o far as related to 
th^ interests of man. He was not tfaer^ 
fore prepaired to approve altogether of the 
principle of the bill; but at any rate it 
^was incumbent upon the House to render 
it« enactments so definite and certain, that 
it raigh£ not be rendered an instrument of 
vexation aijd oppression. It was with this 
view he had moved his amendment j and 
he must also object to the bill being ex¬ 
tended, as it was at present,^to sheep and 
swine. Those were animals very apt to 
trespass; and the provisions of the bill, if 
applied with respect to them, might lead 
to great dppressidns, \ pig might get into 
a cotldgc, and be eating the cottager’s po¬ 
tatoes ; the cottager might strike the pig 
with a shovel, and for thus wounding the 
pig might under thebill be ioiprisoned for 
a month. There wese other cases of 
pipssion which might arise out of such a 
biN, and it was therefore necessary that 
it should abe very cautiously and de- 
finiu'ly worded. With respect to acts^ 
of cruelty committed publicly upon ani¬ 
mals, these were contra bonos mores, and 
the |>artie.s committing them were liable to 
imliclment. , 

The Lord Chancellor, in not opposing 
the progress of the bill in its present stage, 
wished it to be understood, that he nii^t 
not thereby be cunsiderid as precluded 
from saying cruUent, or not content, to the 
passing of hill, according to the slnipe 
in which it cnnfe out ofihe ComitiUtee. Ia 
looking at this bill for die yrotectiou of 
animals, he could* not help asking, why as 
the ox was mentioned the bull was not 
also included ? 

Tiie Earl of Lauderdale was decidedl/ 
hostile to the bill, conceiving that th^ 


in legislation. Still his noble and learned 
friend had thought it expedient to propose 
the alteration mentioned, and he was 
Bure that such was Ifis knowledge of that 
noble and learned lord, that he had done 
go from mature consideration, and a sense 
of duty, that he was willing to agree with 
him, rather dissent from authority be 
80 much respected. 

Lord ElletJjorough could* not help dif- 
■ferkig in some degree with his noble and 
learned friend. He had strong objections 
to making a new a:ra in legislation upon ^ 
this point.-^He was of opinion that the 
moral, sense of mankind was sufficient, 
as it bjtherto had been, fbr the protection^ 
of animals [; and it waa to be obseTTe*d 
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moral sense of mankind was amply suffi¬ 
cient for the protection of animals, and 
that nothing could bs' more dangerous than 
altempling to enforce principles of mo¬ 
rality or humanity l»y legislation. 

fiord Redesdale objected altogether to 
legislating upon the principle now as¬ 
sumed. The bill, however, was deficient 
in the very object which it. sought, as it , 
did not extend its protection to animals, 
•wjjich it might liave been^supposed would 
have naturally come under Us provisions. 
Thus, for instance, the ball was not men¬ 
tioned, although it was well ^nowp .that 
bulls were cruelly used fay being baked, 
whilst, at the%ame time, bull-baits were a 
greai terror and annoyance to tfab neigh- 
• 3 L 
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botirhood m which they took place. As 
16 the other objects, embraced in the bill, 
•they Were not fit for the interference of 
the leghfaiure, as they did not concern 
the advantage or the .injury of man. He 
was roady to allow the purest motives to 
the noble ^ and learned lord, but perhaps 
he had'so long contemplated this subje^/ 
that his mind had become so heated, as^o 
prevent the exercise of His cool discre¬ 
tion. * 

Lord Erskine said", if his mind had been 
too much heated, he thought the mieds of 
other noble lords had been too lon^ cold 
in the expression of their opposition to 
the principles of this bill. He thought 
• there wasconsideral leinconsistericy,when 
he recollected the unanimous support the 
hill had received the last session, when 
there were present 110 -peers. No one 
had intimated his objection, except the 
,Mble and learned lord who had last ad¬ 
dressed them. In'" the House of Com- 
tnotiSf though opposition was made, it ^as 
read the second time with the consent of 
0 large majority, and would have passed, 
if it bad not been at the end of the session, 
^hen there were scarcely members to 
^rm a House. He was surprised to hear 
what bad fallen, and the revolution which 
^ bad been effected in their lordships* minds; 
and he was more surprised that his noble 
friend (Lauderdale) should intimate his 
dividing tbe House, at the present time, 
when he was in the House, yesterday, and 
gave no opposition to the second reading. 
His noble friend had not been present last 
' lessioD ; but if he had lell his own hobby¬ 
horse at that time, and attended to his 
duly in that House, it would have been 
betterlbr his health, and of greater service 
to tbe country. They had been suffici¬ 
ently told of Spain, and his noble friend 
'had introduced the Spanish mode of per- 
foi^ting the spine ; but in the arguments 
used, he was sure his hoble friend could 
not be serious. No such acts of butchers 
could fait under the construction of this 
bill, if their lordships should now^Uer 
their mind, it was not his fault that he 
bad brought the subject under their con¬ 
sideration ; for they had extended to him 
every encouragement to believe they con¬ 
curred with him in the propriety of the 
measure. For fiimself he had not altered 
fals mind in the smallest degree on the 
principle and necessity of the bill, and he' 
trusted their lordships .would not take this 
opptHTtunity of dividing the.House, when i 
it was not summoned, and th^y hiH not 
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thought proper to oppose the second read* 
ing. 

Lord Hoflmd was surei that his noble 
and Jeemed'friend need not have justified 
bis conduct; for whatever might be’ the 
difference of sfentiment on the bjllj therif 
must be attributed to that noble and learn* 
ed lord every good and honourable mo^ 
live. It was wiih diffidence and greai 
pain tOcihis feelings, that he differed in 
opinion from him on the present question ; 
not only from his personal rcspectfor him, 
but from the esteem he'ei^tertained for his 
talents and good qualities, and for bis past 
services m maintaining the law of thi^ 
country; for which, iti bis bumble judg¬ 
ment, without invidious dtstiQCta>n, the 
country were more indebted to him, than 
a^y lawyer, for a number of years. Every 
one must acknowledge, that if all acts of 
cruelty could be prevented, it would be i 
most desirable object oo the part of hu¬ 
manity. But it was, in his mind, ques¬ 
tionable, how far tbe interference of le^ 
gislation would accomplish the desired 
ends of tbe best motives. Many attempts 
had been made, at dineren,t times, to en¬ 
force the laws of God and morality, but 
they were generally productive of effects 
opposite to the wishes of humanity. It 
was on the same ground that intolerance 
was the usual result of religious laws. He 
shouid be the last man to permit cruel 
acts; he viewed them with detestation; 
but he doubted of the benefit of legislative 
interference. He should rather recom¬ 
mend the reverend pr?late3 to iinpcess the 
people with a sense of their moral duty, 
and ail aversion to all acCs of cruelty^ 
His noble and learned friend was entitled 
to thanks for hi^ erertions in this cause, 
‘and the speech which he delivered, last 
session, bu^ which he had not the pleasuro 
of hearing, though he had the satisfaction 
of reading it, had done honour to his abi¬ 
lities and feelings, and must have been 
productive of bcneficiabeflects upon tha 
minds of the people. 

The Lord Chancellor said a few words lit 
explanation of his conduct; and con¬ 
cluded by recommending his noble i>and 
learned friend to move for tbe re-conimit- 
menl of the bi|l on a certain day, and that 
the lords be summoned for that purpose. 
He would move, "That lord NValsingbifua. 
do leave tbe chair.”—Agreed to. 

Ijord Erskine then moved, " That tbe 
bill be rccommitte<l this day sa'nivigb^ 
and that the Iqrda be suirmbittd.*^-^Qrw 
dered. ' , . . r >■ 





HOVSB OF COMMOKf. 

^ TwSt^f Mu^ %, 

, [PsTirrON FBOM. THE LiVERTVF LON¬ 
DON, RESFECTING THE CoMMITTaAcF SlR 
P. Bujidett, &c.] Sir WiliUm Curtu rose 
«nd stated, that he held in his hand a Pe* 
Mtion from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Livery of the City of London, in 
Common-hall assembled, which*>fac was 
desired to present to the House. The pe¬ 
titioners) amonff other things, he observ¬ 
ed, expressed tneir sorrow and regret at 
certain proceedings of this House, and 
atated grievances for which tliey desire, 
a remedy; that it had been declared in 
this House, that the doors of Parliament 
shoulcf be open wide to petitions, and 
therefore they came for relief. The hon. 
baronet said, it was but fair he should 
mention to the Jiouse, that the petition 
was not exactly the petition of the whole 
body of the Livery; because, though the 
hall was rather full, yet there were many 
thousands not present. At the same time, 
he must declare, that the meeting was 
constitutionalltf convened by the Lord 
Mayor, and tKe sentiments of the Petition 
were those of the Livery so assembled. 
The petitioners, observed the hon. ba¬ 
ronet, after stating certain grievances of 
'which they complain, beg this Houm to 
re-consider the measures lately adopted 
with reference to the committal of Mr. 
Jones and sir F. Burdett, to retrace its 
^teps and to expunge from the Journals 
the resolutions come tD on that occasion. 
Now, these ^ntiments, though coming 
from the Livery, it is my duty to convey 
to the House, as one of the representatives I 
of thg city of London, yht 1 must declare«| 
that they are very far from being my own. 

The Petition was then brought up and 
read by the Clerk at the table, as follows: 

^ To the honourable the Commons of the 
United KingSomnf Grdat Britain and 
Ireland^ in Parliament assmbled.— 
The humble^Address, Remonstraace, 
and Petition of the Lord Mayor, 
'Aldermen, and Livery of the City of 
London, Tn Common Hall assembled, 
this 4th day of^Iay, IN 10. 

‘ " Wo, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Livery of the city of Umdon, in comiyom 
hall assembled, beg leave, with feelings 
of the most anxious concern, to present 
this oqr bumble Address^ Petition, and 
Remonstrance ; and we earnestly entreat^*,' 
your hdneurable^Hotiie.to gWe to It a , 


favourable reception; for how can, we 
hope for redress and relief, if the bare 
statement of the wrongs and grievances of 
which we complain be rmeted ; \Ve also 
beg your honourable House to* believe# 
that in the language we may have occa-' 
•lion, and are indeed compelled to employ, 
ng offence is intended to your honourable 
Houce. 

'* The circumstance which most deeply 
afflicts us, and which most strongly impels 
us acthis time to approach your honoura¬ 
ble House is, what appears*to-ns to have 
been on your part, a violation of the per¬ 
sonal security of the people of the land. 
We humbly conceiv% that, without lawj 
and against law, you have impt isoned two 
of your fellow-subjects, and that without a 
trial, without a- hearing, you have con^ 
demned.ihem. Law.requires legal process 
and trial by jury of our equals. Justied 
demands tbai no person shall be proiecutw,' 
juror, judge and executioner, in his own 
cause. \Ve beg leave to express our con¬ 
viction thA this eternal principle ofimr 
mutable justice cannot be annulled by, 
any House of Commons, by any King, !^ 
any parliament, by any legislature upoD 
earth. But it appears to us that your 
honourable House have, in the instancei i 
of Mr. John Gale Jones and sir Francis 
burdett, assumed, accumulated, and exer^ 
cised all these offices. «' 

" We feel it a duty which we owe to 
you, to ourselves, to our posterity, to stato^ 
that, in our conception, this jurisdiction .is 
unfounded ; anJ we humbly, but hrtuly* 
declare our opinion against .the existence 
of ibispower in any hands;—ajurisejictioa 
unknown to us, a power above the law, 
and which could be enforced only by mi- ^ 
lhary violence; a violence made manU* 
fest by the breaking open of an Englislt-. 
man*s castle, made by the preceding and 
subsequeat murder of peaceable and un¬ 
offending citizens. 

“ Permit us humbly to observe, that the 
construction of your honourable House^ 
prevents our surprise at this conduct of 
yoqf honourable House. We will not 
enter into the details, so often and so abW 
stated to your honourable House, by which 
it appears* that upwaids of 300 member* 
ofjtOHr honourable House, ip Lnglaml and 
Wales only, are not elected by mepeopieji 
snatiy honest sense of the,word people;, 
but are sent to your iionourable4louse by^ 
the absolute qyaiinatioii or powerful .inf 
'fluende of' about 130 peers and othoiOv^ 
averred in* a Petition to^our honourable 
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House in the year 1791, and whicli re- 
lUfiins bn your Journals uncontroverted. 
This is tlie great constitutioRal disease of 
onr country. This is the true root of all 
evils, corruptions, and oppressions, under 
which we labour. If it be not eradicated, 
the nation must perish. 

** In support of this our sincere conv^-* 
tion, we need only refer to the never-to- , 
be-forgotteii vote of your honouftible 
House, refusing to pxaniinf^ evMence on a 
charge agHj'nst lord Castlercagh and Mr. 
Perceval, then two of the King^s minfeters, 
for tiadickiii^in seats in your honourable 
House. 

« We remembpr well, that when it was 
gravely uverre<i, ahd proof olFrred, in a 
Petition which stood on vour Journals, and 
the complaints thereof unredicsscd for 
more than twenty years, '' Th it seats for 
legi>)ation in titc House of Coimiions were 
^ notoriously rented and bought as the 
standings for cattle ^at a f.iir/* the then 
honourable If -osc treated the assertion 
with adrcicd indignation, and the mitiister 
threatened to [>unish the Petitioner, for 
presenting a scandalous aiid libellous Pe¬ 
tition. But we li.ivc lived to sec a House 
of Commons avcAv tli^' tr.tttic, and screen 
those accused of this breach id* law and 
* right, because it has be* n equally com- 
miittd by all parties, ami was a practice 
^^as noloriouR as the sun at noon day."* 
At this vote, and at these practices, we 
feel as *' our ancestors would have f(*lt," 
and cannot repress the expre.ssion of " our 
.indignation ami disgust." . ' 

“ Under those circumstances, may we 
not be pertniucil to asle, where your 
justice, where your dignity ? Air. Jolin 
Oale Jones is confined within the walls of 
. Newgate, for an alleged oifencje against 
yoursi Ives, which, if comniiticd against any 
other subjects of these realms, or even 
against the King himself, must have been 
adjudged by the established rules and 
laws of the land ! Lord Castlcreagh con¬ 
tinued to be a principal minister of the 
crown, and is now a free member ofrour 
honourable House ! Sir Francis Burdett, 
dragged by a military force' from "the 
bosom of his family, is committed to the 
Tower for exercising the right cf constitu¬ 
tional-discussion, common, and, indeed, 
undeniable to' you, to us, to all! Mr. 
Spenter Perceval c^mtinues a member of 
your honourable House, taking a had in" 
your deliberations, the first minister of 
the Crown, and the chief ttdyiser of the 
Eoyal Councils! 


" Under the agonizing feelings excitec! 
by the late' imprisonment of our fellovr 
subjects, can it be necesst^ry for us to Ve* 
capitulate the many instances, as thus ap-« 
pears tcfus, of refusals to institute just and 
necessary inquiry ; to pursue to condign 
punishment public delinquents and pecu¬ 
lators ; to economize the means and re¬ 
sources of the state ; to administer to the 
people lelief and redress for the variouft 
disgraces which the national honour has 
sustained, for the lavish prolusion of 
J^ritisli blood and treasua';, exiravagaiitly 
wasted in ilbcoiitrived and fndlless cam¬ 
paigns, and more particularly in the hu¬ 
miliating and ignominious expedition to 
the coast of Holland, in which Itfe great¬ 
est armament that ever left our chores, 
wVs exposed (o (;ip scorn, contempt and 
ridicule of the enemy ; and the flower of 
the British army It^fi inglo.^iously to perish 
in the [icsiijeniial rnarsTres of AValcheren, 
wiilioutbuccour! wiihouineccssity 1 with¬ 
out object ! without hope ! 

These and similar proceedings of your 
honourable House require no corauieni; 
but we cannot, by our science, become 
accomplices in the rum of our country; 
and dare not conceal from you the whole¬ 
some, tliougli unpleasant, truth, that they 
appear to us to have mate* iaily shaken 
what remained of the confidence of the 
subjects of tlu'«c rr'ahus in the wisdom of 
your honomable House. 

" We therefore humbly, but firmly, en¬ 
treat you to !'CJ:onsider your conduct, to 
retrace your steps, afitJ to expunge fron; 
Journals all your oiders, declarations, and 
rcsolutiuiis/respecung Air. \^ale .lonesand 
sir Francih Burdett; and that as sir Francis 
Burdett has not been expelled froui your 
^mnourable House, he be no longer' pre- 
vi.nlcd from exercising therein all the 
duties of a member of the same. 

“Above all, we earnestly pray your ho¬ 
nourable House, in conjunction with sir 
Francis Burdett, antkin conformity to the 
notice ho, has given, to devise and adopt 
such measures as will efibet an immediate 

d radical reform in the Commons' House 
of Parliament, and insure to the people a 
full, fair, and substantial representation, 
without which, they qjtust inevitably cease 
to exist, a great, a free, a glorious a^ in-; 
dependent nation.” 

Sir IK Curas then moved that jt do He 
on the table. 

Mr. {Secretary Ryder stated, that he felt 
less dilTiculty in objecting to the relteptioH 
‘'of the petition from tbe,admis.9ioh of 
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W>ctby baronet who presented it, that it 
leas not the opinion of the great body of 
hia tonstitueiUs j*but even were it una* 
nitnnus opinion of the whole of thfe livery 
of London, he woifld resist Ua re^ption. 
Why he felt that to be his duty he'vyould 
explain. In the grst place observed 
that notwithstanding all the pains bestow¬ 
ed and abilities exerted in drawing up 
the petition, it went to carry a direst insult 
upon the character and dignity of that 
House. >lt went to traduce the whole 
conduct of that J^louse in a manner per¬ 
fectly unnecessary—-uhcalied for by any 
other obfcci than the wish to degrade it 
in the estimation of the public. Why 
•ask ihat*IIouse where was its justice and 
wlurejwas its dignity ? It did not rest sji- 
tisfied with that insult, severe as it was, but 
proccedt'd lo comiiw'ot in the most often- 
sivt-inanner upon 1 lie construction oftiiat 
Ilou'^e, and that"from that construction 
the petitioners were not surprized at their 
proceedings. He thought it was the more 
necessary to reject this petition, because 
the peiitioners had endeavoured to take 
advantag'' of wbat had passed on a former 
iiighr relative to another petition, and 
laid srudiously and artfully attempted to 

woid it in such a wav as should steer clear 

• 

of the objections niaoe to that of the free¬ 
holders of Midilie-t'X, by stating every 
tiling n't opini')n and not as matter ofl'act; 
but it was clciily c\ident tlial the inten¬ 
tion was (he saipe as that of the other, and 
thev only cloaked their design under dif¬ 
ferent fotuj of worHs^ which were, in his 
Qpinimi, equally inadmisdbie and disgust¬ 
ing. If the flouse pein)ittcd'such peti¬ 
tions as this to lie on the tabic, itwould lose 
its digxity, character? and consequc^ice in 
the ^^es of t^e whole world. He should 
therefore, without trespassing^ further on 
the time of the House, mqve that it be re¬ 
jected. 

Mr. Alderman Combe said he wa^ ex¬ 
tremely sorry to see any opposition to this 
petition’s lyjng on the table. lie express¬ 
ed his great surprise that the right 4ion. 
secretary should in the first part of his 
9 pe$ch, nave assigned, as one reason for 
objecting to it, that it was not the opinion 
of a majority of the whole liwiry of London. 
.So far that could be ascertained by a 
public meeting, it certaiixly was the opk- 
fiion of majority, and of a very de¬ 
cided majority. It was altogether Impos¬ 
sibles that the whole livery, which con- 
ijstedVf 12,0QC) persons; cojild get into' 
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theui« 7 be l^te npcotitig wa? legally call* ' 
ed (ogerber by the authority q? the lord 
mayor, and was as numeruosly attej^ed u 
any he had ever seen; and mjt of 3,000 
persons then pre^nt, he bplieved that noit 
50 held up their hands against the roaoi- 
lutions. If, therefore, the petition of such 
Tn^eting, according to the arguments of 
the right hon. secretary, were not to bp 
ConsiUered the legitimate and real sense of 
the livery df London, it w^ould be impp^ 
siblo. upon similar grounds, to consider 
the ptoceedings of that House upon many 
occasions, as the proceeding! of the Housp 
of Commons. If, as had bet^n stated, oi* 
rather insinuated, by bis hon. colleague, 
many of tliosc livoryiftcn who were pre¬ 
sent had been deterred from delivering 
their sentiments, fiom a fear of the recep¬ 
tion they would meet with by inarms of 
disapprobation fre-m* th« in-.sjority, they 
certainly might have evinced they did 
approve of the petition, and that it did not 
contain their sentiments, by holding up 
their hiuuis^ against it. Lvery man had 
the power of doing that: and from the 
number who availed themselves of it bein^ 
so smalt, it was evident that the petition 
contained the opinions of nearly all who 
were present. Jic was always sorry to, 
sec the smallest interruption given to any 
^person in delivering bis sentiments at a 
public meeting, whatever side of the ques¬ 
tion he might incline to; but it was well 
known, that in all largo popular meetings 
there was iy> prevent ng great numbers 
from giving uny to their feelings, an^ 
shewing their disapprobaiioi>.oi' the qoa- 
(Inct of public m^n. which Was not agree¬ 
able to what they thought just and right. 
As to those of the minority, who did jof^ 
think proper to express their dissent 
the petition, in the meeting at the com¬ 
mon hall, and who afterwards met Ui an¬ 
other place for th^ purpose of drawing up 
other resolutions, by way of a couo.ter-dcr 
claration of the livery of London, such 
meeting w'as unquestionably illegal—not 
being covered by any authority, and could 
not be an expression of the public will of 
thd livery. On the whole, he hoped the 
House would consider this matter with ibp 
serious attention and consideration which 
;he petition of so highly respectable a body 
as\he livery of London in common hall 
assembled, had alwaya been allowed to 
merit, and that tlie House would pause be¬ 
fore they suffered themselves to be per¬ 
suaded to reje*qt it. 

Sir in explgiiatioOi md, tho 
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right hon. secretary had certainly misap¬ 
prehended him. He did not mean to state 
that the petition was not the opinion of a 
majority of the livery tvbo were present, 
but merely thiU it was not that of a majority 
of the whole body* 

Sir C. Price said, he wished to make g 
few observations on the present occasion. 
He was clearly of opinion, and perfectly 
satisfied in his own mind, tba^ the House 
of Commons had not, in any of its late 
proceedings, done any thing whichjthad 
not a perfect right to do, and as such be 
bad given his vote in the case of all the 
petitions which had hitherto been presented 
on the subject. had attended the late 
meeting ol'the livery of London, but he 
was not permitted to state his sentiments, 
or he would have told them freely and 
fairly, that be thought the House had acted 
as it ought to do; but clamour was the 
‘"iTr'der of the day, aivi he could not obtain 
the hearing he wished for. He was svre 
this petition, though certainly that of a 
body duly and legally convened, did not 
,contain the sentiments and opinions of a 
majority of the whole livery, but merely 
those of a junto, who endeavoured to 
carry every measure relative to the city of 
( London, in their own way. The hon. 
bart. asserted that the majority of the livery 
did not entertain the doctrines which the 
petition contained, and he should be unlit 
to represent that city if he did not state so 
much.—He was satisfied from the declara¬ 
tion issued at the counter meeting, that 
Hhe respectable part of the livery were of 
different sentjments. He must therefore 
maintain the sentiments of the declaration, 
and could not subscribe to the general 
opinions of the petition, nor lend a hand 
' to support it, but vote for the motion of the 
•right hon. gentleman. 

Sir Afemes SAaw said, the common hall 
was numerous, and many respectable 
liverymen were present; still he would 
not say that the majority of those present 
were of the livery. It was, however, a 
meeting legally and constitutionally con¬ 
vened. Since that hall was assemble^ a 
counter meeting of the livery had been 
held, and since he came that night into 
the House, he understood that the decla¬ 
ration agreed (o at that counter meeting 
h^ been subscribed in the course of that 
day by 1,500 liverymen. Now, he could 
a^ure the House, that at the common hall, 
in his opinion, the number, pf the livery 
preMntdid not exceed 1,400! < Tbe^eti- 
tibd was, however the decision' of a legal 


and constitutional meeting, and beiitg^ 
he would most certainly agree in, the 
motion, that it should be liud upon the 
table. / 

Mr/WMibread said, if any thing couU 
excite surprize at what passed ui that 
House, it would unquestionably be the 
conduct of the right hon. secrebu-y on that 
evening. Even since he had spoken, he 
appeared to exult in the declaration of the 
worthy baronet behind Kim (sir W. Cnr« 
tis), though he had been told by the 
worthy baronet that he Kad misstated and 
misapprehended him, and founded his frit 
objection to the petition on its not being 
the opinion of the whole body of the 
livery. Was there ever such an o^ection 
heard of i The House bad been told by 
one worthy alderman (Combe) that it was a 
verydecided majorityof S.OOOofthe livery 
who were present, and by another (Shaw) 
that there were i2,0U0 present; and yet 
this is a majority which would not content 
the right hon. gent. If this doctrine were 
allowed to hold, what would become ol^ 
or what would be said to, the majority of 
that House ? Was it fbr' the right ben. 
gent, to resort to such an argument, when 
he and his colleagues had so lately grasped 
at a majority of 38 for sending sir F. 
Biirdett to the Tower ? Let them look 
alsoito many other still more trifling ma¬ 
jorities under which they had sheltered 
themselves, and then let the right hon. 
gent, blush to find fault with the majority 
to the present petitipn. The right hon, 
gent, was equally inconsistent and un¬ 
founded as to other objectiqns he made to 
the petition. He found fault with the 
language used by tl|ie petitioners. What 
Janguage would ^e have them mal^e use 
of ? The House had thought fit to com¬ 
mit Gale Jones to Newgate, and sir F. 
Burdett to the Tower, on grounds which 
the people think is an assumption of power 
the House had no righuto exercise; and 
the livery of London as well as others 
have petiVioned against thisf they think 
the "House have acted Wrong, and they 
tell them so in very warm language, per- 
tainly ; but when the feelings are roused 
the language will be warm, and the right 
hon. gent, and his colleagues may blamo 
themselves for having forced tbe*peti-' 
Honers to say what they think. The right 
horn gent, then said, that on account of 
the animadversion on the construction of 
that House, the petiUon Ought ndf. to be 
received. The coiutruGtion of the. House 
of Commons! be exclaimed: look at your 
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lournaUf, wouid it npt there be found re- . between that House and the people. He 
e{^j(^;>«.fbatiipi^ard8 of SOOlmiMabers in ^ would tell them, if they did tiot petfiioh 
lE^gland hkld W^lea only ^e not elected in his form they should not petition at all. 
bjs the people, but are sent to Ihe House How did,the people stand now? said he. 
by the actual notniaation or pow^fu! in- 'fhe right hon. gent, s^s to them. You 
fiuence of about 150 peers and bshers ;** are not to petition as Middlesex did, nor 


and in another place, is it not stated on 
file same Journals, " the seats in that 
House were as openly bought and sold as 
•tails foV cattle in a fair.'' Andwhat do 
do the petitioners say more ? Tney use 
the language of* truth and of the journals 
of the House; and yet their petition is to 


as the Livery of London did, but you may 
do as Westminster did, which was the 
strongest of the three. Mr. Whitbread 
alluded to what had fallen from the right 
hon. gent, in last night’s debate, respect¬ 
ing the right of the livery of London to 
have ^eir petition presented to his Ma« 


be rejected on account of that language, jestyun the throne. He contended against 
Without adverting to what was recorded the arguments, of the right hon. gent, 
upon the journals of that House, let us which referred to Wilkes’s case, which h» 


consider»a very recent case, in no small 
degree illustrative of its construction. 
The new teller of the exchequer (Ma 
Yorke) upon his appointment to that 
<^ce vacated his seat in this House, lie 
again applies in county, where for his 
private virtues and attention to its local 


could not express .in llnglish, but had re¬ 
course to tlie French, with his houteftut 
of the day; he maintained that the livery 
had for a long course of years been always 
allowed to have that right; and that tha 
infirmities of his Majesty had been ind^. 
corously and falsely iffentioned to justify 


interests he was respected^ for a repetition the^Iate rejection of the claim.-—(Here Mr. 
of its confidence. The county of Cam- Ry(ter shewed an inclination to explain,). 
bridge, indignant at his public conduct in but Mr. Whitbread said he would not al-' 
this House, almost unammously dismiss low any thing like explanation in the mid- * 
him. They speak a language not atone die of his speech, when he was in posses- 
depending upon majorities, but actually sion of the attention of the Flouse; if ha 
recorded in the crown office. That right had been wrong, he should have been 
hon. gent, even subsequent to that dis- called to order.—The House should there- ' 
missal, is appointed to an office of high rore*»[Here the Chancellor of the Exche- 


responsibility, and again finds bis way 
into this House. As the representative of 
what body of Electors ? By what in¬ 
fluence returned ? Can tho right hon. 


(fuer spoke to order, and said he thought 
t disorderly to allude to what had passet^ 
n a former debate.] Mr. Whitbread said, 
he right hon. gent, having spoken to' 


secretary, so jealotw of the character oirder, he miftt dorist; but he would not ^ 
of the Houle, coiitrad^t me when 1 say, be interrupted by explanation. He then 
that this representative of the. people of proceeded to statc^that at the *time when 
England is nominated by a peer ? ** Is :hc petition of the city of London was of- 
it pu3si{^le,” said Mr, W> ** that such "ered to be presented by the sheriils, the 
,tliing.‘’« should be—that they should be secretary of state wrote a letter to the , 
known to the people; and that y^hen they city to say, that the infirmities of his Ma- 
apeak of them they should not do it with jesty made it impossible to receive the ' 
warmth and indignation.” He lamented petition on the throne. This he denied to 
that he was absent when the Middlesex be the fact; the* infirmities alluded to 
petition was presented^ as be should most could be no bar to receiving them in that 
certainly have voted for rcceivi^ it. It way, and it was highly improper to men- 
had been rejected by the House, though, tion ^tm. The right hon. gent.^ had aa-^ 


in*his opinion, not to strongly worded as 
that qf Westminster which had been re¬ 
ceived ; hecauflu the freeholders had stated 
chcumstances, not as mattery of opinion, 
but as facts acraal1y%xistmg. The peti- 


sured the House, that since he had been la 
office he bad received no petition that had 
not reached his Majesty; but that had not 
always been the case, for he was crcfdibfy 
'nformed, and believed it to be true, that 


iron of the livery (the most moderate of nffiefi lord Hawkesbury wat secretary of 
the three) > was drawn up Vb as to avgid ^ tate at a particular period, when many 
theseobj^tions, and yet that was to be re- difierent bodies thought it necessary & 
jectcd allso. At this rate, if the right hon. petition, those petitions were delivered td 
gent. cohtinOied in office lopg enough, he ,he secretary •$ state, and that not ones of 
would brink on ah irrecbncileable breach! ,hem liad ever reached the King. Thjh 
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being the case, and the people being thus Ilouse, on the grounds of Hs being a pn«* 
shui out, it were, from petitioning the test, aad not a petition* In the prej^ent 
Kins;. Ube 'Hme more peculiarl> the duty petition there w^re man^ phrases wnich 
of tb/it House to open wider their df>ors to were c^nisiderecl objectionable by soiha 
the adaiissnm of their petitions, and as he meoibw's of the Hooso j he could not con* 
saw nothing in the present petition which sider them by any means in that light* 
deserved to be rejected, he should cer- He could nut think that the petition's now 
tainly Tote that it do lie on the table, c asking, " Where is your justice? Where 

Mr. Wifbcrforce said, he had not read your moderation was to be reprobated ; 
tbc petition till he came into^the House, becaust? he thought the House had for* 
and IS he had so little time to consider it, leited, by its own acts, its justice and its 
and to see how far it re^mbied that which character. If the petition was* now re- 
had been rejected nr that which hatl been jected, he could not think it would be be* 
rei civiMl, on the same subject, he was at a cause it was olFensivc to the House, but 
Joss how to make tip liis iniud on the sub- because it was ofiensiTe to his Majesty’s 
ject.—He had vote^ for the reception of ministers. He was sure he did pot mean 
the Westminster petition, and for the re- to derogate from the dignity of that House 
jection of the Middlesex, for reasons v^hen he voted for the reception*’of the 
which, in both cases well satisfied his petition. 

mind; hut from the shortness of the time. Lord A, Hamilton w'>s ready to vote for 
and the cursory and interrupted reading the adjournment, in the, hope that it might 
which could only ba had at the table, he procure another vote in favour of the re- 
was not sulficiently qualified to deeWe, cepiioii of the petition. He was sure there 
how far this petition was analogourf to was no language in the petition so alarming 
either of the others; and esp(*cia!ly after as the idea that ministers were able to 
the opinion expressed by the hon, gent, drag and dispose the House of Commons' 
who had just sat clown, that this petition to reject such petitions ert such occasions. 
%vas the most moderate of the three, and If the petitioners had learned any disre- 
in its terms adapted to the mode in some spectful language, where had they learned 
measure prescribed by the House. He it r He liad no hesitation in saying they 
thought the House could not suffer any had learned it fron. the votes of that jflousc. 
inconvenience by adjourning this debate Th^y had quoted it from their own jour- 
till to-moiTow. They would then have nals. Why then should the House now 
lime to consider the petition with more stand upon thp punctilio of nicety and jus- 
attention and deliberation, and would tice, when they had by their own deeds 
come to the decision wlib« their minds forfeited their claim to them? In his uidig- 
" made op on the questionand he was sure nation against the/dfensive language t»f the 
they woulAtficrehy shew their respect for present petition, the right lyjn. sc;*-etary of 
the’ first city of the empire. He would state totally forgot the motions which had 
therefore move, that the further debate on been rejected last year, and wliich had 
the question be adjourned till to-rnorrow. | given rise to this language. Hfc^totaily^ 

Mr. IT. said, that after the respect forgot whether ministers did that m fact' 

paid to the last petition, of adjourning the which they now considered even the mea- 
debate, be should not object to do the tion of offensive. Ic wa.s too true, hov^- 
«ame in the present case; but having ever, they had done so; and it wastheir 
voted for receiving one of the former, end conduct which had iuturred the present 
rejecting the other, he had no objection calamitous consequences. A secretary of 
to delivering his opinion that moment, state, whom he now saw in his place (Mr. 
He did not oliject to the Westminster Crfnning). had last year proposed certain 
petition, because it was worded in s:jch a resolutions respecting lord Castlereaj^h, in 
manner as to convey the sentiments of the contradiction to a motio!^,of his, which 
petirionera bv way of opinion. He did wore adopted, and which, he observed, 
object to the Middlesex, because the things were the chifef causecof the indignation of 
complained cd' were not stated as matttes the public, and were noticed in eVery pc- 
of opiniop. but as matters of fact that ac- tilion. He nuw thought it right to give 
tually fcxkicd; as this petition was drawn notice, that at no very distant day he 
\xt a maimev contrary to the Middlesex, meant to move for the erasure of those re- 
be should vote that it’be received. solutions. He wassurry to see thqcountry 

Mr. Barham had objected- to the last 4 at large generally ranged in oppcwiiion to 
petition which had been rejected by tliat the Hodse. Wjteu he said thui howerer. 





IiBf-by ttfi AEfbffAs'yn'^Rt tb dtehy the rigirt 
bfthe'Hdnse lo commit: on the contrary; 
dn a former occasion he had maintained 
they had such a rigfifc. The HoAe, how¬ 
ever, conid not expfct that any\iglu of 
their'a shouFd be tamely acknowledged, 
Ivfeile they suffered resolutions so contrary 
to their dignity as those to which he had 
alluded, to remain upon their journals. 
He would ask the former secretary of 
state, and (be cdiancellor of the exchequer, 
with wiiat feelings they had heard the 
Speaker and iht* petitions say, that they 
had committed acts at’ which their ances- 


«ng to it^ hbject; yel i< was a fair infed- 
biK6, that the numiber was not so great as 
was attempted to be represented. Th® 
distinct ground on which he should vot» 
for the rejection of the petition, however^ 
was, that it was wholly iiuroihiced to in- 
i.sult the Honse. If any pne could make it 
appear that such was not the evident ob¬ 
ject of the petitioners, he would concur in 
the im)tioi\for its reception. In his view 
of the subject, it was impossible to un- 
dcj.>ynd it in any other manner. He 
trusted, that the IJmisc would not confine 
their examination td' ibis Petition to one 


tors would have startled with indignation? 
Why sbipuld not they, though at an hum¬ 
ble distance, emulate the puiity of their 
ancestl^rs ? He did not wish to spc|ik 
against the privileges, or to lessen the dig¬ 
nity of that House; hut while .such prac- 
tice.s obtained, ho.must say, such petitions 
were justly presented.—'the'House itself 
gave the provocation, and it must take 
the consequences. He was rciulv now 
not only to vote for au adjuunuiicnt, 
but to give notice ofu moUtui for expung¬ 
ing those obnoScious Rcsolutioii.s fi'oin the 
Journals. 

Mr. (/. Adwns said he opposed tlie Mid¬ 
dlesex pcuiion because it w'as a mandate ; 
aucli objection did not attach to the pre- 
i^out petition, and therefoie he shou!(J»votc 
for its reception. 

The Chancellor of ike Exchequer had not 
heard any reason loc(»nvjnce liiin that the 
House ouglil not lo,deal w'itii the petition 
just pfesetffed as thejWmd dealt with the 
last pcliilon piysenicd to them pu the same 
subject. The objection made by his right 
hon. friend to ilic reception of the petition 
^ was grounded oo thfe assumption ihat* 
it did not speak the spntiment.|of the ma¬ 
jority of the livery. That was a question 
the consideration of which would on no 
occasion influence the Hou.se to receive 
or to reject a p&titioii. His right hon. 
friend had been compFctely tnisjimleratood, 
and had on^y argued agahist th^rcreption 
oftheYetitioo, oh the ground that it Con¬ 
tained matter and expie.ssions which ren¬ 
dered it im^^sible ibr the House, con- 
listenily with their duly to themselves and 
to their constituent*, to entertain it; and 
that therefore it was some consolation to 
h'hn to reflect, that it did n«t proceed fjom 
a majority of the body whose petition it 
profe^cd to be. Indeed, when the small 
aumb^ of signatnres to the petition was! 
considetred, although it did not follow th^t*^ 
there were not many in^ividuarh content- 
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or two of the introductory passages, and 
that ihe^v’ould not inclined, because 
the pehlioners ** alli'ctcd humbly to con¬ 
ceive,'* to give admission lo a petition of a 
nature so offetisive. It was true, that in 
the petition rejected the other day the 
most gross pnd unslnclduU declarations 
were contained ; bat if other peliti^s, 
having the. same purpose in view, and 
cohiprisiug the same matter, with the sin¬ 
gle exception f,f being somewhat more 
guarded, were admitted, how idle would 
tlie proceedings of the House appear, 
and bow completely would they hold 
tliem.selves up to public contempt. An 
bonoiirablo gentleman opposite (Mr.* 
Whiibread) seemed to think that petitions 
of any sort whatever ought to be received. 
The argument of that honourable gen¬ 
tleman was, that the House of Commons 
had already lost its dignity and its 
sense of jus^cc, and that the conGdence of 
tl»c people in it was shaken. Not onl^ 
did the hon. gent, declare i-lxit such were 
his sentiments, but he added, that the 
House must not expect the people of Eng¬ 
land to approach them in their petitions 
with defcience and respect. If that were 
indeed the opinion of the hon. gent., be 
might well argue for the reception of any 
petition, however offensive and insulting. 
If that hon. gent, were prepared to receive 
the insults of any petitioners; if he even 
led the way in insulting the House; if he 
contended that the declaration that the 
Hqpse had lost its dignity w'as the lan¬ 
guage of truth and justice—then indeed 
it was no (onger surprising that he should 
support such a petition as that which it 
4va« proposed (o lay on Uie table. He 
could not, howevev, conceive, that (be ob¬ 
servations of the hon. gent, grounded pn 
such arguments, would have any weight 
with the Heuve, however violently they 
migltt be iir^cd. The bon. gent, assert^ 
that hia' Majesty's present ministen ware 
•S M • 
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tncn calculated to bring the country into 
a difficult situation, but that they were 
not men calculated to fight the battles of 
the House of Commons against the people. 
If that battle must be fought, it seemed 
that the House w^ould not have the assis¬ 
tance of the hon. gent. On the contrary,^ 
it seemed that he was one of those w^th 
whom the would have to cunteiul. 

Whatever might be the success of that 
battle, he trusted that the appearance ef 
such insulting documents as that just pre¬ 
sented would inspirit the House toresist 
the attack that was making upon them, 
and to shew that they were not to be inti¬ 
midated, although theirassailants might be 
headed even by tfic hon. genC. himself. 
As to the proposition for deferring the 
decision of the present question, he really 
ivas at a loss to conceive what doubt could 
exist in the mind of his honourable 
friend, with resjyct lo the course 
W'hich it became the House to pursue^ 
Having, however, ^ similar 

wish expressed on a former pccasion, he 
should not object to his hon. friend's pro¬ 
position. He trusted that his hon. friend 
and the House would in the mean time 
consider the petition, and detciminc whe¬ 
ther or not it was proper that the dignity 
and jnsiice of the House should he ques¬ 
tioned l>y petitioncr.s, who “ humbly con^ 
ccived" not only that their proceedings 
had been conn ary to law, but that no 
united cfiuit of the legislature could make 
them legal—woo stated, tha.t they weie 
not at all surprised at those proceedings 
when they, reflected on the manner in 
which the House was constructed—who, 
alluding to a vote of the House, declared 
that they could not contemplate it with¬ 
out indignation and disgust—and who as¬ 
serted, that the House of Commons had 
lost the remaining confidence of the people. 
—Were not these expressions insults! 
Could any rational man doubt that it was 
ihe distinct o[)ject of the petitioners, under 
the mask of humble conception, to insult 
the House of Commons more grossly* than 
they bad been insulted cven^ on former 
occasions ? It had been said by some' one 
in the course of the debate that he (the 
Chancellor c^f the Exchequer) objected 
to the reception of the' petition, because 
of the luaiinef in which his own name was 
mentioned in it. lie had however giveq 
manifold evidence that such did not form 
with him a ground for the rejection of a 
petition. The first petition presented ow 
subject, and jp the reception of which 


be had acquiesced, mentioned him in a 
milar manner. He had consented to 
the reception of that pefttion, because it 
came iiythe first instance from the coiisli- 
tuents Af the person ‘who had just then 
been committed by the House to the Tow¬ 
er; because the petitioners had hardly 
had time to deliberate on the strict pro¬ 
priety of their expressions, and because 
he w as anxious that no captiousness should 
be shewn by the House on such a subject 
as the receiving of the petitions of the 
people. But did it follow that from day 
to day and from week to week the House 
were bound to entertain fresh and in¬ 
creasing insults ? It was too obvious that 
there was a disposition existing in many 
it^dividuals without those walls to degrade 
and vilify the two Houses of parliament, 
and he was sorry to add that there seemed 
to be a person in that ,H<)use disposed to 
lend his assistance to such an effort, and 
to set the example of using the strongest 
language of offence.—He trusted thataftef 
*a mature consideiation, the House on re* 
sumiiig the discussion, would treat thif 
petition as it deserved—flat they would 
comider that the character of a petition 
ought to be decent and respectful to the 
body to whom it was addressed—that they 
would determine that although they 
woi^d not captiously lay hold of any ac¬ 
cidental impropriety of language in a pe¬ 
tition, yet when there could be no hesita¬ 
tion in believing that a petition was pre- 
rjcntcd for the express purpose of insult, it 
would be weakness,to consent .to its being 
laid on their tabic. 

Mr. ffVri/iread availed Ipmselfof the op¬ 
portunity aflbrdcdhim by the new question 
of adjournment,'to*Tep]y lo som€ of the 
observations of the right hon. genl.* Tht* 
right hon.* gent, had supposed that he 
(Mr. W.) was one of those who thoaghft 
that every petition ought to be received 
by the House let it be couched in what 
language it might. ' This was not the fact. 
As a niiflfhber of ParliameiH he had air¬ 
ways conceived himself bound to present 
to the House any petition communicated 
to him by any individual fqp that purpose^ 
unless that petition contained offensive 
matter or language; ,^nd with this senti¬ 
ment he iiad frequently suggested thei# 
correction by the petitioners of petitiona 
so given jto him for presentation. Bui 
the petition under consideration was the 
petition of a constituted and deliberative 
body—of a body who had a right to ad¬ 
dress his Majesty on ihe throne ^ and wjbe 
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ll^d exercised that right until obstructed murder. He would vote for its rejection, 
by .the present ^dminUtralion. He con- | As he was on his legs he would observe, 
tended, in opposition to the right hori. j that he conceived it to be a very 
gent., that the object of the p^itioners thing to bring the Tf-llrr of the Exchequer 
was not decidedly to insult thclHouse, on the carpet on every discussion, wivat- 
nnd condemned the mode in which the ever it might be. lie understood that 
House seemed to seek for insult. The jhat right honourable gentleman would 
right 'hon, geut. had accu.sed him of uri^uestionably have gained his election 
expressing himself in strong language lor Cambridgeshire had he chosen to per- 
with respect to the want of dignity and severe. 

justice in the Hou^e of Commorn. To this Mr. Alderman Comlte could not consent 
accusation, he would only reply, that to pq|tpon<* the dccisitm of the llou^c 
strong as his expressions had been, laii- one moment upon the petition bidore 
guage itself was deficient in terms of ade- them. Adverting to the<dj.servation made 
quale strength to express the sense which by the right lion, llio Clunrellor of (he 
he entertained of the want of dignity in Exchequy with ,resjj||cL to the paucity 
the House of Commons, as conddering of signatures, lie expl.iiru*d that that was 
theirconduct with reference to thcniselv», owing to a resolution of thu common-imtt 
and of want of justice as considering their by which the nomber of :ho«e who were 
conduct with rel’erence to others. To to sign the petition w.as tnniied. 
the day of his iltMtIi, lie would fight the Mr. Secvelary fiyf/cr, in conscquencoj^f 
battles of the people with the House of the statement niadi-an hon. gentleman. 
Commons when tlte House of Common.s thtjt to him (Mr. R.) was atlrilmtaldc 
were unjust, and he did not know how he tlic refusal of tii.s ^Jajesly to receive 
could better acquit himself as a citizen, in pei-fton the petition, ob-erved, that he 
Whoever might lead the battles oftlie hon. I had done no more than the hon. 
gentlemen opposite, of this he was con- I own fiiend.s. He had acted jjrccisely 
vinced, that even had the House justice on in the same way as hi'^ predi ct S‘‘ors had 
their side, the right hon. gent, was inca- done ever since lord (ifonville held the 
pahle of being that leader; but he ap- situation which he had then the honour* 
peared doubly incapable wlicn lie look a to fill- 

ground upon which there wa^ not afoo- • Mr. said, that it was Vntle to 

lour of justice, and w'hen he betrayed the the purpose to slate what others had done. 
House into steps which they must ulti- Tlif* question wa.s, whether he ha<l acted 
mately be compelled to retread. The properly—and iu his opinion he had act- 
right hon. gent, had originally deluded ed with very gry.jt impropriety. ^ ^ 
the presenf House oi^ommons by the It "as then agreed that the discussion 
grossest bigoiiy. It was probub'e. that should be adjounjed till to-mflrrow'. 
unless they were found sufficlentiv pliable ^ExetoiTiON ag.vinst the Island or 
he would be obliged tp advise their termi- j Maco.a.] Mr. n»se, in pur- 

.natiorwbya sudden dissolution. For his*l suance of a notice which he formerly gave,^ 
part he had no hesitation in distinctly de- ' announcing his intention to move for itie 
daring it was his opinion, that let the ex- production ot all papers, connected vvitli 
istence of the present parliament termi- an Expedition, which was sent, under the 
natc when it might, it would terminate in command of r* ar'admiral Drury, against 
disgrace. - the island of Macoa, in the Chinese seas. 

'Captain Parker declared, that while he i —He remarked, that wfien he gave that 
had a seat in that House, he woTild never ' notice, he diil also iiuiinate hib intention to 
agree to the reteption of any petition move h>r the production ot some other 
whiqjt directly or indirectly insulted the very interesting documents connected 
House. The*presont was of the latter de- with China, and our possessions in India ; 
scription. It wiiS not a petition, but an hut that when he came to consider the 
artful snare to entfap the House. The variety and impprtance of the questions 
petitioners set up their opinion Against the hkaly to arise out of tin? fatal and dl-ad- 
opinion of the Mouse; but'it was the d^ity* vised expedition to which he had adverted, 
of the House to shew the petitioners that *l»e deemed it to be mote prudent, ami less 
they did not regard their opinion, ami likely to embarrass the Housed to bring 
that th^y consider their own much belter. L the question gfithc expedition .'iingly, and 
The petition contained nothing less ihan<r umnixed With any other subject to its 
an accusation of the House of Commons of ‘ consideration. He proposed, therefore, to 
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postpone bis motion relatire to the other 
papers to a fuiLuve day. But before he 
submitted the motion to which he then 
meant to confine himself', he lelt it to be 
tieccssary for him to ofier some brief ex- 
. planatton, not only of the points to which 
nis motion referred, but alsoof the.grounds, 
on uhich he lelt himself called uf>on Co 
soficit the iiuiufgentAttcntion of the House 
on the pjc-sciit occasion. Wtcn he ad¬ 
verted to file nature and to the very remote 
situation of our Indian possessions; |vheif 
be c^mteiiiplatcd the strangeand anomalous 
syj^'cm on which the government of.that 
rin|jire is adniinistcred ; when he be¬ 
held the rxlensivr, i^nd lie mighty add, the 
unlimited powers u ith which the governor* 
generd is iicecssaiily armed, ami heard of 
wars coust.iniiy conimtnced, and often- 
lirnes tiTUiotulcd williout the possibility of 
. *‘®(£rring lo the constituted aiilhojities in 
this countrycitinT .i*, fo ibr expi'diency, 
or to the ol'thein ; in such a state tf 

thnit;.-*, riud muit r such (‘Xtraordinriry c^r- 
cum^it mcec, 11 w .IS natural that this country 
—"should feel aii aiixieiy to possess soox* 
cfiTec ual .;»id rc^.r./mt over their 

ruh r.s ill india, ti ctuild only be at¬ 
tained by iiuititjig ilit.'i bound by an awful 
'mcasuro of iVipon-.iliility for ilieir conduct- 
whilst in oli men, acting 

upon Ihei" iee,.',c3ibi,: y \\\ the rcinot 
parts ot the cuivci’se, were -et a certuiutv, 
that iIlu* n.eystires would be brought 
under discu-don fu the House of Cwru- 
nions, as s^iteddy r,s the jiisijnvc wouU! 
iulmit of, he had not any dour;:, hiu tiiai, 
such a fecliijy would pryduco u two-fold 
beneficial oper ic ai—i; weiild '^ervh on the 
one bai’.d to d.- 'o' tueii fro: i the adoption 
of doubtlul, iinpollu.c, f;r rnif>f 'ii»‘VOus mca- 
fiurts; and excite a.id o,iriuiutc them, on 
the other, to an attly*, honourable, and 
distniguisln d distiin.-ge of their duty. 
But, no advantagf id'thi!? nature could be 
obtained, no adcipiare ri’Pconsibility could 
be made to atUcli, if it be permitted that 
transactions involving the dearest interests, 
llie character, the honour, aud the blood of 
tlic (.ountry, should be suppressed or with¬ 
held from the knowledge of the Mouse, 
and of the country. And this he niain- 
tuined to have been the in regard to 
the expetjiffon. in quest'on, of which*h<? 
had never heard the slightest mention 
made by genvlemcn in oflice, nor had he' 
been able to trace in the public prints of 
tbeday any report.or the remotest allusion 
Uj it; Irom all which circumstaheoR He in- 
lorred, that, ciUnci* with a view fo serve 


private purposes, or to screen the guih/ 
conduct of those conceniet^ in the plann|n|f 
and execution of it, unjustifiable iineasur^s 
inhst ha/e been taken, to keep the whole 
subject ffom the public view. Extensively 
and remotely scattered, however, as are the 
British possessions all over the habitable 
globe, It may be deemed one of the mani^ 
fold advantages arising out of the nature of 
our happy and mixed constiiution, that 
there are to be found, amongst the mem¬ 
bers of the House of Commons, gentle¬ 
men, who from local kno7vledgc, or some 
particular chain of connexion or inter¬ 
course, possess the means of obtaining ac¬ 
curate information on ail subjectr, (how¬ 
ever remote the scene of action).in which 
the honor and the interesis of iliis country 
afe concerned. Aud he conceived it to be 
the bomiden duty of evt.’y gentUunan who 
had the honor of a scat*ij] Pai liameiit, to 
call to its special nonce, all such trans¬ 
actions,us may. from lluor impnrtanre, ap¬ 
pear fit sul'jocls I'or deliberation; being 
convinci’u that the circmnsiaiices which 
he should iuimeiliatoiv (mve tiur fionourto 
.submit to ilu* House, wuuid Ik; louml to 
come strictly ami disiincliy willijn this 
dcscripliuu, and lo deinjiitl most iin|K*r- 
alivoly of tlic llou.se, liiat an empnry 
should be instiiuted, and some immediate 
siicajwres be adoj>:fcd, with a view {ofep.iir 
the iujurica wliicfi had burn sustained, to 
preclude the rccm rence of similar scenes 
of di.'i^race and liisistcr, and, above all, to 
convince the \\orld, itnd in particular the 
govoinment, and v'.bjccts of Cliina, liiat 
the coustit-ured atithoiili<;s i/i this country 
were no party (as he sincciely hoped it 
would appear they wyrr not) to a proceed- 
‘ing, ^^luch. in his apprehension was,in its . 
\ [an and pr^grc.os, ixs gross a violation of 
justice and good faith, as it proved. In its 
is.sue, ii monument of disgrace, obloquy, 
and disa.'itcr. Influenced by these motives 
arising out of the foregoing considerations, 
and friicomagcd by the indulgence which 
he h^d utilioriiily obseived it to be the 
c'ispo^itioii of llic to exercise to- 

w'ards persons unaccustomed to arldre,ss it, 
he .4iOuId [iroceed, with all prsstble respect 
and deferenccy to stale a few' outlines of 
the case to which he Rad adverted, in the 
anxious hope, that the House would con- 
6ur.wiih him, aH to the propriety of insti¬ 
tuting an enquiry into those traufiactions, 
and the conseejuent necessity of ordering 
the pdpers to bp laid before Parlimnent, 
which he sliould have the honor to 
move.— In the aclual'staj^of the busineu^ 
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il^as not h» intention to obtrode upon 
tbe.jlouse any derailed obiervatioai on the 
vaju 0 and importance of the trade which 
we now carry on with China; it Would be 
aufficieiit tbr his present purpose^to re¬ 
mark generally, that there is no branch of 
our external commerce which, for its 
extent, contributes so abundantly to the 
revenues of the state, or in which the 
great mass of the population of ttiis em¬ 
pire may be sui'fposed to take so deep and 
so anxious an interest. And, therefore, 
he humbly conceived that any course of 
operations calculated to place so valuable 
a branch of our trade in jeopardy, and 
eveniualjy to deprive us of it altogether, 
was not only a fit .subject for the House to 
cntendTii, hut one which called most se¬ 
riously upon every gentleman who heard 
him (and he lamented the number was 
not more) to give ^ it his most mature ami 
tieliheraie consideration. How far this 
hazard has been encountered, and to 
whai a perilous dilemma have our interests 
in China hem reduccfJ, it would bf‘ com- 
peieni for the House to form an c-timate, 
when ihe papers relalive to this ilid'aled 
expedit'on should he laid before Parlia- 
rnmi -Mr. Prenderi^ast then said, tlmt by 
his iiifotination it appeared, that no sooner 
ha\i the iriforiuatioii n^aclied India thatthe 
court of Portugal had removed unde»the 
protectloii of the British flag from their 
liuropean posses.sions to the Brazils, th in 
s( hemes oi ambition and conquest appear 
to have opened tliemselves to the view of 
our rulers \fi that quar«r. An immediate 
determination ^eeiiis to have ffitmed 

to possess ourselves of the island of Maroa, 
on whjtdi (he Portogyese had for a ;jeries 
^of ye^rs been perjiutted, ^under circtim-* 
Stances of singular restriction, giid obvious 
jealousy, to form a small cst.blishmcnt. 
An expedition, consisting of a forni'dahle 
naval and military force, was ordered to be 
assembled, and nhe ^conduct of it was 
plactd under the command of his excel¬ 
lency, rear *acimiral Drury, by order of 
the govcrnor-geifcral in council. His in¬ 
formation did not enable him to state the 
exact period tvf the embarkation of the 
troops, or of the sailing of tlyii expedition ; 
however, it dirl eiAble him to slate, that 
the gallant admiral reached his port of 
destination about the end* of September* 
1808. On his arrival he represented to 
the Portuguese governor, that in the 
Spirit ftof pure friendship and faithful 
allraitce, be was dispatched with a re<pects* 
Mm military >Mrce»' foi* the^porpose of 


strengthening Macoa, and enabling it to 
resent and resist any insuU or attack, 
which the French might make upon it. 
To the Chinese authorities Uie gallant 
admiral also represented, that anima!.ed 
by similar feelings of friendipsh and 
Regard toiv.irds the Emperor of China 
and his subjects, the British government 
had entrusted him with the command of a 
mixed forc^ for the double purf) 0 se of 
frustrating and defeating the views of the 
French tyrant upon the island of Macoa, 
and of scouring the Chinese sens of tho 
piratical fleets of Ladrones, which had of 
late infested the coasts and interrupted 
the comniercc of Chiii^. The Portugueso 
Governor hesitated not a moment to de* 
dine the proffered aid, which be resisted 
on the double plea of his conviction, that 
his acquiescence in such a measure would 
awaken the jnalousy and rxciie the resent¬ 
ment of tlic Chini'Stf^ and that it would 
lilgewise expose liiin (the governor) to the 
disfjieastire of the goicrnorof (loa. and 
of l)is moit* exalted superiors in Europe 
and the Brazih. To this reasoning thfti 
g.dlimt admiral opposi d the \ery concise 
arguuu.i.l of “ ii yiiu uon^, you must*'— 
and there was noihing left iorlh * gover¬ 
nor in ills weak and h oblesiiuation, but to* 
oppose the only resistance which was 
competent to him to oiler, namely, a for¬ 
mal and solemn protest against the mea¬ 
sure, as being tiitire.ly unnecessary, un« 
just, and oppressive, it must be observed, 
and he intri^led tlio House to attend to 
the circuiii.>taiice, that, although the gal * 
lani admiral wh(;n Ito first «ufnmnnicated 
his cvviitiires to the governor, lepresented 
himself as iiaving been Si nt in the pnreat 
spirit ot amity and good fairh towards the^ 
Poriiigiiesse, wiiiL’Ii induced a belief that 
he caniti {he friend, and his troops as 
the auxiliaiics of a faitht'ul ally; never¬ 
theless, when hy lite r.rui of power he bad 
overruled the o..'jt'clions of the governor, 
he landed his ^ulve.^ uilh all the pomp and 
ostentation of victory and conquest, and 
with every corenmny usually ac< ompany- 
iiig,llie character of a conqueror, he tri¬ 
umphantly hoisted the British flag, and 
poasessfcvrbimself of the Portuguese autlio- 
rity on the islnud. Bt monstrances and 
priests (Kiun'd in from ail the Chinese 
governors and Mandarins, and ihe vicerojf 
•at Canton, in pursuance of the usual Chi¬ 
nese policy on all pccasions of*discontent 
against foreigners, issued a proclanaation, 
l^fiterdictin^ all intercourse with the En- 
gljsb, aiid* companding all Chinese mb- 



SOT] PAftL. DEBATES. Mav 8, 1810. 

jecu serving English masters, in any ca¬ 
pacity, to withdraw, under pain of death, 
from their service.—The gallant admiral 
having established his governmcni at Ma- 
Goa, proceeded with his squadron, in com* 
pany with- the supercargoes, to the an¬ 
chorage-ground in the river Whampoa, 
without any previous permission had,|or 
obtained from the Chinese government, 
which was deemed the most flagrant insult 
and indignity that could in possibility be 
oflered to the Emperor, and his govern¬ 
ment; and &om this anchorage-ground, 
he commenced a fresh written negotia¬ 
tion, expressed in stronger language than 
had been used dur/ng his stay at Macoa. 
To all arguments urged by the gallant 
admiral, whether mild or intemperate, the 
uniform reply of the viceroy was “ strike 
your flag—withdraw your troops from 
Maroa, and tal<o them and your ship.s of 
war away—and the relations of com- 
" fii'-rcc and amity shall be rcneweiL” 
Tniparient of further delay, the gallant 
admiiai oulered h:s boats to *be manned 
, And armed, and proceeded on l])c bih of 
f' jv, 1808, to C!anton, with the manifest 
view of intimidating the viceroy, (who 
refused to see or receive liim) not only 

• into ihfi measure of persona) conference, 
but into a full compliance with the ulterior 
objects of the expedition. The \iceroyv 
steady lo his purpose, disregarded the 
Itlusierings and vauntings of the gallant 
ftdniiral, and persevered in his refusal to 
tee him, and also declined ton-eceive fur¬ 
ther written comrnunit'ations from him; 
and at the iMcpiration of two or three days, 
the gallant admiral was compelled to 
withdraw to his fleet, covered with shame, 
and carrying with him the obloquy, odium, 

* and execrations of all the inhabitants of 
- Canton. In a short time after this notable 
effort on the part of the admiral, advices 
reached him, that a large military force 
was collecting near Canton, and appre¬ 
hensions were entertained as to the safety 
of the British subjects in that city. In 
this state of things, the gallant admiral 
directed the chief supercargo t« proclaim 
the following order to the commanders of 
all the British vessels at the port of Can¬ 
ton. 

Genilemen,—I am directed byihk; 
** excellency rear admiral DrurVi to ac- 
quaint you, that every British subject 
should quit Canton in forty-eight hours 
after this date, as the refusal of the Chi- 
'*nese government to listen to his‘most* 
-^.friendly entreaties will compel him to 
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" command justice.—Admiral Drdry al^ 
directs, that all Englis^ vessels sbojuld 
be prepared to drop down the river with 
'' as littfe delay as possible. I regret that 
it shpuld be expedient to adopt any 
measures that most occasion inconveni- 
“ ence to many; but, rely with confi* 
** dcnce upon every person's complying 
cheerfully with what is likely to prove 
“ of pufllic utility, and which the present 
** sCatc of affairs renders unfortunately ne* 

'' ccssary, assuring them at the same time, 

" that every attention A’ill be paid to 
the preservation of British property. 

*' (Signed) J. W. Roberts. Canton, 

« 21>t Nov. 1303/’ 

It is difficult for tlie subjects of this free 
lai-.id to imagiup the scene of confusion and 
alarm, to which this portentous order gave 
rise amongst the Britisli inhabitants at Can¬ 
ton. These unfortunate’ victims, to the 
impolicy and extravagant fancy of our 
rulers, having scraped and scrambled to¬ 
gether as much of their devoted property, 
as the hurry and danger of the moment 
W'ould admit, were compelled to abandon 
their homes and concorn.4, and to seek, 
^v'ith the utiuo.sfc precipitation, shelter 
umler tlie British flag. It might have 
been supposed, that the failure of the gal¬ 
lant admiral's first vain attempt, by his 
pei'.sinal appearance at Canton, to over¬ 
awe and intimidate the viceroy into an 
acquiescence with his objects would have 
served n.s a wliolesorne caution to guard 
him against exposiiigdilmsclf, his people, 
and the British fliy;, to a repefiiion of si¬ 
milar insult.s, derision, and,.contume]y, as 
attended that wild and ineffectual experi¬ 
ment; but, in an evjl moment, he^ deter- 
«mincd olherwise.*Thcproclaniatioii^hich ^ 
was issued pn the 2ist. of Nov. drew all 
the British subjects together at the anchor-*- 
age-ground (distant from Canton about 
25 miles) on the 23d ; and it appears, that 
the gallant admiral, doubtful what course 
to adopt, remained inactive until the 28th, 
when again he gave orders for manning 
’'ud*arming all the boats tof the fleet, and, 
with a much stronger force than hejiad 
formerly carried with hint; shaped his 
course towards Canton. When the ad¬ 
miral’s fled of' boats hfid proceeded within 
three miles of this city, a considerable* 
body of armed persons was seen assem¬ 
bled at a small fort, which commanded the 
river; and no sooner had the gallant ad¬ 
miral approached within jrange of shot, 
*t^ban a brisk fire* of round and grape was 
operted upon hiip. Various eirorts were 
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made by the admiral to enter into expla¬ 
nation, but all proved ineffectual. The 
only reply he could obtain to his profes¬ 
sions, and protestations of amity and good 
faith, was, from the mouths of theJr can¬ 
non; and, at length perceiving tnat his 
situation,already dangerous, might become 
critical, he once more determined to re¬ 
pair to his ships, under circumstances of 
disgrace, obloquy and execratiotl, easier 
to be conceivAl, than described. Mr. 
Prendergast here begged permission of 
the House to stdtc a circumstance which 
occurred in the course of this fatal and 
mistaken experiment, upon the nerves 
of the ^ceroy, and the fears of the Chi¬ 
nese. It was alleged that, during the 
time tifat resistance was offered from t^e 
fort, an attempt was made by a body of 
Chinese to seize and detain one of the 
English boats, in which they succeeded so 
far as to have taken possession of her. 
An immediate order was issued for the 
recapture of this boat, and in the course of 
this duty, his information stated, that ^5 
Chinese were killed, and several others 
wounded. Hcehumbly maintained that, 
if this ill-fated expedition invol^ved no 
other circumstance of interest, or concern, 
than the loss of so mviny lives, in a course 
of proceeding which he had endeavoured 
to describe, and which appeared, t:^ Ids I 
judgment, to have been a scries of aggres¬ 
sion and injustice on the part of our eom- 
inander, in every stage of it; if wo took 
no other interest in tjils extraordinary cx- 
pcditiob, than that w^cli tlie los-! of so 
many lives in such a manner,,was calcu- 
Jated to excite, still, he contended, that 
there was, in this unfortunate result, abun¬ 
dant g^und, not only to justify, but to 
*demaim of the justice of parliament, that 
enquiry should be had, and eventually 
that punishment should be inflicted. An¬ 
ticipating, however, the possibility that 
the papers might^be refused, for which 
he was about to call,* either on a plea of 
their being so voluminous as'fb impose 
extraordinary trouble on the clerks of ^he 
departments in which those papers were 
deposited, orj^n the plea of the expense 
which might attach to the printing of 
them, he begged leave to sYibmit to the 
House, that he was willing, with a view 
to obviate cither, or both of these objec-» 
tions, to 4>e one of a Committee to exa¬ 
mine and select such papers as might be 
deemet^ necessary to the establishment of 
bis case, which* might be,* in bis opinion,^ 
redugetf to a yevy few iu number; hnd, 


that, if any objection should exist on the 
ground of expence, he was ready to de-' 
fray all such charges out of his own 
pocket, rather than the House should be 
kept uninformed on a subject of such se-« 
rious importance. He felt no inclination 
^o detain .the House longer than to oiler 
th| expression of his grateful acknowledg¬ 
ments for the indulgent attention with 
which he |iad been honoured, and ht 
should, therefore, proceed to submit hia 
motion. 

J. * That there be laid, before this 
House, copies of all dispatches, with their 
respective dates, which have been received 
by the ri^bt bon. the lords commissioners 
of the adrn 1 rally,'and oy tlie court of di¬ 
rectors of the East India company, rela¬ 
tive to the late expedition, sent under ths 
command of his excellency, r(.ar admiral 
Drury, against the island of Macoa, in th* 
Chinese jieas. *2. Co|iies of all orders and 
coflimunications which the right hon. th« 
lords comniis«>ioners of the admirnliy, shall 
have transmiiled to rAr admiral Drury, 
on the subject of such report or reports 3%^ 
that olTicer may have made to their lord- 
ships, respecting bis proceedings in the 
late expediiion against Macoa. 3. Copies 
of 1)11 orders and opinions, which may • 
have been Iransinittcd l)y the hen. tlie 
l>>)ard of eornrni^'^ioi'ci). lor India allairs, 
or by the court of directors of the East 
India company, to tlie right lion, the 
governor general of India, or to the com¬ 
pany's supercargoes at China, relative to 
tlio late expedition against Macoa, or to* 
any other operations or plat^Avhich may 
have had for iheir'objcct the capture, or 
occupancy of that island, by a British 
force, or by the troops of the East India 
company." 

Mr. JL Dundas said, the detail of the 
course of the expedition was correct, as 
far as it went; but circumstances had been 
omitted which altered the complexion of 
the case. When there was reason to ap¬ 
prehend that the British would be ex¬ 
cluded from the Portuguese ports beforfl 
the rernovsd of the royal family of Por- ‘ 
tugm to the Brazils, orders had been sent 
out to to take the Portuguese settlements 
iu the East, (afterwards countermanded) 
by .force, if necessary, except Macoa, 
which was not to be taken without the 
concurrence of the Chinese, and it waa 
imagined that the Chinese would willingly 
accept of our.itiisirtance to repel n hostile 
>*kttack of the French on the settlement, if 
that should*be ajttempted^* The governor' 
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gtneral iva» apprized • by the Committee 
of flupercar^fl at Canton that the French 
were preparing to attack the place, and 
that it might be taken possession of by 
with the Concurtence of tlie Chinese as he 
understood. It was necessary to act im' 
mediately^ witliout waiting for further, 
orders, and the governor sent admiral 
Drury, who acted in concert with the su¬ 
percargoes, till they were coijvinced that 
nirther perseverance would be useless. 
He conceived that no blame attached to 
the governor-general or the admiral. He 
agreed with the hon. gent, as to the im¬ 
portance of preserving our Chinese com¬ 
merce—but under ^11 the circumstances, 
be thought there was no occasion for these 
apers, which were very voluminous, and 
e would therefore oppose the motion. 

' Mr. G, Johnstone disapproved of the i 
occupation of the territory in quf-siion. 
The island was lOO miles in circumference, 
the Portuguese did not occupy ten mi'es 
in circumference of it: the Chinese oVilv 
allowed them one week’s provistnn-; at a 
» time, so that we had no occasion to dread 
the French getting, or if they did get, 
retaining possession of it. 

Mr. Wallace thought that no suHiciont 
case had been m ule out to induce the 
House to order such a mass of papers to 
be produced. 

» Sir Jf. PopAam ihoiieht if there was any 
inconvenience in producing all the papers 
called for, there could at least he no ob¬ 
jection in producing those which related 
^to the supercargoes, the marine service, 
and the commander in chief. 

Mr. C. Grant declared that in the mea¬ 
sures which had been pursued by the 
court of directors, in consequence ot* this 
ill-judged expedition, the court had ac¬ 
quitted the governor general, and the ad¬ 
miral of all hUme, and had punished the 
guilty by dismissing * the supercargoes 
from their ollices; a measure of punish¬ 
ment, which must be considered very se¬ 
vere, since it not only deprived those gen¬ 
tlemen of large emoluments, hut degraded 
them io the eyes of the world. fn,con- 
olusion, he appealed to the candour and 
liberality of the hon. gent, wfiether all had 
Aol been done to answ<^r the ends of jus¬ 
tice, which could have beem done. , c 
Mr. l*rendergast had no hesitation iii re¬ 
paying to the appeal made to his cartdoix* 
by thb" hnn. member who had just sat 
or in stating it as firm and de¬ 
cided opi'uion, tliflt ao far wdf th^ pro-V 
ceedisg dcSdribte by law chairbmati 


calculated to promote the ends of justienj 
or to saiisfy the reasonable expectations 
of the country, that he (Mr. P.) consider^ 
ed the course which had been* taken, and 
the de^sion which had passed, as tending 
to invert and violate every principle of 
justice and equity. . He contended, that 
the principle which had been adopted, 
aiiJ acted upon in the course of this pro- 
ccediiig*was, in spirit and eilect, precisely 
analogous lo the unfair, H>ppressive and 
scandalous decision which was past by ths 
court of directors last yiar, against some 
of their innocent, but helpless a'lid depen** 
dant writers end cadets. In the present 
case, as in that just alluded to, puigiishment 
appears lo have been inllicted upon 'the 
innocent, whilst the guilty were (ipheid, 
complimented, and exto[]ed.*^It must he 
in the recollection of gontlemen, how zea* 
lous and active were the exertions of the 
honourable gentleman, (Mr. C. Grant) and 
his friends in the direction, to restore to 
their body the individual, whose patronage 
had been abused, and who alone was respoiH 
sible for the trespasses which had been 
commitU'd ; wliiUt they <vi»ited, with a 
merciless hand, an unmerited measure of 
punishment upon innocent, mioiiendirig 
yourij.s, because they could do so witli 
itiipunily. in the same spirit of oppres- 
si(i[k. and injustice, the directors had, in 
tlie case before the Hou.«?c, by the decla- 
ratioti of the lion, member, (Mr, Grant) 
single.! out as the victims of iheir wrath 
and df.?pleasure, tliosp who could not, ih 
possibility, be helgl responsible for the tm* 
policy, the, miscliief, and disgrace of this 
mad and improvident undertaking; whilfit 
they now deiotid, and ucknow'Iedge lately 
to have conapliiifented, those to wli^m the 
responsibility actually belongs, and to 
whom must, of consequence, attach all the 
guilt of this disgsaceful transaction. He 
would put it to the hon. geiitlemun, and 
to the House, w'iiv‘ihei«sthe .supercargoes, 
who arc now stated ‘to have been degraded 
and disrrfissed from iucrativt ollices, for 
share they had taken in advising this 
measure, were, or could, tn justice, be 
held so culpable as the pciy^n w ho order¬ 
ed, or the comrnamler who executed thiu 
rash and ill-fated expedition ? Will it be 
contended, that the supercargoes possess¬ 
ed^ the power do order op direct an expe¬ 
dition of this nature, for which they must 
be held responsible I Mr. P. maintained 
that they invested with no guch au¬ 
thority; that‘it was onf}' comoetent Ca 
thdm to submit,^in the »oit humbU ton#. 
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their aeg:ge«tioo to the governor-generaU the Gemmittee. The resolutioa of the, 
whO| alpne, possessed t1^ power to ac House ought not to interfere with the coin 
ce|:ftj or to rej«6t such propositions.*—It .struction of the existing law,'and if thft 
bid beenAji'ged by a right hon. gent, that directcirs had acted contrary to the lawv 
the expedition was'impolitic, unjiist, and it would be for a jury to sayso. Whea 
disastrous, that as the governor-general the West India Dock bill was passed, thei 
had appeared to have acted from the best j^roperty-tax was not iu existence. Ha 
intentions, he ought not to be lield blame- in<|ved that the debate should be ad'** 
able; but he (JVlr. Prendergast) saw no jourued for six months, 
reason to determine why the gewernor- Mr. Baring thought the subject should 
general should dtave credit for purer in- be followed up either in the manner his 
tendons than the suptreargoes; and as the hon.iriend had propoeed, or in some other 
former was responsible to that House and which^mighl appear mure eligible to the 
the country, whilst the latter were altoge- House. The opinion of the hon. and 
ther unknown in any character of renpon- learned gent opposite would doubtless bo 
sibility to either, he contended, that no anxiously looked to bv the House as ta 
decisionVhich was confined exclusively the possilfllity of'settiffg the question ta, 
to the jsunishment of the supercargoes for rest in h court of law. If a better way of 
a transgre.ssion of this nature, could prove proceeding were pointed out by gcntle- 
satisfaciory to the country. He concluded men on the other side of the House, he 
by conjuring the ^ouse to insist upon the should bow to their decision; but if they 
production of tlie papers, which would did not do so, lie should vote for the re^* 
shew where the blame did actually attach; lutlon. 

and, in the persuasion that there existed mt,Marryaii observed, that the Wcsl> 
abundant cause of dissatisfaction some- India plante/s were mttterially interested 
where, he would persist in demanding the in this question. According to the act, 
papers. • originally constituting the West India 

The motion was negatived without a Dock Company, the proprietors were ia 
division. share lOl. per cent, upon their capital, 

[West India Dock Company.] Mr. and it was stipulated, that upon the sur- . 
Barham addressed the House on the sub- plus profits amounting to a certain fund, a 
ject of the conduct of the West Iijdia proportionate reduction should take place^ 
Dock directors, respecting the dividends in the rates payable at the Docks. Nov( 
made upon their capital. The hon. gent, by the system to which the resolution re-* 
contended, that by the act of the 39th of ferred to, the 10/. per cent, being taken 
the King they were restrained from mak- undiminishei^ the income tax being paid 
ing a dividend abovi WL per cent. In entirely out of tlfis reversionary fund, that • 
point of fact, howevcr,^they had divided stipulation of the Company ^vjas not at- 
10/. per cent, clear, paying the property tended to. Therefore he thought the re¬ 
lax out of the public funds of the com- solution right and reasonable, and h« 
pany. fThis was in efilct.to divide eleven hope<l it would serve to produce a dif- 

1 >er ceih. contrary to the act he had be- ferent arrangement in future. ^ • 

ore' alluded to. He felt it therefore his Mr. Hughan opposed the resolution. 



upon their capitalj^ithout previously de- 10/. per cent.; but when their profits ex- 
ducting the due proportion oftthe pro- ceeded that, the residue was to be applied 
perty-tax from the whole of their profits, to the public service. Wishing well, aa 
did exceed the extreme rate of interest he did, to the Company, of which no one 
which they w ere empowered to divide by had ^poke too highly, he thought thoy 
the 39th of theTCing.^' should be called upon to declare wimt 

Mr. Hibbert obser^d, that^he Commit- would be ihfeir conduct in future. If they 
tee had reported thai, the aiFairs of the vvould not submit', the public had a re- 
Company had been generally well con- J metfy, though to apply it might be trou- 
ducted, ^nd in a manner greatly tq the^ l^lesome. From the ctmstruction be put 
public benefit, but they gave their ofd- upon the act he thought the surplus ap;« 
nion as to the law on this particular point, propriated to the public ought not 
Nbw it*did nottqipear to him necessary ©urthoned¥tith*tlieproperty tax 
for the HousjBto ipWate the rMohitioaof*[profiu. .Tbeionght to If 
* toi. XVI* fiN •, 
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JO/, per cent, they divided on the capital, some statement to make regarding th# 
He concluded by expressing bis regret at service of a Process in an actioa at 
finding himself unable in the present in- law against you by sir Francis Burdette is 
stance to support the Company. desirous , of knowing what statement oh 

Mr. BarAam, in reply^ stated his rcadi- this subiect you have to make.'^ 
ness to adopt that mode of proceeding The SSnycoRt at Arms informed the House, 

most agreeable to the House. that a person yesterday delivered to him 

Mr. /T. Smith thought the advantages a Paper, which he now held in his hand ; 
arising to the country from the Company and that the same person came to him 
was incidental, and that the ipcome tax some time since, and required of him a 
ought to be paid on the 10/. percent, copy of the Warrant of the fcommitment of 
th^ divided on their capital. sir Francis Burdett: 

The Solicitqr General spoke in praise of And the said Paper^ was thereupon 
,the Company, but concurred with the delivered in, and read ; and is as foU 
Attorney General in his construction of loweth ; 

the act, as involving a question of pri- Middlesex to wit. Tho sherifFis com- 
vate right, be bopea the resolution rvould manded to take Francis John Colman^ 


be but a preparatory step leading to a 
measure on which both Houses could give 
their opinion and set the question at rest. 

Mr. J. SmiUi descanted o;) the advan¬ 
tages arising to the pj^btic from the com¬ 
pany. He had understood they hnd^a 
right to share 10/, per cent, on their Ca¬ 
pita! without an}’’ 6eduction lor the pro- 
jjcrty tax. 

Mr. Johnson expressed his hope that no 
proceeding might be adopted by any re¬ 
solution of the House, bat that the ques- 
. tion shopld be tried by a court of law. 

Mr. Barham that if the (Company 
should continue thus to divide it would. 
tl)en be the duty of the Houct: to order an 
informatiun to he entered against them. 


** pq. and Richard ■ Roe, if they befound 
in his Bailiwick, and that he keep them 
safely ; so that he may have their bo« 
" dies before the lord t)?c king at West* 
“ minster on Wednesday next after 15 
" days of Easter, to answer to sir Francis 
** Burdett, bart. in a plea of trespass on 
** the case; and that lie then hare there 
** this precept. By Bill| 

Markham antk'Le Blanc.'* 

** Francis John Colman, esq.^You are 
" served with this Process, to the intent 
" that you may, by your attorney, appear 
in his Majesty's court of King's-bench at 
thq return thereof, being the Qth day 
of May instant, in order to your defence 
“ in this action. (Endorsed) Ellis, Gray*s- 


tt 


it 


if 


The Chanvdlor (if the Exchequer was of *' Jnn Square, May 7th, 1810, 
opinion that it would not be inconvenient Mr. Calcrqft asked| what was the Ser- 
for the House lo express' its sense bv a jeant's ansv/er to tlys request ?. 
resolution., would be extremely didi- The SerjemU answered, he had shewn 
cult to try the quobticn m any way, and him a copy of the warrant.* 
at the same tiiitc keep the arif ais out of The thought it proper to state, 

sight, which necessarily embraces the in- .that he had desired the Serjeant to'act as 
■ tercsts of the West India merLhaiits he hud done in t.hi.s respect, not conceiving 

it to be prdpei* that any person who in- 


Tiie question was titcii pui, and the 
Amendment was negatived, and iheoii- 
ginal question was canieit' wiUioui a di- 

vision. 


HOVSE OF CO:tfMON'S, 

Wednesday, May 0. 

[Sia Faancis Bubdett’s^ Pnnc^rss 
aqainst tub Skrjeant at Arms.] Tim 
Chanceltor of the Excheqiier having moved 
that the Serjeant at .Arriis be called in tq 
state the circumstances cuimectcd w ith the 


^,uiieu for u «:ightor the vrarrant issuing 
fioiiithat Houw, should he kept in igno* 
i cince of it. ^ 

'i'he VMncdloi' of'^the Exchequer moved, 
i I'hal iliE matters stated by the Serjeant 
I at Arms attending this* House, and ths 
Paper delivered in by him, be referred to 
the Committee appointed consider of 
the Proceedings in the matter of sir Francis 
Tiordett." * ^ 

8ir T. Tnrion contended that if any* 
thing on the face ofthe paper in question 


servicc.of the Process, in ail action - at law, atlebted tho privileges of the House, the 
gainst hiip by sir Francis Burdett; the best mode of vindicating their dignity 
Seijeanl was accordingly called in. Would .be to find, the person by whom the 

The .Speaker then said io .bitn, *** The i^P^poess had boen served, and la take the 
tiouse being inarmed that * you have jjroper irtepi for ^miuhing iuo* 
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• The (^tfisHor < 3 f the Excheqatr though 
U'jnuch more mse to refer the service oi 
process to the Committee, previous to the 
adoption of the idea thrown out by the 
hun. baronet, ^ 

Lord Volkestfme was of opthion that thi 
was altogether an improper proceeding. 
Either the steps they might adopt were 
or were not, intended to have some weigh 
with the courts below. If it Vas ex- 
peefed that tt!e expression of their de- 
Mrmination on the subject was to have 
any weight \9ith these courts, ^vhat 
would this be but to interfere with tlie 
ordinary course of law ? It appeared t 
him thgt it would be itifmitely more sa¬ 
tisfactory to the feelings of the public 
and nihst in the long-run be also infinke^ 
ly more gratifying to the feelings of tin 
House, that the matter were entirely left 
to the decision of4he courts of taw, with¬ 
out the intervention of any resolutions of 
their own. On these grounds he should 
object to referring the tnatLer to the Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Aiimi said, that he had throughout 
taken infinite *pains to be correct in all 
the parts of this proceeding ; he had con¬ 
sidered every step in it most coolly, and 
had acted in all the stages of it to the best 
of his judgment. In no part had he felt 
more anxiety to be right than in theanea- 
sure of appoinring a Committee, which it 
was proposed now to charge with tho 
matter respecting the Serjeant, as well as 
that which (elated ^o Mr. Speaker. He 
sincerely trished tha^o such step had 
been taken.^But he w'hs 4 >erticularly 
averse to its existing with its pre.sent 
power^and he had,^fler due reflection, 

^ for t<jat reason ceme a determination* 
not to attend the Coimniitec,^ because it 
seemed to him to counteract the course 
which he thought should be taken as the 
only means of securing the privileges of 
the House. He ^kad satisfied himself, and 
hepresumed to thinkt^atwhathe had tosvw 
would satisfy every gentleman'^ho heard 
him, that he had’acted correctly. Wien 
the Committee was moved for the other 
day, he had oanic to the House determined 
to oppose it, from a conviction that it was 
uunecessary, and* that if was worse 
than ‘unnecessary, by giving ground 
for implying that the House, by appoint-e 
ing a Committee, doubted of its own clear 
and ascertained privileges. He had latterly 
acquiesced in jts appomtiut nt, however, 
under the impression that there werC, 
might be, indtviiduar mepil>i9rs^ who, Rum 


theft' pursuits and engagem^ts, might nbt 
have had the means of inquiry : and they 
had a Right to be satisfied. He had, how¬ 
ever, a most serious objection, one that 
was insuperable; tiz. that the Committee 
should have power to repoh opinions. 
^ To delegate to them such a puW.er was, in 
h#8 opinion, an abaudonmeiii of the pri¬ 
vileges of that House. Fie thought the 
House hail the privileges sought to be 
called in question. It was neocssary for 
its ogrn safety itshimld have them, and, if 
so, it must also have the means of enforc¬ 
ing those privileges.—Fie said he would 
shortly illustrate what were his ideas oh 
the subject fttimwhal passed previous 
fhe year 1770, when members and their 
Servants, who had formerly enjoyed the 
privilege of immunity from action, were 
deprived of that right, when all which, was 
declared to remain with members was^he 
personal privilege freedom fiom arrest, 
'flhis was done by the act of the lOthGeo. 
3. c. AO, brought in jiy the present lord 
Onslow. Previnns to this period, not a 
session passed without its being shew, 
what the warrant of the Speaker by order 
of the House could do. When a member, 
or even the servant of a member of that 
House, was served with notice of action,* 
and comjjiaint made, the person who 
served the action was bi ought to the bar, 
was examined whether he was the person 
who served the writ; and if he confe.ssed 
he was, or if it was on his denial proved 
otherwise, she /natter was either referred 
to a Committee of privileges, or the par¬ 
son was at oncq ordered •into custody. 
That privilege being taken away, ihc re¬ 
maining personal privileges were few. 
Any instance of proceeding upon theUi^ 
since that time were therefore very rare. 
A return ol' precedents from that period,* 
of commitment for serving legal process, 
would, he bclieWd, be nihil. Few per¬ 
sons notv existing could have any actual 
experience of the mode of any proceed¬ 
ing then adopted. Forty years disuse of 
a (failv prnciiie, made the mode of exe- 
culjng' the power, fall into oblivion, and 
might afford a reasonable apology for the 
House not.being at once alert iaits course 
of proceeding, w'tjcn Mr, Ellis served the 
t»paaker with notice. But .it is no reason 
for not following a course, which, when 
considered, is the only course that cah'be 
followed, consistently with the privileges 
of the House;.And that It was inconsistent 
with fhose privileges to appoint acqmthittee 
vested with a power to recommedd a dif- 
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fimntcoonfe. His opiniott was decidedly tending the committee. As his' reaioiA 
this> tfaatj according to ancient invariable were likewise the same, ^he did notwysh 
precedent* when legal process was served to occupy the attention of the House l^y 
vpon a member* the person serving it was repeating them. His objcctioiis, however, 
brought to the bar* examined to the matter, would t^ave been partly got over, A' the 
and* according to the nature of tho casfe* power of iht committee was to be of a 
committed for the breach of privilege- limited nature; but when that power was 
Onthe present occasion that course should so generally granted, he thought the 
be followed with Mr. Ellis; he who in- House should keep it only in its own 
dorsed the notice* should be committed for hands. ^As he did not choose to give any 
the contempt* and the House should come advice or instruction to the committee, he 
to resolutions respecting this brea'^h of had of course a natural objection to afly 
privilege, that there might bo notice to interference. On every* other point he 
all the world* that the act done was a perfectly coincided with his lion, and 
breach of privilege* and that the acts of learned friend ; he deemed the course he 
the House could no^t be questioned in any wished to be adopted the only old beaten 
court or place, in a legal proceeding out track of the House; it was first enacted 
of the House. In such a case as this, the 4P years ago. Since that, things ‘of the 
House could not delegate its powers to present nature had heti'ti so rare, that the 
any Committee. They could not, con- knowledge of the track has been almost 
siftcnllv with established rules, appoint lost, and indeed what has happened could 
them to deliberate*‘when the case was not have been expected. He agreed with 
clear ; or refer to them a case in width his hon. and learned friend, that the only 
there was no question. He stated tlhis* safe mode for the House to pursue, was to 
that on any future occasiorf, when the move in the marked tract of the House of 
*question might be brought forward, he Comrnonsi^^tare.super vias untKfUUA'. If it 
'XnightstandrcctiM in cun'a. He had in his should then be,found that the powers they 
absence been nominated a member of that possessed fell short of what was required 
Committee. He had taken till next morn- for the support of their privileges on the 
* ing to consider how he ought to act, and present occasion, it could only arise trom 
then he wrote' to a learned friend, also a the circumstance* that no such case us the 
member of it, begging that the members present bad ever occurred. Still, how- 
might not wait for him, as he was de- ever, it was the duty of that House to act 
termmed not to attend. He felt it to be up to what liad be^^n done by their ances- 
inconsistent with his duty; to sanction, by tors, lie only wished, in what he had 
attending the Committee, a proceeding said, to stand acquiV-ed with the House, 
‘’which cast so much doubt upon the con- mid to declare t|^it he had not refused 
fidence whreb the Houst^ ought to have on acting on-the committee, jiecause he was 
the existence of its privileges. And now adverse to the hoii. gentlemen opposite, 
when the question arose as to the mode of Sir X declared that he for 

their proceeding, bethought it becoming one entertained Tno doubt whateve^ofthe^ 
in the House to shew that they knew and privileges pf the House* and of the pro- 
had confidence in their own privileges, priety of pursuing the course adopted by 
Mr. Adam said, he would not make any their ancestors for their preservation, 
motion to this effect, because the conduct There was no course but one for main- 
of the business was in other hands* but he taining those privilegeit and no place but 
earnestly called on the gentlemen oppo- one in which they ought to be main- 
site* to move that the person who had tained; for it was impossiblh to think of 
served the writ in question should be referring the privileged of the House of 
brought to the bar of the Hovse. \Fhat Commons to the courts of law in order to 
he had said he had urged with moderation, decide iheir validity and»^xtent. Con- 
His only wish was tfie susleiitation of the ceiving therefore that the appointment of 
eights and privileges ^f that House, as a committee‘to-give An opinion on a sub- 
con<tistent with the constitutiou of* Ike ject to do'no go^* and might possibly do 
country. He had discharged his duty* and 'harm* he had-declined attending upon it. 
had acted in such a way as was satisfactory The AiioTtu^ General agreed *that .the 

tobismind. privileges of thatHousecould notbequed- 

Mr. fVindham said, tlnvt, he perfectly tioned before any trihuni^l wbatecer* but 
^agreed with the objections bis hoh. and that they themselves were the sofo.judges 
l^^i^ncd friend'hgd adran^d*for not au of their privilegiBS* He* wished it to bo' 
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glneraltT known, that bis hon. friends, 
whq baa already^spoken, concurred with 
hipi and with tnose who sat on the same 
side with him, or if .it pleased them bet¬ 
ter, that they (the ministers) crni^urred 
with them (Mr. Adam, Ac.)' in this opi¬ 
nion. It was not from any doubt on this 
head that his hon. friends had been nomi¬ 
nated to be members of the committee. 
This was a point on which he p/esnmed 
to think that nd man could doubt. But 
thl^ had been put on the committee for 
the purpose of landing their assistance in 
suggesting the best mode in which the 
privileges of the House could be enforced 
with the greatest safety to that cause 
which they all joined in supporting. He 
only rose for the purpose of expressing 
his regret that his hon. friends nad de¬ 
clined acting on the committee. 

The Chancellor ike Exchequer felt the 
sincercst regret at the view his hon. and 
learned friends had taken of the obligation 
by which they were precluded from be¬ 
coming members of the committee. He 
gave them full credit for their motives, 
and acquitted tRem of any design to em¬ 
barrass the committee in any report they 
might make. He thought, however, that 
every argument they had used in .support 
of the propriety of their declining to act, 
roved directly the contrary ; and if they 
ad a clear view of the steps necessary to 
be taken in such a proceeding, instead of 
being a reason for their declining to act, 
this should rather hare operated as an in¬ 
ducement to them to fgipart to the com¬ 
mittee the clegr view of the case which 


of proceeding was passed by, he hoped ii 
would not be said hereafter, that there 
were persons present who had not yet 
suggested H to the House. He was 
dined at this moment to believe, that th» 
was the first instance a process'had been 
lerved on an officer of this House, for an 
ach proceeding from the House, in which 
the attorney who issued the process was 
not orderecuto' attend. He did not mean 
to move this, but merely to suggest it * 
and tg bring to the recollection of the 
House, that they were nowt to consider 
what was fit to be done with an attorney, 
telling the House it was through his in- 
strumentdity that thisf process has been 
served. If the House was now to pass it 
by, it was no fault of his. He only sug¬ 
gested to gentlemen opposite what was 
the regular and cstabbshed mode of pro¬ 
ceeding $ and hoped he should not 
told, if, after a lapse of six weeks, it should ■ 
appear that the proper season of resorting 
to this proceeding ha(^ been allowed to 
pass over—that he and every other mem¬ 
ber of that House was to blame for th* 
omission, as much as the gentlemen op¬ 
posite who were in the service of govern¬ 
ment. 

The motion was then put and carried. * 
And on the motion of the Chancellor of 
the Exchemier, the names of the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, Mr. Wallace, Mi*. 
Rose, and Mr. Stephen, were added to tho 
Committee already appointed. 

[PfiTITlOlf FRpM THE LiVERY OF LON-^ 

Doy—A djourned Debate.] Mr. Aider- 
man Combe moved that thef adjourned 


they themselves possessed. They might, debate on this subject (see p. 902) be rc« 
uniortunatcly, not ha%p been able to in- sumed, which being agreed to, 

^ipire (uliers with the sanie clear view of^ Mr. Wallace said, that his opinion when , 
the subject which they theiq^lves had, he first read this petition was that It should 
but still if this had been the case, they not be received, and every subsequent re-' 
could easily have rescued themselves from flection he had made on the subject con- 
any imputation which might have arisen firmed him in thfs opinion. He did not 
from their being raemjbers of a committee object to it because it did not convey iho 
which had refused to be governed by their sentiments of the niajoiity of the livery,' 
wise counseU On the other hand, if the for ^lat would not be a sufficient reason 
committee liad b£en unanimous, must*not for rejecting it. Even if it could be supr 
the j^eport have possessed greater weight, posed to be the petition only of the twelve 
coming, as it^nust have done, from gen- persons by whom it was signed, still it was 
tlemen of every political ^sentiment in proper it should be received if couched in 
that House. • becoming language. As the House was 

: Sir *A. * IHgptt conceived the course told, however, that it was likely to receive 
pointed out by his hon. and learned friend* a great many other petitions, it was ne- 
^Mr. Adam) to be the only means the Pessary that they should know from what 
House hadof asserting its own jurisdiction, descriptions of persons they c^e ^ thdt 
and tlv mily vieaiis which had been in they were. the«petitions of the people of 
4he usi^ of b0Uig adopted v^eu a sumrnon^«r'England, and not the claims dfa'amkll ^ 
Was served oathat Hou^e. If this mode of disaffeefed pejsons; lvkQi tbhf,hoWev^v 
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ihould not operate as a complete exclu¬ 
sion. Neither wasiie of ppibioii that the 
petition should be rejected because it con¬ 
tained doctrines to hts mind unfounded; 
but because it was put of a complete sys¬ 
tem of insult pursued out of doors to vilify 
and degrade this House. He was for re¬ 
jecting it on account of the number of^ni* 
pertinent and extraneous topics introduced 
into it; and.for the resemblaijce it bore to 
another petition which had been already 
refused. There might be some painute 
lines of distinction between the two* but 
they were obviously the oSspring of tire 
same parents^ and had the same objects in 
view. Like the ^liddlesex Petition, it 
contained a variety of most offensive pas¬ 
sages; thought it had the appearance of 
being more respectful. It. had none of the 
reality ; there might be a difference be¬ 
tween them, but still the revsemblance was 
sdeh —decet fsse sororum, and this 
likeness shewed that they had sprung fv^m 
the same origin. The petition, iu tact, 
was founded on tUe resolutions passed at 
jhe same meeting, and these were such a 
set of such a nature, that in other times, 
the person who bad dared to authenticate 
them by his signature, would not have 
been out of Newgate 24 hours after he had 
done so. Another reason for his rejecting 
the petition was to be found in the ciiv* 
cum.^tances which attended (ho meeting. 
It was there stated, that the petition was 
somewhat different from the resolutions, 
but that this was done only ith the view 
• of getting the petition received. He then 
read the two^hrst resolutions, and askeJ, if 
it was possible had they formed part of tiie 
petition, that any man could be found who 
would say that it ought to be received ?— 
In their complaints against the vole on the 
Waichcren expedition, they did not even 
ivc credit to the minority ; and even the 
on. gentleman (Mr.* Whitbread) who 
went farthest with them, was at one of their 
meetings called a decoy duck. The'House 
must even sacrifice the privilege of com¬ 
mitting for libel producing obstru\:tion 
before it could satisfy them; far the ^oii. 
gent, at another meeting, by venturing 
to assert the privilege thus far,,raised such 
a clamour, that he was^ oblig^ to stop it 
by giving the.health of that uistinguishad 
patriot Mr. Waithman. But what they 
aimed at was, the destruction of the pri< 
vileges of* the House, (hat by this means 
they might wound the coi^titution. While 
he thought the House ought not'to bb cap-^. 
tious in finding-ioult with petitxoas, yet 


Where a spirit of insult was . manifest frtim 
the document itself, it ought to be rejected. 
The reception of it would only render ^6 
House an accomplice, in its own degrada¬ 
tion. .The goon sense of the people he 
hoped would teach them to re^fpect the 
privileges of the Hobse which existed for 
their own benefit. 

Sir 1\ Turton contended, that the pe¬ 
tition dught to be received. He saw nb 
expressions it contained tHat could warrant 
its rejection. Had it been addresscitf to 
the persons akemblihg ifiSt. Stephen's, or 
had it carried on the face of it a denial of 
their existence as the House of Commons, 
then indeed the a^uments that (had been 
used would have been admissible. But the 
petition contained no such expresstons. It 
recognised their iuithority, and to that au¬ 
thority the prayer of tiie petitioners was ad¬ 
dressed. Their diiierenee of opinion could 
be no insult to the House, as on that differ¬ 
ence of opinion the petition was founded. If 
they had accfuiesced in the decision of the 
House, there would have been no occasion 
for petitioning. Their right of petiticning 
was not attempted to be ^denied ; and if 
they bad that right, they must be altotved 
to differ from the House on the subject that 
occasioned their complaints. It had been 
stated, tliat whatevermight be the language 
of tiie petition, or whatever t.ie terms in 
which it was couched, the resolution pass¬ 
ed at the meeting of the Ji^’ery clearly 
proved that the petition war intended as an 
insult. But the Hou^o, he contended, had 
no right to look t^those resolutions, what¬ 
ever might be their natur^. The resolu*- 
tions were not now before them ; and if 
ever they should be brought before them 
it could only He by a specific ^jpotion^ 
when it would be for the House to con¬ 
sider whethei* those resolutions were k 
breach of privilege or not. At present 
they had only the petition before them, 
and he cottUmded thatxhat petition could 
not be vcjecLcd on tlic ground of any re¬ 
solutions*'(hat were nut regularly t^fere 
thdoi. It was the petition only they had 
to consider, and that petition was en^titlcd 
to stand or fall by its own»merits. But 
even to these resolutions he did not see the 
propriety of the obji'ction that had been 
made, and had they even been*^ moch 
stronger, they - would afford no justifiable 
ground of rejecting the petition. ' He saw 
nothing in the terms of the petition theft 
could authorise them to i^pjectii. «It was 
addressed to tfie House in due ib,rm, and 
the' redress they tilatnted wks merely 
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nmtter of opinion, which the Hou^e might grievances, had a right to be heard. Their 
adopt or not as it pleased. Ifthepetitiv petition ought to be received ifthehm* 
oneA dilfered in Opinion, that opinion was guage was not wholly unconatitutioaal 
expressed with deference, and it still re- but with the House it remained to deter^ 
mained with the House to determine whe- mine, whether they should follow op their 
ther they would grant the prayer dr not. address or not. It was for this simple 
Thetruthvvas,thainopetitionwouldbepre- right he contended, and he saw norliing in 
sented to the House without an object, and ihe.present petition that would deprive tbv 
that object must necessarily either he to do petitioners of it. 

something they had omitted, or to undo Mr. /oco^said, it was his firm and de¬ 
something titey had done. A petition ap- cided conviction, that a majority, and a 
proiving, iti all respects of their conduct, very ^reat majority, of the real people, 
was not to be exjtoctcd, because in such a not the populace, were agairyit th^prin* 
case there could be no occasion for pe- ciples contained in this petition. He ad* 
tioning. Every petition implied complaint, mitted that the populace of England ap- 
and that ^complaint must necessarily re- proved of the sentiments of this petition, 
late either to some ground of grievance or but not tfle people o^England, and he 
neglcctV If this petition was rejected, hf made a great distiiiclion between the* 
saw no ground on which any petidon from people of England, and the populace of 
the people of England could hereafter be England, and contended, .that the prin- 
received, so that ^te right of petitioning ciplcs here spt forth, are maintained 
must be wholly destroyed. It would be and supported by tlyise designing peK 
for the lli)use to consider if they would sor(| whose aim it was to set the popu* 
hold out this doctrine to the people, aud lact^of England above the people and the 
tell them that no complaint on their part laws ofEiigland. Had^he people ofEng* 
vvould be henceforth heard by the House, land approved of these sentiments, there 
lie admitted at dte same time, that there must have been a great many ihore peti- 
v/cre expressions in this petition thatraight tions than he had, hitherto, seen ; but 
have been better omitted ; but what were there w'cre none—except in London, 
they to expect when the people had been Wcstmiii'^for, TIacIcney, and Beading, 
disappointed aud irriiated ? When it was 'i’v convcjn'i meetings upon subjects of 
the opinion of so many persons in arid^nt politir? af tliese populous places was ndt 
of the House—when, he would say, it was d’fficuil, for those who connected them*, 
tne opinion of such a greatand enlightened selves in strict alliance with the inhabi* 
mind as that of the bon. gent, near him tants of Ficet-finc and Saiftxm-hill; and 
(Mr. Whitbread), noj^ only that the House with such person:, when a great number 
had exercised its privde jes iroprovidently of them were collected, it was easy tQ ' 
but thatithad noright, in the present case, raise among them the cry of^IJo Pecula-i 
to exercise it al*ai!—\^as it surprising that lion, and No Popery, or any other cry, as 
the people should express themselves it was pretty certain .that these sons of 
frankly*and warmly* on the subject? jalight would rally round each other, for 
^oadeifand irritated as the peooie had re- the s?ke of plunder, if nothing else ; that 
ceiUly been by the conduct of public men leingthe practice on which their existence 
(one of whom, in whose imprudence all depended; but he contended,and he hoped 
those diifiduities in which the House found the House would believe that the language 
itself originated, hi^ lately been raised to oftbispetitiondidnotproceedfromtheped- 
a situation of great Hbnour and einolu- p^eofEngland. As to the livery of London, 
meat), was it* surprising that the^petiiions they were not collected together in such 
should 'express their feelings of disgustfin a maflner as they could speak the sense of 
strong and energetic language? The (be Jivery,at large. One of his hon* 
Ilousf, he adnp^ted, must have privileges; friends bad said, that there were present 
but if the House had tlieir privileges, tlie on this occasion about; 2000 persons; 
people bad their prwilcgcs tfto; and one and he maintained that not one-half of' 
of these privileges was to bring thrircom- tjjery were Hverymen; and'.he undertook 
plaints and grievances before that House, to account for this by observing, that 
If they stood up in defence of their own across the Common hall there was a pas< 
privileges, it was but fair they should allow sage to go into the court of King's bench*' 
the pe^le theirs. The people, whether , so that every jjerson who de-mandt4 ad- 
right or wrong m their clSiims—whether Linission intb-that opdn court, was entHloA’ 
jv^stifiabfe or iiok in their complaints or] to enter, and persons in this way got intoe 
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the common ball, who were no liverymen, 
under pretence of ^iog into the court of 
Kiug'-s bench. they passed for 

liverymen ; and by clamour and-brutality 
which prevail at such places, they intimi* 
dated the.pcaceat}lc and the decent; for 
it was too much to expect that such persons 
would expose themselves to tlie brutality 
or ferocity of persons of that descriptiiAi; 
many of whom were assassins and pick¬ 
pockets. Decent, sober, and* quiet men 
would not attend among such a rabble. 
Being thus deterred from attendiifg the 
common hall, some of the most res¬ 
pectable of the livery drew up a protest 
against the proceedings of this common 
hall. They were f,700 in all; *a greater 
number of the liverymen of London than 
they bad actually attended this common 
hall on this occasion; they published this 
their protest, and they were what they 
professed to be, really liverymen of Lon* 
don; they pledged themselves, aot^tb 
support the ministers, but to support the 
constitution of thircountry ; J;hat was to 
•ay, they pledged themselves to support 
the form of government under which we 
had the happiness to live, as it was formed 
of King, liords, and Commons; and pos- 
, aessing as they did an attachment to the 
representatives of the people; shewing as 
they did, a proper regard and respect for 
the representatives of the people, and a 
full confidence in the virtue of the wisdom 
of the parliament and purity of the laws 
of the land, and the equal distribution of 
ijustice, he did believe, STiid after this he 
hoped he should not hear any thing to the 
contrary, that\he virtuous part of the com¬ 
munity were against the publication of 
such sentiments as those which were con- 
• tained in this petition, but they were in¬ 
timidated by these ferocious persons who 
attended these public meetings ; there 
were many who knew .the truth of what 
be was saying, and that there were, even 
of real property, character, and virtue, 
many who had been terrified into silence 
by a desperate mob on this occasion*was 
notorious,but they hadafterwards expressed 
their dissent* to these turbulent proceed¬ 
ings. He maintained that he was no more | 
of a party man than sir F. Burdett himself 
was. lie was as independent in that 
House as any tnan in it, nor was he affai^ 
to avow his sentiments on this or on any^ 
other occasion ; as a proof of it, he begged 
leave to reVer the House to his conduct in 
It.—He had by his vote, slfawp - he could i 
eensure the son o^the Kingn—(tjie duke of I 
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York)—and also the brother of Mr. Pitt-fji 
(the earl of Chatham)—they had not ei* 
caped his censure, since it appeared to 
him that they deserved it—sir F, BurdeU 
had met his censure also, and he deserved 
it a thousand times more than the other 
two; for he was a thousand, times more 
criminal.—He said he was no follower of 
a court faction, any more than he was a 
partisan in these turbulent proceedings; 
nor were the people of England factioua 
or pleased with these violent proceedings. 
When he spoke of the people of England 
he alluded to that middle class of the com¬ 
munity, among whom resided so much 
virtue and so much intelligence, and that 
class of the community was of*6pinion, 
that the House of Commons had not 
exceeded its authority in the present 
case, but bad exerted that authority for 
the protection of its own proceedings, and 
for the general benefit of the people of 
England.-—He did not admit that the feel¬ 
ings of the people of England were such 
as the bon. bart. had stated, that is, fa¬ 
vourable to the sentiments contained in 
this petition; these seiitiinents and feel¬ 
ings ho believed were not common to the 
people of England; as a proof of it, there 
were no petitions from any quarter, except 
that of this metropolis and the county of 
Middlesex; but when the meeting was at 
Hacicney, which could easily communi¬ 
cate with Saffron hill, on account of its 
being in the vicinity, there a mob might 
be raised at any lime. As a proof that 
these proceedings >^ich wejre Itad at 
public meetings, ^ere the work of a few 
individuals,' and not the spontaneous ef¬ 
fusion of the hearts of the mass of the 
people of England; he called upon the 
House to remember that there W&re no^ 
petitions ofi-tliis kind from any part of the 
country, llo look that to be a proof of 
these principles not being countenanced 
by the people of England. He did not 
pretend to infallibility. Should other 
petitions come, he should change his opi'* 
nion; but he set very little value on the 
resolutions of such a mob as that which 
he hud endeavoured to describe; they 
were strangers to each otlfer when they 
met, and generally followed any leader 
and voted .any thing that was proposed to. 
Jthem ; where a meeting was held ofneigb- 
boilrs, and persons who knew each other, 
and they pa*»sed resolutions, expressive 
of their complaints, attention should be 
paid to the determination of cAich a 
meeting, because it. w^p the result of 
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the genohifr feeling of the people of 
He did not mean to draw 
' If' tonclusjon ff^m all these obserra- 
tiom against the repeption of the present 
petition offered to the House, that was a 
matter entirely with the House, udd they 
ATOuld deal with it according to its deserts; 
he should not object to it on account of its 
being signed by only 12 men, but he 
could no more help thinking tlmt these 
things were the effect of the management 
of a few/than ho could help thinking, that 
he w'as himself # ciiizen of London. And 
applying the knowledge w'hich he pos¬ 
sessed as a citizen of London, and com¬ 
paring Jhe spirit of the resolutions which 
passed' at the meeting of the livery, with 
the language of the petition now offered, 
he would say. if (here he one man in that 
House who would lay his band upon his 
heart, and then /leclnrc. he did not be¬ 
lieve these petitioners intended to insult 
the House, all he could say, was. that such 
a member would be justified in voting for 
the reception of this petition; but the 
judgment of such a member war. very dif¬ 
ferent from his^ he trusted, however, that 
the feeling he had upon the pubj^ct of this 
petition, was consonant to the general 
feeling of the House, and that, therefore, 
this petition would be rejected by the 
House. He was ready to tlirow opey the 
doors of tiie Houseof Commons, as widely 
tis possible, for the purpose of receiving 
‘genuine petitions; that was to say, those 
statements of grievance*? really felt by 
those *whcta compiained of them, and who 
really did seek redres? in tbe^true spirit 
by which redfess ought to bfc expected, 
and by wliich alone it could he obtained, 
by ci^4lity of language# and decency 
* deportment; but it would be childish folly 
to throw open the door of tlfle House of 
Commons to such a thing as this, for it 
was neither more nor less than a studied 
insult on the House of Commons, reflect¬ 
ing on events, sonje of which had occurred 
last year, mkI which had no roul connec¬ 
tion w*ith the matter which ihe pctitioiiers 
profess now lo be their object to attain; 
and* stating some things as facts, which 
,1n reality never occurred. Such, for in¬ 
stance, as thnt of troop^going to Wal- 
.chereo without any object, and without 
hope ;—that was not true,.for they had ap 
obj ert and an hope in the expeditirtn to 
Walclieren, althousb both were cruelly 
■firustrated. To crnclude, believing, as he 
did, fliat this*petition dkl not peak thc^ 
■ense bf the people of England—to. any 
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legitimate sense of the word people! and 
believing, that some of the instigators of 
these proceedings connected themselves 
with desperadoes, who, by their presence, 
struck tenor into the virinous part of the 
community who happened to witness their 
clamour by which they imposed silence 
on tlio^’e who diflered from them *in opi¬ 
nion—he should vote against the recep¬ 
tion of thi-;^petition. 

Sir 5. Hoffiiify observed, that it must be 
the general wish, to come to a calm vote 
on th^ subject, w'hatever thjt vote might 
be. but the speech of the hon. gent, who 
spoke last was not much calculated to pro* 
mote that object. Having voted for the 
Middlesex peliiion, (fie Mouse would not 
be surprised that he should support the 
receiving of this. It was of tiie utmost 
importance that those who proposed to 
vote for the ri^ection 'of the petition, should 
distinctly state the grounds of that rejfec- 
tiyn. . If the doors of the House, accord¬ 
ing to the expression of the Speaker, which 
had been received wifti such universal ap¬ 
probation, were to be thrown wide open to 
petitioners the House ought not to maSa 
any great difficulty on account of the ex¬ 
pressions of persons isiio really thought 
themselves aggrieved. The House ought, 
to be desirous that these appeals should be 
made to itself, and that these dilTercncesof 
opinion should find their proper channel 
in addresses to the House. He was not 
in the House last night, and therefore bad 
no means of knov/ing what passed in it, 
except through* the information of frienda 
and othcrsourccsofcommunication; upon 
matters of tliis sort he hacf endeavoured, 
through these medim, to inform himself of 
what passed on that occasion, and be 
owned he did not then collect, nor couldi 
he now see, the ground on which the peti¬ 
tion now offered to the House was to he 
reji'ctcd by it. . That was information 
which he Ivad yet to acquire. He had 
heard it said, that the present petition w'as 
meant to insult tlie House. IIow was be 
io eollect the moaning of those petitioners 
but by the language of the petition. That 
laitj^uagewas humble. His learned friend# 
the Chancellor of the Exclieciuer, thought 
otherwise; he hoped he would point out 
hereafter, wherein the language was not 
*bi/[nble. The matter of thb petition could 
not l)e agreeable to the House of Com* 
mens, because it was a petition presented 
to them agniq,st themselves, and if the 
House of jCofbmons were determined not 
to have, apy thing pTe^ented to them that 
.30 . * * ' 
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was disagreeable, they never would have 
any petition presented against any act of 
their own at all. But, gcmieinca s.ild, 
" look at ibe peiition, and ihcn put \oiji‘ 
hand upon your lieait and say, whcllier 
you do not think it wa^ intended to stud 
toN ou an insult, alth-'u^lithere was nothing 
oflt'iisive in the l.inmJ He could not 

take upon hinibell u> -ay that he had 
able to p(MTCiV(^ in the petition any thing 
that ap/)'ajed insini'iig, he had examined 
It wiili all the care 'le was able, and yet 
he h'd not been .ible to Hud out oiiy of- 
/on-.ir^- langiHgv in this petition.—(Mur- 
niuis from the ministerial benches)—Gen¬ 
tlemen might ihinlv what they pleased, 
but he had no desire, no wish but that of 
preventing the House getting into a situa- 
t-ou whicli migiit increase its perplexity, 
for it had dithcuhies enough to encounter 
already. He wished to conciliate the 
pi^ople, I aiher than irritate them ; for what 
object could tu* havc^in taking any course 
but, that w hich was likely to allay ^uy 
aulmo^ity, rather^ihati awake it? He 
shouiii therefore ask the llouie what the 
i:“ason was that this petition was to be re¬ 
fused nu cptiou, ewept merelj' because it 
is t!»i* opinion of the House that this peti- 
linn is certainly intended to insult the 
House ; hut he could not see one point of 
ddK :ence between the present petition 
whii h IS to be rejected, and the West-' 
minster petition which was received, ex- 
rei't that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ii!', roved of the reception of one, and 
h'lapprovcs of the reception of the other. 
*:h* saw no difterence in the two petitions, 
/cept that* v^hich tvas. greatly in favour 
I'C pr(\sent peiition. But it had been 
• -i, that if the resolutions vvhicl) preceded 
. ,.etition were examined, it would 

• tly appear, that the petitioners were 

with the House of Commons, and 
‘ re it is natural to suppose that they 

• 1 to insult the House. He really 
'•.hr. the House of Commons were not 

j ' k at the resoluiions at all, they were 
it :*ore the lIou$e, and they were not 
.iod :o he tiaiismitted to the Hou&e, 
'^'•idd the House consider ik»elf bcvmd' 
< >f tb»*ir existence ; hut if the 
< sveiv disposed to take notice of such 
'< i.s, ana found that they coniAincd 
of anger against the Ilousu, k 
• aho that the petitioners, al- 
.) »o<y felt anger, expressed none* 

' > tlii House, which shewed that the 
<•;*. did not inteifci ,to insult the 
whyihouidthey coriceaT their' 
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anger. So far was this from being against 
the petitioners, that they ought to be re¬ 
spected for ihelr forhcarjcnce in the fan- 
guage they had used towards the llou.'te, 
sijicc they hud exj)rcssed much le.ss than 
they fult. Nor had the House any reason 
to take ollcncc at any person being angry 
with it for its conduct. The House ought 
only to act on what had been expressed, 
not on ,what had been thought, fur if the 
House was disposed to puiysh every body 
who thought ill of its proceedings, per¬ 
haps it would be diOicul^ to know where 
to stop; for that would go to the rejection 
of every petition, that ever was, or could 
be presented to the House, in consequence 
of its own conduct. But the hou. gent, 
who spoke last, had said, more thajui once, 
atid seemed to dwell with a good deal of 
emphasis upon the expre.ssioii, that tho 
sentiments contained in this petition wero 
not the sentiments of tHe people of Eng¬ 
land—it did nut purport to be the senti¬ 
ment of the people of England, it pur¬ 
ported only to be the sentiment of the 
livery of London in common-ball, assem¬ 
bled regularly and constitjjtionally, aiul to 
be the sentiment of a majority of the 
livery on the occasion to which the peti- 
tition referred; that out of 3,000, or 
2,000 ,110 malter which, that were assem¬ 
bled on that day and on that occasion, 
thel ^2 were not 20 who dissented in all. 
But if this petition was to be rejected, 
because it is not the sentiment of the peo¬ 
ple in England, it would come to this, 
that every petition must be rejected that 
is not agreeable to^ihe people of England, 
which, besides the difficulty of ascertain¬ 
ing how the fact stood in such a case, in¬ 
volved many other ;uid insuperable dilli- 
' cultjcs; but thatVas not, never had bcen,« 
and he hopgd, never would be, the rule by 
which petitions were to be judged of; the 
question was, not whether it was conso¬ 
nant with the wishes of the people at 
large, but whether i| was so, with regard 
to the wishes of those who presented it. 
Was that*[lou.se to wait till they heard the 
opinions of all the pcoplb before they ad¬ 
mitted a petition from a portion of tl^m? 
The hon. gent, had made distinctions be¬ 
tween the people and populace, and had 
fortunately given a dtihnitiun whic]^ ena¬ 
bled others to collect that he contrasted' 
Vhe^middiing with the low'er orders. But 
was that House, designed to be the repre¬ 
sentative of the w hole of the people, to 
allow of any such contrast? And then the 
'ton. gent, said, that decent people were 
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pfevented from assembling in tlie hall, land, and coeval with it It was with 
from a dread of pickpockets an I assas- these that our ancestors fou'dit a^^ainst 
sins*l! He woul<f not have mentioned this arij-traiy po*ver; ami he hopt^, that if it 
had he not tho<ighi that it would be a dis- was necessary they should again be exer- 
grace to this popular assembly, whose dip- ci-*ed in a similar manner, eitlier against the 
nity depended up.»n its being a popn:ar crown or ilu: popu'ace. It wa'j the duly 
assembly, to pass over such expreiisions of the preseni generation t i hand them 
without notice. As lor ihe clamour that doyn to their [.o<.tei\Y as they had re- 
was always to be heard at ptmular meet- ccivc:d (hem fi <'^» iht ir fathers. He hdd 
ings, It even'si/nietI;neH prev iievJ*iii that no hcsiiatiuy in ynting against the recep- 
House; but as I'd!* as he h u hearrl, there tioii oi'the 

was no'liing like violence at the meeting; Sir.y'V*-.* X observed, that the very 
ami lo say fhat persons could nut attend idea of a pentuin implied di.v|)probation, 
it without imminent danger to iheir pro* and that, it'diiappioba’ion t»f the conduct 
pcriy and lives, was not a true description oflhe House was to be a ground of ob« 
of it. pc repcHied, that if they were to jection, they might have addresses, but 
reject the petlUon they ought to state the they nevdV could'havif petitions. Were 
ground# distinctly, 'the hon. gent, sai^, they lo force the peo|>lo to allow tln ir 
that Ollier countic.s had not petitKtned, but gM^'VAoces to ferment in their own bo- 
if the doctrine w'as to he acted upon that soms instead of coming with a declaration 
you oU'iht not rccejve one peiiiioii for fear oftliem to the llousc.^ '1 his was what 
of encouraging others, it was not likely had produced the capniities on the cofl- 
ihat other counties ever W'ould petition, 'I’he privilege of stating their 

lie thought, on Uic contrary, that tlic en- grie^'ances, was one which he hoped the 
coiiraging of others to come lo the llouse people would never paft with ; for, if they 
for tlie icdrcss of grictvanccs was a reason did, there was an end of the constitution, 
for receiving tlvs petition. It was, here* This petition came from a regular bod^ 
peated, ot the greatest importance lo cn- legally convened, whicli an hon. gent, 
courage this mode of appeal. He would wdio had been elected to a high oflice 
vote for tliC reception of the petition. in :hc city (JVIi. Jacob) ha ! characterised, , 
Mr. C. W. stated, that the leason by coupling them with assassins and pick- 
why he approved of the adjournmcntjasl fiockets from Siilfron-hill and Flecl-iane! 
night was that many were absent from not Were the Livery of London and the In¬ 
knowing that the petition was to have habitants of Westminster, lobe debarretf 
been presented. He never had any doubt from presenting petitions, because they 
upon the subject himself. He disclaimed happened to have such places as Sjllfon- 
the re-solutions as any ground of objection hill and Fleet-lane in their neighbour-* 
to the petition, though fliese were highly hood As to his asseiiion, ^ihat there 
offensive, and nllght have been & just cause were no petitions Irom otller counties, 
of punishment for breach of privilege. Ilut there might be such petitions in ^ood 
men fo* their improper conduct m Other time; but at any rate were they to re- 
^espeetB were not to be deprived of their fuse to hear a part of the people till the • 
inherent right of petition. TIfc question whole came forward? Sir J. next ad- 
was, whether the petition itself was couch- verted to the counter tiecdaralion, which 
ed in proper language. In his opinion it he contended was ^irregular. How were 
was not. When they said titat the House counties to be assembled if this practica 
had imprisoned twH of their fellow sub- was lo become general. Instead of going 
jects without law' and against l.a*v, it was about from house to house for signatures^ 
not the introduction of .such expressions all wd)o could ought to have atteiuled the 
by an « humbly conceive,” that could meeting. It was their duty to have done 
render them unexceptionable. They so, *1101 tHen the hon. gent, said, that the 
might as welFsay, that they humbly con- King's-bcnch was silting at Guildhall, and 
ceived that the Hou||e had net the power that a great number got in under the pre- 
Of taxing, or of passing a bill, and yet tence ot going to* that court. Was that 
could these expressions be endured ? The! jflwSys the case ? Weie llfese meetings 
petition )vas a studied insult. He did not * never to be considered as of any great 
into the falsehood of the assertions, consequence, except when they approved 
that they had acted against law, &c. since of the conduct o^ministers ? A*greatdeal 
it was Well known, that the privileges of ^was ^id alMur taking the sense of the 
the Ho&se were,part of the law of jbe*| people in opposition to that of the Houio 
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ofCommonstvheii the cry of" no Popery” 
was set up. They hud already found 
that turn a'/ainst themselves, and they 
were aor the first who erected engines 
from vvhich they themselves suficred. It 
Would be ,a fatal dny fur the constitu¬ 
tion of the country,' when the people J 
should be prevented froui expressing the^ir 
opinions. 

Mr, yW asked whetlier thosg who sup¬ 
ported the petition thought tlture were any 
terms sutlicicmly harsh to jus iiy the rc- 
jpctiun of u p^tiiioii } If not, then tie its- 
sei'ted thatit was pi rfectlv useless to put 
the question, wliciher any petition should 
be received. Ho U'-ked whether the House 
might not claim Iht huhible privilege of 
an individual, to repel insult > If it had 
not this privilege, it was necessary that 
members should know it, that they might 
thank the petitionersfor their forbearance. 
Tlfa worse way to prevent insults was to 
acquiesce in them j and he did not thinly it 
very squeaniiiih in them to trku ofience at 
a charge of inurJcil and an asttertiun, that 
their conduct tended to establish a inili- 
t&ry despotism. If they were to lay that 
paper on the table, they might prepare to 
expect insult—it knocker! at the door in 
, the humble character of a petition ; but 
when it got in it would shew its real na> 
ture. He thou«;ht it was not too much to 

^ w 

require that petitions should at lea-^t have 
the negative merit of decency. It was 
said that the construction of the House did 
not entitle it to any thing ^ better ; but 
jhose who looked to a purer House of 
Commons oujiht not to admit a prece¬ 
dent that might be apphed to any future 
House. Among tlitir objections to the pe¬ 
tition, one was, thatit founded its prayer 
. upon the as.^umption that an illegal ac 
had been committed atthetime when, ac¬ 
cording to their own view of it, the ques¬ 
tion was pending. Hp would vote for 
the rejection of this paper. 

Mr. £{liot, after expressing his regret at 
being compelled todifterfrom some valued 
friends of hin, said, that there never was a 
question since the commencement of his 
political career, upon which ffe felt*'IeS3 
doubt. The House could have no fixed 
rule with respect to the nature of petitions. 
ISach must in a great nitasure stand on its 
own merits. *He allowed that the ten^peV 
of the House ought to be lather to extend 
than to contract the avenues for petitions! 
but they ought to guard against the wan¬ 
ton abuse of the right, if We kpew no way* 
mure likely to profane the right ^ if he might 


oe allowed the expression, than to allow ft 
wanton attack on the privilegrs of the 
louse, which were those* of the pco|fic. 

Ic would nut reject a petition, though the 
irayer was against his own opinion. But 
lu must attend to times and circumstances. 

.f this had been an insulated petitiun, he 
would not have been much disposed to re- 
I'Ct it, though he did not altogether ap- 
;jrovc of it. But this was the third im¬ 
proper petition, or rather the second, one 
of them having been received. This was 
at least the second aftiont*which had been 
ofiered. But it had been said, that the 
charges against the House were not direct 
assertions, but staled as opinions. How 
would this have answered in private life ? 
Suppose any one said to any geiu^ciuan, 
to himself for iu'^tance, that he was a com¬ 
mon cheat, a cowar-J or an incendiary, 
then he would be entitlejl to repel the in¬ 
sult; but if it was stated as only the opinion 
of the person accusing him, then it wa.s to 
pass without notice ! Tliere was in truth 
nothing in the disiinctinn. He would ask 
any one to read that petition, and then to 
say whether its primary object was not to 
alfrout the House ? The prayer was only 
a secondary objt^ct. Whoever read the 
speeches delivered at these meetings, could 
hardly fail of being convinced tiiat there 
was^ systematic plan for Uci ping up the 
fiame in the minds of the people, to the 
subversion of the rights and privileges of 
the House. If the House should receive 
this petition, it would not be ascribed to a 
desire of conciliation, but to ,iiouht and 
fear. He then a^fverted to a speech of an 
hon. friend' of his, which He described a» 
an echo to the petition. If he understood 
that it was intended to be so, he hoped that 
few would agree with his hon. frfcud ir^ 
opinion. He concurred with him as to 
the impropriety of the vote on the Wal- 
clieren Expedition. No doubt majorities 
of that House might be wrong, lie must 
suppose so, as the greafer part of \m votes 
had bcen*given in a minority. But they 
were not to judge of fne House from 
a particular act. They were to take 
the aggregate of advaiitq^e and disad¬ 
vantage. 

Mr. (Vhitbtvad den^d that lie had ex¬ 
pressed any opinion upon the merits oC 
^the Petition, 39 his right hon. friend had 
assorted. 

Mr. Elliot was glad to hear the disa^ 
vowal. 

Me. Wardle, os a membfcr of th^ Hycry 
'off.aiadon, as weU at 'that 
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H«use« felt himiejf bound to make some 
observauuns upon this question. As a 
uieiilber of the tiTery, be dared to say that 
tli^ whole of that body felt as indiirereiit 
as he did to the reflections thrown out in 
the cours.‘ of this debate, and partidularly 
to the opinion of an hon. gent, on the otIuT 
side, who had indulged so much in sucu 
reflections. That hon. gent, had tlioughi 
proper to describe the comnicii tuiiS as a 
tumultuous turbulent assenihly, but »uch 
could not be the opinion of ttiat body by 
the Loid Chief .k«sticc ot Entitand : for 
that noble lord experience > no inierrup- 
tiun whatever alihnugh exorcisMg hii ju¬ 
dicial fiincii' ns iiiimediateiy adjoi.nag tlie 
hall ' and when lu entea.l t c hail itsell, 
on hi s way from the * ou. t of King^s Benclt, 
far from wiiness'i^g any ctin luctikai wouFd 
justify >e charai ter as- Ttb^d to ilie meet¬ 
ing by the hoii-^gent. Ins lordship was 
trail’d in pasRi-iC* with the ul'nost del’cv- 
enc«'.—It wassiat»^tl that the petition from 
MnhIit'S' X w is a direct and declaratory 
condemnation of the proceedings of iha 
Hou i* of Commons; it was not pretended 
that he presetit petirion resembled that 
petition in ih.it respect, for it was the de¬ 
sire of tfie petiiioneps and ihcir wish to 
convey no insult to the House ; and if 
genilemen would read, without connecting 
it with any extiaiicous mntter, they would 
nut find one ix>Tession in the whole of 
that petition that cuuid be fairly objected 
to. It was objected by the right hon. 
gent. Iasi night, that but a very small por¬ 
tion of thi; litcry hl^d signed the petition. 
He believed that theibommon practice, 
b*'th in l^oudoAand WestminsfeV, waa.tbat 
out of tiie immense number who usually 
vote tiur a petition, a*few are selected to , 
•sign i»afterwards, for and in the names ol^I 
the rest, because their multitude was well 
known, iiere he wished to be corrected, 
if he erred ; but he understood it was not 
only unneccsitdry, but it would have been 
highly inexpcdierft, from the consumption 
of lime, and lor other reasons,.fiir (he :)e- 
tnion to be signed by every individual, 
although that might be done in general 
in the cnuntrv.-^The right hon. the chan 
ccllor ul the* exchequer had alleged that 
this petition contuiged nothing but insult, 
.and that^promeditated too ; but he (Mr. 
Wi 'lie) really could not conceive tha| 
any g'vu body l-ke the livery of London 
could m'ditatc ;triy such thing; r-.uld, if 
he might so express li.mseif, condescend 
to ofl^t an iiilult—(Ileark! hear I dn thei 
miaistferial beaq|iei)r-y«i, h< woukL 
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peat, condescend, and even degrade itself* 
For, ill hw judgment, the party that of¬ 
fered an insult even degraded itself more 
than the party that received it. Was it to 
be supposed, that if the party from whom 
this peiition came, meant to iiisuU the 
House, that that party could not have more 
tflectually contrived to convey that insult 
ihitiugh the medium of resolutions. If it 
were said that such resolutions might bo 
prosecuted Tor libel, he would ask, whe¬ 
ther the livery of London had not as mucli 
right (ft express their opiuion upon public 
aflairs as that Iloufw could pil'tend to, and 
whether the apprehension of such a pro* 
secuiioi was likely to form any cause of 
restraint, Pi'the livery '•ere dUpo:>ed freely 
to animadvert upon ihe conduct, or as 
some gentlemen^would impress it, to insult 
the dignity of that House. Why then 
should it be suppo^ed, that if the livery 
meant to insult they should resort to» % < 

mode so little suitecito the complete gra- 
titfcation Ilf their purpose as a petition to 
that House itself, wbioh necessarily sub- 
ji'CUd them to restraints? The people had « 
an unquestionable right to declare their 
sentiments upon every public question ; 

.md why should they be restrained ? His 
opinion of their rights he always had anil 
always would maintain both in and out * 
of that House ; but in maintaining that 
or any other opinion, he bad no intention 
to convey an insult.—Among ihe passages 
ill this petition deemed most offensive, 
that which asked the House, where was 
its dignity and honour ? was, he observed* 
most particularly objected to. But he 
would ask those who presse^t&e objection, 
where was the dignity, or the honour, or 
justice of the House, when it refused to 
investigate the charge brought forward by, 
his hon. friend (Mr. Madoc^) against two 
members of that House (lordCastUreagh* 
and Mr. Percevaj) relative to the sale of 
seats, when it prevented his hoB. friend 
from proving the fact; when, in a word, 
it acquitted the deJioqncntt, because, for¬ 
sooth, the delinquency was frequent; be¬ 
cause tile accused had done nothing moro 
th^i had been done before ? Li adverting 
to this circumstance, he begged to aay, 
that the charge which it produced against 
that House, did not apply more to the no- 
lord (Castlereagh) and those about him 
than to the gentlemen on the opposite side 
'who defended him. His language on tbit 
subject m'ght tje miiinlcrprete*d ; but be 
could not heshate to say, that by the eon- 
dnet of . both parties on the ooouuoA rov 
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ferrpd to, it was casually discovered, indeec 
distinctly avowed, that'the purcliasc o 
seats in that House had been the continua 
practice of all administrations. liow then 
could the livery of London be condemned 
for asking.that House, where was its dig¬ 
nity, where w'as its justice, after overlook^ 
ing such a discovery, and giving impunity' 
to those who confessed a gross violaiibii 
of its best privileges ? A right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Perceval) had distinctly seated in that 
House, that there was no question upon 
which both sides were so compfletely 
agreed as in a decided opposition to reform; 
and why should he be surprised to hiid 
his own words the language of the public ? 
Yet he now denounced the repetition of 
his own language as extremely ofiensive. 
The petitioners were, it appeared, rather 
unlucky in repeating the fight hon. gent.'s 
words. But, in truth, from what the right 
hoKt. gent, and others had maintained in 
the course of this and a recent discussion, 
it seemed impossible for the people *10 
present any statement of their, grievances 
to that House, unless the precise words in 
w4iich that statemrnt should be drawn up, 
were distinctly pointed out. Unless such 
a course indeed were chalked out, it was 
, not possible to guard any petition against 
the cavilling, hypocritical spirit, which 
was now so prevalent, and which there 
was too much reason to fear proceeded' 
ffom a desire to stifle the voice of the 
people. He would be sorry that such a 
desire should exist in any quarter, and 
particularly in that House, from which 
the people had a right to expect very 
different conduct. That the people had 
any intention to in.solt that House, he dis¬ 
tinctly denied. If they really meant to 
.insult, he did not think that they would 
petition at all. But he tirmly believed 
that the people looked to that House as 
their most essential support. It was not 
indeed to that House that the people 
ever objected, but to that corruption, 
peculation and abuse, of which there 
was notoriously so much reason to cam- 
plain. Such was his fixed opinion ; 
and if he thought otherwise, he woeld 
have pursued a different line of conduct. 
He iully believed that the petitioners in 
this <'ase had no other object than to com¬ 
plain of what ^ay deemed an abuse. MP 
he could cuncekVe that their inteniion was 
to insult tiie House, he should have no he- 
r'billon in \^>ting for the r^cciion of their 
petition; buthisconceptiun heingdecided- 
ly opposite, be would vote lor its receptioni 
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Mr. Jacot said be had not applied the 
epithets he had used to the Livery of Lon¬ 
don, but to those persorA who bad inffo* 
duced themselves into the Common Hall, 
to the annoyance of the sober, loyal, and 
honest^citizens. 

Mr, Wilberforce expressed his satisfac¬ 
tion that the debate upon this question had 
been adjourned, because it gave to the 
House more time for consideration, and 
because it afforded to himself an opportu¬ 
nity of examining sonic doubts w^liich he 
bst night entertained. 'INie result of that 
examination was the entire removal of 
these doulits ; and he was now ready 
frankly to declare his intention to vote 
against the reception of this petition. That 
Ilouse might well be regarded as tht focus 
through which oil the good and bad hu¬ 
mours of the country transpired, and he 
tvas extremely sorry iu ^vitiiess a dispusi- 
.ioii, which was particularly glaring of 
ate, to bring that House, to use a phrase 
)flaw, into hatred and contempt. The 
petition under discussion too palpably be- 
rayed that disposition. It dealt, to be 
urc, in some common-plave terms o(* ci¬ 
vility, but only with a view to cover what 
was substantially an insult. Tiie peti- 
ioners, intleed, after reciting certain acts 
which are the subjects of their censure, 
xpressly stated that such acts were no- 
hing more than was to i)e expected from 
he construction of that House. From 
ui'li a petiiion, in fact, they <'ould not ex¬ 
pect any good, while they must mean to 
0 evil to that House. * In m iiiit,ainiiig that 
hat House did not^fconsist of the represen- 
atives of life people, the Authors of this 
etition might, perhaps, propose next to 
laintain as a corollary that that blouse 
lad no right to pass laws. It was knpos- ^ 
sible, indeed, to calculate how far such 
persons might advance, if they were not 
withstood—if that House did not maintain 
its proper respect in this case by reject¬ 
ing the petition. ^r9hi the tone of 
this petitiin it clearly appeared, that 
its authors wished to d,egrade the cha¬ 
racter of the House. There were indeed 
too many Who co-operated with such 
persons to ascribe the conduct of all par¬ 
ties in that House to gfoss corruption—-to 
hold them forth as objects of the country^* . 
scorn ; and this could not be wondered at 
irom the nature of the language, which 
was too often used within these walls. 
Gentlemen could not help sometimes 
jospeaking with warmth ; but if they would 
Beal/airly, he was sqre they must admit 
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honest men might fairly differ in opi¬ 
nion ; and that any attempt to ascribe cor¬ 
rupt motives wa# generally unjust—Nay, 
it *100 often happened, that those who most 
freefy dealt out such imputations were 
least entitled to do so ; and .that ili they 
escaped recrimination, it was fioinwant 
of materials to justify it. But the dispo¬ 
sition to ascribe improper motives was 
never the characteristic of candour, jus¬ 
tice, and particularly upon political ques¬ 
tions. It was an observation of that acute 
writer. Dr. Paley, that on all great ques¬ 
tions which he had known to hare been 
agitated in parliament, there was much of 
justice on both sides; and, as far as his 
experieiffce went, he could justify the prin¬ 
ciple ot«thLs observation. He had, in fact, 
hardly ever known a case upoti which 
honest men might not differ. Now, as to 
the Walcheren expedition, for instance, 
which was the subject of so much dispu¬ 
tation, he could not approve of it; but yet 
he did not condemn those who differed 
from him, because he thought the authors 
of that expedition did as well as they 
could. Blit as the merits of the discus¬ 
sion, he really conceived that there was a 
great deal of strong and just reasoning on 
both sides, and that, on the whole, it was 
a question, with regard to which honest 
men might difFer. As to the abuse of mi- 
insters by the opposition in that Housd? he 
had been in the habit of hearing the same 
language from his first acquaintance W'ith 
public life—from the administvitioii of 
ford North down to the present. Yet that 
language, although industriously circulated 
out of doors, and particularly by*arlful de¬ 
magogues, was, he believed, seldom jus- 
tifiuble^nd therefore he ^bought it would 
kecome^ gentlemen in these times to con¬ 
sider tile nature and tendeno^ of such 
language, before they employed it. Al¬ 
though he, for one, was noi blind to pub¬ 
lic abuse, or slow to apply a remedy to it 
wherever it was fouftd„yet he could never 
be blind to t|)e excellence of that«constitu- 
tion which secured the enjoyment of ,so 
much practical liberty, combined with the 
com|)iete energvjof the executive power, 
as excited the astonishment and admiration 
of all intelligent strangers. When he 
contemplated the effects of sucli a consti¬ 
tution, he ^ould not allow his attachment 
to it, to be shaken by any'description nif 
abuse, because among its numerous advan¬ 
tages it presented the merits of correcting 
every abuse. Was it possible tliat any 
rational-man could deny the bleasiugs^of 
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such a constitution, as that which kept 
this country safe and firm, while the pil¬ 
lars of the world were shaken—while the 
great bulwarks of society in the other na¬ 
tions of Europe tottered to their very foun¬ 
dation ^ Let those then who loved their 
country—wlio loved mankind, cling to 
the main tenure uf this invaluable consti- 
tufl^on. *Lct such men oppose the spirit 
manifested in this petition ; let them be. 
ware of theic professions of civility which 
wei'L only used to cover the daggers that 
would^slab that House to the heart. Let 
that petition be rejected wbicli sought only 
to insult and to injure, while it profess^ 
to respect and to supplicate. 

Mr. Po/tsonbtf declartd his intention to 
vote on this occasion as he had done with 
regard to the petitionsof Westminster and 
Middlesex. He would vole for the recep¬ 
tion of the petition, but he certainly would 
not do so if he* thougljt it contained a sAi- 
dieJ insult to the House. This, however, 
he^uld not persuade himself to think, be¬ 
cause he coqid nol suppose that men peti¬ 
tioning for any object, would deem it pru¬ 
dent to use insulting language. Indeeif^ 
if they could so intend, they could not be 
serious in their wish to obtain the object 
in view; and if their petition were reject¬ 
ed, that rejection would be a reproach only 
upon themselves, aggravated by the con¬ 
sideration that the conduct which produced 
it would rather tend to perpetuate than 
to remedy the evil complained of. Upon 
these grounds he must think it improbable 
that the petitioners could intend to insult* 
the House.—With regard to the assertion 
of the hon. gent. '^IVIr. Wardle) that the 
gentlemen on his side of the House were 
more culpable than ministers in the case he 
referred to, because they, as he alledged, • 
defended the sale of seats, this assertion, as 
well as others used in that House, and out 
of doors, served to,prove the existence of 
a studied plan of misrepresentation respect¬ 
ing the conduct of those who were the 
subjects of the hon. gcnt.*s censure. For 
the &ct was, that so far from defending 
the sale of seats, there was actually a bill 
in that Hduse at the time alluded to, to 
prohibit such traffic altogether; which 
bill w'as brought in by an hon. friend 
his (Mr. Curwen) 'and which bill he him- 
sAffind those with whom hd had the ho¬ 
nour to act, used every exertion in their 
(fower to have carried into a law. But it 
seemed unsnitabje to the plan be had 
^nentiqped .to dftive any regard to justice, 
'to candour, or to truth. J^rotn all, indeed, 
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bad beard and read of late, there 
was n6 donbt^n his mind of the estabit4h- 
tnent of'aaystem for propagating scandal 
^f<»r'''pfomnung 'an* impression that all 
public WieYi were alike—without principle 
afiy rtfgftrd t* the public interest, and 
engaged in seekingonly their own sinister 
objects. Againstihat House these slanders 
were, he o!>jrervcd, particularly levelled. 
Whitt, that any assembly <;oinposed of 
gentlemen of property, talents, and educa¬ 
tion, should be actuated only by ]f>ve of 
place or a vii!W^of plunder—could be blind 
to every consideration of character, and 
look only to the pursuit of gain ? Was it 
ossible that there could exist such an un- 
appy public, suc^a niitioii ofVools, as to 
beitetre such 1nngua£;c ? Sure he was, that 
there was a great deal ,of integrity and 
honour on both sides of the House—for he 
never doubted the integrity or honour of 
any gentleman, bepause he happened to 
diner from him in opinion. There Wfre, 
indeed, in all times diliercnccs of opifiion 
among the most h<mourable men upon the 
most important topics. Many honour¬ 
able men wer^' found to diQcr even as to 
the nature of our consiitution. That cele¬ 
brated whig, lord Somers, was, it would be 
recollected, once impeached before the 
House of Lords, through the spirit of 
party, and the influence of misrepresent- 
^itions, and yet did any one now believe 
that lord Somers was not an honest man ? 
or did any one now believe that the great 
leader of the tones was not an honest man ? 

' Yet that noble lord was bnee the subject 
of considerable censure. But after the 
convulsions which agTtated this country; 
afler all the men of property, education 
and reflection had become disgusted with, 
the conduct of those who, by the by<\ 
pretended to be all virtuous, and the re- 
Btoration of Charles the second took place, 
lord Clarendon rendered a most important 
aervice. When through the enthusiastic 
loyalty of the day, it w'as proposed to 
grant such a revenue to Charles as should 
make it tmnecessary for him afterwafds tu 
apply to parliament, lord Clarpndcn, not¬ 
withstanding his devotion to monarchy, 
nccessfally resisted the idea, declining 
that lie would never consent to render the 
crown 4nde|:^ndent of parliament. ^ Ac , 
cordingly the'monarch never forgot thv, 
resistffDce of Clarendon, and after giving 
him -op Ip abase, sold hhn to his enemies, 
•^^e^ting to the iridiserimiuate cen.sure 
cast upon afl pubbe men! by those wboiA^ 
the rV^ hon.\gtitt4esctibed.as modestly*j 


pretending to the exclusive possession 
virtues, he expressed his apprehension th%t 
that pretension might "prove to be*^on« 
founded. In fact, he .was raiher disposed 
to question this pretension altogether, be^ 
cause,* from* the whole experience of his 
life he never knew a man who pretended 
to be much better than all the restof man>- 
kind, who did not at some period of his 
life prave to be much worse. 

Mr. Wurdle explained/that he did not 
mean to accuse the right bon. gent, and 
his friends of defending the purchase of 
seats in that House, but of maintaining in 
the case of lord Casticicagh and the Ci.an- 
cellnr of the Exchequer, that such pur¬ 
chases ought not to be punished, 
j The House then divided, and tl.e num¬ 
bers were,—bor roceiving the petition 36 
—Against it 128—?dajority for rejecting 
the petition 92. 

[Criminal Laws.*) Sir S, Romilly stated, 
that the subject to >vliich ho had now to di¬ 
rect their attenlion, was of no less import¬ 
ance than what he had already submitted 
to their judgment. In considering pu- ^ 
ni.-hmentsas they nperatoJ to the preven¬ 
tion of crimes, he thought they might be di¬ 
vided into three classes. The principle of 
the first wa.s,that the punishment of the in¬ 
dividual should operate on .society in tiie 
wa^v of terror. The second was to pul it out 
of the power of the person ollcnding to 
commit crimes in future, either for a cer¬ 
tain time specified in the senlcnce, or for 
ever. The principle of the third was, the 
reformation of the oAending party*. This 
third mode be futSrod had been >erv much 
neglected of late years. Sic was however 
ready to allow, that tlu^rc were mnny very 
honourable excepflons in the c(«&duct. of 
the diflcrciil counties which had cctabllslf^ 
ed penitAitiaries. A favourite system 
had, as he thought, most unhappily been 
adopted in the transportation of convicts 
to New South Wales. Before the restora¬ 
tion of Charles 2?, tTic priiici(de had riot 
been adopted, nor was the transporta¬ 
tion of convicts known; but after that 
time, persons found guilty of ofl-ncep, * 
entitled to the benefit of-^lergy, anil sen¬ 
tenced to be imprisoned, vvere irnnsportrd 
to our seiKements«in North America. 
They were not, bow^cver, sent away os 
perpetual slaves, but bound by imlentnres 
tdr seven years, and for tlie Jast three 
years they received ivagcs, in onler th?il a 
fund might be provided to give them a 
fair chance of future suCceA.s in Itfc. By 
the act of the 4th of Geprge the Tst, grand 

A • 



m] PARL, {SPATES, Mat ImM. 


cm 


{Mtty larcMijF were liable to the pn 
fiishaaeni of traMportation, if the judgei 
nought proper. * Thus the law oontinaed, 
«til the reroiation in America rendered 
it impossible to send over any more con¬ 
victs to that coantry. As the perlons so 
transported were bound in this manner^ 
those that were rich could easily make 
such an agreement as that to them the 
punishment should be only exile, Vhereas 
to the poor labour was siiperadded to 
exile. In the beginning of the American 
war, the systein*of imprisoning convicts 
on board the hulks was first introduced; 
and an act was also passed, allowing the 
judges V> transport convicts who were 
liable to transportation to any part of the 
world.* A mode was then devised for oe- 
storing persons convicted of crinSes to the 
habits of industry and virtue. This plan 
was hrst set on fewt by the celebrated Mr. 
Howard, lord Auckland, and Mr. Justice 
Blackstone. Judge Blackstone, in bis 
Commentaries, had descanted warmly on 
the advantages which were then expected 
from the penitentiary houses which it was 
proposed to eftabli»h. For 36 years a 
law fur this purpose had remained a dead 
letter on tlie statute book, although it was 
a monument of eternal praise to those who 
had framed it. While the law so lay dor¬ 
mant. a project was unhappily pro||ose(l 
to governmt nt. of sending the convicts to 
New South Wales to establish a colony 
there. It was, perhaps, the boldest and 
most unpromising project whictfwas ever 
held out A) any admiiystration, to estab¬ 
lish a new cf^tony which shpuid consist 
entirely of the outcasts of society, and the 
refuse of mankind. ^ The persons sent 
^theie were not even left to their natural 
profligacy, but had a sort of education in 
the hulks, which rendered them infinitely 
more vicious than ever they had been be¬ 
fore. In the month of February 1787, the 
first embarkation 4 »'as made for this new 
colony, consisting of 2d4< convicts. He 
was justifiefl, from the report hf a Com¬ 
mittee of that House, in believing *that 
the ^original profligacy of those men had 
l^n much iadfeased by their long impri- 
eonmeat on board the hulks. Instead of 
selecting for the fii9t embai^ation persons 
who lcnt*w any thing about cotmtry busi¬ 
ness, they chose only those who had |^en 
convicted in London and Middlesex, and 
who must, as inhabitants of a large city, 
he conceived most unfit persons for a new 
colony. Out of the 264, 233 who h^^j 
hteii sentenced* to Imppsonment for^nly 
VOL. XVI. 


seven years, bad laid above iom Ireava w 
prison, and conte(|uently had defy thvM 
years of their sentence vemainwg. TUo 
was a most flagrant injustice on the persoaa 
sent. Daring the many years sinca this 
colony had been established, the cate was 
very frequent of sending over persons who 
*bad been on board the hulks for above six 
ylars, and whose sentence would have ex* 
pired in nige or ten months. When they 
were sent to Botany Bay, however, thero 
was ig> chance of their returning in the 
time that by law they we^e entitled to 
their liberty. In fact, there was no pro« 
vision made for their ever returning, and 
this was a moat.pcculiar hardship and in* 
justice to* the feihale lonvicls. The only 
mode in which the male convicts were 
able, after the expiration oftheir sentence, 
to return home, was by working their pat* 
sage, as they, had not money to pay fi>r 
it. What, tlien, wqa to become of th^fe» 
moles to whom this resource was not left f 
Several of'them had been transported at a 
very early*age, and the hardship and an* 
justice which they sustained was a subject* 
deserving of the serious consideration*of 
that House. As to those men who returar* 
ed from transportation, tliey were gene¬ 
rally far more desperate and depraved* 
than when they first went there. The 
education was in many instances derision; 
for when young boys were sent on boa^ 
the hulks, they acquired in a short time a 
matured vinliry in vice, which they would 
not have learnt so soon in any other school* 
This was, in fact, a subject to which the 
attention of the House had npt been serU 
ously called, from the first* establishment 
of the system. Those who escaped from 
the settlement wandered among the islands 
of the South Seas, where they were the 
apostles of mischief Their charactei: 
perhaps fitted them for chiefs among aa* 
vages: they taught them navi|^tion and 
useful arts, and many of the missionariai 
found their labours ineffectual from those 
persons having preceded them. The ex* 
peflee also of this establishment was most 
ei^rmouv iofigitdy superior to diet of 

erecting penitentiary bouses. As to the 
difficulty of making the prison laNew- . 
gate a pl^o for the reform of evkainaliU 
,thg book of sir Richard Pl^ilNpa (to whooa 
he thought very great <ftMit was due for 
bis attention to tnia part of his duty eg 
sheriff), shewed that itwasiiot powfale. 
After payinj^oemo high com pltmoa te' Ip 
the Aiembry of Mr. aaM liiat 

he was • no^ hoiPevoe^ w odmeto itr ao* 
3P 
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luary imprisonment, unless cnmbined victs whom he had happened to see, arid 
with^ umPu) labour. To immure a man could by no means di&approve of an es* 
within walla of a solitary cell, who tablishment which brought convicts to 
Wits us^d.to company and of social habits, that sort of regularity ^nd industry. < tie 
was often a punishment worse than death, did not know but that the establishment of 
uulessaome suitable employment was pro<^ New^uth Wales might also act as a pe- 
vide.d for him. He concluded by moving^ nitentiary. If a young Idd was sent there 
an Address to bis Majesty# praying him to for picking pockets, he might be reform- 
direct the act ol the L9th of his reign, fa- ed of that crime, by living in a country 
hting to penitentiary houses, 19 be carried where there were no pockets to pick. (A 
into execution. > laugh.) There was an absMutc impussibi- 

Mr> Secretary Rydtr agreed in m^ny of lity of committing in Botany Bay many 
ihc general oji^serTations made by his non. of those crimes which vfere severely pu» 
end learned friend. He .thought that it nished in this country, 
would be better to put off the discussion Mr. Wilberforce admitted that, under 
for the present, and he should take every the care of Mr. Graham, the hulks were 
pains to infurm hinXself fully on*^ the sub- brought to uncommon order and usef'ul- 
ject, before it should he again discussed, n^ss. But still the penitentiary *system 
As to imprisonment on hoard the hulks, was supefior to any other that had been 
that was now very dili’epent from what it devised. The single cause which had left 
had been at the time the ct^nunittee pre- that admirable system still a dead letter, 
serfted its report. Biy the exertions of a was the difficulty of finding men who 
most able magistrate, Mr. Graham,t a would let their ground for the buildings, 
mode ot imprisonment, which was origi- As to the settlements in New South 
nally-Diost unwise, had become salutary. Wales, the whole had been conducted 
The convicts were laborious and diligent, 1 with an utter neglect of the natural pro- 
and probably did obtain habits of indus- i visions which were most Important for a 
try during their imprisonment, which colony. Morals, the great cement of so- 
would be useful to them when the term of ciety, were thrown under foot; the go* 
.their imprisonment was expired. No es- vernment was corrupt, the subjects iicen- 
tablishment could be more economical, tious. For twenty years there was no 
for he really believed that, from the value,j chuv^h in the capital city. But last year 
ol their works, the establishment support- a governor was appointed by lord tas- 
ed itself. They were in general reputed ilereagh, from whose character the best 
to be such good workmen, that the lords results might be expected. The peniten- 
of the admiralty had applied to him for tiary system was the \voTk of some of the 
the direction of one of theiV hulks, as they wisest and best of men ; of Ji/Jgc Black- 
did not thit)k^ they could find better la* 1 stone, Mr., |loward, and other distinguish- 
bourers anywhere else. He hoped the! ed persons; and it afibrded the fairest hope 
honourable gentleman would not name a of reformation among ihe lower ranks of 
very early day, as he would wish to take ithe people. As for\he jail of NStfvgate, 
'time inform himself perfectly on the it was a disgrace to the city of Lhndon.* 
.subject of the establishment at New South He was omy anxious that some gentle* 
’"a* * , man, with better opportunities than him- 

Mr. iTimA/oTid complimented sir S. Ro- self, should take up the subject, and he 
.milly for the great attention he had paid would give all his support to the inquiry 
to these subjects, and the many important into its abuses. * 
observations he had suggested to the con- Mr, JVikdftam said, that could be 
sideratioa of the House. Agreeing a& he iittlb doubt as to what sort of moral 
did with him in most of the principles discipline might be seasonably expected 
he laid down, he wished, however, to from a mere colony of'Sieves. If the 
nllude to the materials that now existed in necessary mixture could not be had, it 
this country. ■ He thought that names was proposed that f/cnitentiary houses 
hut for little; mid th^ a plfic^ aboeld be established. They. had been 
“''^ht be built tfod-called a penitentiary, ^ established. There were numerous peni* 
which would not answer the purposes^ of.] tentiary houses throughout the country, 
one.; y^nd,,on the other hand , a floating If the error was solely in the managef* 
pr^n, call^^ a hulk, nught really be menl, how were they sure, that th^ erec*- 
-uaUeu.a penitentiary. ,.He praised the re- ^jtion of new penitentiary houses wos^ld ob- 
fularity and indostry.ofmeey of ths eon- viate.such an objection .He, iKweve^, 



049] PARL DBBAIXS, Mat 10 , mo^PtHiumfim Reading, ifc. j05O 

did not object altogether to the principle; reprAentative body, which, as its power 
but if such houses were established upon was derived from Ae people, could never 
the* plans proposed, he should be very be better exercised than m relieving fli 
jealous as to the inanner in which the re- grievances, and receiving with open ooora 
ligious instruction was inculcated; it its complaints, when properly and respect- 
might be so done as to generate a sort of fully conveyed. ' The petition admitted 
mischievous fanaticism superinducing hy- [.the right of the House to commit, not 
pocrisy upon their original depraviw. ogly its own members, but also any 
This, however, would be a subject ror stranger, for any breach of 'privilege, 
after consideration. * where necessity required it; but that soch 

Mr. IV. Po^eVould mention on the sub- necessity was confined to the case of ob¬ 
ject some of those circumstances which struc^on merely. The same necessity, 
-bad struck him*on a similar inquiry in in the opinion of the petitioners, did not 
Ireland. For want of transports, the con- exist in the case of libel upon the House 
victs were frctjucntly kept in prison for and its members ; and therefore, in their 
five or ^ix years. It had been declared opinion, libel ought^ot to he punished 
by the judges, that those years formed by the House, but considering that free- 
no pai^ of the time of their exile. This dom of person and freedom of the press 
induced the benevolent mind of the lord were so essentia! to political freedom, such 
lieutenant to examine into so crying an complaints ought to be prosecuted at 
injustice. An old law was found, which common law^atid brought before a jqfy* 
allowed the exile to be transmuted for an Mr. Simeon said, ho had the misfortuha 
equal period in confinement. There were tesdifier with the petitioners in this dis- 
discovered .sixty females, in cells of 12 feet tirfbtion ; after the m|turest consideration, 
square, 10 in each cell. Those women and looking into the records of the House, 
were put into penitentiaries; they be- and after hearing those able arguaieQtli * 
came industrioQs, as they felt the enjoy- which had employed so much of its time, 
meiit of light and air, and food ; as they The House having no public legal organ 
felt the pleasure of honest industry, they of its own by which it could prosecute^ 
grew diligent and honest; work could must depend upon the crown for its per-* 
scarcely be supplied to them sufficient mission to direct its Attorney General to 
for their new activity, and at the return ‘prosecute. Pending prosecution, if com- 
of every week, there was an additional menced, the Attorney General might stop 
evidence of the signal power which en- the prosecution by noKe prosequi at any 
couragement and care had in reforming time, which made the popular branch of 
the most abandoned„and cheering the most the legislature dependent upon the crown, 
unhappy. * , and might be attended sometimes witR 

Sir S. RotnilJ^, after a few observations the danger of compromisiqgi part of the 
on what had occurred in the debate, liberties of the people, or of the privileges 
stated his intention pf withdrawing the of the House (whicn was the same thing) 

, niotioiTfor the present, *in conformity to* as a price of prosecution, or endanger a 
*the arfvice of some of his friends.—He feeble and inefficacious prosecution .by* 
then fixed it for the 25th of May. the crown, if it had any interest which* 

was in opposition to the privilege con¬ 
tended for, as might frequently happen. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. Now, supposiog the crown to lend its aid, 

77(ur5dqy, •iWqy 10. and to do its duty efiectually to the pro- 

[PetitioV feom Reading ifbsPECTiNG secution, the whole must turn upon the 
THE Commitment of Sir F. BurdItt, construction of the libel by the jury, 
&C.1 Mr. Smeon said, that he had great wl^ich might be contrary to that of the 
pleasure in %fllffing to the House a Peti- House; in which case, the third branch 
tion from the borough he had the honour of the legislature, consisting of 65S per- 
to represent, whi?h form*ed a striking sons, comprehejafjlrng as a body the great 
‘ContrdSst'with some, which, on* account of J>u|k of the property, talant, educ^ 
the language in which they had been tion of ibe nation, and exercising practi- 
conveyed, had been rejected. The Ian- cally and in efiect the largest share of le- 
xuage of this, though firm as it ought to gislation, would be subjected to the 
lie, rcspec|fol, and exhibited a good J ment of twejsg jurymen, whose op|i^j^nt 
iliustution both of the ‘freedom of uporf the construction of a written paper 
aonstiit^nt and Hhe true^.character -of the might leave tbt Hounmf Copiiaoiks under' 
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cbntkntitfatfOTi uf ba tb ex- 

pnae Ch«m to the cortt^mpt of the hation 
otid^to the triumphe of the crown. ^ 
nibn had' a more' ardent lore for the trial 
by jury than he bad : considering it aa 
the paltadi&m and shield of the public H- 
bferlyi and that the freedom of the press 
was' eijoally essential. The only olqep- 
thm could'he a fear of trusting'the House 
of Commons with this power, which, how¬ 
ever, it bad exercised for near two ccn- 
tOries at least; but considering thes trust 
reposed in the crown, in the exercise of 
its prerogative, and tlie trust reposed in 
the other House of Parliament, which 
was the ultimate anij final court judica¬ 
ture, binding finally by its decisions the 
property, the liberties, and lives of the 
subject; he could not think that the cool 
and judicious part of. the nation would be 
afraid of trusting to their own elected re¬ 
presentatives a powerto commit for libel, 
which, as tending to vilify the Commorfs^ 
branch of the legislature, undermined tne 
^ true freedom of the public, dhd opened 
the way to all the bloodshed and miseries 
of anarchy and confusion. He concluded 
witfa moving, That the petition do lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Shaw Lrftvre seconded the motion 
of his hon. colleague, and said be felt great 
satisfaction that the petition was so pure, 
and the language so respectful, as to defy 
even the most fastidious to raise any ob¬ 
jection on that head. If there was any 
thing exceptionable in the pfayer of the 
petition, another opportunity would occur 
fi>r its discussion. For.the present, he 
would only say, the meeting at which thi« 
petition was signed was called by the 
mayor; it was most numerously and re- 
specta^ily attended# and the decision was 
unanimous.« ' 

The motion passed, and the Petition was 
received and read; Getting forth That 
the petitioners consider it to be one of the 
nndoubted rights of the people to lay 
before the House their grievances of evjery 
kind, and that this right in no wise ceas- 
etb, or is diminished, when thef cause* of 
roiBplamt originates within the walls of 
the House; aM that the petitioners have 
Witnessed, with mat concern, the com¬ 
mitment of Mri ^htl Gale Johe^ to 
gale, and of sil FrandwBurdeCt, baronet, to 
the Tovter^for ftbels; Without aby'l 

axaminaioft of cvideiM opn»'odti^ «nd 
Without any ndal by jwyri^lklhJMa 

pbtitibnem^loedsbtomarin'^iibnNte 
hr >anj 


fts dignity, ind^pendahce* just prA* 
ponderan^; but tkepetitv^neta have Imif. 
taught; and'Mleve^ that the. privileges pf 
Ihe HodVe are not of -higher -vslue* thm 
the prerogatives of the orowur anti'that 
both the one and the other were- given 
solely for the benefit of the people, 'the 
ultimate end and object of all good and 
rational government; and'that the two 
greatest benefits that Englishhien enjoy as 
a free people are the liberty of person and 
the liberty of the press: the right of pub-* 
lie discussion is the strongest barrier 
against every species of tyranny and op-i 
presston, and if at any time this right be 
abused for purposes of libel or sedition, 
these oflences are cognizable in the courts 
ofriaw :-;-Surtimary commitments in exe* 
cution by* way of punishment for bbel, are 
considered by the petitioners as an en* 
eroachmenl on the trial by jury, injurious 
to the liberty of the subject, and the li* 
berty of the press; and that the power of 
commitment may be necessary for the 
protection of the House in cases where 
obstruction is actually given or menaced; 
but the petitioners are not tiware that any 
such obstruction made the exercise of that 
power necessary in the cases of Mr. John 
Gale Jones and sir F. Burdett, or that any 
mischief or inconvenience was likely to 
bavtf ensued if their cases had been lelt to 
be decided in the ordinary course of htvr; 
and therefore praying, chat the House 
will disclprge Mr. John Gale Jones and 
sir F. Burdett from their confineiDefit/'-— 
Ordered to lie oii^he table. ■ 

[Petition from Reading respecting 
A Reform op Parliament.] Mr. Maw 
Lefivre then rose aijd said that he held in 
his hand another‘Petition, which K beg-> 
ged leave tp oiler to the House. It was 
voted at the same meeting, and transmitted 
at the same time with the petition just 
received, and prayed for a Reform in the 
representation of tl^e einited kingdom in 
the Comnjons House of parlmment. He 
moved that the petition be now received. 

Mr. Shneon seconded \ht motion; but 
begged leave at the samejtime to observe, 
that although the requisitidh^o the mayor 
for convening the meeting at which the 
petitions were voted,^ad been sigped by 
a number of respectable person^tvho were 
Voters, yet the meeting consisted of the 
Inhabitants at large, whether voters or not, 
who were very numerous; so that tb* 
voice and opinion of the real 
might bh* completely drowned hy 
A of iai httt the elective 
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frAKhlie# wMeh nigliitaiUteftd fUe Howe 
ThOF^ irw<liolliii^ to Mide the Houee bat 
oainea subacribea to the pc0Hion» ond 
hero •there irere .ontjr tvrelve namee tob- 
^bed^ though he did not'doubt but that 
there was a nufserout meeting, of *difier* 
ent descriptions, and many other voters 
amongst them. Those who had signed 
were very respectable in situation and 
character. Ke had noticed this dlAinction 
the rathm*, because tho^e who were in ge¬ 
neral the secret eiiginen of these meetings, 
were desirous, fof their own purposes, of 
bringing in a multitude of persons, w'he- 
ther electors or not, to carry a favourite 
point; not considering, or else intention- 
aity concealing from the real electors, that 
it was a*n act of political suicide on thcur 
part to sufier their opinions to be swal¬ 
lowed up by a shew of hands of every 
person present, ui« whom, perhaps, nine- 
tentli;i might not be voters. This was an 
intimidation of the real voters, who, per¬ 
haps, durst not express their opinions 
^ upon popular subjects, urged by artful 
demagogues, for fear of the moUltude that 
surrounded theijl. He admitted, and glo¬ 
ried in the admission, that the humblest 
peasant as well as the wealthiest gentle¬ 
man should be the object of our care and 
attention; an<l that the property, the pri¬ 
vileges, and life of the poorest were as 
much entitled to protection, as the rich¬ 
est : all he meant to argue was, that those 
who were the legal electors were^the con¬ 
stitutional judges of 4he conduct of their 
members, atid of the representative body 
which they hqd elected: and •that their 
political opinions, (or the sake ot them¬ 
selves and of their uwn independence, 
^ught to be kept separate* in order to pre¬ 
serve tneir character and wejght in the 
constitution; for they would speak with 
more weight when they were to speak the 
pure voice of the constituent body. 

Mr. J, W, Ward said^ it was impossible to 
suffer this petition to pass witly>ut some 
answer to wliat had fallen from the bon. 
gentleman. Whs it possible that any 
member of thalj^ouse could say there was 
any man in tbiakingdom who had not as 
good a right to discuss and^to sign a pe¬ 
tition qf that nature*^praying for a parlia- 
raeniary^fteform, as any Ireeholder or 
'mrgher in the kingdom, however legally* 
anhorised? If any one argument could 
he Wronger than another for parliamentary 
refor»|«in the canstitution pi' that House, 
it wotnd be iba denial of that right te dis* 
and patilion in the persons Who 
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art Bot freeholders nor burghers im cor¬ 
porate towfM. Would it be said that the 
inhabitants of those great and wealtVy' 
manufacturing towns, Manchesier, 'Bir¬ 
mingham, and others he could name, b^. 
no right to discuss nor to petition parliar 
roent for reform, or for any otber^urpose 
m which their interests were Concerned > 

1V!r. Simeon rose to explain. He had 
beOn mucl^ misunderstood by the bon. 
gent. He had particularly guaraed against 
the ctgistruction which had been put upon 
his words; fur be admitted jn the fullest 
manner, and rejoiced in the right of every 
one, even the humblest and lowest subject 
of the realm, to petition the House upon 
any subject of grievame, whether he was 
an elector or not; but the opinion of the 
real electors upon the conctuct of their 
representatives, or the House, for the sake 
of their own .weight and consequence in 
the state, ought to be exercised as purely 
and distinctly as their franchise was exer-*. 
cis^ in giving their votes for electipg %' 
member of parliament; and that those 
who, for private purposes, called in p«* * 
sons who had no vote to mix in the dmt* 
berations of those who had a-vote, des-' 
troyed or lessened the consequence of tine 
real elector^ and wished to govern by a* 
mob. The separation did not deprive 
those who had no vote of the right to pe¬ 
tition, or lessen it. With the greatest re¬ 
spect to the petitioners, he was bound by 
his constitutional duty as a meml>er ii 
that deliberative assembly, to suspend any 
opinion upon the important subjects W 
which it alluded,,until afiei^hu had heard 
them debated. Saving, therefore, to him¬ 
self such opinion as he wa"^ bound to form 
and act upon, after hearing all the argu*^ 
ments that could he urged upon any pro¬ 
position that might be ortervd for the pub-* 
lie good, he wa< happy to second the 
motion for receiving the petition offered 
by his honourable colleague. 

The Petition was accordingly brouglk 
up and read; setting forth, '• That the peti¬ 
tioners have observed, of late years, «o4 
ejipiicially* during the present «minisi?H- 
tion, an entire difference of opinion be¬ 
tween the people and their rqpreaentaiiveh ' 
in parliament upon almost every question 
•funeral feeiingand natip»Aliiuporlafice;L 
and being sensible how m«ch the stability^ 
nf our constitution depends upon the ^ 
storation of mutual cbnfidahce, tbw.sin¬ 
cerely lapisns tliai ff'dibronco# and- &dg 
leave to draw the attention of thcHpUso 
ta^the grohiuhiM 
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the petitioners believe that the chief 
grounds and causes of this difTercnce will 
be found in the very defective mode of re¬ 
presentation which prevails at present^ in 
the number of placemen and pensioners 
that^havc seats in the House# and in the 
duration of parliaments j and that it is^ 
well-known to the House, that many* 
boroughs returning members to Parlia¬ 
ment are utterly decayed and J^ecomc the 
property of individuals# and are now. the 
subject^ like any other property# of Jjarter 
and e?tchadgv ; by this means the people 
find themselves excluded from the share 
which they ought to have in elections; 
and a body of men have been introduced 
into Parliament tlAt are an anomaly in 
the constitution# being neither called by 
the king, nor elected by the people; under 
such a state of things# the petitioners 
think that no exaggeration vyhich was said 
in the House by a latf. distinguished mem¬ 
ber# " that no honest man can long remtin 
minister of the country;" the petitiorters 
lament extremely# 'that# in the course of 
last session, two of his Majesty’s ministers 
were charged with being concerned in the 
disgraceful traffic in boroughs# and that 
this practice# although reprobated by the 
* learned and upright Speaker of the House 
with becoming zeal and indignation# was 
justified as being as notorious as the Sun 
at noon day ; and that another ground of 
the constant and growing difference be¬ 
tween the House and the people is the 
number of placemen and pensioners that 
kre permitted to have seats in it# by which 
the influence of ministers is increased be¬ 
yond controul:—Upon any other suppo¬ 
sition the petitioners cannot conceive it 
possible that his Majesty’s present incapa- 
'ble aS]d arbitrary ministers should be still 
•permitted to carry on the government of 
the country, after having wasted our re¬ 
sources in fruitless expeditions# and hav* 
ing shewn no vigour but in support of an¬ 
tiquated prejudices# and in attacks upon 
the liberties of the subject; and that# 
finally# the bold innovation of septednial 
for triennial parliaments hasinot l)een 
found to produce the salutary effects men¬ 
tioned in the preamble of the statute passed 
in the first year of tbp reign of king 
George the Fifst# but has certainly tended 
to relax the tie# hnd to set at a wider inter¬ 
val the connection between constituent and 
representative# so that the same is hardly 
felt and acki)Owledged; * ^^^d that these 
are the chief grounds and caum of the \ 
unhappy differeace in opinion and feelix^g 
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that prevails between ihe House and the 
people; and therefore praying# that the 
House will ta|ee into lifitely ,and serious 
consideration the pr^spnt state of-the re^ 
presentation# and will adoptsuch measures 
of Refijrm as may be sufficient to restore 

• to tlic House the confidence of the people# 
which is its truest dignity, and to make 
the House in practice and effect what it is 
constitiKionally, the organ of the sense of 
its constituents.’’—Ordered to lie upon the 
table. 

[Sm F. BurdUtt’s 1'rocess against 
The Speaker.] The Speaker acquainted 
the House# that he was yesterday served 
with process# in an action at la^ by air 
Francis Burdett :^And the said Paper 
wps# by direction of the House# delivered 
in by tbc'Spcaker, and read; and is as fol* 
loweth# 

« AT. B, Venire. 

** Middlesex, —Matthew Wood, esq. and 
** John Atkins, esq. Sheriff of thU 
" county of Middlesex. 

To Henry Beaumont, sen. and Henry 
" Beaumont# jun. my bailiffs; 

Summon the right hon. Charles Abbot# 
“ having privilege of Parliament, to ap- 
** pear before the king at Westminster, on 
" Wednesday next, after fifteen days of 
*• Easter# to answer sir Francis Burdett 

bdronet# in a plea of trespass ori the case 
" to the damage of the said sir Francis 
** Burdett of thirty thousand pounds. 

(L. S.) , Dated the 9th day of May 1810. 
“ Ellis. by the saipe Sheriff.’* 

" (Endorsed. )-aTo the right honourable 
« Charles "Abbot.—Served*9th.*’ 

Ordered, That the said Paper be re« 
'ferred to the Committee appointed^o con-# 
aider of thp proceedings in the niatter of 
sir Francis Burdett. 

[Sir F. Bubdett’s Procsis against 
THE Serjeant.] The Speaker also ac¬ 
quainted the House# that' the Serjeant at 
Arms ha^ been this day served with fur¬ 
ther process# in an action at law by sir 
Francis Bunlett; And' the Serjeant at 
Arms being called upon^^elivered i/i the 
said Paper# and the samewwt read; and is 
as foliowetb 

• * . • 
In the King*s-Bench. ^ 

* " Between sir Francis Burdett# baronet# 

plaintifi# and Francis Jobn'Colnian 
** esq. defendant. 

" Sir; Take notice# thi^ a, 

" gainst you, 'as of this present 
«< 'Arm# is filed |vitb t)n^b.rk of tna d^ 
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«*%laration» in the Bench office, in he was authorised to state that they fully 

•• the Innelr Teigple, London, condition-* sustained the charge advanced by captain 
^ ^lly, until a common bail is filed at the Foskett. But ho wished to have them of* 
suit 6t' the above-named plaintiffi in an ficially laid before the House, ff thia 
« action of trespass, wherein the sai<^plain- propoaition was objected to, what was the 
** tiff lays his damages at twenty thousand inference ? Can gentlemen be ’ unwilling 
pounds; and unless you appear, and publish the statement pf the duke of 
« plead thereto, in eight days from the Cumberland in his own defence against 
"date hereof, judgment will be signed the charge of captain Foskett? Would 
" against you b^ default. Dated this 9th those gentiffmen have it supposed that, a 
" day of May, 1810 . Yours, &c. John princess defence of himself was good for 
" Ellis, PlaintifPs Attorney. uothii^, or unfit to meet the light ? If it 

" To Francis John Colman, esq. were his object to criminate •that illustri- 

"the above-named Defendant.^’ ous personage, he could not require a 

Ordered, Tbsyt the said Paper be re- greater concession than the withholding, 
ferred tothe same Committee. such papers would imply. But he had no 

[Captain Foskett.] Mr. Lyttelton rose such object. The only use he meant to 
to brin|f forward his promised, motion, make of the papers he alluded to, would 
feeling that the thinness of the House was be of a defensive nature, for the vindica- 
no reason why he should postpone it, tion of captain Foskett; but they should 
His purpose was ro obtain certain papers, not in any degree tend to induce him Ho 
the production of which he conceived to vary the motion he* had originally pro¬ 
be necessary; but he declared, that any pol^d to being before the House. The 
anxiety he felt for their production, pro- bon. member concluded with moving for 
cctidcd more from a consideration for the official copies of the documents he had . 
illustrious personage to whom they re- mentioned, which had passed from ttlb 
ferred, and from® a solicitude for the fair- 14th of May, 1806, to the 12th of Feb. 
ness and character of that House, than 1810. 

from any effect or weight which they Mr. Af. Sutton objected to the motion, , 

were likely to have upon the statement because he did not think tliat any fair 
which he was ultimately to make upon ground for the production of the docu- 
this subject. It was not his wish to %n- ihenta referred to had been stated. The 
gage the House in any military discus- main object of the petitioner was to fix 
lion, nor to interfere with the proper au* upon the commander in chief the direct 
thority of any military tribunal With breach of the law. But if it were meant 
this view he had on 4he outset narrowed to ground tha't charge upon the refusal of* 
the questioif to the mer% enforcement of promotion, and that the offices were to be 
military law, ,He begged therefore to ransacked for the production^>f papers to 
remind the House, that his objection was make out such a charge, he submitted to 
Eolely to^euforce the execution of the rc- the serious consideration of the House, 
sirular established law of the army, and "that admission of such a precedent must • 
not to legislate for the army. It was tend to interfere with the vvhole system 
much to be regretted, that in the course by which the army has been so long and 
of the discussion which had taken place so advantageously governed. This mo-' 
upon the admission of captain Foskett’s tion confessedly arose out of the incidental. 
petition, an hon. oifixe];of high rank, (ge- observation of an individual in the course 
neral Craufurd,) had thought p/oper to of a former debate, and was that a ground 
throw out some refiections upon the cop- for calling for papers, which, according 
duct and charadter of the petitioner, to the confession of the mover, were irre* 
which made it i^essary to call forcer- levaut to the ultimate object ? The corn- 
tain oocument^nn order to prove that plaint against the commander in chi,ef 
those refiections were unfounded. Those- for the non-execution of an article of war,! 
papers were several Ciemorials from cap- was the professed end of the petitfon# 
tainFosk^to the commander'in chief Bat how did the case stand? The peti- 
nnd to the adjutant general,‘together with tioner made various complaints. He first 
the replies from these officers, and also sifted that an attempt was made to pfo- 
from UK duke of Cumberland. Copies of mote a junior offi9er,*but that that atte.mpi 
ell thesg papers were already in his hands; no^ carried ^nto effect in tonseqa^pjco 
end upon tne opinion pf some most ry- pf the interposition of the comm^ujer in 
ipfetoble offico^tirhoni he had.consulted, ^hief; next the petitioner complains that 
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he was BOt rilowad leava of absence wben 
fMiavad* Bat ms it ootaurprisinff, that 
aa oftocr who had been 14 yean in the 
army, should make that a ground of com¬ 
plaint, or yras the idea to be sanctioned, 
that that which was merely matter of 
aourtasy, should be claimed as a matter of 
Was it possible that any gende- 
OMB acquainted with the conduct of the 
army, or competent to judge hf the prin¬ 
ciples upon wnichitoughtto be governed, 
would plead for the propriety of iifterfer- 
ing with the discretion of any military 
cointnaiider, ap<m a question of this na¬ 
ture? The next ground of the petitioner’s 
aamplaint was, that he was leR at home, 
when his regiment was sent to Spain. But 
Was it not according to the established 
practioe of the army upon such an occa¬ 
sion to commit the-depot for recruits at 
houie to the care of some *oM and expe¬ 
rienced officer, who was, of course, to be 
Selected by the colonel ? Of this appo&t- 
ment, however, Captain Fpskett com¬ 
plained, and in consequence another ofti~ 
was appointed in his place and he 
was to have gone to Spain, it' the regiment 
had not been ordered home. Thns then 
it appeared, that every complaint put 
fbrtli by the petitionerhad been redressed, 
save that only which related to the con¬ 
duct of the commander in chief, particu¬ 
larly in the promotion of anutfaer officer^ 
to which promotion the papers moved for 
could have no riiVrence, \^ith that pro- 
«Bfiotion, however, he presumed the House 
would ever,be cautious of meddling, for it 
rested upon*a principle essential to the 
•ocouragement of merit, namely, that of 
promoting merit wherever it was to be, 
MUnd, even though it was not recom- 
amended by seniority of standing in the 
army. He trusted, indeed, that the House 
would pause before it attempted to inter- 
• ftre with the allowed exercise of the com- 
aMiider in chiePs discretion upon such a 
subject. For it could never be deemed 
disbreeC, or at all admissible, that that 
House ^ould be made the tribunal of ap¬ 
peal for any officer who thought hihiself 
entitled to promotion, or that complaints 
should be encouraged against that autbo* 
in which, accordilng to the lon^-es- 
toUisbed practice of the army, the right 
UC ^hspestfig of such promotion was vest^. 

Mr. JUnrromhy, though he could not 
oencur in the sophtsticnl aiguments re¬ 
torted to ‘by the right hoa.' gent, who last 
^•pbhe, yet eoitoBfred with himinihejast- 
I of enu of the ooncliwioiis drawn nm 
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them, that the House ought not to oomsbk 
to theprodttction of the papm moved Ibir 
by his hon. friend. When the'oueAbm 
for bringing up the petition wse debated 
as it t>ad been, he led the House under a 
conviction ^at if the House w^id ptomib 
its being brought up, they womd not 
agree to its lying upon the table; in that 
expectation, however, he was disappoint¬ 
ed, and he must say, th^t the House in 
allowing a petition of that nature to lie 
upon the table, had takgn a step incon¬ 
sistent with the strict line of their duty. 
He thought it altogether a new doctrine 
that this House was bound to interfere in 
questions uf military governmentrbetween 
the army and the executive ; he warned 
the House tu beware of any proceeding 
that could possibly admit the construc¬ 
tion of any attempt on their part to wrest 
from the executive that power, which 
constitutionally and properly belongs^ to 
it; nothing would tend more cfiecvudly 
to relax that discipline that was so essen¬ 
tial to the army, as the wresting from 
commanders in chief all discretion what¬ 
ever : however beautiful the theory, that 
promotion should be regulated by seniori¬ 
ty, nothing would be found more ill- 
jmged in practice than a strict and un¬ 
qualified adherence to such a rule. Even 
ad'hiiting the alleged breach of the arti¬ 
cles of war ; still, he contended, that that 
was no ground for that House assuming 
to itself, the right of judging and deter¬ 
mining upon such avbarge; as the party 
aggrieved bad ^iiotner quarter to apply 
to for remedy and redress. With respect 
to the duke of Cumberland, he thouglit 
him placed in a,sitAiaiion uoprecqiEjentedly 
severe, in consequence of the Ho(^eagre%« 
ing to receive the petition in questkm, 
because there remained upon their jour¬ 
nals a record of grievances imputed to hit 
royal highness, which the House refusing 
to go further into, must leave uncontra.* 
dieted on their journals. should veto 
against the motion. 

Mr. H. Martin thought that now the , 
House had received m petition, they 
were bound iu common^ittice to the pe¬ 
titioner, to give bin^every opportunity to 
substantiate the allegatioDs cuotoiged ioiiit 
petition. ^ - 

' General Cntffurd contended^ ^tbat dan- 
prous eiects were to be appre^nded 
mm the imerposttiiia of the Houm in a 
question of the neture of that before ibem* 
With reipeet to the papers mersd for, 
ihdy were adomrladgm to be uot tMCce* 
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guyJ^o mate put the case of the petitionter. pistoj went oft aiirf”this was insiated ijMn 
^vejlien me.cliler^ ithot’the oi)]yV^?ik5n di & sh6t; snd ht Wds'oMlicd to 
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for? tiijtJr prptlijclion, had been givert up ; 
ftiultjt ^the tnoV6 the 
prodeediiigs m this buwitcss'As$ui«eif,a 
^etajU'd form> the (herd in'cOrfliVerlilht add 


\6g ot TVb6/?VD'l)efifed at^itb hair 

frt adUel! Nbw, he (gen.Crau<iii*d)'tkoVglli^ 


the ^C'oiid who perroWted th'if ietM»g 

^ of hair tnggers in a du^b d'eKt^ved 

ot^ec^o'nabl^ tUe;^ would be.' 'iPhis/hoW- frangerf upon tfie spot. Ahd yetttie itiin 
ever, he would say, tliat* the' defence of *Who had secohdeidin that dtielcoiuplaUwid 
tlic di^tb of Cumberland could be re^te'tf, of bein^ barred of promotion. Had ^uch 
witlioufr' any aW>^ebensioif of iht' result, a thing happened in his" regitheni;, hh 
upoii ah aihplQ ^amission of the facts tlicm - Would- have brought the ofticeir lo a t6vitU 
selves. 'Here the gallant oflTicer went into lOartml, and have rejoiced at his heeii ca» 
a detail offhc gi1e?ancesi allcdged to have shicred fof the same ofiTcncu* With te- 
heen suffered by captain Foskct», and sped to the charge of blasting the futurb 
proceeded to argue, that, upon the poti- prospects of capt. Fodcelt, he denied that 
tinner's pvvn'shewing, they were nugatory that could have been the intrrfroft or- the 
liud groundless. With respt-ct to' he. wish of eTthi r the coitimander ht chief .or 
charge* of obstructing the promotion ^of the duke of Cumberland, as captFoskett 
enptaia Foskeu, he denied, in the first III* had been ollrvod a majority in anothth: 
stance, that seniority of standing invaria- regiment. As to the exchange, where auc)i 
bly gave right oj promotion ; it gave a a circumstance happened between two 
Cl aim, the strength of which, however, officers of different regiments with^tlie 
laight be either confirmed or desM-oyed aj^robation of their commanding ufficerc. 


bv the nicriLs of the individual, of those 
mev.is the commanding officer of the ie> 
was to judge. This discretion 
r iuM not Ijc withheld wdlhout donn* in- 

O 

calculublo misc hiefto the army ; this then 
brought the (lucsiion lo the ju.s'ice of cap¬ 
tain iniskctt's inilitaiy prcti iisions. Col. 

the 


tii^ juniors’in each hud no ground for com¬ 
plaint, for •they rem*hiried as they W'cre. 
He justifiod the conduct of the commander < 
in chief in not laying thememotial bcfdro 
the King; first, because be h^d no grie* 
vances to state, and next, that if be had, 
he had also a discretion to judge of the ne-« 
co.ssity of loving them belbre bis Majesty. 


I'eyihour had given his royal highness 

uukc of Cmnljvl'hmd ins opiiiio^of ^Jiosc ^Another fart he w?^ anxious to state was 
prcunisio'n:'., a.iJ tins opinion was not a fa- this, that the conmiander in etuef had <^f- 
vourable’onc ; captain Foskett liad not fered captain roskoU a majority in a Pc- 
idiscovcicd much knoivicdgo of his pro- giment then servin.;; in Portugal, his an- 
fession in the discipyne and concbict of liis swer was, i^at he sought for redress atid 
troops^ lie was not considered as a good not for promotfon : this was the answer . 

. .- • been 

and 
anxiety 
that 



'* Europe: There Wei'e upon the same ground 
objections to the propriety ofletting capt. 
Eoskett go out to Spafti. Another serious 
gVound of oompluint was, tlie-duel ; the 
circumstances ot which he deemed atro- 
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his conviction, thit capt. Foskett had been 
treated by the duke and (he command^ 
in chief with unprecedented lenity, for¬ 
bearance, and moderation. 

Mr../. W. thought the speech pf 
The eld^ captain in the regiment the gallapt officer as far as it wenu.rarlmr 
fcajAain Fosk^S^J went out as a second to an* argument for the production of .tpe 
a junior officer, a boy of 19 years of age papers than against it. He, however, 
iif a (luvl, betwCenftfiim and another boy agreed, that the House could iiot.bp too 
.fibocrt^^fltitfre cornet and'licotisHant; they cautious in interfering in cases of tlMt 
fire three shots each, and then after having Ici^d. He at the same timh jthought, 

' done 50. efffecl, an agrectncht is ,the case of capt. Foskett was one pf.vejry 

made thalf they should advance towards considerable hardship, and one ihff| re 



adt'hf st^injfr 
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speech that had been delivered by the 
gallant officer. (Hear !) Fndividual griev¬ 
ances, however, must fall before the para¬ 
mount plea of the public interests. If 
they heard this complaint* they would 
have 50 similar ones pref* rred to them, 
and they should ^rct another House of 
Commons to do the business of the country, 
wliile they would be rngrossed in militaay 
inquisitions; besides, he thought, the 
practice would have the eflett, by fre¬ 
quent interference, of considerably relax¬ 
ing the discipline of the army, by heading 
out inducements to discoatunt j for these 
reasons he must, with great reluctance* 
vote against the motion. 

Sir J. Fultcney insr.ted,. that the case of 
the petitioner was not a case of hardship, 
hccausc nothing had happened which was 
not consistent with the rifles and practice 
of the army. If the.feelings of the royal 
|)ei;$on alluded to were to bexonsultcd, he 
w'as sure that he would wish the papers to 
be produced ; though, for hjmsclf, .he 
could sec no benefit.«*hat could result from 
their production. It had been asserted 
by an hon. member (sir T. Burdett) last 
fession, that there had been a greater 
number of punishments in the 15th dra¬ 
goons since the duke of Cumberland had 
the regiment than before. He had disbe¬ 
lieved it at the time,tiiough not acquainted 
with the facts, but on inquiry since, he 
ha^ found that the punishments were 
fewer since his royal highness has had the 
regiment than before. 

Mr. W, Snath thought iUrather unfortu¬ 
nate that the House had entertained this 


chief make a report to his Majesty, aryf 
officer of inferior rank could havefiis inju¬ 
ries redressed? 

General Phipps observed, that as capt. 
Foskett had been offered promotion* in 
anothei^regiipent, no injury nad been sus¬ 
tained by him, and consequently the 
charges against his royal highness were 
unfounded* 

Mr. yptUhread observed, in reply to the 
assertion, that since the dvke of Cumber¬ 
land had the command of the 154h regi¬ 
ment, the infliction of punishment had 
considerably diminished, that he had also 
made his inquiry, and the result was, that 
there was no such diminution of punish¬ 
ments, but, on the contrary, they*had in¬ 
creased, and, until very lately, th^ prac- 
ti<!e of picquetting, a practice wholly dis¬ 
continued in the ser\ ice, was carried into 
effect in that regiment. The hon. general 
(Craufurd) had tliouglit'proper, in vindi¬ 
cating the conduct of the duke of Cum¬ 
berland, to indulge in the strongest asper¬ 
sions against capt. Foskett. He charged 
that officer with conduct, which not alone 
ailected his character as aq officer, and as 
a man of sense, but as a gentleman. The 
gallant general said, that capt. Foskett had 
no grievance to complain of; that his own 
actions were the causes of the impedi¬ 
ments to Ids promotion; and that in re¬ 
spect to the promotion that was denied 
him, and his detention at home when his 
regiment were in Spain, they were both 
attributable—the first to his being report¬ 
ed a bad officer, who had been guilty of 
atrocious conduct p and the last to the in- 


question, because blame must be imputed 
to one or other of the parties. By the 
conduct observed towards capt. Foskett, it 
was not only the individual but every 
junioi5nfficerof the corps (men who must 
be taken to be unquestionably innocent 
and honourable), whose promotion was 
Stopped. He agreed, however, wiih his 
friend behind him (Mr. Ward) that much 
inconvenience would rcouit from enter¬ 
taining a question of this kind, lie did 
not, nevertheless, mean to say, that no 
case of this nature should be^br^uglil be¬ 
fore the House. This gentleman torn- 
plaincd not of any one act, bnt.of a scries 
of injuries, anyone of which niiglit not 
amount to a serious injury perst, but Qllt 
of which having successively happened, 
shewed the (minms with v/hicn capt. Fos. 
kett had been ireatvd> He wished to 
know how, if no court mdfriil sboultl be 
granted to him, nor the coratnandCT in 


efFoctive state of his troop. After such 
aspersions cast upon that officer, would it 
not be an act of qrying injustice t(^refuse 
^he papers for which the hon. mo^r hadr* 
called } If it. was in the power of the gal¬ 
lant general to prove his statements, what 
objection could he have to the production 
of the whole of the evidence ? But f the 
galLuu general thoughvthat papers should 
be refused, .why, in God's nsgne, did he 
so uncalled fur, and unnecessarily, 
into an attack upon the character of capt. 
Foskett, at the very moqi^nt that he ae- 
clarcd his intention of opposhig that mo- 
ti<on, which w(>ntto a^ord that officer the 
of)portuiiity of proving the truth o^-those 
allcgationsof systematic oppres^on which 
he had brought against the royal duke. 
Suppose that gallant general had been as^ 
sailed, unjustly assailed as it would be, for 
any part of Ins conduct when.with the al¬ 
lied mtay, suppose that not only hb pro^ 



065 ] 


PARL. ORRATESi May 10, l&IO*—Cc/j>/a/n 


(906 


fSssional conduct was attacked, but that 
his^private hongur was impeached, with 
\Uiat feelings ofiiictignation would he him- 
gelf*view any proceeding which went to 
deprive him of the opportunity ofd^tence; 
which went to allow his enemies or their 
advocates to indulge in the most acrimo¬ 
nious aspersions.cn his character, at the 
same time that it denied to Iihn the means 
of proving thaUhe conduct of his accuser 
was the; most malignant and reprehen¬ 
sible? The incjpnsistence of the gallant 
general’s reasoning was most observable. 
Captain Foskett, he said, was an officer 
whose general conduct was not good, but 
who so* managed as to keep within the 
circle which kept him safe from a court 
martial, and yet almost in the same breath 
he arraigned that very officer for his con¬ 
duct on the duel; conduct for which the 
gallant general Would bare brought him 
to a court martial. Thus, according to 
such reasoning, capt. Foskett, though a 
bad officer, contrived to keep so w^ithin 
the line.that he could not be brought to 
court martial, although he was guilty of 
this alleged atftcious conduct, for which, 
if in his regiment, the gallant general 
would have brought him to trial.—To the 
principle, that the House should not liglit- 
Jy or rashly enter into investigation of 
military concerns of this kind, be miost 
readily subscribed, at the same time that 
he thought it their duty to redress griev¬ 
ances, where redress had been rej>eatedly 
refused in those quarters constituted to at- 
ford it. The hon. jud^ advocate had re¬ 
marked that eppt. Foskett had-evinced no 
overstrained delicacy; without considering 
the propriety of that|lelicacy which might 
>be termed overstrained, he would sayt 
that tRat officer had shewn no want of de¬ 
licacy, and from the length oT time w'hich 
he remained silent under his heart-break¬ 
ing wrongs, he proved himself a man of 
considerable temper. When hfi heard the 
gallant general so pnilosophi^alty talk of 
the moderation and tenderness with which 
capt. Foskett was treated, lie was renlind- 
ed pf one of the most atrocious murders 
which disgnae^ the annals of human na¬ 
ture—it was that committed by Charles ,12 
on the gallant and^patriotic col. PalcuL 
Wherl*t^t gallant man was leSiding to the 
stake to be broke alive on the wheel^ be 
was tohd that his majesty had remitted a< 
part of his torments; his exclamation in 
repl)swas—".Oh! what clemency !” So 
couldl capt. Foskett exclafiDi when his cha? 


raefer was assaulted, his honour aspersed, 
and his reputation almost broken on tht 
wheel, and even heard his oppressors or 
their advocates talk of the kindness and 
the tenderness with which he has been 
treated. 

^ The Chancellor qf the Exchequer defended 
tl^c conduct of the duke of Cumberland, 
and contended that capt. Foskett had suf¬ 
fered no ii^ury, and that neither the duk^ 
of Cumberland nor the commander in 
chiefihad violated the 12th article or any 
article of war in his case. • 

Mr. Lockhart thought that the matter 
of the petition related almost entirely to 
the comtpander in clpet; and not to the 
duke of Cumberland, against whom the 
complaint was made, and whose name 
had been so frequently introduced in the 
debate. He could not avoid stating, that 
it appeared to him rather extraordinarily 
that this petition slumUl have fuuncT its 
vitiy into the (JiiFerent public papers, aU 
most as soon as it \^a5 presented to the 
House. • 

General Loft opposed the motion, u|]pn* 
the ground that capt. Foskett had not 
taken the steps which he ought to have 
adopted for the attainment of redress. 

Mr. LyUlci07i said, that he was deter-* 
mined to defend the character of the 
gentleman, who had placed in his hands 
the subject of his complaint, and who 
depended upon his exertions for redress. 
It had been said, that many allegations 
introduced <n the petition, were unneces¬ 
sary and improper. lie was not respoft- 
sible for the allegations contained in the 
petition, but he wished that the House 
would allow him to go into evidence upon 
the subject. He <leiiied the probability of 
the statements made by the gallyit ge* 
neral respecting the duel in which capt* 
Foskett was concerned ; and conceived 
that the gallant’ general ought to bring 
forward his authorities upon a subject ef 
so important a nature, both to the cha¬ 
racter of rapt. Foskett, and to the party of 
wlfoin be hud complained, He concluded 
wi^h obsarviiig, that if the papers were not 
produced, there existed no chance of a 
fair elucidation of the subject. If those 
papers were stmiiously suppressed, the 
cgnsequcnce would bemo,st prejudicial to 
the cause of the duke ot* Cumberland, in¬ 
stead of producing any possible service. 

The House then divided, .when there 
appeared, foj; the motion Sj Against it 
MajUriiy?6*. 
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Friday, May 11, 


[Poor Clercv.] I^mI HoUmtd, on the 
•abject of whit h he had yivt*n notice, en¬ 
tered into a detail of coiisiderabte length,^ 
for the purpose of shewing that the hral 
fruits and tenths, which were now paid on 
the value of benefices, as ascertained in 
the reign ol Henry the VJlIIth/ ought to bo 
rc-va!ut*d, so as to bear a proportion to 
the piesciit v^;du(* of benefices, and ren- 
d\’i‘-d available for the purposes of Uueen 
Anne’s B.)unty to iiopruve tlie situation ol 
the poorer clergy. His lordshif^ referred 
to several acU of |5arliainent, beginning 
with the 26th of Henry Vlllth, which first 
vested the first fruits and tenths in the 


crown, and pioceeding to the act of the 
2d and 3d of Anne, which^appropriated 
thc*first fruits and tenths to the fund known 
by the name of Uneea Anne’s Bounty', 
contended that it appeared froni all th^se 
sources, and also from a subsequent act of 
‘ George Isf, that the pniver still remained 
in*4h« crown of i'^suiug a commission for 
the purpose of asceriainipg the actual 
value orbciU'lii.*es, wiili a view to the first 
.fruits and irnths iioiivable from them. 
To resort to tins mode would, he contend¬ 
ed, be greatly preferable to adding to the 
burthens of lIk' people by appropriating 
I<5o,{)00/. to U’lccn Anr.e’s Bounty. There 
would not at the same time he any in¬ 
justice in such a measure towards the 
church, as what was thus taken would 


si.ii 1’.'. 
Chuu It. 
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ippi'j.prialrd to the support of the 
The e.>:imaied* annual value of 


a commission to ascertain the whole aiiU 
entire value of ail benfficos. He also 
moved fora return of tho-churches cbti- 
solidated under the acts of the 37th Fknry 
Vlllth, and nth Charles lid, and for aa 
abstract of the returns made by the bishops 
respecting the value of benefices in their 
dioceses. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury dented 
that tlic*' law remained as stated by the 
noble lord, and quoted a clause in^ the act 
of the 2d and 3d of queen Anne, referred 
to by the noble lord, ifi which it was 
ttiiaeled, that the payments of first fruits 
and tenths should thereafter be the same as 
had heretofore been paid. « 

The Lord Chanceihr was not quite clear 
as^o the meaning of this clause, thinking 
it might refer to commissions issued by 
the crown for ascertaining the value of 
benefices; but supposing that to be law 
which was stated by the noble lord, he 
thought it ought to be repealed, as a most 
vexatious system, and it being at thes tm^ 
time impo.ssible to make such a v;\luation, 
which must be annual, in order to ascer¬ 
tain the tenths. Not conrbiving it neces¬ 
sary, therefore, to declare the facts con- 
laimd in some of the noble lord’s molions, 
as he could not agree to the plan proposed, 
he therefore moved the previous question. 

L^fd Grenville was clearly of opinion 
that the clause quoted by the most re¬ 
verend prelate was decisive on the point, 
as he thought it must have been in con- 
tcmplatioii at the time the act pas^d, as 
what was likely tg be the amount of the 
fund called.queen Anne’s bounty, and that 
therefore the clause was •introduced to 


the property of the chu;cn was about 
3.000/).)0.', The sum required to increase 
cSI iivmq-: under ihi' sum to l(X)/, or 10.)/. 
\o.- was about 100,000/. and 

to them to per anjium, 

wiuld nqui.c al ut l'i0,i>00/. It was 
r.vidLiit liicrcibrc, dial the iiir.t fiuits 
and l*/nlhs taken upon the {uiual 
v.ii jc of bufrict'.s lui^iU be rendered 
aviij’.ubi'J foi* ’..11 the > purposes of Qu£cn 
A ’.iieb'f Ibuir'.y. It wu^, h')w,evci’, no 
pari of his plan tljat tiiisfie^h valuation 
sliouM aUuch upon the present incum¬ 
bent^, but up'ii thoir successors. His 
lordship conch’vkd by moving eight 
solutior.s, iLe li#st six slating the actjtof 
parliumciu which ielated to this subject; 
the seventh ^drciiu'ing, that by law the 
power still renrai.wd in the crown ; and 
the last, moving an address to'liis']\I^s.ty 
to carry the law ipty execution, by -issuing 


settle the amount of the payments of first 
fruits and tenths. ' ife dilfercd in Sninion^ 
uiih his noble friend,as to the exp^iency 
of the plan*whicli his nolde friend had 
proposed, and objected particularly to the 
tax of first fruits, which he thought bore 
particularly hard npuii^thpsc preferred to 
benefices, who were necessarily put to 
groat exp^nce in the first ye'ar of their 
pioRfrmonl. * 

The Earl of Harrow'by and Lord Redes* 
dale agreed in opinion witTfkvd Grenville. 

Ix>rd Holland was not aware of the 
clause quoted by the^nost reverend pre¬ 
late, and W'hich he thought, as«^i^‘as bo 
was enabled to judge from merely reading 
it at'tbe moment, decided the point. Ho 
therefore withdrew his eight motions. Of 
tile other tivo motions, the |irst was^ after 
% short conver^aUoD, also/vithdrawo, and 
the other was negatived. * . 
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• KOVfP, OF CX)W«O.V 8 . 

I'nd!y, Mcy 11. 

• [Sni F. I*rrD:-’i r’.- Konci: to rnr: Eatil 
OF Motrv.] 'iho fv-^cakeii n'.‘Qu?.i!UeJ ibe 
JloJia'?, lha> ]y' Ka^l roccivTtl a I'Vom 

llic rai l oi'?,;' Coi'strJjis of the Tower, 
tlic conten'; ofuliioh related to li's liuviojj 
had notic* of a vuil in.-:iitaicd a|j;'jilnst him 
bv sir 1'. bordc . And tlu? sd^l Letter 
w.’s >y the c]iu‘cti(»n of the 

Ih.ii-e, 'icau \.-y the ^i^cuker und is as 
I’uKoue'fi: • 


St. James's ]*Uce,^.I'’y H)(h, 1810. 
'^Sir; Mr. wai.ow, my tfonoL having 
rcpie^eoted it as incuni!)eMt on me lu 
iinpai t tiie circmnf.Jauce, i do myself 
" the- Ifrniour of’[if'irminct j'on that I li^ve 
had of a tu't ifJ.Ailuted Against me 

'* as Cotiytaliio f»!‘ ihe To.vt r by sir r. Bur- 
" dett, on the ‘tJv^und of illegal dcteiitihJi. 
"—I bfg leave to nxplai i, that, by this 
'' comniunicaiion, I do not mean to solicit 
'' your intervention : for I have directed 
** my solndtor to defcJidLlie action, resting 
'* myse lf upon the Speaker’s Warrant and 
instructions ftom tlio Secretary of Slate. 
1 have tile honour, Sir, to be with gn at 
respect, Sic. Mouu,” 

'J’he right hon. the Speaker of the 
*' House of Commons^' 

[Proccudisgs hesprcting StR F, 4 >ur- 
dett’s Notices ] Mr. Davies Giddy re¬ 
ported from the Select Committee ap¬ 
pointed to con.sider of the pi'occcdiiig9 had 
ancl to be had witlitreference to the seve* 
ral papersVigned “ Fr,T|pcis Burdelt,*' the 
contents of w^ich related to his being np- 
prehended and committed to the Tower 
of London, and wliicji p ipers were com- 
^niunicatcd to the House by Mr. Speakef 
upon t\c l.'Uh and ITthdays ^f April last; 
and to report such facts as they may 
think neccsvaryitogethcr with their opinion 
thereupon, from lime to time, lu the 
House ; ainl to nbogt the matters stated 
by the Serjeant at Arms attending the 
House, and the; process served upon^him 
in an action ut lAw by sir F. Burdult; and 
also the summons served on Mr. Speaker 
amJ the noticO of declarati6n delivered to 
the Serjeant at Arms at thc^suii of the said 
sir F. Burden, wete referred ; That the 
* ComnlTTfr? had considered the matters re¬ 
ferred to them, and had‘directed hijn fo 
report 'the same, as they appeared to 
them, to the House. 

TUe Report £a copy gf which will h% 
fountiin the Appendix to vol. 17, p. J 
having been refld, ' , , 


Mr, D. Giddy said, that before he 
moved that tins Report be laid upon the 
ubie, and also that it be printed, he thought 
it right to state his intemion of moving, 
for tcflaiii reasons, to hare it taken into 
consideration instanter. There were, ac- 
rrirding to Ins judgment, three modes of 
proceeding in cases of this naturej'froni 
umo;*.g which it would be for the Ilouse 
to si lect the one most congenial with its 
view of expediency. The first was, lo 
iRsue^ome process which might berve ns an 
inliihitionto prevent the courts of Jnw from 
proceeding at all in actions under coiisi- 
deration. But he did not understand that 
there wa^ any precedent for such a course. 
As to the bccond mode, namely, that of 
coiumiiting all the persons concerned 
in bringing or •promoting such actions, 
he concrivvd th »t there was a variety of 
preci deuts iu support of the power oj^the 
Hru.^e iO to commit if it thought proper, 
'fllic considerations of expediency, how¬ 
ever, alli.ilitd to in il^c Report, and the at¬ 
torney ah-ftie being at present engaged, 
were against the adoption oi this mcgle. 
There was, then, only one mode remain¬ 
ing, and lliut was to plead to the actions, 
and let the parties .-u. d shew to the court, 
that the acts complained of were done in* 
coiisequcnceofilieprivilegcs of ihut House. 
If the House should think proper to allow 
the Speaker and Serjcaiu to plead, it would 
then have to consider what .sort of plea 
.should bo put in; whether a pica in abate- 
mcnl, 01 a •pK^a in bar. If the former, 
which would involve a denial of the juris¬ 
diction of the coprt, that piea must be put 
in the next d.av. ofcoui.se. no time was to 
be lost. It w'as necessary, indeed, that 
proper measure.s should be promptly taken^ 
and iliis necessity called fur the immediate 
consideration id the Report. The hon*. 
gent, concluded with moving, Tiiat the 
report do lie on tlie table. 

Lord Miiion felt it impossible to sit si¬ 
lent after bearing tlie report which had 
been just read. What! that the Speaker 
should be advised to appear in a court of 
la«v to defend an act done as the organ of 
that House—of the representatives of the 
peojdc of England! If this advice were 
acceded to, and*that the court should go 
• ox, that it should enter into the action, in 
wln.ta stale would that House be placed ? 
It would be defending itself in a court 
from which an appeal would lie to the 
House of l^xtfs, and thus k might happen 
that* the privileges of that House would b^ 
decided dpon jn the ^ther House of Par^ 
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liamcnt. He conjured the House to pause 
before it became liable to a conse(]ucncc 
so much to be deprecated. Would the 
House be contented to place itself* in such 
a situation ? Would it be willing to go 
back a century in its consequence ? 
Would it, after the decisive victory it had, 
obtained in the Aylesbury case, consent 
to surrender its dignity aiwi power by 
surrendcriiig means of their security, 
by conriiiiLing tlieir defence to a court of 
law ? Was it to be endured, that tha pri¬ 
vileges of that House should be tried, per* 
baps overturned, by the decision of the 
court of King\ bench ? W^hile lie opposed 
such a proceeding, protcstf-dagaiiniLthe 
other alternative oT conimitling the par¬ 
ties concerned in bringing the acti^ms 
which gave rise to this -disrussion. In¬ 
deed, there was no other parly to which 
such an order could apply, but the attor¬ 
ney. But it would be improper, in liis 
judgment, to adopt cilher alteriiatiirj. 
The House should no^ at all sulnnit to have 
its privileges brought into diScus.sioii in 
* anjnferior court. If one privilege was lo 
bo so discus.^ed, tlien anuUur and aiiollicr 
would be questioned, until all the power of 
the House would be put to hazard if not 
'■overturned. In fact, he did not see the ne¬ 
cessity oftaking any step whatever in this 
case. If it were said that by taking no* 
slop the parties sued would he left unde¬ 
fended, he would answer ho. That House 
had always the power to defend its pri¬ 
vileges, and itsofllcer.s agaipstaniy violation 
fT'om any quarter whatever, and if it look 
no step wlr4tc%er in this instance, it would 
be mn(» worse situation ilian it was at pre¬ 
sent. By these observations he wished to 
guard the House against the monstrous 
lengthc lo which it might be carried, if it 
submitted cii this occasion to give up tlic 
privileges which could alone render them 
an efficient body. Here the noble lord 
tbok occasion to advert to the phrase of 
•* illegal privileges,” whicli he observed 
had been just repeated by his noble friend 
near him (lord Folkestone). Was not his 
noble friend aware, he would ask, that Vhe 
law of parliament was a part of the law 
of the land ; that it was as much a part 
of that law as any of the common law ; 
aye, or of the statute law either ; he fefUj 
most strongly that any abatement of the 
privileges of that House, which formed 
such a material part of fhe law of parlia¬ 
ment, could not take plac^ ^yithout a ge¬ 
neral deterioration of the cdnstitulion. 
Tile noble lord theft exhorted the ‘ House 
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to guard those privileges entire and iiif* 
broken whicli were so ei^eutial to the li¬ 
berties of the people, and to the protection 
of the House itself against the prerogative 
of the crown. ** Let gentlemen consider 
that if the slightest invasion of the privi¬ 
leges were admitted there was no knowing 
where it would stop. The barriers once 
broken down, it was difficult .to say, how 
far the'invaders would jjroceed. But, 
while he was thus tenacious of the ptivi- 
Icges of the House, let it not be supposed, 
that he would be any advocate for their 
abuses in the opposition of individuals. 
He was not however prepared lo say, 
that the charge of abuse or injuitice ap¬ 
plied to the case w'hich gave rise to this 
diiKussion. The noble lord concluded 
with iin appeal to thr House not to endan¬ 
ger the best bulwark of the constitution 
and of liberty, by accedfhg to the recom¬ 
mendation of the honourable mover, by 
submitting the privileges of that House to 
be tried in an inforior court. He fervently 
prayed that proviilencc might avert from 
the House the consequences of such a de¬ 
cision. *■ 

L')m1 Folkestone had not intended to 
trouble the House at this time, but from 
the allusion loan cxprc.ssion horn him over¬ 
heard by (he iioble lord who spoke last. 
He(Md contend that there niiglit arise a 
state of tilings in which their privileges 
might be disputed in a court of justice. 
If they vvpit the length to which the ar¬ 
guments u'^od on this occasion seemed to 
go, and if they W’c^ild justify every exer¬ 
cise of povv«r for which th^’ could find a 
precedent, tlicMi (hey mighrl do whatever 
they pleased, and ,tho jicrson suffering 
Milder their act could have no reihedy.« 
To exemplify to what loiiglh this^migbt 
be carried, he would suppoe an extreme 
case, for it was by supposing extreme cases 
alone, that principles could be tried. 
Suppose, founding ijiesnsolves on prece¬ 
dent, thcy^should commit a person for a 
limited time, was it to be contended, that 
he subject could have no' remedy against 
this arbitrary measure ? Suppose \hey 
were to fine or to pillory a^pelson, should 
tile person aggrieved have no remedy? 
Suppose they had ciTosen to punish Mr. 
Gale Jonesi as they bad once fJtffiuhed a ^ 
])erv)n, by purling him on horseback, 
with his face to the.tail, thus conducting 
him to Charing-cross, and after having 
yput him in the pillory there, committed 
hjm to Newgate for life; could not that 
exercise of power, be legafiy* disputed f If 
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t]jey chose again to exercise this right, it of this to be, that few persons would .take 
was monstrous to contend that they could the trouble to learn their nature and ex« 
thus treat any nfan^ without being amen* tent, but any one might do so who would 
able to a court of Justice. And yet it take that trouble. He approved of thw. 
would be the case, were fthey to plead suggestion, that the Speaker should plead 
against the jurisdiction of the cosirts ih to the court in bar of the action now 
preference to putting in a plea in bar. brought against him. 

With regard to the Report, be lamented * Mr. WTdibread observed, that the plaint 
that ever a Committee had been appointed question* before them now was, whether 
to give their opinion on this subjca:t. He the Reportshould lie upon the table? and 
wished it had been left to the course of he would h^ve interrupted his noble friend* 
law, without the interference of the House to rciiiiiid him of this, but from a desire 
at all. He did not, however, quarrel with not t(fbreak in upon his speech. He was 
the Report; though it appeared to him to averse to this premature discussion, and. 
be deficient in that species of information thought the right hon. the Chancellor of 
which the House most required from the the J^xclicquer, and his friends, who had 
Committee. It produced a case in the 3rd brought Aem into thilir difllculty, ought 
year ufiCharies the 1st, which went direct- to state their opinions, and not now be/ 
ly against the opinion it reconwncudeS ; allowed to gatlier from the feelings and 
for in this case the House had altered its borrow fiom the intellect.^ on the other 
course, owing to proceedings in a court of side, the mode in which they might pro¬ 
law. The bill oT rights had been often cure a vote to bear them through. 
referred to during these discussions, and willed to confine the present discussion to 
particularly that passage which declared tho point of order, and on the ultenor 
that the proceedings of parliament were course of proceeding, before they gave 
not to be questioned out of parlia- their opinions on his side of the House, he • 
ment. But th^ case before them had no- thought it necessary that they should wSit 
thing to do with what was done in, but to hear what the chairman of the Compiit- 
what was done out of parliament. He tee had to propose. 

maintained that it had not; for what had Mr. W. IVynn agreed with the last* 
the breaking open of sir F. Burdetl\‘; doors Speaker, that a premature discussion of 
to do with what was done in parliament? ^ny of the points connected with this sub* 
The Report, in stating the case of sir .Tohn ject was to be deprecated, but it was im- 
Elliot, &c. had omitted a very material possible to sit still or suffer any other suli« 
|)art of that case, namely, that the House ject to intervene, after ht'anng the very 
of Commons, not content with their own extraordina^ doctrines advanced by the 
df'claration* and the declaration of the noble lord BeMnd him (lord Folkestone.^ 
House of Lords, againft the decision of In opposition to that doctrine, be held,, 
tile court of King's bench, had; Throught a that all the privileges of tlifi House must 
writ of error in*o tlic House of Lords, to be discussed in the House, and no where 
have *hc sentence pronounced, reversed.^ else; and that when they first dep-arted 
^fhis pimved that the House of Lords had from that, their ruin began. The Jiobic# 
been colled on by the IloUife <>f Commons lord supposed extreme cases—but ne saw. 
itself, to decide on its privileges. The nothing contrary to reason in the Hou.se 
Repoit also stated the rase of sir Frances having the power jto fine now, as they had 
Pemberton; and fiQ was surprised that, in the year 1669 fined White I,0(K)/. Tha 
after the considfiraflon of that case, any only thing to be considered was the Liitia- 
man could wish the Speaker to pl«id against when it was proper to exercise these righls.t 
the jurisdiction of a court of law. It was lie denied that the court of King’s bench, 
held in that case that ifthe Speaker pleaded could inttui'erc to remedy any abuses that 
the oourt was tqconsidcr, not the privileges mifjht be coniinitted by the House. It 
ofthe House^of Commons, but, whether was the opinion of Mr. Fox, that it was 
the person against ^hom the action was the most absurd thing possible to argue, 
brougULtiad acted according to* these pri- from extreme cases, in discussions on a 
vileges? tie held that tl\e privileges ot sub^jett like the pvc'cnl^ *si«ce, by the* 
the Hou^e were known to lawyers ; And picefy with which the component parts of 
though the opinion of lord Coke was often the cnnsiltution were balance^, and their 
quoted, to shew that they were known to action upon each other, all extreme casein 
but few parliament men;* yet lord Coke ^ were-prevewnffd. For instance,, the King 
in an after-passage, explained the reasoit^ might ordyr the first rej^ipicat of Guards 
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W go into thO HbosO Of Lords, ahd take 
tfieirsesttd as peerfe; but IliOotherbrandies 
■ Of thO“constitatu)n wotild-sorin remedy this 
extreme et:evci9c of the power of the 
dfoWrt. Hfc'laW it down as a fifst princi¬ 
ple,ithaft the high <*onrt of parliament was 
the source of power. As al! human insti¬ 
tutions Were liable to error, they might 
clct wrong; but it did noi, therefore, fVfl- 
low, that I here could be an appeal to an 
inferior court. Do as they pleased, there 
must at last be a power in the ^statc, 
against whicl\ there could be no appeal; 
and as Well might the noble lord talk of 
referring to a quarter sessions to reverse 
the decisions of the court of King’^ bench, 
as of referring to the^oourl of King*s bench 
to reverse the decisions of the Commons' 
House of Parliament. Should any judge 
entertain an action against their privilegcri 
or proceedings, he was amcr^able to litem, 
ancr liable to be punistfed on the bill of 
rights. The hon. gent, then alluded 
the precedent established in tire instance 
of his excellent ancestor, sir \V«illiam Wil- 
' Hams, against whom the court of Kin*r's | 
bench gave judgment; but which judg- ' 
men! was immediately afterwards reversed 
by the House, and 8,00(V. ordered to be 
*repaid to sir William, out of the public 
money. In the first instance, hou'cvcr, 
the money was directed to be paid by the 
attorney general sir Robert Sawyer, wdio 
opposed this; and, through his interest, 
the bill was lost, after a second reading in 
the House of Lords. Another actiim was 
lbou|j^l>t agaitist sir Williaid Williams, by 
lord Peterborough, for Scandaium Mat^na- 
twn: but this was afterwanls compromised. 
Would they, on these precedents, decide 
that that House should submit to be tried 
by an^nferior court? Neither could they 
do so, on the precedent in the case of 
Topham, &C. m which parliament was 
prorogued, during the time the Serjeant- 
art-arins was in the country, executing his 
Warrant. Verdon called witnesses to prove, 
that force was used every time he mounted 
his horse; and it was for the assaults c6m- 
milted by the Serjeant, after the power 
from which his warrant was derived had 
ri‘a>cd to exist, that the action ogain.-)t 
him was carried into court. 

The Aitorncy; General applauded the hon^ 
gentleman who* preceded liim, for his 
manly answer to the arguments of the. 
noble loHj^nd for his excellent and con- 
stimttonal exf^osition of the privileges of 
parliament, with every word of which he 
perfectly agreeck «The argument of the 


noble lord wae founded on Hiie, that then:; 
might be an abuse edmmiUOd by the 
House of Commons, agsibst'which tixu'e 
w^as no remedy. While men were 
was true, error could never be eradicated; 
but ca^ry the noble lord's prinviplo, on 
this subj<'ct, a lUUe furtiier than he had 
done, and sco to what consequences it 
would lead. JSuppose all the courts in the 
country •should abuses the law.—Suppose 
the court of Common Plea**, from some 
secret corruption, fiimnld decide, contrary 
to law, to the opprcs^'ion lif an individual 
—he appealed to the court of King's 
bench, whicli (he hoped he should be par¬ 
doned for u'iiiig sn< h a siip)}ositimi, even 
for sake ol' argument) partaking in the 
fetilings of i.h;* other court, should c.iinc 
to a similar decision. From tlieiico the 
wronged suitor carried his cause to the 
House of Lords, whose judgment was ulti¬ 
mate and derisive, and tluiy, influenced 
by the general corniptiort^ sliould confirm 
the ini(]uitm(S verdicts of llic inferior 
courts. Supposing all this, he would a^^k, 
wiiat remedy the sufiVtlog in lividual could 
liave? lie acknowledged! that no court, 
that no country could exist where suoli 
profligacy prevailed; but bccanso an ex¬ 
treme case of abuse of privileges might 
take filace, could it thence be argued, tha(, 
therefore, such privileges ought not to 
exist at all ? Could this argument be sus¬ 
tained, it would not only put an end to 
the privileges of the House of Commons, 
but to alt powers of^jadicaturc. and the 
privileges of every other coui't.* Hc\':;a!n 
warmly conimcmlFd the arguments lif Iism 
hon. friend who had well tfonieiidod, tlr.t 
as ^vell jaight the quarter sessions bexaj)- 
^icalod to, to decide'aguinsl tiio ctmrt ..f 
King's bench, as the court of King Vbencli* 
to exceed fts legal constituli«>iirJ linr'?, 
and contruul thoTlomv of Ccmnicns. The 
House WAi the sole and ultimate judgo'of 
its own privileges^ aid of tlioir exvont. 
No court had any jutisJlictlon lo dechK on 
their exidrncG or extent. They were to 
I>e jtidgcd by this House j.lono. No other 
body hiul the power to decide. Not but 
ihit their privileges mighty be inciden¬ 
tally bro’ight before aiiotherVourt, which 
court, howc’V^r, couW not fo^'kTo their 
privileges,' hut to their dcci^mf upon 
ihem. It was .by the.e tliat the court 
would be bound to decide. , 

Mr. Potisonhy conceived the qOestjnn 
then beforaribe House to be, whether the 
*iReport of'the SOlect Com'inittee .should Im 

lVid*itpon the table. -He sriaUed that halt. 
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Ifftmb^s who bad hitherto spoken upon it already giTen. preferriiie the plea in bar, 
had considered that such was the question, to the plea in abatement, he wohM cj^- 
arid not itrayea from it to ^-peak upon that elude by moving, « Tfeat 1(10 Spe^eraiid 
which vwas essemially distinct from it. Serjeant be permitted lo appear and plead 
He was against the appoimmeAt of the to the said actioDS*” Tbe noble lor^ 
Committee, and thought that i\*s laying recommended that they should take m 
that Report upon tbe table, would have as steps at all; but if this advice was takciv 
much e^ct upon the great question of the consequence would be, that the Court 
their privileges, as if he threw his hat would-proceed with the cause, and judg-^ 
upon that table. He would vote that the ment to the full extent of the damages laid 
Report should be received; and he hoped would go* by default.—If the gentlemen 
that when that motion should be carried, opposite condemned the steps now recom- 
Us he supposcd*it would, that the minister meifiled, they ought, as members of Fv* 
would muster up resolution enough to state Jiament, not to wrap th'emsclvea up in 
to the House what would be the next silence, but, for the good uf their country, 
course,he intended to pursue.—The mo- state what course appeared in their judg- 
tion th^ the Report do lie on the table nients tb be better.* They might say 
was tifen agreed to nem. con. ^ House was under dilTiculty, and lie was 

Mr. Z). Gzddy, in pursuancet)f the task free to confess they were; but it was 9 
imposed upon him, rose to propose another difficulty not arising out of the case itsell^ 
m<)tion to the ii.House. He had hoped, but out of the imperfection of the ponstitu* 
however much the gentlemen opposite tion, in no't anticipating and providing 
had differed in opinion respecting the ap- against so extrenJe a case.—(Hear, hear, 
pointment of ttic CommiUee, yet that from the Opposition side.)—He repeated, 
when it was appointed, by a great ma- that it wa# an impdrlection, not to foresee 
jority of the House, they would have con- and provide against the extreme case gf 
trlbuted by tHeir assistance and advice to an individual so daring as to resist the au- 
direct the course which the public good thority of the House of Commons. But 
rendered it most expedient to pursue, it was not, as gentlemen who cheered him 
Disappointed in that hope, he still thought might contend, at all dependent upon tlys 
that when the Committee h ul made their particular case. Last session these gentle- 
Eeport, these gentlemen would have< men were not sparing of commitments ^ 
looked on as indiflereut spectators of the and similar resistance and simiUr legal 
i]ifficulties in which they considered the proceedings might have arisen out of these 
House to be involved, or have deprived as out of this; the same difficulty would 
ihe H^use of theii; assistance fn this mo- have ensqed. Therefore, it did not de- 
mentous (Question. The hun. gent, then pend on the t'ommittal of sir F. 
repeated the statements he jiad made in but on the nature of ilie thing itself. He 
his precedingvpecch, relative to the three concluded by'moving, I'hal it is the 
modes in which the House might act, de- opinion of the House, that Mr. Speaker 
g daring, as before, that he should have pro- and the Serjeant be permitted to appear 
ferre# proceeding by inhibition. He and plead to the said Actions," , 
noticed, in answer to a noble%rd (Milton) A question being put from tile Oppp* 
that the consequence of not appearing to sition side of the llouse, as to what was 
this action, which was brought against Mr. the subsequent proceeding he had to pro- 
Abbot, as an iadi^dual, by name, and not pose, Mr. Giddy stated, that, if hi^ pro¬ 
in the character of Speaker of the House sent motion was acceded to, he would then 
of Commons, would be, that th'e court, un- offer another, ** That the Attorncy-Gena- 
apprized of this^circumstance, and oftheir ral be directed to defend Mr. ^Speaker and 
priyileges being involved, would permit Serjeaii^ against the said Actions." ' 
tbe .action W go on. Were the House to Mr. Ponsoniy understuud these motioni 
adopt the second course, and commit the to be made in concurrence with his Ma-, 
solicitor, &c. othffs, if not the persons jesty's nimisters, and in conformity to the 
‘ commYUed, would go on with the action, opinions they entertained on this subject, 
loan unlimited extent. • There was^then He wished to know if 4ie was correct m 
1)0 other course but to go into the court,, this supposition, and that the course pro- 
$n a certain degree, in so far as to state, posed was tliat which they p'ouid recoin- 
that the privijey^es of the House were con- mend to the^Rou^e P 
cern^ in the action. Onjder these co)f- The Vhancellor of the JExckequer in reply 
fiderationi, nnd for t^c reasons iTi^ said, he; had no he^atiw in ftnswarmg 
VOL, xri. 
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this q;iieslio)i with^ a decided yes ; would 
the right hon. gent., had he put the ques¬ 
tion to him, have given a similar answer? 

Mr. Ponsonbj/ said, that he would be the 
last man to adviie such a contest as that 
light hon, gent, had involved the House 
in; but being one tiigageJ in it, he would 
be among the fir-it to t.fier such advice as 
he tliuuglii Ui l»o expedient. It vvas for 
this rca.M)ji he that the right hon. 

gent, oiigli'; noj, t.> '•hiink froiii tln^ respon- 
sij>i]i y nl'I pj advice in a di.ii%'ihy 
\v!iirh lic had iv't i-hrunic hen; tin* rrspon- 
sihiiiiy oF croaiing. T.'pc»n a (pi'-^lion 
which had r;o condtdcnibly (‘.iv.ro'-.st'd aral 
agiliilod ll.o. j'nblic tnind, be h.g v/ not 
wlicllter lI;o opinionsli * u:'s to oitcr 
would bo popular or tu p pul n*—wlit'llK'r 
the nngnilude and i'.u!i'‘w.y ihe K!ii'jc,‘L ; 
would brinr; up m h'l \ rv of 

or applamo, idt'. •. . r d] pvni-a-ioiicd to 

Ms hhiahlc i*.;l iinoln.tv.iv’c ofio:.; to do 
his duly con.iclcntii'u.dy; iliw lit 

hnew, tint tins nai a^(ji:''£Ljoii i'l that un¬ 
paralleled iuipcri.uicc,lioit if ii. fee decided 
III a certain '‘-ay, tbica id* liiis coun¬ 
try *w'crc lit r..i lud. lie ibrjught that 
House had tiiu lig' i of tonmnLiiiig for a 
libel. This wa* his con.^cicriiious ('pinian 
-'-'Un opinion tliat mig'it be urpopuiar, 
aiul wlnolj b:-should regret to find so; for, 
us a uieLibt r ci' ['arliamcnt, he must ever 
1 eF;ject the <5pnrR'n3 of the people. IMnch 
liowcve:*, as he C;^ic.,incd the opir.ion ut 
the people, he v.cold treat tliem as he had 
treated the King when he \-.^as his st-rv..nt. 
life would serve i otii, but flatter neiiher. 
In proceeding ^lo state his opinion, he 
fcliculd grouiid uhat he had to ollbi' upon 
two pripclpk’s the first was, lh.*t each 
House of Pariiiment was, in its rc.y'ective 
oapaciti^, the lelc judge of its onn pvivi- 
legos—tli»i sole judge of what tlicse privi¬ 
leges ii.\—I’lic sole judge of the extent to 
which lir.'sc privileges are to be carried— 
aad the sole judge of the manner in which 
such pr*ivdeg=.s are to be exercised. It 
followed by consequence, that no other 
Court in this cf-uiuiy had the right to in¬ 
terpose tlicir opinion upon vrhat was privi¬ 
lege ot Parliament—the nature, the ex¬ 
tent, or the exercise of it. The other pro¬ 
position w'hich lie would, lay dotvn as a 
principle was, tjiat whenever the Court i)f 
Parliament, no 'matter which House ol 
Piirliainent, had declared a matter to be 
privilege, lliat all t.ther courts throughout 
tlu; eountiy were bound tt>,pay respect 
and implicit obedience to that dtclaratiou. 
io shew that he did not speak from hiai- 
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self merely, that the opinions he had 
formed had the sanction o[thc wisest and 
the greatest authorities; he should, as lie 
went alopg, refer to some books he had. 
brought with hin^, and to prevent all mis¬ 
takes res^uhing from a lapse of memory, or 
.inaccuracy of transcription—as also to 
evince tlisii he made no purposely garbled 
extract that bore a dillcreiu int'aning from 
the whole of the cnntextfroin wliich it was 
taken, he should lead the passages from 
the book ihein'^ch cs : thg first book to 
\/hlcIi lie should lefcr, was, sir Matthew 
Hale’s Treatise upon tlie Original Iiistitu- 
tiaiijPower and duli,^Jiclio]^ ol Parliament, 
ib'ie ibo ilylit ban. i.cit. rcRviciV to the 
book, and ic.ul from b ap;‘5!;uge which 
\v;i» in siibsUui’-'* :u iollr.M';; : “ Ikir as 
every C'ouit of dustiLe hath laws and cus- 

V 

loms for its di.ection; wOiue to the civil 
tiiid tanui), some the coifnium law, others 
tiicir own peculiar laws and customs, so 
thu ilicdt ('ourt of Pariiamrnt hath also its 
own p •cuiiar law, called the lex et comue~ 
tzido Pariianicnlij suis pjopriis r^^ufis U con~ 
ivctudlnibus cx^nsisiit iuu IcXy a law not t(» he 
judgoii oi' by othcif Courts,* or questioned 
luerein, and the same is law, because se- 
cundu'.'t le'icni lI consifctudiucm ParUawenti, 
and the rati.tr for that every member of 
Parliament hath a judicial place, recog^ 
nisetVby vaiious judg£ s.” Here he need 
scarcely reo'.ind tho House, that lord Hale 
took largely Irom sir Edward Coke, whose 
opinions upon tlfii great qubAtioii had been 
■adopted implicitly by lord Hale;, both 
these great aulhoiiitics had afinmed the 
pilviiego of*Parliament to he not merely 
lex hut/(,*a'ro7vr,*not the law of 

that House, hut the l^w of the land.^'l'here 
was however, one objection to which he i 
could not inyre opportunely advert lo than 
now, it had been industriously given out that 
though these great lawyers were in the 
general sound legal authorities,lhatyetlhey 
had rather too rnuchfeWerence for parlia- 
rnent—th'dj they had too high p notion of 
the j)owers and authorities of parliament, 
and were, in fact, too ntdoh clouded by 
the abject prejuditcis of their days, tQ be 
relied upon implicitly in thtr present en¬ 
lightened time^, He would not here stop 
to combat prejudice oy prejudice, or ex¬ 
amine bow far an objection s<T fnvolous 
shoidd bealluwfedto invalidate an autho¬ 
rity so weighty ; but he would take one 
of those whom he had understood to have 
Jscen chiefly reiipd upon optof that House, 
a| laying down opinions hostile to the ex* 
tent and exercise, of theif privileges; ho 
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q^eant sir William Blackstone. This judge 
had been cited in a way so impeifectly as 
to the context, and io ignorantly as to the 
consefjuHicc, that he was considered by 
sonitdt'those who had suijL*|pd thenisciuisto 
be socgrcgiously deceived, as layiijg down 
principles incompatible with what were 
called the privileges of parliament. Here 


court of Common Plcas-f-ainan whom he 
described as a sound and constilufional, 
lawyer. ' lie rrad a pu-''Sagc from the 
G‘>ili page ot thi:^ trontise, vhirhwas in 
i snbstaiKc,'that * Pi\ing m.ade it appear 
that the power of the l.ijdi court of par¬ 
liament. Uiougli divi-.ied sometimes in llie 
oxeuise, v.n'j 1 lie same in ellect, however 


the right hon. gent. referiTd to ll!aLk* 
stone’s Cornmontiiries, and read J[rom it a 
passage lo tlu; robowiiig efiect; “ Tiic 
anaxims* upon v; liicli lh“v proceed, toge¬ 
ther with the nti dn'd of proreeding, icst 
rntiM ly in the brenst ul the parliament 
itself; and are not defined and ascertained 
by any pariicidpr suited huvi;.-—Tiic pri¬ 
vileges ‘of purlnimeiit arc liKesvisc very 
laigei^id indefinite. Andibercfore whtn 
in :>1 liin. G, the i f lrf>rds j)V)- 

poundccl a question to the Jr.Jges c .neem- 
ii'g llicrn, the chief jusiiee, sir John 1 or- 
tescue, in the infaie of Ins bnshren, <le* 
dared, ^ that they oue.ht not to inuhe 
answer to that qot’silon : for it iulii iioL 
been used aforetime ihu ilie in.’«ljctsshou!d 
in any wise dctemiine the | rivi^eges of 
the ingli courtjof pnrlinment. Tm* it is 
so high and mighty in its nature, that it 
may make law: and that which is law, it 
may make no law : and the determination 
and knowledge of that privilege belongs to 
(lie lords of parliament, and not to the 
justices.' Privilege of parliament * was 
principally established in order to pro¬ 
tect its members not only from being mo¬ 
lested by their fellow subjet tsy but also 
more es(>e(;jaliy frofti being oppressed by 
the power of the crowiii If therefore all 
the privileges ^if parliament Were once to 
be set down iin3 ascertained, and no pri¬ 
vilege ^ be allowed bu( what was so de- 
•fined agd determined, it were easy for the* 
executive power to devise sor»e new case, 
not within the line of privilege, and under 
pretence thereof to harrass any refractory 
member and violate the freedom of par¬ 
liament. The tiigAity and independence 
of the two lIousr3S Arc thcrefow in great 
measure preserved liy keeping their*pn- 
vileges indefinite." Judge Blackstone 
further said, that no catalogue of their 
privileges shdhld be stuck up for the in¬ 
formation of all per|^is,as to define was to 
.subvett^the constitution of the-House. 
After this. Tie hoped he would never agaiq 
hear Blackstonc quoted, as saying that 
the law of parliament was not the law' of 
the land, llo next referred lo a treatise 
writt^h on th<f power of» parliament, by# 
«r Robert Atkinr, one of the judges of tl ‘ 


(V^crci.sy.l, whether in in legislative ca¬ 
pacity ns a liranch of tlu* legislature, or in 
its judicial character as the Magna Curia, 
or i'l it’, c'ipacily of a coiiim iI, as the 
co:.u7i$/"tn rtv?/?." 'J’hougli this 

dociriiio \\ as now ihoiightV.ol be inaiii- 
lainiii'l 3 in ihc*^ cnl'ghi' ned limes, yet 
thi-s was ir^ new discovery : the same ob- 
jecti .u.q tvciv s:art**d#i himJrcd yeais ago, 
liutlhi* ol‘j( < u\)ii was rcj-t'.d upon the ab¬ 
stract piinclph*, iiKlopcmlcnt of the con- 
ctiUiiiojij and not upon any principle de- 
rivahlc from tlie constituiioii. The ob- 
juctitm ro‘-lcd upon u principle lliaU ap¬ 
plied I,) .dl govcrnffr-'iit.i. Noinihad.nono 
cf^r t oiil'd. be consiitutx'd so peifect, as not 
to kave disciv Lionaay powi r somewhere, 
'fhiswas tfie principle olThc cbjeclioiis o^ 
lord Molt, in ttnt memorable case of *1110 
Queen agrdnst Pct.it in vrh'xli he dissented 
from the ck.vcri judges of that day. ili.s 
argument was, that the House of Com¬ 
mons may declare any thing they please 
privilege. But this proved nothing more 
‘’than that powtr might be abused.—Was 
it, iherdbre, not to exist at ail ? Yes, say 
the objections, but in a definite form. But 
the law of the land said otherwise—the 
moment privilege of parliament becaiye 
definite it was subjugated. The law of 
the land was not to be <yv£rturned. If 
the law of parliament be supposed lo be 
limited by a sound discretion, the judge# 
are not to presume otherwise. The judgej 
are in no case to presume that parifament 
has abused their privilege?; llieir privi^ 
leges exist in their own good pleasure; 
their own discretion is the essence ofth^t 
privilege—if liie one be removed the 
Ollier is destro 3 'e(l. Besides, lord Holt's 
objection went as much to human iiaturo 
itself as to the privibgo of pailiameiVl 
While mAiare men, some part of the most 
perfect sublunary government must be leR 
in thedisci'etion ofiheir rulers. But lord * 
Holt, in laving down lii^ opinion upon a , 
^irtgular principle, stooj *alone i;i that 
tjpinioM. Was it nothing that the rcTinain- 
ing cloven judges of the laud W'ere of .an 
opposite opiuioji ?• Ami hcrefil. was care¬ 
fully. to. Vc**rcmembercd,* that arviong 
them there were many as able, sounds 
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4i(institutiohal ■ I&i'yerk o* lord Holt liim- ] nain ita lex scripta trttntef. 
*elf. But it had been arga'ed, that no on- argaing against it; for it 
limited undefined power ou^ht to be 
khown by the constitution. He did not 
iirgue thus fov what ought to be, but what 
actually was. The constitution vested dis¬ 
cretion, and there could be no constitu¬ 
tion under heaven which must not vest 
discretion somewhere. If the King's- 
bench passes an erroneous judgment in 
law, there lay an appeal by writ of error 
to the House of Lords. Their lordships 
may confirm ^at wrongjudgment instead 
of rescinding it. Here then was an in¬ 
jury without a remedy—but who would 
argue from thence against the wisdom of 
vesiingsuch discretion in that House ? If 
thejudgesof the King's bench were guilty 
of wilful corruption, the |Iouse of Com¬ 
mons would take cognizance of such al- 
Icdged offence, and * W'ould^ proceed to 
prostcutc such malversation to condign 
punishment. But who shall call the piy- 
liamcnt to account ? He might be an¬ 
swered, the people.?* But in. what way 
•were the people constitutionally to do 
thi5 ? When tlie members of that House 
Went back to their constituents, then the 
people had the remedy in their own hands, 
end by re-electing or dismissing their re¬ 
presentatives, might exercise ail the con- 


tm 

Thert *was m 

could not be reJk 
butted by an evidence leSk thin itself-— 
The usage of parliament was, as it werp, 'a 
deed in xvidenuc not to be defeated by 
moral testimony to the contrary. He 
could not say that the House had no such 
right, because their records said they had, 
so that he was (to make use of a law term) 
estopped from denying the/oct«>n, to which, 
as a member of that House/he was a party. 
But there had been a good deal of decla¬ 
matory noise about the ^invasion of iho 
liberty of the subject. There had lived be¬ 
fore them men as much attached to tho 


right of personal liberty as any the pre¬ 
sent times could boast. \Vhen the Habeas 
Corpus A.' t and the Bill of Rights were 
passed info laws, did the men whose pub¬ 
lic virtue comigncdtU*s invaluable le^cy 
to Englishmen for ever--did they feel it 
nccessur}' to come forward and claim of 
that House the redemption of the liberty 
of the subject from the teazing tyranny of 
their caprice ? Did they express their 
apprehensions of very undue power as¬ 
sumed by the House of Ctmmons ? Did 
they feel any alarm at our privileges, or 
think iho^e privileges incompatible with 
the iiberl'cs they were created to secure ? 
He had already spoken lo the right—to 
troul the constitution of the country gave, the peceasily, of vesting a discretionary 

power somewhere in every government. 
The constitution vested that discretion 
in them 5 but it was objected—the consti¬ 
tution vested it no where else : and where, 
he would ask in sucii a governm'ent as 
this—where coulif that discretion be more 
properly vesitd than iu/tlie Cbmmons, 
Representatives of a frae people ? Were 


them. It Was not the right remedy to take 
*Way the privileges of the popular branch 
of the Fegidature, because in some instance 
these privileges might be abused. The 
course would be, if parliaihent were dis¬ 
trusted, to address the King to dissolve 
them. If the House, from' its construction, 
did not meet the public feeling, then re¬ 


dress was to be sought by all legal and «the great'men who Vorked out thb salva- 

, . • • • V ^ I A* a %*!*• S* it 


tonstiUitional means, to procure iheaieccs- 
i:try reform ; but it was mischievous, as 
w 6 ll as silly, lo attempt the other course. 
But it was still contended that the House 
had no power to commit for libel. Where, 
he asked, were they to look for the privi¬ 
lege of pavlramcnt, if not in the customs 
And practices of parliament } U t[icirhe 


tion ot our liberties, in the expu^ion of 
the Stuarts* from the throne, and in the 
establishment of the constitution—were 
they hostile, either in principle or educa¬ 
tion, to the personal liberty of the subject? 
Was the groat lord Somers a friend to ar¬ 
bitrary pdwer in any shape "P Was the 
able sir John Maynard an enemy to the 


was right in that position, the application constitution? Was sir Joseph Jekyl a man 
was not difficult; for from the earliest pe- indifferent to the rights an^ privileges of 
riod that House had been in the habit of Englishmen ? Did these men, upon the 
committing for libel, and slanderous ex- memorable question%yf the Kentish petU 
presslons. They would 'find an instancy tion-—did they for one moment entertain 
of it 80 far bade As in the d9th page of the a doubt of the legal and constitutiorial 
first volume of their Journals, followed by, Hgfit of that House to commit for libel f 
numerous others in thesubsequentvolumes. Did any one of them question the privi- 
The law of parliament wa^K>p this head as leges of that House ? Did they not^rather 
clear as undisputed precedents cdald make '^iVe to them tHe weighf of their united 
It# That House iqpuid commit Ibr libel duthoriti^? Whtt 1 .said Mr. Pon- 
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iwnby. the pWileges of this House sane- leges, and authority of court, wkw co¬ 
ttoned by the ablest and most upright eral with the existence tK the coort itself/' 
jut^es of the land—by the most profound Another stated/Hhat the power of coipn^it- 
aEi^ incorrupt statesmen—by the purest ment was a necessary incident to parlia^ 
patriots—^by the most cofistitiiiioiial and ment. because it was incident to all courts 
popular ministers—by men. who^did not of justice, whether of reconl or not;” and 
talk about liberty, but hazarded their lives another passage laid it down,' that privi- 
to secure it.—When I find the progress lege of parliament was as much fex terrm. 
of time strengthening the work of their and as much within the exception of 
united virtue with the claims of pntiquity Magna Cbarta as any one part of the 
work that it M^as not necessary for an- known latv of the land that did come 
tiquity *to make venerable—when 1 find wiihin its exceptions.—As for Magna 
this, I own rtmt were it possible for me Chafta, if they give it the general con- 
to be so disposed, that my hand would struction now attempted to*be put upon it. 
tremble in the attempt to tear down that no man who knew any thing either of the 
noble fabric their patriotism had reared, law or the constitution, could look around 
and thefr wisdom hadpronouticed the fairest them, ivithout seeing that it was in the 
and the firmest in the worltl! With respect same way universally violated; and that 
to the doctrine of contempts that had*re- there were many other cases in which the 
cently gone abroad, he must say that he did subject was committed to prison withovt 
not concur in th^tdoctrinc. It was known trial. They might as well say that the 
tliat formerly the two Houses of Parlia- canon law. * and the ccclesiasticaUlaw, 
ment sat under the same roof, and trans- were of no authdl'ity. as they were not 
acted business together. The time of their contained in Magna Charta, and were 
separation is not exactly known. The totally distinct front it. They might as 
right of the two Houses, sitting thus in tlie well contend that these laws overthrew ali 
high court ofiparliamcnt, to commit for the rights and liberties of the people, 
contempt, would not be disputed. Did Lord chief justice Wilraot stated, that ha 
then the separation which afterwards, fur had inquired most minutely into the sub- 
obvious reasons of mutual convenience, Ject, to discover the origin of this law qf 
took place between the tw'O Houses, as to parliament. ■ From these inquiries he had 
the form of their sitting together—did that found, that it w as as ancient as the corn- 
separation divest them of their respective mon law, with which it therefore acted 
right to assert the authority of tbeir court, conjunctly and in close alliance. It 
and protect the proceedings therein from the univei'sal usage, from time immemo- 
all obstruction, whether constructive or rial, that judges in their several courts 
cthei\vise^ He had no doubt that when might attaclr for oflTences against tl^ir 
they separated each detained Uic same jurisdiction; and in the same manner, the 
power, and hl^opinion on this subject was House of Commons must ha^ethe acknow* 
fortified by the authority of Mr. Justice lodged right to carry their privileges 
Atkin^ which wai express upon thjis into execution, in the way they deemed 
point.« most proper. The judges punished libfjs 

The right hon. gent, ncxt^roceeded to on themselves in the exeention^f their 
quote the authority of lord -chief justice office, by attachment; though, in that 
Wilmot, in support of the right of the case, the functions of judge, juror, and 
House to commit rgenerally. He stated executioner, were united. Yet this i|as 
that chief justice* Wilmot, of the King's never objected to, or called in question, 
bench, was a man of admirable capacity, by parliament. It was daid, that there 
deep and extensive learning, and unim- vms an absurdity in a man's combining, or 
peachable integrity. The passage to in a boi^'s combining in itself, the func- 
wMch he was about to refer was from a tfons ofjudge, juror, and executioner of 
judgment prepared by chief justice Wil- the law in its own case; but be the opi«, 
mot; but the cai^o which it related not nion of its absurdity what it nii^bt, tW 
having come on, the judgment itself had fact was. thaC such a combination did 
never been delivered. . Here the right ^ d^ist in the judges, and*lfe would contend 
hon. gent, proceeded to read from a*book, in parliament also. He quoted, at mueh 
which he held in his hand, observations length, the authority of lord chief juatiee 
to the following effect;—one was,''that Wilmot, in support of his opinion; ac- 
jn all courts* i^hatever,* ill this countri^, cosding to^hom, " it wa? part of the sys- 
^e power of vindicating the right8.*priV]- tem of l^iw in tiiu cqjiniry. thati)|Qse who 
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Wer€ guilty of <bntempt, &c. should bo 
tried in a summary manner/’ 'I'huy 
«bou1d take all the system together. Trial 
by jury was indisputably one part of it; 
but attachment was another i and they 
might depend upon it, that trial by jury 
would be buried in the same grave with 
the authority of the courts in which it was 
exercised.—In another place the samp 
great authority asked how could the 
judges go on in the discharge of their 
functions if they were to be libelled as 
base, dishonourable, and unjust—skould 
they stand at l<ie door of a grand jtirj', in 
order to know whether their characters 
were to be vindicated or for the grand 
jury to determine whether their proceed¬ 
ings had or had not been obstructed ? 
should they submit to the delay and for¬ 
mality of a verdict, subject to tlic in¬ 
fluence of popular delusion, for the pur- 
, posefifassertingtheirclaimtoUieropuialion 
which was uiuicsrrvedly attacked ^ iiavuig 
stated his opinion of the law of p.ar!iame{fL 
thus far, and qucUMl such instances in 
|upport of that <tpinii)n, he thought it un¬ 
necessary to ndfi any more nprm that 
bead, but the authority of judge Black- 
stone, who, though quoted in f-wcur of ilu 
modern opinions upon this subji ct, had 
acted upon other principles in tiii: case ol 
Oliver. In thus coniruunicaiing his senti¬ 
ment upon I lie question befoi e the House, he 
wished to be considered as not presuming 
to give any advice, as to the course which 
then ought to he pursued. In place of 
any attempt to direct the condlict of this 
House, he wished to be considered asde- 
Hvering his (T\wn humble, opinion in his 
capacity of a member of parliament. And 
indeed from alt that had already pas^ied 
upon that subject, the right hon. centlcmen 
opposite, possessed no right to call upon 
him for his views or his opinion. On pre¬ 
vious occasions he staled both; but eviry 
thing he had said, every' propo.sition he 
ba^ ofiered, were by them disregarded. 
No one was more prompt than the right 
bon. gent. (Mr. Perceval) to oppose aqy 
propositions from him, and the llouse in 
Its wisdom was plca«>ed to over-rule them. 
Nevertheless he then felt it his duty to 
'stand by the privileges of the Commons of 
England ; and in the exercise of tliat 
duty, in advertiiTg;,to the particular line ol’ 
conduct which in his view should then be 
pursued, he begged to impreu upon the 
House the pa^mount and absolute neces¬ 
sity ofadheriognn every t(^k, 

to tbs ancient rul9 of practice observed by 


their ancc^tor.s, in their contests ^for th^ 
preservation of their privileges. He was 
aware that iu what he ws about to re- 
cunnnend, he run the risque of exposing 
himself |to a considerable degree of'po¬ 
pular odium. iSutthat man would ill de¬ 
serve consideration, who, deterred by the 
aiiprchension of popular reproof, would 
in any great and pressing emergency, siir- 
iTndcr to his fears the conviction of his 
judgmeiiF. (Hoar, hear.) By such an 
impression he trusted never to he in¬ 
fluenced to swerve from public duty. 
Never, he trusted, when the events of 
that day became the suitjectof future re* 
citai and remaik, should it l)e said of him, 
if so liumhle un individual had ciuim to 
observation, that he was a man, ^yho in 
contJadict|,on to his fulle.st conviction,-hut 
in comptianie v. iili )l•>nuln^ delusion, sur- 
iMidered the pi ivilcgcs of rhe Coninions of 
England, and by such shi reader, gave a 
fatal and irrccovciMble blow to the li¬ 
berties of Englpiid. (Hear, hear, hear!) 
Heverting then to tiieancient rule of prac¬ 
tice, it was invariably (he custom of that 
House t« commit any person who made 
himself the ins(n'(ueut oi callin*; into 
question its privilegts. Upon that rule of 
prcicllre, he did feel it his duty, to stale 
his ojiinion, that the solicitor who had 
caused the ii itice of acti-in to be served 
'upoti*ihe Sjieaker should be coiinnitied. 
buch a course was nut alo.nc the practicj* 
of that House ; it was acted upon in all 
courts invtv^tetl with the power of commit¬ 
ment for a contempt of'its jurisdjetion. In 
the court of Ciijuic»-y, for instance, vvheie 
an injunctibn had been granted to ^tay 
proceedings in an action At law, the at¬ 
torney who wouh[ after such injunction 
vUniture to proceed, would subject himself • 
to an attachipent, and be most certainly 
punished fora contempt of the juristliciion 
of that court. Was not then the House of 
Cormijoiis fully empowered to take steps 
against a solieitor wko*had proceeded to 
call j;.s Sjivaker to answer fi^r comluct 
lakei\ in obedience to its will, and which 
luat llouse had adjudged't*o be necessary , 
for the protection of its privileges ? Nlost 
undoubicdly it was, and as iif such a case 
tin- most correct lin^was to follow the 
conduct of lbeiran€e>t(>is,thc eiiforq^inent 
of suci) a rigiit m the present instance was 
mostodvisrtble. The next questiuq to be 
'considered was the peculiar situation in 
which the Speaker of that House was at 
p^'cseiit placed.. To maxy niembA's it 
appeaced a most monslromi novelty,* that 
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llie speaker of the House of Commons 
shouM be oblijied to appear in one of the 
courts below for an act which he had done 
ill pursuance of the 'orders^of thal|Housc. 
A novel proceeding it cert.iinly ^*as, for 
which there was no precedent; as to an 
action brought against the Speaker, the 
instances were rare. Yet loonstroiis as it 
appeared to some, and novel a^ it ir.ust 
seem to all, it his firm persuasion that 
the Speaker ought to appear and pot in 
his plea to the 'action. Such course was 
open to him wiihout the sl^;htest appre¬ 
hension of his surrendering in the remotest 
degree the privileges of iliut House, and 
such cofirse the House could adopt, ab 
though Jt had determined to commit the 
solicitor. As an illiistradon of.that opi¬ 
nion, he v\onld suppose the ca5e of an in¬ 
dividual committed by the court of chan¬ 
cery for coiiremptj* whose .solicitor had iii- 
stiiuied an .iction m a court of law for 
f.ilse imprisonment against the chancellor. 
Winn were t!ic steps which it must be 
])resuined the loid chantelh>r would nu- 
der Mich . circmystances take ? For inrn- 
sclf he would say, that if such a proceed¬ 
ing h<ui occuircd when he liad the hommr 
of holding the great s<'al in Ireland, he 
would have ccitainiv felt it his bounden 
duty, nmler the iuri.>diriion of his own 
court, to coniinii the .solicitor, and to ap¬ 
pear m the cum t oi law to put lu his plea.’ 
For unless siicii a course wasadopted, how 
was it po.s-iible tor the courts bi»!ow to be 
apprised of the n.itdiv of the oasc.?-—how 
was it puhsildc for ihei# to inform tiiem- 
selves of those# fiicl.s, without!*the. know¬ 
ledge of v\hielilhey could jiot know whe¬ 
ther tliejnjury cuinpliiu/d of was’com-^ 
•nilted inn piivate nr public capticily ? 
With rJapect to iliat House, •gn-eiiig to 
resolutions in the shape of [)i'ohibitions to 
the courts of law not to entertaia c,iUses 
ill which its pnvil^*ges were involved, 
such a course was tf ooinplelc novelty, on 
which hecr^iid not be <‘.\peclcd«lecidedly 
to pronounce ; inasmuch as in the w'boJe 
-^course of reading and of pr.iciici*, he had 
nevci’ mctw'ilh such a precedent. It was ne¬ 
cessary that courts hliould be iiitormed 
of the nature of the* ^*oi t'«;ding. The dil- 
iicuUy.was as to the m.umer of making 
the comuiuhicniion. bhoujd the Speakci; 
w'rite; If he did so, anil were he (Mr. 
Ponaonby) a judgii, prciiding in the court 
where the process was iii.st.ituted, without 
meaniiig any personal dwrcspcct to the 
SpeakeVi he would most certainly take n« 
uuticc of the letle*, nor triSat it in that court 
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with the smallest respect If, then, there 
was no proper mode of proceeding, either 
by prohibition from that House, or by no¬ 
tification from the Speaker, how else wa« 
the House to proceed for the information 
of the courts of law, except by authorising 
his appearance ? For, surely, to leave the 
court of. law in ignorance of the nature of 
the case, and afterwards to find fault and 
tpiarroi wuh proceedings which that court 
might allow, from the want of the inform- 
alion^uicli the Speaker could give, would 
be an extreme exercise of*the power of 
that House—a stretch of its privileges, 
which, with some justice, might subject 
them to nhe severesie reprobation of the 
people. Upon every view of the case, it 
was his opinion that the Speaker should 
plcnij, and that the pica should btate, that 
the act of which thc*plainlill‘ complained 
was (lone in obedience to the orders ul»lhe 
Ilou.se of Commons*and that there existed 
in jin other court a power to relieve him. 
If after that appearance was made, and 
such information was communicated, 
court of la w should st ill think proper to pro¬ 
ceed, by such act it would, to liis view, 
most certainly txcced i's jurisdiction—>it 
would CO Inr beyond the limit.s of its au-» 
tlioriiy and power : but, indeed, he could 
not bring him^elf to conceive that any 
c viistituuonal tribunal of the laud, that any 
judge would venture—venture, he would 
not s.iy, because he could not imagine 
that tho-<e placed in sucii wise and ele¬ 
vated siluatioiiipcouid, under any circuit 
stances, be guilty of that whioli would 
most ceilainly amount lo if i;ios> derelic¬ 
tion of their duly—a gro.-.N j.ansgTCSsion of 
the law of the land. Eoiiuch a conse- 
ijiieuct; he could not anticipate, ^eling* 
ihe coiiiidcmce he did tii the learning, the. 
w isdom, and the purity of the legal iribu- 
nal.s of the countj-y. Nor would he re¬ 
strict that confidence to the courts of law ^ 
but would extend it most anxiously to the 
good sense and observation of the country 
at iar^e. Should events unfortunately 
pro\ e that he had been mistaken in the de- 
pciWcnt’c*that he had placed upon the 
nation’s sense—should it, or any con.side- 
rable portion of it continue to be impressed 
wall the fallacioift thought that the pos- 
i&sSionofthe privileges •f the Houw of 
Commons w'erc fatal to the liberties of the 
pt,(,ple—should it exert itself for the per¬ 
nicious purposLsof undermining those pri- 
* vileges, tiien rfiost certainly Ihe people of 
England tyould be greatly and fatally 
misled. It wasyiot because tho vote of 
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^at Houaej upon this or that public m«a< ‘ upon himself to that even in fut^e 

•ure, was opposed to wish and opinion successions of that family a prince 
of the people ; it was not because tlieir not appear jealous of the influence of Aa 
representatives had evinced a conduc peopl(]f and anxiout to destroy Hheir 
which the constituent body at large dis- weigh^ in the constitutional balance. Un* 
approved; it was not because some of der such a sUte of events, to whom could 
their decisions could not be detended, that the people look for protection and sup- 
the power of tlic ('omnions of Engird port ^ What branch of the constitution 
should be then curlailed. No; they were could tjiey depend upon for .a successful 
to be defended even under sbeh circum- resistance to the encroachment, that 
atancL's, because a blow aimed at them, threatened their liberties with extinction f 
even in (hat House of Commons, ^Would To the House of Comm(|U3 in the full pos- 
aflect and overthrow its privileges, and session of those privileges, the efficacy of 
with them the people's liberties through which the rash and the deluded would novr 
every (succeeding parliament. But it wish to diminish ? Was it not the House 
might be contended tliat the ‘possession of Commons, supported by the voice of 
and exercise of such privileges as that the nation, that re'iisted successfully the 
recently questioned was too great and tj^rannic. encroachments of the Stuarts, 
too dangerous to be continued in any and ultimately dethroned that family. 
House of Commons; They were, how- when it was found impossible to induce 
evf’r, borne in periods of bar history in them to desist from their arbitrary pro* 
which the people of England were most ceedings ? Never was there propagated 
high mettled, and jealous of the slightest doctrine more pernicious and delusive 
invasion of their llbe'.ties. Tljey were ad- h;ui that which went to alienate from that 

* mitted in some of the best periods of our House the popular confidence, in order to, 
hrstory, when many oC our ablest prede- give it to the crown, l^ue it might be, 
cessors were engaged in arduous contests bat from acts of that House the confidence 
for the rights of the people. It was sin- )f the nation was shaken—true it mi^ht 

■ cerely to be hoped that the people would he, that it was considered rather the in* 
continue to respect them, inasmuch as ‘trument of the minister than the organ 
they were the best barriers of protection if the public voice, (an opinion which be 
%o their own most valuable interests. For considered pressed too far in this countiy) 
in that House ought (he people to expect even under all these admissions, it was 
and to it they should look for security and lot upon the crown that he could be in¬ 
protection. There was a i^ew doctrine uced to-depend for the preservation of 
afloat, and estrange direction given to the he people’s rights. * If the grievances of 
popular hope* Whilst their feelings were which the countv/ complained were to be 
estranged from thu Commons, the people of .ttributed ‘ to the constuiction of that 
T'ugland were directed to look to the crown louse, let that constructiBn be altered, if 
for the guardianship of their rights. . he nation wishefi and demandedjt. But 
Wh^! the crown protect the liberties of 1 whilst it was necessary that a discretionary 

• the Eiiglish' people ? Attached as he was power should exist, where, he ask^d, could 
to a limited monarchy, he would contend, U be entrusted witli more safety, than to 
there never was, during the whole period the representatives of the people of Eng- 

our history, a monarch, except the vir- land ? But then it had been contended, 
tuous monarch, now upon the throne of that though there wa& no'objection to con- 
these realms, who ever loved a House of cede a discretionary power tq that House, 
Commons— there never was a king,^vith yet its exercise should be limited. Was 
the same exception, who was not an enemy then the court ofKing^s Bench, or was 
to public liberty. He founded tnis opihion public opinion, to be the standard of«regu- 
iipon no invidious comparisons of one reign fating to what extent the pt»wer should be 
with another. It was human tiature ; and Exercised? If the Bench was to 

there never yet lived tfie man who loved possess the power of trying the legality of 
that power, Which acted as a confl'oul its privileges of commitment! for libel, it 
upon his wishes and his passions. Th^t wOuld be invested with the power of bfjng 
the familytof Brunswick would long con- the judge of every privilege of that 
tinne to support these principles, for the There could be no limitation. The V£ry 
defence of which the peopfe of this king-*H right of holding a plea fnthe.casp^of libel 
dbm placed them/m the throne, all were^hwouid constitute the right of trying 
ready to believe. Bat ^vho would take extent of privilege in any oUujr jcaae. 
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,;gtoppos^a^n(ui waa committed for strik¬ 
ing and violently assaulting the Serjeant 
«t ArnUf or anySaessenger of the House in 
•l&e execution of their duty^ and that fhr 
such breach of privilege ihcommiled him. 
He brings hU action in a court af law; 
nothing can prevent him, and the court 
ttmst hold plea, opoii the principle, that it 
Jiad interfered before in the ca-^e of libel, 
and that it must now see whether the 
House of Commons had the power to do 
the act* or not. In such case whai be¬ 
came oftlic pu^legcs of the Common*^ of 
England ? Agaiii>7-was public opinion to 
be the criteiion for limiting their exercise. 
Set up ^uch a standard, and friiicy, if you 
.can, the mi'^chiefs which would most in¬ 
fallibly be the consequence. 'J’hcn wopld 
you place tlie privileges of this Mouse at 
the mercy of contending factions; both 
bidding against v^ch other at this auction 
of popularity, until privilege and liberty 
fell a sacrifice to their sclGsh'and unprin¬ 
cipled objects. One democracy of faction 
Would be destroyed only to be succeeded 
by a worse; extinction of all order and 
all virtue would follow in their train, ulti¬ 
mately to secure the absolute rule of a 
single individual. Let the country re¬ 
member the miseries under which, from 
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and what is more galliij^ and more ag¬ 
gravated, she is doomed so- to suAvt on- 
pitied, unregretted and unrelieved. 

Mr. Adam expressed his intention not 
to trespass at any length upon theatientiou 
of the House, after the sound, constitu¬ 
tional, and eloquent speech which he bad 
just heard from his right hon. fr^nd ? 
fhere was not, either in his pvinciples, 
doctrines, ^or illuatraiiona, a single point 
that did not come home to his mind, with 
feelii^ and conviction. Before the motion 
was put, he was anxious (although it 
might be impossible to prevent the pro¬ 
ceeding in the present case) to inipre.ss 
upon the House the necessity of coming 
to a decTaratioii; which w'ould, in Uinnic, 
f^ive prorectioii to the privileges of the 
House, which must otherwise according to 
tijo course now proposed, be deeply injured 
by not bciiij^ asserted.—He felt that the 
House could only make use of such ptiwers 
possessed, but those powers it was 
bcMucI to use in the Grst instance, ntid try 
tluir efficacy. They had proved efficient 
hitherto, and surely we were not to cau« 
jeeture without trial, that they vrtTuld 
prove inefficient now. They had checked 
suitors in holding plea, where our privi¬ 
leges were concerned. The means wliiciw 


such causes, it once suffered. Let it re¬ 
member the recovery it has had: ^et it 
remember that period of its history when, 
in the reign of the first Charles, that un¬ 
happy prince was reduced by the consti¬ 
tutional exertions of the HousA of Coin- 
muns'to desist, in a great degree, from his 
arbitrary acts of prero^tive, the .sa¬ 
lutary prnspedt presented itself of a free 
and legitimate government. From what 
causesVas it that silcb exertions proved 
ftbortiitfi ? It was because a faction sprung 
up in that House and in this dbunlry, wffio 
arrogating to themselves all the patriotism 
and public spirit in the nation, misrepre¬ 
sented, defamed, end crushed the wise 
and honest men Sill parties—a faction 
who posseted great talents buf no virtues 
—with purity in their mouths, but«pro- 
fligacy in their hearts—who talked of li- 
berly but meant despotism, w'ho sought 
the Lord butTound a crown. If England, 
with the example all ftA-rner ages be¬ 
fore Let, tynd particularly with the awful 
example of such a calamitous visitation, 
fhall be so iuraiiiated as to reiap«e *into 
such dangerous and deiubWe errors, then I 
pronounce that she is doomed to suffer 
inore*grievoul t:alamitietf than has evc^ 
▼ek bifallcn any nation upon the earth* 
yoL. xvif. “ • 


the House used had produced the same 
.control on those who attempted to carry 
on proceedings in defiance of the pri¬ 
vileges of the House, which courts of Jaw 
produce to attain the enforcement of their 
judgments j and, on the same principle, , 
a moral acquftscence from an apprehen¬ 
sion of suffering under a physical torce.— 
Mr. Adam said; that, unch^terred by any 
unpopularity that might follow from it, he 
still felt it his duty to cling to the ancient 
practice of that House, and to avow that, 
ill his opinion, it was incumbent ^ it to 
call the solicitor to the bar, and on finding 
that he was the in<h»rsev of the notice, to 
commit him : then to come to resoJutioQs 
I respecting our privileges, and make it ap- 
paient, that we continue to support and 
niMutain them. Such a course might not, 
in that stage of the business, prevent tha 
aci^ion goring on ; but it would secure the 
_ privileges of the House. Were that mea- ^ 
sure adopted, things would be as correct 
as possible up td the present period, and 
\\i 1 i proceeding be regular*and orderly.— 
He therefore called on those who had taken 
*thc lead in this busincsss on the Com-^ 
mittcc, on its <;haiTmaD, and the right 
hon.*thechatfcellcr of tiic exchequer; to 
adopt this course, as that which 
d S 



OpiJ DEBATES, Mxt 11, 1810.—.nwwiiflgi mpectkig 


been the practi^ ; as most eScctua! to its 
ends; amt at all events, aline of proceed¬ 
ing, which would show that the privileges 
of the House were asserted : whereas the 
mode pursued, of resolving in the first in¬ 
stance to plead to the action, WciS a virtual 
abandonment of them. , 

-The Vkancdlor qf the Exchequer declared, 
that the general tenor of the eloquent 
speech of the right hon. gent, opposite was 
such that he should be sorry by recurring 
to any irritating subject, to interrupt the 
impression which that speech must neces¬ 
sarily have made on the House. He could 
not refrain from repeating his regret, that 
iu a case in which the right hon. gent, 
himself conceived that tHe rights and pri¬ 
vileges of the House were at stake, he ab¬ 
stained from lending his assistance to the 
Committee in order that they might ar¬ 
rive at a right conclusion. The righthon. 
geitc, had talked of thf unfortunate situa¬ 
tion in which the House stood. Whafin- 
fortunate situation ? Only that situaAon 
to which it must be" necessarily exposed 

• on every exercise of its privileges, how¬ 
ever moderate. The mere temporary im¬ 
prisonment of a member, for the purpoac 
of bringing him to the bar to receive a 

* reprimand, would form as good a ground 
for an action as the rash step (as the right 
hon. gent, termed it) which he had advised* 

House to adopt with respect to sir F. 
Burdett. Besides, could any one who 
had observed the subsequent conduct of 
that hon. bart. doubt, that if .he had been 
brought to the bar to be reprimanded, in¬ 
stead of haying been sent to the Tower, 
he would have preferred an action against 
the Speaker for ordering him into custody, 
or that he would, when at the bar, have so 
^insulted the dignity of the House, as to 
.drive Vhem to the adoption of the severer, 
measure ? With what justice, therefore, 
could it be said that the House had been 


—he was confident that no authority, fio 
judge in the land, when he learned that it 
was a question in wl\ich the privileged pf 
the House of Commons were implicated, 
would determine upon it. He entertained 
no app'iehenSton, therefore, that either the 
dignity or privilege of the House of Com¬ 
mons was endangered. The law prescribed 
the course which ihe House ought to pur¬ 
sue, andfwhich they might therefore tread 
without danger. After alluding to the 
precedent of sir F. Pemberton and Sir T- 
Jones, he adverted to the statement mads 
by his hon. friend, namely, that a letter 
might be written by the Speaker to the 
Lord Chancellor, on which the Cbaticellor 
would necessarily issue a writ ofsupersedas, 
A'though he riiuld not admit that*Lhis al¬ 
ternative of his non. friend was so absurd^ 
as it was asserted to be, yet as such a mea¬ 
sure would be elFective. only duiing the 
session, he must allow, that the proceeding 
would be of too limitted a nature for the 
House to adopt. He, and those who acted 
with him, had been thought deficient in 
their duty for not having recommended 
the commitment of the solicitor. For hit 
part, iie thoi''.ilu it wise in the House not 
to avail itself ibr that purpose of the un¬ 
precedented and unnecessary notice which 
had been sent to the Speaker. If tho 
House had cmnmiLted the solicitor by 
whom that notice was sent, which they 
had an unquestionable right to do, was it 
not probable that another solicitor would 
have bcch appointed,, who would not have 
sent a notice, but would have brought an 
action ? Would tlfc House have committed 
him for that ? How could they distinguish 
whether that action was preferred against 
the Speaker in ffoblic nr in ^'private^. 
capacity. If they had asked thlmlicitor,, 
he would pi'obnbly have answered that the 
interests of his client required secrecy. 
Would the House have committed him on 


brought into unheard of and unspeakable that statement } if tjiey^had done so, he 
calamity and distress? If there were any thought they would'have acted rashly. It 
imbecility in their privileges, he did not was in the anticipation thetefore of all 
regret that that imbecility bad been ^is- those diificulties, that the commitment ef 
covered at a time when they wpuld have the solicitor had not. been recommended, 
ample opportunity either to consider'the Those who had told him^ that he*was 
mode of protecting the rights which they wrong in advising the commitment of sir 
bad, or the constitutional means of ac- F.BurdeUwiChoutfofih^eingthathe*would 
wiring the power to pfbtect them. He resist the warrant, could surely pot censure 
deprecated; therefore, such an emphasis on .him for not havingadvised the commitment 
the difficulty of the rituatien in which thq of fhe solicitor. Besides, in that case ihe 
House was placed, confident that the House would have to commit the barrister. 
House had "not exercisedta right which If one barrister was committed another 
they did notpossess—he VVaa confident f might be found; for iiotMiig need be done 
(haithfty had^ajceededtliei(privilege by theparties,butiowfUijiUbeandofth«> 
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icfMi'on, \^heo they would be at liberty to 
proceed. By ^y such coinmitnients 
thereCbre, the House would only have 
shdwii their resentment without being able 
to vindicate their privilege*. Th^ open¬ 
ness with which he found it necessttry to 
speak on these subjects, induced him once 
more to lament that the hon. gentlemen 
opposite felt such an alienation to an ap¬ 
proach to their political adversaria, even 
on a subject of Such general interest, that 
they would not join them in llie commit¬ 
tee in which it ctuld be so much better 
discussed. With respect to the proposi¬ 
tion recommended by his hon. friend who 
had imm^^tely preceded him, he thought 
that the House would do well to adopt the 
motion 4>efore them in preference to iU; 
and adverting to the assertion of the noble 
lord who had spoken early in the debaic, 
that this course novel in principle, he 
positively denied that assertion. That the 
llouse did not always feel themselves 
called upon to be vindicators of their own 
authority was established by numerous 
precedents. It was a mutter entirely of 
discretion. WhAn a Habeas Corpus was 
moved the persons w^ere brought up under 
it, because until the return made to the 
writ, the judges could not ascertain the 
cause of commitment. Such persons were 
however invaiiably remanded. If •the 
solicitor knew the cause of the commit¬ 
ment of his client, which he unquestion¬ 
ably must, he was subject to commitment 
himself for the proceeding. There was 
no instanca, however, he believed, in 
which such a commitment [ud taken 
place, but thei% were many instances in 
which it had not taken place. He main¬ 
tained llftit there was Ao more reason for 
^ommitt^g the solicitor in the case under 
discussion, than there was for (ominitiing 
a solicitor who had sued out a writ of Ha¬ 
beas Corpus on an individual committed 
to his knowledge for^a breach of the pri¬ 
vileges of the tlouse* of Commons. In 
both oases the Houses might if they chose 
exercise the privilege of commitment, ;*nd 
both cases it wa.s perfectly in their dis- 
cretibn to abstain from it. He congratu¬ 
lated the House that on the present ques¬ 
tion there appearef>#ery little likelihood 
of anydiffet^nce of opinion. He rejoiced 
particularly that on the part of the subject* 
upon which he had apprehended the gre*at* 
CSC difference, there seemed a general 
concurrenceof sentiments. He bad feared 
that ttiose who Cvere impressed with the 
naccssify of carrying the privileges of th^ 
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House with a high hand, would have been 
inclined to proceed to extremities, which 
he was glad to find they did not ploposd. 

Mr. Fontotti^ explained. He should 
always think that the right hon. gent., by 
inducing the House to exercise their pru 
yilege of commitment in a case which did 
not call for it, had put the House in an 
unTorlun&te situation. He could never 
think any situation so unfortunate as when 
a considerable portion of the people di»« 
3puroi|pd of their proceedings. 

Mr. C, IV, Wym an'eed most folly in 
ever}' thing that bad fallen from bis right 
hon. friend (Mr. Ponsonby). He held it 
to be the ^uty of that House to follow up 
the stops whioh had tfeen trodden by its 
predecessors. He should be for commit¬ 
ting aiiv solicitor, whom he could collect 
from circumstances to be apprised of his 
being engage^ in bringing an action 
against the Speakeg in violation of the 
prirflegcs of that House. This was his 
npiAion; arid, however unpopular’it might 
be, he shoidd be asRamed if he could 
abandon his duty, or hesitate to declare |t. 

Sir S. Romiiiy, after the part he had 
taken in the former discussions upon this 
subject, could not suffer the present ques¬ 
tion to go to a vote without saying a few 
words, to state shortly his opinion respect¬ 
ing certain doctrines which had been ad¬ 
vanced in the course of that night’s disf 
cussion. On the question he had no 
doubt whatever; as, in his opinion, the 
Speaker and Serjeant ought to appear to 
the actions brought against them. Hf 
was sensible that the question svas of that 
kind which rendered unanimity in that 
House most desirable. But it was not the 
duty of any man, in order to obiain such 
unanimity, to sacrifice his .opinion and* 
his conscience. It was nut his inSntiox 
to go into the vaiious topics which had 
been so ably touched upon by his right 
hon. friend (Mr. Ponsonby) this ni^tf 
and by his hon. and learned friend (Mr, 
Adam) in a former de bate. Both differed 
from him in their opinions on this subject;' 
and though he had considered himself 
called upon on a former night to stale his 
sentiments more at large, in order to pre¬ 
vent that House from coming to what he 
looked upon as a* wrong decision, he did 
nat*think it necessary on shat occasion to 
plead the cause of parties litigating % 
question with that House, l^e presehl 
question was diflereht; and if he tfas dis¬ 
posed* not to ^ into it, he 
tirm, that i^ was (lot in gonsoquofU^eof tho 
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ddctrin^s he bad%eard advanced, but be¬ 
cause the present state of the business did 
not tall for it. He would confess, how¬ 
ever, that he did not entertain the opinion 
that the privileges of that House ought not 
to bo brought into discussion in the courts 
of law. lie would readily admit that the 
privileges of parliament were a part 
the law of the land, and had been as such 
rcco*»nisiid and acted upon in the courts of 
lavv.° 11c would admit that that House had 
power to commit for a breach of its firivi- 
leges, as he had before stated; but he enter¬ 
tained sofnedoubtsas to the existenceof cer¬ 
tain legal rights, which had been construed 
to flow from this r^eht pf conwnirmt-nt. 
As to the question before the House, there 
was in appearance a desire that someilting 
should be said us to the kind of p'ca which 
should be put in. But he could not col loci 
wh^t plea was intended to be .*iet up, nor did 
he understand the Iloitsc to have decid‘*d 
upon it. fR* conceived the objcf;ticn 
rally meant to be mede against proceed¬ 
ing with the acticjrt to be, that llic Speak^ir 
and {Serjeant, because they had severally 
acted a» JS‘,caker and officer of that Hou.se, 
in execution of itserd *, could not be sued 
in an action consistently u ith the privi- 
Mc^rcs of that House. To him the possi- 
biiiLy of such a plea v as very ci* er. He 
could not ejksiiy tuat tho ?p(;al;er, act¬ 
ing implicitly ij» coui’or.oity to the order 
of that H>;u couhi very eond^tt■lllly 
make U'=^c of - ucli a plea; hot be could not 
ej^iiaHy saiijiy hbi-^elf that the Serjeant 
at Arms could avail hiiusclf of the same 
ploa. As Mdl as he ea^fd collect from 
such iiifoiT.u.d' a as gentlemen generally 
had upon su.' u f,ubjccis, the charge against 
the Sorjcvinl was not lli.it, u«; an ofticcr of 
'that ligiise, Lc had acted by its authority, 
but that he had executed the wanani 
committed to him in un unwarrHiiiahle 
manner. Though the execution of the 
vhtrrant simply might not he cognizable 
in a court of law, without a violation of 
privilege, yet the manner of execupng 
that warrant might. The warrant might 
be legal, and yet the officer Itigallyce- 
sponsible for the muJe of executing it; as 
there might be some doubts as to the le¬ 
gality of executing it in a particular mode. 
It did not appear to him how it could«be 
put on the record :hat he had acted ns the 
o^cer of that House, in bar of an action* 
Ibr frbat he*had done iu executing its war¬ 
rant. He felt all that had 4>eea urged in 
ihe^dpet^ines advanced that day, that the 
• |HriVilegfe6W jdiat HOUce cquld nbt be qu^s- 
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tinned in the courts of law. But he Woufti' 
beg of gentlemen to remetpber what were 
the privileges of the other House of par- 
liafnentf to bear in mind that they rtere* 
contending theif For the privileges of ano- 
iher branch of the legislature, which hatT 
no common feeling op common interest 
with the ptople, as much as for their own. 
It was afl extremely dangerous doc rine to 
maintain that wha-.ever was done aidainst 
the privileges of cither House Parlia¬ 
ment was to be arbitrarily puni'vhed W'llh- 
out appeal or legal investigation, because 
the privileges of nei her House were to be 
questioned in a court of law. He would 
repeat, hai wa- a most dang-^feos doc¬ 
trine, and contrary to the princi^ples of 
Brttish layv; and in proof of this, he would 
suppo.'.e an extreme case. He would sup- 
1 ,o.‘'P either House i«' pass a resolution re- 
P ricting a man from fhet exercise of a 
legal right If ll.ai indivalual were to be 
a bnrariiy commilted for acting upon a 
right sanctioned by law, would gentlemen 
think such -m exercise of privilege was to 
he defended ? Yet, improbafde as this case 
vv.H, it was a case that actually had hap¬ 
pened, and at no very distant period, in 
the parliament oi’ Ireiand, now consoli¬ 
dated with the parhainent td ihia country. 
That parihiineii voted any man who 
shoifld demand or be loncerned in pro¬ 
secuting a suit fer ilie it eovery of tythes 
in agis'inent, an eut-niy to ins country. 
Was such, a resolution to be raaintained 
as a privilege, ».hen*it went directly to 
ileprive th** siibji^^t of his h^garrights and 
umhnibted' -property ? Thf case was an 
extreme one, and not likel y to occur aeain; 
hut it had occuned rfnire,und migjjt ugvuii 
"in the variations of times and circuni-g 
Stances, iti tlien* privileges wer^ not to 
be discussed in couits of justice, how did 
it happen that persons committed by the 
House were brought up on a writ of Ha¬ 
beas Corpus to the ,ciAirts of law, where 
the judgfv ascertained the aytlj'.rity for 
corqmitnient, before he.-remanded the 
party ? What had been the opinion of lord 
Kenyon, a peerof the realm, when he qi^de 
a lone argument in ins couct on the sub¬ 
ject?" As to jvhat hj(J been said resoect- 
ing the analogous practice of the jL-ourts 
of law in commitments for coTitcmpts, he 
could sec nothing in that. When it was 
stated thit a person imprisoned for a con¬ 
tempt could have no redress, he must say, 
that if such weiie the cas^, thero would be 
end of all Jurisdiction. Mis right hon. 
friend (Mr..Ponaonby), ibr-whoae opinion 
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lA had *the highest respect, and whdse learned friend to say, tut he wished to- 
honest, manly, and independent public support the privileges of the House; yet 
C 9 ffduct entitled him to the gratitude of his arguments were employed not to dp* 
his eountry, had stated what he would have hold those privileges, but to subvert tbeiW. 
done if a solicitor had bTbught m action The argument of his hon. and learned 
against him for any judicial ac% if he friend not only went this length, but it 
were chancellor. When he considered went to the subverting of all co*ordinate 
the situation which his right hon. friend jurisdictions, and of all nncontipuled 
had filled, be must be disposed to defer to dower.' A respectable author (Dr. I^ley) 
bis opinion; but they were all equalised had laid down, that there coaid not be 
in that House, *and it was his duty to state a series of appeals. If there were, in the 
his own opinior^ He could state a num- end, jhey must do barm to the govern* 
her of cases where persons committed for ment. If there was no coyrt or other ju* 
contempt by one court had been brought risdiction uncontrouled, ihero could be no 
up to another, who, upon consideration of human legislation. With certain limita- 
theircase^hadbeen liberated. Heshould lions this was a power which must exi^. 
more particularly allude to that case which He pressed on the (ftuse to be extremely 
contrilTuted more than any other to ihe guarded how it allowed any unusual in¬ 
assertion and liberty of the subject in this trusion oil its privileges to be committed 
country, he meant the case of Penn and at such a ‘moment. The only thing for 
Mead, two Quakers, who had been tried in them to do, .was simply to let the judges 
the reign of Charles 2, for being present of the courts kuoti;that this was not fftead- 
at an illegal assembly, and were acquitted wl'to because it was founded on a step 
by the jury ag.iii^t the direction of the pfoceedihg from the House of ^Commons, 
judge, the well-known judge Jeffery*. He was originally averse to the mode of 
The whole of the jmy were committed proceeding proposed, but the speech dP 
for a contempt, in having acquitted the his right hon. friend (Mr. Ponsonby},*had 
prisoners contrary to the direction, and, reconciled him to it. He was now only 
as it was said, against the evidence. They anxious that the House should not be mis'* 
were afterwards brought before Chief Jus- understood; and that it should be mau^ 
ticc Vaughan, who went into a long and fest to the courts ot law that this was a 
laboured argument to shew that he Imd ju- step taken by the House of Commons, 
risdiction, and cited various cases in proof .and thereiorc that the judges should pot 
of it, particularly the case of a man com- interfere. He was satisfied the learned 
mitted by sir Nicholas Bacon ^for a con- judges now presiding had too much 
tempt, who had 4)een released by the kuowiedg® of the law not to know that 
King'.'* Bench, becauqf the commitment they could not inierfore. • 

was for contepipt generally, without spe- 'ihe^i^or/^^GcTiero/didBOtwishtode- 
cifying the particular contempt t- There- tract any thing from the power amlju- 
fore t]jese analogies^proved little .for the ri.sdiction ol the courts of law; but still 
• argument in this case* But he was nOt when he considered the many cases hi 
desiroffs of saying much uj^jin this occa- whirh the ablest Judges of the ^urts v>f 
sion. Though he knew that any opl- Jaw allowed, that the privileges of parlia- 
nion of his was of little value to that ment were above their jurisdiction, he 
House, his opinion was of much value to could not believe that so many able and 
himself. He kne^,that the privileges of learned judges were all mistaken abuut 
that Housg were given and maintained for their jurUdiciion; and he therefore thought 
the benefit of the people. Undoubtedly that the privileges of that House had been 
they were; but if the time should* ever fil'inly recognized as the law of the llutd. 
cojne when the peoplc,insteatl of thinking to the opinions which had bcendelir** 
that thry were used for their protection, vered by sir F. Pemberton and sir T. 
.•should belie\e tljey werQ exercised .for Jones, ip the case which had been 
tbeijj oppres'^ion. Tie must say, that he often alluded tp, he undfcrstood their opi- 
should cbnsiJev that a most calamitous^ * 1 *°*'® he entirely as Icvthe fortn of fhtf 

situation for the House to he placed in. * plea. They did not ddhy that the mattet 

Mr! Windham understood his hon. and' of the plea would be a' complete defente, 

-- - - - - --- but they conceived that ^he plea had 

*»See Cobkett's State Trials, voL fi, not been aut'in aa the fonn of the law re- 
p. 911 , , • quired. *He could not agree With hia bra. 

t Ibid, Tol "6, pi 999. “ and llsanied friend ^sir % RomiUy)r tta 
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th« courts of U^’ c^uld ever take into 
tkeir consideration and judgment the ex¬ 
istence of the priTileges claimed by the 
House. The^ were the only judges of 
their own privileges, and their decision 
upon them was binding in a court of law. 
In this manner the judges must have con¬ 
sidered the law in many cases where writs 
of Habeas Corpus had been moved for thsp 
discharge of persons committed for vio¬ 
lating the privileges of that House. In 
all those cases, when the cause of commit¬ 
ment was set fbrtb, the prisoner wai' re¬ 
manded. Lor^ chief justice De Grey 
gave his opinion most decidedly to that 
eilect. If it were allowed that the House 
did possess the priv^eges which were 
called in question, it must also be allowed 
that they had the right of dcoiding on 
their privileges, aud their decision must 
be final and conclusive. It had been 
throw .1 out in the course of *this debate, 
that there was a considerable difibrence 
between the cases of the Speaker and cf 
the Serjeant at Arms, As the defence was 
committed to his hands, it would perhaps 
be expected that he should say something 
oil the subject. He felt not a doubt but 
that the judge on reading the Speaker’s 
{^lea would refuse to listen to the action, 
but be could not feel the same assurance 
as to tlie plea of the Serjeant, because 
there might be a doubt whether he had or 
had not overstepped his lawful authority 
in tlie manner of executing the warrant. 

Mr, IV. timiih entertained great doubts 
on/.^hat principle he could'sanciion the 
idea that there could be any power above 
the law. If gentlemen ^aid that they 
were bound by the law, by an act of the 
three estates—to that he agreed. But if 
they contended that we were bound by 
any thin'y short of that, he roust demur to 
the proposition. The change from trien¬ 
nial to septeanial parliaments he con¬ 
ceived to be one of the greatest infringe, 
meats on the liberty of the subject. If, 
therefore, that House had the power of 
protracting its own existence, and then cf 
dt^t'.rmining on its own privileges, the 
powers of parliament were more extensive 
than he had conceived them. Having 
said so much, he, however, agreed that 
it was fair that that House should enjoy 
the privileges tb^y (tad bad for ages pas?. 

Lord Miitm wished that the plea given 
in should be that which was calculated to 
hold the privileges of the .House at the 
highest possible )^mt, so as to 'hnake it ob- 
Tious, that ao questioa as to could 
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be entertained in a court of law. Hq wasi 
desirous instead ofenmloying the attorney 
general that it should be leflPto the Speaker 
himself to put in' the. plea, without the yi* 
terventiqj of anyvcounsel. 

The qrestion. That the Speaker and Sisr- 
jeant be allowed to appear and plead to 
'the action was then put and carried. 

Mr. D, Gidify said he had one other 
motion to make, to which he thought 
there could be no objection^ £ver^ gen^ 
tleman must know how safe their privi¬ 
leges would remain in tbd hands of theic 
Speaker, of whose zeal, experience, and 
ability, they had already bad such con¬ 
vincing proof j but, at the same^/jpie, in 
such a case as the present, he presumed 
the potion he had now to make >vould 
not te objected to. He then moved. That 
the Attorney General be instructed to de¬ 
fend the Speaker and Serjpaut against the 
said action.—Ordered. 

Mr. C. Wymi asked, if it was to be 
held out by the House, that any person 
might commence such suits at law against 
the privileges of the Commons of Great 
Britain, without suffering any punishment 
for their temerity; niid that the House 
was not now to act as it had done in all 
former instances. He alluded to a case in 
the only assembly which could bear any 
analogy to that House, the House of 
Peers, where no farther back than 'J8th 
November, 1768, in the case of Biggs 
against llcsse, an action was brought 
against a person acting by the authority 
of the House of Lords, ’and the House or- 
dered the plaintiff ^ud his solicitor to ap¬ 
pear, and committed them ^ the custody 
of the usher of the black rod, till they 
executed a release.of the action, < This 
was a rase not so strong as the present, ' 
and he w'ished to know if the practice was 
now to be ui.sconUnued? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer wa.s not 
prepared to give an opinion on a question 
of the kind, taking it as a general rule. 
The point would be open for the discre¬ 
tion of the House at any time when the 
case should again occur. As circum- 
stan':es stood, such a step did not appeVir 
to him to be at present necessary. 

Mr. ITtndAam''thouglit it would be pro¬ 
per to call the solicitor in this c^e to the - 
bar, lest, on any future occasion, if they 
acted'hp to the old practice, the person 
suing out the process might think he was 
treated with unbecoming harshness. 

‘Here the matter dropt, ffidre bein^ no 
question before the House. . 
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* [NaW Estibiatbs.] The House re> 
solved Itself int^ a CommiUee of Supply. 

Mr. proposed a vote of 1,165,000/. 
iTism 1 Id, for the ordinaries of the Jiavy. 

Sir Charles Pole asked, whether the pre¬ 
sent number of seamen, amouxfting to 
146,000 might not be reduced to 130,0(X) ? 
If such a reduction should be deemed eli¬ 
gible, he proposed that old seamen who 
had served from 18 to 20 years, Aould be 
discharged. He wished that these esti* 
mates had be^n referred co a select Com¬ 
mittee, as had \)een done sometimes, in 
order to ascertain with more exactness 
what reductions might be made. He 
found thty had considerably increased 
since last year upon the civil establish¬ 
ment 6f the navy. He contrasted the 
great advance which had takeA place in 
the salaries of the civil department, with 
the slow progress, and in some respects 
diminution ot the pay of the militaiy de¬ 
partment. As an instance, he mentioned 
the lieutenants of the isc and 2d rates, 
whose pay was 6s. a day in 1694, and was 
still the same, subject to tlie deduction of 
the income ta^ft The increase altogether 
in the civil department appeared to be 
500,000/. He thought the men engaged 
in harbour duty might be discharged. 
He also suggested that a saving might be 
made by reducing part of the press gangs. 

Mr. R. Ward was surprised that the 
hon. admiral should say, that there was 
an addition of 500,000/. on the civil de- 
paitmentofthe navy estimates above those 
of last yem. On the contrary, the addi¬ 
tion on the whole of thf estimates did not 
amount to niudh more than halt the sum. 
In a gieat many articles there was a con- 
•ideralite diminution* on account of sa 
many ^liips of the line having been 
lehinched last year, which re/tdered it un¬ 
necessary to build many more this year; 
there was also a diminution in the cxpence 
of the sea feiicible^ and in the article of 
transports. Tluie w\s so much additional 
business in*the civil service tli*at the in¬ 
crease of salary ivas nccessarv, hut tli8 in¬ 
crease here was not above 20,0(i0/. There 
waifalsn sou^ij advance in the office of the 
admiralty records, which had been ad¬ 
mirably resulaud hf the ejections of Mr. 

• Pindos. There was an increslse necessa¬ 
rily in the viCLUalhiig department, owing 
to thc*exf'ess in the army victaalliiig. 
He contended against the policx^ of reduc¬ 
ing the navy, which was at present in so 
much* splen^iA*, and which would, HeJ 
hope<L always be the terror of our-ont- 


mies. The fleets of ^>ain were in a 
dubious state, and the largest fleet might 
be raised at Antwerp...and this might be 
more dangerous than any other. %iere 
was an addition of enemies in the North, 
and it was necessary to have our fleets 
there to protect our trade. The fleet of 
Russia was increasing, and the fleet of 
tfWeden'might be turned against us, though 
there was sentiment of hostility from 
that country at present. The Danish 
fleet was aUo to be considered. All these 
considciations shewed thu necessity of 
keeping up the English fleet. We most 
be able to cope with the navies of the 
whole world. Besides those regularly 
employed, there' ou^t to be a body of 
reserve; the advantages of which had 
been already felt, in the case of the Co¬ 
penhagen expedition, in the facility with 
which ships b^d been sent to the Tagus, 
and in bringing ^ the army of sfr J, 
M<fore. The possibility of a rupture with 
Afherica, tvas also to be considered, though 
he did not know That there were any 
symptoms of that at present. In every* 
view it was proper to keep up the esta¬ 
blishment. 

Captain Parker was adverse to the re¬ 
duction of the harbour duty men, and to* 
the discharge of old seamen. It might 
•be very injurious to the service. The. im¬ 
press was serviceable, not only in procur¬ 
ing men, but in preventing desertion. 

Lon] Cochrane rose and said: Sir; In- 
di<tposition .has prevented me from sub¬ 
mitting to the consideration of this Hou^, 
those matters respecting wfficfi I bad given 
notice, and the same cause has disabled 
me ftom payiig that attention to the Navy 
Estimate, which 1 should hare done, and 
which I might have done, had t^ csti^ 
mate, completed in Feb. 7, been printed- 
and delivered to us in proper time, instead 
of a few days ago, for which, howevci, I 'tup- 
pose, there was some weighty reason. 
withstanding these disadvantages, enough 
will probably appear, to shew the nature 
of *tlie thing, and first, as to the manifest 
injustice pf the pension list.—An admiral^ « 
worn out in the set vice, is superannuated 
at 410/. a year, a captain of the navy at 
219/.; while the^ ejerk of the ticket office 
j-elires on 70()/.l-The witjow of admiral 
sir*Andrew Mitchell ha« Ane third of the 
allow’ance to the widow of a conmiia- 
s*(»rier ot the navy,—Marth^, widow of 
admiial Bcujwasier, 7 5/.Mary Ham¬ 
mond, i *CQmmis.sioDer's widow, SOOL 
Elisabeth; wiaew of ^ptatu Blake, 00/.; ' 
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900 Z.^Fmir daughters «f the gallant 
captain Courtenay, 12^. fOs.each; daugh¬ 
ter of admiral sir Andrew Mitchell, 25/.; 
two daaghten of admiral Epwort, 25/. 
each ; daughter of admiral Keppel, 25/.; 
Elizabeth, daughter of cap'tain Mann, who 
was killed in «action, 25/.; four children 
of admiral Moriarty, 25/ each.-»Thus tS 
daughters of admirals er capts^ns, several 
of whose fathers fell in the service of the 
country, receive from the gratitude pf the 
nation a sum Jess than dame Mary Sax- 
Ion, the widow of a commissioner.-—This 
pension list is not formed on comparative 
rank or merit, length of services, or any 
rational principle, iS^it appears lo be de¬ 
pendant on parliamentary indaence alone; 
for lieutenant Ellison, who lost his arm, is 
allowed 91/. 5s.; and captain Johnson, 
who lost his arm, has'only 4^/. 12s. 6d.— 
Ueutenant Arden, whn lost his avm, has 
01/. 5s.; lieutenant Campbell, lost hisleci;i 
lias40/.; an<l poor lieut.ChamWrSjWlioIbst 
both his legs, has only 80/. while sir A. 
"S. Hammond retires on 1,500/. per ann. 
—*l'he brave sir Samuel Hood, who lost 
bis arm, 500/.; while the late secretary 
to the Admiralty retires, in full health, 
'with a pension of 1,500/.—To speak 
lets in detail, 92 flag officers, 22 cap^ 
tains, '50 lieutenants, 180 masters 96* 
anrgeons, 23 pursers, 91 boatswains, 97 
gunners, 202 carpenters, 41 cooks, cost 
the country, 4,028/. less than the net- 
proceeds of the sinecures of. lord Arden, 
20,358/1 ; Camden, 20,5^6/.; Bucking¬ 
ham, 20,d!>3/.—All the superannuated 
«dmira]s, captains and'lieutenants, have 
but 1,012/. more than earl Camden’s si- 
oacure.—All that is paid to all the 
'wounc^ officers of the British navy and < 
’to the wives and children of those dead or 
killed in action, does not amount, by 
214/., to as much as lord Arden’s sine¬ 
cure alone, 20,358/.—What is paid to 
the mutilated officers themselves, 11,408/. 
16s. is but half as much.—Is this jus¬ 
tice / Is this the treatment which *thc 
officers of the navy deserve at |he hands 
of those who call themselves his Majes¬ 
ty’s government ? does the couniry know 
m this injustice ? Will this too be defend- 
411? Ifl express myself with warmth J! 
trust in the indulgence of the House; 1 
eunnot suppress my feelings. Should 
thirty one* commissionevs, commissioners 
wives, and ^clerks, havn,9y899/. more 
among limn, thaasUl the 'woundad of-^ 
fficeri of tbo oavy of England 1 find. 
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upon examination, tbattbn WelleUeysTt- 
ceive from the public 94,]2ft/.«a sum e^nal 
to 426 pair of lieufcenaiHa’Wa, calculmed 
at the rate of allowance w lieutepahn 
Chamb^’* leg^^Calculatiag by the pen¬ 
sion foe captain Johnson’s arm, via. 45/*, 
lord Arden’s sinecure is equal to the va¬ 
lue of 1022 captain’s arms.—The mar¬ 
quis of Buckingham’s stnecuro alone, ia 
the net,*will maintain the whole ordinary 
establishment of the victualling depart¬ 
ments at Chatham, Dover, Gibraltar, 
Sheerness, Downs, Helig4laQd,Coi'k, Mal¬ 
ta, Mediterranean, Cape of Good Hope, 
Rio de Janeiro, and leave 5,466/. in the 
treasury.—.—Two of these pQi^fortable 
sinecures, would victual the officers and 
mrn serving in all the ships in ordinary 
in Great Britain ; viz. in 117 sail of the 
line, 105 frigates, 27 sloops, 50 liulks/ 
—Three of them would maintain the 
dock yard establishments at Portsmoutli 
and Plymouth; and, by the addition of a 
few more, would amount to as much as 
the whole ordinary establishments of the 
royal dock yards at Chatham, Wool¬ 
wich, Deptford, and Sheoraess; and the 
sinecures and offices executed wholly by 
deputy would more than maintain the or¬ 
dinary establishment of all the royal dock 
yards in the kingdom. To return to this 
pension list : 1 observe that pensions 

given by the Whigs to comnsissioners, 
clerks, and others, whom they forced out 
to make room for tl)eir friond.s, amounted 
in 13 mohths, to abo^it 1,508/. more than 
the present administration have, by this 
list, given Away di nearly three years that 
have elapsed since—And' the right ho^r 
nourable gentleman, (Mr. Ponsonby,) 
who, two nights ag6 made, so patkjctic an 
appeal to the good sense ttf the f^ople of 
l^gland a§/l^inst those whom he w'as pleas¬ 
ed to call designing men and demagogues, 
actually receives for having been 13 
months in office, a isum equal to nine 
admirals, vidio have .spent their lives in 
the scrvic*e of their country ;* tliree times 
as much as all the pensions given to all 
^he daughters and children of tire ad¬ 
mirals, captains, lieutenants, and Other 
officers who have died in indigent cir¬ 
cumstances oV beenft^lled in the service! 
and as much as would pay Jbe efficera 
tand men employed in the fifteen hulks 
of ^ the line in ordinary*—From .the mi¬ 
nute expences noticed in this estimate, 
viz. for oiling clocks, killing rats,.and 
keeping cats, I should hire supposed tbat 
Ifreat care was taken to have it vefy cor- 
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r«ct If ^03/ therefore^ wkh mach sur* 
pri^, 1 found the name of my worthy and 
respected gran'timother, the Vridow of 
Ufe J'dte • captain Gilchrist of the navy^ 
continued on the Ijst, as #eceivii%. lOoL 
per annum; though she ceased toiexist 8 
years ago!—1 shall dwell no longer on 
this subject than just to notice, that while 
all this profuse waste of the public money 
is going oh, the builders in oar naval 
yards, on whos^ ability and attention so 
much depends, have only 720/. per annum 
salary, that is oflly 20/. more than a re¬ 
tired clerk of the ticket office. The 
petty perquisite of a silver cup, given to 
them wjuu they launched, and thereby 
. added a snip to the British nav}^ was 
■ taken from them as a saving to tjic 
nation, by the mischievous andlcontemp- 
tible admiralty of 1802. Such are the 
pretended savings by which, when any 
are made, the country is duped.^Were 
there a prospect of success, 1 cuuld point 
out to a commitiee of tlic House some 
savings wortliy attcni ion —The canvas 
department (though by no means free) 
yet, least suppl ied by political influence, 
18 probably that in which the abuses 
might be most easily corrected. I will 
undertake to prove that, by adopting can¬ 
vas of a better quality, a saving equal to 
one-fourth of the British navy be 

made—a saving,-equal to-the additional 
income lax imposed by the Whigs. The 
remaining three-fourths of the ships will 
be more effectual ^han tlie whole, (heir 
velocity wfll be increased upw’ards of half 
a mile in seven miles ; fttd thys every one 
will be onable'd to capture lliose vessels 
• which at present escape from them all ; 
as besitlfe its bad qualfty! the enemy knowfc 
our ships of war from forekm ships by 
the colour of the canvas, conseljuently run 
away the moment they perceive our black 
sails rising above the horizon ; u circupi- 
stance to which, tli^y generally owe their 
safety, even more than to its open texture. 

. I have observed the meridian Altitude of 
the sun through .the fore topsail, and* by 
bringing it to the horizon through the 
fore*sai1, ascertained the lantude as cor¬ 
rectly as otherwise I could have done. 
Any man who knfi^s bladk from white 
•can distinguish the difference, hs yop will 
perceive by the colour of the sainp/ei 

which T now shew you.-This (the 

white) is used by the Spaniards, Portu- 
guesci Dutch,^Russian, Danish, American,J 
in fajct by all stfip* excepf ours. The dif-J* 
ference of pri,ce*iias been stated as aw off- 
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ject, (cootempiihle ideJf) Thff paltrv' 
increase of cost wSl • be more Uian com* 
pemated by the superior-wear, of the esua* 
yas, independent ohts strength, on whioli* 
consequently, depends the safety of the 
ship, and the preservation of the lives of 
all on board. I shall, no doubt, hear R 
urge<l, that a remedy- is about to be ap«t 
[died ; and so it has been ever since 1 can 
remember^ but remedies and redress ^ 
public boards are sought in vain } and so 
it is yith respect to the hardships noticed 
by an honourable, admira], imposed on 
old and wounded sailors by the harbour 
duty; which is Justly considered by them 
as oppressive in the highest degree^ mom 
grievous*than afl th# other hardships to 
which they are subJeet.-^Should the latter 
days of a life, spent in the service of the 
country, be. those in which the severest 
duty is impoi^ed, and that too, when 
wounds and infirmj^ies have rendered ^en 
updqual to the task ? One person who 
contends fbr its continuance sfys it is a 
laborious amf must be executed. 

This reason is conclusive, in my mindf 
why it should not be imposed on thhse, 
whose infirmities liave rendered them uor 
equal to the task. No good conduct, or 
character from his captain, can, under tkw 
present system, free an old seaman from 
• this misery. 1 well remember the sad. 
case <»f William Earleyi an ihh;m peyy 
odictM'; a man of respectable charac^tee^ 
in my own ship, who, 1 think, had beeiim 
13 general actions, and about 20 years in 
the service; Ifc was sent to be invalid^, 
that, by a change, his impaired health 
might be rrstorell, and thaC he might pass 
his laltei' days in peace.—He was con¬ 
demned to harboiii' duty, hut obtained 
leave to return to his ship.. After a limes 
being still unable to do the snialiS^ dnty 
in tlte ship, be was again surveyed: the 
same decision passed. Whether this.hap- 
pened a third time, 1 do not recollect; bqit 
of this I am certain, that he died on board 
ofF Blest. My gunnpr’s mate (I, think 
hisf naiue was Ford) was invalided too for 
this heaij;-bicaking service, and such was^ 
his abhorrence of it, that, by permission' 
of the lords of the Admiralty, he pro¬ 
cured two substitutes, who cost him 
^um equal to all that wit^h the greatest 
oeconoiny he could save, in ten years front 
,bispay. Is si'ch a recompence 
vices ? If meant as a beuefit^ as aBs^r|*Bd 
by one office^ it should be qptionabln and 
not com pufslve.' If grievances exist, tbev 
should .examin^^intQ. and 
•ST 
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tbit is the modi te prevent bad conse* pension list in a manner ths^ did not 
^uences or complainte. We have beard pear to him to be vei^ candid. The 
much about “ deluding** the public; an noble lord had stated different cases from 
unfounded statement can injore only the the pennon list* but ho had omitted what 
individual who ina}ies it. These subjects in fairni^ he ought to have mentioned* 
ire worthy- of being examined by a Com- viz. therdates'of the cases which he had 
mittee of the'House, or a deputation; such quoted*, because, the Committee must be 

aowas ordered lately to Sombrero_AU aware that a considerable variation had 

though perhaps not immediately* arisirig taken place in the value of iponey* and 
out of that part of the Nava) Estimate, that whaft would have been a considerable 
which is before us, I may be permitted to provision thirty years ago*,' certaiply was 
ask why are not the Ships abroad pqj|d, as not so at present $ but the noble lord had 
well as the Arjny ^ What inconvenience cited all the cases as if they were of recent 
would result? We scruple not to export date, and as if the present administration 
large sums for other purposes, less bene- were answerable for them all. fie would 
ficial to'the country than the exertions of venture, however, to contend /^t no in- 
our seameu, whose dioney is annually in- stance could be found in which the pre¬ 
cluded in the Naval Estimate, although it sent board of Admiralty had not in^ grant- 
is not paid to them,—The petty officers ing rewards to officers for wounds which 
and seamen in the East and West Indies, they had received in the service, or in 
Cape of Good Hope, Mediterranean, Arne- providing for the families of deceased oi- 
rica/ in fact, every where abroad, do not iicers, gone as far as they were justified 
receive one shilling of pay until thoyuie by precedent, and in many instances he 
pennitted*to return to England, often allier would take U['on him to say, higher pen- 
an absence of twelve*ur fifteen years!— stons had been lately given than had ever 
The Boston’s crew, who formed one half been known before. The Admiralty acted 
of my ship’s company, joined the Pallas in all cases upon one regul^ uniform sys- 
with nine years pay duo, alihoagh the tein ; when an application was made^ 
Boston had been all that time within they ordered an investigation, and pro- 
nbout fourteen days sail of Englarid! 1 ceeded according to certain rules laid 
should tike to know where all this money* down apportioning the reward according 
is lodged ? ^ to the rank and suffering of the person 

JHr. Vole said, that the noble who claimed the reward, %vithout regard 

lord who had just sat down, had made to any other consideration. Por the ac- 
one of the most extraordinary speeches, curacy of^his assertions upon this subject, 
that ho believed had ever bee^ri delivered he would appeal to any naval officer in 
in*that House, upon the question of the the House, and In^was sure tlifit not one 
Navy Estimates. The noble lord had of them would assert that the present or 
occupied the time of the Committee svith any board of Admiralty, had ever suffered 
discussing a variety of topics, which had their decisions upon cases of this kind to 
no connection with the points then under fee influenced by * feelings of a political^ 
consideration, but which itseemed of late to nature. Ift^e Admiralty did in afiy case 
be thought necessary to bring before the deviate from the strict letter of their duty, 
public on all occasions, and which, in- it proceeded from their anxiety to make 
deed, had been so often obtruded upon as large an allowance, as the nature of the 


the* House, that they had become quite 
trite ^nd hackneyed. He had represented 
ministers as totally regardless of economy, 
and as distributing public rewards, hot 
. tor public service, but fur the gratificatipn 
of party feeling, and for the promotion of 
party purposes. He certainty should not 
iblfow the noble lord through all his de- 
viaiions from tl)e subject then under cqn-r 
sideration, but iTe Wouldt with the per¬ 
mission of the Committee, make someob-' 
servatioiis upon the very few .remarks 
which bad fall/en from the itoble lord upoh 
the real nuesnon before the dobmittee. 
The noble lord h5<J dUcussed wavy . 


case would possibly .idmit. He would 
now, with^the pernaission of the Commit* 
tee, advert to some of the cases which 
had been mentioned bythe noble lord. 
One of them was that of captain Dickson,' 
vvho^e pension had been represented as 
by. no means adequ^c to the sufferings 
he had undergone. TKe facts of this case 
^Vere simply these; Captain Dicksoif ‘ 
\fhen a lieutenant, had distinguished him¬ 
self by a very gallant exploit, in which 
he was severely wouAded. llie Adrai- 
palty, upon that,occasion ^id every r.hhig 
tlrat wfts in their power to do ; thejy 
mediately proinuv^ himto-tho nmk 
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conitnander« and they settled upon him his 
full pay as a lievtenant, and yet the noble 
lord had thought proper to select this 
case; as one affording ground ofl charge 
against the Admiralty. * Anotbir case 
mentioned by the noble lord, waa^that cf 
admiral Moriarty^s children, whose pen¬ 
sions he considered as insufficient; but 
when the Committee was informed of the 
real circumstai^es of this case, they would 
«ee that the noble lord had as little ground 
for censure, as he had in the former one. 
The noble lord knew that the widow or 
children of an admiral, were not entitled, 
strictly speaking, to any pension. It was 
found, iftR^ver, upon admiral Moriart^ ’s 
death, ,that his children had been left 
rather in distressed circumstances, eibd 
upon application a pension of 100/. pei 
annum was granted to them. Largei 
pensions had certainly been granted, bu’ 
that was where the admiral hnrl fallen ii 
action when employed in active service; 
or had been particularly distinguished. 
Admiral Moriartydid not die, while on 
active service, ^or had he ever been at 
sea, as an admiral. Another circum¬ 
stance with tvhich the noble lord had 
found fault, and upon which he had laid 
particular stress, was, that sir Andrew 
Hammond had been permitted to retire 
upon 1,500/. per year. Mr. Pole %aid, 
that it really was with the utmost asto¬ 
nishment that he heard the noble lord 
urge this as a ground of charge* Sir An¬ 
drew Han^moud ^s a veteran of fifty 
years standing. Durin§ the former part 
of that period vhe bad been employed in 
the most active service ; he had distin- 
guisbecWiimself upon^in^ny occasions, and 
Had deservedly acquired a high reputation.* 
During flie latter part of histprofessional 
life Ills time had been devoted to the ser¬ 
vice of his country, in discharging the 
duties of the civil part of the naval de¬ 
partment. 'ihu i^ble lord himself, a 
professional* man, could not •be igno¬ 
rant of the eminent and important jBer- 
vices of sir Andrew Hammond as Comp¬ 
troller of the navy, and therefore he 
ought to hav^bcen one of the last men 
to censure governn^^t for permitting tliis 
.distinguished officer to retire after 50 
years active and meritorious service, with 
a comfcti'table and honourable provision. 
The noble lord had also expressed great 
dissatisfaction at the amount of ''the pen¬ 
sions granted tothe widows of the com-« 
missioners of the navy, which he consir* 
doMd as much too laige** The CopitoUtce 
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however would eoosideiv Aat Ahe laott- 
luissioners of the navy were Chosen rf^sm 

the captains of the navy, of long standing 

for their knowledge of the civil patt ^ 
that service, and that when they acce^M 
the office of a commissioner, diey ^ave 
up the emoluments aad the honours of 
t^eir profession, and he was very sure that 
unless the temptation of* a pension of SOO/, 
a year for <heir widows, was held out to 
them, very few, indeed, who were qualified 
for tisc office, would co»>sent to accept it. 
This was the gioumi upon which tliese 
pensions were granted, and he was cod- 
vinced that the Committee would be of 
opiiitun that the. moijey was wisel}^ and, 
beneficially laid out for the publk: ser¬ 
vice. With regard to those pensions 
which the nobio'lord coitiidered as being 
too small, he begged leave again to state, 
that the present Iward of Admiralty 
upq^i all occasions,^ anxious to go as far 
a#jthey po,ssibfy could in bestqyving re¬ 
wards, and upon sotq^ occasions they had 
availed thdmselves of particular prece¬ 
dents to grant more than was strictly jps- 
tified by general usage. In addition to 
the pension list, the board of Admiralty 
bad last year brought forward an estab¬ 
lishment of a compassionate list, similar to* 
that which had been formed for the army, 
'thereby evincing the anxiety they felt 
for the comfort of the families of the offi¬ 
cers of the navy. Mr. Pole observed, 
that the noble lord had brought all his 
observation^ upon the Pension List to ibjs 
result; that it was clear that the merits 
of officers were, left wholly out of the 
question, and that nothing but parlia¬ 
mentary interest and influence could 
gain any like justice for any officer, how¬ 
ever meritorious his services mi§|;it be ;* 
that alt rewards were apportioned ac-‘ 
cording to interest, and that tlie‘ services 
of the navy were wholly overlooked, un¬ 
less they were put forward by the par¬ 
liamentary friends of the minister. Now 
thi| asstriion of the noble lord's was most 
extraordiuury. That such an* accusation 
should b® brought forward by the noble « 
lord, a5toni8hed him more than the same 
sentiment could have done, coming from 
any other quarter. That noble lo^,who 
Was, in his own person, tho strongest ex- 
imple that could be produced of the 'in- 
ustice of the accusation he had brought 
against the government. For he would ' 
vcntqre to.asae'it, without fear of being 
contradicted, that there never was an 
stpnee of *morc;ainplo justice being done 
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4D'the.nerits any officer, or of more 
atgnai and' complete regards being con- 
■iierrad for any services, than had been 
Vranted to the noble h>rd himself by the 
Jidmiralty, when lord Mulgrave presided 
'there; ahd yet the noble lord was one of 
the most violent parliamentary opponents 
of that very Admiralty. Mr. Pole said 
lie was one of those who set a high value 
upon the services of the noUe*]ord. He 
had, at the time they were achieved, 
thougbttbem most brilliant, and be thought 
so 'stHI. But brilliant and distinguished 
as they were, he would take upon him to 
say, that there was not a man in the House, 
in the navy, or ou^ of cloors, that did not 
think'that the most ample and complete 
rewards bad been conferred upon the no- 
,ble lord fur those services, and he be¬ 
lieved if the navy had any colour of com¬ 
plaint against the Admiralty on that oc¬ 
casion, it Wcih raihei'f'that they had done 
too than too little. That the njfhle 

lord, therefore, should be the person to 
assert in ihi^ House, that no bfficer could 
li^vp jiJSi It 0 done him, or could hope for a 
fair r« \>ard fiu* his services, excepting he i 
was a parliameiitaiy follower of ministers, 
was certainly luost niiigulai* and incom¬ 
prehensible. The noble lord in his ob¬ 
servations upon sinecure (xnisions con¬ 
ferred upon public men or their families ' 
for various services, h id endeavoured to 
hold up tlie House to the public as a set 
of men actuated solely by views of pri- 


ago, receive the reversion of % sinecure of* 
-fice (which had since fallen in) when he 
was about to go to a distant part of the 
world/in a most arduous and impdrtaDt 
publicrsituatioA. He was at that time in 
a delicate state of health, and had a large 
family. Whether that noble lord, in the 
distant service on which be then went, 
had discharged his duty with advantage 
to the state, he must leavf to the decision 
of the House and of the country. Whe¬ 
ther the other branchestf>f the Wellesley 
^iinily who were now employed in the 
public service, had discharged their duty 
with advantage to the country, it did not 
become him to decide, but b^^ould wil¬ 
lingly submit every part of their^conduct 
tii the jgdgment of the House and of the 
country. With respect to himself, he 
never had held, noi ever would hold a 
sinecure office, but believer would sutfer 
any asper.sion to be thrown from any 
quarter upon any of his family, without 
boUIly and fairly meeting it. He de¬ 
spised pcLun ary considerations as much t 
as the noble lord or any oj^bis conncciions, 
or any other jAcrsou whatever. In the 
lallcr part of the noble lord’s speech, he 
had made some observations upon sub- * 
jects connected with the practicul part of 
bis profession, and liad displayed ihat dc- 
grA; of itifornialion and ingenuity which 
every body allowed him to possess. Dur¬ 
ing ihe period that he bad tbe honour of 
holding «n situation at the Admiralty, he 


vate interest, and incapaWe Af any sent!- had irequently the atlvantage^ of hearing 
ment public virtue, applying his ob- the noble lord’s «entiments upon practical 
servaiioiis tohoth sides pf the House, and professional points, and the noble lord, he 
Ills animadversions on the mode of re- trusted, would do the Adhiiraity and him 
w’arJnig the wants or alleviating tin suf- the justice to ad(nil» that his opinions had 
ferings oftlie navy equally to all adminis- been listened to with that degree of at* 
traliop.s.—The noble lord, afti i the very teniion and respect, to which, upon such 
exiraordinary commenis which he had subjects, they would be always entitled, 
.made upon ti;e Pension List, had thoaght He could not sit down without again ex¬ 
proper to make an attack upon the Wei- pressing his regret that the noble lord did 
lesJey f 'lniix', of which he (Mr. Pole) was not consult his own ^natural good under- 
a menibcr. And ihe noble lord had as- standing^nstead.of suffering himself to be 
sorted that the U ellesleys received li'om gujded by others, who were perpetually 
the public no less than 34,000/. a year, in leading him astray.. There vvas, to be 
sinecure places, and had proceeded to sure, a considerable degree of eccentri- 
make a most extraordinary calculation of city in the noble lord’s maflher, but at the 
tbe number of arms and legs.which that same time be had^ much good British 
,aum would compensato for, according to stuff about him, and so much knowlodgo 
tjse system oi tbe Pension List. • Infan- of his |)rofessioD> that be wodld always be 
ftwei* to the noble lord’s assertion, he ' liiAeiied to with great respect;, it was 
begged to state to the Committee, tb.ft therefore the more to be lamented^that 
Abere wasriio member of the Wellesley he did not follow the dictates of his own 
family, except the noble*lard the hcadj -good understanding, Mistead of* being 
of it, who possessed any sinecure office.^ ^guided by tbe erroneous advice, or-adopt- 
ijhat noble lord coftainly.did, many y<;ars ing the wild theories, of :othar8w . 
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'%»«lfehe noble lord to give up such prac 'gentleman moved, tl^t it be referred 
tices. He assured him, that he would to the Committee appointed to coiuidet 
find that on adherence to the pursuits of of the aOkirs of the East India company, 
hil profession, of which be walso great . Mr. Creev^ rom, to oiler sobie obfer- 
an ornament, would b$ more likely to rations upon the statements alledged^ in 
tend to his own honour, and th^ advan- this petition. It stated, that the govera- 
tage of his country, than a perseverance meat was in debt to the East India com* 
in the conduct he had of late adopted, jfiany on account of the expences incurred 
which was calculated to lead him into in the late war; but their account was re* 
errors, and ti^ make him the dupe of those, ferred t*o« Committee in the year 1805, 
who would use the authority of his name who reported that the amount of the ba* 
to advance their own base and mischievous lanm: then due to the company was 
projects. 12,300,000/. Out of this shev were paid 

Mr. adverted to the proposed two millions, and there stiif remained a 


establishment of a naval arsenal at North- 
fleet, he strongly recommended as 

a master now of imperious necessity, and 
regretted that sums were was^iud in Use¬ 
less repairs of the old arsenals, and in 
other unproiitabie objects, which might 
have gone a gr^at way to eilcct this great 
object. 

The Kesolution was then agreed to, and 
the House resinned. 

MOUSE or LORDS. 

Mondaj/, V.-zy 

[CuuELTY TO Animals Bill.] IjOhI 
Erskine rose and uailc vut ions observations 
up< II the present state of tiie bill he had 
introduced, which he was sorry^ie had* 
uut been able to persuade tlie House to 
pass unanimously : but, a*iho was liisposed 
to do all the good he could, kc hoped to 
be able ^oon to |A‘epare some other mea¬ 
sure on this subject, i^hich would receive 
the uuanim<v)^ vote of the* House. H(‘ 
therefore mofed, at present, that the order 
for rf^comniiiting ijie, bill be discharged, 
which was agreed to. * 


balance in their favour of 300,000/. But 
in the qext year the company produced a 
new statement, in wiiich they swelled this 
balance to 1,500,000/. making their ori¬ 
ginal claim,' instead of 2,300,000/., 
3,800,OOOA He dpnied that such a thing 
ought to have been done ; it was done 
hpwevtr, and now they came forward with 
^ new claim for 1,900,000/. a^eged to be 
clue upon this stale.accuunt. They seemed 
totally toTforger that, in fact, the public 
owed rht-m nothing. He could easily un¬ 
derstand that, wanting this sum, they pre¬ 
ferred claiming it a-* a debt to asking for 
it in any other siiupe; because if it was 
granted to them in the shape of a debt,^t 
would be got by a >ingle motion; whereas, 
in any other way, the progress would be 
circuitous, and liable to be iinpedecfcby 
much discussion. It was now four years 
since any discussion of the company's af¬ 
fairs tuok*place in that House; tor tjiey 
had been now four years without bringing 
forward any Uudget, aldnfugh they had, 
in successive years, claimed and obtained 
large sums in advance, on pretence of an- 
vvvering the exigencies of the moment. 
All, in fact, that pariiament kti|w of the 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, May 1 -V. 

[Affairs otf xhEiEAST India Company.] 
Mr. Aucll presented a PeiiiV>n from th* 
East India Company, which was received 
and read. It‘look a retrospective view of 
the connexion between the company and 
the British* government since the year 
1793; stating, tl^fcupoii the expences in- 
cucred by several expeditions which had 
been unuerUiken, debts^were incurred om 
.both^sides, which were'never cleanly ]>a- 
lanced and liquidated ; but that a consi^ 
Alerable balance was duo to the company, 
wliich they*rM>w prayed to have exaininsid 
^bythe House, and any balance that might 
appear due to them he paid.—The hon. 


Kust India company for the last fouryea*rs 
was from its petitions on their journals. 
In iheyear 1807, a bill passed for enabling 
them to borrow 2,0(jO,000/. Li the fol¬ 
lowing vear another bill passed for eiiar 
^ling thorn to raise 1,000,000/., they stated 
again last year, that they wanted another 
i2,000,©00/. to meet the exigencies of tbB^ 
occasion, and yet another session bad 
pasacd .without their submitting to theP 
House any general state of their afikirs, 
mowing to,the want of which it was impos¬ 
sible tor the House to come to a full and 
fair discussion upon a subject so important* 
He considered the present elaim asniw of 
the most preposterous that ever *waa, of¬ 
fered to parliament, and he trmted the 
House wouitl graub thb company nothing 
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UBtil a fall accofnt of the state of their 
affiiirs was produced and investigated. 
- The law positively required, that before 
any dividend was made of their profits, 
they should clear their accounts with the 
public; and yet, although no such clear¬ 
ance had been made, the company were 
now dividing on their last years profit 
per cent, lie hoped, therefore, the House 
would come to some decisive i^ue upon 
the subject. 

Mr. GraiU said there was one topic^rom 
which the hon.«gent. generally abstained 
when speaking of the affairs of the com¬ 
pany ; namely, the justice due to them. 
He, (Mr. Grant,) h<|wever, would main¬ 
tain, that they had a just claim to a very 
considerable balance in their favour, that 
the true balance clue to them in I SOB, was 
1,500,000/. and that, the company had 
nevei; acceded to the statement as laid 
down by the honourable^entleman. Th^y 
desired only to appeal to the justice 
the House; they asked only a fair exami¬ 
nation of their accounts, and If any ba- 
laiiQS should appear due to them, that they 
might receive it. It was said on a recent 
occasion that the doors of that Hou^e should 
be opened wide to petitions, and he hoped 
the India company were as fairly eiiiitted, 
to the extension of such an indulgence 
as any other description of people. If 
any money was due to them it ought to be 
paid. The hon. gent, he was sure, would 
not contend that no balance was due; and 
he|rusted the House uf Commbns would 
not close its ears against just claims offered 
in respectful feiiguage. 

The Chancellor of the Excherfucr, in an- 
^swer to some allusion from Mr. Creevey 
with respect to his interference in the 
last clanp of the company for a loan nf 
two millions, said he had not encouraged 
the company in that application by any 
tbipg like a pledge of the sanction of the 
government; nor by any opinion that the 
country at large would favour it; but what 
the House of Commons would do upon 
petition submitted to them he could not 
^^y« It did, however, appear to Him, that 
the company had a rightto an opportunity 
' of having their claims fairly examined and 
equitably adjusted. 

liord A. HamiUfin expressed himself as¬ 
tonished at this petition. He had Ibrmerly 
oljected to the grant of money to the 
East India pofbpany, unless the exposition 
of their afiliirs Was laid beforefthe •House. 
He now wished for that exposition, before 
he panted any move.. The whole ae-v 


counts and transactions were laid down 
and closed by the Commiteses in 1U05 and 
1808, and he was surprised, after havrng 
read their reports, that'the right hon. gen¬ 
tlemen dt)posite,t)n the part of government, 
should Re found to assent to any new 
claim. 

Mr. Whitbread said, although the ac¬ 
counts between the government and the 
India company had not bqen completely 
liquidated, balances ought to be struck 
from time to time. The«lion. gentlemen 
opposite to him had said, that the company 
did not think themselves fairly dealt by 
the last settlement of their account. 
The president of the board Uf^ontroul 
was tile same person then as no^; so 
waS the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
They made no objection to the funner 
settlement; and if that was their opinion 
at the time, he did not sde what right the 
company had now to come forward, and 
claim a new investigation upon an account 
already settled two years ago. The right 
lion. gent, the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer said, that on the foro^r occasion he 
w’ithheld his own countenance from their 
claim. But had they no opportunity of 
conversation wiih him since? Had they 
not before received bis formal refusal to 
support their claim; and yet two years 
after the account was closed, they were 
allowed to come forward with the coun¬ 
tenance of the right hon. gent, and again 
set up theia claim, which he considered as 
unfair and unadmissihk/'by the public. 

Mr. R, S. Dundas said, the hon. gent, 
was right; he (Mr. Dundas) did at that 
lime state that the account ’R'as closed, and 
the reason was, tl\atf the Report ^of the 
Committee of i805 was proceeded on by < 
that of I808,^nd the East India company 
denied the justice of the conclusions of 
that Committee, and complained of their 
injustice in refusing to admit their claim. 
They therefore nowscime^to the House 
for relief,.ar.d that was the basis of their 
pres<;fit petition. A claim was some time 
since made by a person of the post-olfice,, 
woo complained of the injustice doiieito 
him 20 years ago, and no dttjection was 
made by the House entertain and in¬ 
vestigate that claim : therefore he could 
sec no reason why this petition 'should not 
be repceived and attended to.—Tfae.ipotion 
'was then agreed to. 

[Major Cartwright’s Petition for Re- 
noRM IN Parliament, &c.] •Mr. Whitbread 
B&id held in his hand a Petition from a 
geatlesoan, who subscribed Vimsq[f a Free-^ 
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Holder of England; but before he pted^d 
himself to presept the petition he bad first 
read it oyer, in order to ascertain, whether 
there was in it sutli oSensive matter as 
would preclude him from presetting itt 
He found however, according to Ms judg¬ 
ment, that it was altogether unexception¬ 
able, and in its maltrr and terms every 
way decorous and respectful. He had 
therefore no hesitation in doing '^hat \yas 
his duty, in presenting that Petition to the 
House.—The peytioner, major Cartwright, 
was a gentleman of such well known pri¬ 
vate worth and respectability, that it 
would be the less necessary for him to ad¬ 
vance asij^hing upon the score of that 
gentleman's individual claims to their at¬ 
tention* It was notorious, that he bad 
spent a long and valued life in a steady 
and systematic pursuit of the great 
tiutioiiul object Parliamentary Reform; 
and that a better character with regard to 
integrity and patriotism did not exist. 
The right hon. gent, might not think as 
highly of the claims of. this gentleman. 
If so however, it must be clear, that he 
differed from nis colleagues in the Ad¬ 
miralty, who had promoted lieutenant 
Cartwright, after being 48 years a lieute¬ 
nant in the British Navy, and at the age 
of 70, made him a master and commander. 
With respect to the allegations contiined 
in the Petition, with many of them he 
cordially concurred; upon some of them 
he doubted ; and from a few ihem he 
dissented; as, howerver, they h'ld been a!l 
stated in terms and in ^ maimer unobjec¬ 
tionable, he qould not allnw-Miis dissent 
from a few poshioris in it to interfere with 
what he considered hifi duty in presenting 
•the petition. * 

The‘Petition was lhcn*brought up 
and read by the clerk at the table. It 
stated, " That certain docirincs which 
have of late been maintained, and certain 
decisions which-havefjf late been come to, 
in the Houge, have at length the 

long agitated question of a Reform ii] the 
Repre^ontation of tlie people in Parlia- 
luoQt in a point of view, in which it can¬ 
not be rightly contemplated without af¬ 
fording a dcmonstr^yjpn that the sol® altar- 
fiativy left oiir country is. Parliamentary 
’ Reform, oi^’National Ruin : how' can the 
petitioner speak the emutronsof h*s heart*; 
what language can exprew his sentiments; 
when he thinks of the astonishing decision 
by which night betweei^ 

the lUh u>d 12th days of May 1S09^ ah'* 
•olutdy refused, by a.inajprity of 910 
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against 85, to inquire intf the,criminal aev 
cqsatiop, breught by a member in hit. 
place, against viscount Castfereagh and* 
another member, one, for having sold €at 
a sum of money a seat in the House, uid 
the other, for a connivance at* such sale r 
tho petitioner was the more ahorked at 
the said decision, ns the viscount Castle-' 
i^agh had, not long before, when under 
the exarAiaaiion of a Committee, confessed 
an attempt to obtain for another, place¬ 
man a seat in the House, by what to the 
petitioner appears a double* corruption, in 
bartering for it an East India writership, 
which nn act of parliament had forbiddea 
to be &9 disposed of; when seats in ther 
House are bought' and sold, the people, 
their laws, and liberties, are bongnt and 
sold: although* there be not in human 
speech words by w.hich the thoughts of 
the petitiones on this the decision qf the 
Hojise can be expKssed, he cannot dismisU 
tRe subject without saying, but disclaim¬ 
ing any idea of b^ing indecorous, that 
such treatihentof the people is beyond er^ 
durance ; after such a decision, and stiver 
inquiry into the criminal charge in ques¬ 
tion has been resisted on the ground of the 
sale of scats being a.s notorious as th^ 
sight of the Sun at noon day, the peti¬ 
tioner cannot remain silent on those truths 
*nf the constitution by which the dangerous 
error of the decision of the House, the 
shocking profltcacy of selling seats, and 
the audacity of vindicating it, must be 
n;n(]o manitest: in order to this,theHoq^e 
is rc<[nc5ted to contemplatr the three seve¬ 
ral qnTTcs of sc^vcrcignty •with which we 
are familiar ; namely, first, the original 
inherent ami proper sovereignty which 
nece^-'Trily resides in the entire mass of 
the n ilion; secondly, the legislatiirb sove- 
r( \^nty, which, by delegation, resides iii 
a Parliament of King, Lords, and Common* 
(being the most'conspicuous and impor¬ 
tant feature of that constitution by which 
our nation has consented to be governed ;) 
an;!, thirdly, tliat executive sovereignty, 
which, by a farther delegation, resides in 
tli£ sole person of the ^ng: if the petU* 
tioner has correctly distinguished the lite¬ 
ral from the figurative significations of thef 
word sovereignty, it will be discovered 
^hat a Commons House^ «fter deducting 
only . the royal family, the temporu 
'nobles, and a few ecclesiastics, is intend^, 
ed exclusively to represent* and to 'per¬ 
sonify the, mttooal Majesty: itwillalM 
be discovered that such a House of Pair-^ 
Uament xf pecq)i»r|y ihe 'depnlt^ry or i^e' 
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il^(ion’f liberty^ |b^ .guardia[6 of its pi-o- or ether disloyal person, either by |)urcha9U 
Mrty, the organ of its will; and that, in or barter, by nomination or undue in- 
mc^ it is the vital part of the state; where- fluence, seats a member iit the House,*he 
fore it ou^ht, on every principle of reason usurping a right of sovereignty t f<* 
and political wisdom, in an especial man- wnich l|^ has i¥> title is guilty of High 
ner to be securely fenced around, fortified, Treasoii, and that every species of buying 
and at all points defended by the solemn and selling of seats, and the interference of 
aanctiona, and the awful terrors of appro- any person whatever, for corrupting or 
priate laws against high treason; fot' for violating the freedom of election. Is 
treuoi) is a betraying of the jt&te; and oonscquiAUly High Treason, and ought as 
the first and the highest treason is that such to be guarded against by estpresslaw: 
which is committed against the coiutitu- Such treasons are far more deadly than 


don: But, instead of the majesty of the 
nation, being thus enthroned, instead of 
this palladium of jts liberties being thus 
guarded, the nation sees the House,which 
ought to be an object of universal confi¬ 
dence, respect, and veneration, exposed to 
every abuse that can undermine, to every 
violation that can degrade, to every vice 
that can pollute, and destroy^t: The peo- 


ihat which even strikes St the life of the 
executive sovereign, as in law the king 
cannot die, so were one king to be slain 
another must instantly succeed^^r would 
the throne be for a moment vacant, but a 
murdered constitution has no successor, 
when ihatf periiihes there is national ruin, 
and the betrayed people drag on in 
chains, in misery, in yic,e, and slavery, a 


pie she it abandoned, ag a common prey, degraded existence : Having then lived ta 
to the factious borough patron and thi^ 
trading adventurer, to the unprinciplhd 
sharper and the unfaitnful minister, to the 
Asiatic nabob, and even to the hostile 
European despot, who all know its seats 
to be vendible wares, in which, through 
the agency of certain panders of corrup¬ 
tion, mey can place their agents; that the 


see a distinct charge of selling unseat in 
the House met by a vote; and inquiry into 
that treason borne clown by a nuijoritv, 
we have seen enough, had we seen nouglit 
else, to prove that the sole^aiiernative left 
our injured and not respected country, 
ia a radical, reform in our representation 
or a final extinction of our liberties: be- 


agent of a French king’s mistress had once* twccii taxation and representation there is 
in the House is within the rcmeni- in thuEiiglish constitution and in theJ^hg- 
brgnee, as at the time it was w'ithin the lish mind an inseparable union, and Par- 
Imowledge, of the petitioner, and it is well liainent, as it is easy to demonstrate, cain- 
^nowjvtnat at one time the nabob of Arcol not, constitulionally, haveduratio'n beyond 
purchased for his agents seven or eiglit of one year: Wherefores the petitioner so- 
'those seats: the learned Blackstone hath lemnly protests and appeals against all 
^id, that with jegard to the elections of treasons in the salvor barter, or disposal of 
knights citizens and burgesses, wc may parliamentary seats, and a^Jainst violating 
observe, that herein consists the exercise in any way the freedom of election, as 
of the democratic part of onr constitution, well as against ihe'pfesent unconstfiutional^ 
fbr in a denmcracy there can be no excr- inequality of representation and long Par- 
cise of sovereignty but by sufFrage, which Ijaments, as^the chief causes of all the 
is the declaration of the people's will; in calamities our country has at any time ex- 
all democracies therefore it is of tlie iit- perieneed since the incomplete reforma- 
mbat importance to regulate, by whom tion of our governnjefjt, ellijcted by the 
aod io what manner the sullrages aie to revolution in the .year 1688, and as the 
b« given, and.the Athenians were so justly causes nifire ^specially of unnecessary war, 
jealous of this prerogative, that a stranger a stale of things most prolific of patronage, 
ijwho interfered in the assemblies of the i buse, and taxation, to which such a de- 
people was punished by their laws with raiigenient of our system hot^s out to iior- 
^ath, because such a man was esteemed rupt ministers a^perpetual, and, as it should 
l^lty of High Treason, by usurping those seem, a resistless terfi*p.taiion : When it is 
of sover^gnty to which pe had no, said by any member of the House tliat a 
tme; in'England,’.where the people do Reform in Parliamentary Uepresentation 
not. debate in a collective body, out by , cannot lighten the burthens of the nation, 
repiresentatioo# the exercise of this sove- the people must*haye indeed a new feel- 
reignty consist^ in the cHoice^of yqpresen-I ing, they must feel their understamJings 
Utivea; so the petitioner contends, that tnsulted, they Snow that"'their burthena 
yirhert a minister < of the crown, or a peer nfay' be lightened, they know that the in-* 
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^ease of them may be prevented, tliey tion of undefined privilege, so analogouii 
know that such a Reform only twenty to undefined prcrogativl, may'it not 
ye^rs ago mighty and probably would, have respectfully asked, if there either be or* 
averted a war that has burthened the can be a prerogative, a privilege beyond; 
natfori with an ad’ditional debt df nearly this—a power of acting for the public 
6()0 millions, and added Vucty nrAllions a good, where the positive law is silcnt>‘ 
year to its taxes; The flagrant vitiations and again, where the law can be made’ 
<jf the elective rights of the nation, the«|to speak, can it be cither necessary or 
shameful inrcjuality of representation, and expedient, or safe, that there should be^ 
the unconstitutional length of par]iamcnts, any discretionary prerogative or discre- 
as well as the'^educing of members from tionary privilege? If the law be capable' 
their fidelity to the people by places and of redressing a libelled sovereign, and for 
pensions from the crown, being obviously that •ause deny to the King a privilege of 
wrong against the constitution, against the being at once accuser, jUVy, judge, and' 
principles of our law, against justice, executioner in his own cause, liow’ can 
against reason, against decency, and ut- such irreconcilcablc powers be justly 
terly sil1?\^sive of public liberty, bigwith claiined^y citherof iJicothcr tw'obranches 
every ipecies of rum, whether pecuniary, of the legislature?—And w*ouldnotaunion 
political, or moral, and tciiding;no les* to of such powers constitute a despotism un- 
the subjugation of these islands to a foicign known to the English epnstitution, and rc- 
conqueror than to the debasement and veiling to reason? Rut leaving to the se^*' 
misery of the pCople and their posterity, rious meditation of the House thesg im- 
constitutc a grievance truly intolerable : poftant questiuns,^n which th 9 legality or 
wherefore the petitioner, deprecating all ifjpgality .of their warrant against air F, 
that metaphorical and contemptible so- Burdett seems to bf; involved, allow the 
phistry about the constitution, by which petitioner lo call the attention of the Hous^ 
wicked men midcavour to exhibit as a to the late military proceedings rising,out 
mystery that much our brave unlettered of orders issued by civil authorities, and 
ancestors framed as a plain, practical, and more especially to the act of breakings 
honest rule of government, trusts that the open, vrith a military force, and by vio- 
House, as early as may be, will originate lencc, the house of the said sir F. Burdett 
a law for extending representation to the not charged with either treason or fc- 
same limit as direct taxation in snpp'brt of lony or a breach of the peace, and con- 
the poor, the chm-€h, and the state, fordis- ducting him through a body of armed sol* 
tributing that representation with justice diers, drawn up in his own hall, to a car- 
and impartiality, for bringing •back par- viage surrounded by an army, and so to a 
liamonts to a oonstftiitionai duration, for so prison: oif the flagrant illogality of sqph 
ordering tlie elections ris to prevent unne- anoutruge onan Englishman, the petitioner 
cessary trouble and expence*/as well as presumes there.is but onci dpinion : it ii 
tunvilt, and fdr preserving their freedom personally known to the petitioner, that 
and cogipleting the pcjls in one day, and two days prior to the seizure of sir F. Bur- 
iJikewise for protecting from trcascnablS dett as aforesaid, when a number of per- 
violatioh, hy appropriate l?*\s, tire Ma- sons assembled before his dojr we^c 
jesty of the nation., as it ought to charged tvith being rioters, a body of sol- 
be personified by the House : few and diers belonging to the standing army, in 
simple as are titese propositions, they military array, and under the orders of a 
would, as the petiAoHer is humbly of opi- general officer then present, were em* 
nion, do mpre for our country, its^liberties, ployed, and, as the petitioner humbly con* 
its prosperity, and itsglorj", than were^one eejvos, illegally employed, to keip thfe 
for it by iVIagAa Charta and the Bill of peace; and he believes the same ille^l 
Rights: here, under a strong persuasion mode oWceeping the peace was persevered^’' 
that theevHjof destroyed representation in until the im 2 )risonment of the sdid sir 
had arrived at thijjj^acmcMt^iis appeabto F. Burdett was accomplished : A standing ‘ 
the gtrious reflection of the. House had army, although necessary for oflensive War 
actually bfebn closed, but that erroneous ‘a«d the protection ot exUsnaj possessions, 
persuasion has been done'away by recent being yet altogether unicnown to the Itwt 
events,* which have placed beibre the na- and constitution of this kingdom, sutfh 
tioii's wondering eyes those evils hi still army not constituting part*of the cfVil 
tnoro terrific .shape?, and leading to stili state, hut bejn^ under a different comrfiadil 
^ore»drcadfuI consequences: on the and subject to a dificrent lun, of 
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course be a legal ustrament for goveroing 
nation, that is, for executing any pro¬ 
cess of the law, or for ministerially per¬ 
forming any act of a civil authority for 
giving effect to the law, even although such 
act were lawful to peace officers; When 
an indiscreet populace, angered by viola¬ 
tions of public liberty, or other cause, as¬ 
semble together, annoy, by any species of 
assault, those whom they consider as their 
oppressors, none can deny that the law is 
Violated, and the peace broken ; butihose 
who lead out a,8tanding army, in full mi- 
tary array and equipment to restore order, 
commit a violation of law a thousand 
times more criminal, and a breac^h of the 
peace ten thousand ^time's more violent 
and alarming: A rabble of idle men or 
unruly boys might on a sudden daub our 
clothes, demolish our window glass, and 
assume a momentary ‘ authority ; but an 
orgadixed posse comitat^s would iiiGtontly 
restore peace, and the dominion of 
law ; whereas, when a standing army, As¬ 
suming the office of our protector, sub¬ 
jects us to a government of ball and bsy- 
cnel, then indeed our constitution is foully 
fltained, liberty is stabbed, and the Uw it¬ 
self is demolished 1 The sword may indeed 
again return to its scabbard, and the sol¬ 
diery retire to their barrack fortresses, 
but, if their re-appearance be to depend 
oiv the discretion of any, from a police 
magistrate up to the King, is not this mi¬ 
litary government ? It is not surely with 
discretionary power thus despotic that 
parliamentary privilege, forgctliug its own 
defensive nature, will claim to have kin¬ 
dred, or seek lo hold fellowship. The 
English government is itself only to blame, 
if its legal means of suppressing riots, by 
a» resistless county power, be nut at all 
limes, afid in all places, in perfect readi¬ 
ness at a call for preserving the public 
tranquillity; shall it claim to u'^c for this 
purpose the military force of a standing 
army, because it has purposely and in$:i- 
diously kept the civil power in a state of 
inefficiency f Shall it hrst cripple the ]&w 
:>nd then claim to use an army for our p-o- 
vernment ? If then our rulers have, and 
particularly for the last thirty years, 
against law, against remonstrance, against 
exhortation, intentionally left the county i 
^wer which is* vital to our constitution, 
in its shamefully' neglected state, and 
have on all occasions of trilling disorders 
in our street^, disorders lo, which their 
own neglect of duty gave birth,'got into a 
constant habit of illegally introducing the 


standing army for restoring quiet^Vhat h 
the obvious inference to be drawn from 
this constant practice : here the House” is 
imploredito reflect whether without bung 
misled by names or appearances of any 
kind, itdiust not be acknowledged that a 
I state is in reality under a civil or under a 
military government, as for the ultimate 
inforcement of its laws, if resort be had to 
a civil pbwer or to a military force, and 
the House knows that ci^l government 
nlone is free government, military go¬ 
vernment rank despotism^: having thus 
established the principles whereby to 
judge, the character of the proceedings 
for executing the late orders of,^hMtHouse, 
will now be easily determined ; the Ser¬ 
jeant at Arms solicited and obtaitfed for 
this servido an arm}^ including all the 
troops on their march from country quai- 
ters, for supporting ihosi^ within the me¬ 
tropolis, the whole is generally believed 
to have exceeded 3'l-,o6o men, beside an 
ample train of artiller}', a greater force 
than that with which an English King de¬ 
feated I()0,(H)0 French at Cressy, and an 
army wdiich in this instafSt^e could have 
no other object than to overpower or to 
kill all <!uch as might have attempted to 
resist, by force, the execution of the order 
of the Uousfi ; the House is therefore in- 
troatad to give mature consideration to the 
following queries : If a standing army be 
unknown io the law and constitution of 
this kingdom, must not its employment, 
under pretence of infoivcing law, be in fact 
the greatest of all violations of Ikw, and an 
actual subversion o\ the constitution ? Is it 
not the duty of every man Within the agei 
of 15 and iiO, as a member of the county 
power, to resist bjr force a bread! of the, 
peace; the breaking into a house, ovany act 
cf illegal vitAence against a fellow subject 
whether the peace breakers or the house 
breakers or other violaters of the law be 
or be not soldiers ? ^f ^^y^person or per¬ 
son defying the law should determine 
to perpetrate acts of illegal Violence in 
opeif rebellion against law, and should, 

\ ith an intent to overpower or to kill all 
persons who should attempt yi. resist them, 
put themselves at the head of an army of 
mercenary soldiers, AhU by means of sUch 
army should actually carry t^eir iHegal 
and ^violent designs into execution, would 
not this be of open deed levying war 
against our lord the King in his realm ? Is 
such levying of war qf open ,deed 
^mong the treasons enumerated in the 
st&tirte of 25 Edward III^ not the 



1029] PABL D]^TE& Mat 14. ISIO.—fer ibfem A £i«so, 


kiiling of any of tho people by an army 
ivhi le 60 acting be murder ? Mn$t not all 
tbe-soUlHiry of lueh armyi present at any 
murders, be in law principal^ as well 
as tboae under whose orders they^ should 
act ? Considering how much the foldiers 
oi a standing army are machines and in¬ 
struments in the hands of them who com¬ 
mand, must not those who give them 
orders be the moat criminal parties in any 
aucii murders ?^nd whether in the present 
circumstances of this kingdom, consider¬ 
ing the immens^numbcr of native soldiers 
under a diflerent command from that of 
the civil magistrates, and subject to a dif¬ 
ferent 1^. from that of the civil courts, 
and the vj&t addition of foreign merce¬ 
naries born under arbitrary power, and^as 
soldiers doubly enslaved, a military des¬ 
potism, as rigorous as that of France, can 
possibly be averted, but by restoring to 
full vigour and energy the county power, 
as thirty years ago was earnestly recom¬ 
mended and urged by sir William Jones : 
Wherefore the petitioner trusts that in the 
present awful crisis of our country, the 
House will taka in good part his dutiful 
expc stulations, cheerfully relinquish every 
unconstitutional claim of power, heal our 
distractions, and preserve our liberties, by 
exerting all its energies for restoring our 
two-fold constitution in its most ^vital 
organs, its Commons House, and its Coun¬ 
ty Power/' 

Mr. Whitbread moved that the petition 
do lie on the table.^ * 

Tlie Choftcellor of the Exchequer said, that 
after tho recent decisions uf^that House 
upon pelitionif^ot couched in respectful 
language, it was unnecessary for him to 
do any diing more at present, than iherclj^ 
*to advent to two offensive passages in the 
petition just read, which, in^his opinion, 
were conclusive against its reception.-^ 
The first passage was, tfiat which referring 
to the vote of las^year (the decision on 
Mr. JVIadock&'sThotibK of last session) pro¬ 
nounced itH^eyond enduiance. *The other 
in referring to the vote of tlmt House for 
♦he committal of sir F. Burdett, charac- 
teriled it ^ act of -flagrant illegality. 
Indeed, if the^ouse were to encourage the 
presenting of such petitions, from 'an 
' indvitlual, as that then presented, it may, 
lor the future, ex pect to have others present¬ 
ed lengthened out into folios. But confin¬ 
ing himself to the two insulting passages 
to which ho alluded, be felt himself boutud 
to oppose the* rAolion that it should lie oif 
ihe table. * * * 


Mr. Whitbread begged le <Mt!ire the 
House that it was his firQt peiuuasioA that 
the gentleman whose petition he pre* 
sented, had no wish either directly or in?- 
directly to insult that House. From such a 
charge the character,the whole political etp* 
recr oftbe petitioner,as visible in hU actioni^ 
as illustrated byhis public conduct, and ox* 
(leased-in his writings, ought to protect 
him. Hispnly object was to take consti¬ 
tutional means of putting upon record hit 
own ^iinion of the passing events of these 
times. In stating that opinion, the peti¬ 
tioner felt he did it respectfully, although 
be would not consent to adapt hie stylo or 
regulate his sentiments according to the 
newfangTed doctrineaeof the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and his associates—of that 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who, not sa¬ 
tisfied w'ith his opposition to throwing the 
doors of that House* open to the prayera 
of the people, noj with his fasUdioiftnest 
*to the language of petitions, had on 
that night found sunew ground for rejec¬ 
tion, merely, because the petition of a 
subject was rather of greater length thax 
was ordinarily presented, and that cohse- 
quently it would occupy too much room 
upon the journals of that House. The 
objection made to the words, past endu¬ 
rance," could not be for one moment sup¬ 
ported. A House of Commons, putting 
the conduct of the present out of all ques¬ 
tion, might have done and had actually 
done things, which ought not to have been 
endured. the fact was so, ought not 
the people fo complain, and if tbuy 
thought tiieir acts intolerable, why de¬ 
prive them of the opportunity of stating 
their opinions, that they were so ? If such 
a state of events had taken place in the 
country, that it was almost iU genej’al opi¬ 
nion that the conduct of that H^use was 
past endurance, would it not be more wise 
and more politic, to receive tlie petitions 
of the people, acquainting it that such was 
the public opinion, lather than by a de¬ 
nial of all redress, to almost urge tne peo¬ 
ple to acts of open violence ? Was it by 
the denial of redres.H and the refusal ever 
h^ar the public coniplaLnf, that the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer would convince # 
the people that the conduct of that House 
was to be endured ? You may put the 
Vibtim upon the rack; hfs*complaints and 
cries you may refuse to hear, but you 
cannot prevent death to take place in 
some of the raardxysms bis sufiering. 

It was sO wiUi that House. It might in¬ 
flict ; thit country would cpnifdaia-; •by 
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that House their prayers may be disre¬ 
garded. Their grievances may be multi¬ 
plied, but the eonslitution must expire. 
But with respect to the words themselves, 
what was more common in the ordinary 
phraseolog-v of ' language ? Was it not 
every day heard, when schedules of in¬ 
come tax, assessed taxes, and the cata¬ 
logue of imports were sent out, to draw 
the last shilling from an aggrieved ami 
burthened people ;—was it not the com¬ 
mon, the hearbfelt observation, tha^ such 
things were ppst endurance ? But, in the 
reference made in the petition, the lan¬ 
guage could be only considered figurative, 
inasmuch as iho evil so complained of had 
been endured. The next objection re¬ 
ferred to the manner in which the petiti¬ 
oner spoke of the conduct of that House 
towards sir F. Burdett. lie stated it to 
be, in his opinion, an illegal act. Was 
this ''a ground for rcfu,sal ? Had not the 
subject a right to stale liis opinion uptn 
every proceeding of .that Ilduse ? But 
nbove all, might he rfot be alJotved to de- 
fiver a speculative opinion upon that very 
qu6stion, which by a vote uf that House 
was now sent to a court of law, in which 
court its Speaker w'as desired to enter a 
q>lea ? Undersuch circumstances, to refuse 
to receive the petition of a subject, was 
going to an extent w'hich never could be* 
supported, 

I'he CfumceUor of the Exchequer ex¬ 
plained. It was not for doubting or ques¬ 
tioning their privileges that he object^ to 
tl^ petition. It was for directly assert¬ 
ing tiiat there was but one opinion, that 
they were illegal, and that the acts of the 
House were so outrageous, as to be past 
endurance. 

• Mr. Brand maintained that it was the 
undoubted right of the subject to question 
every act of authority of the House, or 
any other branch of.the constitution. 
He should, therefore, be sorry if the pe¬ 
tition were rejected on that account. 

Mr. Secretary Ryder thought the ex¬ 
pression past all endurance,^' fully f#af- 
^icicnt to warrant the rejcctiop of the 
petition. If the House permitted such In¬ 
sulting language, they would deserve to 
receive it. 

AAivision then took pVace^For receiv;, 
ing the Petitinn<32; against it 91. ** 

[Dukb OF Brunswick^s Annuitv. 1 Mr., 
Tiem^ rose, in pursuance of a notice he 
bad given on a former day^ to move an 
bumble Address to his Maj'^sly'with re- 
Ipect to the pension granted to.tbe duke , 


I of Brunswick Oels. He regretted that 4t 
was necessary to bring a motion in the 
present shape before the eunsideratioR of 
parliament. He should hare hoped that, 
after t|}e veryJiberal conduct of parlia¬ 
ment towards the civil list at a time not 
long past, some means might have*been 
provided for nffortling a sufiicient relief to 
the duke of Erun^vick, in his present cir¬ 
cumstances, without coming to parliament 
for another grant of puMic money. It 
was for his Majesty’s ministers to consider 
whether it was wise or prudent for them 
to expect parliament to give money merely 
because they were asked tor it. When 
he recollected that, within th^Jast two 
years, no less a sum than ttfooo/. per 
annum was voted for the duchess of 
Brunswick, he thought that if there liad 
been any uther mode of providing for his 
highness w'lihout laying additional bur¬ 
dens on this country, it should have been 
resorted to. The large pension which 
had been granted to the ducliess of Bruns¬ 
wick was voted by that House, unani¬ 
mously, as he believed, and svithout any 
observations. As to hiR highness the 
duke of Brunsw'ick Cels, although he had 
as high a respect for his rank and charac¬ 
ter as anv man, vet he did not conceive 
that his claims were of the same nature as 
that^.of the duchess of Brunswick, the 
sister of the King. He, however, had 
mode no objection to the pension of 7,000^ 
voted to his royal highness from the con¬ 
solidated fund. lie l^ew that the conso¬ 
lidated fund was much the beet security 
upon which a pdhsion could be charged, 
as it would be regularly p^tl. But white, 
for this reason, he agreed to the pension 
being secured in*’ that fund, stilt if any 
I other means could be pointed out for in-* 
demnifylng* that fund for the burthen so 
thrown on it, he thought such means ought 
to be had recourse to. The pension might 
have been secured on tthe civil list, or the 
+J per cents, without {)ur'tbcning the con¬ 
solidated fund; but ministerti, however, 
thought proper to come to parliament, and 
0 propose it as a matter of course to throw 
it upon the consolidated fupd. if 

any other fund could be stiewn to exist 
sufficient to felievc^tfie country of the 
burthen of this pension, and h%understood * 
that the Droits of Admiralty wcrosunicicnt 
for'that purpose, (the Chancellor-of the 
Exchequer appeared not to assent) he 
thought that such fund ought to be ap* 
*pHed to that {Purpose, 'lie hopeJ that 
ghnileman would not so fur misundefstaiHl 
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Woi^ asHo suppose that he meant that the 
pension should be charged on the Droits of 
Jldmiralty, but*he did think that a certain 
{foi;^ion of them ought to be pai(( into the 
consolidated fund, for th^ purpose of in¬ 
demnifying it for the burthen sft^thrown 
upon it. He could not see any more 
wholesome application of those Droits, 
which were supposed by many to be the 
absolute property of the crown* than to 
be applied tovsards making a suitable pro¬ 
vision for so near a relation to his Ma¬ 
jesty. The rightlion. gent, concluded by 
moving, That an humble Address be 
presented to his Majesty, to represent to 
his Majgsty that we have proceeded to 
take into CTnsideration his Majesty's most 
gracioas Message relative to his serene 
highness the duke of Brunswlok Wollen- 
bultei: To assure his Majesty, that we 
participate in ^is Majesty's anxiety to 
make such provision as may be suitable 
to the rank and to the misfortunes of a 
prince so nearly allied to his Majesty's 
throne, and for whom his Majesty's feel¬ 
ings are so strongly interested : humbly 
to acquaint hi:> Majesty, that with a view 
to secure to his serene highne<ts a settled in¬ 
come, the payment of which shall be regu¬ 
larly made, we have granted to his serene 
highness an annuity of 7,000/. charged 
upon, and payable out of, the consolidated 
fund : to represent to his Majestj', that 
while we are thus anxious to shew our at¬ 
tachment to and respect for his Majesty's 
illustrious House, feel ourstflves called 
upon' humbly to submjt to his Majesty's 
gracious consideration* the h^avy and in¬ 
creasing b.irtl^ns to which his Majesty's 
faithful subjects have been and still are 
exposLd in the prifsocution of the war 
* against;, France, burthens which we know 
not how to alleviate, but vPhich we are 
bound by our hxlispensable duty not uil- 
necessarily to augment: humbly there¬ 
fore to implore, that his Majesty will he 
graciously pleaded direct that from the 
money ai4hc disposal of the £rown from 
the droits of st^lmiralty, such a stun be 
paid into tlic consolidated fund as may be 
cqtal to the value of the annuity proposed 
to be charge!! upon the same for his serene 
highness the dukesof Brunswick,” 

The Chfij^celhr of tfte Exchequer consi¬ 
dered that an application to his Majesty 
of the nature contained in that Address^ 
would be perfectly novel, and such as had 
never before been adopted by parliament. 
He tonsiderld-that if the House really 
^rc^d with thp substance of the Address 


moved, it would be a more gracious, or 
rather a less offensive banner, to seek 
their wishes, by addressing his Ma- 
jesty at once' to grant such a sbm out of 
the droits of the admiralty for the gener?d 
service of the country, and not for this 
particular pension. The Address was in¬ 
deed curiously constructed. It began bv 
toking great credit to the House of T]om« 
mens fof the liberality they displayed ia 
the grant, 9nd for their anxiety in securing 
a provision for a prince so nearly allied to 
his Majesty, and yet immediately after 
taking this credit lor libefality, it turned 
short round upon his Majesty, and request¬ 
ed that be would pay them the whole 
amount of what in thqjr liberality they had 
just granted. It must be recollected, how- 
ever, that out of the droits of admiralty his 
Majesty had recently given large sums for 
the general service of this country. Be¬ 
tween 3 and *400,000/. had been given on 
^eount of the (Prizes taken at Copen- 
nagen, which otherwise must diave bee^ 
purchased^from the saplorsi at the expenen 
of the country. The right hun. gent, 
stated that two years ago, no one objested 
to a pension of 10 , 000 /. a year then grants 
ed to the duchess of Brunswick; and yet 
the same application which was made noty 
.might have been made then, and perhaps 
with greater force, as she was nearer al¬ 
lied to his Majesty. If the duke of Bruiis- 
w'ick had been no relation of his Majesty, 
still from his suOerings he had a claim to 
the generosity of the English nation. Such 
claim had been allowed to other royakvtd 
distinguished persons, who, driven from 
their dominions and estates, had sought 
shelter in this country. It must also be 
recollected, that the annuity was only con¬ 
tingent, as it was to last no longer thqp 
the continent remained in the present un¬ 
settled stale, and, therefore, it would not 
be easy to ascertain what sum from the 
droits of admiralty would be an equiva¬ 
lent for an annuity so circumstanced. 

Mr. Crectey would not by any means 
admit that the droits of admiralty w.ere 
the absolute pVoperty of the crown- He 
thought* that when the king accepted 7^ 
fixed annual income of 800,000/. it was 
supposed' that he had given up all other * 
claims. It never could be conceived at that 
thne that such a sum as s^fenor eight mil¬ 
lions could get into the hands of the sove* 
reign, after the commutation which 
been made.'«Although thfi law officers 
said that alhs was completely and abso¬ 
lutely .the King’s private . p roperty, wluu 
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would be thought of such a sum being de¬ 
vised will to persons out of the cuun- 
trjr ^ A the yeai^l763, his Majesty acted 
with resjn‘>'. those droi's of admiralty 
inamin!>-^< {.:.■> he,wished his ministers 
Itad nov idvi^ed him to act. He then 
gave ti|) ti.i‘ \v!io e f it to the public ser¬ 
vice. A i h»»n h I u.i of his (sir F. Bur- 
dett] had toi j foi met* oc.*aMon made a mo* 
tiofi rcs ‘ho-i*^* (huits, and, had in- 

tended f it was not for the circu n- 
staMos A’hich prevented his att.endunce in 
pirn loeiu, to retu'W ihi^ snhject iS the 
course of this session. Many sums had, 
it wa^ trtie, betMi granted out of the civil 
aiul among these sums was a grant of 
25,*KX)/, to sir Home Popliam. When it 
was considered how this House had, over 
and over again, assistetl the civil list; 
when it was considered how they had, 
over and over again, made the most libe¬ 
ral provisions for every branch of the 
royal family, and even what large sums ^ 
had voted to pay their .debts, he tliouglit 
that no unneces.sary bhrdens ought now to 
be laid upon the country, but that the 
droKs of admiralty ought to be applied 
in the present instmoe. 

Mr. Huskisson said, that notwithstanding 
the commutation by which liis Majesty 
received a fixed income in lieu of the< 
crown lands, there were many other 
branches of his revenue which he held jure 
eorma which he had not given up. 
Amongst them v\ere the 4| per cents, and, 
as he conceived, the droits of the admi- 
raky. Neveitheless if lhei*e did appear 
any specific fund which was adequate to 
the payment ok* the pension, the House 
might well take that into their considera¬ 
tion before they threw the burthen on the 
consolidated fund. When the House 
a^r^ed tb transfer the pension of 9,000/. 
ot the late duke of Gloucester to the con¬ 
solidated fund, it was frcun the considera¬ 
tion that the 4| per cents, on which it was 
previously settled, would not secure the 
regular payment of the pension; but if 
there could at that time have been point¬ 
'd out a large fund, such as the .droits of 
admiralty were at present, it was by Ao 
means clear that the House would have 
.greed to transferring it to the consolidated 
fund. If there was a large disposable fundj 
in the hands of ihe crown, ministera ought' 
to advise his Majesty to apply part of it 
to the purpose sta'cd in the motion. In 
17G3, it was true that the whole of these 
droits were given to the service* of‘the 
|>i^blic generally,, but nothing was- given 


to the captors. Of the droits, fa^>«eve% 
which had accrued during the present 

war, very large sums had' been giveiwtci 
the captqrs, and at one time a million 
given to the public service. He still 
though^lhat as it seemed to be admitted 
by his Majesty's ministers, that there w^s 
'a considerable disposable fund derived 
from those droits, the consolidated fund 
should bo indemnified from thence for the 
additional burthen which was now to be 
thrown on it. 

Mr. R. S* Dicndas mainAiined the strict 
right of the crown to dispose of this fund 
in any manner that it might think proper. 
As to thu fixed allowance Avhich has been 
made to support the King’s rfvil list, it 
huf^ been always found iasufCcicnH as it 
was inipOvVjibte that the same sum of mo¬ 
ney could now support the same estab* 
lishrneiit, which was rec^'oiied necessary 
to support the due splendour of the throne 
about half a century ago* The conse-r 
quence was, that frequent applications had 
been made to parliament to defray the 
debts necessarily contracted in the main-* 
tenance of the civil list. He thought the 
droits of admiralty might best be applied 
in supplying the deficiencies of the civil 
list, and preventing future embarrass¬ 
ments, or applications to parliament. 

Mr,. JJi'ou^:;ham represented it as a most 
dangerous doctrine and unconstitutional 
in principle, to permit the crown to amass 
large sums of money, over which tbo 
parliament' should hav^ no controul. It 
would have a tendency to make the crown 
independent of th^ parliament. A King 
might go 10 war for droit^'of admiralty. 
It was no imaginary case. Charles the 
s^toad had gone tc War for the puvpose of 
obtaining the Smyrna fleet. Paijiainent' 
should always have the right to kn.Av 
what were the sums composing this fund, 
and how they were applied. He agreed 
that some provision should be made fur 
the duke of Brunswifil:; iTut the question 

was, whcth&r the country was to be called 
upon*to supply it from its,own pocket, at 
s ch a time, or whether it would not be 
better to resort to the alternative j#to- 
posed r lie would support' the motion, 
even if there were nrt*Other grounds to go 
upon than the breaking in upoit the droits 
of admiralty, which had in a former case 
tended in a great measure,-to plunge the 
country into a war, the most disgraceful 
and disadvantageous to it. 

^ Mr. O, Johnstdne said, th^the droits of 
admiralty had beea considerably' 
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cfeascd in value since the change with 
respect to the emoluments of the captors 
of prizes had taken place ; and that, in 
consequence of thabchange, the sam could 
b'e easily reimbursed to the consolidated 
fund. The liberality of the' House had 
been fully evinced by the various grants 
that had been made to those who had not 
claims ofso.strong a nalure as the duke of 
Brunswick ; and, from whatever fund the 
sum wciuld be* eventually paid, he was 
convinced that tjiat liberality v/ould sutler 
no diminution. 

Mr. Huxvkins Bro'xne agreed in the 
principle of not iln* bMsdensef 

the peoplCji^ut conceived that the droits 
of admiralty were not the fnitd which 
should be meddled with upon the occasion 
of the grant to his serene highness. He 
conceived that, perhaps, if the right hon. 
hon. gent, (Mr. Tierney ) had asked 
for the full amount of the droits of ad¬ 
miralty, bis purpose would be satisfac¬ 
torily answered. . 

Mr. Tierney said, that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had only made one or two 
objections to thd motion, and those objec¬ 
tions were utterly destitute of arguments. 
He had never seen a greater instance of 
the uneasiness of a person w ho wished to 
get rid of a question, and who could nut 
succeed, than the right hon. gent^ ex- 
liibitod. The House had been asked for 
a grant of 7,000/. per annum, that grant 
was agreed to, and it was observed, that 
there ,existed means of a reimbursement 
of that surh; the Hou^ was then surely 
very pardonable in seeking the means by 
which such reimbursement should be ef¬ 
fected. If the crown possessed a cjipabi. 
Jity of rdjiayment, that hddition of burden 
should hf) taken from the peqfjle. It bad 
been said that his conduct in the framing 
of his addre.ss, was such, as to give offence 
to the crown. It was no such thing. 
If the crown w'at^1dl,i|Ot speak to him, he 
would speak to the crown. JJ ministers 
would not interfere upon the occasion, in 
suggesting to his* Majesty the proper mode 
t/f conduct to be observed, be would him¬ 
self* make sik^ suggestions; but no dis¬ 
respect was by any means i^niended to his 
Majesty. It had (ie*en said, that if a ge- 
' ncral* nddr»;^s for the application of the 
droits of admiralty to tile relief of.thft 
public liurthens had been moved, more 
certain success would have been the con¬ 
sequence. H e ^ certainly, agreed in tha^ 
assertion; ana he would lay aside hj9 
present motion,* if he certain of the 


right hon. gent.’s aid aul sopbottupona 
proposition to that efiecl The cases ot 
the duchess and duke of*BrunSwick wert 
very different; and if the ‘former wa« 
allowed most liberally, that wai no reasoii 
that the latter should meet with the same 
treatment. He was firmly convinced that 
the crown.was possessed of money snfiici- 
eht to reimburse the consolidated fund ; 
and iherefurc was determined to take the 
sense of the House upon the question. 
The blouse then divided, when there ap-^ 


pcared. • 

For the motion.8d 

Against it .103 

, Majority,,..,,.,,—17. 


HOUSE OF Loans. 

Ttusday, May 15 . 

[Gas Light Bill,] The Earl of Ladder- 
dak objected, from the largeness of 
tlse* capital of this company ^ complete 
monopoly would be insuiwl to them, to 
the detrinrent of those persons who had 
expended considerable sums of money iS * 
making experiments, and those who at any 
future period might make experiments. 
It w'ould also be seen by the evidence re¬ 
lative to this bill, that in the quarter wherd 
this mode of lighting had been tried, a 
*most disgusting nuisance had been created, 
and it was to be observed that, under the 
provisions of the bill, if any distrfet or 
parish made application for this mode of 
lighting, th«t {he company were to have a 
monopoly in such district or parish for 
years, and to be at liberty to open their 
streets to lay down their pipes : con¬ 
ceiving, therefore, that this w'ould be in 
fact a very improper monopoly, and that 
a great nuisance would be' generated, hlk 
lordship moved to postpone the second 
reading for three months. 

Tlie Duke of Athol contended, that {he 
capital of the company being limited to 
200,(KX)/. there was no danger of a mono¬ 
poly ; as to the evidence referred to by 
the noble lord^he urged that it could not 
regularly be commented upon, as ther^ 
was no evidence before the House relative 
to the bill. With respect to the objection 
of nuisance, he conceived that if any 
siujsance existed, there were legal means 
of getting rid of it. All tie wished at the 
mresent moment was, that the bill should 
be allowed to go to a committee, in order 
that their Ipidmips might hear evidence 
rcspectinglt, and thus he enabled toform 
uii opinion upop its qjerits. 
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. The House divided on the question, that 
the word ^ now* ftand part of the question. 
Contents 32. I{on-Contents, 12. The 
bill wsts then read a second time and 
committed. 

HOUSE OF COMMOXS, 

' Tuesday , May 15. 

[Dispute with America.] Mn. 
bread seeing the late Secretafy of State 
jlbr foreign aflairs in his place, would 
beg leave to say a few words with fegard 
to the opinion he bad formed upon the 
concspondence between that rignt him. 
gent, and Mr. Erskine relative to the late 
negociation with Aiverica which'had been 
laid before the House in the present session 
of parliament, and he trusted to the in¬ 
dulgence of the House to be allowed to 
state it, although lie certainly did not 
intend to conclude with any* motion. The 
statement made by th£t right hoii. gej)t. 
(Mr, Canrtingljhacibecp, that Mr. Erslane 
had not only not actod in conformity with, 
.4>ut had acted in direct contradiction to 
hi^instructions; and in another letter he 
had asserted, that Mr. Erskine had de¬ 
parted widely both from the letter and the 
«}pirit of his instructions. This from every 
tning which he then knew, he had taken 
the liberty to question, and then the righ( 
hon. gent, said, that the question as re¬ 
lating to himself was neither more nor less 
than whether he had told a direct false¬ 
hood in the face of Europe and the world. 
IV) this he could answer,^ that no such 
charge had ever been made, or ever in¬ 
sinuated, agaifist the right hon. gent. He 
was not aware- 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer spoke to 
£»rder. If the, hon. gent, had no motion 
.to submit to the House, such observations 
as those which he was making were cal¬ 
culated only to producq an irregular dis¬ 
cussion. 

Mr. TOibreflrf allowed, that if the House 
stood on their precise forms, he would be 
precluded from making any further 49 b- 
servations ; but he threw himself on their 
indulgence, to which he conceived himself 
to be the more entitled,, as his object was 
to shew why he was desirous, on a consi¬ 
deration of alt the circomstances of the 
case, that no ftkotion should be made*hh 
the subject to which he had called their 
attention. He presumed that the House 
would "grant to the right jion. gent. (Mr. 
Canning) a similar liberty id'rep-ly. What 
be would say, if, he were permitted to do 
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so, was, that on attentively reading 
papers to which be had alluded, he did 
think that Mr. Erskine had not complied* 
with thc^lettcr of his iiistructlons ; antf his 
also thought that any individual by whom 
those lepers, aibne were read would be 
Jiistiheol in entertaining the opinion that 
Mr. Erskine had not acted up to the spirit 
of his instructions. Yet he for his own 
part altqgethcr agreed in the vindication 
of his conduct, which had pcen oticred by 
Mr. Erskine in a dispatch which was now 
published, but which haiLnot been before 
the public last year; and thought, that the 
spirit of the instructions taken altogether 
had been complied with. But the in¬ 
structions themselves appeared to him to 
have been drawn up and framed without a 
due attenJLioii to the power vested in the 
executive goverii'iient of America, and 
without advertiiigtu the specific provisions 
of an act of congress. ‘^Moreover, if the 
right hon. gent, had continued in office 
he should perhaps have thought it right 
to make some motion upon these papers; 
because it appeared to him that another 
favourable opportunity gf placing this 
country and America upon that amicable 
footing upon which it was most desirable 
they should stand, had been Tost by the 
total rejection of Mr. Erskine's arrange¬ 
ment, by the right lion. gent. But as he 
understood the negociation between this 
country and America to be still pending, 
and that it had been conducted lately in a 
manner perfectly smooth and .satisfactory, 
and the more satisfa^torily'bqcause that 
right hon. gent, was not in office, on pub¬ 
lic gruunds*he should think it unadvisable 
to agitate any question rcl&tiveto America 
at present. And, for Mr. Ej^skme he 
'did not think it necessary any specific 
motion should be made, as his vindication 
of himself was now before the world. He 
imagined the right hon. gent, would be 
satisfied also with his own exposition of 
his own case ; if ot^itfiwwe, it was com¬ 
petent to ^im or to any othcr^ member to 
make such motion he might think proper 
on the subject. 

Mr Canning appealed to the justice of 
the House, on the extraorchnary situation 
in which he had begft placed by the con¬ 
duct of the hon. gent. On the lajit day. 
^efore the holidays, the honT gent, (hav¬ 
ing before in no obscure terms hjnted at 
the same thing], declared that he (Mr. C.) 
had asserted that which was not true when 
he had stated that Mr. EsaS^ine bad acted 
contrary to his instructions. Alter such 
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a^dcdarltion be tboo^ht, that he was in- 
titleil ia iairneas to expect, either that the 
hpn. gent, should support his declaration 
by argui^fnts and facts in a manly^annco 
or. that if .convinced of its fallacy, h| should 
come forward and candidly disavow it. 
In stating it to have been represented by 
that hon. gent, that his assertions were not 
true, he had never meant to say, that that 
expression was applied to him pctsonally, 
or in a jvay thht affected him as a gentle* 
man, but only^in his oiBcial capacity, 
most importantly as affecting the interests 
aud character of the country, and also in 
another view (whicK he should be one 
of the last to disregard), as traducing the 
character of another iiidividiinl. Tliat 
individtiui he had neither traduced mtr 
misrepresented. He had aflirtned, and 
armed with the documents on the table 
he would teariesvly ic-aflirm, that Mr. 
Erskine had acted in direct contradiction 
to his instructions, and had deviated both 
from their letter and from their sniilt. 
Mr. Erskine had not only done that which 
he was directed not to do, hut from that 
which he had l^en directed to do, he liud 
abstained. This he was ready to esiahlish 
by argument, u hoiicvcr Mr. E.’s friends or 
his OW'D accustrs would g^'e him an op> 
portunity olMoing vo. If the hon. gentle¬ 
man opposite were not more satishedvwilh 
the documents than his speech that night 
showed him to be, he would tell him ex¬ 
plicitly that he would accept of no com- 

I iromise. Lubouriitg as he ha^ done so 
ong and anxiously u^der circumstances 
of peculiar provocation, he had carefully 
avoided using single word of unkindness 
or disrespect towards the individual who 
^was the Shbjccl of the pr&sent observations* 
His business with Mr. Erskine was merely 
with a gentleman acting under him in hi^ 
oihcial capacity. So far was he from per¬ 
mitting any political differences to induce 
him to advise Erskine, 

qr the substitution or another minister in 
America, that he appealed to Mr. Erskine 
himself, whether those who felt liiost 
.varraly for his interest and honenr could 
have ireatcfUj^im with more kindness, at- 
lention and indulgence ? But whetlter 
Mr. Erskine, to whofii lie was a stranger, 
or the dealest friend that he' had upon 
earth, were involved in o question qoiw 
nected'with the public interest, committed 
to his care, he never could allow any 

J iriv^c confli^ration to interfere with the 
aith^l and ^isclentious* discharge of his 
public duty., 14 e had yever withheld Ifia 
vot. x\\: 


lQlO,^D»puie with America, 

ofRcial disapprobation from those whom 
he most loved, if they s(|)peiired to him 
deservedly to incur it‘; iior had he ever 
gone out of liis way to express that dis^ 
approbation, because the individual oa 
whom it fell was of political opinions dil^ 
ferent from his own. He was confident 
that on that ground his character and. con« 
dhet while in office would bear the strictest 
examinatiqp* When so many months bad 
elapsed after the return.of Mr. Erskine. 
during the whole of which time the 
grossest misrepresentations ^liad been cir- 
culated-against him, and when the docu« 
meats, by which the whole aliair was elu-^, 
cidated, jay on the table, was it just tliaf 
hd (Mr. Canning) should be left without 
either an opportunity of publicly refuting’ 
it, or a relractation of the charge ? Oit 
the one hand, the discussion would enable 
him himself prove the fallacy of the 
accusation preferf^d against him, ^r oit 
tbe* other band a frank avowal of that fal¬ 
lacy by Ills accusers would prove to the 
world how unfounded had been the charge^ 
lie relumed the hon. gent, therefore nd 
thunks for the little raixiure of candour in 
his observations. The fact was that the 
hon.gent, could not, dare not, maintain his 
original position. He was ready to ineelT 
him u{>on the subject whenever be chose. 
•That was the sort of reception which he 
gave to the overture of the hon. gent, fo 
puss the matter by without debate. If 
the hon. gent, should change his mind, he 
repeated that he was ready to meet his ar¬ 
guments whetrever he might chuse'to sfd- 
vance them ; or the argun^nts of any 
other friend of the hon. gent, in question, 
respecting whom he trusted that no dis¬ 
respectful expression had escaped him,al«, 
though he had felt it his duty to .advis« 
his Majesty to reciil a minister ftho had 
so directly disobeyed his instructions. He 
should have given his Majesty expressly 
the same advice, had that minister hctii 
connected with liim by the closest ties of 
friendship or consanguinity. He begged 
patdon of the \ioase for having presumed 
to trcspivs so long upon thoir inriulgencr^ 
but trusted they wcuid rerollpct that Uic 
cliarge which had been preferred against , 
hl.'i '"wfts of a most serious nature. He 
^ad bc( n accused not of pdicial miscon¬ 
duct merely, but of conMuct which, if it 
,could be established, would proie him 
wholly unworihy of that office, the func¬ 
tions of which* It would in that case ap¬ 
pear he' had most grossly misused.— 
Wheiher.the hoto. gent., brought forward 
• 3 X ; ' 
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<tbe qucftion, or left it where it was, ha 
trusted that he snouid now stand eqeally 
justified in the 0{)iaion of tlie House and 
the country. 

Mr. Whilhread declared tb^t he had 
offered no < compromise whatever to the 
light hon. genu His thanks he did not 
expect, and he was surprised at his allow¬ 
ing that he (Mr. W.) had mixed even 'a 
Rule candour in his observations.' He 
should not bring forward any motion on 
she subject, because he did not thinli. that 
Mr. Erskine required any more to be said 
in his vindication. But if the right hon. 
gent, feeling that his own conduct re¬ 
quired further defence, and reg^^dless of 
the existing circunfstances between the 
two countries, was disposed to submit to 
the House any proposition upon the sub-^ 
jfict he should always be ready to meet it. 

Mr. Morris begged'to say. a few words, 
although he was awar^t that a regard to 
the forms pf the House' would render 
impossible for him to go into the subject 
as he wished. He expressed his surprise 
fiiat the right hon. gent, had treated the 
question as having at any time assumed 
vie aspect of a personal diflerencc between 
that right hon. gent, and Mr. Erskinc. 
fie had never so understood it. He cer¬ 
tainly did always consider that the right 
bon. gent ought to have laid on the table 
alj the documents upon this subject, or 
that— 

Mr. Canmr^ spoke to order. There 
was a regular charge preferred against 
hifii of official misconduct in a discussion 
studiously directed of the forms of debate. 
He had never treated the question as one 
of a personal nature between Mr. Erskine 
and himself, but— 

« The Speaker here interposed, and pre¬ 
vented any farther conversation. He 
expressed his hope that what had occurred 
would induce the House in future not to 
entertain any discussion without a distinct 
question before them, and would convince 
them of the practical wisdom of their own 
rules upon that subject. 


submit to the consideration of tiie Cp^ 
mittee a general statement of the supplies 
and ways and means of the year. "Ift 
doing this, and laying before the Cbm^ 
mittee, its it was his duty to do, a detailed 
exposition of the financial circumstances 
of the country, he should not confine what 
he had to say to the bare statement of 
the revenue, but at the same time exhibit 
a general view of the trade and conimer* 
cial situation of the country. The ac¬ 
counts on the table, whi^hnad been re* 
fered to the Committee for consideration, 
would, he was persuaded, in this respect 
be found highly interesting in their general 
results, and particularly aj^licabte to 
the subject to which he was now draw 
th£ attention of the Committee. He 
thought that they would not only afford 
the best means of forming a correct judg¬ 
ment how far the couiftry was able to 
support its present burthens, but that they 
would be the best answer to those who 
were accustomed to take gloomy views of 
the financial situation of the 
Tliey would shew, that so^far fre^i^here 
being a reason to apprehend any thing 
like decay or failure in our finances, the 
more we looked at them, the more rea¬ 
son would we have to be satisfied with 
their growing improvement and prospe¬ 
rity.* It would be highly satisfactory to 
know, that such had bean the produce of 
our revenues in that year—that very year 
when metV of great weight and authority 
in that House anticipUted a failure-, that 
instead of the defi^'it they apprehended, 
there had Actually been a yery consider¬ 
able increase. Those points however he 
should, not then stc^ to examipp as he 
should haveoccasion to dwell on them'at* 
more length j,n another part of hif speech 
as more immediately connected with the 
ways and means.—He should, therefore,' 
without further preliminary observation 
proceed to state the vppplm already voted 
and also thf ways and means by which he 
proposed to cover them. 

r 

SUPPLIES, 1810. . ‘ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. Navy (exclusive of Oidoance Sea Seiw 

Wednesday,May vice) .T... 19,338,000 

into a Committee of Ways and Means, to Ireland. 2,993,031 

which were referred the account of the <1 Ditto Extraordinaries 


Public Debt^ and the other Public Ac¬ 
counts usually, referred to Committee 
preparatory to the Budget, ’ * ' 

Ckaitcdlor Jijf the Exchequer rose to 


EoKland ...3,750,000 > AoisnOOO 
Ireland ... 200,000 J 5f,950,tW 

fTnprovided ditto last year.... 44tt^7 20.3^,000 


Oglnaiice. 4,411,000' 

MnoRlsaeeos (about)'..3^000,000' 
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&gl»ud ..,5,000,000 J nannnixn 

Mand ... iWO.OOOj. 3,900,000 

Sicily . 400,000 

PWrttigal .:. • 980,000 

, Joint Charge.'.. ^51^560,000 

Separate Charges, 

liOyalty liMR. 18,776 

Interest on Exchequer Bills... 1,600,000 

-.1,618,776 

' Total Supplies.52,185,000 

Jrisli Proportion.6,106,000 

England ... 46,079,000 

fmh Proportion of 
^50,566,000 ..*...5,936,000 

Ditto Civil l^t and other 

charges . 170,000 6,106,000 

♦ ' ■ ■■■>■* 
To meet these Supplies, the Ways and 

Means were as follows 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Annual Duties..^3,000,000 

Surplus Consolidated Fund 1809 . 2,661,602 


had only ^ M,400.qpo;. The exces* 
Of the receipts above th^ assessment of the 
year was consequently* 2,351,23S<. U 
would not, however, be reasonable to oaU 
culate upon so large a receipt in the pre« 
sent year, as the excess of the recef^fe 
above the actual assessment consisted of 
arrears of former years which had-been 
Collected with great activity and successi 
Such ind^d had been the Activity used 
in the collection of the arrears, that there 
were^iow none due of a later date thm 
the year 1807, and the particular arrears 
which now appeared to be due wer# Si 
follows: for the year 1807,the arrears wero 
409,9234; for the year 1808, 530,368f.jr 
for the year 1809, 540,750/.; and f<^ 

the present year 6,241,405/. This larf 
sum, however, could notproperly be called 
arrears, as the assessment for the year 
1810 was made up to the 5th of 
which was only l^t month, and that as« 

•.* V i 


T^uJlv <flin A Ann nf\f\ s^ssmcnt was now in the regulag courso Of 

War Taxes .. 19,500.000 Collection. It wan therefore, hard to stotd 

whether there were any arrears properly 


lioUery. 550,000 

Exchequer Bills .^5,311,600 

Vote uf Credit .. 3,000,000 

Loan. 8,000,000 

j646.223,202 

'* The Exchequer Bills funded in the 

present year amount to.8,311,600 

The like amount to be issued for the ^ 
service of 1810, wdi be applied. 

To discharge Vote of Credit 

Bills 1809. 3,000,000 

Towards the Supply of the 

Year.. 5,311.60^ 

8,311,600 

The lotal of ways and means, as the 
Committee mist perceive, would ali'ord 
a surplus of 141,202/. above the, total 
^amount TW' the sopj^lics.* • 

IIavir>T thus laid before the committee 
a general statement of the total amount of 
grants of supplies and of the ways and 
means to meet them, it became his duty 
next to make soiiih. observations on the 

- • *. .. n 


belonging to the year 1810. Since .the 
year I8u4 there had been granted on 
account of the war taxes altogetbei^ 
] 15,880,000/. of which there had been 
received 107,441,478/. leaving a total arf 
rear of 8,437,522/. of grants unsatisfied; 

This balance however was to be dc- 

ducteil from the arrear of assess.. * 

ments outstanding at the same pe¬ 
riod... 9,326,009 

. 8,437,529 


Leaving a balance applicable to the 

service of the yqar, of.. 

To which was also to be added, the 
amount of the war tax on tea, for¬ 
merly posqioned. 


889,47f 


400,000 


Tot.il of tlic sum to be added to the • * 

)>roduce of the property tax this 

year . 1,289,478 


He now came 'to consider of the 
taxe^; of customs and excise, and in doing 
difierent items* As to the first t^o items of jbis he would take the average of the last 
the ways and mi^ans, it did not occur to th^ec years. 


Of the year 180? the pnxluce was....^. 9,018,201 

rh^ ycart609 produced. 8.806,891^ 

The year 1810. 9.356,309 

Total...£.27,181,405 

Of which the avrrnj!?h was. 9,060,000 


him that it waa necessary to make any 
particular observations with respect to 
them at present. But with respect to the 
war taxes, he felt that it would be incum¬ 
bent upon him to state to the House those 

reason^ w hien made him conceive niraseir would tak(» os the iiftmiot 

warranted in taking them* at the amquift of the total receipts of the customs 
that In' had slated. The war taxes had and excise for the present year; to 
last VMr produced a2.707,0lK)/. The which add the sum More inenti.*- 

produce of ll^ax upon pmperty actually, » tax. AoUe same amounrM 

paid ijatathe treasury m the last year was. lastyear. it,4^,0OO 

J5|75X«2:/3/. qf tvhich sqm the assessUUiit Making together..^.30,4^,000 
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Aiid hsving add^d'tlid balance be bad 
just sta^» as applicable to the ser¬ 
vice of the year...|.... 1,292.000 

Tbe total produce of the war taxes for 

the year would be found to be. 21,'752,000 

Bat from this was to be deducted the 
- amooot pledged for the Loans of 
1807 and 1809. 2,240,000 


Leaving a balance f‘^r the year of ..^.19^512,00^ 

With respect to the lottery, ha'knew an 
honourable gentletnau opposite him (Mr. 
Whitbread), was still positive in li^ in¬ 
tention of opposing the raising of any sum 
of money whatever iu that way. But 
whatever weight his objections might ulti¬ 
mately have, he was sure the honourable 
Kentlenian would bk much gratitied to 
find, that many of the most serious evils 
which were formerly attendant upon lot¬ 
teries, had been, in a great measure, if not 
wholly, removed by diilbren): .suggestions 
and 'regulations whieft he himself had 
tnade. Tfie new plan, of having tlt3 
i^'hoJe lottery drawn in (me day, cut up 
by the roots that system of itisueance upon 
the drawing of the lottery, which had 
produced such mischievous cllects among 
many of the lower classes of the commu¬ 
nity. When the drawing oi‘ the lottery 
toniiiiued many days, it was hardly pos¬ 
sible to prevent illegal insurances: and 
the great mischief attending them was,' 
th^t the poor were often induced to risk 
all that they were worth, and expos' 
themselves to absolute ruin, in the hope of 
fecovcriiig their fir.'jt losses. The dcstruc- 
ti(fn of insurances tlicrcfore had almost 
entirely removed those evil consequences 
which had been complained of in former 
lotteries. He did not think, for his own 
part, that giving up the lottery altogether 
would bv any means de.stroy the spirit of 
gaming* among the lower orders. He 
thought on the contrary, thut it might 
drive many of them to modes of gambling, 
which would be much more pernicious to 
them, as .partaking of the evils attending 
insurances, without the slightest possi¬ 
bility of gain. He meant.the little go'es, 
/tud things of that description, tie trusted 
therefore that, when it came to be argued, 
the House would still he of opinion that 
this source of revenue should not be aban¬ 
doned. , ^ , 

As to the large sum of 8,511,000/. in 
exchequer bills funded, he had already, 
stated that the vote of credit of the last 
year bad be<tn defrayed frem these ex¬ 
chequer bills. And as to a vote of cfedit 
for the present ho did not think it 


necessary for him tc^ use any piirticulalP 
arguments to recommend it. He trusted 
the House would perceive Aie necessity'of 
grantiiig'the usual vote of credit m<the 
present ptate of ^^he -country, and the cir^* 
cumstaaces and situation of the world in 
general. 

He came next to the consideration of 
the loan, consisting of eight millions for 
the bcrvite of Great Britain, and four mil¬ 
lions for the service of Ireland; and he 
had the .satisfaction to inform thu com¬ 
mittee, that he had constructed for the 
twelve nullions that morning, on terms 
iiifmitcly more favo:::rabIc to the public 
than hud ever been, at any former period, 
knn^vl:l. The U*rois he liad ^njposed as 
the basis of ilic law, were to give every 
100/. sub?ti:ril)(.d, 130/, in the 3 per cent, 
reduced stock, and lo ’akc tiie bidiling in 
the .3 pec cent, coiwol*. The contr.ict 
was finally completed upon an (tiler on the 
part of tli(! contractors to lake 10/. 7.f. dii, 
in the consols, in atlJilicm to the IJO/. re¬ 
duced annuities lor every 100/. ^uo.■(C^bcd, 
making in ihe whole 140/. Ts, Gd. for 
each i0()/. Tho amount df interest upon 
the money borrowed was, ihcroforo, but 
4/. 45. 3'Jd. per cent.; so that the loan of 
twelve millions for the service of Gre.it 
Britain and Ireland, was thus borrowed ut 
l.js. per cent, below ihe rate of legal 
interest. Tho total charge that would 
arise to the public, including the sinking 
fund and tjic ciiarge of management upon 
the loan, would bu biAt bl. 135. per cent. 
The conimllLec would from thlT'slatcincnt, 
be enabled,to appreciate the advantage 
derived to the public upch this loan, by 
adverting to the terms upon which the 
loan oflast year hfid*beeii effecteif. Gen-, 
tlemcn wouKi recollect, lhat the ioaii for 
<ihc service of the year 180Q had been 
procured at an interest of 4/. ]2r. IO(/., 
and that such terms were on that occasion 
looked upon as most f^fou/'able. It would 
be seen, tj^erefore, with satisfaction, that 
according to the statement He had just 
submitted, the loan for thrc service of the 
present year had been obtained at the 
rate of 8s. Td. per cent, irit^cst loss ttian 
the last year, and it would be for the com¬ 
mittee to decide, whether, so far as the 
transaction'was connected wHh the situa- 
rioq of the country, it was to be regarded 
as a proof for the better or the' worse. 
(Hear!) It would be in the recollection 
j}f the committee, that at a^rmer neriod 
«of the session he suboiitteda propq&ittnn 
to tht House for f/inding s c^tala proper* 
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ttbnof ttio e^chequel bills outstanding in 
4be $ per cents. The 'stock created by 
tbatoperatioD,a8ded to what was created by 
t&e*tran8action of the loan, constituted the 
whole amount of thetaddstion to the pub¬ 
lic debt. In consequenceof ihe liJjin there 
were created in the 3 per cents, reduced 
10,400,000/. in the 3 per cents, consols 
350,000/.making a total on account of 
the loan ot 11,230,000/. Now, if this 
amount were to be added the stock created 
on account of the funded exchequer 
bills 8,381,727/! it would gire a total of 
addition to the public debt of Great Bri¬ 
tain in the present year of 19,811,727/. 
The charge for interest upon this addition 
to the punffb debt was on the 3 per cents, 
reduced consols 336,000/.; on the exoiie- 
quer bills funded in the 5 per cents. 
4^29,086/.; forming a total annual charge 
of 763,986/. Trf> this charge, however, 
was to be added, on account of I percent, 
sinking fund, 198, M 7/, and on account of 
charge of management, 6,735/. which 
would make the whole of the annual 
charge to be provided for, including the 
diderent tales4>f interest, and charges for 
the sinking fund, and of management, 
970.833/. 

It now became bis duty to submit to the 
consideration of the committee, the means 
by which he proposed to meet so Urge a 
supply ; but he had brst to bring under 
the olwervation of the committee the fact, 
that the charge upon the whole, inclusive 
of every expence, 4 vas but/;/, l&s. \\d. per 
cent. TIffe cause of its being even so high 
’was oITviously to be iSuiu! i^;^the transac¬ 
tions for funding the exchequer bills in ihe 
3 per cents. Thus he had stated in detail 
all the*lie.ids of thd Ways and means pf 
the your, with the exception of the con¬ 
solidated fund, it remained tor him, there¬ 
fore, to put the committee in possession of 
the grounds of his entertaining a reason¬ 
able prospect,^ ^p. the produce of that 
fund, and also to shew why he did not pro¬ 
pose to tike the surplus for *lhe present 
year at more than 4,400,000/. Th6 total 
cb'Wge upon the consolidated fund for the 
year 1810,.was 34,421,996/. the total pro- 
doce of that fund being 41,441,770/. up to 
the 3ih of Apriflast. The diflerence,* 
therefore,between the charge and produce J 
of that fund, Binounted to 7,019^774/. 
Wbeti ibis difference was so large, it might 
be matter of surprise to the committee, 
thai be digkiiot estimate^the surplus for the 
prc,ient yc^ higher tlian he proposed }o 
da/ that difierenco therp Vas 


to be deducted the deficiency of the pre-* 
ceding year, aniountinif to 358,712/. and 
also 2,661,000/. which ^ad been already 
voted in the present session, as the pro¬ 
duce of that fund above the estimated sur¬ 
plus of last year. These deductions would 
reduce the difference to little more than 
the sum at which he proposed to estimate 
the surplus of the fund for the present 
year. Me had next to acquaint the com¬ 
mittee witb the grounds on which he cal¬ 
culated that its produce would be nearly 
the same in the current year. The con¬ 
solidated customs in the year ending the 
3th of April 1810, had exceeded their 
produce in the antecedent year, lliis 
branch *of tbe'revfaiue had produced m 
the last year 3,231,449/. vrhereas in the 
preceding yeqr it had produced but 
3,719,000/. He was aware, however, 
that it would not tie either reasonable or 
just to assume, that the receipt of th% con- 
^Hdated customs would in the present be 
tl»e same*as in the Iasi year. * He should 
take the a.verage oP the two years, which, 
the sum of both being 8,970,449/, woubl 
be 4,485.221/. 

The vimount of the revenue of consoli¬ 
dated excise he proposed to take at what it 
had produced last year, 16,880,635/. The 
total amount of the consolidated customs 
and excise revenue during the last year, 
allowing fur the duties on tea postpqqed, 
and the sugar duties transferred from the 
customs loathe excise, amounted to up¬ 
wards of ;i4,000,000/. The consolidated 
customs and*excise revenue in 1808,4iad 
produced 23,000,000/.; bpt in the ac¬ 
counts for the l&st year there was a blank 
left for the duties on sugar, in the last quar¬ 
ter, which had not been received, hut which 
estimated according to the receipts of the 
preceding quarters, would raisf the re¬ 
ceipts of the last year to above 24,000,000/. 
or 24,476,000/. • iSo that the receipts of 
that year w^ould be to those of 1808, n^ftrly 
as 24 to 22, and to those of 1807, as 24 to 
23, and if the receipts should continue 
during the remaining quarters to exceed 
the reqpipts of the last year, in the sana^ 
proportion as the first quarter’s receipts 
had exceeded the receipts of the corres-i 
ponding quarter of last year, he bad a cer¬ 
tainty of a very considerable increase, 
ft would, he had no doubt, be a satisfac¬ 
tion to learn, that the malt .duty* in which 
there had been some falliqg was now 
beginning |o«recover; ant) that there had 
bflbn an increase of from forty to fifty 
tbousantl pounds in the last quarter* 
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He now came to the consideration of 
^he asseaeed taxefl| The prodocc of these 
taxes last year vm QASQflOOI ,; but upon 
comparing the receipts with the actual 
mieessnients. he found that the receipts 
were coniiiderably more than the assess¬ 
ments, an increase which could only arise 
from the extraordinary exertions made to 
collect the arrears. The amount of arrears 
last year, in the arreared taxes, was not 
less than 600j0a0/. whereas bb had the 
satisfaction to inform the committee, that 
the whole amount of such arrears, af pre¬ 
sent outstanding, did not exceed :i00,000/.; 
Si state of progress in the efTectual collec¬ 
tion of these taxes, which must prove to 
the House and the co^ntry that no'neglect 
at least had taken place in that depart¬ 
ment. Making allowance therefore for 
the arrears collected within the last year, 
be should take credit, on account of the 
assessed taxes, for 5,B60,000/.' 

The produce of the stalnp duties he pK)| 
posed to take at the an^ount of their pre- 
duce last year, being 5,193,QpO/. The 
pest-oiCce produced 1,194-,000/. and as it 
was a growing revenue, he was also enti¬ 
tled to take it at the same amount. There 
were several other minor branches of re- 
Y^nne arising from pensions, land tax, 
han'kers and pedlars and imprest monies, 
which, added to the various sources of re¬ 
venue he had before enumerated, would 
carfy the receipts of the consolidated fund 
to 35,357,000/. The sum which had been 
transferred to the consolidated /und from 
the overtaxes on account of the loans of 
J307 and 18()p, amounted to 2,240,000/, 
annually; so th&t the whole receipts of 
the consolidated fund exclusive of the 
duties annually voted, were 37,597,000/. 
The total amount of charge upon the con¬ 
solidated «fund exclusive of Ireland, and 
an allowance of 100,000/. for charges 
which might be thrown npon it in the 
couiioe of the year, (a sum of 160,000/. 
having been so appropriated in the course 
of last year) did not exceed 31,960,000/. 
which sum, deducted from the receipts, 
w^uld leave a surplus of 5,'637,OQ()/. It 
was natural then for the committee to asK 
.why, when the surplus according to his 
own statement was so great, he should 
propose to take it only at (he amount of 
4,400/)U0/.' The treason of his so doing 
he was prepared to state to the committee, 
and that would necessarily lead him to an 
^planation of the means ;^y.= which he 
proposed to cover the supply r^uifed for 
tha charge of the loan, . - 


I The accounts on tablp^ would she^. 

' the committee, that the faceiotri under tba 
head of stamps, had amooifteo last ypaa.toi 
5,103,()OQ/. which was .an increase atvVhr 
the receipts of the preceding year of the 
sum of^*1,236,007/. This great increase 
was, in some degree, owing as well to the 
*col lection of arrears, as arising subsequent 
to, and out of certain regulations and pro¬ 
visions, which had been adopted on bis 
own suggestion in the yeas 1808,,}n the 
act for consolidating of the duties on 
stamps. The charge to fle provided for 
in that year amounted to. 731,000/. Qf 
this 624,242/. had ^ been provided by 
other means, and 106,756/. only remained 
to be defrayed out of the ^nsolidated 
staqips. TaLng the average of tke two 
preceding * years as the criterion of the 
produce of the stamp-duties, the excess 
of the receipt of last yea^* would give the- 
exact amount derived from the regula¬ 
tions which he had recommended. This 
average was 3,856,030/. which deducted, 
from 5,193,000/. the receipt of last year, 
would leave an excess of 1,236,970/. ap¬ 
plicable to the public service. He was 
aware that in making this statement he 
might be exposing himself to censure, for 
having made so great a miscalculation of 
the eilccts pf his measure: but whatever 
|•nligbt,be thought of that, he was confident 
that the committee would feel the pro¬ 
priety of taking advantage of this increase^ 
and apply it to the service of the year. 
If the sum Charged, in yiOS, on the stamp 
consolidated duties of 106,758/. were de¬ 
ducted from, the sdVplus receipts ot l^k 
year, it would leave a balvice of nearly 
1,130,000/. arising out of the additions 
aqd regulations made^n the consOfidaiion 
of the stamp duties in 1808. Tbepropo- 
silton then wlfich he had to submit to the 
House, and he should beg of gentlemen, 
to tax and comment upon, and criticise it 
as they might think, ,^^was, tliat the 
charge of 970,339/. '1'2 j. incurred 
upon the lo^n, and the funding bf exche¬ 
quer bills in the present year, should be. 
ta^enoutof this excess of the provision ' 
made in the regulation of the stamp duties 
in 1808. If the House couhf have antir 
cipated such an* excesS from the measure 
then resorted to, he had no doubt but fhat 
they might have -applied it in the same 
manner as any other surplus of ways and 
means, to the relief of the barlhens of that 
year. But in submitting this^foposition 
U»tthe committee, *hc intreat^gentlemeit 
not'to-coniider itcottteiJiing.ftny thing 
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i&ir. flaying gra^d these duties in impose new ones. Though he could not; 
f 908j the Houfe was iustified in appro- therefore^ find any prec^ent preoiaely lA 
pj^Paiing them to the charge of ^the pre- point for the measure hi proposed in the 
itnt year on accoupt of the loan. But it instance to which he had alluded, that 
was not necessary to* rui! the appropria- could be no reason why, under the differ- 
don to the full length of the exceft of the ent circumstances of the times, the mea* 
receipts over the 106,758/. required for sure should not now be adopted on the 
the charge of 1808. He should propose grounds, on which he felt it his duty to 
to reserve a sum of 150,000/. fjjom that recommend it. 

excess, which would leave a sum of But in*censidering this part of the ques- 
1,086,000/. wnich, after covering the tion,h(j wished to bring to the recolleption 
charge for the nurrent year, would afford of lift Committee, the plan which had< 
a balance of about 115,000/. applicable to been brought forward in 1807, ^ his iffl- 
thc general purposes of the consolidated mediate predecessor in office. The prin- 
fund. * ciple upon which that plan was founded,' 

He was ag^are that many persons might was, thaS it was desirable to suspend the 
feel coysiderable objections to this propo- laying on of any new taxes for three years 
sition ; but the more such objections at least, in order to cherish the resources 
should be examined, the more they would of the country.' Consequently no new 
be found to contain nothing of any weight taxes had been laid on in that year, and, 
in comparison v^th the advantages that though the principle had not been adhered 
would result from its adoption. The first to in 1808, no ne^ taxes had been im- 
objection, that perhaps would be started, p'Qsed in the year 1809. Thus the plan 
was, that the House would consider it a had been carried into effect in two of the 
new principle to look to the actual rc- three years originally proposed, but ac«, 
ceipt of formei^ taxes for decaying the tually only In one, because the additional 
accruing burthens of the current year, taxes and produce of regulations adopted 
It might, too, be stated in support of this in the intervening year, by producing 
objection, that in the year 1802, when a above a million more than was necessary, 
sum of 1,800,000/. only was wanted, Mr. to meet the charge of that year, in reality 
Addington had laid on taxes to a much amounted to a provision for two years in 
larger amount; and yet in the following one. There was also another considera- 
year, had proceeded to provide for its tion, which weighed strongly on his roidd 
charges by new taxes, without resorting in recommending this measure. By the 
to the excess of the provision* over the exertions that had been made, and were 
charge of the preceding year. But such still in progress, to call in the arrears «of 
fie might me^, by asking whe- the property and assessed taxes, which 
ther his proposition was the**same with last year amounted to2,80A,d()0/.aconsi- 
th4t submitted to the House in 1802 ? Be- derable sum had been drawn from the 


sides, g^tlemeii would /ecollect that Mr. 
oAddington’s measure had been brought 
forward*in a year of peaces and at a 
time, too, when he was making a very 
cdn^erable and important alteration in 
the whole system of the sinking fund. 
When such anuh^ation was in progress, 
it was natural to look to some new ar¬ 
rangements to provide for the charge of 
the current yearj rather than go back to 
the, produce arising from the financial 
operations of « preceding year. If some 
considerations of thi% description had not 
, influenced the measures resorted to on the 
occasion to i^ich he had alluded, or if th^ 
idea then^nerally entertained, as at 
preiKht, that4n end ought to be put to 
the pfogress of taxation so long as it could 
be aT«id0d,^i^wa8 of opinion that the* 
miniiikefs of that day should have resorted* 
to the existbg old taxes,.rather than : 


public in addition to the regular receipta 
of the year. The Committee thenwoulfj 
see that the period when such an* addi-. 
tional collection had been made from the 
public, though oq account of arrears,.was 
not a time for resorting to new taxes^if 
they could be avoided. He begged parti- 
'cularly in this place to call the attention 
of,the Committee to a resolution which 
had been introduced by the noble lor^ 
wliom 111 succeeded (marquis of Lans- 
downe) into his financial resolutions in 
1807. This resolution directed that an 
account should be laid before the House 
If *the net produce of alL the permanent 
taxes for the three preceding years, and 
\hat an average should be*made of those 
not then in full.operation: it'also direct¬ 
ed tluit a- skriUar account should be made 
out for the years 1308,. 9, and 10,. and 
tjkere should aj^pear^o be any excess of 
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amount in tho^e Uiree last years, that it 
should be at the'disposal of Parliament, 
and applicable tct cover the charge of llie 
loan for either year; but if any deficiency 
should take place, that it was to bo 
made good by Parliament. The principle 
of this resolution was certainly not that 
upon which his proposition wa^ founded; 
because, if he were to take an average on 
three years, the excess would bef b(),00()/. 
more than he meant to take for the scr^ 


creased in the last ^ar to the ekteiU df 
1,500,0(10 yards. But was not the grow* 
ing prosperity of the country obrious^^iw 
the great public works which were «iii* 
dertakei} throughout the country — the 
great canals and extensive docks which 
were on all sides establishiiig ^ The pro¬ 
gress of such undertakings, with as much, 
spirit, activity, and enterprii^c, as in ^ 
time ol rtie most profound and prosperous 
peace, was a certain indication «of the 


vice of the present year. He had ad¬ 
verted to this* resolution only to shew, 
that his proposition was not altogether a 
novel idea in that House. 

It might here be material, as ^>'^11 with 
a view to form a correct judgment upon 
the subject as for the satisfaction of tlie 
committee, to look briefly to tlie state of 
the trade, manufactures, and commerce of 
the epuntry, in order to shew, that there 
was a just prospect thatt.their expectation 
would not prove unfounded as to the stt- 
bility of the means and resources of ttie 
empire. This would most ssfcisfactorily 
apppar from a reference to the compara¬ 
tive amount of the exports and imports at 
diflerent periods. The official value of 
the imports last year was 50,255.2001. 
The prosperous year of peace (JS02) was 
only 31,442,318/. biding an increase last 
year of nearly 5,000,000/. above the most 
pnasperous year of peace. The exports of 
British manufactures last year amounted 
to 35,107,000/.; in 1802 thay were only 
27^993,199/. being a dilFerfnce between 
eight and 9,000,000/. in favour of last 
year. The exports of foreign manufac¬ 
tured goods was last year 15,194,000/. 
somewhat less than the amount of toreign 
exports in 1802, which was 19,152,000/. 
But it x^as most satisfactory to observe, 
that though the exports of foreign goods 
had decreased, the export of British ma¬ 
nufactures had risen in h greater propor¬ 
tion, and that there was a greater increase 
upon the whole of 4,180,000/. the amount 
of all the exports having been last year 
50,300,000/., whereas i» 1802, th^ey 
Amounted to but 46,120,000/. Upon 
average of the two last years, compared 
with the average of 1802 and. the pre¬ 
ceding year, the advantage was 3,1 G8|300/. 
ill favour of these two years of war ovep 
tvi'o years of peace. But if the advan¬ 
tage had even not been so much in favour* 
of last year, the average would shew, that 
the country was not statiofiac)^ but pro¬ 
gressive in prosperity. In Yorkshire 
alone the manufacture of^ cloth had in* 


flourisliing condition of cjur trade, raanu- 
fucturcs, and commerce. 

The Committee would, he trusted, ex* 
cuse him for having called their atteii* 
lion to such topics which were so inti* 
matcly connected with the sdffjcct of that 
day. It wes of the highest conse(|uence 
to shew, 'that liic state of the industry^ 
manufactures, and commerce of the coun¬ 
try was such as to enarle the nation to 
maintain the burthens it had to bear, and 
that whilst there appeared an increase in 
all, there could be no reason for consfidcr- 
ing this a failing or a falling country. 
Though undoubtedly the Committee must 
be sensible that the pressure of the times 
may bear heavily upon some classes of 
their fellow subjects, a pressure which 
they must all equally lament, yet it was 
consolatory to reflect, that there was no 
ground for apprehending any material 
or extensive national calamity. But it 
was not only in our internal resources, but 
in our external means and strength, that 
the progressive prosporit}* of this nation 
was to be traced:^ This too haAl ,hap£ily 
been made cut to ' the conviction of our 
enemy. It was but a feiv years since 
that epemy had declared that all he want¬ 
ed were ships, colonies, and cdlAmerce., 
If the attainment of such objects were his 
wish, what progress had he made towards 
their accompli^ment? It was only by ac¬ 
quisitions from this country that he was to 
realize any one of and yet all the 

commerce, that belonged to his empire it 
had lost; all the colonics that bad be¬ 
longed to him he had lost; and the few 
ships he had remaining were kept pent up 
in ports, without ever daring bo put to sea. 
This was the govcrnmeiit, loo, whose mea¬ 
sures were representca as founded in wis¬ 
dom, and executed with ability, whilst 
the ^government'of thiscouiHry had been 
uniformly charged wiih v^nknest, igno¬ 
rance, folly, and imbecility. He should 
/letain the Comipittee witl/Wt one ,tnpre 
observation, to shew that The operations 
ot the wise measures ef oidert in 
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c%ufrcH|*io much 

bad had the cfl^t of reducing the receipts of the scaleof out ann^l exocnditare/k 
of-fhe cQstoms in France from 2,500,000/. would be impossibte to a>arRV on tliowar 
to 500,000/. being's diminution 4-5tiu for any long time. Even in ibc event of 
of its whole amount.* This ahevi^d bow peace they w'ould not be without theit 
unavailing all the measures of thed^Vench bcultics, a» it would be expected chat- a 
ruler were to the accomplishment of hisj consiilcrable share of the public Lurtbeua 
darling object. He should, therefore, not should then be reduced. When hia right 
take up more of the time of the commit- Ron. friend took part of the surplus of thn 
tee, but move, That the -terms tin which consolidated fund to meet the addiiiona) 
the Loan had been contracted for, should charge of the present year, lie did nut 
be approve<l of l||y that committee. mncl^ improve the prospect in the event 

Mr. IIwtkusomi\t\ not know whether his of peace, Headvised the Jlouse tliercfore 
right hon. friend, in his very able slate- to considf r well ihc nature and eitteii^ 
raent, alluded to himais one of those who and applicabifly of their resources, with 
thought the^’ountry in a falling condition, a \ iew peace and war. It was impos* 
—If he did, it must have arisen from a sible always id go #n in this wayi front 
mistakS, because he had neither thought expedient to expedient; satisfied with 
nor said any such thing. He tHought the getting over the didiculty of one year, 
country was in a state of progressive im- %vithout adverting to the accumulating dif» 
provement, whieh, in a country where ficullics <d’ jLhe next. lie’ begged 
property was so well protected, could only House to con^dej* to what, if they^went 
be stopped by some convulsion. What this way, they would ctyne at last ? 

he lind said was, that it would be difficult Ttie lion.’ geiit, lucre related an anecdote 
to find new taxe.s, wliii’h would not be ex- which wa» current*in France before the 
tremcly objectionable—that ihere was a revolution—some person asked the minh* 
limit to taxation—and thrl we had nearly ter of liiiaiue how they wore to go on for 
reached that limit; and that he war, cor- a number of ycar.s his am’wer was, that 
rect in all this, the statrrnent of bis right the state of tilings, such as it was, would 
hon. friend most fully proved. Ho must hst their thne ; and after them, no matter 
himself have felt itsfo'-ce, before* he could what brc.»nie of the fuianres. In a few 
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tsedin this cmtnlry. He roaimaiaed.'that uriHmiiirft 


make up his mind to propo’jc (he^nodo j 
which he intended to adopt to ?npf)!y thi 
means of the year. He had heard nothing 
from his right bon. friend in coptradiction 
to what he (Mr. He) had stated on a former 
Arr^qij»ji :*and he reallg wished that snmc- 
" thing positive could bo got fsOm his right 
hon. lriend upon this subject. He wished 
to know whether he. thooght it pps.sible, 
oftr any'^real number oT years, to conlinoe 
adding from a million to J,‘iQ0,000/. every 
year to the public burthens f Whether he 
thought this would be sufficient on the 
present plan, even if it could he procured ? 
—and, Whctliei^lie* hoped that the war 
could be <;onlinuedin this way,? His right 
hon. friend had not touched on these 
points; but he thought that his right hon. 
mfnd owed it to the country to state what 
his views wc^e on the subject, supposing 
the war to contimje^for a great number of 
yea(s, as, in all probability, it would, 
opposing the presumptions balanced as < 
to the long continuance *of the war* ahd 
the speeiyrfdWclusion of peace; and this< 
htt thought was a very sanguine view of 
the •nial:te?h^^ven then^ he said, that ^t 
consemed u« to look at our means of sup¬ 
porting it far^* i^at. number of^can. 


VO!., 


years alter rame ihat horrible catastrophe, 
the French revolution. He did not m^an 
to s^y that any minister of this country 
would havc^ittvred or conceived ro uii- 
worthy a semimeat; but if die House did 
n'»t take an extensive view of the subject, 
and provide arcordingly,^itt would not do 
its duty. He thought that by suitable re¬ 
ductions provision might be made for both 
alternatives, of peace and war, and that 
too without any diminution of our domi¬ 
nions or of the proper means df defence 
and carrying on the war. if he had not 
thought so, he 'would not have beta so 
ready to come forward with his idcSS 
the subject. Ho had no doubt that this 
might hedone.—He should not therefore 
id saying this, betray the secret of our 
vveaknvs, but the measure of our strength- 
He would not ilien enter at length into the 
subject;, hot must sav that ne.xt session* 
it woohi ba ih^ duty of Parliament ty con- 
sjder it with attention., His right hon. 
friend had resorted id a source which 
would not avail in othfr years, if 
could have found taxes to ipiswer hia pur¬ 
pose, it wiwlti have been a much better 
cofirse, and one which no doubt be would 
have adopted, 

3 Y 
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Adverting to that part of the statement practrce for the sevelal officers ol'goverfi- 
where the increase of the duty on stamps ment to look at the exp^iidiibre in their 
from 106,000/. m 1,200,000/. had been as- several departments, as applied, to a^fa- 
cribed to the regnlations and additions of vourite bbject of pursuit. It had been 
1808, he observed that the stamp duties said (h^ we might *be in difficulties with 
had been consolidated in 1S06, and had regnrdcto America; but it had not been 
since beeo increasing by the usual' growth stated that there was any particular reason 
of the revenue, und the better mod^ of to apprehend this. Then the use of a 
collection, as well as by the new dutiel'. large reserve had been argued, upon front 
There were some articles, such* as bank the dispStch, which had been evinced in 
paper, &c. in which a diminution might senclingout the expedition lo Copenhagen, 
be calculated upon, though he avowed —But in ISO!, a large^ Expedition had 
that an increase might be expected in been sent to Copenhagen, and with great 
other articles. Ho disavowed whatever dispatch, when the number of seamen was 
share of merit might be ascribed to him-* inucii and the calls upon the ser- 

self for any thing he had done in^ 1808 on vice of the navy much lai^er. There 
this head. The sodnd principle vvas to were at that time no less th^niticty-foiu' 
take the whole of the taxes and the charge saH of the line, Erench, Spanish, fi^c. Be- 
upon them. They were in some instances fore the battle of Trafalgar the enemy had 
above, ill others below the charge, although large fleets, and the numbers of our sea* 
certainly upon 'the whole .above- But men did not exceed 120^000 at that time, 
this dourse of his light |jon, friend would Fie thought that the distinction between 
only create the'necessity of adding ant- the present naval war, and former wars of 
then million to next yearns loan^ so tliaf it . the same description, was not sufficiently 
was only shifting the* ground f he might attended to. The object formerly was ti> 
at well have placed the charge upon llie oppress the commerce of the enemy, but, 
war* taxes. It was, however, a cheering now'even with 200,000 ^amen nothing 
part of the statement, ih.it no additional in that way could be done. By the injury 
burthen was to be created ihi.f year. With done to Ins commerce and revenue, we 
aegard to the statement on the wliule, might have hoped formerly to have driven 
however, he confessed he had been greatly the enemy to reasonable terms of peace, 
disappointed. When the ministers had Now/*however, there was no hope of doing 
m'^de up their minds to advise his Majesty this by any such means. His right hon. 
lo promise that the accounts would be friend had ask^d, what progress Buoiia- 
Qiadc up with a rigid attention^ economy, parte had piade in his favourite object, of 
he bad expected that acunndeiabic re- obtaining ships, coloiues am! commerce. 
duCiion was to have taken place. He But Buomiparic had altered hid yulicy in 
thought that ceductions had becuintemlod that respeevt for it seemed now tob^his 
to be made in some of the largereslablisli- policy to destroy comtnerbe altogether, 
monls. He did not say tiiat any very and whatever deficiency might be occa- 
grent diminution could be made; but he stoned in his reveAue, he wouldTliave no, 
thought, a reduction of some millions might sciuplo in supplying by exaction? of any 
he eOectfd without injury to the country, kjnd. He had, besides, the command al- 
He then adverted to the arguments which most of the whole continent, and could 
had been used by one ofthe lords of the draw his supplies from all quaiters by 
Adfhiralty (Mr. Ward,) for keeping up the land, lie cuiicludcd^tiy adverting to the 
number of seamen to 14^,000 men. It state of Ireland, which had to raise five 
bad been said that it was desirable to have millions by extraordinary means. He 
a navy, not only sufficient, to cope wilb deprecated any thing like^espondency as 
.t}tc whole world at sea, but also ft con^i- lO our resources, but at the same time 
derabie reserve. To the general propo- urged the propriety and nec^essity of hus- 
, sition, that it was desirable, he would as- balding them as much^as possible, 
isant; but then he must balance the advan- Mr. f/ose concurred in the wish of his 
tages and disadvantages, it wascustoin^yi bon. friend' that evciy practicable ■ re¬ 
fer persons out of'doors to say, that liberty ti^nyhment should be adopted, and - that 
was desirable—^ it was in the abstract; opinion he had already coMfl^nicated out 
but then the government of the country of doors. Ho felt strongly, that his right 
must So far infringe on thattii^erty, as to hon. friend (the Chancellor pyihe Ejfeche- 
provide the ways and means of the yfcar. cpier) would present hirnscu before the 
He repeated, that it vas too much the | H6usef next sessioitswith a^recy had graces 
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i^he did* not prove ^at the utmost atlen- | vole of credit equal to that of the last 

year, when we had Aultria aud Sweden 


lion had been paid to tlie economy in the 
public expenditure. Ljt lo what amount 
the iivished for reduction of that expendi¬ 
ture would extend, ha ilipught it impos¬ 
sible at preaem to calcuiaie; Tlf^re was 
happily however no reason to entertain 
any gloomy apprehension. But suffi- 
cient for t|)e day was the evil thereof. 
There would, he trusted, be a tfonsider- 
able reduction *10 the expenditure of the 
navy, as hia hon. friend had estimated, 
from the present state of the enemy. As 
to the propriety of a provision for fu¬ 
ture years, and of 9ii additional lax at 
present in lieu of the proposed appropiia- 
lion of the Ihrplus of the stamp-duty, he 
could ftot help, observing, that we hud 
done quite enough for our posterity, and 
be hoped, that they would be able to do 
as'much for tbemielves. \Vc iiad, in fact. 


to subsidize ^ and this vo^ too in addition 
to that already granted to Portugal. What 
then could be the object of this vote ? it 
certainly required explanation. As to the 
rise in the price of three per cent, stock, 
he thought it owing to artificlAl cguses, 
hy no means indicative of national pros¬ 
perity, altl^ough enabling the right hon. 
gent, to conclude the loan upon such ad- 
vantE^cous terms. But the right hon, 
gent, seemed to have had ^ great deal of 
good luck to help him out in his di/Ticul- 
lies. In the first year of his financial du* 
ties, the hian had been provided by his 
predecessors; irf the #econd year between 
three and four hundred thousand of an¬ 
nuities fell in;. and now a surplus pro* 
duce of taxes offered, which, however, he 
thought the right hbn. genb. was grossly 


made such arrangements for llie benefit of misapplying when setting them aptrt to 
those who are to come after us, that no the interest oTthe lo^. Tinssurplus 
less than JO million per r.nimm were set oifght rather in bis judgmenf to be in- 
apart to relieve them fiom debt, which eluded in the produce of the consolidated 
sum was more than the whole revenue of fund, to which it properly belonged, and«a 
the country, when he first entered into new tax imposed to defray the interest of 


public life. How the resources of the 
country had been so prosperous as the 
statement of his right honourable friend 
displayed, he declared himself unable to 
account. But somehow it appeared# that 
from the industry and ingenuity of our 


the loan. But the right hon. geot. by 
his measure broke a wisely established 
principle, merel 3 ' lo make a fetch at po« 
pulariiy, by a shew of declining new 
•taxes. This, however, all thinking men 
must feel to be mere delusion. For the 


merchants, every prohibitory measure of sum thus taken from the consolidated fund 
Buonaparte’s had utterly failed of their must be again supplied by new taxes; and 
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object. In fact, instead of limiting our 
trad e, it h itd rather been extended in spite 
ot t'he hostile proceedings of the enemy. 

Mr. Huskissb» disapproved of his right 
hon. friend’s sentiment in this instance, 
^ihat Bulffticnl for tlte'day was the evU 
threof. «On the contrary, lie thought it 
would be wise iu the present circum¬ 
stances of the country, to consider of an 
arrangement of some permanent system 
calculated to gva^against future evil. 

Mr. Tierney thougnt it necessary that 
some inquiry should be instituted as to the 
cause of the present state of our resoifl'ces, 
in order to ascertain whether tliat cause 
was likely Lo be permanent, or merely of 
a temporary nature. This inquiry ap¬ 
peared the more netfiasary,^ even an old 
member of l4ie board of trade* (Mr. Rose) 


ii the righk hon. gent, should go on from 
year to year^ appropriating apartof4he 
surplus of the consolidated ^fund to pay 
the interests of' his Ioans,*it was obvioua 
the public could not ultimately he gainers. 
But the riglit hon. gent, was in fact violat* 
ing his contract with the public creditogi, 
who lent their money upon th^security 
of the stamp tax, by appropriating the 
surplus of its produce to th'e payment of 
the interest upon a new loan, ana he^as 
also neglecting to make provision for the 
future. Was the right hon. gent, aware, 
while he thus declined to look to future 
difficuU|ps, that he would in the evem 
of peace the next day be obliged to find 
nine or ten millions a year of new taxes? 
Why tlich be so improvident on this oc¬ 
casion ? He vfas not one of those wlio 


professed himself unable to account Ur despaired of the resource* of the country, 
that pstisp'erUifiaipon which the House had or wished to damp its spirit, but he would 
been congratulated. As to retrenchment, strongly recommend it to the right non 
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he hpard nO>^oposal of it—he could 
no sign of it^^otwithsianding all the pror 
f«a«oaa that jiad been ipade. He 'uW a 


gent, to look minutely into^ our situatton* 
Wifh that* view he advised the right hon. 
gent, at an early part oCthe next session^ 
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to mfltitttte a similar inquiry to those which take was by applying the surplni to thi 
look place ia 1781 and I7y6. The neces- relief of the public from^ any new tat^ 
sity Ibr such an iq^vestigation was obvious* He denied that this surplus could be fairly 
For the satfRfaction of the House and of deemed Us a part of what was called 4he 
the ronntiy it ought tube immediately surplus of the coosolidated fund, and thcre^ 
entered into. He was persuaded that the fore ihor right honourable gentleman’s ob- 
rii|ht lion. gent, did not himself know how jeciions were inapplicable. That there 
il;c country was £,oing on, or bow to cal- was a saving in the proposed expenditure 
cuiatu upon the means of our future pro*^ would, be asserted, be obvious to any man 
vision, h was not for the vigj^t*honour- who exsAnined the several heads of cx*‘ 
able gontieman then in the present stal>e pence, particularly in the*ordnan«e, the 
and 'prospect of Europe, to he cont|;nted army and navy. As to il^e vote of credit, 
Willi t:ie making of shifts for a sei>sion or another opportunity would occur for dis- 
two, bnt to took La some pormanciii sys- cussing that topic. But although, trom 
tein—to !o')iv particular! v to the rtduciion the present slate of Ivirope, it was deemed 
of our o^ieuriilure, for winch no disposi- expedient to place such a sum at the 
tioil whai'^vcv was miHrtifesied by Sirn, und disposal of his Majesty, it diB not follow 
a'KW j ai; in fumi e to abstain from crip- that it would be expended. With fespect 
piiRT the consolidated funii to the right hononrablegcntleman’sallu- 

Tne (yitvrmVor /iicAegjffrob-if'vvod, sion to his good lock-he observed, that 
that t'lc terms upon which the loati had tiie right hon. gf:nt. seeiinr.1 quite sore upon 
been that dav negoriatej were in liis opi- that point. But the eticcts ot this good 
iiion, the'b'st proof of the increasihe; luck, as the right hon. gent, would have 
wealth andV<>sources of«thc country, add it, furnished another obstacle to the wish 
gave the best assaranVe of ho|te that in of his right lion, friend. For it appeared 
liKuru the people woiihi b« enabled to that notwithstanding all lUe drivelling and 
boa/those burthens v.hich the necessities blundering ascribed to hiib and his col- 
of affairs m>;'ht require. With respect to leagues, the country was thriving under 
fho pro5pi!r<uis state of the couniry, .''.ud their government, and m a state of pros- 
the application of the revenue, he ngrv-eu perity, which the right hon. gent, and his 
with his hon. friend and th'! right hon. friends, with all their talents, could not 
gent, that under any government Jess dis- deny^ As to the reduction which had 
posed to pay attention to measures of taken place in the production of the malt 
economy, it might rather be pruduciive of duty, that notoriously arose (nit of the 
evil tlian good. It however^*ould not he stoppage of the distilleries, which could 
denied that there were consideuable diini- only be of* a tenjjmrary duration ; and he 
nutans ID many of the items'of the public had the satisfaction to think thdt Jhis was 
expenditure, J;haugli certainly not in so the only branch o^our revenue which had 
great a degree* as that ”1110 committee suffered in the slightest de^*ee a diminu- 
could look (u them as any material saving, tion. The right hon. gent, concluded 
In the ordn:tnrc there was a saving this with observing, tliht*he did noC^tran, in 
y«a''of —In the army 800,000/. his allusion to Ids hoii. friend (Mr. Hus- 

but thcrc^tvas most assuredly an increase kisson) to insinuate that his lion, friend 
in the navy expence of between 2 and meant, in a former declaration of his, to 
500,OOOL It would be recollected, how- create the false impression respecting our 
eve^ with respect to the increase in the means, which it certatn^jr produced. But 
navy, that he had stated formerly that ex- he thought^it right to advert to it, as the 
pectation from the necessity of making an present appeared a proper opportunity for 
addition to the number of se^gnen of 15,060 renioVing that impression.* 
ignore titan the number cmploye4 in the Mr. H, TAorn/on was apprehensive tbaf 
former year, for the purpose of affording the calculation upon the ^rplus of the 
. assistance to our allies in Spain. The consolidated fund woqkl be found to be 
right hon. gent, then proceeded to vin- rather vague and uncertain ; the produce 
dicate the appropriation of the surplus J in consequence of the act 9f the ycftr 
of the stamp duties, which he proposed. IS08, upon that'fund, which had been ao 
He contended thjit the additions and regu- much relied on, was in gi^lK^part owing 
lations made i^ 1808 bad produced much to the product of the duties upon stamps, 
more than was originally estRijiated. This rather than to agy new ta3{yj^mpos»d at 
was a mistake in the former cklculatton, &at time. The great object would be to 
4 )cul the only way .of correcting jtbat mis- keept ibe income jaad ex[ftaditure of the 


4 
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Auintr}!^ within onefanother; the excess considered the existing state of reTer* 
of the loan for^each year over the sinking sionary offices as an QA»stacle in the way 
fniid had not decreased in the doe proper- of arrangements for a reform, an alteration 
tfow ; the increase*of product inM 808 had or abolition of sinecure places. Such 
been owing principaHy to the m«e modi- places, were, in argument, generally de- 
ficationofa duty advalmetn,‘^inA ^uM not tended on the ground that it wasdesira- 
make the principle of any fixed and deH- ble that (he crown should have the power 
nite calculation. He seemed to think of so rewarding great services; .yet it 
that it would go more to equalize the «could hanlly be maintained, that the prac- 
mutiial proportion, the income aifd expen- ticc was (;onfurmabte to the principle on 
diture«hould beer to each other, to resort which their existence was defended. If 


in some degree^to tlie aid of new taxes. 

The Cftancetlor of tfic Exchequer admitted 
that the produce of the measure of 1808 
bad been owing iis some measure to a 
progressive increase of the stamp duties, 
but in a still^greater proportion to the new 
regulAions then erected. * 

After some further observations the Re¬ 
solutions were agreed to, and the report, 
the House having resumed, was ordered 
to be received on Friday. 

HOUSE Ol- LORDS. 

^fhursda^-, 17 . 

[OfFK’FS isf RF.VLUblON BiLL.] Eafl 
(rtWi'enor rose to move the second read¬ 
ing of the bill, which had been sent up 
from the Commons, with various altera¬ 
tions from the preceding bills, on the 
same subject, which had been on^fornier* 
occasions rejected by their lordships. He 
wished to impress upon their lordships’ 
minds the propriety and the iiecessity of 
fully and fairly oonsidcring, and of pass- 
‘in ^int ad law the present bill; at least of 
agreeing to the second reading, and going 
into the comitvittee upon the bill, wherein 
any part of it that appeared Ijable to 
weil-tdfhided objectums, might be ameml- 
ed and corrected. His lyrdsliip stated 
the various circumstances that had hither¬ 
to attended the progress of this measure, 
and forcibly recommended its adoption on 
every principle of public economy 
and constitutional policy. Qonsidered as 
a measure of economy, he would not un¬ 
dertake to say*that it would produce any 
' vyry great immediate saving of the public 
money; st^l were it to be considered 
only ui an econot^i^cal viqjv, ii was highly 
deserring of their lordships’ ponsidcration. 
It was welf known that the finance com.* 
mitteeofthe House of Commons, towhfch, 
more espii^nT^ aAer the repeated de> 
olaratioris of the sense of that House upon 
th» sobj^^lt^ he was .disposed, and Jie 
tho4ight tlieir lordships ought to fee!,dis- 
poaed, to^ 5 ^aat«tsdjus( attention, had. 


thfij^ lordships would, on an economical 
principle, look into the subject, they 
would, he believed, see, tnat from the pe¬ 
riod of the commencement of the present 
reign, yp to the present time, tOO,OOC)/. 
a year might' hav# been saved to the 
country; and that upon a calculation 
of compound Interest, such a measure of 
practical economy followed'up, according 
to its principles, would haVe saved for the 
service of the pi^blic a sum little lels than * 
ft't) millions. He had as*yet l^ard nothing 
ui the shape of argument or refutation Uy 
alter his mind reapbctinglhe improvidence 
of allowing sinecures to be granted find 
hold as at present, and certainly nothing 
against the object of the present measure, 
which directly tended in its degree to the 
accomplishment of a genet al and salut^y 
system of reform in the expenditure of the 
country. Neither in any constitutional 
view, could he see any ground of argu¬ 
ment against this measure. The present 
practice did, in fact, fetter the due and 
wholesome jise of tlic prerogatives of the 
crown, and was consequently prejudicial 
to the public interests. , • 

The principles on which the crown con¬ 
ferred the rewards due to mcritorions in¬ 
dividuals for eminent services were left 
completely untouched by the ^doptiofl of 
such a bill, while the mischief occasioried 
by imprudent grants in reversion would be 
iutirely done Uway. Many of the ob¬ 
jections made in former discu.«sions to tbe 
principle of such a measure were ob¬ 
viated iit the present bill, which took no 
notice of tbe reversionary grants in the 
possession of the clergy, &c. It wm a. 
matter of great regret to him, to find on 
former-occasions, that the heads of thb 
law and the beads of the clergy were of 
diff rent opinions from^ himself, and caitte 
down to the House to* oppose these bills* 
It was also a matter to him ol deep Con¬ 
cern that so little regard was paid to the 
wjshes, Teeling^, and opinions of the * 
nation at large. He not Shy recoil- 
lertltm^cf which 'the 'public 



umi par;-, debates. May 17, 

mind seemed so decidedly unanimous: 
and would their lordships, in times niul 
circumstances like^ihe present, refuse tite 
opportuixity that was ofSered them of giv¬ 
ing some itulication to ilie pi;o/>le of their 
desire and intention to devise and adopt 
all possible reforms in the public expen¬ 
diture, nt a period when so many tmd such 
great burthens were unavoidably -to be 
borne by tiie nation? He did wisli, 
and be should be among the last to pro¬ 
pose any improper deference to ^hat 
might appear to be popuhtr clamour; but 
an attention to, and a compliance with, 
the legitimate and reasonable wishes of 
the people, he thought, highly be¬ 
coming the chcu'ucter honour of tlieir 
lordships. Tiiere might be, certainly, 

. from disappointment, or fiojn false viewj 
of the real of tilings, or from delu¬ 
sion, persons in ihe (‘outiLry, whom they 
'might‘tonsidi i* to he disalFected ; but 
that suspicion ooold not attach to the g(^- 
ueral fcelmg* ci me puuUc ; and surely 
the refusal of that which it wasvfair and 
right, and constitutional to grant, could 
not b6 the best mode of resisting disafllc- 
tion, to which, on the contrary, it would 
give the be.st handle and pretext. IJc 
might be accused of using the language 
of intimidation in stating these sentiments, 
but he had no such intention. It was not 
intimidation to state to the House of Lords 
what were the wiblics ami sentiments of 
the people of this country, an([, to recom¬ 
mend to them a disposition to conciliation 
by wisely acceding to these wishes. At 
the present important period, after what the 
public had seen of the conduct of ministers 
from the commencement of their admini¬ 
stration, their cry of * No Popery !’ in the 
(irswinstauce; the various measmes they 
had since (Tursued, cither abroad, on their 
expedition to Walcheren, and their reten¬ 
tion of that island with such dreadful loss, 
even ^'ter the retention of it was perfectly 
unnecessary; or the way in which they 
conducted the business of the ^govern- 
ment at home, and disposed o/ the office^ 
whL^-h were in their bauds; couhl the 
public be satisfied with such means re¬ 
maining in the hands of such ministers? 
He. professed the truest and most loyal 
respect for the crown and for the constitu-, 
tion of the country, both of which he 
thought a measure of this description 
tended not to impair, but to strengthen 
-and secure. Thierefore ujMir princi¬ 
ple of the bill itself, upon a regard to Ute 
true interests of thfr crowns and upon the 
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propriety of attending fo the public feeling) 
he was discharging his pai'liamentary 
duty in moving the second feading of this 
bill, repeating that the-objections ciit^r- 
tainod against it,^fn^ of which he could 
niiiicipa\^, might be removed by amend¬ 
ments in the committee. On a former 
Occasion, a noble secretary of state (Li¬ 
verpool) had thrown out some enigmati¬ 
cal and oiucular expressions, with regard 
to the mode of proceedingCo be pursued 
respecting the present bill; but he waited 
with eager expectation i'of the disclosure 
of the noble secretary’s sentiments on this 
head, but he had w;^ited in vain. He 
trusted however that the House would, 
do its duty; that it would r€bollect the 
pain; wliicb the other House of Farlia- 
ment hud bestowed upon the bill. That 
tiiey would bo mindful of the respect 
which was due to the od)er House, and 
above all that tlicy would not forget what 
the people expected from them on a point 
to which their feelings were now so sorely 
alive. On these grounds he trusted the 
House would give their full concurrence 
to the )>rcsent motion. Aftir recalling to 
the atturiiiuii of their lordships, that part 
of his Majesty’s speech, nt the opening 
of the session, which related to economy, 
the noble lord concluded by moving the 
&econd%veading of the bill. 

'J'he Lo7'd Chancellor left the woolsack in 
consequence of and to reply to what had 
fallen from the noble earl, who, without 
meaning any thing disi'QSpeclful, he must 
say seemed not to have read the pre¬ 
sent bill which was Very essentially ditle- 
rent from the other bills, that,' on tliis sub¬ 
ject, had been sent up from the Commons, 
being not a bill ,to abtfiish the graffling of 
places in reversion, but a bill to malce al¬ 
terations in th& mode of granting them. 
Such a bill, therefore, admitted the prin¬ 
ciple of granting reversions, and professed 
solely to regulate the ii) which they, 
had, for age^ past, been constitutionally 
bestowed by the grace and favour of the 
crown/ His lordship then»proceeded to 
point out various inconsistencies in the * 
proposed operation of the bill, and con¬ 
tended, that according traits principles no 
good reason coufd be designed for the ex¬ 
ception of certain offices from iURiperatibn. 

It was^so constructed ^bat it might forbid 
the grantof a reversion of KtOrib^ear) and 
yet not forbid the grant of one of 120/, or 
l£p/. a. year, by pot proceedjBg upo% a 
proper specification of the rewsions to.be , 
aboiisfanea. The coQimittM^jf.jthe House, 
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Comini^ns had b^n sitting for a consi¬ 
derable time,^and this bill was all that 
thtsir lordships had yet heard of, respecl- 
iiijf any general system of economical re- 
forci. He had no* sor^ of objection to 
every reastmabtc and practicably amelio¬ 
ration ; but he liked to see his way clear 
ill such matters^ and to know what ho wal 
doing, before he should consent to an al¬ 
teration of existing establishinciAs. Tlicre 
were great difficulties in every way of 
viewing the s^ject; but tliu la.st clause 
of the present ^ill rendered it quite im- 
posslbie for him to avoid voting for its re¬ 
jection, as it contained quite a new prin¬ 
ciple, and that one of the most objection¬ 
able that ‘^ouid be conceived; it pro- 
posecHhat reversions should not be gravitcd 
hereafter by the crown, buf might he 
granted in the event of an address from 
either House oli Parliament to the crown 
for the granting such levtriion. Py 
this means the patronage was, in fart, 
to be transferred from tlm sovereign to 
either House of Farliamtiit. 'J'tiis was 
the sort of ccmpliment which this bill in. 
tended to pay*to the sovereign—in whom 
the right w'as constilutionaily vested. He 
could see no possible public service to be 
obtained in a vietv of economy, cerfainiy 
not in a constitutional view, by such a * 
bill.—As to w’liat liad Icon said about tlie* 
conduct of ministrra, about their coming 
into office, and the campaigns in Spain 
and Walcheren, such was his opinion of 
the jmportnncc thi.s bill, that if it. was 
iniagin^qjf that it would turn out this weak 
administration, as it w^s called, he could 
</n]y say, thot in sucli a view of it, it 
would be as easy for^a child to pull dow^ 
a mouffifkin with its liftle linger. Respe«<^ 
ing thti popular feelings and opinions, he 
was confident that whatever they might be, 
their lordships could have but one mode of 
conducton this occasion, as on every other; 
namely to do, n^t.riiat which a popular 
clamour might call for, but to that which 
in their ffoarts they believed to be right; 
to act according to their own conscTences, 
at^d their own views. Disaliected persons 
might axist^ notwithstanding the excel¬ 
lence of the conatitution and every.one 
who recollected>wl)at had passed during 
the*last Id'hr 20 Years must oe impressed4 
with a sense of what he'pwed to tbe^eflc- 
ral wellarv^rtlPmR state, after seeing tho 
great and a\yful events that had occurred. 
Dis^dectidlU^ome year) back proceei^d 
in a mora^irect way. It had new 
changad iCs.mtfda of attack, but ittirre- 
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mained precisely the same thing as ever.' 
It then attacked all thefinost dignified and 
venerable institutions of the country: now 
it assailed the constitutioti and the privi¬ 
leges of parliament, butaflected to respect 
and venerate the throne. But their lord- 
ships might depend upon it, that the throne 
itself must be endangered, if it succeeded 
in its eflbrts against the privileges'of par- 
liumenU jvhich parliament possessed only 
for its own security and digniry, and for 
ihcjiikc of the people themselves. 

\^scuuiit JfltiviUc contended, thatit wat 
delusive to argue on any having as a conse¬ 
quence of this measure, for the present.— 
The public had been told, that there had 
been of late an'increase of places, by those 
who made gro.ss exaggerations, and in¬ 
cendiaries would always be found to take 
advantage of the popular prejudices te 
kindle the flame of discontent; but parlia¬ 
ment was not tc^act upon feelings Vising * 
d'foni such arts and in.siAuations. It was 
ftieirdufy to protect the House of Parlia¬ 
ment, and also to protect the third branch 
of the constitution, against an attack made 
under piofessions of respect for the ctown. 
Ha\l olllcv’s uimece'^sarily incrca'cd of late 
years? lie wished for .m ae^zount of the 
nutnbiT ol'plarej held in reversion in 1760, 
and those so held at present, to see how 
that m-Alter stood. He had seen a book 
on the subject, containing statement^ of 
reductions of place.s &c. during this reign. 
All administrations had successively abo- 
li^iiLd office:!'. In Mr. Barkers bill these 
gi-anU were entirely omitted. In •Mr. 
Pitt’s adiniiiUtralion, the pamphlet (Mr. 
Bose's) to wiiich he had before allude<t 
shewed that great reductions took place. 
Kvery administration had made similar re¬ 
ductions ; the last had done so. .Turning 
round to lord viscount Sidmoufli, be beg¬ 
ged pardon for having omitted to particu¬ 
larize that noble lord’s administrationu 
which had certainly done the safffe (a 
laugh.) He would however caution noble 
lords against sanctioning the principles 
dnd argumeitts upon which the bill under- 
fonsid^raiion was brought forward 
their adoption. What, said the. sup¬ 
porters .of it, can be more absurd than ta 
grant places to persons yet unborn', and 
^f whose capacity to fiR such places no 
idea could previously be formed?—Ttila» 
objection the noble earl^would do wellatSr 
riously to turn ip his mind ^ their lord^faqia 
should all^ig^e it a propqr degreeNOr ai« •* 
tebtioii :-^They would then see fao»ft far it 
wentto^ilfeci their own hereditary>fabooaiE» 
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ant) diftlinctions. The noble earl was di»» 
timed to be a state^aiir-^an hereditary ad¬ 
viser of tbe crowD^efore he w'as born; and 
-who could have been certain before-band 
that tbe noble earl would have have proved 
Buoh a light .to that House^ such an orna¬ 
ment to his country, as he now proved to 
be? !^esides thu high distinction of the 
peerage, the most splendid the sovereign^ 
could bestow, was often the rewprd of the 
brilliant aiul meritorious services of tbe fa¬ 
ther ; and how could a father be mor^ sa¬ 
tisfactorily rewarded than by conferring 
favours and hoiidUss upon him which were 
to descend to his immediate descendants 
and to his latest posterity. In the same 
manner were places in reversion granted. 
The father^s services were doubly re¬ 
warded, by continuing the. rcu ard to his 
son. Did not they vote pensions to chil¬ 
dren yet unborn, when they conferred 
jp*ant/ for lives to those; who performed 
distinguished services to the country, su^ln 
as lords St. Vincent, Duncan, See* Woufd 
they admit the principfe and claim its ex- 
ertise for either of the Houses exclusively. 
EacK might have in that case its favourite, 
and each might pass their votes for an ad¬ 
dress, and go scrambling in at the doors and 
vrindows and chimnies of the palace, to 
see which of them should first present it! 
Could thej’’ do real service to the country 
by .taking from the crown the fountain of 
rewards and honours, its constitutional 
prerogative ? He could neves consent to 
pass a bill so erroneous, uponi tbe pica of 
pleasing the people. He was certain that 
in any measure for the real relief of the 
people, nothing could be' more desirable 
to the sovereign, than to do every thing J 
that lay with him, yet, although he 
yieught .tbe bill objectionable enough in 
Qtost of fts provisions to be rejected at 
once, still he would suggest the propriety 
of deferring a decision upon it for three 
weel& or so, in order to see whether the 
other House tf Parliament would furnish 
any new grounds to justify its adoption. 

Earl' said, that this measure, so re¬ 
portedly ^nt up to their lordships frorp 
the House of Commons, deserved their 
•most serious attention. Though he concur¬ 
red in several of the observations that had 
Alien from the uoble lords who preceded 
him, and though He was not frienaly to the 
last clause which grounded tbe right of 
granting reveriions on an .address of either 
House of Fariiament, yet hd oofid, see no 
pastietdar objection to its provisions tbat 
Wiiglit not be removed in a qommiltee, by« 
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which their lordships fronld shew froetYal^ 
spect to the opinion of ib^ other. House, 
ai>d a proper-attention to the feelings*<^ 
the country. Ho condemned hewwer 
the erroneous ru&sonsngs on which tbe 
noble itrd Compared the principle of 
granting reversions to that by which their 
jordships sat in that House, by hereditary 
right. He approved altogether.of the ob¬ 
ject of the measure now proposed, either 
in an economical or constiidiional point of 
view. This opinion was ponfirtned by a 
former speecli of the noble and learned 
lord on the woolsack, who, in relation to 
his own departmcntjchad stated, that tbe 
practice of granting reversions in the time 
of lord Thuiiow, and even of^ord North- 
ington was so frequent, that the iioHie and 
Icanicil lold, duiinju' eight years of his 
chancellorship. an<l nty lords Rosslyn and 
Erskine, could scarcely g«t an opportunity 
cf conferring any thing on those who had 
claims upon them by services or consan¬ 
guinity. 

Respecting sinecures and offices in re¬ 
version, it bad been maintained, that the 
legal rights and securities by which they 
were held, were of a nature so similar to 
those by which private property was pos¬ 
sessed by individuals, and that it was so 
necessary to hold sacred every right 
whiciv* was legally given, that they could 
not with justice be affected to the injury of 
the holders. .His lordship confessed that 
in a full yiew of the case, he inclined 
greatly to that opinion.eYct some of these 
offices could never have been to 

produce the Sums which, under the i^ccent 
circumstances of -the nat^n, they had 
produced to the occiioicrs, and it was na- 
thral, therefore, tfiat the publif^ should , 
look anxiousjy to their lordships pro¬ 
ceedings for some salutary regulation upon 
such subjects. For instance, he was in¬ 
formed that three offices held by three 
noble lords, yielded *aiiMncome to those 
noble persons of no less a sum th^i\l5,OO0i. 
per annum. Lord Arden, 'Earl Camden 
and tbe marquis of Buckingham. One of 
them possessed by a noble lord opposite' 
(lord Arden), was also granr^ inreVefsion 
in ease of his survival another, a near 
relative of that noble lortf (Mr Perceyal.) 
Now, upon the princ?j>!e hf had nien- 
tidn^, no bill * of ret rench mpnt, Mr, 
‘Burke's nor any otheK I'UVNb make any 
speedy alteration in such offices; Wim 
respect to what ithe nob1e«^$coont^had 
saafed from a pamphlet lately ptiblkhed 
by an' emkiept anthor (Mr^ ^osa) ; be 
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♦as fia4»rtsed that Jhe. nobJe lord should > disposition to reHere them of an^ am oT 
argue upon th; statements contained in it * tho heaoy burthe^I thS XSSd to 
s^onclusive, upon the subjects of the re- bear, lordsW^p 'Ig. 

tmcbments ^^de during thd present ficulty wkh which the means of raisiihr 
Inif decteaaa of the patrooaffe money was* accompanlea, to shew the 

nd influence of the crovi^ii. A would cemityof making ail practicable saYine#; 
require no great knowlet^ or trouble, if and instanced the case of the lotte^i 
there were yme for it, to expose the cr- which with all its train of evil conse^ 
roneouB and false statements and con- ^uences to the morals and babiuof tbe 
colons which that pamphlet Contained, people, «o minister had yet been prevail- 
«ow could sAiyman seriously contend, ed upon lo relinquislv In the economical 
that this patronage had decreased, who refoi^ns and retrenchments ^ which had 
compared the taxes of the country at the been made, no administration that he had 
time ot his Majesty s accession, with their yet known, had done aifftat it might, and 
prerent state, and considered the vast aug- ought to have done, in pursuit of such ■ 
Mientations of our immense naval and great objects. He did not, in this care, 
miht^ es&bhshments, and the unex- except even thht adminUtration of which 
ampldti increase of the number of pcr»ns he composed one, though he most add; 
employed in the collection anti admiiiis* that from the. various circumstances in 
tratioii of the revenue ? It was scarcely which they found themselves placed, they 
possible to douh^ upon this subject. The had scarcely time to do more than, to be^ 
question then before their lordships w'as gin such undertakings, and tooflei* 8ome • 
whether it was tilting and expedient, that ^fospects to the country*when they were 
the grant of places in reversion should be ifisplaced. But iie would add, thal a 
for the future abolished. Should the futiire-adsiinistratiAn musttake some more 
abolition of sinecures succeed, then this decisive and eflectual steps for this puvpore 
bill would perfectly iimnccnt. and than had ns yet been taken by any ihinis- 
should it not, tlien he contended that the try that had ever been in power. He 
bill would be beneficial, lie had no he- must concur in what had been said of the 
sitation ill saying that in all views of ihc virtues and merits of the sovereign; but be 
subject which he could take, lie thought mustrdeeply lament that his Majesty ha^ 
their lordships ought to puss it. • • such imjirudeiit advisers, whose principles 

The noble lord then proceeded to com- of policy and government were so dan* 
ment on the singular conduct of adminis- gerous. and might prove so fatal; who 
tration respecting this bill.'' In the other took no warning from the terrible ca- 
House, the perso\^ who was at*the head of lainitics j,hat by a vicious policy had 
the ‘ ministry said, he saw no good nor overwhelmed other Countries. * 
iiarda'fll the measui^. and • therefore he Respecting the state of ^ihe times, he 
gave it his support; and yet when it came must say, thaYduring hi^ political life he 
up to that House, ministers were ready to had not known the general state of the 
oppos<;4t, though tfiey avoided on country, such as so seriously to call for 

occasieos entering into any discussion upon attention, and even to excite apprehensjpn. 
Its merits* Why had tody not all along Discontent had never been s<w generally 
taken an express and decided part ? He prevalent as at the present moment. The 
considered the existing practice respect* people might be indeed, and he believed, in 
log reversions as ^ anticipation of the some respects they were deluded on impor* 
means of the crowif, and as weakening its tant public subjects; but he had still th^ 
just prertigatives ; and tbe abolition of it, highest qpinion of their good sense and -pa« 
as giving tm q,rown a' much bMter«oppor- Ariotisra. and of the effect of conciliation aiid 
tumty m exercising its prerogative for any attention to Itheir just wishes and feelhwa* 
l^rposc conducive to its own dignity or *But wbat could they be expected to tfflnk 
the public •welfare. He was confident, and to feel, when they witnessed the dail^j 
' that there aeveia*#as a subject of public conduct of tbe administration ; vvhen they 
importance on^hich he bad founds so heard of reversions and sinecures being 
little difference ot opinion in conversation* defended as the meapB of enabliog the 
withother^rei^iMtni all he heard or^aw ojT Kingto reward eminent services, and saw 
the pi^iiraiadT He exhorted the House them bestowed for no tuch purposes, bo- 
therefore to pay this mark of attention to stowed-in open oppositioif and violonce^to ^ 
the pablicf^eling: if It were but littlA it all their-khown feelings-2-when tltey^ saw 
would yet bo At grecoful indication of iheir even in the case of providing for there 
tbi, • : . y Z*-' 
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relailTes of the sovereign whomibe revolu¬ 
tions and oftlamittea of war on the conti¬ 
nent had driven^to this country for an 
asylum, that no attempt was made to de¬ 
rive that support from any fund which 
nitght prevent it troin cncreasing the 
public 'taxes and burthens: When they 
saw that ministers advised their .sovereign 
against the most gracious exercise of hia^ 
own prerogative, id administeriffg relief 
from a futitl adeipiate for the purpose; 
when their complaints were perfectly, un¬ 
regarded ; and when, from other circum¬ 
stances uriiversaify- to be lamented, the 
situation of his Majesty was unfortunately 
such, that it was not certain whe^or pe¬ 
titions and represenCation's reached the 
royal ear, and when in fact every mea¬ 
sure of government seemed calculated 
only more and more to oppose, insult, and 
disgust them ?' The great annual taxation 
' on tile* country he con^^idered to be the 
root of the popular discontent; and'ic^ 
behoved their lordships to do whatever lay 
in their power, by measures of a similar 
tendency with that now proposed, to al¬ 
leviate it, and conciliate the public feel¬ 
ings. If it was little to do, let it be done, 
and give some proof that the House was 
npt inaiteniive to the general wishes and 
opinion of the country. 

Viscount Sidmouth agreed with many of 
the observations made by his noble friend, 
and, was of opinion, that it might be 
adv.sable to abolish the power of grant- 
in.- Honie odices in reversion. he con- 
ten that a great delusion had gone 
for h with resnect to this measure : there 
V^as much .*xagt/eration od one side, and 
clamour on the other ; but the fact vi'as 
that ihti mt-nmre would uhe away nothing 
fropi the pres»>gative of the crown, nor in 
the least 'Mi i^mish the buithons on the 
people. Suf'h v/(*re his opinions; at the 
same time hr had so high a respect for 
the sentiinent of the public, that he con¬ 
sidered no blessing so great as when he 
fouiut bis own c omluct meeting the public 
approbation. He certainly ^approved of 
tho principle of this measure, and ^would 
glatfly see'it carried into effect; yet sd- 
though be came down to the House for the 
purpose of giving this bill hissupport, from 
St perusal <)f its contents, ahd the obser- 
vettons of his noble and learned friend on 
^ woolsack, he was persuaded it would 
not answer th&en^ of removing the abuse. 

^ Under the -pFosenv cirdumstances, he 
Would recommend thkt a bill beTfttroduc^d 
nvsMpend tilt t^e&<9bSMoii/ the g^ant of 
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offices Jn reversion j i and as thd fWewiti 
session was so far advancet^, let the Hot^ 
take fufl time at the cerbmehi^einent'o/ 
the next, W consider wKai Were offices the 
grant which reversion it would be 
expediem to abolish. 

The Earl of Liwrpool was surprised that 
the noble earl (Grey) should have thought 
that the defects of the present-bill eonld 
be remedied in a Committee; fbr if it 
should go there for amendment, lie was 
persuaded it would come o*it with scarce-' 
iy a single provision, similar to its pre¬ 
sent state. He adverted next to the public 
dissatisfaction, and observed that what¬ 
ever attacks were made upon him and his 
collc'^.gues, when that questioh came to be 
discussed, he should be very ready to 
defend himself from such charges. The 
noble earl had attributed the general dis¬ 
content to the pressure ofrexcessive taxa¬ 
tion. But lie would ask, was fiot that 
taxation necessary ? Must not our army 
and navy be extended in these times, 
when all Europe, under the dominion of 
one man, are arrayed in arms against us ? 
Besides, were we not to take into consi¬ 
deration, the encreased commerce and 
riches of the country ? If we were to 
estimate the proportion ofthe burthen and 
expence now, to the riches and commerce 
of the country at this period, and then 
compare them with a similar calculation 
made in king yVilliam's reign, he would 
venture to ^ay it wouhl appear that the 
people now were richer and abler to bear 
the burthens than tligv were in t l^e xeU gn 
he had mentioned. He wished that par¬ 
liament should state in an^ measure of 
this description of wljatoffices they meant 
Ljibolifih the reverdoh, and howThr they ^ 
intended to carry this measure ; and theil 
li j^and oibers^ight form a decided opi¬ 
nion of it^ propi .ety. He concluded, by 
expresstnghis opposition to the present bill. 

The Earl of f>irys^f cMgreed with the 

noble secretary of state, that the last clause 

was one that could not be maiidained bv 

their Idrdships, but ought tor be rejected. 

It wat not only an infiingement of tl|e * 

prerogative of the crown, but also of that 

ofthe parliament. Hii^lordship entered. 

into a general review ir j^e merits of the 

bill, and'contended the^ wasTtothing in 

it to satisfy the discontents of the people; 

he allowed they were nliiuIwA^ressedby 

taxes, but he agreed with the noble earl 

(Liverpool) ’ that t^e dire ne^e^y df/he 

tildes made them necessary. iJiider these 

coaSideratioiM be x^poteLth* biJI* 

• ^ 
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Lord* Redadalc qpped the aoble earl, 
who mored foj the second reading of the 
hiH> would not press their lordships to a 
difisioo. He would not enter largely into 
the merits of tbehllh as«he opposed iton 
the mrounds that their lordships should 
not for a moment maintain its principl 
or give it countenance^. by allowing it to 
pass a single stage. 

The question was then put, tlAtthe bil 
be read a sdicond time, which was ne< 
gatived withou^a division. 

The other orders of the dav were 
then disposed of, and their lordships ad* 
joumed. • 

, HOUSE OF COMMONS. ^ 

Thursday t May 17- •, 

[Duke of Brunswick’s Annuity Bill.] 
On the order uf the day for the third 
reading of this bill, 

Mr. Caicraft rose to remind the right 
hon- gent, that a right hon. friend of his, 
not yet come to his place (Mr. Tierney), 
had given notice of his intention to divide 
the House upcih the question for the third 
reading. His right hon. friend was ab¬ 
sent, at this hour, only from an under¬ 
standing that the business would not come 
on so soon; and therefore he hoped that 
the short delay, usual under the evntesy 
of the House, would be allowed on the 
present occasion. 

The CbmeeUor qf the Exche^ said, 
that.the other business of th^ day being 
now gone through, there was no alterna¬ 
tive, from the moiioif he had made, but 
the questioner adjournment. There was 
another subject upon which the right 
hon. gtmt. not novf'm his plac^, woql^ 
have fWl as good an opportunity of ex¬ 
pressing bia sentiments, aftd taking the 
wnae of the House ; namely, the Droits 
of Admiralty. But he had no objection 
to withdraw his amotion for the present. 

Mr. SAeridfla sa^fl, that his right hon. 
friend wds with him in a Committee up 
stairs, and welcoming down to the House. 

Mr. Caleriifi did not wish the motion to 
l>€ withdrawn { nor should he, at this hour 
of the everitng, press any delay of the 
‘public business ytccourtt of the absence 
of a member; in the absence of his. 
right hon. IViendl he should certainly aji- 
TideUe Hpieimpen-the question for th^ 
third reai^g of the bill. 

The Hheae then divided on the third 
nei^ng;, k, 4J;/Against it, 

On the re*adnuMion cf atrangera uKWma 
gallery, •’ 


Me* Martin lUna speaking npop the eiib« 
ject of ihi^i bill. He s^d, that if U waa 
considered that, since the period :whan 
those-Droits of Adnuralty commenc^, the 
House had added more than ijOO raillioaa 
to the public debt, he thought it was not 
unreasonable to ask geiuivmen serioosly 
to consider whether, out of the Urge sum 
|sof 5,300;000/. w'hich appeared by the 
papers oi^ the table to have accrued to 
the crown, it would not be wise ami pru- 
denl^io advise his Majesty to apply asu^ 
ficien^sum to purchase the annuity for a 
prince so nearly allied><rfiis family. He 
admitted, for the present, the slriiH legal 
right of his Majesty to the dispo.sal of this 
fund in what'manger he should judg^ 
proper; but at the same time, when it 
was considered that his Majesty had a 
very large sum applicable to the expencea 
of his privy purse,'which it.was supposed 
would be principally applied to acts of 
gcryal munificence, and \n\en so large an 
Efddition Was made to this fund by these 
Droits of .Admiralty, he could hardly have 
expected that the House would have beim 
called on to relieve, qut of the con^i- 
dated fund, so near a relative of his Ma¬ 
jesty. He begged that the ministers 
would seriously consider whether they 
wouW not be placing his Majesty in an 
ungracious point of view, if they were to 
advise him to apply no part of this fund 
to such a purpose ; but to throw the whole 
incumbrance upon the country, which is 
at present so excessively burthened. 

The dCrttelfor qf the Exchequer wa% as- 
Lonished that the hon. gent, should s^l 
continue to repeat the sum ef 5,200,OOOi. 
as the amount of the Droits of Admiralty# 
as appeared by the paper,* notwithstand¬ 
ing airihat had been already stated in the 
House upon that subject, should 

have recollected, that of this sum iwo- 
hirds were applied, in the first instance# 

.0 remunerate the captors, and thatiher*^ 
'ore but one third of the sum, or 
1,735,OOph could come to his Majesty, 
Df this sum, also, it had been stated that 
his Mmesty.Two or three yean ago, garo 
\ million to the public service; and™ 
himself had stated more than once, that 
n the course of the last year between dC 
ind 400,000/? more were given to the 
japtors, for the value of* the priacs taken 
at Copenhagen, which must otherwise oe. 
paid for by the country. It ther«foi^4 
appeared, aqd that from thq documenta ^ 
then befiftre the House*, this wm of 
5,200,000/, bad been reduced lew e« 
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SOOfiOOL Thehon, gent had only pro- might no* be cha^d tipon tbik Itind^ 
^sed to argue from the papers on the After the confession *hm there were 
table; and upon that paper, he therefore 70,()00f. in the bands of the Tegistrar, the 
met him, wUhoA pretending to give an point, arf far w the reason of the thping 
accurate account of the amount of this went, was decided* uHe agrecd'as>to the 
fund.. He .could not be called upon with- monstrous nature of the circumstance, 
mit any notice to state accurately what that the crown should have the di^osai 
part of this fund was now undisposed of. within a few years of eight millions oT 
There were some other grants mode out money, independent of Parliament. There 
of this fund, in the time of Mr. Piit’a ad- had been formerly a question, whether 
biinistracion, but which he diil not think the crown could accept of a vokintary 
it then necessary to state- loan, &c. but the al^lute command 

• ' ]^, CVmt^ did not believe that it was without the controul of F^rliament of this 
by any means W'^^eneral practice for the sum was monstrous. AH this had arisen 
crown to'give two-thirds of those Droits from the change of things in this country, 
as a remuneration to the captors. In ihje lo whicli vi'e had not been always careful 
case of the capture qf the SpanishTrigates, to accommodate our institutions. While 
he' had good reason to believe tliat no the King paid his army and navy'out of 
such proportion had been,given. It had his own possessions, it was fair that he 
been, however, uniformly and expressly should have the disposal of whatever was 
stated, that Jn such cases it was mere captured. But when th^country paid IP 
matter of grace and royal faVour whether millions for a navy, and about as much 
miy thing should be giien to the captof^ for an army, was it equitable that tho 
or not. it was in this point of * view that crown should have the proceeds of cap- 
it had appeared to him so enormous, that tures without the obligation of account ^ 
tfte crown should get hold of eight mil- Another objection to it was, that it was a 
Hoivi of money, wjthout rendering any ac- bounty upon injustice. Tke nation would 
count whatever of its disbursement to the be ashamed of improper captures from 
public. foes or friends; but a minister of the day 

Lord could not pretend to say might not scruple to procure large sums 

which of the two hon. gentlemen was'Tight., in this way. He adverted to tire capture 
He had voted, however, against the bill, of th^ Spanish frigates, the greatest blot 
upon the idea that ill the Droits of Adrai- upon the adodnistration of a right hun. 
ralty there were suflTicient funds to pro- gent, now no more. Such temptations 
vide the proposed pension, without im- ought not to be left upon any ministers, 
posing any fresh burthens'on'the country, He hoped the Droids of Admiralty, 
by^charging it upon the surplus of the would, at no distant period, be* regulat ed 
consolidated fund. If, however, there by an act of ParlisAment, but, in ffielRean " 
was not a sufficient, and’by the gestures time, it was their duty to ascertain whe- 
,of the right hon. the Chancellor of the ther the present annuity might not be 
-Exchequer, he would rather understand ^^pplied iVom thenv, before the^ agreed 
that there was not a sufficient fund re- further to load the consolidated fund. ' 
.maining of the Droits, his objections would, Mr, Lam^observed, that whenever the 

of course, be done away. ministry came down to the House to pro- 

The Chancellor of the^ Exchequer said, pose a provision for any part of his Ma- 
that Jie by no means meant, either by his jesty's family, that |lQ|ise always acted 
-words or gestures, to signify that this fund with the greatest liberality. It appeared 
could not aflord 70,000/. whicit he be- to him, hdwever, an extraordinary con- 
lieved would be about the value of trastdo this liberality, ^hat when the 
purchase of such annuity.' It Was, how- House was anxious for the passing a bill 
€H.r, impossible for him to avoid ^tiewing to lighten in some degree the public 
some surprise, when, instead of 70,000/. burthens, by the suppressictn or regbia- 
‘ iiye millious was the sum which'had first tiort of uselessMiaecuMiWand improvident 
been spoken of. ^ reversions, this bill sluuld always meet 

Mr. W. SmUh^ said, that tlie question most vexatious and pertinacious oppo- 
.now was, whether the House should stop j^sitiori from a quarter wfesaggimo such op^ 
the progress of the bill till the account of position ought to be expected!^ 

Droits of Admiralty could be examined Mr. WhUbread regretted much the^ab- 
^and discussed ^ or pass the 'bill now, ^d Since of his righthon. friend ^^..Tierney) 

.discuss, afterwards wh^her the acuity vfJbo hadiicfliidetained.to Jong ia a Com? 
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A^ve ftiairs/189 tcx be preheated 
from being able lo attend in time to give 
tus^opinion on* this subject. He wouldi 
huwever^wifth to propose to the r^hthon. 
gent to postpone tbejurttter progress of 
this bill ior a few days, in t>rdei\m the* 
intermediate time to ascertain what the 
state of the fund arising from Droits of 
Admiralty .actually was at present. No¬ 
body objected to the annuity, aud if it 
should* be found necessary to have re¬ 
course to the consolidated fund, the last 
resource of the country, he for one should 
not object to its being charged upon that 
fund* But he would,put it a little ad ve- 
recundium to the ministers, whether, even 
out of regaed to the crown itself, they 
would^uot agree to the proposed delay. 
The right hon. gent, said, he did not re¬ 
fuse the production of the account re¬ 
quired ; but tbeg he refused to grant it in 
time to consider, whether part of the fund 
might not be applied to the purposes of 
this bill. The House had heard of a suiu 
of a million, granted out of this fund by 
his Majesty for the public service, and it 
was to be presBmed from this paternal at¬ 
tention to the interests of his people, that 
he would not refuse any sums, that could 
be spared, for their relict if lie were pro¬ 
perly advised. They had also heard that 
his Majesty had, in his niunifi^eiice, 
granted several large sum^to some of his 
royal progeny; satisfied, no doubt, that 
the exigencies of their circumstances re¬ 
quired such aids, ^d that if thhre had not 
been this^fund in existence, his Majesty 
must h^e called for ^id from his Parlia¬ 
ment. It would be in the recollection of 
gentlemen, too, that out oF this fund a 
sum of '«J,000/, haeVheen granted to ^ 
Home^opham; and he also heard that 
money was granted for detlfoying the ex- 
pcnces of the return of a governor-general 
from a distantsettlenicnt. By a particular 
act of Parliameot, Jhis Majesty was em¬ 
powered to dispose by will of his private 
property.* At the time that ftiis act was 
passed, it certstinly was not in tb» con- 
.templation of the legislature that such a 
shm as eight millions could by possibility 
thtfsget iiHf^thc possession and remain at 
the disposal of crowiT. If this fund 
waJ not exhaustw, he did not know any i 
Stronger claim tl^t could be made upoii^ 
it, tllanl^iaiiBMguod this annuity? He^ 
would asl^T then, whether it was wise, 
wf^ther it.was candid or affectionato to- 
war<k his Mftiesty, to aflvise him to over¬ 
look this fttn4 for this purpose*apply 
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to 1 ms subjects at once at a ntomentr wb»i| 
th? cbaocelW of the, ^chequer» 
measure t*bich ho proposed ^ 
confessed the difficulty *of finding nw 
sources of taxation, and when some (Mr. 
Huskisson and Mr. Rose) who had been 
ill his confidence, whose knowledgeof iha 
subject was unquestionable* and who of 
late had laid the foundation of a Arong 
claim to.tlie confidence aud approbation 
of the country, had urged the strong and 
indispensable necessity of retrenchment ? 
When the right hon. gent, had resorted 
to the surplus of the ^jsAsolidated fond,- 
to furnish the ways and meafis of tho 
year, a measure, which to say the least of. 
it, he thbught erroneous; was it shewing 
a proper regard to the dignity of the 
crown ; was it dutiful or respectful to bis 
Majesty, to advise him to come upon his 
subjects for this 7,000/. a year, when he 
him.sclf had U fund out of which to pay it ? 

g e hoped that ^hat' his lion, friend (Mr. 

imbe) had said^ wodld sink* deep into 
the hearts,pf the members of that House. 
Ail Utat was wanted, was, a delay till t^e 
state of the Admiralty^fund could b« as¬ 
certained, and with that view he moved. 
That the debate be adjourned till this day 
se'nnight. ^ 

Tlw Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
it was quite clear, and as far as he coul(( 
perceive agreed u)i all hands, that the pen¬ 
sion could not be charged upon thbse 
droits, but would most properly in thefirFt 
instance be charged on the consolidated 
fund, ife should repeat what he had^aid 
before more than once, that if the House, 
upon further examinatioir into the natuie. 
and amount of this fund, should think 
proper to address his Majesty to grana 
70,000/. or a much larger sum to be trans¬ 
ferred to the consolidated fund' for tl}0 
public service, it would be just as easy for 
them to do it lifter this question was dis¬ 
posed of; and it appeared to himv that 
such an address would go with a better 
grace at^ future time, as it would not ap¬ 
pear so directly like asking his Majesty to 
pay an equivalent tor a grant which was 
Supposed to proceed from the liberalityof 
parliament. 

' The House then divided on Mr. Whit¬ 
bread's Amendment, Ayes 37 ; Noes 05 ; 
Majority 2S. ,• - 

Mr. Tierney shortly a^r came into the 
House, and apologized* for being absebt 
after iiaving given .notify that it 
bb intentTon to oppose *the bill, '^he 
fact was, that he was detained tt> a late 
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hour in z- committee up ttairi, (the bul- 
hoa conunittMf, |iid that be imagined that 
another question {the finance iesulntions), 
which was likely to take up some timej 
would come on before it. He gare notice 
now, that he should, on the first open day, 
move for a general account of the droits of 
adtniraky ; his object was to ascertain 
whether there was not a sum of 70,OoOA. 
disposable; and if there was, he .intended 
to move an address to his Majesty to grant 
the said sum to the consolidated fond.—He 
also wished' to know from the Chancellor 
of the Excheqi^ when lie intended to 
bring in the bill for providing for the in¬ 
terest of the loan. 

The Chitnceilor of ^hc Exchequer ''answer¬ 
ed, that he would, perhaps, bring it in to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr.' 'fiemey iben expressed his intention 
to oppose the principle of the bill upon 
the second reading; as it apffeared to him 
to be not only wrong, but a violation'qf 
faith to the* public creditor, to throw this 
interest upon the consolidated fond. 

« [Finance Resolutions — Sinecure 
Places.] The House having, on the mo¬ 
tion of Mr. Martin, resolved into a com¬ 
mittee upon the third report of the finance 
committee, 

Mr. Bankes rose and moved the reading 
of the second resolution, which being read 
accordingly, the lion. getu. expressed his 
intention of moving an amendment, [t 
bad been observed by many gentlemen, 
that sinecure offices ought not {o be abo¬ 
lished until some other fund should be 
created, fromwh'ch his Majesty might be 
enabled to niake that provision for long 
and efficient public services which those ^ 
occasions aflbfded. Now, the object of 
his proposed amendment would be to cou¬ 
ple the abolition of sinecures with the sub¬ 
stitution of such a fund—and in doing so, 
he hoped to render the measure of aboli¬ 
tion more acceptable to his right hon. 
friend, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and to tlie eommittee. Indeed, he thought 
that the substitution would take away aU 
objections to the abolition/ while there 
comd be no doubt of its being more agree¬ 
able. not only to the country, btu lo such 
meritorious officers as were entitled lo re¬ 
ward. For the real fact was, that sine¬ 
cures had fallen‘to much into disgrace^ 
perhaps Trum their misapplication, but 
certainly from a*general suspicion that 
^ they lyere dispbsed of rather^according to 
the influence oFfayour than ofTkterit, that 
a certain degree o^, disveputh alkiwlwd lo 


Aiaiee [10S4 

those who accepted ^hem-^that ih truttf a 
brand or mark was fixed upon them* 
Therefore, those offices instead of confer¬ 
ring honour, the people so much.revolted 
against them, actuary attached a stigma. 
To tak^ away that stigma, then from the 
fair objects of public bounty, it was neces¬ 
sary that a fund ^should be created in lieu 
of those sinecures, and also to remove the 
anomal)* which belonged to the very prin¬ 
ciple of having officers iir the receipt of 
salaries without any dqties annexed to 
them. After panegyrizing the system 
upon which our revenue was collected, 
which be contended was much cheaper 
than that of any other nation in Europe, 
the lioii. gent, proceeded to press upon the 
atu^ntion of the committee the propriety 
of establishing every practicable degree 
of economy. It was with that view he 
particularly recommend^ the adoption of 
the resolution. He would not be under** 
stood to expect that by any measure of 
this nature the clamour of certain persons 
could be satisfied. Those persons were 
not in fact to be satisfied by any thing 
which that House could efr ought to con¬ 
cede. This he was extremely sorry to see. 
But it never could be argued that, because 
certain factious persons put forward extra¬ 
vagant demands, that House should not do 
what < was reasonable — that parliament 
should not accifie to whatever was fit and 
proper for the public welfare. These 
clamours had their flux and reflux, but it 
was notorious that they had no influence 
upon the proposition under discussion, 
which, in fact, so fir as regarded^elibo- 
lition of sinecures, had ksr^rigin before 
such clamours were heard. He trusted, 
t^erefof'e, that whatever might blithe con- , 
duct of the factious, the Committee would 
never lose sight of tlie propriety of con^ 
suiting the wishes and cultivating 
good disposition of the sound and ration84 
part of the community, ^u would, he bad 
no doubt, be materially conciliated by the 
adoption of *a measure so long Ind so un- 
aninicKisly called for—'that of the aboli¬ 
tion of sinecure offices. It would be pre>-* 
posierous to oppose to such a desirable 
measureany idea of rev^renck for old cf^a- 
blishmenta, for ft was ifiiffossible that these 
sinecure offices could haifo been originally 
established without any duties atta^ed to 
.them* The committee fagf only 

repair the iitiories of time byHibolishing 
such offices. He therefore hoped for ^ 
g^eral acquiescence in his rifolion, wtiioh 
ww^^gioundod upon^the priacipfo ofm^CM 
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raltf reiform, And whitb, while^h did away 
obnoxidOB office;^, would ei^ablish a*fond 
rn.lbcii' roorOt calciilaled to answer ertfry 
obyettwbich those’who {ileade^for the 
existence of such professed to hate 
ioTiew. The honourable niembV con- 
chj^d witli proposing the amendment he 
had described. 

Mr. Moftin said, he should hare been 
desirous to Itave abolished entflrefy all 
sinecure placed; but as he was anxions 
to gain somethriif, rather than lose all, he 
Would accede to the amendment proposed 
by the bon. gentleman (Mr. Bankes.] 
The right hon, the Chancellor of the Kx- 
cheqner bad said, that the House should 
not iriterferc’Nrithout being able to do 
someihfhg elFectual. He allowed the poli- 
tion, because he thought it was firgh time 
they 'should do something eBectuai; for 
the House had been upwards of thirty 
years promising the people a relief or al¬ 
leviation from ihese Burdens, and yet, let 
who would bring forward the subject, no-* 
thing had been done in it. He thought 
the'hon. gentleman had founded his reso- 
liUioris on thos^ of Lord North in 17S2; 
uiul though he differed in opinion as to the 
edect, yet he was willing to support the 
hon. gent's, resolutions, because, as he be¬ 
fore said, he would be willing to obtain a 
little rather than to do noUwig. Hdhad 
however, a very great objecnon to the sys¬ 
tem of rewarding public services, by sine¬ 
cure places, because the crowp was not 
conscious of what «t gave; and to pre¬ 
vent the^'servants of^the public from 
being too profust ly rewarded*, it would 
be more sati^ctory to the parties re¬ 
quiring reward for public services, to 
^lavc tiieAeward denned, than to have ir 
cdnferrefl' in the way in which it was now 
done. And as the national debt had iDt 
creased in a degree beyond all imagina¬ 
tion, it was the duty of the House to lessen 
these burthens as as possible. There 
was one circumstance which struck him 
most forcil*ly, which was, that where a 
person of Lirgc- hereditary fortune*had 
doqe meritorious services, he ought not 
surely to expect the same degree of re- 
'Ihuiieration as a pe^on who had dedicated 
his wjlole life wit^ut any fortune of his 
own to sappdft him. sate only bis own ex¬ 
ertions and su periof t alents. Under tbe^ 
eircumstanc«<UCflll desirous to obtain the 
best relief ^ wa$ me,' he should support 
the rasolUtibAipf the hon. ^^ntleman. . 

Mr'. allusion to the opinion oA 

Mr; Berke witb*fespwt ^ the aboKficbV 
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pkcesof this deacriptioD,'-stated that jt 

wto not tlfe opinion of that gentlt^an tbat 
all siftecufe omes ihoulid be ^oiiibjHh 
The hen.' geAL who proposed the aiiiL<n^» 
ment had net stated any substitution mr 
the places abolished, nor had-he indeed. 
I, informed the House at what time tfie abo¬ 
lition was to take place. He had seemed 
tb consider that in the distribution of the 
oflices tbeiK were great abases, and that 
the crown had influence sufficient But 
when^he House should consider the dif¬ 
ference in the valug of money now and at 
the time when his Majdfty came to the 
throne they would find the influence of the 
crown hffid derived very little accession 
from the disposal of the sinecures. It did' 
not appear that the hq|j. gent, had fur¬ 
nished a sufficient argument for the abo¬ 
lition, because though persons might have 
(lone little service to tne staU# still they 
deserved reward* He entirely diitered 
fitmi himjn the idea that civ^l servants 
should not be rewsarded with sinecure of¬ 
fices, on th(f contrary he conceived that 
none but civil servants ought to be^rt- 
warded in that tnannA*. For instance 
would it be correct to have rewarded such, 
a man as lord Nelson with the place of 
auditor of the exchequer ? * 

' Lord would support the amend- 

)net]t, although his opinion was rather in 
favour of the original ^esolutions.^ He 
asserted that the influence of the crown 
had increased insomuch that in order to 
preserve the .balance of the constitution 
It was desirable that that influence shobld 
be reduced. Therefore aboli¬ 

tion of sinecures would more readily meet 
bis approbation. As a means of reward¬ 
ing meritorious services, which was the 
alledged plea for the exrstenc^of these 
sinecures, he thought them peculiarly, 
unsuitable, and for two reasons; firsts 
because, when the meritorious service 
should recur which called for reward, it 
was improbable that a sinecure office 
would be vacant; and, secondly* because^ 
it tvas improbable chat such office would 
baa fit Seward for such service. 

Mr. JV. Smith said, that all the House 
was at present bound to do was, to consi¬ 
der tlie advantages resulting from both 
pigns, and to do something that would 
make matters better tbaif they are at this 
•moment. Notwithstanding what had just 
been said by the. right imp. gent wbA 
spoke last tine, he could not concfBye 
the teason why naval and milittry sbV- 
ticflt shoaftf nqt be rewtfdatf flNAfi sinc^ 
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cure offices. It would cettunly be an nl- 
leriation of the public burdens; and the 
only advantageous ground that ministers 
bad to stand on was» that it was a custom 
which had long prevailed that they should 
altogether • be applied to civil services. 
He thought it most extraordinary, thatailer 
giving a* sinecure office of 2,700/. a year 
to a right hon. gent. (Mr. Yorke) that 
same person should, in a verycshort time 
afterwards, be appointed to one of the 
first offices under the governmepf, viz. 
that of first lord of the admiralty. If the 
right hou. genr^d been rewarded with a 
pension, he thought it would have been 
otherwise. It had been said on this sub¬ 
ject, that these einerures* were originally 
intended, not only as rewards for services 
performed, but a/marks of the sovereign’s 
fiivour. He would, however, be bound 
^ay, that ‘ from tfie Korman conquest 
to fne present mpmept, there was no 
one reign jn which this sort of favouriti^n, 
whenever exerted, was not uiifortundte. 
What, he asked. Had bec<iine of the 
60,000/. a year granted for the privy purse 
of his Majesty, which was intended to be 
for the very purpose of enabling his Ma¬ 
jesty to confer marks of his favour in rc- 
uvarding public services; yet on every 
occasion which had since occurred,* where 
public ^services were to be rewarded, this 
69>000/. a year, instead of being applied 
to that purpose, had been expended, no one 
knew how ; and in the reward of public 
services ministers had uniformly applied to 
paVliament for grants from'the civil list. 
When the cipwn granted the office of re¬ 
gistrar of the admiralty "to the right hon. 
getit.’s (the Chancellor of the £x<mequei;) 
father, it never could have imagined that the 
foes would amount to the enormous sums it 
now didjYrom the circumstance of the navy 
of England taking prizes from every nation 
in the world that sent ships to sea; and 
it certainly extravagant beyond mea¬ 
sure, that such an office should be con¬ 
tinued fiiHher than the life of <he present 
remaining reversioners.*-;He contended 
ibut the principle on which th^. present 
resolution was founded, was not new, but 
bad been acted upon through a long series 
4>f years ; and, in support of his opinion, 
quoted several acts of resumption in many 
reigns. Novelty could not, therefore, be 
urged agmnst the measure. The necest 
sity for aboljshing sinecures, arose from 
the severe pressure of the public burdens. 
These coulu only be redu6ea 5y lowering 

the annual expenditure, and not jess by the 

/\ • «• 
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present measure, which would Vonvintie 
the people that, whether ^i;eat or small, 
the economy of government was directed 
to preveht any imprudent waste of money, 
which, by being reutrained would lessen 
the tai(es. 'It ^d been said, that all 
officers attached to the crown, and princes 
' of the blood, should be spared in this re¬ 
form; but he had no hesitation in say¬ 
ing, thut the dignity and honour of toe 
crown would be more c^lectually con¬ 
sulted in attaching the ^flections of the 
eople, than by pensioning 12 lords of the 
ed-chamber at 1,000/. a year, who had 
votes in the other House, and generally 
voted one way. Were they without sa¬ 
lary, would the splendour ofHhe crown be 
ilAninished, or the character of these 
noble lords lowered in public estimation ? 

Mr. Bastard declared it absolutely ne¬ 
cessary ii] consequence i^f the extended pa- 
tronageof the crown, and of extended l>ur- 
thens of the people, to follow up the 
principle of retrenchment in eveiy de¬ 
partment of the states There was a fer¬ 
ment abroad; and the surest way to dis¬ 
arm those actuated by improper hopes 
was to aiibrd reasonable indulgence to the 
great body of the peoph*.—The ferment 
existing had Jiot a stronger source of sup¬ 
ply than in the thought, that whilst cni.i- 
mitUes of t^t House were suggesting 
many plans ^economical reform, as ab¬ 
solutely necessary, the House was in the 
uniform habit of not only not attending 
to, but of actually ovpr-ruling their sug¬ 
gestions. He concluded with*observing, 
that even if the Hftuse was not fficlined to 
be honest from principle^ ^the time was 
now come when it should be so from nc- 
jtcessity. . 

Mr, Wharton said, the retrenchment of 
sinecures wSuld not lessen in any extent 
worth notice, the burdens of the people. 
It was therefore on the principle alone that 
the matter was worth wscussing. He ob¬ 
jected to the presedt resolutions, because 
they abolished one source of teward, and 
saidahey would aubstitu^s another, which 
other they did not define. In oppositioa 
to the noble lord and hon. gent, oppd^ite 
(lord Althorpe and Mr. SmHb) he as^ivd, 
that the infitence SiAhe crown, so far 
from having increase^ hath decreased*— 
ghouls of hear I heaft! from the Opposi¬ 
tion.) He defended wM^ertton/on the 
ground that though the patronage of the 
crown had increased double *6ince^l782, 
consequence\>f the incnlftsed expendi- 
tCtre, yet that it was not in^greater pfopor- 



wa^ hikI by bite over and over again in 
the Cotiktnittee-pom up stairs. Indeed ii 
Was mnve a'ppticabie t6 any other subject 
than to the cine on whici) it was intro¬ 
duced ; it Would a discussion upon 
the assize oi’ breail much better^ than a 
debate tha profitiety of this restriction 
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irwlthf popdaUon of tbe and ts raciiiTt (be Aitriea {brb« office*. 
cowi/wy/on whitir It bad now to operate. (It was hen whispered to Mr. Whitbread, 
l^probt ot ttiv4 hhifOofc the value of (and that bo did o6t uke the latart bfCh|8<^ 
aMw>f trade, aml^thence dedofced> that oeHor of tbe ]^cb«qoht]. >He beu 
tbewcahh of the naeion,w^ in pnpor- pardon; hO rtMrfJy bad c^ly just b^r 
tion 6f five to one^ to what it had ^en in what her was' before uoacquaidted Willi 

lhat tha right hod. gent, had declined, bj? 
ftir. fvAitlnYad said, the speech of the a minute' of rhe treasury, receiving life 
how. and learned secretary.of the treasury emoluments of the 6hadf^llorship'oT tuo 
wui a lepetitinn of what he uitderstood Exchequer; he had not been before iii* 

formed of the fact, and therefore'it was not' 
to be wondered at that he had made thp 
mistaxe. The bpiion of rach OmolOmen'ls 
ought not, however, to'j^wdefl to any 
and in his opinion, as well fOr tbeif M* . 
tegra! impropriety as for their lately ihf» 
currod *disgrace, ^necuros themselfeo^ 
oi fhe^rsnts of the crown. With respect ought to be altogether abolished. To 
to sinecures the country hud but one prove the gross niis!l|splication of those 
opinion: from the system of favouritism sinecures he bad only to state that Mr« 
pursued and the^buses visible in the way Yurke had got 2,T()6i.'a year, and Idrd 
in which they yverc conferred, scarce a Wellington ^nly received 2,000f. •Thbh’ i 
man out of the doors of that House could was court *f^ou?iies*were rewarded,' 
be found their advocate. They were nqt even above those whom minhters tbetd-' 
suited to the taste of the army, nor to the selves decided to have merit He wished 
navy; but in the language of the hon. before he sat down, totally to disAjiptcje' 
secretary, thejpwere fitted for the civil de- of tbe distinction Which' ihe learned fgen- 
p^rtfnent.—that was for such eificient pub* tlemwwho^bke last, sCetbed to make 
lie servants as the learned secretary him- between the King and the people';, thdv 
self.-—Mr. Whitbread next adverted to the were one and mdiVlsible, arid the' Kiri^a' 
grant recently ihade to Mr. Yorke, and . best • interests depended on dnd sprung 
contended that the pubiq^were no^ alone j from the people. 

disgusted with such grarSbut that from The CAanCei/orqf tfie ExcAe^^ agyepd, 
such an illustration every sinecure grant with'the hon. gent, as to one point, that 
became sin object of public aversion, the interests of the King and p^ple Wero 
Such opinions ha^ been exprdlised in that the same. * With respect to the pfo- 
House very generally, and he had him- position8*l)iV)ught forward, he consic|pi*hd 
self hea'ftl the presenttecretary for Ireland one of them as wholly useless. The ad^* 
(Mr. W. Po^) and a colonel (Wood^ of tion of it would effect nothihg in point'.of 
one of the Middlesex regiments of militia I economy, and do but little towards the di*‘ 
state, that for their public services, when- * minution of prerogative. The proposjlrdii 
ever iUshould be thought fit to reward he alluded to was, that which declar'ed 
them, they would never Condescend to that the remuneration of'serviqes by 
la^c a sinecure office. Numerous were sion, was preferable td thkt by sinecure 
the evil efieett, arisijig from such grants, offices. He could not adopt his hon. 
and not the less (or^siderable one was that friend's distinction, that pensioh^ 
these sinecures p'r^enicd the necessary more honourable than sinecures.. He 
increase "of salary to the gfeat efficient persuaded that such a change Would notf 
offices of the state. What for instance jibate one particle of the clamout tnat 
Was the argument advanced m the favour was so induiftriouslv excited ag^ih st^th e^ 
<fftl\e Chancellor of the Exchequer, when dattcr.* Tlie gentlemen opposite v^ld' 

• > 1 , Was in coatemplation to give him the quarrel with pensions just a*? ihe]^ didwith^ 

' Chancellorship ofsho duchy of Ijancksfer sinecures. Did any man bdlieve that tbil* 
ferlife? b was then contended that the was the way* to* please ahd cojitbht'tbe' 
iriary ofthefirshoffice.was BOt a sufgci.*! people, or appease tjie idainoar, whith' 
ehtfeimitter^illgtfor the discharge of its those who declaim agaih-st sinecures, 
duties. If was however to be presumed* stigmatising the' individuals wh6 
How that the same right hoh. gent, was of them were too apt to imirease ?'H^e-’' 
alsli first loiill of the treasury, that he wOnld funded iHb appointment of 
Qoi condwegd to take that of the^itiby than, whom si mote hoabeniMb OMm diw 

VOL. xif. 
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no^extft.; and coaleiided 4h»^ this ap-i whose seisUmeiito w<yild be aus^ectcd^ 
po!aiiinent,hadc«|tiio o4iw oa thesys? but be would rather consent tp be plunder* 
tepi of rewacj^g eervjceB..by grants of ed of his property than to |ive i4> his li^ 
sipsifUie places* Ids .fiw his emoluoients, berties. lie thought this^ one of thesi 
t ^ would eflbrdr^ bop. gent, any otherwise indi%eoW propositiona, bjr 
pleasure, he CQidd inform him thatjMr. which iy was possible, by agreeing, to it 
yorke bad, in consequence of holding the to separate thwe who felt well-grounded 
officeofteUeseif theexcbeqner,relHiquish- discotttent from those who pretended > to 
ed the 2,0001.a ^ar additional granmdu- feel so. The motion, therefor^, had bis 
nog the adminlptration, of whicb^ Mr. T. support. « 

(^eiwille formed a part, to that ^ntleman, Mr. CSsimteg maintained that the fabric 
as first lord of theadmiralty.—He was not of the monarchy could never be supported 
&r bis own part disposed to agree iiftbe except the throne was surrounded, not 
as^rtion that thp^House ocver could be merely by a decent but a gorgeous splen- 
backward in Ubemly rewarding public dour. lie was pe^uaded the offices, 
soryices. Why, those were the very Which his hon. friend proposed to abolish 
services respecting remuneration of could not be touched without nital danges 
which an impartial cFecision could pever to the constitution. Something hov/evca 
be expected trom 1^4 House. It was im- should be done with the Rpport. The 
possible that gentlemen could agree to House should either concur in the propo* 
reward those whom they were in the habit sitions contained in it, oi; negative them 
of opposing for a number of years, and j altogether. His otijection to the propo- 
whose acts they eeprObatcdf or affected toj sition of his hon. friend, was that be adopt* 
condamn as^the cause of whatever cala.- e4 only half of the plan recommended by 
milies might have be^Hcn tbe^country, the Committee. He could not, however, 
He^ protested too against the position laid withhold his assent from the principle of 
dowiv by his hon. friend (Mr. Bankes), the resolution. He believed, that the ob* 
that an office granted under the great jection on the score of public odium war 
seal might be resumed. The admission much exaggerated; and be was also per* 
of such a principle would shake the foun- suaded, that the power of disposing of 
dihitm of all property. It might as .well sinecure offices never bad been abused to-, 
he eaid, that the donation lands granted | the ex^pnt whit^had been asserted. He 
by Henry the 8th to the ancestors of the ) could not see it was possible to pro« 
duke of Bedford might be cancelled at vide by any legislative measure that the 
this day, because they became infinitely salaries of sinecure offices should merge 
valuable than timoriginkl donor iti- wheneverthj person enjoying them should 
tended. There were only two' ways in be improved in his circumstancesr SucA 
which the proposition could come recom- a hint urged, as aa argument srU zrrre* 
tnended, with're^rd to i|s economical ciiTidmm might be employed, ^ but be did 
efiect, ^d as it might diminish the prero- not see, bow it could be' applied, to 
gaiive. Of the former the House had no 'establisbarightto iuqMire intoa ^erson*$ 
uroof whatever before it; as to the latter private affairs. ' In cases of returnii^ to 
lie was persuaded, the same objections public serviue^ it was otherwise. That 
wo'uld app^ to pensions that were urged frequently occurred in the instances of 
against sinecures. Upon these grounds ambassadors to foreign states,. and tha. 
he should feel bound to oppose the Re- office of lord chancellor. Jie agreed with 
MlutioS as not likely to give satisfaction his right hon. friend as to the futility of 
In any pomt of view. leaving the remuneration of publi&services 

l^rd JUiSon was of opinion, that tlie^ to the House of Cqmmons. It would not ^ 
re^IutioQS of his hon. friend deserved the be merely unadvisable, but dangerous dn,. 
ajupp^rt of the House. He thought, if tliey the extreme that it should exclusively pQS* 
were carried, they would do away a grout sess such a power. Such walcuot the pluir 
deal of public scandal. A sinecure when of his hon. friend. It appeared to be hia ' 
once granted must be conferred anew intention, that.the sourc:a of remanerath.n. 



)y pension instead ot sinecure. > JBci Wits 
‘irown,'he thought it had iiicfirr^v^d. iU'a of opinion that the objection<|^8pnctiUg 
very rapid degree. He was not a person lim'll^t^^ of service as, a cl^ina^ 
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fArftflonTmiglift be easily got over. He 
did Mt view tfy$ j>mposition m trencMng 
on the prerc^gative of the crown. Hecon- 
himself, however, no farttfer bonnd 
by his vote than to ontertam the propo- 
eition. Whether he might hereafltw as¬ 
sent to it whollyi or in part, would depend 
on the view in which it would be pre¬ 
sented to him. 

Mr. Peter Moore then rose end said. 
However unwHling I am to trouble the 
committee at tb^ Fate hour, on a qaofltion 
tob which has so often been debated, and 
therefore almost precludes, the possibility 
of introducing novelty, 1 must neverthe¬ 
less throw myself on the patience and in¬ 
dulgence of*the Committee for a very 
short Kme. It will be in the recollectnn 
of the Committee, that when my hon. and 
learned friend (Mr. Marlin) originally 
introduced to thp House his propositions, 
arising out of the Third Report of the 
Committee of Finance, I declared my opi¬ 
nion, in the most decisive and unqualified 
terms, that as his propositions did not go 
far enough, inasmuch as they did not go 
to an absolute^ and positive abolition of 
these sinecures, I could not support them, 
of course, finding that the propositions 
now before the Committee, brought for¬ 
ward by the hon. gent, on the i*oor (Mr. 
Bankes) even fell far sh^ of myjearn- 
ed friend's, it cannot b^xpected that 
they will meet my support. They can¬ 
not, Sir, I will not be content with any 
measure that shal} fall short df complete 
abolition? because I feel and know the 
whole or th« expenditure to be a dirget 
waste of thu.pubTic property; and, so 
feeling, 1 shall ill discharge the duty I 
owe to my constituesfts in particular, and 
• to the state at large, if I countenance the 
continuance of an expenditire of this de¬ 
scription. No. Sir; it is my duty lo 
press and to insist on Jhe abolition; and it 
18 the just expectgtiqn of the public, who 
have repeatedly ahl> firmly demanded it, 
by pclitidns and humble appfications for 
a series - of tiiqe past, that they should be 
x#eved from these burthens. In the 
pTincipleof this expectation, I am glad to 
- Swf that thediouw are generally agreed ; 
for, except the rigl« hon. <he chancellor 
of the exchequer, and the hon. gent. (Mr. 
Wharton) who siAs near.him, as far as yie 
avowed sentiinfijA of individual members^ 
can authorise sucK a conclusioo, there ap¬ 
pears to he. no objection to the abolition, 
iicJvided thfc Committdb agree to solijc 
iiad of substitute which is to be 
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heroafteron the streiqftb of the^ifnAi^* 
nient prtiposed by the hqn.' ' 

ft fund for IherewM ofpuMfdifer^lcOSV' 
to bo at tbe ditp^V of Ae crowt^ Fh HiM’ 
pf these exceptionable tlnecaret. 
let the committee consider a little tkb';- 
grounds on vtdiich ihe right hon. the 
chancellor of tbe exchequer treate tbit po- 
aition. • He considers it on two groumls: 
first, as tis |he quantuin of saving to' ifao 
public after a substitote 'sball have been 
established; and, secondly, how far' it 
will mminuh the infidepce of the crown. 
Now, as to the first poiptf^he right hon- 

r nt. makes it a matter -of cailcukitronw 
am glad of H, because, then, tbouM 
contrar^ to his geneigti position, the ri^ 
hon; gent, subscribes to the proprieto ^ 
coneeding this, obnoxious source of .ex- - 
penditure to the people, and reiliovingtho 
odium in which it is justly held. He it, * 
however, plelised to contend^ that subject 
to<his operati(M,*wh5n the substitute has* 
been formed, the/esidue wiH*besovery 
small, thaj^it couldioot be an object wor- ; 
thy the experiment I hope, in ihcfi* 
times, every retrenchment, however smalr, 
when retrenchment is become necessary^ 
and has been so loudly demanded, will 
not be lost sight of; as a great numh^ qf 
amalhsavings will soon form ft consider' • 
able aggregate; and it ought to be iitt- 
material to the public and to tbe Com¬ 
mittee from whence they are derived, 
provided the aggregate be realized. NoW|, 
Sir, let me suppose that aggregate forn^, 
by economical contributions, 3 or 
from one place, 2 or SOOO from another* 
ready for public appropvialion. if w« 
cannot have millions thus accumulated, as 
we ought to have, let us have hundred 
thousands, or fifty thousands, or even lesa 
sums, and then let the House aitsnl tbeb^ 
selves of (by rigidly applying) the co^ 
gratolations of yesterday on the very ad- 
vantageous terms on which the loan j)f the 
year has been contracted for. ^cording 
to those terms, every 40,000 gpineas and 
a small fraction of this aggregate of our 
mings, will* exonerate the public wr- 
thens dh the people to the amount ^ it 
million sterling. I have no doubt, thM 
the abolition of these rinecures, would* 
produce some onillions in this way; wai 
5 have tto hesitation inking- »be public 
have a right to demand U, as they have 
done, and to expect tt,» in common jus- 
ice, from the fidelity of their trustees tii 
his HouBW,*ifi relief of tbeir own heavy 
burthcDs. Thesei riien would form no 
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cj^^Dapt{Me~8aviDe« ^ U c^}cula^ ratio oa wj^ti the ipOflipno^ c( 

eYe^ in this operat^nn* thopj^ tbe liub»tir> tt^e crpwn has inorpased; tbisjt therefore* 
tutp were forme^iW ^4icl^ f^ill no* con-^' I TKiU endeavour to 8up|UyVor bipa. ^• 
i|8 that wouM bfe jt rnpre eppyerwon* deed# had he been inclined to fnrDiihsUf 
a Ji)ere change of teirjoas, deluding and ^^^^d not baf^ travelled for.it, nor 

tpalfy disappointing the public expapia- hay.e bej» at any mat pains to obtain it; 
tjon. Now, ai tp ue second point, hpw for# ir be would only h^ve asked thp right 
far this operation will diminish the in* 4ioa. gent. (Mr. Rose), who sits nept him, 
iiuence of the crown. In considering thisi; or have had the goodness to reco]lec> what 
ppint, the right hon, the chnncellpr of the that rigb4> hoo. gent* declared only last 
exchequer ^opts and rests h*imseU' en- night on this very point, or even have rp- 
tuely oil the doctrine and calculations of fleeted on the sum of fais^own annual ac*-' 
the hon. gtint. near him> and, to usfi his count for last year, delivered only yes- 
own words, cordadly unites in the senti- terday, be wpujd readily have found the 
meuts gf the hop/ gent, as to the very fair ratio, which hp has, conveniently 
dreadful consequences to be apprehended for his argument, omitted. Now, 3ir, 
from this desperate entrenchment*^ on the 1 will agrep to take it in the^ very words 
influence of the crotim. One would sup- of the right lion, gent. (Mr. Rose^ last 
pose, bir, that in/approaching this very night: they were these—" that while he 
spiall sum as a reform, which the chan- had been in oiiice, he had witnessed the 
ccHor of the e;cchequer declares to be of growth of the public typenditure, from 
no coqsideratipp as a relief tor the people, ten millions per annum to eighty tnillions 
and unworthy of^jiubhc attetition, that per annum.” Here then, the ConpniUec 
were proceeding violently to snatch away wjU find the proportions of the «n<'>'ease 
the whole supplies of vhc empirg, and to of the influence of the crown, jq the 
annihilate the very existence of the exe- same periods, which are no less han eiglit 
cuTi\e influence. ^Tlius, when the ques- to one; and thus rests the who'e posiuou 
tion relates ig the people, it is a sum of no and conclusion, that if the cncrt'use oi the 
consideration; but the moment it relates wealth and population of the rpuntry he 
to the crown, it is of vast importance, as three to o.ne, the increase of the itittu- 
dangerous in the extreme, and of farmore ence of the crown in the same period. 
Value than all the remaining eighty mil- Irhas be^n as eight to one, without taking 
lions levied from the country financial ex- into any calcu Aon the dormant ainl uu- 
pemliture, which, in fact, are not worth sought influence of honours, liiles, oflice^, 
tlie acceptance of the crown w'hen strip- stations, governments, &c. &c. throughout 
ped of these odd farthings, to wideh the a vastly extended empire; army, navy, 
amount of the sinecures may<*ndt be un- ordnance, &.c.; promotions in the va- 
faiijy compared, when they looked at the rions public Alepanuenls of ihe^tate.— 
immense injgtnUide of the annual ex- Ycf, Sjr, with all this cncreasp, so threaten- 
pences. But, let the committee go a lit- ing to public liberty, so dangerous to ge- 
tfe further, and examine the general doc- ncral liberty, the ri§^it hnn. giMtlemen 
trine, as it involves and exposes the rca- oj)posilc, are uncommonly alanned, lest 
aguing of^buth iliese geiulem^n. They the taking away the odd farthings and 
.l^ve insisted that this paltry consldera- fracuons from an expenditure, which, hy 
tigq caniiot possibly be spared to thepeo- the account now produced, Inst year ex-f 
pie wRhout imminent danger to the pub* cecded 8G,p00,000f. the^state should be 
lie service, contending, as they do, th^t overthrown, the nationtaf fabric should be 
tbu influence of the crown har. not en- subverted, afiid not a-wreck of the wUolo 
cjccasvd, as it^ ought to nave done, since empire slmuld be left bi hind.—But, Sir, 
the 1782, when Mr. Burke's Bill of 1 do hope and trust, the public ace tired 
Re^m passed, in proportion to the en« of alarms, and that the Coiuniittee wik Ua 
creased wealih and population of the gfa very opposite opinion, aixi come fbV 
i;ountry. ,Now this eiicrease of the wealth resolution prons{)tly mvchinstantly to abo- 
B.ud population of the country, the hoti. lish the whole of these siiiecm'^s, Tlfcy, 
gent. &ont a variety of very minute caU Tought to do so., The dqplorablv state ^ 
cuiatidgs on tJhe p^iceof breads ^c« esta-' the country demands people Have 

bUshes on what ho calls an exact ratio of demoded ; and must, as 1 sbalQ do« cou. 
thr*!e to ong. r But, for^th, the hon. sider any modification in the way of sqb* 
*■ pmt. only takeaone side of ttreacconi^^; stitjute, as a mockery of their dkpeutationa 
m cai^fully wUbbokli iuid. amotltera the iqsult to their fnalingSb Now, Ski 
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DOW 


all ibis iynX^tic ff^o^tion to reform of tbe up popery adminialrotiop 
wry tote both unnatorol and deiperate and deplorable career in 1007. 

wpdcoomable ft> ordinary underatandiag. In tbai aipeeeh# after emphatically cfdliog 


lt*in allowed on all aidea« that reform^ eco- 
noipy, and ratrenphn^Ot^ are napetaary^ 
apd some gentlemen on the other a^o«say> 
laudable ; that the crisis of oor financial 
condition requires* and (he safety of the 
nation renders it indispensable. T^his is p( his people/’* ' Now, Sir, when‘I re** 
broadly admitted even amongst ourselves; oollectthyse gracious benevolent and famed 
and our constituents, with attention as vi- declarotionsofhisMajesty from (he throne, 
giiant, minds asjtnafculine, and judgments which liis ministers are in duty and alle* 


(hh altention of both Houles of Harliaiiient 
to a system of rigid economy, bis Majesty^ 
was pleased most graciously %o conctudo 
in these unqualifiM and endearing words# 
" that his Majesty had no cause but that 


as correct as any withip these walls, peti¬ 
tion for it and demand it our hands, in 
the express terms oflhe abolition ofsine? 
cures, unnecessary places, and improper 
pensions. These objects, (hough oontro** 
Tei'tetk by the treasury bench almost* as 
luugh as iftherewef-e not any applications 
on the subject, form the very essence and 
substance of va^ous resolutions at public 
meetings and of petitions to this House. 
Where then could the Committee more 
properly begin with retrenchment, than 
in the discontinuance of these odious pay* 


giai)(!(! bound to act up to and fulfil, as to 
the tenor of their cojpiMssion, and the 
line of their odice ; and witness nothing 
on 'their parts or in their measures and 
conduct^ hot a direct, undisguised, and 
systematic counteraction of his Majesty’s 
intentions towards hil^ubjects : wlien I 
witness a scornful and deaf ear uniformly 
turned to the necessities of the people ur« 
gently claiming relief; combiniiigitheae' 
^cts with theMeanI lately taken by his 
Majesty’s iniai8te|;s to obstruef and to pre* * 
vent petitions and»humble statements of 


ments, called sinecures, which have lung the grievances felt by his subjects, claim- 
been a disgrace to our establislnnents ; ing nls royal interposition and proteotion, 
are wholly an abuse of the supplies espe- be^ng constitutionally presented to the 
cially voted for, and exclusively conse- throne; 1 can only form one obvious^con- 
crated to the safety, the honour, and dig* elusion, that bis Mujesty is kept jn ig- 
nity of the empire : and the payment of .norance of, and docs not know', the cala- 
which ought never to have been tolgrated. mitous condition to which his ministers 


If the House refuse this dftolition and re¬ 
form, so obvious and so very reasonable, 
look to 1 he consequences ; the hopes and 
mcpectations of people niuifi vanish for 
ever, amt give pla<'e to despair ; it must 
teach ffieiu to beliefe, that much gnd 
plausibly their representatives and 


have reduced his empire, that he does not 
know, that his ministers have studiodsly 
defeated his royal intentions towards hit 
subjects ^ and that they have formed an 
unconstitulibnal system on which they are 
acting to keep the sentiments, and prayers, 
and growing distresses ,*01 his attached 

^ ^ ^ aWa m ^ a ■■ a J al A 


trustees anmse them with the prospect neople, and the accumulating difficulties 


nfec<m(MKiy ami left^fm, they mean to de¬ 
ceive Uiem and re.’^ist every species of it. 
I have resolved to exoneftte myself by 
giving the Committee these my seiitimen'ts, 
that it may not be forgotten that I have 
proiosted against tjie consequences, and 
exerted my ende^ours to avert them. 
But this ftfsistanre to the fair expectaiions 
of the public, (joesnot, iamy opiemHi, ter- 
«minate the mischief, which (mm the sen¬ 
timents of his Majesty’s ministers this 
manitastly threatens to be infinitely 
’more extensive arid calamitous; aiid I 


of the country, so entirely from hisknow*> 
ledge, as co deprive the nation of all hope 
of his benign interposition, i wpeut, flint 
these various combinations fully authorise 
the conclusion,, that his Majesty is stu¬ 
diously kept in the dark as to ourgaovving 
distressess, and of the precarious condi^ 
tion to v^ich the stability anddranquilUty*^ 
^f the empire is thus rcducefl. And thus 
believing, 1 feel, or I would not express it„ 
that itl^ecomes the imperative duty dPth'ix 
House, from which they ought not ta 
shrink, to ascertain the fact; to remove 


4 r^w the nx'Ht alarming coiiclnsioDa from ail unconstitutional obstructions, and ta 
tlieir conduct, copiparing it with hia Ma** te-cstablish that digiijfied constitutimml 
jesty's uniforuMpeeches from the throne^ communication between a beloved: sov^ 
to reliev# the burthens of the country, reign and his afiection^ people, as dudl 
and to.HiWse his people; anci the ttpvee es- assure the pqpple, that thejr still live imder^ 
p^taliy, in*thal benevdlenjt, but most ifie- a»ti ei»j.crj^tne paternal protection, of hio 

indVablaspoeG^&omthe-thronewitbnQphich Majesty, and shall restore confideacoi 1ito> 
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th« coantry—that confidence, ^vbich | strength^^ot* expres8if>n which we^ 
hitherto excited ^energy in the peoplcj uniformly in the habit of using atnon^t 
produced strength to the empire, splen- ourselves, than which noting could vO 
dour to the uionafchy, and jurisdiction and stronger, in Ihe unbounded and a|most«i>« 
stability to every'one of its very important controuled freedom «f debate, in what itf 
manifold i^titntions — that confidence, termed ^jlarliamentary language; that th^rr 
which, under the various struggles of our addresses ought not to be deemed except 
ancestors, to place the personal freedom *tionab1e ; Chat 1 could not draw that wide 
of the subject, and the security of personalcj distinction of language between the con- 
property, under the exclusive dominion of stituent and representative, because the 
the law. formed the British consUtution iu one was within the House, ^and the other 


self ! a ^ 

I have only one point more, and 1 
shall make m^^d^pmblc thanks to the 
Committee, for their attention. The 
point to which 1 allude, respects the 
debates which lately^ occupied thh House 
on the subject of petitions, addresses, and 
popular proceedings in and out of this 
House.—(Question, question !) The Com¬ 
mittee need not be alarmed, for 1 shall be 
very short in what 1 have fo say ; and 
that in explanation of mf ivm conduct h) 
the House ^''and indeed^ 1 shall Shew thsft 
it was a portion of their time justly due to 
mo. They will do me the honour to re¬ 
collect, that during the whole of the late 
discussions on these popular topics, I have 
not taken any other part, than contenting 
n^ysel£ with uniformly marking and re¬ 
cording my sentiments by the votes which 
I have given. 1 have uniformly voted in 
defence of the popular rights, because, I 
belfeve and feel, that they were just and 
undoubted rights, and that therefore it is 
my duty to support them. 1 have been' 
more than once privately asked, by some 
members uniformly voting on the other 
side of the House, who bad observed this 
my line of conduct, the^ reasons Tor it ? 

1 will now endeavour to give the same ex¬ 
planations to the Committee as I gave to 
those geritUmeu ; that 1 thought and felt 
that the people, as the constituent body, 
inseparable from ourselves as their depu¬ 
ties ; that we belonged to them and they 
to us ; and that if a separation once took 
place, we nuist be extinguished, «but that 
they would still exist with the uniteck 
powers and strength of conUituent and 
repi'^entativG ; that as they had 'right,* 
and it was their intere'>t and province oc¬ 
casionally, to instruct their deputies, they 
must have a right to petition, to remon¬ 
strate, and fairly liqtake broad, extensive,** 
and commensurate exceptions to our con¬ 
duct ; and that. in*lhe constitutional exer- 
^cise of their rights, while \hey do not 
exceed, in latliutle and strength «f 
expression, the unchecked latitude.and 


was without the same Ho^se, which is the 
house of legislature, specially and excln- 
sively appropriated to the third estate of 
the empire, consisting of the whole of the 
people ; and that 1 had oberved that the 
petitions and addresses deemed the most 
exdeptionable, were, in fact, not«more 
than repefStions and <|uotation8 of pro^ 
ceedings and speeches in the House. On 
these grounds, I had so v>ted ; but, that 
perceiving the tide of the House other¬ 
wise strongly set in, and followed by many 
of my hon. friends on this side of it, who 
had been, some three times, and others 
four and five times as long a member as 
myself, 1 did not think ft became mo 
promptly to oppose my reasoning to theirs, 
on conduct which they alledged they had 
so long witnessed. But, from the most 
mature reflection since, I was now fully 
satisfied, that the Hoi^se had mistaken its 
way, and had departed from the ancient 
constitutional course, by intercepting and 
obstructing the fi'ee exercise of those an¬ 
cient privileges of the people, from which 
the very existence of the House itself, 
anc^ their own privl'ieges and aoAorities, 
had been derived, and erectwi> and which 
must be held, as sacred by, and as dear to, 
th^ couritry at large,•te the priviloges and 
existence of that House itself.-—But|*(con¬ 
tinued the hoh. member,) let the House 
endeavour to explore the real causes and 
motives of these various petitions, ad* 
(tresses, resolutions, an() remonstrances. I 
believe and feel they dd'notby any means 
proceed from any imputed or iifiaginary 
instigation by individuals on the con¬ 
trary, I believe the truth to be, that indivi- . 
(lual leaders had nothing to do with thenf, 
except by involuntary adoption, the 
feet of feeling tfud sumring.—i feel and 
believe that the House mustMsoipersuadM^ 
or blind to the state of nation; th^t 
discontents pervade the inhale nationtoa 
more alarming degree than evte befora 
known; and that me whole coantry is 
a ^ate of great frritation on* account^of 
the epvority of the bartb«n| of taxstion. 
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the coaraej^and unfeeling man* 
n^jr ia w;hich the payment of taxes had 
beca. inforc^,* Popular indiriduala are 
ct^taoually changing. One is paramount 
in public estimation ^bis, year ; another 
\vas paramount last year; and a thii|g^> novr 
no more, was the paramount favourite 
with the populace the year preceding. 
This popularity^ I have observed, was ge* 
nerally of very short duration, and was 
constantly fluetuating. But, the discon¬ 
tents of the nation have long been ma¬ 
turely, and are continually, growing into 
stability : their existence seems to be 
perpetuated,as may n^uralfy be expected, 
with their cause ana the root of their 
cause j viz. taxation, and the constant and 
perpetual growth of taxatioh, to «n 
amount, which now forbids (under the 
system of the present ministers) all hope 
of diminution or jrelief for at least many 
generations to come, however industri¬ 
ously the nation may have been deluded 
to think otherwise, from the operations of 
the sinking fund. And this irritation to 
discontent is not a little strengthened and 
inforced, by tho people having long been 
persuaded, and now knowing full well, 
that these taxes, thus exacted from them, 
have not been honestly applied to state 
purposes, but have been profligately and 
wantonly dissipated and abused, an^ that 
every public office and department of the 
state, from which a report has hitherto been 
laid on the table of the House, exhibits in¬ 
dubitable testimony in conilrAiation of 
these'opinions. Be it as it may in point 
of extenif with such documents before tjie 
House and the,public, it would be idle and 
false to assert, that the public opinion was 
without fiaundation. tHence, the manifest 
"cause the present discontents. These 
discontents 1 can only compare to a hid¬ 
den or half smothered fire, ready to break 
out and rage, and attach itself to any kind 
of conductor ; a |hatch, a piece of paper, 
m^lin, or any 'dtlier tangible point 
of attraction .coming within* the pos¬ 
sible reach of its Impatient, indjscri- 
minating, and ’devouring influence.—In 
tnis condition, 1 considered these discon- 
. be, when the late and extraordinary 

<{uestiQn, now likely 4o undergo discussion 
before ,ono .^f the law tribunals of tbe 
kingdom, was hastily dfa^ged forward, 
agitated, and dcci|ed by this House. And 
1 feel that^L the subsequent popular agi¬ 
tations aod ^meetings in the metropolis, 
th^i^ c^utibns, addresses, petifrons, and 
femdostraoces, ^hai^ been itodunfr ii)9re 
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thw the consequences of the pre-existing 
grievances, only suddeidy bursting forth 
as to a convenient rallying point, which 
chance had thus unexpectedly presented 
to them. On this reasoning, and sub¬ 
scribing to the influence of it op my mind, 

I 1 think it would have been wise and right 
"to have received those petitions of tbe 
people ^ and oir this additional ground, 
that if tltey had been attended with no 
better success than the popular haranguea 
and debates in their behalf in this House,, 
whicn from ihe bad promise and com¬ 
plexion of this night’s dphMe, resisting tbe 
very moderate reform contended and pe¬ 
titioned for, would most indubitably have 
been their certain and devoted fate 
these alledged violent and alarming pe¬ 
titions, like the still nlbse violent debates 
of this House, might by this time have be¬ 
come a dead letter; and the agitation of 
the public mihd have subsided, at 4east, 
fijpthis session#;* wbisreae, by rejecting 
them, and'more especially in the scornful 
manner in,]yhich 1 feel they*have been 
rejected, the public irritation bas been fur¬ 
nished with additional provocation,«nd 
the rejection has excited such an additional 
degree of dissatisfaction, as the House must 
apprehend would keep the contest and th^ 
agitation of the country alive—such an 
agitation, as the rejection of the very 
reasonable proposition before the Com¬ 
mittee, to abolish disgraceful sinecui^s, 
will not be calculated to dissipate. 1 again 
contend for tne entire and instant aboli¬ 
tion, and wilhnot consent to any substiVite 
or modification; which I repeat can oifly 
be felt by the country as* a* mockery m 
their very reasonable expectations.”—Mr. 
Aloore concluded by a^in imploring the 
Committee to be steady and laithiul in 
performing their duty to their constituents 
by insisting on removing all unnatural 
obstruction to the digoifled,honourable and 
constitutional intercourse, coeval with the 
existence of the constitution between the 
sovereign^nd the people. Heareminded 
the Committee that tbe object and end of 
albgovernmedts and associated communi- 
ties wa^the happiness of tbe governed^of 
the people at large ; that the people of 
the united empire were anxiously look-* 
ing to them as their trustees for relief 
*-a.that the throne of pvery monarchy 
should be planted in the hearts of its sub- 
Ejects, an end easily obtafhed, as the peo¬ 
ple, always ready and wHling to make 
evqry neced^y and even generous sacri¬ 
fice, epnditioned only ^at they shall not 
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be oppressed. Mr. Moore repeMed Against it ; Maj<p^ity for tnin^tefS 
call upon the Hopse to perform their dotj On the re*admiBsion of strangers, vre 
to their sprerergn—to simport their own found Mr. Martin on his fegs, declaring 
dignity and hit^grrty-^faitbfully to dis- his readidess to sufiVr his Resolution# to 
charge their delegated trust to the people be negatived witjiioua any discussion, and 
their constituents, and not silently and those ofiahe Chancellor of the £x*.he{)uee 
negligently suffer the country to be be- to be agreed to, on an understanding that 
Srayed into its destruction. His only |*it would bn open to gentlemen to ilebate 
object was to preserve the whole, eiH the latter on the Report. This proposition- ' 
tireiy in strength, in tranquillity and in was assented to on the part of the Chan- 
prosperity. cellorofthe Exchequer, upon which the 

A divisiolt then took place—^ ^ House resumed, and ih^Rt port was or- 

For Mr. Bankes’s Resolution 93; dered to be received on Tuesday next. 
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Copy of the Earl of ChathamS StaT|$- | 
MENT of his Proceedings; dated 15th 
October 180y. Presented to the King,' 
l4th February 1810.— Ordeicd, by the 
House of Convnons to be printed, lOth 
February, 1810, 

IN submitting to your Majesty a State* 
ment of my Proceedings in the execution 
of the service your IN^aJesty was graciously 
pleased to coiflide to mo, and of the 
events which occurred in the course of 
it, it is not ray intention to trouble your 
Majesty with any further details of the 
earlier paits of our operations, which, 
having terminated in the speedy Deduc¬ 
tion of Walcheren by your Majesty's 
troops, and the occupation of the adpment 
islands, and of the important post of Batz, 
received at the tinje your Majesty's most 
gracious approbation : but to confine 
myself principally m the* Nariati^e, 
which I am svixious to be permitted to 
bring under your Majesty's view, to the 
considerHiion of iheiTwo following pointg, 
*as most^mmedlately applying to the con¬ 
duct and final result of tbe*Kxpedition to 
the Scheldt:—1st. The ground upon which 
after the army was at length assembled 
near Batz, a landiygjn prosecution of the 
ulterior objects ot'the Expedition was 
not deemdd advisable*:—2dly. Why that 

army was not; sooner ahere’ assembled, 
?n readiness to commence further opera- 
liins. 

* ' With respett t(L the former proposition, 
lam inclined to Uilhk thaf it is so clear 
and* evidenti that no further operations 
could at that tim^ and in the then aieWy 
state‘of the arm/, have been underfaken 
with any^prospect of success, that it 
wopld be -unnecessarily trespassing on 
your Majesty to enter jnlo much more 
tailon this point 4ban has been aliwy 
VOL, XVX* 


brought before your Majesty, in my dis¬ 
patch of the 29 th o^ugust i and the 
chief object of this Paper will be di¬ 
rected to shew to your Majesty, that the 
second point*, namelv, why‘the army 
vfpi not brought (Ip sooner to the destina- 
tidli from’whence.its ulterior •operation^ 
were to purefy a naval 

consideration, and that the delay did in 
no shape rest with me„ or depend upon 
any arrangements in which the army 
was concerned, every facility on the 
contrary, having been afTordetl by *111615 
movements to the speedy progress of the 
firmament. 

Jn’doing this, it v/ill, I conceive, be ne¬ 
cessary for the sake of perspicuity, thaf I 
should take ly? the con:>ideration of this 
business from its commenccnifut. 

Your MajP&ty will pe luit me her® ta 
recall to your recollection ^ihc Uhfltge 
which lock place in th; eriginal proje«* 
(^rmed fm- the attack of Antwerp, ami 
of the French fleet m the West Scheldt, 
in consequence of the opinions ol the 
general and stafl oflicers to wAidm lui$ 
question was referred ; and a combined 
operation of the qrmy and navy, the whole 
with the exception of the force to be left 
for the leduction of Walcheren, to proceed 
up the W®st Scheldt, was accocijmgly de- 

miped on. 

Upon .the pfacticability of such an 
ration iSeing at once carried into elu¬ 
tion, which was however the groundwork 
) of the Expedition, and, whicli alone, irt 
I the opinion ef all persons consulted, 
sSemed to aflord any prqapect of succes^ 
even in the most sanguine view of the sub¬ 
ject in all other respects, I must confess 1 

entertainedjgrf atdoubts, till the commu* 

nicHLtion </f^a distinct official opinion, 
given on thU point by ^tho lords Of tbo 

.• i B * 
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ftdmiraUy^ decided in the attrmatlTe this 
important questicfi. 

At the same t^e it is to be remarked, 
that the occupation of Walcheren; which 
by some persons it had been thought pos* 
sible to leave behind us, and the reduc¬ 
tion of Flushing, i^hich it had once been 
proposed only to mask, ^yere deemed in¬ 
dispensable to the secuiity of the'fleet, ifl 
case of disaster ; and accordicgly a con¬ 
siderable separate force was allotted to 
this service; and, in this view, «t was 
besides distinetjy agreed upon, that a vi- 
goious attack By*the navy upon the sea 
front should be made nt the same time 
that the tj-oops, after eiiecttcg their 
landing, advanced Co invest Flushing ; it 
|)eing hoped that hy a pow'crfu! co-opera- 
tion from the sea, at the moiiient the 
troops presented themselves bifoie the 
pface, the labour and dcliy, of a regular 
siege might have ^eeu ^voided, and a 
considerable portion of the force allot’^.l 
to this service set at liberty to fnllovvllic 
army up the Scheldt. How *far this ex¬ 
pectation was fulfilled, or wliether the as¬ 
surance given that the whole of the arma- 
lUent (the part to be landed at Waklwren 
excented) should be at oner tianspertrd 
tip tne Scheldt, in prosecution of the ulti¬ 
mate objects of the Expedition, was cai ried 
into eflect, or was wholly disappointed,* 
ihft information already before your Ma¬ 
jesty will have in a great measure shewn, 
and which it will be my Kuty to bring 
more particularly under your* Majesty’s 
Tj£V,avhcn I detail the subsequent course 
^our proceedings. 

From what cause this failuij^ ensued, 
whether it arose from iiisuHicient airaiige^ 
inents on the part of the admiral, or was 
the unavoidable result of difficulties 
Inherent in the nkture of the Expedi¬ 
tion itself, it is not for me, considering 
it entirely as a naval question, to pre¬ 
sume* tb offiir any opinion upon to your 
Majesty. 

It tna]^ however, be here proper to 
remark, that, in all the projects wbj&h 
hat:* ut various times been brought fq^- 
ward on Ihe subject of an attack upon the 
island of Walcheren and the Scheldt, the 
Necessity of having a wiqd a good deal 
tn ttie Westwar^, with mo'derate weathar/ 
has always beeh insisted on. Without 
these'advantager, in the one case, the«| 
passage wbulf] be difficulty in the other, 
the inirf would fh’eveiit a 
Mints deemed moat favourable in oftier 
rapects. lit thu^ present iztotance* owing 

It. 
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to the. wind blowing strong from tfto 
westward, the suif was actually such as 
to prevent a landing on either of Ibe 
points first fixed on for that purpose* by 
the admiral; and the situation of the gun¬ 
boats frfd transports at anchor in the Stone 
Deep becoming very critical, and the gale 
increasing, he found it necessary to carry 
such part of the fleet as was arrived for 
safety ifito the Roompot, and by which 
means the division of the *hrmy cTestined 
for the attack of Walcheien was enabled 
to affect its landing from a more sheltered 
anchoroge on the Brce iSand to the west¬ 
ward of Fort den Hank. At this time, 
the division under lieutenant general lord 
Roslyn, as well as that uiiifer lieutenant 
general Gro« venor, abo the cavalry, artil- 
lerv, &c. weie nut arrived : but they were 
afu.w-rdfc, on theu making the island, 
oukiiw by ihc admiral ftiio the Veer Gat, 
It IS, luAv* vei, particularly deserving of 
alti ibat this measure, though in it¬ 

self ou Oi ^reat advantage, as far as it 
appbti’ 'o the division destined for tho 
attack of Walcheien, by placing the 
storeships, ana small craft in 
‘cc '’■i*' .' ''S if earned further, certainly 
no* a 1 (.’t \a'i‘tiLe with the leading 
purpo^eot (lie Fxpedition, namely the run¬ 
ning with the light wing, and the advance 
of th^ aimy at oiue up the West Scheldt, 
at the same inome*/ that the attack upon 
M^alchcren w »s proceeding: but that 
even this,need have delayed it for more 
than three or fout daytf, unless on account 
of naval diflicultie|, which it w^l be for 
tlfe admiraf, not for me, to explain, 1 
deny ; for as soon as Ter Wiere and the 
fort of Rammakiiis jell, which happened 
on the $d of August, the pasilfl^ of the# 
Sloe was opep to the transports and guiu 
vjesscis ; or they might have entered by 
theDgrIoo or by the Zoutland passages,the 
batteries ofDyskooK, of Vygeeter, and the 
Nolle,havingbeenaUcffried by the army 
early on l^e 1st of August; and on the 
same day the battery of Borslen at the 
south* west end* of boutk Beveland was 
aoandoned on the movement of a detach^ 
ment fiom the corns under sir John Ho p^^ 
and 1 know o^notntng^butfhis, of course, 
is a point for the admiral to speak tq) to 
have prevented* the line-of-rattle ships 
ahd frigates froni cbmiqg in and passing 
up above FlOshing in the first instance, 
according to the plan originalV decided 

^oon. . r* 

^ Before, however, I pursaO further the 
deHili of the pro^etidin^ the armyf 
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ij^vernefl as they necessarily were (until the Wealing Pamage im t^ | 

a footing should be gained on the con- had intended they shouM| itwwdeterijam^ 
tinfcnt) by themoTementaofthc navy, I to withdraw them; but* from tb^ hoSte- 
mutt tor a moment refer to two* separate rou-s state of theyweaihep/itwas somi? 
operations ; the mieeinj^r lieutenant ge- before this could be e^ci^. As soon u 
general lord Ilunllcy and coi^nodore it was accomplished, they were pasS <4 
Owen, and the .other under lieutenant over South Beveland. 
general sir John Hope and reft: admiral With respect to sir J. Hope's operation 
sir Richard Keats; but both directed to ^t was‘more [A^osperousv The object pf 
assist and ensure a' rapid progress np the it was this:—In the original arrangement 
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the Cadsand batteries, agd particularly admiral received intelligence that the 
that of Brc.skens, it been carried at French fleet was come down .abreast ct 
once into etiect, and that the admiral Flushing, and seemed to threaten to op- 
could lijve availed himself of it, to take pose our parage iip|he Scheldt* 
the ships up the West Schcfilt by the In this view, it was conceived'that, by a 
Wheeling Passage, it would haVe been of landing on the.nortrtye of South Bevj^ 
tho utmui^t advantage ; but it was cer- and, the island might be possessed, ^nd 
tainly rather hg lunaie it did not take all tbe batteries t&ken in * reverse, and 
place at a later period, as after all the thereby the position of the Frenclv fleet* 
transports, storeships, &c. were ordered i/tliey venturra'to rematn near Flushing* 
into tbe Vecre Gat, and the plan of ruiv ^ouUI be,' as it w^e, turned, aftd their re- 
ning at once up the West Scheldt by the treat rendered move difficulf, while tbja 
Weeling Channel seemed abandoned, the attack on them by our ships would bewA 
object of dcstrt^iiig the Cadsand batteries been much facilitated ; and for thi» ob> 
ceased, and a landing thero would only ject, the division of sir J. Hope rather 
have been an unnecessary risk, and a very preceded, in sailing from the Downs, tbu 
inconvenient separation of our force, and rest of the fleet. • ^ 

of course occasioned great delay in col- The navigation of the East Scheldt wita 
lecting it for ulterior operations. lA must found most difficult; but by the skill 9 nc| 
not however be forgotten, that the diffi- perseverance of sir R. Keats, this purpose 
cutties here turned out to be much greater was happily and early aiTicompli^Red* 
than had been at nit foreseen belbre we though the ^uups were carried a great 
sailed. In the %$t place, tht beach was way in stjiuvts and boats; and this divlr 
so exposed, that in blowing weather it sion was landed near Ter-goes, ^uin 
was found impossible* to laud, and, fi;pm whence they swept/all the batt?riA*ia 
what cause d»know not, the marquis of he istaud that could uiipede tbe 
lluntly's division could not be taken up, jrcs&of nur ships up the West Scheldt, 
in the Aiat instance;*high, enougb'to aj- and possessed themselves On the ^d of 
* tack ilife Breskeus battery, the only one, August of the important post of 
from its situation, of muu 8 importance, which it had been promised «the army 
la addition to this, the enemy, wo* had should at once have been brought up, 
been represented by»all the intcltigence SirJ^ Hope remained in possession of 
communicated fc^.me to be very weak, his post, though not without being^twjce 
almost actually without troops in that attacked by the enemy’s ilulilta, for niot 
quarter, Appeared, tb be wefl prepared, days be 6 )ro any of the gun-boatsundtf 
apd in considerable forte. UndeF these ooptain sir IL Fopham were moved^up tlm - 
circumstances, according to lord Huntley's Scheldt to his support. 7 

report, coinm^ore Owen appears to have * But it will be recollected thst bdthtueao 
■ oxp*erieiiced‘gre^ disappointment in^uot operations tended directly to forward tbd^ 
having the auppdl-t of Ibrd Gaidner's original purpose of a rapid progress up tho 
flee*t and of 4)is bouts; but Ill's lo^d^hip, as Scheldt; the (brmer by opening the Caa» 

I could never Liirer the Weelitig nd channel, could tha? 1 of 

Channefat all; nor indeeil was 1 ever ac-,j Huntley’s division'hav^ been eflecU^.t 
qMaiiited^ith what inalructiaiis were 
giaen to hh^ on this he^d. 

• WhHi was* found that lord Huntleys 

divUioa could neither nor procehdfby 


he secopd, by covering tbe progm^ 

>ur fleet aloi^g the coast df 
ami; ■wRffe this division ,^^11 
Tope-wps the same 
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towards the destination at which the rest 
ef the armament i^as to be assembled. 

It will now only be necessary for me 
to bring before ^onr Majesty the dates 
at which the several ''parts of the' arma¬ 
ment were ^nabled^ according to the ar¬ 
rangement, of sir Richard Strachan; to 
parsue their progress up the Scheldt. In 
this pface, howefer, it may he proper thaU 
I shoidd previously advert to tbe^grounds 
on whicti the ^d division 'umler lieutenant 
general Grosvenor, as well as tint, two 
figlit battalions of the King’s German Le- 
gion^ (coi^iposin^ part of the foice des¬ 
tined ill thu first instance to proceed against 
Antwerp) were landed at Walchef,en and 
employed before Fluj/iing.‘ 

Your Majesty will be pleased to recol¬ 
lect, that the tro^lps which sailed from 
Poct^^innulh, under lieutenant general 
sir Eyre Coote, were destined for the ser¬ 
vice rfi* Wr.lcheren, jndjud'bccn consi¬ 
dered ns sujlicieilt for that object, occorSi 
rng to the ^nclligciicetreceived) and the 
tuppused siiength of the enem)«»S though, 
at<he same time, certainly relying, for 
the first etlbiU agoinst Flushing, on the 
promised co-operation of tho navy, and 
on their establishing, as was held out, in 
tl^e fiiGt instance, u naval blockade, except 
on the side of Veer and, RammAkins. ■ 
Unfuitunately, however, this (li<l not take 


of our proceeding tQ» our nlteridr deitl- 

nation. ii> 

I have^already stated that Rammak^ips 
surrendered on the ci^ening of the 3d of 
August. r , 

InirndBiatefy upom this event, feeling, 
as 1 did, great uneasiness at the delay 
'which ha^ already taken place, and at 
the departure from the originnl plan, 1 
wrote a fetter to the admiral, then at Ter 
Veer, expressing my hdpc, that the 
ships would now be able to enter the 
West Scheldt by the Sloe Passage, and that 
no time should be lost in pressing forward 
as speedily as possib^ our further opera¬ 
tions ; and 1 requested, at the same time, 
that he i^ould communicate to me the 
exfi nt of naval co-operation he could af¬ 
ford, as well lot the future blockade of 
Flushing, as with a view to protecting the 
coasts of South Bt vetandy and w atching 
the passages from the Meuse to the East 
Scheklt, as this consideration would 
^)vern very much the extent of force I 
must be to leave in South Bcveland, 
when the army advanced. To this letter 
he did not reply fuliv All the 8tli of 
August ; but I had a note from him on 
the 5ih, a'^suring me the transports 
should be brougiit forward without de¬ 
lay ; and I had also a very long conver- 
sation«with him on the morning of the 6th, 


place, and for several nights after the 
army was before Flushing, the enemy 
succeeded in throwing from«*he opposite' 
coast, probably from the Canal ^‘f Ghent, 
coh^crable reinforcements into the 
piffie, which,enabled him constantly to 
affiioy our out-jfosts and v^orkinoTparties, 
and finally to attempt a sally in force,* 
though, happily from the valour of your 
Miyesty’s troops without success. This 
proving fery harrassing, particularly 
Irom the great difficulty of communication 
between the several parts of our line: . 
1 determined, in order to relieve the 
troopsand press Ibrward tlte siege with as 
much vigour as possible, to avaiil myself 
for the time of the services of these corpse 
but it is to be remembered, that tj^is was 
ont;^ddihe because 1 saw no movement 
piaking to |>ush forward a single vessel 
up the West Scheldt; and it therefore 
aoomed more advi'^able to have their as^ 
ai^tanc^ before Blushing, than that they- 
fthould Ue inactivf in the Veer Gat; an<^ - 
might at any. time be rerembarked 


on the arrangements to be taken for our 
further operations, when I urged in the 
strongest fanner, the necessity of not 
losing' a moment in fringing up the ca¬ 
valry and ordnance ships, -ttj^nsports, 
.stoi£ ships, victuallers, &c. &c. in order 
that the armament might proceed with¬ 
out delay to itsdestiiialion ; and 1 added 
m,y hopes, that tifey wouIreceive , 
the protection of the stiips of war, none 
uf vvhicli haS yet entered the West 
Schel^it. 

To all of thisnnd tnthe several arrange¬ 
ments explained to liii^,<ti detail, he fully 
assented. ^ 

In his reply to my letter of tfie 4th on 
the tith of August, he acepjaints me that 
several of the smaller vessels of difieregit* 
descriptions had passed through the^in-^ 
tric^vte passage of the b|pe, and that he had. 
ordeix^d' the frigates to pass up the ^^est 
Scheldt, to be followed by the^fine-of-bat- 
tle<ships; and he gav^ hope^ that he 
^houtcl be able to go up the nver with 
the flotilla on the lOth of AuguiSt at fur¬ 
thest, and that the jrigates andtilne-ofTUnt- 
tl^ships should follow as they chme in< in 
suc^ssibn.. 
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* The 'frigates hoirever did not pass auiringtheadmiraltoputtbearmyonihore. 
Flushing till tl^ evening of the 11th, and That a landing lyiight^ have been'made, 
tb^line-of-batt1eships only passed to the and that any force that would have been 
anAiorage above'Flushing on the 14tb, opposed to us in the'held would have 
the second day of the bcsnbardment. yielded to the superior valour of British 
These %hips began to proceelk up the troops, 1 have no doubt; but then any 
river on the mth,atul arrived on the l£lth ;, such success-could have been of no avail 
one division as high as the f ay below*| towards the attainment of the ultimate 
WaerderijtheotherofFihellanswcnt,where tobject/an'd there was stifl less chance that 
they remained ; the Coura^eAx pas>ed the encit^ would have given us the op* 
above'Bata; fhe cavalry ships only got portunity. Secure in his fortresses, ho 
through the Slate Passage into the West had surer game to play, for if ever the 
Scheldt from the 20th to the 23d, and ar- army, divided as it must necessarily have ^ 
rivt'd oO' Batz on the 22d and 2tth ; the been in order to occupy *both banks of the 
ordnance sliips aneb store ships passed river, exposed to the effects of inunda^ 
through from the 22tl to the 23d, and ar- tion on^every side, and with all its comina«r 
rived at I belt destination off )patz on the nications iTable to cut off, while the 
24th and 25th ; the transports for lirflte- force of the enemy^as daily and hourly 
nant general Grosvenor's dit^sion only increasing, had once sut down before Atit* 
came up to receive them on the IDth, on werp, it is unnecessary for me to point 
which day they embarked ; and those for outto your Majesty how driiical must jn 
major general Grahairrs division on the a short time Jjpve Jbeen their situation. 
20th and 21st; aitd they arrived ofl'Batz ^nt when, adued to this, sigkness to an 
on the 24ih. The corps of bri^radibr farming extent* had begun to spread' 
general Ruttenburgh, and the light bat- itself among the Woops, and the certain 
talions of the German Legion proceeded and fatal progress of which, at that seaSon 
to join the eaTl of Rosslyn’s division in was but too well ascertained, it appeared 
South Bevelaiid. to mo, that all further advance could only 

From this statement, your Majesty will tend to commit irretrievably the sofe^ of, 
see, that, notwithstanding every edbrton the army which your Majesty had cflnffdfd 
my part witli the admiral, the armament to nfe, and .which every principle of 
was not assembled at the point of iti desti- military duty as well as the direct tenor 
nation till tlie 25th, and of couise that the of iny instructions alike forbad. J 
means commencing operations sooner In this state of things, I considered that 
agamst Antwerp were nevei ii^my power, there was left me no alternative, but to 
It now becaine*at this advaiU'ed*period pursue the course 1 have already stated, 
mydutt^'to consider^ very seriously the for your Majesty ^s information, 
ex'pediency of landing the' army onathe patch of the 2yth of August ; aiidmat 
continent. comparing all the intel- condu^l pow must huf&bly, but a£^e 
ligence obtained as t^) the strength of the same time with perfect confidence,submit 
eiiemy.^ appeared fo be.such astolea«e to your Majesty's judgment. 

(as staaed in my dispute^of the 29tli of I shall here close this report; wkich 
August) no reasonable prospect of (he has 1 fear, already detained yoiir Majesty- 
force under rty command, after ^ifccoin- but too long; by observing that'wherever 
plishing the prdimttiary operations of re- it has been necessary for me to advert to 
ducing fort Lilltf jLS^Hvell as Lief kenshueck the disappointments experienced, tlirough 
on the of^posite side^ of Antiv’rp. without the arrangements of the admiral, in the 
the possession of wl'uch the destruction of naval cd-operation I had befti taught to 
the ships and arsenals of the enem^coulcl fexpect, I hajve confined myself to stating 
*]|ot be effected; and in addition to this, J^liefagts; abstaining, as it becgpt^me, 
th^ sickness which had begun to attack from all comment, and leaving it to the 
.thearmy ablaut 4i|'2Utb, and which was admiral, in such. Report as he may make 
hopriy increaiing to an farming extent, of his proceedings, to bring under your 
created most serious apprehensions in^ JVIajesty’s view the crrcumsiances which 
the niinds of the) medical men, as, td its may have occasioned tbtoi, and, above all, 
further wogress, at'that unht-althy seasoof to account for the difficulties which pro* 
and uhifh fatal experience has since vented the investment ^f Flushing (a; 
shewn to have been but too well fuunt^d.' point neji^jr •even doubt<;d of before) as* 
Your Majesty will not be surprised/if, tfbll as to shew the obstacles which pre* 
enderthese circuln8t«gice8, IpaustFd'M( re«^ sented themselves to the eerl/prhgressef 
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Ibe armiMnent up tbtt Weil; ^li^dt,which bo^ that 1 should b^pernuttet^,, dftec. 
operatiojil had always lo(dped upon ai the iKniniag the subject ct thay^apert to snbt 
priinaryobjectofbisinstrttctions,andoatbe oiit to weir lordships^ const^ration suCJt 
accomplishment 6f which our best hopes observations as might arise from it; (uAl,J[ 
of success in any of, the ulterior objects of have now to r^tfest^.bat you will convey 
the Expcilition principally! if not wholly to their Jbrdships my thanks for the tracts- 
depended. Chatham! • mission of the paper, and at the same time 

Lieutenant General. Elicit theif^attention to the observations 


V. ^ ‘ 

Papeu belating to Rear Admiral Sir 
Richard J. Strachan, Baron^.— 
OrJered, by the House iif Commons, io be 
printed, 7tk Ma^h lUIO. 

No. I.—Copy of a Letter from Rear Ad 
miralStr R. J. Stfachan. to J. V/. Cro- 
ker, esq. on lordi' Chatham’s having 
produced a Pi'ivk\. Note of the Rear 
Admiral's TespeCling provisions, &c. 
London, 28ih February ISlO. 

Sir 1 understand; that JoVd Chatham 
last night produced a private note of minOa 
under date*|be 27th o£ August', on thh 
subject of provisions and other matlersrto 
the* House of Commons.—The allusion to 
provftiions in that note was in consequence 
of an error in the statement which was 
given to me, from the principal agent of 
trsndports, respecting the provisions of the 
army, but it was iinmodiatejy corrt^ted, 
and I think [1 am not certain,] subse¬ 
quently reported to their lordships,—1 
mention this'tbat their lordships may be 
convinced of my anxiety to prevent any 
improper impression in regard tOftho sup- 
pl y jtf jl.rovisions for the army.-*The ob¬ 
servations which 1 made in that note, to 
mAtlhe feelingsW his io^dship,yon the 
Tiew he had taken of the difhculties which 
presented themselves on his expectation 
of success, appear to me unimportant; 
the thing \9as decided upon; it was nut a 
moment to analyse tlie principles of that 
decision, and my public letters, and exa- 
minatidn at the bar of the House of 
Commons,, will, 1 trust, have explained 
my sentiments and decision upon this 
subject. 1 have, &c. R. J- ^tracuax. • 

No. Rt-<!!opy of a Letter from Rear ^dmw 
ral Sir R. J. Strachan to J. W. Cro- 
* ker,' esq. respecting the Statement of 
the Earl of Chatham. . London, 5th 
March 1810. • 

Sir; When 1 solicited my lords com-, 
missiopers of the admiralty to procure i'or 
•me an authentic ^eppy of the B^tement of 
lord Chatham upon the late Expedition IP 
Scheldt, i mada that re^ueit jir the 


^upon it which 1 have now the honour to 
enclose.-AF/eling perfectly conscious that 
every exertion had been made by‘‘iae io 
forwarding the objects of ghe i^peditkm, 
and that no blame could be justly ina- 
puted to myself or the nary, I could 
possibly suspect thatjord Chatham to tUe 
irregularity uf presenting immediately (q 
his Majesty such a paper as that which 1 
lutV received, had added the impropriety 
(to u.sc no stronger term) of endeavouring 
to exculpate himself by private insinua* 
tions against the condut^- of others-— 
Every oflicer has a just right, and where 
he really believes failure to have arisen 
from the misconduct or negligence of 
those with whom he has been associated 
in a joint command, is in duty houud, in 
many cases, to state his opMion otlicially 
to the government.—It is then for his Ma¬ 
jesty to judge of the propriety and neces¬ 
sity of instituting any inquiry upon the 
subject; but to assume the privilege of 
convOyiug private insinuations to the pi'e« 
judice of others, from whose knowMgo 
they are studiously concealed, must prove 
utterly destructive of all mutual confidence 
in joins operations of the army and navy. 
—^Their lordships will now be*^Bble to 
judge whether there is any foundation for 
the imputations, that the delaiyu originated 
with myself, or with any others in the 
n^wal service, or wh^Ker during<ll7y com¬ 
mand on the late Expedition, uiSy pro- 
cee.iing on my part, has in any respect 
justified, the line of conduct which lord 
Chatham has thoughNiC to adopt towards 
me,—Upon this subjtx;^ 4 <lhat I may not 
interrupt observations upon his lord- 
sliip’s Statement, I will now adveVtto my 
letter <|f the 27thbf August.—Titat letter 
wa<i an oilicial one; I have already ex-* 
pressed my regret that it was so in^- 
vortently worded, as to «xcitb any suspi< ^ 
cion of my ioipuiing^lame to the copi- 
tnahder in chief of the army, on*t^e ground 
of <liis then dcL^rmintng.io abandon any 
furattempt in the Seneldt^—Jwasnot 
aware that any expressions whicK { might 
ha^c considered thyself Jusii^tl'in U8\jig 
toKthe purpose of conveying my seuti- 
menki W their lordslfipi! 'W9«ld Jiiave b^ 
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flreta tS thft tvorldjt tT they ^onld hirt efkldDt thftt no further opetai^lu could 
been thought Jnjurioag to the ch4ract^ of at that time be undvtalten ivith any 
ttih commander in chief of the ^rcea.—In prospect of success/* were such as I was 
fn^ letter to lord Chatham of the tidth of not competent to appreciate, and there- 
August (enclosure 29. Admiralty fore did not presume to discuss, 
papers No. 3.) 1 offered the fiAlest co- Not being aware from my own obserra* 
operation of the nary in ttn 3 ^unher at- tiorfe that further success was unattainable* 
tempt in the Scheldt, and ^erefore 1.1 ventured to ^ offer the .fullest assistance 
thou^t bnyaelf bound to sta^e in my and co-operation of the« naval armament 
cial letter, that 1 had made suctfoffer, and under iny«cummand in any ulterior mea- 
1 was'of opinfon, as I have since explained sures which might be deemt^ advisable* 
in my evidence^ that it would have been andd trust that in makingtbis of&r Ishall 
advisable to have attacked forts Lillo and not be thought to have been guided by m 
I^efkenshoeik.—It appeared to me that too forward and indiscreet zeal, rather than 
this offered a cbancc^of opening some fur- by a-due sense of my professional duty, 
ther held of enterprizc for the nary, or Upoa thf^ second point, namel}', ''Why. 
at all event# of ascertaining Whether the the army was tiotesdoner assembled at 
destruction of the cnemy*s fleet, or of any Batbz to commenco^rther operations,’* i 
considerable part of it, was indeed practi- feel confident that I shdil have no difficult 
cable; but in expressing my wish, I ty in'proving, in.direct contradiction to 
meant to represent it to be more of a mi- the aasertion^in lord Chatham’s Statement* 
litary than a naval question, and I never that the delaw ilid in no shape rest with 
presumed to set ray opinion upon that ffpe, or depend upon any arrangements in 
subject against the professions^! opinion which the navy was exclusively concerned, 
of the army, still less to impute any mis- but that'ffn the ffbntrary every facility 
conductor blame as attaching to their de- was afforded by the navy towards aceSte* 
termination, tnat such an attack was not rating the movement *of the army* and 
advisable.—^When all these circumstances, every exertion used by all those under my 
their publicity, and my readiness at all command in the various and complicate^ 
tiroes to do justice in this respect to the services entrusted to them. * * 

army, are considered; 1 cannot think that I h*ave in vain endeavoured to ascertaii) 
a misinterpretation of the general Ixpres- the foundation upon which the assertion 
sion ill a public official letter could even rests, that it " was (listinct]y.agreed upon 
palliate, much less justify,, the secret at- that a vigorous attack by the navy upon 
tack which has been made ujjon my cha- the sea fronr should be made at the same, 
racter and conduct.—With these general time thaa the troops afler effecting their 
observations 1 submif; to their' lordships landing advanced to invest Flum|(^ it 
that it is much more easy' to*answer dfrect being hoped that by a powerful co-ogjp- 
charges thaffindirect* insinuations, and I tion frb\f the sea at the moment the troops 
trust they will ther^orc excuse niy tron- presented themselves before the place, the 
bling at greater length than 1 should labour anti delay of a regular siege might 
otherwise have thought ne^ssary. lhavc, have been avoided.” 1* cam^t-findwny 
&c. H. J. Strachan, instructions^ orders, letters or communica-' 


N.ra.- Sir ic-j.®™. ;iri:^rrxux.l;Eru.''s^ 

^ J k“ , onn not racrely in asserting that no such agree- 

«edtags dated-15th ^tober 1809, but Lt froffi the nLre . 

presented to the Kmg Uth Fi^ruary j j impossible 

_ 18lO._U.ndon. 5th March 1810. agreement could ttfTftibeea 

JJpon the first point to which lord Chat made, 
ham in hi# Nanr^ive ha^ called his Ma- It certainly was in contemplation, if 
jenty’s attention, namely, " the‘ ground the enemy’s,fleet had remained in the 
epon whffffi after the army was at length«power part of the river, jnore particularly 
assejnb^ed near |Bathz a landing in 4 >rbse- in the vicinity of Flusliffig, to have jpusliM 
cation' ci the ulterior objects of the £x* a fleet of line-of-battle ships in the Scheldt 
pedition^was not deemed advisable,” it to attack them,, and a squadron for thsrC 
wuuld bV improper for me to make fny purpose ;)iudng other ot:yect8 was 
observation! because the reasons ,wmh uftder the orders of lord GardnwJ ' 
are -said to Httve r^dered it ctedr and,! that anaadrojj I intended to baVe^roceeff^ 
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ed U> .^* ft^tftdcofUhe'’ea«fti^ fleetif it e^dr^ 4boaght.it my juty .to stsdd . 
had not retr^atod^ the the letter of the 8th of Augus^nAy readin<i| 

arms^paont arrived on tb6 eoaift of Zealand, .to " act under a*prevK>us concert ibr tfy 
It waa also iif my contemplation by operation with the army in sui^h a plarf’of 

S edni of that sqnadron to co-operate with attack as might apcakspte the siurecder of 
e army ip any^ attack upon Flushing Flusbingi’' . " .' ^ ^ 

wherein the assistance of the-navy ^ould But . such a proitosah in point of lac^ 
be thought desirable. This is proved by Vas not mSye to me; from whence Imasi 
my orders to lord^Gardnef bf the 10th and j^mclude« tl^t it was not thought to olfbr 
SOlhOfJuly; but it is so far frpm being any ratiuRal^rospect,of adequate advan- 
true that this view of mine was the result tage. A concerted and combined attack, 
of any agreement preconcerted with^lord it should seem, was thougl^t hopeless until 
Chatham, as the Statement seems to im- the land batteries should be in a condition 


ply, that the first ^qntaneous ofier of such 
co-operation on my part was passed by 
without any immediate notice hjs lord- 

* ship. This oiler Was/^ontainetfin my let¬ 
ter of the 8th of Au||pst, to which I shall 
shortly have oedasbn to allude. 

Fpr particulars of (he co-operation and 
assistance actoally afforded by the navy 

* in the\;ommeiiccmeQ|of oiy* operations, I 
may refer to th6 last pkr:&raph of lortb 
Chatham’s ^patch of the 2d August. 

In answer to the impsitation oF miscon¬ 
duct thrown upon me' for not haying 
realuSed the. hope's* that by a powerful 
co-operation from the sea at the moment 
the troops presented themselves before the 
pigee, *the labour and delay of a regular 
siege might have been avoided/’ it i^per- 
haps sufficient to state, that such a hope 
must appear very chimerical except upon 
one‘or two suppositions. If the command¬ 
er in chief, from -a conviction that the 
works of Flushing on the land side were 
et thec tflo weak or too extensive, or man- 
nefoy a garrison too inadequate to resist 
aAQicn and genbralassaulf, bad ^oposed 
a simultaneous attack from the line-of-bat-. 
tie ships, our'fire might certainly have I 
contributed to the success of such a pro- , 
jeet; but enterprise so desperate as | 
this, under the well-ascertained circum-| 
stances of the fortress and garrison, can | 
never have been for a moment in contem-' 
plation. 

. If for tbo purpose of sparing to his i 
army the labour and delay of a rep;ula» 
siegq. the commander in cluef had gishe'd^ 
to make^is attack on the sea front, to em-^ 
l^rk the assailing army in the boats of 
the fieet, and land them under the prO' 
tectipn of bur ships of the liqh, I need only, I 
say that I was |3^rfectty ready to shpre 
thebazards of such, an attack, and that the 
ships w.pre prepared for the service; It 
4ccwl^ for me to suggest s^h a 
•iur^'’whTch^'course must originate wbfh 
commander in.chief, towhoqabow-^ 


to act; but that a ** vigorous attack by 
the navy upon the«sea front, an attack 
undertaken at the moment the troops pre¬ 
sented tbynselves before the place,” 
wodld have alFurded reasonable glands 
of hope ; Slthougli it is evident that in 
this case the enemy, alter simply shutting 
their gates against the armyi whose inus- 
quetry unassisted by great guns could 
have done little mischief to the garrison, 
would have directed their whole fire 
against us^ and having crippled a part of 
our fleet, would have been still able to 
impose upon our troops t^c labour and 
delay of a regular siege. 

I will next advert to the charges or in¬ 
sinuations, in relation to my conduct, in 
having failed in performance of an assu¬ 
rance Oliat the whole of the armament 
should be at once transported up the 
Scheldt,” in having adopted a measure 
which though of great advantage as ap¬ 
plied U the division iii^nded for the. at¬ 
tack of Walcheren, was not a litikj at vari¬ 
ance with theleadit^ purpose of the Ex-v 
peditioh, namely the runnsi^ with the 
right wing, and the advance of the^arjoy 
at/mce up the Spheldtl* ^ 

Tiiese observations are accompanied 
with a denial that even this change in the 
destination of part of tb^ fleet from the 
West to* the East Scheldt, ** would have 
delayed the advance mqae than three or 
four days ;”^a remark Vn-which I entirely 
concur with lord Chatham, thbugh on 
ground^ very different fromfhose assumed, 
in tl^e Statement. - 

Upon this part of the case I must recur 
shortly to the original •discUsstona, dnd , 
plans, relating tb the Expedition, wd t^ 
(jcircumstances'under which wa arrived'at 
Walchbren. . • 

, ,lt had^een at one tloi^proposed bbfora 
we quitted Lomlonto land the wHblea^my 
in Thplen.and^uth BeTelftnd,^tte'piWftU 
ing fewer difficulties than the navigaitoft 
of thc Stheldt, whijh undor t)\9 mwt ft* 
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iiry to »i]rf|r lo my uMrqiciiooftvio i/g tu^ 
wUra Im ms IkogM 

in traiifomtiiig ^ tnrn^ tO) 

oiSnoloa. ^ 

ABotheu^]ptoal^ft4 onm pr^do^ of dit- 
•mborkiog lo the iSotigfan moioluog ocrom 
SoiiMk Bivolaikk «mb^Dg again at 
and l^ing at S|ptvliet.> 

TIus plan adpearod to be appfQTcd by 
many goodjuara of military openatimuc 
fyt one proof of whic^ I may refer to tht^ 
Minuter of JBriden^e. 

The third plj^n vrbicb was suggested as 
prefefsfble lo either of the form#, provid¬ 
ed we met with no obstacles was to pro¬ 
ceed directly up the West Scheldt, and 
this was ultimately adopted, because by 
keepmg/'tbe troops in the transports it 
promised to preserve them m a more effi¬ 
cient state until their immediate service 
should be called for. To this arrangement 
the command of the Wielmg passage was 
thought to be necessary, for Which reason 
a respectable force was destined to ec* 
copy Cadsand. 

I^eaking of the failure of the attock on 
Caawnd,lord Chatham says, “ in>the first 
place the beach was so exposed in 
blowing weather it was found impoMibfe 
lo Itndk'* Secondly, From what cavse 
1 Imow not, the marquis of Huntlev’s di¬ 
vision could not be taken up in ^ba ^ in¬ 
stance high enough to attack the Breskips 
battery# ipe only one jirom it| situaucn of 
much importance^/' lastly, *'CommodA'o 
Owen appeid/to have experienced great 
dUappobitment m not having the appport 
Ipf lord SSMner^n fleet and his bf^.^ * 

1 trust that 1 shall be ahtgio^apswerin 
a very few wOids the preceding insinua¬ 
tions.^ I confeSsThat I was aware/f the 
importance of Cadsadd before we aaiHed 
from England; RpdrChatbani fromliefog 
ampresse^with the sam^ idea'wat indoceo 
to send ^er an engineer (capt. Paisley) 
to refiort on the practicafiility of efllcting 
hjanding on toe beach- An sama en- 

R m his evidance and speidadg of 

ae to lAtieb^lp^ Cbmham alludmk 
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part of thp beach between Sfoys and tna 
GhentjCanalon which herald pm na^ 
attempted to dfiect a landing if aw Bko* 
position or request bad been made t^ioril 
Dhmtley to that effect. « • 

I only require on this point that a dlw 
passlonatqattftitipa'shoplql^e paid to 
orders; thafe>my later of the fmb July io 
lord Gardner, coupled wit|^ that^aMhi 
Idth, shquld bejread with aitlention; au 
that a rqferehce should m made td^a 
Evidence of commodore Oveq and the 
marquis of i^ontley, which ^ ^^<nik vril{ 
unequWocally prove, that no agplfoarifb 
was ^ver made fo me for a premortiod of 
boats beyond what wis oarriedT by com* 
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es^i^lsaFof wmng (ihe mljr mw 
of p^eo4ipg) tofiuly inaprgpticBlde; 
«pc][i ];o oar prQgms wero only 

< 0 D« ^vorcpom by-groat esortiono anfl 
p^neTomnWf b/a (XWiKUrahle bpt 1104 
ai I ap imnecoy^aiy eapepditpre of 
UboP^ and time. 

' I tin only aay, tliat I ipade grary ar- 
ruigement by apppinting m moit active 
mem to every separate part of eaeJ; 
•errice, and that 1 every reason to ba 
sailed wit)| tbeir zoal« aciivity and aa- 
oiaioD* 

Baaing aniicjpajted many of tbese dtf- 
fieolties. t attaip^ted in a cionvenation 
wift lord Cbatbant en dm lift of 
to imDress them on hit lordshin^a nutad. 


oiyeo^jaftba 




dimcaUieii badip eiicod||tarn<wn 

tQward*atatoof dm veadmr, front'WA 

ifltficacy of ^ eb<Pmel in'paMiitt ^ 
vemlf tbrouj^m fitongl^as^aQ fboAm 
di^ndtmit by the pilots^erho 
foi^ to taJ^ oharift of theseoresidtr ay 
even to cam the ijAn offcaitte ab^ jpi^ 
thclfestftjfteWt‘ ^ 

The stftmirisianaialosl'fidtnpOB fbia 


The smmgimeemioCl'hd^ {(4 
subjject tifdocod mo to deviate mai thn 

“a atiraya aiioiitod ' 


Otway 


uneof pofpcM mra aleraya adopted ite 
refadon tp nilihO'y mafeCeci^ of not Jbtem 
posing any *opuii^^ and I tantoied 
^pofOlo bislorUap;to cowneipM 
diaemna rite tion by tending ^0 eavam 
tpunediately on wiqth fio^mid m 
marching them to BaJtbafWhich'ih^ht hk 
followed^ (d the snfiintyy not ocenmted 

intfhomeeeotFliulttngi stating 

delay and diflScelty woold arse 
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the I that ip addition to the frigmsi 
which were already onder orders te ptb^ 
ceod ipta the West &held^ Idraa^ 

able te a day or teto tp gpta somfienl »w 

tioaof s^pa and oxtin^tilla* conwtdni 
of the tteVMimitei; orderly to ha armil 
andthe InamteaeCtbe daetto be 
Wi^ d|Uni|Mu)es, hr ^areaaa tge 

« tV filongb tpAnd up towo-offi^ 
I oftev nt 9adtep and such a 
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*iririkft0r4i%allknifbdy punae J|hf^tini of'Vondsdl: 

iHttoK tad cktetit af * ta I ndut ccmganial ta hW kud^p’s irubB*; 

dlf'getflog into West Scbaldr wHich 1 tad conieqUendy best adat&d:to.prom(KB 
rfbkcHbed, U obPrious'ftatn bi^ Vtter of a cordial T»<iapmtion, promitad ev6r^ 
fte 7th of Auffatt;iafittcn after the inter- excnioa in caxr^iiinf bis intentions into 
▼lew in wliidi 1 had explained them pxecutipn. 

md rentumi h propose the- remcdp of Accordinaly* on my return from lord 
landing the cavalry, Ac. in South' Beve- |*Chathann,^ continued my arrangements 
land.* \ * ' * * acceler^ng the vvious complicated 

To this letter T beg to call the ^lost par- objects tahi/h arete to be attended to. 
ticubr nttentiony as it IsveVy^difficuktto The first part of the'fiotiUa whiefa got 
reconcile the statement in that letter with through the Slough were^applied to the 
the insinuations which <it* is my pSinful cutting off the communication between 
duty to answer^ It is no less iHfiicuUto Cadsaud and Fj^ushing, because his lord- 
reconcile the admission, that " the active ship hadrbgretted (tJ[iough without urging 
enterpnze of the enemy and the rein- it os a subject of complaint) that supplies 
forceincnt thrown into Flushing Rendered -had been w thrown irv^o Flushing, 
it necessary to landf^general Grosvenor's IrWbet, umil after the 7th of Augusc, the 
division” with t^e'assortion in the state- weather coutih'ied su bad with the wind at 
riient, that ** it is to be remembered that S. W. and S. S. W. that we were unable 
thVs %vas only done because bjs lord&hip to inteiruptthe conimuMeationof the ene- 
aaw t|o movement making tofpush forward my, as the only vessels by which we could 
a single vessel up tlife \Vt<S Scheldt.” . effect it were constantly driven in by the 
Upon the justice of the last observatiocf, gales and could not keep the sea. The 
after the cfuiversation which I'tpd passed wind which was most adverse tons was 
between us on the 6m, I daie not trust most favourable to the enemy, whoconld 
mygelf with makm^ any comments. from ('adsand run before U into Flushing 

‘ I then thought and 1 still thinkthatif without the'possibdity of interruption, 
the plan which I had presumed to sug- On the 7th we were able, by the wea- 
gest Jiad been adopted, had tife cavalry thermoHerating, to establish the sea block- 
been landed on South Beveland ,and a ade of Flushing, and on the 9lh a consi- 
limiied number oftransporUi been select-, derable body of the flotilla, under the corn¬ 
ed, that a delay of only a tew days wmuld mancT'of sir Home Podham, were carried 
have resolved from the adverse aepident through the swatch-way of theCaloot-sand 
which had unavoidedly giVea a difTercnt at the entrance of the Blough Passage and 
course to the direction of oxft operations. proceededrtoBsthz, wherethey arrived on 
Lord Chatham seemed to think it neces the ifth. At the sameHime a'sQuadron*of 
all tiie men of war and transports frigates passed Flushing to join tois flotilla 
shoidd assemble^ in the Upper Scheldt at anu proceeded on the fidlowing day up the 


SiWfe. 

My opinio.n on this subject 1 have al- 
roa<ly stated. It is to bereinembeied that 
the French fleerhad retreated above Lillo, 
and weie dismantled, so (hat the presence 


Scheldt. 

With respect to line of battle ships, 
great difficulty haS**occurredthA < 
objections of^the pdots. but I regretted 
this Je&s because 1 had copsidcred these 


of our line of ba*'.le ships in the West ships^jf in couscquenc^'ol my offer they 
Scheldt could not be necessary until the should be called for'by lord Chatham, as 
arOiy*diould have been assembled atBathz, applicable to the co-\mr!lation in the at- 
and < ven then, uid^s it should have been tack of the^own. Apo having pjaced the 
^ertuliKl iif^xpedient for the atmy to have different divisiona ofthe fteet employed in 
advaiiCtd upon Antwerp, uijtil we should the v^ious services in the East £^hoklt, at 
have broken the boom uf Lillo; 1 stjdl thif||c I'lthz, in the Slough, and in theWr^t 
thdt iim more ih ui four ships could have Scheldt, under the command of office^ of 
been required for that purpose,^ In the respectability, with ^directions to press 
ineaii time our floiitla would have been the passage o/'tho transports throu^ the 
amply sufiicient to have' protected tl^ Slough, 1 remained in thevicitdty of WaU 
paMge of the aVjiy from B^ihz to Sandv- cheren for the purpoM of comtnunicating 
liot, as 1 should,nut have agreed to any with* lord Chatham, as t cooce/»edit my 
proposition fur crossing the army unless I duty to do, until he sbeold^^ Uiink it 
bad btiuii cptitj eeriaiii tbkt X b/id' the most r^t to proceed ^ .South Be^dind. The 
sunple niiaii» of giving it UieTuUest pro-. sQfpsofthe line/ therefore, whose imme- 
tection. Beiagi .-hois'ever, particularly didte'pYescnceat B^atbzdidusot.imrUke rcoi- 
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ftbos wllEck'I iKve jut meationod 

to me at all nectMaff^ did not paw FI , , _ __ 

utg until the liitadc on Hhe l4tb. The lary to warp« or in leva ttehnical laimna^ 
Gcftragem^wfai^ohip wasinteild^ to^o to haul 'by human labour, throng Ut 9 . 
up the* river when t^e ^i^tea did^ pro* of a moat intricate chaoneh and 

ceeded early in the moaning of 15th. often directly in the teeih of the wind, ap^ 
I detained the other, as the anchorage at pea|ed so taray that lord Chaiham " saw 
BathzWas very confined, and jft that time* no movement making to puth forward a 
extremely crouded, but th^ were only single vessel to the We^wheMt/' The 
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(hadthe honour to ccw(wifwd» 
the pcogceu of a fleet which it was neoea 


a few m lies lower down, anu\|ri^in reacW exertions of the naval ^fficeiy and men 
of goiug up' in one tide whenever it should were not*rdndered less irksome by the per* 
be required of j them to proceed up the suasion that the labour, which though in* 
river. cessdhl often, proved unavailing, mi^t 

* The transports proceeded up the river have been spared to them at the expeoce 
in different divisions as fast as the difficult of a short march acroaif the island of South 
ties 1 have stated could be overcome, and Beveland. To impute to me or to the 
in coitsequepce of the arrangements made navy, imdev the name of delay, the loss of 
and the exertions of the ofTicerfemployld, time which was pa^sbd by me m constant 
with fewer accidents than 1 buliove nave solicitude and by thtMueii m unremitting 
ever occurred'to so large a fleet in such a toil, is not what* I shouAl have expected 


navigation. ..vm. awaw 

I trust 1 have'now succeeded in proving It would have been more agreeable to 
the point with which I set out, namely, ntyself to havt nflered ^ their lorashi})# 
that it the army was not sooner assembled flsirople journal of the daily transactions of 
at Bathz, the delay was in no shape impu* the fleet, qs^that coftrse would have aflbrded 


from Ibrd Chatham, 


table to my misconduct; the particular ^ 

line of operations which had been stig- of gratitude to the numerous able «and 
nested to the commander in chief of the zealous officers, by wnom I was aided in 
forces and to myself, as most likely to in- the different branches of the service, under 


sure the attainment of the ultimate obie^'ts my directions, and who may possibly con- 
of the expedUiua, was departed frotn, is sider^ themselves as unjustly subject, 
notorious; but I have endeavoured to shew getherwitR mysey, to some imputation, 
that the failuie of the attack on €%dsand from the marked and perhaps invidious 
was not owing to any defect in the orders accuracy with which the particular days 
and instructions issued by me, and it was of arrival of difTerentdivisions are specified 
evidently impossible, that whUe Cadsand in lord ChatlThm^s Statement, 
and Fluking reiitained in the hand) of the But 1 *aiB convinced that it was not the 
enemy,iu could carr^ such*a naval arma- intention of his lordship, in coUaAgMT 


evidently impossible, that whUe Cadsand in lord ChatlThm's Statement, 
and Fluking reiitained in the hand) of the But 1 *aiB convinced that it was not the 
enemy,iM could carr^ such'a naval arma- intention of his lordship, in 
ment as was aifaembted umfer myorflers such a jpuUitu^e of dates, to«attrihiiteany 
to the poinP Sf general rendezvous. No blame tr^tho^e officers, lie has clo&eiFnia 
precanrions of mme^could secure the fleet ‘repoit by pointing me out as the only ob- 
*and av^'against tnc*furyof the elements, jeet of Ins animadversion, 
or enable us in spite of adverse gales He leaves me to account ^r-the dif- 
to reach by \^e sh ortest course our proper Acuities which prevented the investment of 
destination. , Flushing, as well as^ shew the obsta- 

In conveying the Veet to a secure place cles which. presented themselves to the 
of refuge, and%B<where the disemWk- early progress of the armament up the 
ation o{ the troops.took plaae with little West Scheldt" , ^ 

losvof time and without any loss of Jives, He wSs \iot aware, it seeiSs, tiSat the 
I trust I sball^ot be accused'either of a llfst point was rendered impossible bp 
' dereliction of my duty or of any inatteii- ^he state of the winds: ‘he whs'^^ven 
tiqp to the interests of the army. aware that the circumstances of his 'Seine 

From thil pemi^ i considered myself blown into the East Scheldt had impeded * 
hound implicitly to accedh to the wishes his earlv progress up the West Sefaeldt. 


destination. * 
In conveyin 
of refuge, and 


progress up 


of the Cflihmander in Cbift With him ^ Concerning lord Chatham’s opinionk M 
alone was there ^n optiobjbetween a gxatch have now ceased ft) be sellcitous, bail ai)|^ 
of .l\<Mrs and a voyage of an iodeflnito and ever sbail be sincerely anxious that 
length. trust that it was owing to no their lordships shoakl not see cansif tb 
defect efxoal on my part, and-ltud surokit regret <tl^,confidence wip which ^y ^ 
^aa owing to no want of exertion on' Qie hxve been pleased to honour tee \ipaa 
part of ihp ma^ expllent naval o^fifteni this occaaion, R. J. StaACffAU, Bf. Aom. 
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Trial of the Earl oj Macclcsfichh [1396 


Jlg'alnsf, Tliotuas earl of Maccleslielil, for their 
failhftW inana^omeut in ihuir Jischar^q of the 
trust lepusfd in iliein.” • ^ 

A Messa;rp was brought from tl^Q House of 
CoriKiiuns hy !>ir William Gage arul othiAs to 
ai'^piamt tho lloime of Lords, tiiat the Coni* 
riioiis, vMlh iheii Sp(?aker, do tnltiid jriit>ie<li- 
aO'lv to Cdiiie to demand diidgitient aguinst 
Thnniits c'arl of tVlacclcsIield ; and do ilcsiro 
Jhat the l*aiuiail Cliamhcr, and oilier passages 
to ilie Lorda^ House, inay heeleaied lortluvjih. 

'Die me'^sengcis were ralleil tn, and told,' 
tliat dm Lord^luid given ovh’r as desired. • 

M Inch vv\is done atcordingly. 

'fheii tlie Coiiunons wjih ihcir S|if!jk«;r, 
being |nesentattho hai ol'tlie Ifouse, the lord 
pluef jusuee K.inj|(j^,,S))eid;t:r of llic House of 
fjoids, directed the gentleman n^^hcr of the 
iShuh-Hod, to hiin^ Thomas oail of Mac- 
ch’slield tojhehnr; «lio. after low olicisances 
i(n;ul«#y4«»:r(‘!ejl iitud the saul lord chict’justice 
ac'|uainicd Jiiin lie ungh rise. 

^ * r t ^ f 

I hen die Sjieakerof tiie llo*.^seorf 'ommons 
said as follouH: * ''‘*-b « 

t 

' “ iHy lords; The kiuglds, ejli/rns, and 

hargesx-s in pu^hameni asseiuhled, in I In* name 
of liKm^elves, ,uid of alfdie Commons of Great 
IjiUaln, did at this h.u iinjieach'^fhoinas rail 
ol iMuccleahtld of High Crimes and Misdc-* 
jui-anov^ ; and did e,\lnhit Articles ftf linpeaeli- 
i,U‘i)t agaiusi inm ; and luve made good tlicir 
Charge: • % 

“ I Jothercfoio in the name of ilio knights, 
eitir:ins, luul Inirgeshcs in parliament a.sseiu- 
blod, and of all the (hunmons of 
tain, demand .Judgment of your lordsiiips 
^against earl of Macclc.-sfield, for ihc 

said High Crimes ami iMisdemeanor^.'’ 

'fhen the lord clnef justice King', Speaker 
of the IKukio ot Lords, i>ahl. 

“ Mr. Speaker, the ^Lords are now ready 
to proceed to judgment in tiic case hy you 
mouiuned. 

“ Thomas carl of Maccksficld, the Lords 
liaye unanimously touiu) you Guiity of High 
ChimrHund Mis(Wme.aiior;3, chnrg^i on you by 
the Impeftchincnt of the Houfie of Gotnmons, 
and.do now uccuidiug to law proceed to judg- 
. ir^ent against you, lyhicli I am ii^dered to 
pronounce. 

Their lordsliips' Judgment is, and this 
)iigh court doth adjudge, 

JliH^yon, Thoioos carl of Macclosfiild, 
bq fined in the sum of 30,000/. unto our ^o- 
Teieign lord the and that you shall be 

imprisoned in the Tower ot Ijondoii, and there 
kept in sale cudtody until you simll pay the 
Gaid line.’'* 

•* “ Mt'iiflffaTTfflhiit'; proceeding of Uie 
Coinrnuiis to de mand Ju(jl;,ii)^i>t againsl tlieeail 
of Maccles-liehl was in iliil^uuniicr; 

,** Mr. speaker weiit/iilh the ijuace ^efore 
him; the gentleman-usner of (he Black Uod 
niceliug j>lr. JSpeuker at the bottom ^of the 


Then the Speaker with the Commons u itli- 
drew, aud the c.u'i of Ma^clesbcM was taken 
from the bar. 

Ordered, That the Speaker of this House 
do give order for Ihr piioling and putdishing 
the Trial of Thomas earl of lUacclestield ; 
.and that no othiM* person but such ns he shall 
appoint, do (iresitmc to print the same.^’ •“ 

Ordeicd, “That the said rarl of Macclcs- 
luld hi! comniittei^ to the Tower of London, 
th«TC to ho kepi in safe custody uiUiJ he shall 
pay Iheaboveiuentitmed fine of iK),tX)D/. to th« 
uing;f atid that the geiitleman<usber of the 

Ikuiili-d Chamber, and conducting luiri from 
tliencc to tliO door of tho House of Leers : 

“ And Mr. Speaker went, with his mace on 
his right-hand, to the bar of the said House ; 
llu> siijc. 'it at .aims attending the House of 
Cojimions sta .ihng at the bar, on Air. Spoakei's 
light-lund, wnh tho inacc on his slioulder, 
a)] iht liiue Air. Speaker continued at the bar 
of tin; House of Leei s. 

“ 'I'lieii^the Lord Chief .fusiicc of tlie Court 
ef Coihnioii-ritMs, being iho Speaker of’the 
House of Leeis,*Mttjiig on tiie w.)ol-sai'k, di- 
lecUd tlic Black Kod to bung the rail of Alac- 
clcsiiehl to the liar; which was done accord¬ 
ingly. » 

“ MfC niaek Hod being'nt the bar; atsome 
diislaiiec from Mr, Sjveaker, on his left-hari^i. 
.a ..i the carl of M.arelcsficld, on the let! 
of i!ie !?laeU Hod, llio Speaker of the H 
ol’ Loeis duceled the earl of Alaeclesfield, at 
li»s fust coming to the bar. to kneel down: 
whiilihedid aceordmglv, iti llie presence of 
the Commons, till the Speaker of the House of 
I I’cers bid him rise.” Coimu, Journal. 

f “ Hesolvcd, IK?/}, con. That an humble 
drt'is be presented to Ins niajesiy, that he <viU 
he gracKuisly pleased to order, that the fine 
imposed, by the iluuse of Lord*, on Thoma.^i 
call of Macclestieb), or any part thcveol, as fhe 
bami!; slmll be paid into the Kxcliequcr, be 
issued, ami paid, into the Couit of Chancery, 
to be applied towanU making good any ot the 
losiics ot the suitonii, occasioned by the delt- 
eiencie.s of the AlasteiH of the said Court, as 
llkit CfTint shall thiok fit to direct.** 

Ordered, That the said A<lihCi>s be pre- 
&^?iit(.d to Ills majesty by such members of this 
House as are of hla :v(,iajcsty*8 must honourable 
privy*councd. 

.Mr. Chauccllor of the Exchetpier reported 
to tiie House, That the Address of this House, 
that the Karl of Macclesfield’s fine may be np- 
plietl to the benefit of the suitors of tlie said 
Court, has lx*en presented to his m^je^ty ; 
and d^at his inaje^y had coiumaiuled him to 
acquaint this Hou5e,^hat his majesty will 
give the necessary orders, according to tlie 
dtshe of this House.” Conim. Journ. May 

It is said that presently after the conclusion 
of the Trial, the king erased his name trom 
the list of piify^couDseilors. See New Pari. 
Hist. vol. 7, p, 55Uj 'Voh€, p. 478. 
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Black-in wliose custody the said Ivarl at 
present is, do him safely convey to said 
Tower, and deliver him to the cofistable tliercof, 
or in liis absence to the lieutenant or depnty- 
licutenant of the same; and that the $aid r un¬ 
stable, lieutenant, or deputy lieiitenani do i>- 
ceive the body of the «aid Karl, and him kcc| 
ir^j^afe custody there, until he sliatl iiave paid 
the said fine.” 


Then the House ndjo«*'..ed to Monday, ^fay 
51, 1725; •' 

And the earl of Alaccle'.fidd uav coti\eyed | 
to the Tower, whoie Ik* continued pii-sotier for 
some time till lie pi,id lus fine. 


The follo’A’iii" IVoeeediu^'s in ll,c Floui-f'o|'[ 
I<ords, relallui' to ioni iMaocIeslie]d,an I'xu act- ; 
ed from the .hturnal: 

iM ly 20. U bf'inj; proposed, Tint the pr.Ml 
Karl Im; tiiu il in sum of 5u,00('(', lu tlicJ 
Kiir^’s ina|osty Alter debate; aud nadiu-^ ! 
the jnd^niciils of this IJouic, in lli s hnlh^| 
of tin* viscount »St. t’lj.m i. an 1 ilu #aiVd'AJid- 
dk'sex • It was p.i pO'.cd, '■ 'f u ‘d.e ojiiinon 
of the jcdircs, wlicthcr the ‘'aii; of an otlice, 
that hath u hilion to ilic admiui'li.tiiMii <d' y.ts- 
lice, be un ffli m *• aj.M’osi ihi* (’oiimi'/u |,!U' 

And a (jucsthm I'rin;^ stafi d upon i!i»- pio- 
positicu : n w as ri ■>-olve<S m the nej^r.tu c 

Then, il, hiiii^ mo vet!, “ Tu knoJu;, that 'f'^o 
niusC'Ul of .Mac(.!cs)icM he lioLii/’ ilu* ipie,- 
tiou was put iIicu iijumj. viud il win rcsidveil in 
the affirmalit c. ^ 

The question was then put,>Vliet!ior the 
said Kail shall be for ever incapable ot any of¬ 
fice, place, or employment, in ibe stale oi com¬ 
monwealth It wiij lesolvcd in llie fie^alivt*. 
Contents 1'2; Not C’enlents 


cestors, both in regfud (o the safety^ of (he g’o- 
verninent, and the justice of fiti*i House, on 
per^<yis convicted of criuirs of the like nature; 
ami w e do intt find one instance on the JouriiaU 
nf pailhipAaii,* where this penalty has been 
ouvUeii. 

d. “ \Vc a^ijoebcnd tlmt his luajeslv Invinif 
removed th*r oarl of .Alatelc.sheld ^i■ol^^t!:e. Irtist 
Jiposeii in hmi by the eustoi'y of tlie !;(:reiu 
seal, and havinjf eaineslly recommended to th<: 
'orils eonirnissiouei’s appoinieil loMiocrid bun, 
ihi'taku)” elfedual irire, llj.it t')i4iio sati'>fai'- 
tnpi l)»: made to the suit<'is of fnu Kr.itvt, and 
Ih'u sueli stuloi.s ii:- not ixpoi^ciVioaii\ (lpnm'i» 
foi (he tiitine, and liavmo jiilly f‘\jins,ed lii* 
^ijcious diSjmsilion lhal the said loids eom- 
ini.ssiontrs should look nui'owi^ In'o tin.* beln 
viom of lit theofHeoi'Sunder lluir juii-'diction. 
and should sen tint sqeh otjiceis m i vi ilh ilie 
sliiCttil rrjraid t»> jnsi’'''' and to the ease ot 
Ins snhje(M'», t^whieli is a [dam ii'diealieu of hiS 
majesty*j! )ust lesmfmenl ol lie: Kail ui nm- 
(hu'l, dmmij- his presid.ni^ ' ihe (.mut ot 
(dnmee.y) limynvmj^', m i;n umhTnr.v. v,.* 
Jlie inline.1 - jcromniemlcd f!ie protee- 
lioji the mdiapp} :>'!ireiaoi lu I'.ie jU’lieo o\ 
p.irhnii'eni^ ve ih(in-:^l,t il ineimihuii upon \\>, 
♦Mt this «/rcru occasion, wino the (.V-mmenw 
h ive ‘ o u, ;frU made »mt lluir ch’»i;,;e n^nirst 
ihe iiiipe.idled earl, net to depart fiom the riie- 
tiioilsol ojir aiH:(s|oi.s in the fiamiu^ of mw 
srntenco, with an unusual tenderness to a pei • 
son, a^aiint wlion) the whole natlou nies for 
jusliiv, kit to jujisue Ihen glorious sU'jis upon 
the like occasions, and t(‘ iiu.a[)a(iliilc the buid 
Ivarl from having any office, place or employ¬ 
ment in the slate or cominousvcallli, as tins 
inn.sl efii’ctiial means to deter others fiom Ikmo^ 
^udfy of the like ciimt's for tlic ruture.——— 
f ^VI)all,')^l, Ah:»i;;doi), tfi'uCP,, 

Nii.tfUinl, Ikmifiet, ifcnbigh,Compton/’ 


“ Uisscnlicnt’ 

1. “ Because it e, reilain (hat the lionour 
and dignify of the ciown,lhosecuriiyofoiir 
religious and CIV d riirlits, and the incMTvatinn 
of our most excellent tui!>iitulii'u in I’hurch 
and state, entirely depend iijion tio* probity, m- 
tegnty and ability of ilmso persons wlidm ins 
majesty sliali call to lii*' coiincils, am! who shall 
he einplo}ed iii any office, plaei* of enqj^oy- 
iiicnt ui the slate or eonjumnwealih. 

2. “■Because we conceive, a person im- 
ptaclied1»y the iionscid (’ommoiis of corrup- 
tjou of llio deepest dye, anti who, alter a full 
and legal trial, was hy ilus nousfMiii'uiii'tioiisly 
found guilty of High Crimes and Misiiemeati- 
ors, charged on him by the House of Com* 
tnoAs, which High Cnincs and Misdr-sueanors 
weVii oommiUcd by hmi in the executiun of 
his high station as Lord Hij^h ('buneeilor of 
Great ]hUau>, might not to be exeinjhed from 
thifi pint of ih*. sentence, wliicb has always 
been thought proper to lie infhclod Iiy our aii- 

* Wlicu a UMtii n tor aoy icsolufion or order 
i»madc, il'thcio Le m v piolify of voices, it al¬ 
ways pawe.s in ',e.<;aiiYe, ' 


“ Be do di'‘SC!it to the hefor^ tneotiooed 
qucsimo fiw ihe reasons tollowmg. 

I “ 1’liis Il iiiso having resolved, that the 
House of (V.mnions lune made good their 
C’liargc of High Crimes and Mi^'demeanors 
against Ilic Kar! im{»eaelied, and by a subse¬ 
quent ifsoliifion having unanifuou'^ly declared 
him g'Tiily, we aie of opinion, that it is a no- 
ccss.'iiy tonsvmtci.cc in law, justice, lionour 
imd ct.iseicnce, that the diStdiilitica^ontaiucd 
in llh‘ queslii'i) proposed should he a pari of his 
puni‘^imcnt, they being such, as we think, the 
wholesome biw's and stotutes, against which ihu 
Eiul has ofiemled, do expressly c'dain for the 
punislimeul of lus crimes, ami siieh as llio ria- 
nno, ciicumstanccs aud conMipienceK of hiai 
guilt do, iu our opinions, most justly devfcrve. 
The Articles ot the House <d Coirmums, 
whereof the Earl is, in out opinions, declar¬ 
ed irnilty, are an accusation of him for mmiy 
repealed acts of bi^et frcxtoiuOn, penury am! 
./qiprcbsion, ciuuu jted by colour ot his i.ffica 
of Lmd High (;l, ucellof, and ol'many rndea- 
voms to have roi; ca{cd and .sv.ppivsM-d the 
diico?ciy ot them, even from tho knowledge «f 
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Ins uiajfHslv ; lliosf^ crimes tlicroforc, by 

tbe la.'k oJ tins laiul, jumI, as we believe, by titc 
laws oi ail civilized nalions in tli;; umltj, niU 
orniies of an in^amuus nature, 
we think the iiiea[inrity jm«posi<KI)y'this qnes 
te n lo he.oiie ii:*ttnal and unavoul.ib’e sttp'tn 
hau“ h> en made by this Hon-ie nj'Jit'jndj^ment 
on those cnuies*. ^ 

.'t riie J-iail, ill his AnsH< r to the ,Crudes 
ot the (!oninioi^, hulli as^wile:!, that llie.takmi; 
the many sums liy him from the Masters in 
I lianceiy, wMm li sums lie tin ro CalU presents, 
WJs iiv'ver heuue looked u^ion to he cnmnji^l, 
and hopes til.ii ilie yiviny or leeeivin^ sut-ii a 
preM'ni is not ruminal in itself, or l»v tlie sum¬ 
mon law ol this renlm, and thal'tliere is not 
an’, a. f of p.u liament wliatsomcr !iy tvlurli the 
saiJK IS niado crimiUvil, or subject lu any pn- 
nis'iim III or jmii^meul, which e,in ne prayed in 
thi'*’ pnisc»*ution . 'fhc l‘/:u himscli, ami his 
roun^l on ins hrluih, upon his li nl, attempted 
to juslifv his evloUions (iln 3 n called compli- 
, rmlcavourcd to mainl.nii. U they 

aie cunloimahle to the laws olAlim Iv'ml ; huf 
wc cannot icMect on Ibis hehaTTf5%r,' of I he I 
oihcrwisoilian as the liii>liestdis!ioiiom- tiu.»« r, 
bj' bmi, upon tlie laws and ;j;‘ovcrnn^ml <*i’ tlii*- 
kingdom, ami a'most ivinni’’ ami :(i'«uudUss 
'aid-.avovir ti> dispaiai^'c tlie conitmm law of the 
laud, Manila (.Inula HslU, llic clear uml rx- 
juu.ss iujiuictumsot many slaluics, {‘suticulrudy 
ihohcpftsstd 111 ihe reijfnsof Hicliaii! Henry 
-J, and Kdwaid o, in Ih’': In lial.*’, aii'l^of an act 
piv,o<l ibis session of parliainenl i(V the ni¬ 
di mnilicatioii (.f iho Masters in ( haneny; 
against the phoii si nse of xill which laws tlic 
EarS has, in our opiimms, knowiu’^lv and wil- 
^fnily oiTcmIcd ; and as tin v uiip.iraHelcd jnslift- 
ration arimupieil by llu Ihul will he (lan^ 

‘ nutled to all postciuy. we think it abMiluttly 
necessary ihatlhe puiii.shmcni {uoposed t»v tins 
jm slion sliould have bei.u jiiHictcd, in \ uidicu- 
timi oi’ tile laws mid govci ntiu nt i’S 'li'. ao'aiir>t 
theaspeisiou the li.ul h%s tin own upon both ; 
and to prevent any impulalion which luay 
hcri'aflei hr Easton the Loiuoir aud jusiicc ol 
this Mouse, ashavin*;-, on this ocoasion. in anv 
^Icyrce seenud In latour or couuicuaiicc suc^ 
defence. » 

4. “'Die I’’.Ill has in Ids Answer assortfd 
some of Ills piactK’cs to liave hcen lon^ used 
hy Ids pniiv < e.-sors, and by bc^j;^ elm I 

jusii4icH, ItKisu is o< ibt. Itolisj and othi i judges ; 
and on his tiiil odered cvidciice lo)>» 0 \i-*is 
asseition ui fuur luslances only, Ihiec of tlioni 
in the um^ol one, and (beoihcrin the time 
ot hw iinmcdtcile pix’iii’censor ; but thoijoh those 
iiislaiK'cs, as \u* iliink, were iinalteniTed with 
the many'^i/t:i'»va»iuns ol tlie EaiI’s guilt m 
thosM respecis, yet lest tliose example^, to- 
gciiier W(iii that ol the I'hu'l, should hcrealtor 
be coijsti'iicd ^ his, or an eiicou- 

ragdiuiit to the like i>l\n<'e, wo ihi.ik the 
p'lnisluui-ut now proposedLiiglil to have bm'li 
iiuiicinl, b^ wiiich ii wouffi hccotim the more 
exciupl.uy ; ami the becauseii appears 

to us h ghiy probable, that tiic mipiUalioo, as 


it i<i thrown hy tl^e Earl upon his predccessois, 
IS unjust^ the memory of many ot those vvii,e 
and excellent persons never having been, as wc 
believe, stained with nn imputation, iiil tlu' 
Kuri cast it on them ; and some of luspicdc - 
cessois having, in Btiveral ages, fallen under tfie 
svvere and stru t inquisilion of parlianiiciit for 
bribery and corruption, without any cIku^v 
upon theu' b;. that cnminal practice. 

0 . “ are of opinion, that this House, 
no^v exercising its J.uhcaluic as tiic bupn"^e 
court in tliis kingdom, upon an accusation*-* / 

' the Commons for olicnccs against the kno 
! laws ol the land, has no legal power or aulb • 
nly to dispense with or omit those punish- 
ni. nts which arc* expressly ordained by positi\< 
nets of jiarliamcni; and it appears to us to be 
indispntabjo, tluit the disabilities proposed by 
I Ibis rptislioii are expre.ssly ordanied by liic 
st.duit'. iiKUit 11 Hen. 4, and in some dc'g'ce 
1 by the statute .y tt 'd G Kdw. G, against Imying 
|< and silling olhces, lur the very same otlcnecs 
of winch this House hath, as we conefive, dc * 

I dared (and of which we are fully satisiu tl in 
' our cort.'Ciencc.s) the ban 1 is guilty ; and <h# 
puni-.liniciii jjHqMtr,cd in thi^ rpiestion hallihccn 
; mOu-lcil ny tiic* House in the cares of the lonl 
i Ihicoii and the earl ol Middlesex, for c^Jfrup- 
' iionSj ill our opiuionH, much less heinous than 
Mhc CTRiU's id’ the Entl impeuched; lunl the 
; iudi»rucnt»^ivcn hy this Hoi^c on iho^elwo 
i p«,si;iis were toiindod, as wo think, nut oidy 
1 0 , 30.1 ibo loiiure of the oriinc^. hnl were dU 
j lecU ’i.uul prescribed hy the acts of parliament 
1 ;»i'JVC mpiitii..ued, and btiil remain on the rc 
<•01 d'I of llii> Mouse uiii3n[»‘.-’n( bed, and their all 
I llionty never jinlicudly question d, lo oiu 
know ledge, but on* oftco ndened to and ap- 
; pro\<d by liic most learncMl author.s and judoc 
I of the la^vs of tins land ■ we .ite tiien -b'io' 
opiiiioij, lliat il jol, only wim*, but c-V' 

! that the law requires, that lh<* judgment uf 
the Karl iiujfeaehcl seould be cousonant t 
this respect to the pulgiutnt of this House. ui 
those two instHoei s , whnibvliie law ol liie 
land In fins jku ncular sl-iiids declared. i:s 
think, hv the aiUhnniv oi tlie siipi\-nicjudica- 
tiirc ol llio Kingdom ; and winch no povver less 
llnui tbj,* luuhoiit.v cd' an act of pailiaiucnt, m 
• ia\Opinions, can abrogaie. 





